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CHESTER-LE-STREET.

To tHE CHairMAN AND Memgpers ofF THE Rurar DistricT

CounciL.,

Mr. Cuairman, Lapy anp GENTLEMEN,
I herewith submit for your consideration my Annual Report

on the Health and Sanitary condition of your district during thie
vear 1914,

I have much pleaswe in thanking vour Counal for your
assistance | have received during the year.
I am,

Your obedient Servant,

JOHN TAYLOR.
17th Aprl, 1915,
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INTRODUCTORY.

The area of your district remaimns unchanged.

PHYSICAL ASPECTS OF THE DISTRICT.

The district 1s undulating and broken up into numerous
valleys, the greater number ufg which converge to the principal
valley, called the Team Valley, which runs roughly North and
South. The Washington District on the other hand slopes
towards the Wear, and forms there the Western side of the
Wear Valley.

The elevation ranges from a few feet to about 600 feet
above sea level.

The subsoil is elternately gravel, loam, and clay, overlying
the coal measures.

The ramnfall is moderate, probabiy 25 inches per annum. ~

OCCUPATION OF THE INHABITANTS.

Coal Mimng 1s the staple industry in the district, besides
which there are Agriculture, Engineering to a slight extent,
and Brickmaking.

NEW ENACTMENTS DURING THE YEAR.

The Chief Orders of the “ Board ” received during the year
were: (1) An Order dated 5th February making the notification
of Oﬂl}]thﬂlmla Neonatorum, if OCCUrring within twenty-one d_'ld‘r"-
of birth, notifiable: (2) A' circular, dated 25th June, calling
attention to the puﬁsibility of intrr:-ducing infectious diseases into
country plﬁﬂﬂﬁ '1}}? town children sent by phﬂanthmpic agencies
to lodge there: (3) a circular calling attention of Sanitary Auth-
orities to the precautions to be taken to prevent Epidemic
Diarrhcea cl'ur‘ing the summer months; '4) In August, a Memo
from the " Board’s " Medical Officer calling altention to the steps
requisite to be taken on the notification of a case of
sma]lmk (5) On the 21st October, a circular ln‘fmmmg the
Council 0'1: the directions issued by the Armyv Council to Home
Commands, directing that Medical Officers of Health shall be
informed by Commanding Officers of Units, of any proposed
billeting 1n their districts, with a view of obtaining their expert
advice and co-operation 1in bl“ﬁf:lrl;ij under the best sanitary con-
ditions available for the incoming troops.

The War Office letter referred to s as follows, and is
ﬁd-dF(}ESE:C] Th@ Gﬂnﬂrﬂl OFH{:EI', c{)mmam“]‘tg—iil—Chi{:f_



“Sir,—With reference to War Office letters No. 79,
Medical 17 (A.M.D.2) dated 8th August and 12th September,
1914, I am commanded by the Army Council to say that it 1s
understood that billets are frequently arranged w:thout refer-
ence to the Medical Officer of HE&IJ‘I of the district in which
troops are to be quartered, and, as he is in the best position
to gIve necessary information mffardmfr the existence of in-
fectious diseases, water supplies, dramaﬂe localitics where latrines
should be placed, etc., the Army Council direct that vou are to
commnicate with him before troops march in, with a view to
obtaining his expert advice and co-operation in billeting the 1n-
coming troops under the best sanitary conditions available.

S() far as t}ns dlsil:rlcl: 15 -::csuccrncd, ti‘msﬂ: mstructions have
been in all cases carried out, in the breach, so far as I can
interprel their meaning. In the case of six billets, housing nearly
3,000 troops, no commumcation at all reached me, and m m-
formation that troops were in billets was secing them there.
In the case of two other ltriliets;, Buuﬁing twao squmlmnﬁ of hnrse,
a telephone message reached me that troops would march in
on a certain day, the billets had however been chosen. One
of the hillets, a school, had a very defective supply of water,
so much so, that the water dosets could not be used, and ob-
jechionable trench latrines had to be resorted to. In the other
E]l“-(}'f, housing a squadron of horse, after the place had been
i (,}SLH Lll'!d ‘ﬂ.’(:lrl{ DanLL& to Drﬂ\'ld‘_, LIDHL[ fll'l[l th!:f' ACCOIM -
madatmn I was informed, and asked to report on the place, at

a date which appeared to me to be useless. I reported that
thc venblation was bad and that water closets were advisable
instead of pail closets.  Your Council was willing to pro-
vide “-'ﬂ!'(-:r—cﬁiﬂeﬁﬁ free, but the Divisional Sanitary Ofhcer vetoed
their erection as quite unsuitable for military purposes. This
idea 1s parbenlarly peculiar. In other billets where water-
rlosets are, and where there 1s sufficient water supply, there has
not been any difficulty experienced in their use and the sanitary
di#ﬂrﬁm T T 1|.'"|-'i|]| fﬁﬁpu‘:ﬁ:. In Rﬂ\'enﬂ“'-ﬂrth Pﬂr]{ WwWere
camped from the mobilization in August until the middle of
November, three battalions of infantry, a brigade of R.F.A.,
and over 400 R.AM.C. men, all territorials. This camp

was arranged without any consultation with vour sanitary officers.

The drainage system very soon became offensive and grossly
msanitary. A quantity of manganate of soda was sent to the
camp to deodorise o some extent their outfall open sewer,
At an early period minor drainage, to collect washing water, was
carried out by vour Council, and ultimately a twelve inch sewer
at a cost of about £130 0 0 was sanctioned by your Council, but
before the work could be commenced the camp was broken up
and the troops went mto hllets.
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The ditch which was to be piped in was small, about 12
in. to 18 in. wide, and in the very dry weather of last summer
was from one inch to three inches deep, according to the time of
dﬁ}'. Besides a small quanhiby of subsoil water this ditch
received all the waste water from the ;Jurﬁ{ma’el’ ablution of the
men, and all the water from the waﬂhfng of cmﬂiing and other
utensils, besides from tthree to five tons of wurine daily.  As
[ have already said it was foul, very offensive, and a gross
nuisance, vet the Divisional Sanitary Officer, T. F., informed
me that he did not think it was necessary to be covered in.
as he had inspected it, and did not feel any smell arising there-
trom. Civilian sanitary officers do not, as a rule, trust to a nose
alone in deciding whether a state of affairs 1s insamtary and
dangerous or otherwise,

In one of the hillets I found there were no tables for food,
and that the men had to place their food tins on the floor. This
15 a state of affairs highly dangerous.  This I pomted out

to the officer in local command, but he did not appear to be able
tcr remedy 1t, and so far as 1 Loow tables were not provided
during the short time the men were hilleted in the place in
question.

At all the other billets tables were provided. Up to the
end of the year there were no cases of infectious diseases
amongst the troops.  Some cases of Scabies appeared and a few
were In a verminous state,

POPULATION.
The increase in the population of your district is not so
marked this year as in former years. his statement i1s based

on an estimate of }rour' population made by multiplying the number
of inhabited houses (so far as they are given me from the
scavenging register) B},r the average population per house at the

st census. By the means thus mentioned I estimate your
population at the middle of the year at 67,194, an increase of
546. The actual number {J‘F birthrﬁ in excess ot deaths is 1,258,
as compared with 1,207 last year, and with 1,336 during the
previous year. If the estimate by the means adopted 15 correct
there must have been a considerable emigration taken place or
else the increase by births has crowded into existing houses.
The increase of your p[}pulatinn 1:3; eshimate equals (.82 per
cent. as compared with 1.01 per cent. last year.

The townships in which the greatest increases have taken

place are Birtley (151), Witton Gilbert (122), Lamesley (113),
Urpeth (66) and Pelton (61), whilst in Usworth, owing to the

closmg of houses there has been a decrease of 101,
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Since the mobilisation of the army and the formation of the
new armies, a very large number of men have joined the colours.
The exact number I am unable to mention, but probably nearer
5,000 than 4,000. On the other hand some of these and others
from outside your district have been encamped or billeted in
your district and thus the population numerically is somewhat

equalised.
MARRIAGES.

The number of marriages registered during the year has
been 543 as compared hlﬁhl'gSS last year and with 546 during the

previous year. Lhis gives a marriage rate of 16.1 per 1.000
as compared with a rate of 16.6 per 1,000 last year.

The marriage rate for England and Wales for the vear ended
30th September, 1914, 1s 155 per 1,000, the same as the rates

for the past two years.
Merriage rate from 1896 to 1914 inclusive:—

Y EAR. NumMBER. Rate per 1,004
i1 S Pl e el 1 I R R s 16.2
1L e L e 16.4
FROB o o e 16.6
TR AL Py U S e L R . 52
Y i AR T 8 15.1
{1 A M L S e 16.1
BN e L 16.4
] g il =sitne e o 14.5
L s ol ae E o3 L e 16.3
1, | e L AR R 14.1
PG 552 L
P o G et ES TR 15.2
PRI e e S T A IR 14.8
Tal, 2 R ! Sl o R 15.5
40 F L et e B 16.7
T e L AR 132
FURRER: 0 pia ol ot T T ey et A 16.5
i [ I e L A 16.6
11 e SHIEE I, i e U 16.1
BIRTHS.

The number of births (corrected for the district) reg istered
during the year has been 2,246, as compared with 2, 164 1:.‘:;,1'-3-
tered last year, and with 2221 registered during the previous
year. It will be observed that there is an increase in births
of 75, and since the ll'JL'I’Ld.Hf_. of the population is insignificant
there is an absolute increase in the birth rate.
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The birth-rate per 1,000 this U::ar 1s 33.42, as anpared
32.54 per 1,000 lﬂﬂet year and with 3?1 er 1,000 the previous
vear, Whilst there 1s an increase of () ES per 1,000, as com-
pared with the rate of 1913, there 15 a decrease of 0.29 per
1.000, as compared with the productions of 1912,

The remarks I made in the decline of the birth-rate during
several years could be made with equal emphasis this year.

Finst Qunrter 581 births ... Rate, 34.58 per 1,000

S T e e - 1 |1 .

Third P A T .

Fomlinat gy« - o L e s
DEATHS.

~ During the year 882 deaths have been registered as occurring
within vour district, as compared with 880 last year, and with

822 during the previous year. This is practically the same
number as during last year, but considerably more than during the
ﬂl"f_.‘irI{II.Lﬁ Your. T{} I‘t‘..:tLl‘L I.h& dfﬂual llun}l](.-r U[ dl.-ﬂth‘!- "ﬁ'h“.-h

must be debited to your district ons has to add the deaths of
99 persons who, whilst belonging to vour district, died in dif-
ferent institutions and other olaces outside your district, and to
subtract 13 deaths of non-residents who died within your dis-
trict.  This gives a nett number of deaths of 968 persons be-
longing to your area, as compared with a nett number of 948
deaths last year.

