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D C OF GHESHAM

Public Health Department,
Council Dffices,
Chesham, Bucks.

Lpril, 1956,

1o the Chairman and Members of the
Chegham Urban District Council,

Dear Mr, Chairmen and Councillors,

I have the honour to present my Anmual Report on the environ-
mental byglene and sanitary circumstances of the Couneil's distriet
during the year 1955.

The graph on Page 11 well illustrates the "every-other-year®
charagteristie of apldemic measlss. During 1955 the cases notified
constituted a new high record mumber of 211, whereas the previous year
1954 the number was one only, whilst in 1953 the mumber was 126.
Wyring 1955 the epidemic was widespresd but the complications were
fewrt  whilst the atiack rate was hipgh there were no deaths, Bxcept
for cne cape of Poliomyelitis, there were no notifiecations of the more
serious infectious diseases, It is, however, o pleasing duty to
pecord that during the yeer there was no case of diphtheria notified,
thue making 1955 the elaventh successive year during which no case of
diphtheria was notified in the Couneil's distriet. It must be
admi tted, however, that the mmber of infants immunized against diph-
theria in 1955 was diszappointingly low.

Buckinghamshire was one of the 82 Local Health ‘uthorities
that availed itself of the Hinistry's permission to offer E.C.G.
Vaccination apainst tuberculosis to wolunteer 13 year old school children,
This was undertaken in the Spring Term. This practice of vaceination
against Tuberculosis accords with the changing pattern of tubercular
infection and has the approval of present day expert professional opinion,
Its value lies in the fact that waccination is believed to confer protection
against tuberculosis upon those children where preliminary testing proves
them to be non-reactors, Vacelnation of such children protects them
against the greatly increased risk of "chance infection" with tuberculosis
during the wvulnerable first five year pericd after they leave school.

Immnization is now-a-days practised against at least fourteen
infectious diseases, Spallpox vaceination and diphtheria immunization
of young infants is well egiablished: dimmuniz=tion apainst tuberculosis
with B.C.G. is now being widely practised, whilst travellers abroad are
well agguainted with yellow fever wvaceination. Immnization as a prevent-
ive measure agninet these diseases has become a well established procedurs
and in the early summer of this year immndzation will be extended to
another infectious disesse, viz, poliomyelitis, Sponsored by the Ministry
of Health imomunizdtion agninst pafdlytic poliomyelitis on a voluntary basis of
groups of children between the ages of 5 and 9 will e underluken Dr the
first time in this coumtry in May and June 1956,

This Council's housing policy has been subjected to a critical
review owing to Lhe operation of elrcomstances beyond its control,
First, there was the rising rate of interest for new loans, then came
the government's request for retrenchment in capital expenditure for the
year 1956/57, and later the provisiors of the new Housing Subsidies Bill
virtually withdrew the government's subsidy on further new houaing
construction, except for slum and canmp clearances.



The result of the review, which had regerd to the loeal demsnd
for houges as shown by the wmiting list of applicants, has been that
the Great Hivings Sstate will be progressively coopleted by 3lst March,
1953, and a further contract for Gregory type houses will Le eatered
forthwith, In addition, the Council decided to proceed with a
goheme of 25 furtlher old peoples' bungalows to be completed by 3lst
March 1959, With r egard to subsidies, the Council agreed ta the
contimaation of a General Hate Fund subzidy to the Housing Revenue
hecount of an amount equal to the totzl amount of compounding allowances
on all Council houses. The resultant deficit is to be met Ly overaell
increages in rents,.

The routine work of the Council's Sanitary Inspectors has been
varidd in character. Much time has been devoted to the inwestigation
of applications for improvement grants under the provisiong of the
Housing Repairs 2nd Hents Aet, 19541 5o too has the tlme devoted to
meat inspection at the Slaughterhouse been considerable, and in addition
there has been the routine collection of samples of water, lce-cream
and milk for laboratory investlgation ss well as the irvestipgation of
misances,

Finally, I would like to thank Mr. L,D. Saturley, Chief Sanitary
Ingpector, and M, A.F. Wella, Sanitary Inspector, asz well as the elariesl
staff of the Department for their co—operation during the year.

I hawe the honour to be
YTour obedient servant,

T.F.EVANS,

Medical Officer of Health,.
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SCOTIOH A GENERAL AXD VITAL STATISTICS

Population, Census 1951 11,455
Population (estimated mid yeor 1955) 11,830
Area (acres of District) 32489
lumber of inhobited dwellings

(per Valuation List 31,12,55) 4,085
Rateable Value of Area (31.12.55) 287,772
Product of Penny Rate 1955/56 (probable) £ 342

The Urban Distrviet of Chesham ima exteonded by the Buclks Heview
Order of 1934 from msereage of 1,357 to The present asres of ;
The rateabls value on lst April 1920, wes £46.915: ox ths 1
it wvas £56.528: whilst on 3st December 1953 it wme £82.270,

Tha population of Cheshsm 10 1921 was 8,534 in 1931 - B.20%
and the Registrar Generalls estimate for 1955 was 11,320,

The produact of o penry rate has increased from £216 for the financial
year 1934/35 to £2.2 fer the fimansial yesr 1965/58,

p ATIST
Births
{a) Hotified Live Birtha Moles Females Tetal
Legitimete 20 BL 162
INlegitimate - A 2

(b) Botified Still Births

Legitimate A 1 5
Niegitimate = i =
Chasham Enpland & Walag
Live Birth Hate per 1,000 population 14.1 15.0 +
8t4111 Birth Rote per 1,000 total
(live and #till) tirths 2.1 Z3.1 #
Infant and Maternal Mortality
(a) Deaths from puerperal caunses il
(b) Deathe of Infants under ons year of age Males Pemales  Total
Legitimate 1 1 2
Ilegitinata - - -
(c) Deaths of Infants under . wesks of age
Legitinate > - -
Illegitinate - - S

Death Rates of Infontes undor 1 year of apete
Legitinate per 1,000 Jegitimate liwe births 12,
M1]1 infants per 1,000 registered 1ive births 13
A1 infanta i‘(JEI‘ 1,000 live births

England and Wales) 24.9

Doaths
Crude Death Rate par 1,000 populaiicn 12.5
Death Rate, England and Wales 11,7
Oorrected Death Rate per 1,000 population 1.0

*Provisions]l only



Rots

The corrected Death Rate is abtained when the emads rats has

bean edjusted to mole alloymnse for Lhe wvey ip vwhich the per ond upe
clatribution of the loeal popalation differn from thet for Exgisnd and
Woles a&i a whole, The sdjustsent is made by miltiplying the crude
rata by tha area comparability factor, the mppropriate facior for tha
Aiptrict being 487, Tha corrected rate is somparable with the emds
rata for England and Wales, and the corresponiing adjustad rate for any
obher arsa,

Ganses of, Deah

1. Infecstive and perasitic diaenszen
2. bolignant neoplasus

3. Vascular lealons of nervoas gydaten
4. Coropnry disease, angine

5« Othor heart disenass

6. Other cicreulatory dilsezses

e Pnounonds

8, Eraonohitis

9. Othar resplratery disesdes

10, Gaatritia. anteritis and dizrrhoea
1l.Hyperplasia of prostate

12, Congandtal malformations

13,0bher defined and X leedetined dlseases
L2, Sninide

13.kiotor vshicls accidents

145,411 other ageldaels
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SECTION B HEALTH SERVICES

1, HOSPITAL SERVICES

Chesham Urban District is situated in the Oxford Regional Hospital
Area, The Hegional Hospital Uoard has delegated the duty of management of
the local hospitals to the High Wycombe & District Manapement Committee which
in turn has delegated day-to-day administration to two House Committees.
One House Commitiee is responsible for three hospitals, viz, the Amersham
General Hospitel, the Chesham (Cottage) Hospital and the Stone Maternity
Hospital,; Chalfont St, Giles. The other is responsible for the Chalfont
end Garrerds Crosg Hospital, Chalfont 3t. Peter,

Hoapitals awvailable for the District are as followsj-

Tuberculosis - Berks & Bucks Jeint Sanstorium, Pepperd Common,
General Chesham Cottage Hospital
- dmergham General Hospital
- Tindal General Hospital, Aylesbury,
~ Hoyal Bucks County Hospital, Aylesbury
=~ War Memorial Hospital, High Wycombe
" = Chalfont S5t. Peter Cottage Hospital
Infecticus Diseases - Aylesbury Isolation Hospital,

= =23 =

2. LADORATORY FACILITILS

The Public Health Leboratory Service is concerned with Bacteriology
and Epidemioleopgy in relation to the diagnosis, prevention and control o
infectious dizease.

