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NATURAL AND SOCIAL CONDITIONS OF THE DISTRICT.

The district is an extensive one, comprising an area of 103,008
acres, which is essentially rural throughout.

The railway line from Brighton to Portsmouth may be said
to divide the district into two distinct portions. The northern
portion differs both geologically and as to contour for the under-
lying soil is chalk, and the presence of downs makes this northern
portion hilly. It is purely agricultural in character. The southern
portion on the other hand is flat ; geologically the soil is brick
earth or gravel, and at its western end is characterised by the
penetration into it northwards of three channels from the Chichester
Harbour—the Emsworth Channel on the extreme west, the
Thorney channel in the centre and the Bosham Channel to the east.

Rapid development is going on at certain places on the coast,
notably at The Witterings, Earnley, Selsey and Middleton.

Apart from agriculture the principal trades in the district are
those in connection with building operations. At Charlton in the
parish of Singleton there are saw mills giving occupation to some
thirty persons.

GENERAL STATISTICS.
Area (acres), 103,008.

Resident Population (1937) estimated by Registrar General,
32,620,

No. of inhabited houses at the end of 1937, according to the
Rate Books, 11,803,

Rateable Value (1937) £255,430.
Sum represented by 1d. Rate, £1,034.

EXTRACTS FROM VITAL STATISTICS OF THE YEAR,.

Live Births— lotal. M. F.
Legitimate ... 469 227 242 Birth Rate per 1,000 of the
Illegitimate ... 24 10 14 estimated resident popula-
tion, 15.1.
Stillbirths ... 33 17 16 Rate per 1,000 total (live and
stillbirths) births, 62.7.
Deaths ... 363 173 180 Death Rate per 1,000 of the

estimated resident popula-
tion, 10.8.












Westbourne, 2 nurses.

Compton, Stoughton, Marden, 1 nurse.
Aldingbourne, Eastergate, 1 nurse,
Tortington (jointly with Arundel), 1 nurse.

(5) For infectious cases. By arrangement with the County
Nursing Association all cases of Measles and German Measles
are visited and nursed by the District Nurse of the Parish (or if
there should be no district nurse, by a nurse specially sent). The
Local Sanitary Authority pay for these services an annual fee of

£2 per 1,000 of the population plus 5s. per 1,000 acres area in
the District.

Grants are made by the County Council to the County Nursing
Association for various nursing services, including Child Welfare
work, School Nurses’ Work, Tuberculosis health visiting, and as
subsidies to provide Nurse-midwives in areas which would other-
wise be without a midwife.

Midwives.

There are twenty midwives practising in the Chichester Rural
District, all of them being Nurse-midwives. In addition, the
Bognor Nurse-midwives undertake cases in the Rural District
abutting on the boundary, as do Nurse Midwives resident in the
Worthing Rural District.

Clinies and Treatment Centres.
Maternity and Child Welfare Centre.

The West Sussex County Council provides a Centre at the
Village Hall, Yapton. The Centre is held fortnightly on Tuesdays
at 2 pm. A Doctor attends monthly. The County Council also
holds centres at Chichester and Bognor Regis, which are possibly
available to just a few residents of the rural district who live near
enough to the urban boundaries for the centres to be accessible.
These centres are held at the Parochial Hall, Bognor Regis, on
Thursdays at 2.30, at The Clinic, Chapel Street, Chichester, on
Fridays at 2.30, and a Special Ante-Natal Clinic on the first Wednes-
day in the month at 2.30 p.m.

School Clinies.

There are no regular school clinics held in the rural district.
An eye clinic is held by the County Council at Chapel Street,
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