The general death-rate (uncorrected for sex and age) 1s
14.40 per 1,000, as compared with 14.17 per 1,000 last vear,
and with 15.43 per 1,000 during the previous year. After cor-
rection has been made for sex and age, your actual death-rate

is 14.90 oer 1,000,

The :,{Elleml death-rale can be considered Hllfiﬁfﬂtt(!]’}-‘ and
is considerably lower than the average ratz of the quinquennium
ending in 1910, It one could regulale infant deaths to an
U‘n'ﬂrﬁgﬂ- VLdI" I.}}' VEar, "n. O1EF -[1-L.J.1‘11“a|,{: {}.F th:‘r '\'Lar "\"'rl.”.llui Ilr.'lV'L
been the lowest on record, for the past 28 vyears, but a some-
what 1.-J_rgL number of mfdnl deaths has “rcclcud that record.
The increase of deaths of infants has been caused by an increase
of deaths from Diarrhea, a fatal disease, preventable to a
greal exlent, if proper sanitary surroundings to every house in
your district were enforced.

The reneral death-rate of the Administrative Cuunt}' 15
149 per 1,000, as compared with 15.1 per 1,000 last year,
and d?u, general death-rate for HFngland and Wales, less the
242 great and smaller towns, 1s 12.2 per 1,000, as compared with
12.1 per 1 {]{]0 last vear. The death-rate for England and Wales
as o whale is 136 per 1,000,



10

The death-rate of your district compares favourably with
the death-rate of the County, but not so favourably when com-
pared with the death-rate of England and Wales, and one cannot
rest urging such reforms as would tend to reduce your death-
rate to a rate not exceceding the rate of Ehgland and Wales,
though there 1s no reason why your general death-rate should not
fall until it equals, of it be not less than, the death-rate for tha
smaller towns of England and Wales. The hirth-rate 1s
automatically declining, and every endeavour should be made to
reduce the death-rate so that the shortage of production mav be
balanced to some extent by a lessened destruction of voung life.

INFANT DEATHS.

This term 1s used to define the deaths which takes place
before the infant has reached the end of its first year of life,
and as a proportion, is stated at so many per 1,000 births, and
not as so many per 1,000 persons living.

This vear there have been registered the deaths of 318
children before they reached the age I have just stated. Last
year the same deaths numbered 296, and the previous year the
number was 208, both years being under the number quoted for
this vyear.

The Infant deaih-rate for the year equals 141.2 per 1,000
born, as compared with 136.4 per 1,000 born last year. and
with 120.6 per 1,000 born during the previous vyear. T}rhf: Infant
death-rate for the County 1s 134.0 per 1,000 born, as compared
with 137.0 per 1,000 born last year, and the same rate for England
and Wales 105.0 per 1,000 born, or for England and Wales
less the 242 towns 93 per 1,000 born.

If T take for comparison with your district the 145 smaller
towns as [ have done previously whose death-rate in Infant

hfe is 104, you will observe that 83 children have died n

yoar {'_Ilr":t?"ll:"t WD ‘u'l.-ﬂﬂ]-['l hﬁ\-’i_.- Sll]!”'u’l‘lrE{l had t]lﬂ} iiLLI’l bl;]f'l'l 'lI'I

these towns. Provided diarrhea was controlled as other
_Z}-qwhc: dizeases are cmm—tmflrlc:L though by s:;mﬁwhat fl1{1ferept
imtial means, the saving of life would be considerable. This

Vear the number of Infants who have succumbed to diarrhiea
s 73, whilst last vear the number was 48, and only 16 during
the year 1912, “he last named year was not a hot dry year,
but 1914 was a very dr}r year. The former had not the
heat to produce in quantity the organism which causes diarrheea.
but the vear 1914 had that factor. one of the two factors in
the production of Zymotic Enterites, the other factor bunh an
msanitary ]’lﬂlj'-:L entourage, either within or without the house,
or worse still in both. The inside factor consists of sloven-
liness and a generally flthy state of the house, the outside one,
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of the presence of an insamtary privy or ash-closet in the yard,
with the prcsem.,r, robably of some domestic animal such as
dogs, poultry, or rﬂglnts. All these anmimals are c-bjcctinnable,
not so much probably from the class of ammal, as from the
nsufficient space 1n the immediate vicmity of the ]‘muah where ﬂ'lf.,_"i,
are kept. If domestic animals of the dog, poultry and rabbit
class are to be kept, they should be quite away from the yard
of the dwelling house.

All this may appear to some to be the ravings of the
fanatic or the alarmist, but experiments by scientific observers
all go to prove that there 1s more than the alarmist in the results
of such apparently harmless pets as poultry, rabbits, and dogs,
1,-.,}1{111 kept n close proxumity to rlweﬁmgh,; and further the ex-
perience of areas which have abolished the privy and ash-closet
amply prove that as such receptacles disappear so does infantile
diarrhea to a  very marked extent, as is shown by the lessened
death-rate.

The other sreal infant-killer are d&bilil_ating ante-natal con-
ditions, due In many cases io causes over which a sanitary
authority has a very indirect, if any, sway, such as immaturity
or some enfeebling condition inherited from one or both parents.
These causes are hidden, difficult, even impossible, to ascertain,
but nevertheless are particularly destructive to infant life, but
are causes which apparently do not vary much from year to
ear, and probably are not affected by tgc surroundings of the
ouse so far as your area 1s concerned. It is highly probable
that many of these born weaklings who now succumb wathin
few days or weeks of birth might live if mothers were fully
aware of the best possible means of preserving the lives of Sucir
weaklings, but where such knowledge does not exist, auckly
death steps mn and relieves the mother of her care.

The work of the health wvisitor will [ am sure do good
eventually, but the fight will be an uphill one, and years waill
elapse hefore much good 1s wisible, and fur! fier legislation may
bc NECEssary b'[..'l:l-_!lrﬁ th‘E: 'Hrﬂlrl]{ ID'F FC{UrmlnF{ Cﬂunf_llh Cin I‘,h..-ar ]Eb
legitimate fruit.

The Commission on the prevention of syphilis is continuing
its labours and its findings are awaited with curiosity as to whether
they will find @ way out of the opresent difficulty of dealing
effectively with syphilitic parents, whose selfishness imposes on
their innocent children deaths innumerable, and sufferings untold.
I consider that no qualnfs of conscience, no nonsense as liberty
of the subject should prevent the strongest possible measures
being taken against the spread of syphilis, and that substantial
[Jer:ﬂlllt}% be inflicted in El)'l case of wilful Wp-hlllﬂtmn of an
mnocent person.
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—

I am convinced that the more investigations made as to the
causes of declimng number of live children born the more as-
suredly would my asserbions be proved, and when this country
has time after the termination of a victorious and just war to
turn its attentions to peace and recuperation, one of the earliest
moments should be devoted to prﬂﬁ)blt by terms of long ims
prisonment, the sale of abortifacients, so that the loss (and it wall
be serious) of our best manhood should be speedily made good.
Not only will many of the best physically be lost to the nation,
but a large proportion of the neophytes of the next few
years may be expected to be produced by the nation’s weaklings,
men deficient physically or heroically.

The hbirth-rate for the Administrative County is 31.1 per
1.000. as compared with 30.6 per 1,000 last year, and the rate
for England and Wales 1s 23.3 per 1,000, as compared with 23.9
per 1,000 for last year. :

The rates for the different townships vary from 8.85 per
1000 to 41.28 per 1.000.

In annshi-pﬁ whose population 1s 2,000 and upwards the
highest rates are in Pelton (41.28), Witton Gilbert (36.65),
Usworth (35.40) and Lumley Great (34.41); and the lowest
rates are, in, Lamesley (26,77), Harraton (29.12), Birtley (30.68)
and Lumley Little (30.69).

During the year there were registered the births of 73
illegitimate children as compared with the births of 88 ﬂlegitimate
children last year. This gives 3.25 per cent. of all births as
compared with 4.06 per cent. last year.

First Quarter, Deaths ... 247 Rate, 14.70 per 1,000
Second * 2 -~ 232 & 1Al b
Third 5 ot . 269 . 1601 2
Fnurth 1l i b 2 13375 e

The general Death rate for each township will be found in
Table XI.

In townships having dpr:-pu.fdhml of 2,000 and upwards, the
highest general death rates are in Pelton (18 29), Lumley Great
s 12 ), Lumley Little ( 16.30 ) and Urpeth ( 16.23 ), and least
in Usworth (12.47), Edmondsley (12. 66), Lamesley (12.87) and
Witton Gilbert (13. 43) Pﬂllﬂn again, 1s amongst the highest
four, whilst Lamesley is as usual amongst the lowest four.

S

The Infant Death-rate in t:mnahms having a population of
2,000, and 'Lllp'i’kilh_l‘m are hlghu' in Lumley Great (207.8), Pelton
{1?4 9} Edmondsle ey {1643 and Birtl ey {15f! 7). and are lowest
in Harraton (61.2), Lumley Liitle (78.1), Washington (107. 4}
and Lamesley (109.1).
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First Quarter, Deaths ... 73 Rate, 125.8 per 1,000 borm

Second i el o IR ) -
Third " R [ | . 1939
Fourth < At e | w15

Deaths from the seven chief Zymotic diseases, viz.: Small-
ox, Scarlet Fever, Diphtheria, Measles, Fever (Enteric and
%‘}'p]ms) Whooping Cough and Diarrhea, number 191, as com-
m'cd with ]33 lasl year, and with 93 during the previous year.
‘Tl'ﬂ.. increase is seen in every one of these discases save Measles,
Smallpox and Typhus. In the latter two diseases no deaths
occurred, the diseases not being present. Diarrhea produced
56 more deaths, Enteric Fever 4 more, Scarlet Fever 53 more,
Diphtheria 1 more, Whooping Cough 12 more, and Measles 38

fewer.

The Zymotic death-rate 15 2.84 per 1.000. as compared with
2.07 per 1,000 last year, and with 1.41 per 1,000 the previous year.

The Zymotic death-rate for the Administrative County 1s
2.20 per 1,000, as compared with 1.85 per 1,000 last year. Ex-
cluding Diarrthea, the Zymotic death-rate for your district 1s
1.17 per 1,000, as compared with a Zymotic death-rate for the
Administrative County of 1.08 per 1,000, and a rate for England
and Wales of 0.77 per 1,000.

Following the method pursued by the Registrar General for
calculating the Diarrheal death-rate of children under two years
of age as so many per 1,000 born, your district’s rate 1s 42.29
per 1,000 born, the mte for the Administrative County is 36.06
per 1,000 born, and that for England and Wales 1s 20.41 per 1,000
born. The Diarrheeal death-rate for your district is thus more
than twice that of Ehgland- and Wales, and cmlsif_{cmhiy highﬁr
than that for the County generally.

In townships with a population of 2,000 and upwards, the
h1g}u:-5" ?}moth: death-rates are 1n L'umlLv Little {5 ?'_‘J'] Ex-
mondsley (5.67), Lumley Great (3.98), and Pelton (3.61); and
the lowest are in Harraton (0.59), Usworth (1.76), LamesIey
(2.19) and Witton Gilbert (2.47).

The following table gives the number of deaths from the
seven chief zymotic diseases during the past three years.