Pablic Health Laboratories are situated at Walton Street, Oxford,
and st Luton & Dunstable Hoapital, Lewsey Road, Luton, and in general
undertake free of charge the bactericlogical ecmmination of such specimens
as sputum, nose and throat swabs, faeces, urine, blood, ete. The bacterio-
lopical examination of ssmples of water, milk and ice—crean is carried ocut
at the Public Health Laboratory, Luton,

The chemical examinetion of water is undertaken by the Public Analyst
Southwark Borough Council,

3. ASULANGE SERVIGES

SBince the operation of the Natiomal Health Service dct, 1946, the
County Couneil is responsible for the provision of ambulance facilities of
all kinds, The Bueks County Council provides an ambulance service for
non-infectious cases for the whole of the County through the agency of the
Order of St. John and the Eritish Red Gross Sceiety. Two St. John's
ambulances are statiocned in Chesham,

Astmlances for the removal of infectious cases are statloned at
dylesbury and Slough,

4e MEDICAL COMFORTS DEFOT

The lMedizel Comforts Dapot provided by the Chesham Mursing Division
of the 34, John's Ambulance Brigade has again rendered valuable service.
In particular the supply of medical comforts has helped relatives to miurse
the elderly and chronic sick &t home 3 msternity cases rursed by district
mldwives were slso helped.

Altopether, 1629 articles were sent out in 1955, ranging from a
feading cup tc a bedstead, At the close of the year 617 articles were
on loan,

Besides supplying petisnts in Chesham and the neighbourhood, the
Depet has sent goods to patients living in Princess Risborough, Mursley,
Beachampton, Loudwater, dinslow, High Wycombe and Aylesbury.




—'}—

Thanks must be given to all members ol the Chesham St, Jobhn
Amtulance Brigade who assoclate themselves with this work,

5. MURSING IN THE HOME

This Service 18 now provided by Miss M.E. Mersten, 5.R.H., 5.C.lLK,,
Q.H.y; from 305 Berkhampstend Noad, Chesham - Telephone Chesham 555,

6. GLINICS

There has been no mijor change in the dual services provided at
the Germain Street Cliniec, viz. a Minor Allments Clinic and a Specislised
Service Clinic.

The Venersal Diseases Scheme of the Bucks County Council has
eatablished clinies at King Bdward VII Hospital, Windsor, and at High Wycombe.
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SLCTION C ATTONAL ASSISTANCE ACTS, 1948 to 1951

These Acts have been described ap the final step in the bresk-up
of the old Poor law, the repeal of vhich wes widely welcomed as it hed,
in the main, outlived ite usefulness, The duties imposed by the Foor
Law were transferred in many instences to Loeal Aunthorities, snd certain
duties, namely those under Secticns 47 and 50 of the above aicts become the
regponsibilites of the District Councils,

Section 47

The provisions of this Section have for their purpose the securing
of the negessary care and attention for persona who

{n} are suffaring from grave chronic disease or, being aged,
infirim or physieally incapacitated, are living in insafitary
conditiona, and,

(b} are unable to devote to themselves, and are not receiving from
other persong, proper care and attention.

Upon receipt of a report from Lhe lMedical Officer of Health, the
Logal .uthority may apply to a lingistrates' Court for an order suthorising
& perscon's removal to hespltal or other suitable place and for his detentica
for a period not exeeoding thres months, ‘he person in respeet of whom
the applicztion is mode or some person in charge of hiw met be given seven
clear days' notice of the intended application end of the time shd place at
which it is proposed io be made.

Section 47 of the 1943 Act has been amnended by the Notional Assist-
ance (Emendment) Aet, of 1951 which eontains additional provisiona for
geguring the speedisr removal of urgent cases, Under these provisions, the
Local iuthority may give their Medical Ufficer of Health general authority
to toke immediate action whore urgent removal is considered necessary;
possessing such authority he may apply to a magistrate for an order to detaln
a parson in suitable premises for & period not exceeding three weeks, In
thess circumsiances, the order may be made without notice of intended
application having bsen given.

Ho casea requiring setion under these provisions were brought to
the notice of the Publie Health Deportment during the yesr,

Section 50

Under this Section of the &bove dets, the duty i3 placed upon the
Councils of County Boroughs and County Distriets to errenge for the burial
or cremation of any person who hag died or has been found dead in their
aras, This duty is exercisable only when it appears to the Council that
no other suitable arrangements have been or are being made,

During the yoer no occasion for ithe exercise of this duty has
arisen,




SECTI0N D
Hotifications of Infectious Di

Thara were 215 cases of Infectious Discsse notified as followsi-

Disease Cases Notified Hospital Deaths
Heasles 21 - -
Searlet Fever 1 - -
Pneumonia 1 1 -
Wuooping Cough 1 - -
Poliomyelitis 1 1 -

There were glso 4 primary notilfications of tuberculosis.
TUBLRCULOSIS

The following table shows the new cases of tuberculeosis and the
deaths from the disense, arranged in age groups.

Ape Poriods lew Casea Deatha
Tears Respiretory | Non-Reapiratory | Respiratory | Bon-Respiratory
M F M F M F M F

l1-5
5 =15
15 - 25
25 = 35
35 = A5
45 = 55
55 = 65
65 = 75
Over 75

I O I TR |

|
[ T T ] I B (BT |

LI I T
IR I T I I R (Y |
[ I TR O O Y R [ |

1111
P E 1 i

]

Total

T T O |

MILK BORNE TUBERCULOSIS =

The diseases of young children due to bovine Tuberculosis such zs
“T.B. glends of neck", sbdominal tuberculosis, ete. caused by the consump-
tion of raw milk, like diphtheria, may be properly classified smong the
disappearing digseases. Indeed throughout the country zs a whole, it may
be said thet these diseases have already virtually disappeared. When it
is remembered thal this 1iseppearance has been achieved during the course
of one generation, say roughly during the 1921 - 1953 period, it will be
seen that this achievement is one of no mean magnitude., DBut unlike the
disappearance of diphtheria which may or may not prove to be permanent
besanse it is so largely dependent upon the contimued co-operation of
parents, the disappearance of the diseases dus to bovine tuberculosis is
believed to be permanent because the medico-social policy upon which the
achievement iz based and the means devised to iuplement that policy, are
matters which have now been written inito the law of the land, Its
permanance nakes the achicvement noteworthy. In the ¢ountry as a vhole
taking the number of deahhs from abdominal tuberculosis im children under
5 as a eriterion of the prevwalence of bovine tubereculesis, the mimber of
such deaths in 1921 wes 1,107 and in 1953 it was 12.

