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CHELTENHAM RURAL DISTRICT COUNCIL

— e a—

ANNUAL REPORT OF THE MEDICAL OFFICER OF HEALTH

FOR THE YEAR 1958,

To the Chairman and Members of the
Cheltenham Ruranl District Council.

Mr. Chairman, Ladies and Gentlemen,

I beg to submit my Annual Report for 19586 on the
environmental hygiene and sanitary circumstances of the Rural
District,

I am indebted to the staff for help in the preparation
of the report and to Mr, E.H, Rosser, Chief Public Health
Ingpector and Surveyor, for the sections dealing with the work
of his department.

The Health statistics are favourable to the Rural
Distriet in all respects and are evidence of the well-being of
the community.,

As a consequence of the lifting, in 1958, of the
Government embargo on capital expenditure the Council received
consent to proceed with the scheme of sewerage for the Heddings
area,

During the year the Council completed the THIRD
ingtalment of its programme for dealing with unf'it houses, Of
the 38 houses dealt with, Demolition Orders were made in 23 cases
and satisfactory Undertakings accepted in 15 cases.

I am very pleased to be able to take this opportunity
of thanking the members of the Council for their kindness and
congideration and my colleagues for support and co-operation
during the year,

I am, Mr. Chairman, Ladies and
Gentlemen,

Tour cbedient Servant,

STEPHEN KNIGHT

Medical Officer of Health

July, 1959,



CHELTENHAM RURAL DISTRICT COUNCIL
STATISTICS AND SOCIAL CONDITIONS OF THE AREA

alre:g { in acres :i P vee Bl,"}q'ﬂ

Registrar-General's eabtimate of mid-year populabion

(including members of the Armed Forces ) e 294250 °

Fumber of Inhabibted Houses (end of 1958) e 9,068

Rateable Value (ab 31.12.58) S £386,435

Sum represenbed by a penny rabe aes 1,537

EXTRACTS FROM VITAL STATISTICS FOR THE YEAR

LIVE BIRTHS Tobal Male Female

Legitimate 521 256 265

Illegitimate L S 11
Tobal BRz 265 27/

Live birth rabe per 1,000 populabion 18.5

Ares Comparability Facbor (Births 0,99

Corrected Birth Rate (18.5 x 0.99 18.

STILL BIRTHS

ILegibimatbe Ll ¥ L

Illegitimatbe - - -
Takal 1L 72 4

85ill-births rate per 1,000 live and

still-births 19,8
S6ill-births rate per 1,000 population 0.357
TOTAL live and sbtill-births 553

INFANT DEATHS
aths o nfants under nne year of age)

Legibtimate 9 5 n
Illegitimate 1 - 1
Tabal e 58 8B
Infant morbality rabe per 1,000 live births - bobal .. 18.4
il 11 ' il nm L] i _leEitinEabE'l?‘E
! ¥ LR A "o 4 _~illegibtimabe 47.7
Heo Nabtal " L 4 i “ i R i 12.9

(first four weeks)

Illegibimate live births per cenbt of bdel liwve births 3.87%

MATERNAL deaths (including abortion) NIL
Maternal morbtaliby rate per 1,000 live and sbtill-births Wil
DEATHS 26% 157 126 *
Death Ratbte per 1,000 populabion 8.9

Area Comparability ?actﬁr{ﬂeathsg 1.14

Corrected Death Rake (2.9 x 1l.14% 10,14






26. Ulecer of sbomach and dundenum

27. Gastritis, enberibis and diarrhoea

28. Nephritis and nephrosis

29. Hyperplasia of prostate

30. PFregnancy, childbirth,aborbion

51. Congenital malformations

2. OCbher defined and ill-defined disecases

5%. Mnbor vehicle sccidents

34, All nbher acecidents

55. Bulcide

56. Homicide and operations of war
Tobal

BIRTH,DEATH AND INFANTILE MORTALITY RATES

Male Female

—

(RS e ) o S TR BN YA T
P EELI=30 0 M

. LA 126

1954 1355 1956 1957

Birth Rate (per 1,000
population) 17.6 1 6.7 17.7
Deabh Rﬂbe { = da = ) 9-1 1 1:0 Ei'!'l'