DisgasE. 1912 1013 1914
Smallpex ... s i | MR | ) R
Scarlet Fever ... N SRR R
Measles ... : el T e
Whooping Cough ot NS ) ENRERE.
Diphtheria = AR 1 IR |

Fever (Enteric or T}rphmd} SO e
Diarrhea ... IR BRI ) TR ) 1
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The number of deaths from diarrheea is considerably above
that of the years 1912 and 1913, but somewhat below that of
the year 1911. Of the 112 deaths from Diarrhea 75 or 66.9
per cent. are of children under one year old, and 20 or 17.8 per
cent. are children over one yean, but under two years old, so
that 84.7 per cent. of all deaths from diarrhea take place in
children in the very tenderest years of infancy. Unfortunately
the vital powers of the infant are unable to withstand the toxins
of micro-organic life, and the most sensitive barometer of un-
hygenic conditions of a locality is the infant. Given an in-
alsﬂ{:nitary surrounding and there surely follows a sacrifice of child
ife.

If one takes the mortality from Diarrhea alone, the highest
death-rates in townships having a population of 2,000 and upwards
are: Lumley Great (2.65), Urpeth (fﬂ}, Edmondsley (2.18), and
Birtdey (2.17); and the lowest in Lamesley (0.87), Usworth
(1.00), Pelton (1.68), and Washington (1.72).

BIRTHS AND DEATHS OF ILLEGITIMATE

CHILDREN.
During the year the births of 73 illegitimate children were
registered, as compared with 88 last year.  This gives an

illegitimate birth-rate of 1.08 per 1,000, as compared with 1.32
per 1,000 last year.

The number of deaths of illegitimate children equals 25, as
compared with 20 deaths last year.

The infant illegitimate death-rate 15 342.4 oer 1,000 born,
as compared with an infant death-rate of 1354.8 per 1,000 born
in wedlock.

v Birth (Quin- ] < ‘ﬁne{lﬂ' Q“in.‘l
2T, QUEeTITILL 2. eatn 1111114
il f!i'-'eragE. Rate. grerage.
IR )
|
1880 . 360! 7 igs 1850 | 18.76
1890 ... 35.80 1890 ... 1950
1891 ... 3950 1891 ... 19.90 )
1892 ... 39.70 | 1892 ... 19.10
1893 ... 40. 4[]- 39.96 1893 ... 2080 - 1990
1894 ... 3950 | 1354 ... 2010 :
1895 ... 40.70J 1895 ... 19.70
1896 ... 38.09 1806 ... 19.00°
1897 . 3780 1897 . 1650
1808 ... BW78. gggg 1808 ... 18% + 1E5]
1899 ... 3831 18909 ... 18.44
1900 ... 3806 1900 ... 2026




Y ear,

1901
1902
1903
1904
1905
1906
1907
1908
1909
1910
1911
1912
1913
1914

Year,

1887
1888
1889
1890
1891
1892
1893
1894
1895
1896
1897
1898
1899
1900
1901
1902
1903
1904
1905
1906
1907
1908
1909
1910
1911
1912
1913
1914

. 39.12)
.. 3858
.. 3836
R
AT
. 3652
... 3475
.. 3749
. 3763
.. 36.65
.. 3496
B
.. 3254
. 33.42

Birth-
Rate.

b

T

Zymotic
Death Rate
per 1,000,

PO s =i = R s e b = e s iv e o e b e o bl ko
el L T 0, B P R R R o e iy E
EEﬁEEEE@MFM%@H#WHHM%DE##%%

] T

Quin-
quennial
Average,

38.53
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The following table gives the chief rates for your dstrct,
the Admmstrative County, and for England and Wales per 1,000

of the estimated populations:

Chester-le- Administrative England

Street. County. and Wales.

Estimated Population ... 67,194 ... 988,750 ...30,960,684
Birth Rate per 1,000 N RO

Death Rate per 1,000 RS TR L | SRR
Zymotic Death Rat{: [Jcr 1000 25% .. 20F
Infant Death Rate

1.00¢ born 12 ... 1300 ... 1050
Death Rate per IUUU hv‘lng -
Smallpox e AN Lo OO e o A1)
Scarlet Fever ... g4 .. | o R 0.08
D:n:u'thena 2 110 S 3 .. 0.15
Fever (Eﬂierm} coe Al R
Measles St R e SR G S
Whooping Ccrugh 0.34 0.36 0.21

Iﬂl"r'h{Ld. S SN I.ﬁ{j 1412

Phthisis R 0.92
Oither Tubesorilar Diseases: ... . (.50 0.42
Acule Respiratory Diseases

other thay Philiss 2.14 2.29

PHTHISIS.

The number of cases of Pulmonary Phthisis notified during
the year are 105, as compared with 82 last year. Of these
27, or 25.7 per cent. are under 15 years of age; 37, or 35.2
per cent. are between that age and 25 years old, so that practic-
ally 60 per cent. of cases of Phthisis take place between birth
and 25 years of age.

From other tubercular diseases, such as Tubercular Menin-
gitis, Tubercle of bones, and of Abdominal organs, there were
60 notifications as compared with 57 such notifications last year.
Of these, 48, or 80.0 per cent. occurred under the age of 15
vears. This percentage last year was 78.9, so that the two
vears correspond very closely so far as age permd is concerned.

If one now tuns to the death table it will be found that
37 deaths were registered from Phthisis as compared with 50
deaths last year. This gives a death-rate 0.55 per 1,000, as
compared with (.70 per IUUU last year, and with a rate of
0.56 per 1,000, during the previous year.
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The deaths from other Tubercular Diseases numhr:r#34, as
compared with 54 last year, and equal a rate of .50 per
000, as compared with a death-rate of 0.81 per 1,000 last vear.

The total death-rate from Tubercular Diseases 1s 1.05 per
1000 as compared wath that of 1.51 per 1,000 last year, and with

1.58 per 1,000 the previous year.

The Phthisis death-rate for the Admnistrative County 1s
0.92 per 1,000, and the death-rate for other Tubercular Discases
1s 042, per 1,000, or a total death-rate from Tubercle of
1.34 per 1.000.

PREVENTION OF TUBERCULAR DISEASES.

As | mentioned in my last year's report, the Prevention
and Treatment of Tubercular diseases have to some extent
passed from vour surveillancz to that of the County Council
and County Insurance Committee. Advisedly I say " to
some extent, because whatever the County Council, or rather
the County Insurance, may be doing under the provisions of the
National Insurance Aect, one cannot get away from the fact that
vour Council is the Health Authority of vour District.

The County Insurance Committee are fishing in troubled
waters in their laudable desire to carry out the provisions of
the National Insurance Act, so as to reduce the incidence of
Phthisis and to cume the patients now suffering from Phthisis.
In both cases they are undertaking the labour of Sisyphus, but
it appears very doubtful if the stone will ever reach half-way up
the ll. I am convinced that the more one studies the effzcts of
Sanatorium treatment the less is one enamoured with its prosecu-
tion, at least in the manner one now sees it prosecuted. [ am
not prepared to say anything respecting the effects of Dispensary
treatment as [ have had no experience of such, but Domiciliary
treatment 13 In my opinion much the same good as Sanatorium,
prolonging in most instanzes the life of an incurable person, and
so far as Domiciliary treatment is concerned giving more chance
for further spreading of tubercular disease in the family of the
infected person.

At the Leed's Meeting of the * National Society for the
Prevention of Tubercule,” mast of the speakers dwelt on the
fact that the house was a most important factor, if not the chief
factor, in the propagation and dissemination of Tubercular in-
fection. This I am sure, will not, and cannot, be gainsaid
l}}' those who have giw:n the a}ightcﬁt consideration to the chief
evils which are at work in the prolongation of one of the most
fatal of diseases.



1S

Are the patients who have the benefit of Sanatoria thankful
or otherwise for the care lavished on them ?  The great majonty
if not all, are “otherwise.”

There can be no more difficult task, or a more thankless one.
imposed on any person than to set him or her to supervise a
Sanatorium, whose patients are those of a County Insurance
Committee.

That is probably a rather strong statement to make, but it
can be amply proved.

I tyhcruﬂd like. in furtherence uf this subiuct, to repeat, i‘n
toto, the remarks I made on the same subject in my last year's
annual report, and to emphasise them if possible.

During a part of the year (March to December), 103
patients were admitted to the Sanatorium, all being sent by the
County Insurance Committee. Of these, 16, or 10.6 per cent. were
between 5 and 15 years of age; 27, or 26.2 per cent. between
15 and 25 years: 21, or 20.3 per cent., between 25 and 35 vears:
26, or 25.2 per cent. between 35 and 45 yvears; 12 or 11.6 per
cent., between 45 anJ 55 years; 5, or 4.8 per cent., between 55
and 65 vears; and 1, or 0.97 per cent., above 65 years.

During the same period 79 patients were discharged, of
whom 2, or 2.5 per cent.,, were much mmproved; 62, or 78.6 per
cent. were mmproved; 13, or 16.4 per cent., remained stationary
during their residence: 1, or 1.20 per cent., was worse: and 1,
or 1.20 per cent. died. On the 31st December there re-
mamed under treatment 24.

DEATHS FROM ACUTE RESPIRATORY DISEASES
OTHER THAN PHTHISIS.

'-F[E.l{"l IIU.II‘I‘I}uF U'.I: dmt_hﬁ 'Frﬂll'l Ehe S0 {'liﬁﬂilﬁﬂﬁ |: an.ln‘l U“:ii'l,
Bronchitis, Pleurisy and other Acute Respiratory Diseases) are
144, as compared with 140 last year, and with 162 during the
previous year.

This gives a death-rate of 2.14 per 1,000, as compared with
2.10 per 1,000 last year, and with 2.39 per 1,000 during the
p.'r‘ewuu‘-r Car. The rate for the Admimstrative C(mnt\, 1s 2.29
{:cr 06, as compared with a rate of 2.53 per 1,0[]0 for
ast year.
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UNCERTIFIED DEATHS.

The number of deaths, the cause of which has neither been
certified by a qualified medical practitioner or by a Coroner, are
12, as compared with 11 tast year, and with 14 during the previous

'Iﬁ?is equals a percentage of 1.22 of all deaths, as com-
pared with a percentage of 1.62 last year.

The percentage of uncertified deaths to all deaths for England
and Wales is 1.20.

INFECTIOUS DISEASES.

(ExcLuping PatHISIS).

The number of infectious diseases notified t]}is vear 15 943,
as compared with 464 last year, and with 349 during the previous
year.

Of these, 726, or 78.04 per cent. are Scarlet Fever, as
compared with 67.02 per cepnt. last year; 33, or 3.50 per cent. are
Enteric Fever, as compared with 6.25 per cent. last vear; 89, or
0.04 per cent., are Diphtheria, as compared with 13.57 per cent.
last year; 5, or 0.52 per cent. are bu{:rpural Fever, as com-
ared with 0.21 per cenl last year; 83, or 8.80 per cent. are
%r},f.lq:nelﬂs as compared with 15. 73 per cent. last year; 1, or
0.10 per cent. 1s Polio-Myelitis, and 6, or 0.63 per cent. are
Ophthalmia Neonatorum. There were no cases of Polio-Myelitis
notified last year, and the last disease mentioned was not notihable
until the present year.