The policy behind this schievement is based on the fact thet
ultinstely the only satisfactory milk for lumin consumption must be safe,
that 1s; milk free from tubercoulosis, and prefersbly milk that is gafe
fror infection including tuberculosis. The means devised to schieve
this end were two-fold both of which operated concurrently. On the
one hand there wos induced z steady improvement in quality of the
individual mombers of daify herds and on the other there was introduced
the scheme [or the provision of milks of speeial deaignation, One of
these designations was Imowm as T.T. milk, that is nilk from an attested
tuberculosis-fres herd; another designation was that of Pasteurised milk,
that is milk which has been subjected to heat treatment In such a manner
ag to k1l a1l infectious organisms including tubereulosis,
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It wac nol wncomon for T.J, wilk to be pesteurised, fhe iz .Hl.....c. tation
ci this _-.alu.v, I.r-l;ﬂ-r xd oo successful chot to-doy within certain are
'Cl. l u. rJ‘r i :.. |.]..i -.-L', -.'...-.. '.'.!:LL‘..:J ir'. ':l..l I:ul:'._._,_..- 3 aLout .,...-j.l- i -:._q_

tﬂt-"l e r..lu-iu-u. of the ecuulry the sale for lwoen consuapiion of 1ilka
of apoedal uﬂu.hnti.hs is obligatory, thus rendscing the sele of aw
hm....:.h.l ted mdlk for this parpese in suel aress 1ilsgsl,
In 1953 Whe Uindister of Food was cmpowored wndor il relevant
ach, by Order to apeclfy avess within videh the azle ol desipgn d ilke
wid made obligetors, but wntil then Lthe chelige-ovor iTom ray 1.;:1 ‘;-c_,nn,..}i
nllk for luman conpumplion wd rested on a voluntary Lasis., In the
counisy as & whole the ehaage-over was interdsiani In characteor znd
uneven in ita apread, {h Ghe wl Le:rl., wie Lareer 11,11*,_.. ,1_'::_._.__ g London
were qudlek o welcome pasteurdsed ndlk aa an additional aaf eguard 1o
healih but the raral aresc on the other hond were slover to approciite
its significance. It therefore Tollowad that tie risk of contrzetlng
tulerenlosis Sron wilk was higher in th: country distriecte than im the
TIWMS. Indesd it has Leen astimcted that the risk was ten times
grenter in (ho couniry tlan in 2 toewn vhere 21] milk wie pasteurized
during the peried 1931 - 1944, LThoupgh the Tizpures ore not cecurately
knows, in 1921 in London the2 apount of nilk pastewrised was S0% and in
the rural distriets very much less, with very little T.7. milk sold in
eithar,

Eir

In 194 the amount of proteurdsed milk sold in London waz 56&
and in raral distrdets stlll spnrecisbly lace. fowdsy the figure for
London is in tlke region of 100%, and fer dngland and Wales 82%; the
amoant of nilk froem avtested herds posleurisesd 3%,

Abcomins]l Tubereulosis in children under 5 veara of .

1971 1953
Aaten per| Ho. of |Rates per | lio., of
million | Deaths | million | dezths

London 136 51 & 1

County Loroughs 437 L90 i 1

Urban Districts 336 390 1 2

sl PDisuricts 252 176 12 &

1,107 2

Wit vas ouce 2 cowmon diseise, viz, Tuberculeais of bovine
wiigin of ihe bounes, joluls and other organs bes followed cholera and
plague into The ligho of the past,. The once all too conmon ciinment
ef children wisz, "I.i, glands of the neck®, widell wos onee on acceptad
Tauture of inglish 1ife and wideh was previously known as " scrofula®
g also ca "King's evil", oured 'u,}.r royel touck, has now disappeared;
tha long drawm-cut batile for sale milk - &t leasi ler tuberculogis-Iree
milk = has beapn victuslly won.

Analysis of Notifiealions & Dest
Tear Hew Casag

1921 /25 33 2
1925/30 20 19
1931/35 24 12
193-3.&11 3
154185 32 9
1945,/50 A 13
1951/55 31 6

The Council's district iww, since the st liwreh 1955, been declarsd
uy the Minister of /ood under Seetion 23 of the Food & Drugs (Mlk, Duiries
and srtificial Grean) Act, 1950, o spocified aren. This meens thet only
mlks of speeiul designotion moy Le sold for humcn consumptlon within the
Cheshom Urben Distrlet aml the sale therein of row undassignoted =ilk for
thot purpogse illegol,




3. EOLIOMYELITIS

In md-Japuary 1956, the Ministry of Health announced its
intention of making availsble a new British vaccinpe against paralytic
poliomyelitia. n%hs vacclne of the Selk type was believed to be as safe
a8 it possibly could be and it would be available to Local Health
fmthorities for the wvaccinstion of children in the two %o nine year old
age group during the months of May and June. Thereafter vaccirstion
would be engpended till after the "polio season" and re-introduced in
Kovember when it is assumed that the season will have ended. Dependent
upon the amcunt of waccine availsble, it was hoped that between 300,000
and 500,000 children cut of 5% million children eligible would be
vaceinated in May and June. The scheme wag on a voluntary besis and
ragistrations for vaccination would be completed by the lith April,

The choice of groups for vascimation within the defined limits would

rest solely with the Statistical Division of the Medical Research Council,
Those children registered, but not vaccimated in the Spring would be given
priority in the Autumn,

During the past four months (Jamary - April) considerable publie
controversy followed this announcement. Anxiety centred chiefly around
the safety of the vaccine especlally in view of the unfortunate incident with
suppliss of original weccine from one particular laboratory im the U.5.4.,
in May, 1955, Khat szeema to have been insufficiently realised is the
faet that immediately on recelpt of the mews of the events glving rise to
the incident, the American Fublic Health Authorities acted decisiwvely;
the extensive pre-arranged programme of vaccinstion was suspended forthwith,
and further use of the offending original vaccine was forbidden. On the
diseovery of the cauee of the inpident further stringent safety tests were
applied to modified fresh supplies of weccine. When these tests were
enccessfully conciuded, this revised standard veccine was issued =nd the
unprescedented vaccination programme got under way again. The point
hare for us in this country iz the fact that the new British vaccine is
believed to compare fawvourably, not with the original U.5. vaccine which
was discaerded, but with the U.3.A. revized standerd waceine which; since
the early summer of 1955 has been used in more than 10,000,000 vacoinations
without mishap in the U.5.A. In addition, Salk vaccine as used in
the U.S.A. has been given to 1,000,000 Canadian children without incident
doring 1955, and the paralytic attack rate in the wvaccinated wes less
than one fifth of that in the unprotected. Or, put more clearly, the
protection afforded may be more readily understood perheps if it is
compared with the probtection afforded by vacclnation in this country
againgt whooping cough, the results of which have recently been evaluated
by the Medical Regearch Council.  The figures show that vaccimationm
against whoaping cough gives protection in 83% of cases, leaving
unprotscted 17%. That 1g to say it confers protection in four cases
cut of five. Similar resulits are believed to follow vaccination
agalpet parelytic pelionmyelitis with the new British mccilg.m

While vaceination with the present Salk type wvaccine, which is
a formalin-inactivated vaccine, should prove a most important advance in
our means of preventing the diseasa, it womld be unjustifiable to assume
that the final answer has been found., The experience of the spring and
summer will give an opperiunity of assessing the full wvalue of the vaccine
regarding the scopa of its efflcacy. It is unlikely that the vaccine
will abolish poliomyelitis although it may be expected to give a substantial
measure of protection. It would be premature, therefore, to stop invest=
igating altermative preventive measures, of which the most hopeful seems
to be vaccine made from living attemmated virus which would be administered
by mouth.

