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CHELTENHAM RURAL DISTRICT COUNGIL

ANNUAL REPORT CF THE MEDICAL CFFICER OF HEATLH

FCIi THE YEAR 1964

Te the Chairman and Members of the
Cheltenham Rural District Council,

Mr, Chairman, Ladies and Gentlemen,

I beg to present the Annual Report for 1964 on the health, environmental,
hygiene and sanitery circumstances of the Rural District. The Report is
prepared as required by the Fublic Health Officers Hegulations 1955 and
Circular 1/65 of the Ministry of Health,

I am again indebted to other officers for much of the material from
which the Report is compiled and especially to Mr, L, Grogan, the Surveyor
and Chief Public Health Inspector for sections dealing with the work of his
department,

The health of the District was well maintained: the birth rate, death
rate and infantile mortality comparing favourably with the national average,

The estimated population for mid-19&4 is 35,900, showing an annual
increase of 1,870 persons. Thiz expension is one of the largest yet
recorded and is due to extensive housing development in the District, since
the patural increase in population, i.e. excess of births over deaths,is
only 424,

The incidence of all forms of infectious disease except measles, was
again low; people make full use of the facilities for immunisation and
vaccination, and so prevent many outbresks occurring,

Yater mains were extended to serve & number of housing development
gites, znd lengths of main at Woodmancote and Gretton replaced with mains
of greater capocity, in order to improve the supply. FPiped water supplies
have been extended to all the villages and hamlets in the District.

A main sewerage sSystem was provided at Up Hatherley; and at Toddington
the scheme for main sewers @nd treatment works was nearing completion,

Twenty-five of thirty-six parishes in the District now have mein
sewerage extending to whole or part of the parish.

Mr. E. H. Rosser retired during the year:; he had been Surveyor and
Chief Public Health Inspector since the formation of the Council in 1935,
and did much to promote the Council's comprehensive housing, water supply
and sewarage schemes in the District, for a population which increased
from 15,835 to 35,900 during his tenure of office,

In conclusion, may I offer my sincere thanks to members of the Counedl

for their kind consideration, and to the staff for their continuved help
during the period.

I am, Mr. Chairman, Ladies and Gentlemen,
Your obedient servant,
STEPHEN KNIGHT,

Hedieal Officer of Health,
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6. INFANT MORTALITY RATES

Total infant deaths per 1,000 total live births B
Lﬁgit?mgte Wl I " Lepitimate live births 15.8
Illegitimate " it " Illegitimate live births 52,6

7«  NEQ-NATAL WORTALITY RATE (deaths under 4% weeks
per 1,000 total live births) .. .. 10.9

8. EARLY NEO-NATAL MORTALITY RATE (deaths under 1 week
per 1, total live birtha) .. .. a2

9.  PERINATAL MORTALITY RATE (still births and deaths under 1
week combined per 1,000 total live and
E'ti]-]- 'biI“thB:' # # CR & & C] I#IE

10, HATERNAL MORTALITY (including abortion)

Hmllther nf mﬂt‘hs & d@ # # - L] ® a L ¥ & Hﬂﬂa
Rate per 1,000 total live and still births i P |

11. LEATHS

Total Male Female
Hhumber 0 171 1

Death Rate per 1,000 of the population 8.6
hren Comparability Factors (Deaths) 1,2k
Corrected Death Rate (8.6 x 1.24) 10,6

FOPULATTON

The population estimated by the Registrar General for mid-1964 is
35,900, as compared with 34,03C for the previous year: the annual increase
in population is 1,870,

BIRTH RATE

Live births numbered 735, the Birth Bate being 20,47 per 1,000
population, which compares favourably with the national average 18.4.

DEATH RATE

311 people died during the year, the Death Rate baing 8.6 per 1,000
population, considerably lower than 11.3 for England and Wales,

INFANT MORTALITY
Although thirteen infants under one year of age died during the year,

the Infant bortality is at the rate of 17.7 infant deaths per 1,000 live
births, and is below the national average 20.0.