It 1s seen that there has been a very marked increase in
the total number of infectious diseases. an increase equalling a
little over 103 per cent., and this year shows the greatest number
of notifications since 1903. The attack rate per 1,000 this
vear 1s 14.03 per 1,000, whilst the attack rate in the last high-
waler year was 18.78 per 1,000.

The f{:“ﬂumg table gives the statistics for each quarter of
the vear, and the number of notifications, with the attack rate per
1.000 of the pcnpul,a;mn s_umc the adoption of the Notification of
Infectious Diseases Act in 1890.

First Quarter ............ 270 cases
T R S e 229 cases
Third WS SNl 0 201 cases

FOINEE o e sesesveiens 243 cases
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No. of Attack Rate
Year. Notifications. per 1,000,
it ] RCARRR IR S s TR T T S 0.61
oo RO i L s 8.15
1892 S 11.14
1893 R 16.15
1894 i e 10.14
1895 737 ] i e 12.75
1896 L e B R S R 14.26
1897 e e 6.63
1898 L n e ke U LRI 6.87
SIEINE AR S e T T 8.13
PO e ke e e e N 11.27
1901 il R SR R 1351
AR A o R e S 12.95
1903 : L B i R 18.78
1904 e 11.85
1905 T R A S 0.49
1906 L e h.82
L N T e LR e S 6.82
TN e e B B s e SR 0.14
PR R e e 0.14
Tl s || St e LT e e 5.5
103 5 COVPREREN =l 377 5.90
T PR e 0 e e 5.20
| 2V RS A e e H.96
1,17 e R i e e 14.03

As many cases as possible are wvisited, and instructions
wen as o T“l;t_. best means of pl'ﬂveiltmq the disease apnddmg
%—Iom carefully these instructions are followed in the majority
D‘F CHSCS, I Al af‘r’i]_d L[HﬂLH{LH “l[h l]:lﬂ CG]I".-LHILHCL ﬂ',l: H'I'E"',.-
parents, and not with the protection of the neighbouring

children.

Chester-le- Administrative
Street County,
Srnﬂllpi}x ik Un[] D[}D

Scarlet Fever ... e 1LE0 7.89
Dightheria 1.32 1.67
Enteric Fever ... (.49 .59
Typhus Fever ... 0.00 (.00
Puerperal Fever 0.07 0.04

Cholera 0.00 0.00
Plague 0.00 0.00
Erysipelas , ot 5 R 0.77
Glﬁ]‘ldLi"H 11 M&l] . o U.Uﬂ ﬂﬂﬂ
Anthrax in Man 0.00 0.00

Cerebro bplnﬂl Menin gllls R (.00
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Chester-le- Administrative
Street, County.
Acute Polio-Myelitis ... 1411
Ophthalmia Neonatorum 0.08 0.13
Pulmonary Tuberculosis 1.56 1.78
Other Tubercular Diseases ... 0.96 0.95

The attack rate of all the infections enumerated in the above
table equals 16.51 per 1,000 for your district, as compared with
13.82 per 1,000 for the Admimstrative County.

SMALLPOX.
The district was entirely free from Smallpox during the year.

The number of exemptions from Vaccination are greater this
vear than ever, and the number of susceptible individuals is in-
creasing year by year. The theory of the liberty of the subject
holds its sway in the matter of vaccination, and the general rate
payer has to pay very dearly for this fetish of liberty of the
subject.

In the following table I give the figures for Vaccination
n thL Chester-le- Street Pmr L:au Union:-

Percentage of

Year, Births, Vaccinated. Exempted. Unvaccinated
Children.
1905 2612 1966 47 2:33
1906 2588 1964 39 | il
1907 2534 1792 124 647
1908 2810 1682 523 2371
1909 2876 1525 690 3115
1910 2829 1525 853 3587
1911 2685 1492 853 36-37
1912 2696 1329 970 42-19
1913 2696 1320 977 42-57

1914 2719 1195 1095 47-81

e P i

SCARLET FEVER.

The activity of this disecase during the fourth quarter of
last year continued to manifest itself with increased acuteness
during the first quarter of the present year, nor did its activity
lessen much as the year aged.

This vear there were notified 726 cases, as E{}IIilperd with

300 cases last year, and with 234 cases during the previous year.
Thls is & huge ancidence, and has not been cqualled for 11 vears,

z.: not since 1903.
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The attack rate equals 10.80 per 1,000, as compared with an
attack rate of 4.50 per 1,000 last ycar, and with an attack rate of
3.55 per 1,000 during the previous year.

The attack rate for the Administrative Counly 1s 4.20 per
1,000, as compared with a rate of 5.86 per 1,000 last year.

The type this year is very much more fatal than in any
previous year for a considerable time, the number of deaths
this year reaching 32, as compared with 4 last year, and with
2 during the previous vear.

~ The case mortality this year 1s 4.40 per cent. as compared
with 1.33 per cent. last year, and with (.84 per cent. during
the previous year, :

The mild type which has prevailed for some years gave
place to a much more severe type, and there has not been such
a severe type during the past 30 years.

Scarlet Fever has claimed so little respect owing to its
mildness in causing deaths, that little, if any, fear possesses the
minds of parents, and consequently few 1f any precautions are
taken to protect healthy children from an attack of Scarlet Fever.

During the whole of the first quarter of the year and a
part of the second quarter, alongside of true scarlet fever there
was present anpther exanthem with characteristics somewhat
similar to scarlet fever, and such cases were gt‘:nﬂrally notified to be
Scarlet Fever. Withbout doubt this exanthem was entirely different
from Scarlet Fever, different in the rash, and general symptoms,
and certainly different in the length of time of illness. It was of
a mild nature, and did not cause either death or sequelze. How
many of these cases were notified as true Scarlet Fever, I have
no means of ]{nﬂ"ﬂv"inff, but iudging from [,11&: number admitted to
hospital, there must have been a fairly high percentage.

[f these cases could have been excluded the attack rate per
1,000 for Scarlet Fever would have been considerably lessened,

but the case mortality would have been very much higher.

The severe type of the disease caused more than the usual
number to suffer from sequelm, such as otitis media, a rather
dangerous accompanmiment of scarlet fever, and one somewhat
difficult to cure, apd which often causes death in after years by
seplic invasion of the membranes of the brain. The weekly
number of notifications did not show much falling off when the
end of the year was reached.

T.:hf! ti)“’ﬂﬁhipﬂ “-']'H-:I'L‘ I.,'.hﬁ {]:;.EEJEISE Was ITll.’}Sl' I}rC\FELlE-ﬂt wenrs
Lumley Little (110 cases), Pelton (100), Birtley (87), Wald-
ridge (60), Burnmoor (59) and Harraton (58).
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The following table gives the number of cases and the attack
rate for the district since 1890, and the second table compares
the attack rate of your district with that of the Administrative

Co unty.

Number of Attack Rate
Year. Cases Notified. per 1,000.
s 1 (s R 27 Rl 5.73
[l e R | A e 5.28
e R e ey 7.81
LR e e ) T, o5 Rl e e 6.31
LR e 5] e e T G i
ol e e L S 8.90
e [ o e e R 9.75
ot e R L AR e 3.80
o N L O s ) 4.65
T e o e 1 A L 540
L L o e e 8.69
o e T e 10.537
e e R LR 8.87
1 i SRR o Ay 1352
e g 6.88
100 e 1 O R 5.55
L T 0 RO TN 5.14
T T e S B S 3.61
P s AN e 5.20
e e S 6.20
B e R et i 3.11
1 015 [ e S 1100, N S S 2.31
i S e n s [ 3.99
s e S 5 e i 4.50
10 U e S e 7 T LA SR 10.80

The 'f{ﬂlm-.-'ing table gives the respective rates for the Coun’fy
and vour district since 1894:—

Year. [Dhstrict. County per 1,000,
EUEE ey Bagul e e
e e ... 6.62
1] e s R PR 5.88
Gl S LR = i | A SR 5.45
i e E e e e 4.11
e 2 RN 6.17
EURRRS s 5 ) e TS A 7.47
7 L S N R 1 i S 1.97
Ll A Bl e 7.08
LI i ST e & R SR 6.90
B s 1 TR0 e 5.74
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Year. Distriet, County per 1,000.
1 e B4 g e :
L) TEEY I SUSE, |n RC N 2.68
PIB i Rl s 3.04
O e B | e T R 4.37
401 R T s SR e s T 3.94
| 47 PR (T 2 TR S 3.50
|1 E S =l e S 5.94
|13 SRRRERRS el 5.93
I 1 R L3 R e 7.89
MEASLES.

The fatality from Measles was almost nil this year, a great
contrast from 1ts death toll of last year.  The number of
deaths were only 3, as compared with 41 deaths last year.

This gives a  death-rate of 0.04 per 1,000 as compared with
(.61 par l,ﬂgﬂ last year.

The death-rate from this disease m the Administrative Counly

is 0.14 per 1,000 and that for England and Wales is 0.24

Judging by the number of deaths one may suppose that
Measles were less prevalent in your district than in the County
as a whole, or in England and Wales as a whole.

Deaths from Measles were reporied from the townships of
Lamesley (2), and Lumley Little (1) only, two of the deaths
being those of children under 2 vears of age and one death in a
a child over 5 years but under 15 years of age.

ENTERIC FEVER.

This tedious and fatal fever has not been by any means pre-
valent in your district during the year. The total number of
cases notified are 33, as compared with 29 last year, and with
12 duﬁng I,'hc FeVIOUS yedr, and lhnugh it 15 the greatest number
for any one o the pasl three years, yvet 1t 1s under the average
of the five years ending 1913, and considerably helow the average
for the 5 years ending 1908.

T]'ID {:lim!ﬂ.ﬁ(} 'C{J]'hdii.iun, I']C-]ll'l'g [i'r‘}' EIHII Warti, were 'FHE‘D[LPH['}!E;
to the |J'}FE:'H.-HIEHJEE of Enteric Fever, vel no burst of Enteric Fever
appeared.  The highest number of cases occurred in the town-
shins of Lumley Great (7), Lamesley (6), Washington and
Birley (5 cases each).

The attack rate {uf all cases m:tiﬁed) ner 1000 of the popu-
lation has been 0.49, as compared with an attack rate of 0.43 per

1,000 last year, and with an attack rate of 0.18 per 1,000 during
the previous year,
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The attack rate for the Administrative County has been
0.539 per 1,000.

The following table gives the number of cases, and the
attack rate per 1,000 for each year since 1890, which was the
commencement of compulsory nolification of infectious diseases.

Number of Attack Rate
Year, Notifications. per L,000.
i | TR S < T R 1.26
T TR RTINS &5 (e 1.40
1H 1 e T e S 1.34
Y e SRR Tk R 0.77
Ll S R S e e 2.09
1 S PR ok e 1.30
o et WS S W e 1.88
L P e 5 0.57
B e SR R 0.66
N St it 7 A A e 0.95
10 LR S G 7 A S BN 0.94
P s s o B SR R 1.16
i) B o 1.07
Il i1 RS M . L R 0.49
)1 2 S S e A 0.71
DG i e i i e e 1.13
NI i i O R 0.91
N e i R (r.31
I Lo R S 5 e R s 1.49
e S A e PR B 0.81
AR O T L SO e 0.44
A e e s 0.89
L i s  tnes IR S e fep 0.18
B2 Y o T SR A 0.43
1202 L SO e SRR 0.49

In T-ablc_v” will be seen the distribution of the disease so
fﬁr‘ a5 ‘].'-:J";’-.'!I!‘IS]‘L]QF: ﬂnd m{}nthﬁ f}'l: lh: }'U}ir dare C[}nuﬂrﬂﬂﬂ,

Every case was carefully investigated as to the probable
cause. Many of the cases were sporadic and it was impossible
to discover the cause in these cases.