Of the 145 Local Health Anthorities in the United Kingdom,
144 have accapted the Ministry's offer uade in mid-Jamuary. The national
figure of registrations is believed to Le 29 percent of the childrem
eligible, The figure for the County of Bucks as a whole iz said to be
22 percent: the flgures for the Locs]l County Health Area (Wycombe) whiech
includes Wycombe Borough, Wycombe Rural, Marlow, Amersham and Chesham is
reported to be 3,875 registrations - 1,981 males and 1,894 females,
These fipgures inelude those for Amershem and Chesham Distriets which are
believed to be proporticnately high.
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4. DIPHTHERIA

The following table shows the mmber of children immnized
sgeinst Diphtheria im Cheshem in 1955,

[ R e

]

i ' Diphtheria Immunizaticn

ORI I 5.
| Age Groups Under 1 | 1 2 | 3 | 4 |59 | 1014 |Total
Primary Immmnigzationy 61 30 5 & 3 ‘ 1 - | 104
Re-Immunization - - - - 21] 73 - | 9

1955 ir the eleventh yeer in which no motification of diphtheria
has been received in this distriet, The percantage of children immmnized
during the first yeer of 1life in this district was 3.L.T%.

There seems to be good evidence to suggest that the prevalence
of diphtherda in the community has undergone a striking change in the
past five years, Before 1950 diphtheria was not only common in all
parte of the country, but it was thought that the causative organisx
itself was widely distributed, that in faect it was everyvhare. The
evidence to support this view was the fact that there was not a town or
hamlet where investigation would not have brought to light a mumber of
carriers of the disease. Indeed, this was so mich the case that it waas
hardly worth while seeking carriers and contacts because the spesrch would
have produced so many that their control would have been quite impossible,
Today, however, the plcture is different.

This reversal of opinion is based upon conclusions derived
from a clase study and detailed analysis of the 159 corrected notifications
of diphtheria that occurred in England and Walks during 1954. One of the
salient facte established by this study was the comparatively large extent
of the country as a whole comprising the combined arsas of the total mumber
of County Councils that had been free from diphtheria for periods varying
from one to seven yeara as from the lst Jamary, 1955.

Of the totsl number (62) of administrative County Councils,
several (6) had been diphtheria free for ome year; many (15) had been free
for four years, whilst two had been free for six, and another for seven years.
A similar story could be told of 60 Gounty Boroughs. The study of the 159
cases during 1954 diseclosed that the distribution of cases was scattered,
moat of the outbreaks occurring in single cases, in twos and threes; or in
small single figure mumbers., The largest couple of outbreaks occurred in
County Boroughs - one with ten and the other with twelwve cases.

All the outbreaks had certain features in common: the cases
orcurred in small family circles or in localised residential areas; the type
of organisms was common to each cutbreak; the source of the original infect-
ion was usually difficult and often impossible tc find, whilst at times there
wad doubt whether a positive bacteriologicel finding indicaled a case or a
carrier,

This study, in my view, disclosed ancther equally important fact,
namely the increased incidence of diphtheria in the unimmnized, O0f the
100 cases in the O=li yeer old age group, 61 were in children who had newver
been immunized and there were six deaths, In the immnized group there were
ro deaths, Indeed this study confirms the accuracy of the statement in
an gffical Report that the "mortality indices have always shown diphtheria
to be & most fatal disease at these Founger ages", (i,e, in the undsr 1 year
end the O-i year old age groups.) It is of course known that the disease
might wall be almost eliminated altogsther. Te accomplish this, however,
it is necessary that the immnization of not less than 75% of bables should
be completed before their first birthday and it may be of interest to remind
oursslves that in the country as a whole, the numbers of babies immunized
during their first year of life in 1954 was 3% and 384F in the first half
of 13‘?5_}; The corresponding figarea for the Couneil's distriet for 1955
was 34,
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SECTION E HOUSING

l, THE FROBLEM OF THE OLDER Egl]ﬁES
a Hous i s and Rents A

This Act came into operation just over a year apo, on the
3lst July 1954, but the background of the problem of the older houses
ig, of course, mach oldar. It is estimated that in the country =a
a whole there are at least 5 million houses over sixty flve years cold,
but the present character of local suthority activities dates from the
conclusion of the 1914-1918 war. The pattern then followed was first
the provision of new houses to make up the loases of the war years,
and subsequently a drive agaipst slum dwellinga,

A comparable pattern has emerged followlng the 1939 -1945
war and in the past few years under the 1949 Housing Act and the Housing
Repairs and Rents act of 1954, the stage has now been reached when some
of the energies directed to the provision of additlional houses are
being diverted to the repair and improvement of older houses and to the
replacement of those unfit and appropriate for clearance,

The objective in respect of the older houses is to secure
needed repair of thoss capable of further service, to encourage
appropriate improve=ents, and to clear awey houses deemed unfit for
further use, In every sizeable town, in every sizeable hamlet there
are houses which have ocutlived their usefulness as mman habitations,
The pational totel of unfit houses is diffieult to assess., The estimates
which housing authorities were invited to submit by the 30th Angust 1955
will be subject to scme reservations bacause of the scope for waried
interpreiations of unfitneas.

The rumber of dwellings classified as unfit for humsn
habitetion and fit for demolition within the Council's district, submitted
to the Ministry, was 137, Of this mmber, 52 were considered suitabls
for inclusion in Clearance Areas whilst the remaining 85 would be dealt
with by the procedure applicable to the d emolition of individuel unfit
houses. The Council proposed that the demolition of gll the unfit
houses should be completed within five years.

a I"" 1

Action is due to start on the first Clearance Area im 1956:

this will comprise houses in Alexander Street and George Street.

2, DMPROVEMENT GRANTS

Daring 1955 the Chesham Council has contimied to give
financial essistance to prdvate persons for the improvement of house
property, under the provisions of the Housing Act, 1949, The Sanitary
Inspectors made 521 wisits in comnection with this scheme.

The table below shows the mumber of applications received and
approved, together with the total amount of grants made for the years
1954 and 1955.

O 1954 1955 Total
Rumber of Applications 13 30 43
Mumber of grants approved 1z 28 40

Total cost of approved improve- |£4,777.3.0d. [£12,279.11.0d.|£17;056.16.0d
ments
Total amount of grants approved |[£2,089.16.0d.| £5,373.14.6d. ) £7,4563.10.6d.

Fumber of schemes completed 1 20 21




5. IHSPE e AND Sl OF ACTION TAKEN

The taole which unanelly appears in this repert giving
statistical informotion on inspections and sction tzken umier The
Publie Heplth ond Housing fets is no longer required as the InformaSicn
ia now submitted to the Pinistry of Homsing and Loeal Goverument in
segarate returns,

Details of inspections carried out will be found elsewhers in
the renort,

For resord porpeses, the foliowing fipures of housing work,
extracted frow the shove-mentioned return, are of interesti-

Houad 1 2

Mumber of housen dsmolizhed as a result of action taking
under dection 11 1

lunber of housaes made fit by owners after serwice of

Tormal notice P
hepairs :
Humber of unfit houses rendered Ii% as a result of
informal ‘action under Pablic Health or Housing Acts 33

4. POSTWAR HOUUSING

During 1955 the Council rehoused 143 families, including 39
exechanges of tenancy.