CANCER

Death Rates from cancer per 1,000 population:

England & Wales Cheltenham R.D,
Persons Fersons
M. ¥, M. F.
Cancer of the Lung .93 0,16 0.83 0.05
Other cancer 1,51 1.83 1,17 1.58

Fifteen men died of cancer of the lung; even so, it will be noted
that the mortality for meles from this disense is below that for England

and Wales.
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England County Cheltenham
= B !I'Ilalﬁﬂ l)f G].GEJ- RrDr
Perinatal Hortality Rate (per
1,CCC Live and 5till Births - 26,8 - 14,8
£till Births and Infant Deaths
under 1 week)
Death Rate (per 1,000 population) 11.3 10.18 8.6
FREVALENCE OF, AND COMNTROL OVER
INFECTICON AND OTHER DISEASES
INFLCTIOUS DISLASES WOTIFIGD DURING 1964
{Eggiuding Tuberculosis )
Under 25 and  Age
lyear 1 -4 5 -1415 .24 over unknown Total
. PR e M Rl SR i | [ ] O i | IR o R
Scarlet Fever SRR SR N Tl e e R B
Whooping Cough = F 3k B &5 3 U & & F < = 610
Foliomyelitis, para- - = = E s =k m = - = =
1ytiec, non-paralytic
Measles 6 3203 o o8 81 -~ 1 3 2 1 421118
Diphtheria - = e & m & R e = & W e e =
Dysentery eI e SR -
lieningococecal infeetion -« = - - - =« - - - 1 = o
Under T 65 and
5 yeera 5 =14 15 = 44 45 _ 64 over Total
M * M. a M. ¥, H. F. M, N M: E,
Prneumonia - = - = - 1 3 = - = G e |
Encephelitis, infectious - - - - = - = - =
Erysipelan - - - - 1 - - = - 1
Puerperal pyrexis - - - - - 5 - = - = - 3
Scarlet Faver Only thirteen caszes were notified. GSearlet fever continues

to bhe light in ineidence and mild in character.

Dephtheria

Ho cose has occurred in the District since 1949.

Whooping Cough

ligalesz

Foliomyelitic

Food Poisoning

Only sixteen cases were notified. a tribute to the success
of the wvacecinztion campaign.

LCC ecnzee of measgles were notified, about the number usvslly
notified esach year,

I'o case of poliomyeltis occurrad,
{ne isolated case of food poisconing was notified,

drawing attention to the need for scrupvlous cleanliness
in the handling foed,

(a) Food Poisoning lotifications (Corrected) as Returned to Registrar General
lst Quarter 21d Guarter Jrd Quarter 4th Quarter Total
- - 1 (F) - 1
(5taphylococci)
(b) CASES OTHLWISE aSCERTAINED M1
{¢) SYHPTOMLESS EXCRETERS Wil
(d) FATAL CASES Mil
o, of Cutbreaks Mo. of Cases Total
Mo, of
Family Otker Otherwise |Cases
Cuthreaks | Cutbreaks Hotified | Amcertained
Agent idontified Hil Mil 1 Nil 1
There were no cases of dysontery during the year,

[ysentery

-
A






Tuberculosis Register

The number of cases on the register at 31st December, 1954, was as
follows:

Pulmonary lon-pulmonary All forms
Male Female Total Male Female Total Total
55 3 89 2 10 12 101

There were no deaths from either respiratory or other forms of tuber-
culosis, but ten new cases were notified., so sources of infectiocn in the
community do exist, Treatment today is rapid and effective; tuberculosis
could be eliminated if the preventive measures were fully implemented,
Full support for liss Radiography, tracing contacts and B.C.G. vaccination
is essential,

PUELIC HEALTH

Food and Drugs Act 1938 - Clean Food and Food Hygiene

Byelaws made under Section 15 of the Food and Drugs Act, 1938, are
in force for securing hygieniec methods in the handling, wrapping and
delivery of food for sale in the open air, The Food Hygiene Reguletions
require that clean food should be dealt with only by elean persons in
clean premises, using clean equipment.