With regard to the 7 cases which occurred in the Village
of Lumley, one was not Enteric, but the other 6 were cases
of BEhnteric Fever. Four of the cases were notified within
seven days of each other, and though I failed to discover any
cause, 1t is highly probable that these cases had a common
origin, probably a carrier. All the cases were females and
all lived or had close family ties within a radius of 100 yards,
The other two cases occurred later, and had not probably . any
connection with the first four, '
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The townships supplied _Wii‘h (Iecp well water did not suffer
this year in proportion to former vears, yet the fact must not
be overlooked that the township of Washington had four cases,
a township supplied with deep well water, whilst the adjacent
township of Usworth supplied by other water, had only one
case, and this patient, by her family connections, was frequently
m Washington township.

DIPHTHERIA (OR MEMBRANOUS CROUP).

There was a further increase in the number of notihed cases
of Diphtheria, during the year as compared with the two previous
years.

The number of cases notified were 89, as compared with 61
last year, and with 39 during the previous year.

This gives an attack rate of 1.32 per 1,000, as compared with
an attack rate of 0.93 per 1,000 during last year, and with an
attack rate of 0.59 mer 1000 during the previous year. The
disease was notified from 13 townships as compared with 10
townships last vear.

As to age distribution 28 cases or 51.4 per cent. were under
5 vears of age, and 53 or 59.3 per cent. were between 5 and
15 vears of age.

It is quite possible that the notified cases do nol represent
the actual number of cases of diphtheria.  Sometimes diphtheria
is not easily recognised by clinical signs alone, and when a deaih
is notified in a young child as occurring from acute Laryngitis
or Laryngismus Stridulus there 1s some suspicion that the disease
15 diphthera.

The number of deaths from this disease was 13, or a case
mortality of 14.0 per cent. as compared with a case mortality of
19.67 last year, and with' a case m[}rtallt}' of 12.82 for the vear

1913,

The case mortality was over twice as high amongst children
treated at home as 1t was amongst those treated in the hospital.
There were 38 cases of Diphtheria treated at the hospital with
3 deaths or a case mortality of 7.89 per cent.  Whilst 52
cases were Created at homs with 10 deaths or a case mnrtulil}r
of 19.2 per cent.

During the year Antitoxin has been supplied to 15 medical
practitioners, the numbers of umts bemg 216,000, as compared
with 7 prﬁcﬂtiﬂn{erﬁ, ;J,n(l 1&8,000 units last year.
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The following table gives the number of cases notified,
and the number of deaths in each quarter of the vear.

First Quarter 25 cases notified, 2 deaths, 8,00 per cent.
Second 18 e R [
Third A i 1 - 5.00
Fourth o o = Fi 26.92

The following table gives the number of cases and the attack
rate per 1,000 since the adoption of the Notification Act of 1890,

Number of Attack Rate

Year, Notifications. per 1,000.
D b o U | R e e 0.11
it ) e R ] i S e R O 0.30
FAE B L e Bl A E 0.52
10 e R o S o e 0.55
i e | b 0.28
s S TS | A A S E
et T e e R e 1.00
ol 1T S SR G 20 el A AT .36
il e 1 SR 0.27
Ay o, T 1111 Qe S s 0.16
1151111 e e S 7 0.28
L e T e 0.54
e B e 1.02
s g e 1.98
e R A |51 WY S Sl 1.95
|91 g R 2 1 et BT e en i 1.15
PG ] 3 b S 1.58
5 e S e e T 1.75
{140, 1o N S 104 1.38
Tl 1 S S i 7 har i S ! 1.21
S e 5 i et e 0.83
POREIY } R SR g 1.44
PRI e 39 . 0.59
P el el i, e R R 0.93
147 T B 1.32

PUERPERAL. FEVER.

T]'l(_" n"l.un‘her ().'l: CASCS {}'F Pu‘l]‘:}ﬂrﬂ] FEV:I‘ ]'l{]-l:iﬁ{_‘d I',I,E'J,S. ]_':If'_'.'UI'I
5, as compared with one case last year, and with none during the
previous vear.  The number of deaths regisiered from this
disease has been 9, as compared with one last year.

From these figures it appears that all the cases of Puerperal
Fever have not been nc-t'lﬁcé).
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WHOOPING COUGH.

This distressing infant malady has caused 23 deaths during
the year, as compared with 11 deaths last year, and with 29
deaths during the previous year.

The disease caused deaths in 10 townships, as compared
with 3 'q';ow:tsi'li,ps last year, The discase was thus much more
general than in the previous year. The township having the greatest
number of deaths was Pelion (6).

DIARRH(EA.

This disease was much more prevalent this year than for
the last two years.

The climatic conditions of the year under discussion were
'Fﬁ\-’uur'ﬂ;l:}lﬂ to m"UCh diﬂrl"ht‘ﬁa, Em{l One ““Ullid h-i:i"'.-'ﬂ L‘xuﬂﬂﬂlﬂil eWETL
a higher incidence than has actually been incurred.  Whether
this has been accidental or caused by the somewhat mmproved
sam'ary condition of your district can hardly be judged by a
single year. One would hope that the latter cause i1s the ex-
q’:lﬂnatitm of this somewhat fewer deaths from diarrhea than
one would have u:{.pﬂ{:[:c:] from: the past hi—siur}' of the district.

The causes ruling the incidence of diarrhaea have so often
been repeated in the pages of my annual reports, that I will not
again pul them on paper, this year at least.

The number of deaths from diarrhcea this year is 112, or
nearly double of those of last year, viz.: 60, but even greater
when compared with the number occurring during the cold year

of 1912, wiz.;: 27.

This gives a death-rate of 1.60 per 1,000, as compared
with death-rate of 0.99 per 1,000 last year, and with 0.4]1 per
1,000 during the previous year.

The death-rate from Diarrhea for the Administrative County
was 1.12 per 1,000 as compared with a rate of 0.85 per 1,000

last year,

In townships having a population of 2,000 and upwards
the highest rates were in Lumley Great (2.65), Edmondsley
(2.18), Birtley (2.17), and Wiiton Gilbert (1.95), and lowest
- Lamesley (0.87), Usworth (1.00), Pelton (1.68), and Wash-
ington (1.72).
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ERYSIPELAS. )

The number of cases notified during the year are 83, as
compared with 73 cases last year. This gives an attack rate of

1.23 per 1,000, as compared with an attack rate of 1.09 per
1,000 last year.

The attack rate for the Administrative County is 0??
per 106':]

OPHTHALMIA NEONATORUM.

This disease, at times, a very serious affection of the eyes
of the newly born infant became notifiable during the ecarly
part of the year,

It 1s a highly contagious disease, affecting the eye, pro-
ducing mbense inflasnsization of the external surface of Hie eye-
ball and nner surfaces of the eyelids.

Danger to sight is very great, and frequently complete blind-
ness follows, owing to opaque cicatrices forming m the cornea
and preventing 11;.;]‘11. rays penetrating the eve., There are all
gradations of the disease from the very slight to the very virulent
This results from the specific progamism which is the cause of
the disease. In gonococcal infection the result is often disastrous
Lo ‘l]le sﬂght, EVEIL w1th the best treatment, and with mediocre
treatment blindness is sure to result.

There were six cases notified.  All were investigated, all
E:::re mild and all recovered without any permanent injury to,
e eye.

POLIO-MYELITIS.

One case was notified, a child aged 2 years. Recovery
took place with paralysis of the left arm and hand.

OTHER NOTIFIABLE DISEASES.

No cases were nofified. A list of notifiable disease will

be found in Table II.
BACTERIOLOGICAL EXAMINATIONS.

All these examinations are now undertaken by the County
Council and pald for bj,r that bady, and the result of these ex-
aminations are sent to the District Medical Officers of Health
by the County Medical Officer.

In all cases such examinations are of great assistance to
the geneml prachitioner 1n helping him to diagmmu cases of
cerlain diseases, where the symptoms are indefinite.
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It often appears to me that in such cases as suspected En-
teric Fever, Diphtheria and Cerebro Spinal Fever, a more
frequent use of such aids would be of advantage to the individual
patient and to the district at large.

—_— s

| i

i Number of | RESULTS, {
DisEASE SUSFECTED. !!:;arecigt:emt' ‘
| Es"h”'“m‘" Positive. | Negative |Suspicious

| 1 |
e s : 1.. ;
. . i ,

Diphtheria i S| 5 | B

| | | | ¥

- . | | .

| Enteric Fever ... R : 15 By | B

i | !

| Phthisis ... ol 14 dde e

| | | | |

| s WS ety

Total i i

|

94 | 34 O R

DISINFECTION OF HOUSES, ARTICLES OF
CLOTHING, ETC.

Systematic disinfection of houses, after infectious diseases,
1s not carried out.  The efficiency or even need of such a process
1s doubtful, and certainly not worth the money which would
be spent on it. I believe that clothing should be carefully
disinfected after such diseases as Phthisis, Enteric Fever, Diph-
therta and Smallpox. I consider that washing in an ordinary
way 1s quite efficacious in the first three named diseases, but
I think that a higher temperature than that of boiling point
would be advisable with reference to articles infected with
smallpox.

For the troops billeted within the district a considerable
number of blankets and palliasses have been disinfected.

SCHOOLS.

Schools and school life being now chiefly under the control
o_f the C[}Lmi'}r Ea'l:l'ur_mtmn iJﬂ'lL‘lﬂ,,IH- the supervision mc these places
does not come much under me.

The same practice with reference to notifiable disease is
pursuzd as was my practice in former years.

WATER SUPPLY.

In that area supplied by the Consett and Weardale Company
there was a marked shortage in the latter part of September,
October and early November.  This company appear to have
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an insufficient storage accommodation to supply their large area in
vears with a deficient rainfall. An under average rainfall
durlng the present year was prominent :{uring the greater part
of the year, and as a consequence some of the higher portions of
your arca, such as Waldridge, Edmondsley and Twizell, had no

water fnr days on end at frﬁf]uent times during the month of

Octobe

Even with this state of affairs and water of doubtful purity
used for domestic purposes, there were no cases of Enteric Fever
in the stricken districts.

The scarcity of water in the Lumleys continued throughout
the vear. A small storage reservoir has at last been built, but
at the end of the vear was not ready for use.

The supply of water to Usworth Colliery and a part of
New Washington 1s not so good as 1t should be, caused probably
by the msufﬁmcncy of pipe area.