Ono case of statubory overcrowding invelving 1l perscns wes
relieved,

Sinco 1946, Chashan Council have provided alternativs housing
accomzade tion for 1,074 families, and the following details of the
muniber of now dwellinge erectied in the post war period are of intersst,

FOST VAR HOUSI NG DEVELOPMENT

5 TYPES & WUOMBER ANBEUAL ROUSES EASCTED

TEAR Memporary | Houses|Flate [0ld Peoples| COUNCIL EY PRIVATE

[Bungalows Bungalows | TOTAL ENTERPRISE
196 | 35 1 S e = 35 14
LT | A - 1 17
1948 | - : L T 67 15
1949 - : 87 | 28 E . 115 2%
1950 = 18 gl % 15
1951 - 33 2] & 49 11
1952 . - 3 - 3% 5
1953 SR T 5 39 3
195 = Ly | a7 .. 161 65 +
1555 - 3% | a3 27 Th 123 ¢
mm:.l 5 A9 | 122 40 616 324,

+ Includes 8 houses crected Ly a Housing Association,

# Includes 9 housss erccied Ly a Housing Association,

At the close of the year there ware 20 houses umler conastiuction by the
Council and 72 under private construetion.,




Under present day legislation, the responsibility for the
apad anl elderly ie shared oy three diffoent sete of outhorities.
The Repionsl Hespital Feard is responaible for the aped and elderly
when they reguire hospitel treatment: the County Counsll as Welfara
wthority is reascnzibla for Part ITI (institutional) accommodation
for the fit agad amd elderly who are mmrabls to give theusslves, nor
ars yeceiving Crom others, necessary care and atienvion, whilst the
loeal DHstriet Couunsdl, having regard to thelr aspecial housing needs,
iz reaponsible for the provision of suitable housing accommodation
nunder the leousing Acis.

For mamy yzarsz the Conneil has been conscious of its
regponsdibilities in regard Lo the provision of suitable housing
agconmodation for Lha agod and elderly. Tounfield flats tmilt in
1938 ma on enrly oample of a pre-war attempt to fulfil its respons.
ivilities in this raspoci. In recent years a warden has been resident
thare. More rceently ihe Council has devoted part of its Pullers
Hill Honsing Batate to the erection of grouped dwellings (bunpgalows)
for the elderlyy and recently on the site it completed a scheme by
ailding a central commnity centre with a resident wmrden's flat
inearporated in the sawe building. There are 23 tungalows for single
units and four ngalows for alderly couples, The duties of the
warden are gupervisory and may be thosa generally dascribed by the
term "iood reighbour®, The advantages of sueh a s~heme iz that the
apcd ond alderly are enabled to live independent 1ivea 1a thsir owm
honse, ingtesd »f bocoming candidates for residentinl cecommodation
provided by the Welfare ‘mthority. As tho scham~ of grouped
Gwellings reduzad the nesd for the Welfare Authority to provida
rosidential sccommodation, the Authority with the approval of the
Mindster noy give Tinoneial support to such & schera by refunding ene
balf of the ropident warden's woges, The presant scheno rezched
frition wdth the conpls tion of the Gomminity Centre, which wes formally

Bﬂ.:‘t,,. Dlsini’ ]:i-'.tﬂl'- D-L!, in H'Q‘vﬁm, l?:vfr-
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SECTION F SANITARY CIRCUMSTANCES OF THE AREA
1. WATER SUPFLY

Main water in the Chesham Urban District iz supplied by the
Council's Undertaking and the Undertaking of the Rickmansworth and
Uxbridge Valley Water Company and amalgamated companies., This Council's
Undertaking supplies 84% of the total dwellings within the district in
that part which may be convenlently described as the area of the Urban
Metrict prior to the extension of boumaries in 1934.

During the year under review the Undertakings have supplied
main water that has been satisfactory both in regard to quantity and

quality,

in internal piped mpply of main water has been laid on to six
dwellings during the year,. This leaves only 23 dwellings in the District
dependent upon a well supply. Samples of water from fourteen of the
wall supplies wers subjboted to bacteriologieal examination and a11 tut
one was found to be satisfactory, The owner of the premises from which
the unsatisfactory sample was obtained has taken action to trace and remove
the source of contamination in the well, The matter was of some concern
to him as the well alec provides the sole supply for his farm dairy,

The main supplies receive no treatment other than chlorination
and the waters are not liable to have plumbo-sclvent action,

Metritution

Daring the year the following new water maing were laid by
Chesham Council's Water Undertaldngi-

; LE‘L‘H-{EE Diametsc
Vale Rise (Lynn Estate) 168 yards iy
Eirtle Road 13 » X
5 f Public Wat

SBamples of water as distributed from piped supplies have been
taken throughout the year and submitted to the Fublic Analyst for
chemical and bactericlogical examination. The follewing table shows
the mumbar of samples taken with the results of examinationas=

= =t i i ._._.._-..I
Hame of Water Jemples for Bactericlogical | Samples for Chemical |
Undertaking Examination Apalysis |
Date Result Data Regult
Orban District 2.2.55. | Satisfactory 2:2:55, | Batisfactory I
Council of Chesham 24,5.55, . 24e5e55. - !
12'?!551 n 12-?-55¢ o }
9.11.55 . 9.11,55. " |
Rickmansworth and Uxbridge Valley Water Company "
I
Berkhamsted supply| 2.2.55. | Satisfactory Ragen b : Satisfactory
2411455, - 9.11.55, | =
Rickmansworth & |12,7.55, " 12.7. 554 | "
Uxbridge supply ; '
Amersham and Baag- 26:5.55, Le) 2h5.55,] -
onsfield supply E
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Chepicel Analysie and Bacteriological Examination

The following are copies of the Analyst's Heports on the
exarlontion of four recent samplesy-

No. W/8/55 54 Bois Moor Rosd, Chesham, (Amersham & Beaconsfield)
o, W/17/55 Vale Cottages, Chesham, (Rickmaneworth & Uxbridge)
No. W/90/55 Council Offices, Cheghanm, (Chesham U.D. Council)
Be. W/31/55 Lye Green Gottages, Chesham, (Berkhanmsted supply)
CGh Bl
W W W/30/! W
Appearance A1l samplea clear & colourless
Reaction (pH) Te3 Te2 7.0 Tel
rarts per million
Fres Chlorins 0a75 0,10 nil il
Total solids 352 334 ny 323
Chlorine in Ghlorides 18,0 13.0 1445 15.5
Am#oriscal Hitrogen 0,020 nil 0,002 0,002
Albuminodd litrogen 0.010 nil nil nil
Fitrate Nitrogen 1.3 2.0 2.6 2.3
Mitrite Nitrogen nil ail ndl il
Oxygen abeorbad from .
permanganate (3hrg.
at 98° F.) 0.08 nil 0,12 0.12
Hardneas, temporary 250 230 237 222
permenent 27 47 36 38
tal 277 2T 273 260
Metals - :
Lead, ecopper; zine Fot found in any ssmples
Bacterlological Examinntion
Colonies on agar in
4B brs, @ 37° C. per ml. Q d 1 1
Golonies on agar in :
72 bre. @ 20° G, per ml. o 30 0 1
Coliforn bacilli Bot found in 100 ml,

Opinion - All Bamples

From thepe resulis I am of opipion that the water is of high
chemical arnd bactericlogical purity and suitable for drinking and
domestic purposes.

o S e o e W = me o mm

Fumber of dwellings and estimated population
gupplied from public water mains I&:E:i&l!

" Fo. of lo. of Eotimated
Houses Caravans Population
lnternal piped supply 3,917 - 11,186
External (standpipes, 123 28 293
etbc,

Bumber of dwellings supplied’ from wells - 28




2. FELIC SWIMMNING DBATH

ihe untrezted water from the bore well which supplies the
Council's syimuing both iz lmown to be subjsel to intermitient
contamination, When in use the waber in the filled bath is dosed
repgulerly with chlorine and bacteriological examination of samples
has shown thet whenever the free chlorine is maintained between
0,2 and 0,5 parts per milliop, the water is safe for bathing purposes.

Whilst the Depcritment haes subzitted no samples for baeterioe-
logical examination during 1955, the free chiorine content of the
water haz been checked from time to time. The teats carrisd ocut
howve shown that the dosege of chlorine was being meintained st an
effective level.