~ Yood shops and similar establishments are inspected regularly to
ensure that food is wholesome and that the premises comply with require-
mentsz,

HATIONAL ASSISTANCE ACT, 1948

Section 47 - Removzl to Suitable Premises of Fersons
in need of care and attention

lational Assistance (Amendment) Act 1951 - Section 1

These Acts give local auntiiorities power to apply te the Courts for
the compulsory removal of aged or sick persons who are living in insenitary
conditions and are unable to provide for themselves and are not receiving
from other people, proper care and attention. It wes necesrary to apply
to the Court for an Order to remove to hospital ore old lady, bed-ridden
and living alone, suffering from heart failure and gangrene of the foot.
She made no demur when the time came.

The Home Help Service and Cld Feople's Welfare Committee have heen
of great assistance to many elderly people, enabling them to esrry on in
their own homes,

Cld Feople's Velfare Committee

The Council have set up an 0ld lecple's Welfare Committee to co-
ordinate the efforts of voluntary werkers ar behzlf of cld peorle in the
Aural District. This Committee has proved most useful: it meets quarterly
end is attended by representatives from each parish, who report on the
local situation.

Froblem Families

The scheme agreed between the County Council and Tdstrict Council
for the rehabilitation of jroblem families, continved to overate during
the year, Under the scheme, ke County Council puarantee 757 of the
rent if the case is accepted. 'hen arrears of rent are such as te render

family 1liable to evietion from & Council house, the circumstances are
reported te the County fJociel Welfare Officer,
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PUBLIC SWIMMING BATHS

atanton Open-air Fool

This concrete lined pool hes a capacity of 70,000 gallons and is
situated a few hundred yards to the east of the village. During the
sumner months it ie in constant use, not only by bathers from Stanton
and the surrounding villages, but also by visitors to the Gloucestershire
Education Authority's Summer Youth Camp, close by.

While the pool is maintained and administered by the Parish Couneil,
the water is supplied by the Rural Dietrict Council, at a reduced rate.
Chlorination is carried ocut by means of sulphate of ammonia and chloros
and the pool is emptied, thoroughly cleansed end re-filled at approximately
fortnightly intervals. Samples for bactericlogical examination are taken
pericdically,

WATER SUPPLY

A coneiderable part of the Rural District is within the statutory
supply area of the Gloucester and Cheltenham Corporations' water undertakings.
The Council's supply was satisfactorv in quantity and quality throughout the
year. All these supplies are chlorinated., Twelve samples were taken for
bacteriological analysis from public svpplies ond eleven from private
supplies. None of the waters are liable to have plumbo-solvent action,
Contamination did not occur in any form.

No., of houses Population Population
supplied supplied supplied by
No, of Estimated direct into direct into mneans of

houses Egggl%tiun houses houses standpipe
Alderton 193 5 193 560 -
Ashchurch 641 2,380 Gl 2,380 -
Eadgeworth 578 1,855 576 1,849 =
Bishops Cleeve 1,872 £,3L6 1,872 6,346 -
Doddington h 269 Ak 269 -
* Duckland 77 225 77 225 -
Cobarley 84 306 84 306 -
* Cowley 99 311 99 311 .
Deerhurst 176 567 167 532 B
* Dumbleton 159 509 156 500 -
Elmstone Hardwicke 55 247 66 27 -
Gotherington 221 680 221 680 -
* Great Witcombe 3k 108 34 108 =
Hawling bg 168 Lo 168 =
Leckhampton 1,314 L, o6z 1,314 L 0&2 -
Leigh a9 275 89 279 -
Cxenton 53 157 50 148 9
* Prescott 27 aQc .29 90 it
Prestbury 1,525 &,036 1,525 L B36 =
Shurdington 547 1,608 543 1,608 i
Snowshill 6l 221 Gl 221 =
Southam 199 573 197 567 -
Stanton 93 262 93 262 -
Stanwey 152 Loo 132 hog &
Staverton 247 fo2 2h7 B2 =
Stoke Orchard 86 276 86 276 -
* Sudeley 36 137 36 137 -
Swindon 288 967 288 967 x
Teddingzton T 216 75 213 3
Toddington 117 398 117 398 -
Twyning 280 895 267 53
Uckington 114 A0 114 280 &
Up Hatherley 327 925 327 925 -
Welton Cardiff 19 57 19 57 -
Winchcombe » 1,162 5 | 1,150 3,530 12
Hoodmancote L2 1,357 haz 1,357
Totals: 11,546 36,975 11,508 36,053 24