Infantile Morbality Rabe
{deaths of infants under 1 year)

( per 1,000 liwve births) 2%,

I il b T

Neonabal Morbtality Rate

(deabths of infants under 1 monbh)

(per 1,000 live birbths)

16.0

22,3 8.8 23.8

'_I
g
e]

'_J

o
wOan

18.4

12.9

FOR_COMPARTSON, THE BISTH, DEATH AND INFANTILE

lMTEITE MEE FOR Eﬁ@ﬂfﬁ AND WALES BIC.
TRE GLVEN BEIOW

Live Birbths
{per 1,000 populabion)
86ill Births (per 1,000 bobal-
live & sbill birbhs)
Infantile Mortalilby Rate
(per 1,000 live birbhs)
Neonabal Mﬂréuliby Rakte
{(deaths of infants under
1 month - per 1,000 live
birkhs)

Deabh Rate
(per 1,000 populabion)

England

E Wales

16.4

2l.6

22.6

l6.2

11.7

Counby Chelbenham
of Glos. Hali
o B 18.5
20.26 15.8
19.8 18 .4
14, 04 12+9
10.93 8.9






Food Poisoning

o cases of food pnisaning nccurred, a sbabte which

reflects on the sbandard of cleanliness in Ghe food brade in Ghe
disbrick. .
W ow gk

DIPHTHERTA TMMUNISATION

Number of children who had completed a full course of immunisation
bebween 1st.Jonuary 1944 and 3lst.December 1958 :—

Under
Age abt 31.132,58 1 year 1 2 4 5 = 10 ~ 14
i.e, born in year I%5E 1957 1@35’1?;5 1555 1553?%949 1948 7 1904
Number immunised: 17 225 316 %06 289 1470 1259
TOTALnumber immunised 3882

Number of children
immunised in: 1958 1957 1956 1955 1954 1953

Primary - 220 401 368 317 328 445
Haintenance- 94 519 280 24 133 211

There was a falling off in the number of children
immunised against diphtheria, only 230 children being protected as
against 401 in the previous year.

The decrease is due bto bthe all-out efforbt being
made in the campaign for waccinabion against poliomyelitbis.

e s e

VACCINATION AGAINST SMALLPOX

The following bable sebs oub bhe debtails of the
records of vaceinabtlon received during the year, :-

Under

1l year 1 2 =4 5 = 14 _15. & over Total
Vaccinabion 152 4 9 3 11 179
Re-vaccinabtion - - - 1 10 11

Proporbtion of children wocecinebed under one

year of age, expressed as a percenbage of Fthe number of births
during bthe year :=

1952 1953 1954 1955 1956 1957 1953
%5 38 31 3l %] %8 29

Agoin during the yeor under review fewer
children were vaccinabed agninst smallpox.

The proportion of vaccinabed people in bhe
community f£alls short of bhab required as an effective barrier
to the spread of bthe disease.

VACCINATION AGAINST WHOOFING COUGH

Undar 1 wvenr 1 2 =4 5 = 14 Tokal
Whooping Cough Vaccinabtion: 161 19 5 2 187
Combined Diphbheria/Whooping
cough prophyloxis{obtained &0 1L ) 1 7
by and given by General

Practibioner F;'}






0ld Penple's Welfare Commibbtee

e The Council have sebt up on 0ld People's Welfare
CommiGtee bEo co-ordinabe efforts on behalf of old people
throughout the whole of Ghe Rural Disbrict.

GENERAT, PROVISIONS F(R HEALTH SERVICES

Loboratory Pacilibies

Gamples of wabter, milk and ice-cream and
pabthological specimens are senk for bacteriological analysis
to Ehe Public Healbh Iaborabery, Walbon 3treet, Oxford.

The laborabtory is part of the Public Healbth
Iaborabory Service of the Ministry of Health, and no charge
is made for making use of ibs services.

Chemical examinntionof specimens is underbtaken
by Messrs.Ellis and Turner, Fublic Analysts, Gloucesber.