IH 11’11' ],"I.Sil }'\_‘I-EIT?S I"CTJ']II. t}l[..l"L WAas antiﬂnC(i all i]lﬁumi}lﬂf!‘:}r
of water to Kibblesworth (173 houses). I had hopes that a
supply from a public W atier Company would be installed, but
this has not been done. The Colliery Company, who own the
houses have increased the supply from their colliery workings,
which your council acce '}thI as adequale. Chemically, the water
is good (on the date of analysis), but I think that it is ad-
visable to sieer clear of sources of water which can be
contaminated at any moment. Water from colliery workings,
where so many men may be in contact with the HLL[JPI"J at some
spot_between its source and point of distribution, always in my

opinion 1s a suspicious waler, because pollution 1s so potentially
possible.

Six houses have been supplied by the water of Newcastle
and Gateshead at Lady Park, and at Fléqar Bar a few houses have
been su,-pplled with water from the onsett Water Cumpan}"a
Mains.

Speaking generally, pwwu]ed the supply was increased in the
portions of your area :I’r have named, your district is well supplied
with good polable water.  Only once before this year, since
1895 has there been a scarcity of water in that portion of your
district supphed by the wfala.rdalc and Consett Water Company.
This company [ understand, is about to apply to Parliament for
powers o construct enlarged storage reservoirs and to increase
the price of their water.  The former is absolutely neceasary,
the latter is not necessary.
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REMOVAL OF HOUSE REFUSE.

This perennial question has been as much before your
Council as in former years, and the efficiency of contractors does
not improve by age.

I should like to cmﬁ hasise the opinion I have expressed in
probably every Annual Report I have written, that scavenging
by contract is not ideal and never will be.

The system makes efficiency in its true meaning impossible.
In contracting one has, as it were, two forces in direct opposition.
The force represented by profit, and the force represented by
efficiency. gﬂnlmcl}ors compete one against the other to secure
the work, and if their price 1s low, sufficiently low, to secure to
them the contract, it follows that th&y must exercise the greatest
economy 1if they are to be remunerated sufficiently at the vear's
end. Now to one man sufficient profit may mean insufficient
gain to another, and so efficiency must be encroached upon ac-
cording to the economic psychology of the contractor.

Eliminate profit and there is only one force, that of efficiency.
Efficiency can only be obtained by Municipal scavenging.

I am convinced that if the scavenging of your whole district
was undertaken by your own plant and men, controlled by a good
orgamser, that you would in two or three years be able to do
the work as cheaply as you are now doing the work by con-
tractors. but that aﬁ(, scavenging would be efficiently done, 1nbtcac1
of nearly every month having complaints of imperfect scavenging,
as one now experiences under the present conditions.

It does not appear to me that the conditions, made in the new
contracts last year, per se, have done much, if any good, so far
as better scavenging is concerned.

Mr. Swaddle says, "~ The work has been well attended to
in Cocken and Plawsworth” (small parishes), " also in Witton
Gilbert, with the exception of Sacriston eastern area, wher«e therc
were Ereverﬂl cases of m,g!.,u. due to insufficient Hllpt:‘r“i.-lSlDl‘.l g:m
the contractor’s part) “there being no one in charge of workmen.”

“In Great Lumley, occastonal cause for complaint, entirely
due to carelessness of workmen.”

“The work in Edmondsley parish was well attended to
except T'wizell Colliery section.
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“In Pelton Parish (Grange Villa and Wesi Pelton sections}
there was f!‘{‘:ﬂllﬂﬂi neglect up to 31st March, when contract was
dﬂtcrﬂ_‘llnﬂd T]-.lL [1EW (,'[}nl.rLllf..-tDF 1‘\ L‘lﬂll‘lj_, hl"a ‘l.’kr-[:lll “L].l

" Since August, there has been frequent cause for complaint
m Urpeth and “Ouston parishes, there was an improvement in
Bcﬂm]S]'l a.nd Nﬁ Pl'lLL HLC.J.{JHH dfiLr il 'I‘:Lr"'-n’il'ldl IHELF".H_,W- Wlt}l
the contractor, but in the eastern part of Urpeth Parish and Ouston
Parish there was no improvement at the end of the vear.

“In Birtley Parish there has been almost continual trouble.”

“ There has been a marked reduction in the number of
nusances arising from refuse tips” (now under the direct super-
vision of the Sumiar} Inspectors) “due to the better control
possible under the new contracts.

Respecting the other districts in your area, I am not in
a position fo give definite information.  Mr. Brown was mobil-
1sed 1n August and Mr. Wadge entered a Sanitary Company in
December, and I have been unable to get the usual particulars
from them, ﬂnt] ll‘mugl‘z [ know there has been frequent ncglﬁr_:’ﬂ
of scavenging in the other areas | cannot say anything more
defimite.

From the indiciment of the scavenging in many areas ap-
pearing year by year, one cannot think of any real remedy sawe
nmmcwﬂ scavenging.

I have observed frequently that the covers of the scavenging
carts have been non-exisient or rolled umn, and that dust from the
carts often blow about the streets and roads.

.":kgﬂiﬂ t]]'['! D\-’ﬂl’ﬁl].iﬂg O'E carits i!‘; a5 COINMONn 4s ever. TI]:ES
overfilling is the cause of littering more or less the streets
and roads with the refuse from the ashpits.

lT]le control of the tips by the Inspectors has been pro-
dfl.ld.':i;ll:{' of much good. There are fewer cases of tipping by
roadsides though a few sull continue.

The depositing of ashpit refuse in fields and the neglect
of speedy ploughing in has been the cause of som: complaints
during thz year, but as time goes on probably this will cease to
some ex‘ent also, and if the scavengmg was under your Counail's
direct conirol th"‘T'L would be no difficulty in preventing this
fairly common nwsance.
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The following table gives the cost of scavenging for the
vear ending 31st March, 1915, in the several Townships:

Average Cost

(Gross Cost per house per
Township. per annumt. annum i? pence.
\ o i i,

Buddiel i i 15 9 0 176.9
Birtlay ...cncenintn i L | 109.7

UFTENOOL v vnsennnsnnnss 146 2 11 159.8
Caidliety oo 18 0 0 1309
Edmondsley ............. Y| B 1174
Harraton ....ooovvvevnne, 3# - 5 11 134 .8
Lambion .c.oooovecen.n. 1818 8 146.6
Lamesley .o 699 8 9 119.1
Lomley, Great ... 238 13 153
Lumley, Little ......... 215 19 4 142.3
B U R S S | {7 157.1
Pl oot e 1,302 4 6 177.1
Plawsworth ... 180 14 6 147.5
Ehipeth oo nriags 352 15 4 111.8
LT O I - 104.9
Washington ............ o 133.7
Witton Gilbert ......... 849 3 10 125.1

Tha total cost of scavenging of the fmshc: enumerated is

£7,083 5s. 9d. for the year ending 31st March, 1915,

SANITARY IMPROVEMENTS ACCOMPLISHED
DURING THE YEAR, AND REQUIRED IN THE
FUTURE.

lI.:[“,}'l}.,,- GuJDt‘La[{ {PF War in ::T‘i.l U'."n.'.-‘!'-.' '].'!'.-'.i .:'[I J‘Lh-"ll‘wf }'l]".a.]"l. '&Qli
o a considerable degree the umprovements of houses which
would have taken place during the latter part of the year. Your
Council resolved that work incurring much expense would not
be demanded of owners, since trade and labour would orobably
bﬂ‘ [1‘:5*5[]1'%1‘[115(:(] b}' 15[113 dﬂmﬂ.ndq 'UF I.hlf.- War.

BARMSTON.

This small township is in good sanitary condition. The real
HTlII_‘rl"IJ‘I.-'{_.IllLJ'l[ required here 1s R R
mto water closels.

BIRTLEY,

In this township a fair amount of improvements of a minor
nature has taken place, chiefly in the shape of general repairs
to houses and drains. One privy has been abolished, and some
water closets erected.
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Six streets of 533 lineal yards have been made by the owners
under the supervision of the Highway Surveyor.

BURNMOOR.

The houses in this townships are in the same state as they
were last year.

COCKEN.

Several houses and drains have been repaired and High

Cocken Cotiages (2) closed.
EDMONDSLEY.

There are improvements in streets or houses in this
township. Tm..n privies have been demolished and ash-closets
Crcctf-d iJ'I 'IJ'[LI[' i; Nlnﬁ hnllHL‘E hr_U.-L bLL“ ELIIer“‘H -
paired, 8 houses apnuied 1 floor relaid, several drains repaired,
and 3 water closets provided in place of a less samlarv form.
Four houses have been closed at Mount Pleasant (2) and West
Edmondsley Cottages (2).

HARRATON.
In this township much could be done but little has been ac-
complished.  Four houses have been mns'iclerabl improved.
Seven houses have been closed at Old 1 (2), Wormhild

Cottage (1), Chatershaugh (1), The Suuaru (1) and Fatfield
Farm (2).

At West Cottages, 3 houses closed last year have been
demolished and the site cleared.

At Peartree Cottage, 2 water closets have replaced 2 privy
ashpits, and at South View one water closet has been prouded

LAMESLEY.

Further improvements have taken® 1::1.—.1[.,' in this L(mna}up.
The houses (7) at Lady Park have been given a supply of
water from the Newcastle and Gateshead (Jt:-mg"m} s Mains,

LUMLEY, GREAT.

General repairs have been effected to 4 houses, 8§ privy
ashpits have been abolished, and 10 ash-closets erected, several
drains and ash-closets have been rc,pain_d I'Inuaua have been
closed at Front Street (1), Hood's Fold (1), and Back "o the
Shaft (9). On part of the latter site several new houses have
been erected.

Nothing further to improve the Stackyard, Woodman's Place,
Hood's Fold, area of the 1\"111;1**& of LU.['IIIL} has been able to be
carried out, and this very necessary improvement must wait until
Mat"s gl.‘r‘: bluinllﬂl"ﬁ El],-td thﬂ tﬂﬂlI][L ﬂi: Jdﬂl]b 15 C]ﬂq{,—d
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The water supply of this village has been defective off and
on for the whole year, but means are being adopted to provide
e better supply in the future.

LUMLEEY, LITTLE,

At the Second Pit two houses have been made into one.

PELTON.

A very fair number of improvements have been made in this-
tqwn:,]‘ln in the repalring of house roofs 1\1[]) spouts (8} generaﬂ}r
re.pmred (24), ash-closets repaired (92) drans repaired (56),
privies abolished (32), water closets provided (18), ashclosets

bult (28), ash bins provided (10) and drains constructed (16).

Ten houses have been closed at William Street (3) and
George Street (3), West Pelton; Munroe's Buildings (3), Pelton,
and Club Row (1), Pelton Fell.

PLAWSWORTH.

GEHLM] erH.irb ]-l;],.‘.-[,.. bl’:Ll‘! {,E.r]"iCd 'u,_}ut a5 -.FU”Q'E-H‘H R(‘!U‘F“&
repaired (12), aﬂ‘:utmg repaired (11), floors cemented (5), vards
cemented (4), prives abolished (19), water closets provided (3),
ash-clpsets built (22), drains constructed (9), and five dwelling
houses were closed at Station Road, Plawsworth (2), Tan
Hills Farm (2), and Nettlesworth North House (1).