i il s m— e C e ma

* Privete or part-private suppliss






Year ending: 31,12.63 31.12.64

Ho. of houses overhauled and redecorated

externally (by contract) 370 304
Ko, of tiled surround fireplaces fitted 20 18
No. of defective draining boards replaced 41 39
No. of defective firebaskets replaced 51 26
No. of defective sinks replaced T
Ho. of defective sanitary pails replaced 5 2
Ho. of #.C. pans replaced 112 24
No. of defective taps replaced : 17 20
No. of defective flush buxes replaced 19 8
Ho. of defective chimney pois replaced 7 23
¥o. of defective lavatory basins replaced 34 12
Ho. f defective W.C. seats replaced 5e 23
Ho. of gate-posts renewed 36 16
No. of roofs repaired 123 41
Wo. of eaves gutters and/cr downpipes repaired 249 79
No. of vigits to Council houses for various

purposes 5,139 5,021
No. of cases where damage has been repaired

at the tenant's expense 13 15
Ho. of applications to erect talevision

aerials dealt with 33 40

Other activities in housing

As a result of the active programme in dealing with unfit houses
during the previous years, the number of properties requiring urgent
attention was very small, and action was taken againat these as follows:-

Demolition Orders Nil
Closing Orders 2

Undertakings to execute works
to remder fit for habitation Wil

Undertakings net to use for
human habitation until
rendered fit 1

e have now reached a stage where attention should be paid to
dwellings previously classified in Category III. Whilst it ia
appraciated that a number of these have, since their original elassification
been improved with She aid of grants and consequently upgraded, thexe
remains s fair numﬂ‘é‘?"‘w ch may have detericrated and these now require
re-surveying. 1’ .
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31.12.63 31.12,64,

Ho. of dwellings provided by conversion

of existing buildings and dwellings T 9
No. of houses in course of erection st: 31.12.63 1.12.64,
Couneil 33 46
Private Enternrise 300 336

333 382
Total number of plans received and considered 713 751
Humber of plans resubmitted 84 128
Total considersd by Committes 797 879
Total number of plans approved - permanent 752 814
Total number of plans approved - temporary ey =
Total number of plans disapproved 42 65
Temporary anprovals renewed 28 15
Plans declared of no effaect - 61
Temporary buildings removed 3. 1
Humber of infommal notices sent & 1
No. of recommendations to Area Planning Officer 424 192
No. of visits to properties and sites 3,316 4,158.

Each plan when received is checked and ascknowledged and if there is
any discrepancy and time permits, the owner's or architect's attention is
drawn to this with a view t¢ the necessary alterations being made prior
to consideration by the Committee.

Every endeavour is made to inspect work a2t the following stages -
excavation of foundations; completion of concrete foundations; dampcourse;
roofing; testing of drains; installation of fittings; and completion.

In a number of cases, the owmers of houses have obtained leans through
the Council under the Hovaing (Financial Frnvisians) Act, 1948, (as Emﬂﬂd&d},
and in such eases more frequent inspections are made and the work is
closely checked before certificates are issued for paymenmts.

FUBLIC HEALTH

Under this heading has been included the work in connection with
milk supply, infectious desesses, water supply,; nuisances, disinfestations,
tants, vans and sheda, factories and workshops, pollution of streams,
inspection of food premises, publie conveniences pnd sewage disposal ete.

The following figures show the activities during the year:-

Year ending 31.12.L3 31.12.64

No. of complainta received ox

nuisances discovered 68 (13
Nuisances abated 5T 54
Complaints not Justified 11 1z
Informal roticzs sent iz x5
Statutory Wotices served 1 1
Ro. of premises diszinfested 14 4
Wo. of visits in connection with

the above items 01 295
No. of new drainage systems installed 50 52
Viaits to new drainage aystems 182 2589
Number of wisite to public conveniences 59 2]
Infectious disease visits 33 13
Number of wisits in conmestion with

street numbering 306 364

o 2\






Food Hyesiene Regulations

Inspections are carried out periodically at food premises and no
prosecutions were made.

