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CHELTENHAM RURAL_DISTRICT COUNCIL

ANNUAL REPORT OF THE MEDICAL OFFICER OF HEALTH
FOR THE YEAR 1955.

To the Chalirman and Members of the
Cheltenham Rural Distriet Council,

Mr. Chairman, Ladies and Gentlemen,

I beg to submit the Annual Report on the health and
sanitary circumstances of the Rural District.

As is usually the case, the vital statistics are
favourable, the infantile mortality being in line with that for
the County and Country as & whole,

The Governmeni's economic policy continues to bring
about delays in the Council's schemes for providing main sewerage
in various places.

Particulars of 338 unfit houses were su¥plied as
required to the Minister who approved the Council's plan to deal
with the problem in an eight year period,

Thirty improvement grants were made during the year,
enabling houses which otherwise would have fallen into the unfit
category to be brought up to modern standards of amenity and
repair, Such reconstruction work veluntarily undertaken is an
important measure in dealing with the problem of unfit houses.

As 1s customary, Mr. E.H. Rosser, the Chief BSanitary
Inspector,. reports in detail on housing, water supply, sewerage
and the sanitary inspection of the District.

I have great pleasure in expressing my appreciation to
the Members of the Council for their support and to my colleagues

for their ready co-operation and help during the year, and in,
the preparation of this report.

I am, Mr, Chairman, Ladies and Gentlemen,
Your obedient Servant,

STEPHELIT EMNIGHT
Medical OQfficer of Health

November, 1956



CHELTENHAM RURAL _DISTRICT COUNCIL

STATISTICS AND SOCIAL CONDITIONS OF THE AREA

.A.I'Eﬂ {11’1 ac I‘EE} - w ) @ 31,9150
Registrar-General's estimate of mid-year population

including members of the Armed Forces) = 25,970
Number of Inhabited Houses Send of 1955) £ 7,826
Rateable Value (at 31.12.55 o 5 £198,877
Sum represented by a penny rate (at 1955/56) .. £799,18,0,

EXTRACTS FROM VITAL STATISTICS FOR THE YEAR

Total Msle F =
IVE BIRTHS B Temale
LBEitIﬂlﬂtE e "o LN ] - l EU 226
Illﬁgitiﬂ]ﬂ.tﬁ" L - - & & . h%i l?ﬁ E

Total as . e LL8 216 232
Eirth Rate per 1,000 of the population 173
Area Comparability Factor (Births).. 1,05
Corrected Birth Rate (17.3 x 1.05) .. 18,2
STILL BIRTHS
Legitimate e e . i 6 L 2
Illegitj—mﬂ.te - " - . " w - — o B
Total - 5y s & Iy 2
8till Birth Rate per 1,000 of the
population a2
Still Birth Rate per 1,000 total (live and
still) births 13,2
QM o . [ % | w - . EE':L- 12? 131'4
Death Rate per 1,000 of the population 10,1
Area Comparability Factor {Daathsg e 0.98
Jorrected Death Rate (10.1 x 0.98) .. 9.9

{Q 0, DEATHS FROM PREGNANC CHILDBIRTH, ABORTION
IEEthE .. " & " nil
ieaths per 1,000 totel (live and still) births nil

EATHS OF INFANTS UNDER ONE YEAR OF AGE
™ Tnfantile Mortality

Egitimtﬂ s . w . . 1% E g
llﬂgitiﬂlﬂ.te e " . . ..

Total . . w . 11 2 9
11 infante per 1,000 Live Births .. e 24.5
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DEATHS OF INFANTS UNDER % WEEKS OF AGE
Neonatal Mortality

Total Male Female

Lﬁgitmte w L o LI ] m 2 B
Ellegitimate .. L e o - - -
Tﬂt—al aw .. ] 1ﬂ E E‘
Neonatal Mortality Rate per 1,000 births aiw 22,3
FOFULATION

Following the trend in recent years, the Registrar-
General's estimate of the population of 25,970, is an increase
of 980 over that of 195.4, The natural inecrease in population,
excess of births over deaths, was 187.

BIRTH RATE

Births numbered L8 as compared with 439 in 195L,
making the Birth Rate 17.3 which is similar to thit for the
previous year of 17.6. The Birth Rate for the Rural District
compares very favourably with the rate of 15.0 for England and
Wales as a whole.

If due allowance is made for the large proportion of
elderly people in the age distribution in the Distriet, the
Corrected Birth Rate 18.2. should be used for purposes of

comparison,
DEATH RATE

Deaths totalled 261 as compared with 228 in 1954, making
the Death Rate 10.1. The Death Rate in the Rural Distriect is

again lower than the rate of 1l.7 for the Country as a whole.

AUFANT MORTALITY

There were 1l deaths of infants under one year of age;
the infantile mortality being at the rate of 24.5. deaths per
1,000 live births. The local rate is much the same as that
for the County, 24.1, and that for the Country as a whole, 2L.9.
It is to be noted that the infantile mortality rate for the
Country as a whole is even slightly lower than that for the
previous year, and is the lowest recorded.