ERE R

HOME HELP SERVICE

This Service is nrganised by bthe Counby Council,
and charge is made according bo a scale of assessment.

The Home Help bakes over bhe running of the
h??e where bthe housewife is Gemporarily incapacibobed bthrough
illness.

As nobted elsewhere, the Sarvice is wery useful
to old penple who can no longer monage because of infirmiby.

Appeals for assisbance Trom Ghs Home Help
Service should be mande bn bhe Divisional Hzalth Office,
Council Offices, Charlbton Kings, telephone number Chelbenham
55756.

Nursing in bthe Homo

The area is covered by the District Nursing
Associabion under bthe contral of bthe County Council,

Informabion is available from the Council
Gf fices, or bthe Divisional Health Office, Council Offices,
Charlton Eings, belephone numbcr Chelbenham 55746,






o, of No. of No. of

Houses Houses Houses
="  supplied supplied
dircet by means
into house¢ of stand-
pPipes.

Alderton 136 126 =
Ashehureh (inel, Aston Oross, Aston-  L6h 423 =
on Carrant, Fiddington & Pamington)
Badgeworth (incl, Bentham and Lol La2 E
The Reddings)
Boddington (incl, Haydon) 85 8Ly =
Bishops Cleeve 1194 1162 =
Buckland (inel. Laverton) 79 72 7
Coberley 83 50 5
Cowley (Birdlip publie, Cowley 101 78 &
private supply
Deerhurst (incl, Apperley and 216 146 -
Walton Hill)
Dumbleton (inel. Gt. Washbourne 175 ol =
Little Washbourns & Wormington) 67
Elmstone Hardwicke 69 60 -
Gotherington 134 117 =
Great Witcombe 31 31 -
Hawli Bl 38 =
Leigh (incl. Coombe Hill) 95 93 &
Leckhampton 961 o) B | =
Oxenton (inecl, Woolstone) 5L 58 -
Prescott i 26 -
Prestbury 1259 1232 -
Shurdington 170 L33 -
Snowshill 71 L2 -
Southam iy6 18 =
Stanton g0 S0 =
Stanway 139 15 =
Staverton 128 11 -
Stoke Orchard (incl. Tradingtm}.g 174 167 -
Sudeley (inecl, Charlton Abbotts Lz 32 -
Swindon (incl, Brockhampton) 123 117 "
Teddington (inel, Alstone) 57 57 o
Toddington 140 129 =
Twyning 263 127 -
Uckington 112 106 =
Up Hatherley 50 149 =
Walton Cardiff 15 15 -
Winchecombe (inecl, Gretton & Groet) 992 375 3
Woodmancote 310 30l -

2068 8316 10

+ Private or part private piped supplics,






) The following figures will illustrate the work
involved in dealing with these sites:-

Year ending: Jl,12.57.  Jle12.58,

No, of dwellings 25 59
No., of Repair Orders completed by 136 o7
Contractors

Ho. of Repeir Orders completed by the 160 186

Council's staff
No. of Visits 522 483

From the above figures 1t will be noted that although
the number of dwellings has reduced, the amount of repairs
necesgary te the remaining dwellinge is increasing.

Hepairg to Council louses

Repairs to Council Houges are generally carried out
by direet labour, and at the end of the year we employed a total
of thirteen men upon this work (not including part time of the
Foremen)., The followlng fipgures show the work carried out:-

Year ending: 3L.12.57.  31.12.58.

No. of housea repairable by the
- Council at the end of the year _
~ {others will be released from
Contractors from time to time) P 1284 1345

Ho, of Repair Orders completed o
by the Counecil's ataff (an order
may contain several items) T 1680 1690

Ho, of Repair Orders complcted by
Contractors including electricity
aend gas e 623 631

———— i — p———— e m wo= wee

Total ... 2303 2321

. T — S

o, .of houses overhauled and
redocorated externally:

8s By Contract “es 228 238
b, By Dircct Labour P 8 T
236 245

No, of houses redcecorated intornally
on change of tenancy . Iy 5
No. of tiled surround fireplaces fitted | 65 ; 25
o, of defeective draining boards replaced az 13
No, of defective gpete of firebricks replaced 15 25
No. of dcféctive firebaskets replaced 85 52
No. of defeciive fircbare replaced 72 69

b






By the end of the year substantial progress had
also been made with the fourth instalment coneiting of 86
dwellings in the parishes of Dishops Clecve, Boddington,
Elmstione Hardwicke, Gotherington, Leigh, Oxenton, Prescott,
Prestbury, Southam, Usclkington, Voodmancote and Swindon. All
the dwellings had been inspected ond reports and representations
presented to the Counecil in respect of those which ealled for
action under slum clearance procedure.