The number of food premises in the District is as follows:

Bakers 8 Sweet Retailers 2
Butchers 12 Hotels 13
Cafes 11 Public Houses 43
Confectioners 9 Factory Canteens 5
Fighfriers 2 Clubs 11
General Stores 45 Mobile General Stores 5
Greengrocers 9 " Butchers 3
Grocers 10

Informal Netices sent - 1
Food and Aet 1 Section 16) (1

Fumber of premises registered for the sale

and storage of ice-cream - 92
Number of applications considered and licences

issued during the year %

Bumber of premises registered for the preparation
of preserved foods intended for male 4

Total nunber of visits in conmnection with the
Food and Drugs Acts 328

The Caravan Sites and Control of Development het 1960

The following figures show the activity during the year:

Number of applications dealt with in respect of :

New Bites 13 relating to 14 caravans
" " (geasonal) Nil
Additiens to existing sites 2 relating to 2 caravans
n L1} L1 1" .
(seasonal) g 0 1% ream Y
Reduction to sites il
Renewal of site licernces 6 relating to 7 caravans

Aotion was taken in respect of the following :

Unlicensed sites: T
Licenaed sites - conditions not kept 11

At the end of the year, the number of sites totalled 133 covering
760 (including 98 seasonal) caravans,

He. of recommerdations to Flanning Officer 12
Ho, of visits to sites 409
Ho, of informal notices served T 1

Factories Act 1961
Year ending: 31.12.63. 31.12.64.

Humber of wvisits fto factories 202 209
Number of informal notices served 2 1

See also additional information-annexed to this report.
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~ Built up areas receive two collections and the remainder of the
district ome collection approximately every fortnight. This arrangement
18 satisfectory and has overcome previous diffioulties which had been
encountered especially et holiday times.

The controlled method of tipping is undertaken end refuse is tipped
at Shurdington, Winchcombe and Twyning.

Bumber of visits to tips ete. 293

Vehiclea: 1 Shelvoke and Drewry 50 cu.yd, Packamstie.
1 Eagle Compressmore 12/24 cu.yd.
3 Bhelvoke snd Drewry 16/20 cu.yd. fore and aft tippers.
2 Harrier 12 cu.yd. side loading tippers.

31,12,69, 31,12.63, 12.64.
Fo. of dwellings 10,273 10,992 11,546
Guantity of HRefuse
collected (approx. cu.yds.) 45,000 ' 47,388 49,750
Distance travelled by

PUELIC RIGHTS OF WAY
ey of wIBIte .. we en wm cws oms ome me skl
Ko. of inforael notices gsent .. o  .» anl wiE owe A i
PETROLEUM (REGULATION) ACTS 1928 AND 1936

Ho. of informal notices served b e as s s . 1

Wo. of licences issued to store petroleum .. ) e e o8

HD- Gr Tiﬂitﬂ - LR LR o LRl L] L L) L] - 1#?

 FREVENTION OF DAFAGE BY FESTS ACT,. 1949

The vigiis and treatments made during the year by the Pests Operator

are as follows: -
Ko. of Premises

No. of premises - No. of inspected (incl.
treated Visita clearing of baits).
Cheltenham R.D.C. Premises .. ~ 139 387 - 108
Othar premises. in fhe .. - : : ! 2
Cheltenham Rural District 427 1130 544
Gl 566 1517 652

Potal number of complaints received and.visited . .. - .. .. - 106
Ho, of informal notices gerved " we aw e ' 2
No. of visits by other members of the staff .. F e i T8

Treatment of Sewers

Treatmgnt:af the Council .sewers were undertaken during January and

August resulbs were as follows -
Tegted Treated Infested Treated Infested

Manholaa. 3= Jan, 64. Jan, 64 Jan. 64 Aug, 64 Aug, 64
Ashehurch 5 - Hil - =
Bishopa Cleeve 15 = il = -
Laokhampton 155 1 } 4 Hil
Prastbury 14 - Nil - -
Shurdington 10 14s 2 15 Fil
Winchcombe 11 14 2 a Vil
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