The sewerage of the town i8 on the seperate syslem, the soil
water sewer discharging to the Council's Sewage Disposal Flant in
Latimor Hoad, The efflment resulting from the treatment of the
sevnge in sedimentotion tanks and pereoclating filters is discharged
wo the River Chess,

In recent years it has become apparent that tue design and
capaeity ol the works was such that the inereased volume of sewage
roceived could not be dealt with effectively,

Lo a first step towords the improvement of the works, the
Gouncil made application to the Ministry of Housing and Local Government
Tor pormigeion Lo conztruct an additionnl parcolating filter bed. The
matter ues considered ot an enquiry held by a linistry Inspector who,
rejecting the Council's propesals, recommended thot imediste steps be
taken to inprove the opcration of ihe sedimentation Tanks and to leing
about a reduction in the voluns of wuler entering the sewers from
underground springs in the low lying parts of the town,

iction to effect these recomnendations is planned to start
aarly in 1956,

Parts of the District not served Ly public sewer

A survey carrviod out in 1953/54 showed that approximately 450
dwellings were situated in areas not served by a public sewer. This
number hus inercased during 1955 with the building of further houses
in Berkeley Avems, Botley Road and other outlying parts of the town.
Host of the dwellings dr-in to either a sealed cesspool or to a seplic
tank and soakaway into chalk. Since 1954 sealed cesspools only have
been permitied for new dwellings.

Cessnoo

The Council's machine emptied 160 cesspools during 1955, 139
being in the Urban Distriet, whilet the remainder were in adjoining
areas. OCharges for empiying cesspools are 15/- for each emptying
within the Urban District and 17/6d per hour for emptying cesspools
outpide the District.

_Sever Bxteneions

During the year a new sewer was constructed to serve developuent
in Berkeley Avemie, The sewer, 800 y=rds long and constructed partly
of 9" diameter conereie pipes and parily of 4" earthenware pipes,
connected Lo the existing sewer in Asheridge Hoad.

A ferther 106 yards of gewer was also laid in Penn Avemue,



4, RoFUSE DISPOSAL
411 house refuse collscted in the Urban Disiriet iz dispesed

of Ly incincerction 2t the Council's Incinerctor Flant in Latimer Road,
Cheghun,

Selvepe heturn for year 1955

tons cwt. lbs. £. 8. d.
Haste Paper 4 13 - 9 6 =
Serap Iron v ' - 6 4L 8, - .
Scrap Lead g & 35 13 10
Scrap Brass, copuer eic, 2 62 13 8 9
Loose Tins . a 7 56 L, 13 2

19 16 59 £100 3 2




i
L3
5’:
E
=
Ea
i
[
]
=

Wiber ol bouges inspacted undzr Poblic Health jeke . _ . Bl
Revisits made to houscs under Public Health dcts - - — . 98
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Duzing the yeoo Tive library books were vithdrawm firom
lmses whers Lioctioud dtesase bad oocurred und were disinfestel before
belag returnsd to the llirarian for ro-circulation,

S Hpldlld eiilidas
dadng ths yesr one infesiation of fleas wasz reported and tracted.

In additicn, in response to rejquests for heip from occupisrs,
nzets ol weops vore destroyed at seven premises during the swaser montas,

TR

Ho Statulory lotiees under the Fablie Health .pt, 1935, were
waryad during the yoar,

e Collowdng toble shows the mnber of delsels whdeh Lawve Leen
acdi widibn by azens of inform:l action during 1955:=



Pt i e
Abatement of luigances

umber of Defecte
. Defect Dutetanding | Heported| Reomedied |Outstanding
on l.1,55,| dn 1955 | in 1955 |om 31.12.55
Dampness 12 21 13 20
Defeciive doors i
and windows B 10 8 10
vefective roof surfaoce
vater drainage [ & & &
Defective sanitmry
accommodation - 1z 8 A
Inadequate sanitary
accommodation - i - 1
Defoetive floors,
staira, ete. 3 | & | a 1
Defective plasterwork 2 i - | 2 -
| |
Defective firepluces 2 | g i 1l [
Leaking roofs 0 | 1w | 9 11
Defective and deng-
erous celliags - 3 - A
Unsatisfactory yerd i
paving and draincge 8 - 2 6
Defective drainogo {
gystema, choked dreins 1 ! 6 6 1
[ |

Mizcellansous 5 1 2 &

MOTALS 57 i) &5 71

6, FUBLIC HEALTH ACT, 1936, Provision of Dustbins

Since 1950 the Council has used the powsrs given by Section 75(3)
of the ict, which provides that in liem of requiring owners or occupiers
of tuildings to provide dusibins, the Local Authority mey themselves

undertake to provide and manintain such dustbins as may be necessary.

An

gnnual charge of §/= collected with the general rate, is charged for each

dustbin.

In practice Louncil dustbins are nol delivered to premises before
the attention of owners has been drawa to the unsatisfactory arrangements
and they have had on opportunity of providing éustbins themselves.

During 1955, the refuse collection service was examined in deteil
by the Council and it came to notice that a large mumber of unsuitable
and defective bins were in uze by householders,
of these bins was inersising the difiiculties of the refuse collection

stefl.

The handling of many

s a result the Scnitery Imspectors made individuel exmmination

of approximately 250 unsuitszble and defective bins and took action where
necossary to securs ihe prowvision of regulation bins,

Provision of dustbins
lumber of dustbins provided in 1955
Bunber of dustbins provided 1950/54

Total

Couneil




7o ROLZGT COHTOL e

Froventlon of Demase by Pests Act, 1959,

The aethods and prectice of rodent control have been
ainilar Ba those ca:ried out in the Distriet during previocus yeers.
fhe inspection of all {ypoes of wemises isc carried out as a result
of notifications received from oveuplers and, to o greater extent,
by the contimial reutine survey of the area,

Treatnent of rat and mice infeatotions has been successful
in the mejority of coses using the new rodenticide "Warfarin',

haring the year the sewers received two maintenance treatments
for rat infestations. The first was carried omt in April vhem 42
manholes were dealt with and 29 complete takes observed, 56 manholas
were baited during the sscond treatment in October, when only one
complete take was observed. The reduced toke of bait in ihe second
treatnent indieated thot the first treatazent was largely successful,

In addition, « 10% test of the remainder of the sewer mshholes
vas underteken, resuliing in nine fresh infestations being detected and
treated.

Freguent trectments have also been carried out on the site of
the Council's Ingingralor and Sewapge Works, and at no time did ths
infestations get out of hand on this potentially dungerous spot.

TYPE OF PROPEHTY
Local Dyl l- lﬁ.yiaultu /1Y Other
lmth= | ing ural (including
ority Houzes Lziness)
I, Bumber of properties
inspacted as a remalt oft
(a) Hotifiacntion 2 111 - 29
(b) Survey under the Act 5 939 7 283
() Reinspectionsg 2 T - &
II, Mumber of provertics
inspected which wera
found to be infested bLy:
(a) Rats 3 129 - g1l
(b) lice - & - 7
I11, Mumbar of infested
properties Lreated 3 105 - 19
(rats and mice)
IV, Mumber of 'Block' control 2 7 - -
achemnes carrind ocut,

8, RAG FLOCK AlD OTIL.A PILLING MATERIALS ACT, 1952

Two premises are rogistered under the Act, the activities carried
on being the munufacture of soft toys in one case and the upholstery of
farniture and Ledding in the other.




9, PEL AKIMALS ACT, 15:.

During toe yeoar cue person has been licensed to keep a pet
shop in the Distriect,

The business czarried ca atl the premises has been limited to
Ltha sale of tropieal tishe

10, PUBLIC HSALTH ACT. 1935, Ssotian
Moveable Dwellings

During 1955, 27 persoos were ...censed unda Section 269 of
the fAct to atation movsebls dwell spe i the district. Tyenty=three
of the caravans wers eiationed on the site maneged by the Chesham
Urban District Gouincil oun their lawd at Trapps Lane, Chesheam, the
remaindng four beicg located on varions individual sites throughout
the district.