Housing Act 1957.

A. {1) Houses demolished in Clearance Areas
ﬂnﬂ uﬂfit fDP human habitation Y 0

{2) Houses demolished not in Clearance
Arvene but as a result of formal or

informal procedure under Sec.l/(1l). e 6
B, Infit houmes clozed under Sactions
16(h) 17(1) and 35(1). 2y
Ce Unf'it houses made £it and houses in
which defects were remedied
(1) after informal action Ly L2
(2) after formal notice under Public
Health Acts 'K i
(3) after formal notice under Sections
9‘ Enﬂ. lE R | B
D Unfit houses in temporary use
ratained under Section 17(2), aain 2
No. of Housing Inspections or re-visits s 93

The Council has continued to encourage owners of
properties to apply in appropriate cases for improvement grants.
During the year L3 new cases affecting 51 properties were
approved, The total number of cases approved since the Council
became the Aulhority for dealing with these cascs has risen to
246 capes affecting 274 properties, and the amount of grants
approved totals £83,542 yp to the end of 1958, The results
have in all instances been very satisfuctory and there is no
doubt that this scheme has not only enabled properties to be
brought up to a good standard, but it has been the means oft
retaining properties which possesgs features that are not present
in modern houses. In addition, it hop enabied accommodation to
be retained and thus avoided the Couneil having to provide more
housea for the occupanis.

Year ending: 31,12,57. 31.12.58

Mo, of houses in respcet of which
Improvement Grants were issued:-

a. Improvements 60 L7
b. Converslons 11 Iy

Ho, of inspections regardlng Improvement
Grants 552 393






nuisancesm disinfestations, tents, vans and sheds, factories and
workshops, pollution of streams, inspection of food premises,
public conveniences and sewage disposal etc, The following
Tfigures show the activities during the year:-

Year ending: 31,12, 57, 31,12,58.

Mo, of complaints received or nuisances

discovered T4 138
Taisances abated 68 101
Complaints not justified Ly 10
Informal notices sent 27 61
Statutory Notices served 3 7
No..of visits in connection with the above

items 373 631
No, .of premises diginfected 2 -
No. of premigses disinfested b 10
No. of new drainage systems installed 58 102
Visits to new drainage systems 260 286
Ne, of visits to public convenicneces 95 12l
Infectious disease wvisits 2l 19
Ho, of visits in commection with street

numbering 130 &7

Inspection of Foods

During the year complaints were received regarding two
meat pies. These complaints were investigated and proceedings
were successfully taken at the Cheltenham Magistrates Court
against the offenders.

The following foodstuffTs have been condemned:-

ewis. grs, 1bs, 028,
Canned Fish 1l 3%
Canned Meat 3 2 6 1 A
Canned Fruit Juice 18 15
Canned Soups 21 U%
Canned Tomatoes 1 1L Tz
Canned Fruit L 3 2 15
Canned Vegetables 2 2 L g
Canned Cream 1 2
Canned Syrup 1 0
Canned Chiclken L i
Dried Fruit 20 0
Bisecuits 1 6
Total 12 3 26 123

Tinned Milk ..., 39 pints

Carcases and Offal inspected and condemmed in whole or in part:-

Cattle GCows Calves oSheep Pigs Horscs

excluding and
Cows s Lambs
Humber killed 320 2 16 913 285 Wil
Number inspected 320 2 16 913 28E Wil

All discases except
Tuberculosis & Cysticercd

fihole carcases condemned - - - - = =
Carcases of which some part
or organ was condemned 156 il L 2l G -

Percentage of number inspected

affected with disease other , ‘

than ftuberculcsis & R gﬂ% 6o 255 2, 65% 2,1% o
eysticerci =16 =






Milk ond Dairies Regulations 19LO-195L.