USWORTH.

The following improvements have taken ple ace in general

repairs a' Hunter's Strect and Prospect Terrace, Springwell, (8),
Uswaorth Village (2), Usworth Col lllLI'} (12), and K)Vatcrmo (4).

Forty-one houses have been closed at The Square (24),

and Middle High Row (13), Usum th Colliery; Candy Bank
{}{hRobmmna Bml{llngx (1) and tone Cel lrlf"-l (2) Ush'mth
1

The completion of the Council’'s Houses n this tow mhlp Was-
accomplished durmi; the year.

‘31\ streets of 400 lineal "n-d.l!"'[IH have been made in connection .
with the Council’s Housing Scheme in this parish.

At Heatherhill, Springwell, 4 privy ashpits were replaced
by 4 water Cl'DS.EtH at Duuglaa TL,I“I‘clLL 2 privy ashpits were
abolished and 2 water-closets built in their stead:; Front Street,
New Washington, 1 water closet was erected, i oo Quarry
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Row, Usworth Colliery, 26 water-closets were built in proximity
to the houses in lieu of 20 ashpit privies situated a considerable
distance from the houses. This was a very marked improvement.

At New Rows 94 ashclosets badly situated in a narrow
back street should be converted to water-closets, but the gcni:r'al
disorganisation of labour consequent on the war stopped this wery
necessary improvement.

There have been 32 privies and 2 ash-closets demolished.

WASHINGTON.

Twenty-five back-vards have been concreted at the following
places: Speculation Place (8), Shaftoe Terrace (10); Grey's
Buildings (5), Washington Village: Railway View (2), Wash-

mgton Station.

Sixty-one privy ashpits and 9 ash-closets have been abol-
1shed and 69 water-closets have been erected at the following
laces: Speculation Place (10), Shafioe Terrace (10}, Spout
Eeme (2), Waahmgtﬂn vﬂ]a e f5) Bl"a:nd Row (1), and at
Washangton Station, Albert Place (3} Humhl Street (0), Bell
Street (6), North Eastern Railway Cottages (21), Cork Works
(3), and the Willows (2).

Twenty-nine streets of 2,260 lineal vards have been properly
made under the nrovisions of the Private Streets Works Act.

WITTON GILBERT.

In this parish a fair amount of general sanitary improvements
have been effecied, consisting of general repairs as follows: Roofs
repaired (18), spouts repaired (12), floors cemented or laid in
wood (b), vards cemented (25), privies abolished (45), water-
closets pmwided (19), ash-closets erected (35), water-closets

aired (19), drains constructed (13), drains repaired (23), and
(11 er minor 1mprmcmenfs Tenements have been rtduc“'i at
Tunstall Lodge (1), Gm}f Horse Inn Cottage (1), and houses
have been closed at Sacriston Gates house (1), and Front Street
(1), Sacriston.

DAIRIES AND COWSHEDS.

I have very little to add to my remarks made hercon last year.

POLLUTION OF STREAMS.

This matter remains in {,:xa-n::ti},-' the same state as described
i last year s report.
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CLOSET ACCOMMODATION.

Generally, the same remarks apply as have been made
previously. There 1s, however, a greater tendency, or rather I
should say less objection to the winber Hlessy now, than in former
years, and though there have besn some conversions I believe
that had this year been a normal year of peace. many more ash-
closets would have ceased to exit, and many more water closets
been erected than have taken place.

Last %Lm" [ gave the numbcr of nuisances taking place in the
LllFFtrent Class of c[o%lb, iz, Watcr cl:;}scts, as,h LIGHEtb, and

privies. | do nolt have the Egutres this vear for the whole area,

but for the Witton Gilbert area, the figures and nuisances
associated with these three classes of closets are as follows,

Number of FPercentage

Class. Number. Nuisances. ol Total.

Water Closets 633 b 0.9
Ash Closets ......... 3301 144 4.4
Privy Ashpits ....... 1054 73 6.9

The percentage is calculated on the number of closets.

Number of |

IJW’!’."]i.'I'LH (:].{JHET ACCOMMODATION. R]i[—'l,'!-jl-:.
TowNsHIF. Houses and
ml:e}' | e i 4 | ]
~oceupied S e [ AT Prive, | Ash- | Ash-
buildings. i | ! pits, | bins.
Barmston ............| 108 : 13 ‘ il P
Biddick, %:u‘h 28 i 3 | e 16 | B wes |
1 Bir! ].t} ............ 1760 370 1185 BT
Burnmoor ........... 265 28 1 .. 99 156 | ... |
Cocken o 33 4 | 59% 25 g e
Edmondsley ........ 473 IO e 5 e
Havralon ..o 675 93 ‘ ... | 535 102 |
Famesley: ... 31 - ) R I
Lambton ........... 1412 994 1 ... | 833 | 399 :
Lumley Great ....| 473 T (- s 96 ;
Lumley Little .....| 373 32 339 37 |
i BT oy e 176 21 147 25
ST e 1813 342 1203 | 235 | .
Plawsworth ........ 394 0 o) ST 134 | 125 (..
tlreeth el s | oaasla s an |
Usworth ..o 1549 281 | ... | 1196 | Al e
Waldridge .......... 294 oAl el SORNE i
ﬂ'-,hmgmn I W i | 419 ‘ PR L 149 | |
‘Wrmn Gilbert ...| 1658 204 | 27 | 1044 | 4386
Toml ...... 3887 | 2202 | 91 | tr:uq 2?0{1

* Chiefly at Cocken Hall for temporary nse at billets there,

I The ﬁf_.';]l.f-': are thoze for 1913,
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The number of water closets have been increased by 13 per
cent.  Earth closets are the same, if the Cocken Hall temporary
ones are deducted.  Ash-closets have increased by 0.18 per
cent., and privy ashpits have decreased by 8 per cent., as com-
pared with the numbers of last year.

UNHEALTHY DWELLINGS.

There stll remain many unhealthy houses in your district,
and unfortunately the number which would have been improved
have been c*::mmduahl} curtailed ]::ﬁ,r the war now r;a«.ﬂmrvr

There are required many houses to properly house tha
people who desire to reside in your district.

The following table gives the number of houses closed in
each township during the vear, and the number built and oc«
cupied during the same period.

No. of Houses No. of Houses
Township. Built and Occupied. Closed,
Barmgten ..o R
Biddick, South ........ PIsESe
Tt S R UL MR LI
B PRI s s s viins ol Moo
B R PR 2
Edmondsley ............ el R el 4
Hlerrabon ......ocvsmene L 7
LRt s v ot R
Lameler oiivniiinin R L Tt O ~
Lumley Great ......... 15 S 11
Lumley Little ......... L 1
A e S N H S
BT e s e ATl 3
Plawsworth ............ o e Thiaoe 3
Urq::-t::';h ,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,, il S il
el B s 41
Alaldmdoe B
Washington ............. e 8
Witton Gilbert ........ SRR i 10
199 Ry 04

ISOLATION HOSPITAL.
Owing to the marked incidence of Scarlet Fever vour district
dlfi llp[i possess sufficient 11{15[:1[&[ accommodation for the efficient
1solation of infectious diseases.

The opening of a third [chll:hm built on the cubicle system
at the end of 1913, proved an immense service during the year,



40

m isolation of doubtful cases, and cases of contagious disease,
such as scabies, which occurred amongst the troops billeted in
the hospiial area.

There was a considerable number of cases of Scarlel Fever
(probable over 30) refused admission owing to want of ac
commodalion.

The question of enlargement was considered by the Joint
Hospital Board, bul any decision as to final action has been
pm;a['p(mﬂd oftener than once, and at the end of the vear all cases
could be admitted.

It would be misleading if I dealt with the Rural cases alone
in describing the work of the hospital, and I purpose following
the lines of former years.

~ During the year 458 patients were admitted as compared
with 234 patients last year, and with 139 patients during the
previous  year.

Of these, 74 were patients from the Urban District, 6 were
cases amongst the hospital staff, one from outside the district of

the Joint Board, 2 amongst troops billeted at Bowes™ House,
and 375 were from the Rural District.

~ Of the 375 admitted from the Rural District 309 were ad-

mitted as suffering from Scarlet Fever, 35 were admatted as
SFl‘lfPﬂi"lng from Diphtheria, and 31 as suffering from Enteric
ever.

Of the 74 cases admitted from the Urban District, 55 vere
admitied as suffering from Scarlet Fever, 16 as suffering from
Enteric Fever and 3 as suffering from Diphtheria.

From both districts several cases admitted as scarlet fever
were m—‘iduml:]:,r not scarlet fever, but an exanthem somewhat similar!
in appearance to scarlet fever, but much milder in character. In:
many of the doubtful cases of scarlet fever a severe attack of
truc scarlet fever supervened within a week of their admission
to hnﬁpiiﬂl.

All E,]'n{, Enteric cases were trui} cIiLLL,n ased save one cases
which was a plain cases of Phthisis, and anmher case where the
disease was Pneumonia. One case sent i as Diphtheria was
Simple Tonsilitis, but all the other cases were true Diphtheria.

Of the 726 cases of Scarlet Fever notified in the Rural
District during the year 309 cases, or 42.5 per cent. were ad-
mitted to hospital as compared with 38.0 per cent. last year, and
with 41.8 per cent. during the previous year.
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Of the Enteric Fever notified, 31 cases or 93.9 per cent. were
admitted, as compared with 68.0 per cent. last year, and with
33.3 per cent. during the previous year.

Of the Diphtheria notified, 35 cases, or 39.3 per cent. were
admitted to hospital as {:Dmpared with 32.8 per cent. last year,
and with 38.4 per cent. during the previous year.

Taking these three diseases as one unit, there were admitted
44.2 per cent. as compared with 40.1 per cent. last year, and
with 41.0 per cent. during the previous year.

Seventeen patients died from Scarlet Fever, a case mortality
of 4.67 per cent. as compared with a case mortality of 1.35 per
cent. last year. The type of Scarlet Fever this vear was much
more severe than any type I have seen for thirty years.

Three died from D-i__{:}]'llihﬂriﬂ., or a case mortality of 7.89
-per cent. as compared with a case mortality of 10.0 per cent.
last 3*:31', and 9 died from Entl::m: Fever, or a case mortality

of 19.14 per cent. as compared with a case mortality of 11.76
per cent. last year.

One patient died from General Tuberculosis.

The case mortality of all admissions was 6.55 per cent. as
compapred with a case mortality of 3.83 per cent. last year.

If one compares the result of hospital treatment with home
treatment 1n Scarlet Fever, Enteric Fever and Diphtheria, the
results are as follows:—

Hospital Treat- Home Treat-

ment, Deaths ment, Deaths
per cent. per cent.
Scarlet Fever ............ 5.46 3.50
Enteric Fever ............... 1935 6H6.66
Diphtheria, .......c..covenen. 8.57 cad D72
s ] B T 6H.93 5.70

Often the severe case is sent to the hospital and the milder
cases kept at home. The type of Scarlet Fever was severe
much more so than in previous years.

Four tracheotomies were performed, three of which proved
fatal, and one recovered.