The Council's gite widi. . hies been fully ocoupied since opendng
in 1951 contains standings for 2! ceravans, 4 piped supply of main
water is availeble and = comminel senitery block has been provided
containing water elonels and washirg facilities. A rental of 7 per
weely ig charged for each caravar,




SLTI0H B habk

1, Hilk & Dairies Regulations, 1949 to L/54
{Specinl Designnticn) (Raw Malk) ﬁ{n:ﬂul'li i;'-.: :
151k (Special Danig‘hat‘m] (Paat-'*l.. ! 1
Ragslatlong.

- o el

Since the esming into cparatisy of the sbove-nentioned Hegulations,

en the lst Detober 1947, the dutise of Lo=al authorities have been
concernad mainly with the enforcesent of provigicns relating to the
digtribution of miil spd its bandlsveg and teeutmont at premises othsr
than doilry lores. mt promigions with regard to intection of milk
with digeases commutiecchls o man sve 213, fie resy penelbility of
Local iuthoriiles.

fhere are oo prodicersg of millk within the Coungil's ares and
tlie majordty are mowm o have liconmzed "Tubsroulin Tesied" herds.
#11 But one dispoge of their millkk in bullk, = tal Tirm of

Cheshan Diiries, Limited, ¢r Uo-the Lipress leiry Company (Londoa) Led,

.“\. [y

The one produssrfeetialer opeds a retall sand in the Chesham

eres, melling I"I'...‘:-:‘:.:— LA '1'.-. et mi

Rumber of Bepiatersa Milk i
n 1 it Promtaes 1-:».:1 2 Ugirlas
’ - -
{not being deiry ferus)

The marber and iFype of
the Regalaticns nre gliven bals

e e o 5 R crall o gt le ol 2 " -
jirannes granted by this Arbhority under

Dealerts Lisencs suthocisiag the use of the spesial
-+ I
¥ il

dapipnetion "Tilarol z
Supplamaniary Licarge solborising thea wse of the
speciul dessipnation "Pastanlsed® £
Supplementaxy License authorising whe uss of tae
gpecial designution "Iubereulln Tested" <
cdpplementery Licoioce authoriaing the use of tha
spocial dselonatlor "Stapilised? L

Duriag bthe Yeer deven Saumples L r.' vobttled millk in reapect of
witich the speciel desi Lan MEegte ed" wmE in usa were oollested
from dieensed distrilchors (a the :.-:w'.. el gubmitied to “‘ne Public
liealth Laboratory for s aticn, J’..:.:. zemples passed the presiribed
vesty for "lasteurisad” Tooii,

e

2. Tocd and Drugs Aovc.
Il & Dairies Hepolat)

B gaticn to deal irith infented supplies of milk was nesepsary
during ihe parisd,

'l-l"—.'-':'.-'—'- '-:l';i:l- ot B .-jl—-—. ﬁ.-liq

3. Toberculosis 024 1943

-0 e Jﬂ -

% notificaticas of the alamghter ol wubervalous animals under
Ghe obove [rdey were viceived dorlig the cear,
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where food is handled,

e

Local ‘uthorities are responsibkle for the enforcement of these

Reguletions.

#s MEAT INSPECTION

(=) Meat Imspection at Slaupghterhouse.

The one licensed Slaughterbouse in the District under lessa to

the Cheshan Gouncil from the Chesham, Wycombe and Tring Co-operative

Society hae contimied to operate during the year, the slaughtering
freilities being used by a group of P-nnrah?.m and Chesham traders.

The Council's Sanitary Inspectors are responsible for the
examination of all meat and a system of 100% imspection 15 in operation.
This work has involved 579 visits to the Slaugiterhcuse during the past

Twelve montha.

i table showing the mumber of carcases inspected and condemned

in 1955 iz given belows-

Cattle ' Sheep| '
pxeluding Cows |Calwves & | Pigs i‘H::raaa
Cows | Lamba |
- PSS i
Eunhar ld..'L'Lad 547 109 234 929 | 2651 -
l. Mumber inspected | 547 109 |23, | 929 f_ %51 | =
411 disesses except TeB. | i : E
i ! ! i
Wholo carcases condemned | 1 i 2 - | 4 -
Carcazes of which some : ; |
part or organ condemned 108 i TR © 1T | 35 -
! | :
Percentage of mumber !
inspected affected with 19,926  119,25%'1.28¢ | 1.82% 2, -
+ digeasge other than T.E. i i
and waticarc" i
Tubsrculosis ngh ;
Whole earcasss condemned 1 | - -] = -
i ! | !
Carcases of which some ! |
' part or organ condemned 36 14 - - | 6T -
Percentage of mumber

Cysticercosis

Carcases of vhich some part

or organ condemned

Carcases submitted to

. treatment by refrigeration

Generalised and totally
: condemned

The tctal mumber of animals slasughtered and examined during the

your shoyed a decrease on previous years;
past five years are shown in the follewipg table,

comparative figures for the




 YRAR ‘ CATTLZ | CALVES | SHEEP & | PIGS | Total K411 1n
i | 1 LAMES aquivalent cattle
i | | units(see note below)
— I - I " : I - . = i
o2 | A | 1393 | 3% 89 F 3353
1952 | 2006 | 1078 | 3879 59 | am
! ' |
1953 | AB | €M ‘ 4569 558 | 3541
‘195, | 1135 | 23 %3 122 ‘ 3043
i i '
1955 | 65 | 23t | 529 2651 | 2245

Fote: One cpitle undt represents 1 cattle beast or 2 calves, or
5 sheep or 2 pigs.

(b) Cysticercus bovis

three cases of Cysticercus bovia were discovered, a
lover incidence than in 1954, when fourteen cases were [uund,

(b) Percentage of Animals Inspected affected with Tuberculosis

the percentege of enimsals inspected affected with Tuberculosis
maintained the improvement shown in recent years, The following table
shows comporative figurea for the past five years,

Percontaze of Number Inspected affected with Tyterculosis

: | careLET | r !
TEAR | Exeluding COVS CALVES | PIGS
o i DRSS v S S s T R
1951 865 | 18258 | 0.8 I s |
119521 7.5 17,68 | 0,098 | 3.8
11953 | 8.3% 2.8 | - | 4 3%
(2954 | 8,58 20.0% - 2.9
oss| ems | wes | - | 2w |
() Slaughter of Animals ictas, 1933 to 1954

The Zlmughter of inimels (imendment) Aet, 1954, which came
into operation on the lst October, 1954, made a number of changes in
the law dealing with the licensing of slaughtermen, The follondng
is a brisf summary of the new provisicns:-

(1) Licences issued befors the passing of the Act are rendered
invalid after the 20ta September 1955, Hew licencas
will be valid for one year only.

(2) In future licences are to specify:

s. kirds of snimale which mey be slanghtered or stunned
by the holder.
b, types of instruments whick may be used.

(3) Licences suihorising the slanghter of horses will be walid
only in the district of the Mwthority granting the licenca.
Other lisences will contime to be valid in any district.




- z? -
Jhe following details are extracted from the Reglster of Slaughtermen,

Humbter of Slaughtermen on Register at 3ist December 1955 12
Applications for Licences considered during 1955 1
Applications for Renewals considered during 1955 7
Bumber of Slaughtermen rexoved from Reglster

(no applications for renewel of licences) 5
lMumber of Sleughterman on Register at 3lst December 1955 g

5. KNAGEERS' YARDS

The licensed Knackers' Yard situated at Broadview Farm, Hivings
Hill, Cheshum, has contimed to operate during the year, In accordance
wvith the requirements of the Slaughter of Anim-ls (Prevention of Cruelty)
(No. 2) Regulations, 1954, an occupier has to submit to the Council an
anmal rsturn showing the mumbsr of horses slaughtered. The return for
1955 gives the figure of 78 horses slaughtered,

Steps are being taken by the Council to adopt Eyelaws to
deal with the sanitary conditions, management and keeping of records in
Enackers' Tards, but these Byelaws will not operate before the end of 1956,

6. ICE-GREAY

Daring the ysar frequent visits have been made to premises
vhers ice-cream i? mamufaciured or sold with & view to ensuring that ithe
provisions of the Ice-crsam (Heat Treatment, etc.) Regulations, 1947 to
1952, are observed, Moat of the ice—cream sold is mamfactured outside
the District and is of the pre-packed wvariety.