No. of dairies registered e sk 2

No. of Deelers licences issued during the year
authorising the use of the Special Designation

Ea} Tuberculin Tested. 5
b) Pasteurised L
No, of Supplementary Licences issued during
the year authorising the use of the Special
Designation
a) Tuberculin.Tested ... e 9
b) Pasteurised S i 10
Total No., ¢f visits in connection with the Food
and Drugs Jcts F T 317

el —— i saa s S cm -

Tents, Vans snd Sheds '

During the year the Council issued a further site licence
for 20 caravans and from the figures it will be noted that there
was & slight reduction in the number of individual caravans,

The fﬂlluwiné Tigures relate to the activities in this
section during the year:-

Year ending: 31.12,57. 31,1358,
No. of new applications for licences received 62 61
No. of new applications approved 52 56
No. of new applicationa.ﬁiaagpruved 10 L
No. of applications withdrawn , - 1
No. of previous 1i¢en¢eg renswed T4 61
No..of renewal applications disapproved 3 -
No..of visits to sites ; 366 372
No. of informal notices served g

An inspection of one caravan site in the district
revealed the lack of amenities and unsatisfTactory conditions
regarding the structures. Proceedings against the offender
were sucecessfully taken through the Court of Summary Jurisdiction.

Pactories Act, 1937.

Mo, of insulfficient sanitary conveniences 2 -
rectified

Ho. of unsultable sanitary conveniences

ractified . 4 1 1
No. of other offences rectified 1k 3
No, of visits to factories 108 112
Mo, of informal notices sent . L

Sewage Disposal

During the }cur the scheme Tor providing sewers for a
part of the parish of Staverton was completed,

The limitations upon capital expenditure were lifted in
S e



November, and Ministry approval was given for the Reddings
(Bamfurlong) Sewerage Scheme, Work on this was commenced in
December 1958,

Schemes Tor Aston Cross, Ashehurch; Gotherington and
Swindon were in course of preparation.

Samples of sewage effluents were taken periodically
at the Council's sewerage works, and 25 samples were submitted Tor
analysis.

No. of visits to Scwage Disposal Works etc. 1368,

Water Bupplies

The number of new connections made to the mains during
the year totalled 375 and of these 88 connections were made to
the Council's mains, 284 to the Cheltenham Corporation's mains
and 3 to the Gloucester City mains,

No. of visits to supplies, mains, ete., 282,

The total length of cast iron and asbestos distributer
mains owned by the Council of diameters from 2-9 inches is
apgroximately 104 miles., In addition there are approximately
115 miles of galvanised, copper and asbestos pipes of between
21 and 2" diameter and 21% miles of supply and pumping mains.
from 3 to 6 inches in diameter,

Refuse and Salvage

In July 1958 the system of refuse collection in the
digtriect was reorganised. Previously collections were made
weelly in the built-up areas, Tortnightly in the villages and
monthly in the remote and scattered areas, The new scheme
made provision for the built-up areas to receive two collections
and the remainder of the district one collecticn.approximately
every fortnight. This arrangement proved satisfactory and
overcame previcus difficulties which had been encountered
especially at holiday times.

The controlled method of tipping is underteken and
refuse is tipped at shurdington, Snowshill, Winchcombe, Prestbury
and Twyning.

Ho. of wisitse to tips etc. e L20
Vehicles: 3 Shelvoke & Drewry 16/20 cu.yd. fore and

aft tippers.

1 Bedford Compressmore 18/20 cu.yd.

Year ending: 3L,12,55.  31.12,56, 3L,12,57. 31.12,58.
No. of dwellings 7826 8212 8714 9068
Sﬁ?ﬁﬁiﬁgdﬂfaggigif ou. yda, )33000 36000 34000 3L500
Distance travelled by 36L4L5 37318 35731 35899

vehicles (miles)

S 1 e
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