The results were not nearly so favourable as those of
last year.
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Three hundred and fifty seven patients recovered from Scarlet
Fever, 29 recovered from Enteric Fever, 20) palients recovered
from Diphtheria, and 16 from other diseases were discharged.

For Scarlet Fever patients the average number of days
resident were 957.36, as compared with 5721 days last year;
for Enteric Fever palients the average number of days residence
were 07.10, as compared with 71.30 days last year:; and for
Diphtheria patients the average number of davs residence were
42 94 as compared with 49.27 days last year.

The average number of palients daily resident during the
vear was 07.85, as compared with 33.58 patients last year, and
with 21.61 patients during the previous year.

Average Number of
Patients Daily

Resident,
Fiver Thgaelar v bt o 67.55
S\:q;::md Quﬂrtcr ..................... 68.54
Third Quﬁrli‘:r ......................... 61.77
Yourth Chmrler ... i iiciiess raes 74.57

The following table gives the number of cases admitted to

H-DE’;)lL‘Jl S1nC) ‘]ul}-'. 13{}5, and other details: —

No. of Average No. PPercentage of
Patients Daily No. of Deaths to
Year. Admitted. Resident. Deaths, Admission.
18l A SHD - 0 e TR
189 121 ... & | s R 248
189 e B gl EE 3.7
IR05 ... 104 ... 1590 R b A 2.88
1809 ...... . T | B S R el s
Il || i i Il - SeNE 3.44
I, 1 SEEOES 5. .. S liha & 2l i
1908 .. W= s B B eioen b Dh
903 ... 133 | P4 1 S i 451
1904 ...... ) Fglh waces o g 3.3
1905 e 1L, SEREEa B 0.0C
1906 B i an Xl 5 [
IO - e =T L e 4.65
INE ... 124 ... Ray 1} A 8.87
FOHIEs I P L | 0 ey 4.87
1910 71 SRS 12.35 B il 7.01
i ] R 1 s | B SR (S 10.00
L2, .. 139 A0 i ] A 3.0
1913 234 ... L e iR SRR 3.84
1914 38 . ¥ s R i ] 6.55

9330 17.14 130 5.58
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The staff has been considerably increased during the vear
and now consists of a Matron, Charge Nurse and six Proba-
tioners.  [here are in addition, cook, two laundry maids, two
ward maids and two maids in the administrative block, in addition,
there are two men employed for the grounds, ambulance and
machinery.

There have been added to the .jdminiatrzltiu, block a Board
room, walling room, nurses sutmﬂ' room and six bedrooms. A
room formerly used as a maids’ bedroom i1s now to be used
as the nurses’ diming room, and their former dining room is to be
utilised as a maids siiting room, when the building is completed.

The pavilion on the cubicle system has been an exceptional
hoon to the goﬁd 1.&?01‘1{1113{ of the institution.

In this pavilion there 1s some difficulty in getting good ventila-
tion during muggy weather in November and December but during
the rest of the year the ventilation is good.

During the vear there have been treated in this pavilion 28
cases of Scarlet Fever, 41 cases of Diphtheria, 47 cases of
Enteric Fever, 1 case of Scabies, 0 cases of Influenza, and
3 cases of other diseases, a total of 126 cases.

Many of the cases were children suscepiible to Scarlet

Fever and Diphtheria.

: T!'wl:t: were two cases of cross infection, in both cases
Diphtheria patients caught Scarlet Fever.

In one case the disease was produced by a child leaving
her cubicle for another, and the other case was a child who
was allowed to mix fm’ a shorlt time with scarlets in the play-
ground.

In both cases the fault was not in the cubicle system, but in
the want of supervision by the nurse in charge.

From this short experience of 14 months it may be suggested
that with gﬂ{!d sw_‘:ervﬂmn there is no fear of cross lnfLLtltm mn
a cubicle pavilion, even though the same nurse attends all the
the patients l,herem and t!'!*ChU{-']'l the wind blows as 1t must through
as many cubicles as it ;1}1&;1%..]‘1

This S}’S allows one to isolate doubtful cases until a
diagnosis 1s made, and allows separation of patients, who may
develop & second disease a day or two afler admission.

Further there is greater cleanliness and much greater quiet-
ness than in a large ward.
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The only objection one might make against it is that patients
are lonely when convalescing.  This can be gol over by per-
mitting patients suffering from the same disease to meet in a
cubicle during a part of or the whole day.

All the roads in and approaching the hospital grounds have
been made in cement concrels or tar macadam.

The laundry has been enlarged, and all the machinery is now
electrically driven.

FACTORY AND WORKSHOPS.

The Factories, Workshops, and Workplaces have been regu-
larly inspected during the year. As a rule these places were
faund in good sanitary condition. A few notices for minor
faults were served and immediately complied with.

There are really no workshops of any size in your district,.
and, so far as [ know, there are no outworkers.
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TABLE V.
SMALLPOX DURING 1914

Crassiriep Accorming To Locanities anp Montis oF THE YEAR
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SCARLET FEVER DURING 1914

CrassiFiep Accorping 1o Locanities anp MontHs oF THE YEean.
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ENTERIC FEVER DURING 1914

CLASSIFIED ACCORDING TO Locavities anp Mowntas or tHE YEAR.
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DIPHTHERIA DURING 1914
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TABLE XI1.
Birth-Rate, General Death Rate, Zymotic Death Rate, Diarrheal Death
Rate, and Infantile Death Rate in each Township during 1914,
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Estimaten o THE MippLE oF THE YEear 1914,

TABLE XIIL

POPULATION OF THE SEVERAL TOWNSHIPS
IN THE DISTRICT.
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APPENDIX B.

TABULAR STATEMENT OF INSPECTIONS, &c.,
made by Mgr. Rosr. J. Swappre, Sanitary Inspecior of the

Witton Gilbert Sub-Division during the vear 1914.

Townships—Cocken, Edmondsley, Lumley Great, Pelton,
Plawsworth, Waldridge and Witton Gilbert.

Bakehouses 25
Coal Mine Shafts Disused ... bt
Common Lodging-houses 2
Cowsheds 79
Dairies and Milkshops 46
Domeste Workshops ... 16
Factories and Wﬁrli:-;hupﬁ 33
Fish and Fruit Shoos ... 32

Fried Fish Shops

Houses re Infectious Diseases .

.. re Nuisances or Defects ot g

. re Housing Record 214
Ice Cream Shops 7
e Bniildings e o A TS|
Premises re C[Jmplﬂjnts 173
.,  re Scavenging Gl 10214
Slaughter-houses and Butchers’ Shops 194
Stables 94
Works in progress:—Drajns, Water-closets, &c. ... 1684

Total... Al fesen






APPENDIX C.

SUMMARY OF NUISANCES DEALT WITH in the
WITTON GILBERT SUB-DIVISION during 1914.

Townships—Cocken, Edmondsley, Lumley Great, Pelton,
Plawsworth, Waldridge and Witton Gilbert.

INSPECTOR SWADDLE.

! ﬁnn}'lu:,r : ‘H'un;l.:lt.l ‘h’lt:_:;lwr

NUISANCES. | Informal | Statutory [Niisances

Tremaliiear e

| [ MNatice.
Animals or fowls improperly kept ... ! 20 2 I
Ash-dlosets, defective il IRF 1 ! 133
Ashpits and privies, defective ol T30 el qes
Cruwm;s overflowing i T B ol U
Cowsheds, foul conditions or e Ik 3
Daire g, dL'I:i‘LilVE | e
Dangerous buildings 2 R 3
Drainage, To provide dramdgL s o LR
& i rumn&trucl % el 24 19
,, Tepair or c.ear ool 143 135
Dwel ling-houses, Foul conditions ... et [ - R 14
A Overcrow dlng s N P el R
i Structura’ defects sl A9 1 2
Water supply ... et 29 Sl 0T
Yard paving ..l 98 ‘ 5 | 66
Factories or Worlshops ... contls - 1 |- 2
Fried fish- ahq':n A T
Other '\]uisa*m,a e IR 38
Refuse or manure ... ] e e T T ] 5
Schools, Structural defects
S(ru'ierv waste-pipes, defective ... b oS ‘ 2 10
Sﬁughltr houses 1 | 2
Smole (from nutbuudmgx) i Bl
Water-dlosets, defective g | 3

Yard space curtailed by erection of wood

sheds o 5

Totals A a5y b g | sop







APPENDIX B.

TABULAR STATEMENT OF INSPECTIONS, &c.,

made by Mr. T. 5. Wabce,

Washington Sub-Division during the year 1914,

Townships

Bayrmston, Biddick South, Burnmoor, Lambton,
Lumley Little, Harraton, Usworth and Washington.

Bakehouses 12
CDmiTlDl'l L(jdﬂil]!{—]‘lﬂu‘iﬂﬁ :
Cowsheds | 30
Dairies and Mikshops ... |5
Domestic Workshops 5
Factories and Workshops 3l
Fish and Fruit Shops ... y;
Houses re Infeciious Diseases ... 53
.. re Nusances or Defects 1654
., re Housing Record 114
Ice Cream Shops 5
New Buildings 632
Premises re Complaints 122
47 re Scﬂx'{:nging 10207
Sfuught{:r-hoLl-ses and Butchers™ Shops ... 24
Stmbles 12
Works in progress:—Drains, Water-closets, &c. 661

Total

13548

Sanitary Inspector of the






APPENDIX C.

SUMMARY OF NUISANCES DEALT WITH in the
WASHINGTON SUB-DIVISION during 1914.

Townships—Barmston, Biddick South, Burnmoor, Lambton,
Lumley Litile, Harraton, Usworth, and Washington.

InspEcTorR WADGE.

Number

I Number | Number i
i | of | s of '."Cn'lf:mcus
NUISANCES. Informal | Statutory | 707
Notices | Notices tll.?:::t]
served. | servod. Meilen:
Animals or fowls improperly LL})I. e L | g
Ash-closets, ddmhvn ; | N Lyl BRSNS (=51
Ashpits and privies, c|qu..lw:., [ e 23 ' 102
CL::S')GDIS. overflowing : 2 |
Cow al-u.,ds, foul conditions or defeciive 2 T
Dairies, defective
Dangerouws buildings
Drainage, To provide Tl il s 4
5 ,» re-construct - 124 + 39
., repair or clear ] ‘ 4 68
Duclmg-hnusea Foul conditions ... Foh S t 4
- Overcrowding ... A (6 1 I ]
o Structural defects e Al B2 T 149
v Water ﬁUpIJl\-’ A -
o Yard paving S 32
Factories or Workshops ... e 2
Fried fish- shops ¥ )
Ice Cream ShUi]‘i cale] 1
Other Nuisances [\ 8 2
Refuse or manure ... : 12 8
Schools, Sfcmn:lurﬂj dnfcl:ts 2 [
Smlllen wasle-pipes deLLhm 10 i
Slaughter-houses .. L S 3 sl | kg
Smoke (from uuLhmIdmgu) ! S e
Water-closets, defective o FOE - el (B SPEIN) 6
Yard space curtailed by erection of wood |
sheds e L I SR 9

1T PSR 8 e