Ic i

Sevon souples of ice-cream were submitted to the Publie Haalth
Laboratory for bacteriological examination, and the following table shows
a summary of the results obtained:-

Samples Provisional Grading
Taken | recoemmended by Ministry of Health
S PSS Il II1 I¥
Ioe-gream mamfact-
ured in distriet P 2 - - -
Ice=creom manufact- 5 3 - - 2
ured outside distiiet
Totals 7 5 - - 2

The two semples falling within Grade IV, which indicates a
doubtful bacteriological standard were from the same source. The
Public Health Department of the ares in which the ice-cream was
mamifactured was notified of the result.

7. CHINESE EGG ALBUMEN

Information was received during the year that samples of
Chinese Egg Albumen tsken in this country had been found to be
bacteriologicelly unsatisfactory. This commodity is mainly used in
bakeries and confecticoneries - gometimes in the rawv state, e.g. in
fillinga, soft icings.



HEH-

Enquiries in Chesham rovealed that Dried Egg Albumen, some of
Chinese origin, wae being used in three bakeries and in & factory
menufacturing choeolates and sweeta, Arrangements were made to
epllect samples and to have them examined by the Publie Health
Laberatory at Luton. Three out of seven samples examined were
ragorted to be hacleriolopicelly unsatizfactory, orgapipms of Salmonells
being isclated in =ach case,

The traders concerned were warned of the danpgers associsted
with the use of {he Albumen and agreed to surrender the remainder of
tha sampled stock in their possession, At the same time, action
was taken %o trace the wholesalers im this country and to find oat
the whereabouts of any Albumen distributed from the same source
and which might slso have been infected, Information so obtained
was passed on to the Fublie Health Dapartments of the areas concernad.

To 1llustrate thisz sctivity it may be mentioned that one lot
of infected :llumen was part of a carton of 28 lbs, which had been
divided up by the loeal wholesale agent end distributed among hakers
located in six different local authority aresas.

The 216 lbs. of infected ‘lbumen surrendered to this Department
was held, pending the sutcome of experiments being carried on at the
time into methoda of sterilisation, It was later released to the
wholssalers who gave an undertaking that the albumen would not be
supplied for use for food before being subjected to a process of
gterilisation authorised by the Ministry of Healih,

It i3 underatoocd the trade has taken up the matter with the
Chinese exporters of Egg Allumen,

8. FOOD FOISONING NOTIFICTIONS

Cne cage of suspected food polsoning wae notified during the yeer,
Investigetions failed to reveal the source of infeections or food
involved,

9. CONDEMNED FQ0DSTURFS

Tops Cwts, Lbs,
Beef _ . 2 18 254
Veal . 80
Fork 12 76
Matton 3%
Hem 29
Lancheon Mant 12
Scuse ges frk
TI"ig'_'. 20
Bagon 6
Poultry il
3 12 78
Macellanasons
Corned Poefl 5% tins Stoned Raisins 12 1hbas.
leot 4 0 Frozen Egg 10 1be.
Fruit s " Dried Zgg "lbumen 216 ltm
Tepetebley LB W Chocolate 13 barsa
Soup =nd St & ®
¥ilk A M
Tish 45 @
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4 Condan Faodetufls

Condomped foodstuffs (other than mest from the Slaughterhouss)
are oollected from traders by the Surveyor's Department of the Council and
destroyed by lncineration et the Council's plant in Latimer Road, Chosham.

The dispoaal of meet ° condemned &s unfit at the Slaughterhouse
is subjeci to arrangements between the Council and individusl cwmers,
Without prejudice to powers of seizure under the provisions of the Food and
grugs &Lct, 1038, the swncil has agread to permit owners to retain possession
of unsound meet, provided they give o eigned underteking that such meat will
ot be used for human conpumption,

Before disposal the owners are requested to notify the Chief
Sanitary Inspector of ths namss and addresses of the persoms to whom the
condemned materials are belng consigned. L3 g safegnerd, the Chesham
Slaughterhouse Company, who oporste ihe Slaughterhouse, undertake to stain
the rejectsd meat and cffal with a green dye before allowing removel from
the premises.



- 1 7 0Tt TVIOT

{zostms .o

gpaaxaenqne Burpnyoke)
£yTroman, TUooT

= - by, mq M pasiorue 2% L UoTiioc

UOTUN T SeETWaAT o) (TTT)

*SOTLEIONINY THOOT

- T [« £6 £n nooloius % ), UOTLO60 YOYGH
ut (T} uT pANNTOuY qou SRTIe10TH ﬁﬂ._.._._.
BETLTIOTIN TR Ag
- - 2 T pedlomIs 0a Of axv g B wicfaeT
SUoTI08S UOTM OT SOTIOTDE] _H._”.._
DeINISTOLT B0 raagtiop
s Tdnoog USt T suoTasalany uo sEeErTTYy
Jo Joquomy T Uy

*mayren on @n fwoystaotd Jo sesodamd xo] suworyoedeur oy

To7 SDMIOTA = p POXIOTS



-31--

ot

VEOL

(qToMyme 02
3urqrraa sesusyjo SUTPNTIUT qou)
ot ey gesutele goous:jo J9YLD
seras 10) ejuaedas qcy (9)
BAT109J6D 20 aTquiInsup (q)
e TOTFInsur (=)
{L°2) seauatusauoy JLIugTues
(¢*g) sxoory yo edwurEap oaTqoejjeu]
(¥*g) woryeTTIuUas egunbepuul
{€*n) eamjevaedmey eTqruosTe.guf
(z*g) Zurprozagesg

{*T°0) ssaulTueed JO UG

TPEqNTISUT adan
ENOFANoag0Id
PTUM UT 80800

Jo Joqumg

Joqoadeur
*WH g

Jojoadsur

‘H°H ¢l

I N T

peTpIuaYy

Panog

MUnoJ adeM §109J0p UOTUA UT S98®D JO JIGE]

SUVTAOTEAVS

MAOT TWaM SLOFLAQ HOTHM NI SISVD °C




-32 -
3o QUIWORK

During the year lists of outworkers have been received
shovuing the nanes of ten persons engaged in the following classes
of wark,

Falking of wearing apparel 1
Erush-making 9

Thare were two casesa of default in sending lists of
outworkers to the Council ae required by Section 110 of the
Factories Aet, 1937, The firms giving the outwork were notified
and requested to supply the necessary llsts in Februery and /ugust
of ench year,

4, CHESHAN INDUSTIRIES

The following is a 1list of Factories on the Ragister
on 3lat Decsuber 1955,

ghor th Fo

Woodware and Joinery
Motor=vehicle repairs
Brushware

Boot Mamufaeture and Repairs
Light Enginoering

Clothing and Textiles
Frinters

Toy Momufaciure

Plastie Moulding

Food Manufecture und Pecking
Upholstury

Marmufacturing Jewellers
Miscellaneous

o I:F-'

Do YOG R e =3

o 8] E

Bullding operiiions

factories (No M 1 Fa

o

Upholstery

Undartakors

Stone Mason

Elackemith

Dressmaking & Tailoring
Cyele Repairs

Waste Merchant

Radio Engineer

Poclkdng
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