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INTRODUCTION.

To the Chairman and Members
of the Education Committee,

Madam Chairman, Ladies and Gentlemen,

I have the honour to present my Annual Report on the Schools
Health Service dealing with the work done during the year 1953,

A full staff of Assistant Medical Officers was maintained throughout
the year. On account of the still increasing school population it has
been found necessary to increase the establishment of Medical Officers
by one.

For the first time for many years, the establishment of school dentists
is (at the time of writing) complete. It has been quite obvious,
however, that additional dentists are urgently required. Attention is
drawn to the Principal School Dental Surgeon’s section of this Report,
where it is shown that although fewer children were inspected in 1953
than in the previous year, more permanent teeth were extracted and
generally more treatment was found necessary. This is as may be
expected; the longer the intervals between school dental inspections,
the more treatment is required. It is pleasing to note that the number
of conservative treatments has exceeded extractions, and that the
percentage of acceptances for treatment through our School Dental
Service has again increased.

The reduction in the number of paediatric clinics conducted through
the Schools Health Service is not surprising. The County Council
were the originators of this service so far as the administrative
County is concerned, and shortly before the date of operation
of the National Health Service, instituted a paediatric service in which
hospital and peripheral clinic facilities were closely integrated. The
Regional Hospital Board have extended these hospital paediatric
departments so as to make it reasonably convenient to obtain paediatric
investigation and treatment in most areas of the County. There is,
however, still a need for peripheral clinics at Crewe and Northwich

and these are now the only paediatric clinics held under the Schools
Health Service.

It is hoped that the Liverpool Regional Hospital Board will shortly
set up a Unit for Spastic children at Clatterbridge. There is, in this
County, an urgent need for the establishment of a residential special
school for physically handicapped children including such spastics as
are educable. Most of the physically haudicapped children of school
age are receiving home tuitior , but this is an inadequate sul stitute for
corporate education.

There is a need for additional speech therapy clinics which can not
be satisfied for the present on account of insufficient staff.
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For the first time special sections of this Report are devoted to the
Mary Dendy Special School for educationally sub-normal children,
and the Torpenhow residential school for delicate pupils.

When the County Health Committee decided to institute B.C.G.
(Bacillus Calmette Guerin) Vaccination against Tuberculosis through-
out the County, the Education Committee agreed to support the scheme.
I am happy to report that I have received the utmost help and co-
operation from the Director of Education and the Head Teachers of
those Schools which have been already visited for this purpose. The
response from the parents of school children of the prescribed age
group has been most gratifying and it is hoped that this activity will
lessen very materially the incidence of tuberculosis in future years.

New Clinic Centres in connexion with the School and County
Health Services have been opened at Heswall, Neston, Cheadle and
Weaverham. Each includes a well equipped Dental and other
clinics.

It had been hoped that a Child Guidance Centre would have been
set up by the Regional Hospital Board in the eastern part of the County,
but up to now there is nothing to report in this connexion. Such a
centre would be of undoubted value in the investigation and treatment
of pupils showing various degrees of maladjustment and psychiatric
disorder.

Certain hospitals still fail to notify to the Schools Health Service the
discharge of school children from hospital.

Members will no doubt note the statistics in Table II of pupils
found to have defects in posture, which show an increase over those
for 1952. Through the help of the Physical Training staff there is
now provision for simple remedial exercises to be given to these
children, with the result that greater attention is given by School
Medical Officers to this defect.

I acknowledge with gratitude the help and co-operation which I
have invariably received from the members of the Education Committee,
the Director of Education, the County Architect, the Teaching Staff
at the various schools, and all the staff of the School Health Service.

I beg to remain,
Your obedient servant,

ARNOLD BROWN,

Principal School Medi
16th August, 1954, cipal School Medical Officer.






Three fully equipped clinics have been opened during the year
at Frodsham, Neston and Heswall, these were very much needed and
are much appreciated.

60°, of the children kept appointments made during the holidays,
in some areas they averaged 80 to 90%,, in others as low as 20%,.

I would say that 759, of all such appointments made during the
first week or 10 days of the holidays are kept but after that they fall
off considerably and in the 3rd week not more than 10%, turn up.

Once again we offer our sincere thanks and appreciation to all
Head Teachers for the kindly help and co-operation which are always
forthcoming and without which our School Dental Service would
suffer considerably.

School Buildings

The following major works were completed or in progress during
1953. In addition to these works a large number of minor works of
alterations, additions and improvements were carried out as well as the
normal maintenance work to schools throughout the County:

Schools completed and occupied.

Pensby Secondary School (Second School).
Cheadle Moseley Hall Grammar School.

Sale Springfield Road Primary School: Stage 1.
Weaverham Primary Infants’ School.
Altrincham Sinderland Road Primary School.
Sale Firs Road Primary School.

Crewe Totty’s Hall Primary School.

Crewe Maw Green Primary School.
Macclesfield Gawsworth Road Primary School.

New Schools in course of erection.

Dukinfield Grammar School for Girls,

Cheadle Grammar School for Girls.

Little Sutton Secondary School.

Hazel Grove Secondary School.

Alsager Secondary School.

Ellesmere Port, Pooltown Road Primary School.
Altrincham Broomwood Estate Primary School,
Little Sutton Parklands Primary School.

Crewe Wistaston Green Primary School.
Middlewich Primary School.

Major alterations in progress.

Winsford Verdin Grammar School: Extension,
Runcorn Primary School: Extension.
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The advantage of such arrangements are particularly seen in the case
which requires Orthoptic treatment.

It is gratifying to report that ‘Cortisone’ is now more freely
available and, in its limited sphere, is proving a most valuable drug for
local application to the eye, producing its beneficial results after use in
only small quantities compared with those required for systemic
treatment.

I am pleased to say that there is a practice of sending infants
early to the clinics in the case of suspected squint. I am sure that this
is a most valuable trend at the present time when employers are
increasingly demanding a medical examination of all new employees and
including an eyesight test on which an applicant for employment may
be rejected on account of defective vision. The early detection of a
‘lazy’ eye becomes therefore of great importance, since it is only by
early detection and treatment that there is any hope of improving
visual acuity. These cases are frequently familial and it would be
wise, therefore, for any parent who gets such a trouble in the family to
take special note of his child’s vision.

It may be noted in passing that the problem of defect of colour
vision is being considered by the Faculty of Ophthalmologists, and its
detection in children of school age will be of value since a defect of
this type may affect the child’s chance of a future career. It seems

that work of this type is likely to take place in the School Clinics in an
increasing degree.

May I once more remind the Committee of the debt of their
Medical Officers to the Health Visitors, without whose able help the
work in the Clinics would be virtually impossible.

ATTENDANCES AT EYE CLINICS, 1953.
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PHYSICALLY HANDICAPPED.
Crippled (non-tuberculous).

Avlesbury, Stoke Mandeville Hospital p i i 1 1 2
H{}:lbmgtg'l. Clatterbridge Hospital - = 65 9 12 21
Biddulph, Orthopaedic Hnspltal — s 2 10 12
Carshalton, Queen Marj’ s Hospital —  — : — — 1 1
Croydon, St. Margaret’s SR L R i 1 1
Hartshill, Orthopaedic Hospital {3———16 e:ara} 6 2 B
Heswall, Royal Liverpool Children’s Hnspltal [3—1ﬁ : g o
years) — e el . s
H.l“:lni.fhd" [an 'Ietlev Home — 1 1
Leasowe, Liverpool Open-Air Hmplra] {2—19 }'cars] 9 14 23
Liverpool, Abbot's Lea Boarding Special School — 1 1
Liverpool, Children’s Rest School .  — B o — Z 2
Macclesfield, West Park Hospital . i — 1 1
Maidenhead, Canadian Red Cross Hnsp:tal ] — 1 1
Manchester, Bethesda Children’s Home . fi — 6
Marple, Children’s Orthopaedic Hospital (2-16 years) 7 15 22
Mobberley, Margaret Barclay School i L 1 - 1
Oswestry, Orthopaedic Hospital (3-16 years) s 31 K} | 62
Heart.
Bebington, Clatterbridge Hospital ... 6 7 13
Heswall, Royal Liverpool Children’s Hnspltal (3 16 vr vrs.) 1 —_ 1
Leasowe, Liverpool Open-Air Hospital (2-19 vears).... 1 — 1
London, Guy's and Evelina Hospital i s 1 —_— 1
Macclestield, West Park Hospital —— 8 9 17
Rainhill, St. Joseph's Heart Hospital ik LS 2 - 2
Tuberculous.
Abergele Sanatorium .. s i i o 1 3 fH
Bebington, Clatterbridge Hospital o S 38 21 59
Biddulph, Orthopaedic Hospital — e ; - 2 2
Heswall, Cleaver Sanatorium 10 4 44
Heswall, Royal Liverpool Children's H&spxtal (3 16 yr yrs.) — 1 1
Leasowe Open-Air Hospital (2-19 years) P 4 5 9
Liverpool, Alder Hey Hospital S s Lk 2 3 5
Macclesfield, West Park Hospital - s i 4 4 8
Manchester, Booth Hall Hospital .. —_ 2 2
Marple, Children’s Orthopaedic Hospital (2- 16 ycars} 5 3 8
Oswestry, Orthopaedic Hospital (3-16 years) B 9 1 10
Weaverham, Hefferston Grange Sanatorium . i 45 96
Wigan, Wrightington Hospital .. : s e 5 5 10
SPEECH.
Oxted, Moor House School .. iy e et 1 - 1

Resident in Boarding Homes and
Attending Ordinary Schools, 1953.

DIABETIC. Bovs Girls Total

Deal, 5t. Monica’s, Kingsdown S o il = o - 1 1

Frﬂdsham Fir Bank Home ... S : Py 5 1 b
MALADJUSTED.

Rochdale, Dunsterville Home.. o et Ml - 1 1







