Again 10 of the 11 deaths of inf'ants took place in
the neonatal period, that is within one month of birth, The
death of the infant in this period is bound up with the health
of the mother in pregnancy and confinement. Prematurity was
given as the cause of death in six cases, and congenital
abnormalities in three cases,

CANCER

There were L6 deaths from cancer, eight more than
in 1954, 8ix men and one woman died from cancer of the lung,



CAUSES OF DEATH

. _The causes of death in the following table are
clagsified under the Abbreviated List of International
Statistical Classification :-

Mgle — Female
1, Tuberculosis, respiratory .. 2 0 1
2. Tuberculesis, other a 5 0 0
3« Syphilitic disease .s o 0 0
L. Diphtheria s o s 0 0
5. VWhooping cough .. a s O o
6. Mcningococeal infections .. i 0 0
T+ Acute poliomyelitis i ath 0 0
8. Measles o i My 0 o
9. Other infective and parasitic diseases 0 i
10. Malignant necplasm, stomach pom 3 1
11. Malignent neoplasm, lung, bronchus .. 6 1
12, Malignant neoplasm, breast o Q L
15. Malignant necplacm, uterus we o 3
1L, Other malignant & lymphatic neoplasms X7 11
15, Leukaemia, aleukaemia e - 1 0
16: Diabetes e e w } Q
17. Vascular lesiocns of nervous system .. 1L 15
18. Coronary disease, angina ., s 25 1l
19. Hypertension with heart disease . 2 2
20. Other heart disesse e . 20 39
21. Otker circulatory disease .. = T 3
22. In"luenza . e .. - 0 1
23, Pneumonia wre s - 2 v
2. Brenchitis o Ja =7 L (o}
25, Other diseases of respiratory system.. (0] 1
26, Ulcer of stomach and duodenum . 1 2
27. Gastritis enteritis and diarrhoesn e 0 0
28, Nephritis and nephrosis .. =5 0 0
29, Hyperplasia of prostate .. e 6 0
30. Pregnancy, childbirth, abortion .e 0 0
3l. Congénitel malformations .. n 0 3
32. Other defined and ill-defined disease 10 19
33. Motor vehicle accidents .. .a L 0
34, All other accidents ' «a L L
35, SBuicide . . e 1 0
36. Homicide and operations of war P 4] (1]
Tntal oo L L] [ﬁ: 1 m
BIRTH, DEATH AND INFANTILE MORTALITY RATES IN THE DISTRICT
FOR THE LAST FIVE YEARS,

1951 1952 1953 1254 1955

Birth Rate Eper 1,000 population) 16,8 16,5 15.7 17.6 17.3

Death rate (per 1,000 population) 10,7 10,0 8,7 2.1 10,1.

Infantile lortality Rate (per 1,000 live
births)(Deaths of infants under 1 yr.) 15.5 27.8 32,0 23 0 24.5

Neconatal Mortality Rate (per 1,000 live
births)(Deaths of infants under 1 mth) 7.7 12,6 13,0 16,0 22,3

For comparison, the Birth, Death and Infantile Mortality Rates
for England and Wales etc, are given overleaf :



England County  Cheltenham
& Wales of Glos. ReDly

Live Births 150 15.42 173
8till Births [pﬂr 1,000 total hirths} 23.1 22.80 15:2,
Death Rate (per 1,000 population) p i 11l.44 10.1

Infantile Mbrtality Rate (Deaths of

Infants under 1 Year)(per 1,000

live births) 2L.9 2l44 10 2.5
Necnatal Mortality Rate EDeaths of

Infants under 1 Month)(per 1,000

live births) - R i 5 1 17.89 22,3

RREVALENCE OF, Ap CONIROL OVEX, LIFECTIOUS

CTIOUS DISEASES NOTIFIED DURING -
Excluding Tuberec osipg

Under 1 -5 5 -15 15 - 25 25 and Total

1 y>. upwards
LoP oA ® LoF Kk FEOMF LD
Searlet Fever - e & B lh 9 - - = = 20 12
Diptheria - - - - - e = - - —~
Whooping Cough %53 13 B 5 11 - = = = 2] 22
Measles L, T 8369 123425 2 1 .1 L 213806
Poliomyelitis
Paralytic = = 1 - 1 - - - - p 2 1
Hon=Paralytic = = = = 1 - = . wmo G ik R
Under 5 - 14 15 = L)} 45 - 64 65 and Total
5 yre upwards
Mo Fo Mo T, M, F.o M, F, M, F, M, F,
Pneumonia 2 - 1 - 2 1 - = 2 - T 2
Erysipelas - = = = - A = e m i e
Cerebro spinal fever - = = - = m m = o= = -
Dysentery - 2 - - = am - TR 2
Puerpsral Pyrexia - - - - - 2 - - - - - 2
Sgarlet Fever

The incidence of Scarlet FPever wms slight as has been
usual in recent years; 32 cases were notified which is much the
same as the previous year. The disease was mild in character
and in nearly all instances the patient wae isolated st home,

No spread could be attributed to this mode of procedure.

Diphtheria,
No cases were notified,

Whooping Cough

Forty three cases were notified, none of which were
Tatal.

Vaccination against whooping cough can be arranged with
the child's doctor or at the Child Welfare Centre, It is a
partlicularly valuable measure in the case of young infants in
whom the disease is muach more serious.

Measles
Measles is a disease with a biennial incidence, 1955

was an epidemic year, 419 cases were notified as compared with
180 in 195L, There were no deaths,

- B



CIPHTHERIA IMMUNISATION.

Humber of chlldren who hed completed o full course of immunisation st eny time up to the 3lat December, 1955,

Undsr

Age at 31.12.18655 1 year 1 2 3 4 5 - 9 10 - 14

(1.8. born in year) 1955 1954 1853 1952 1951 1946 - 1950 1941 = 1945

lumber immmnised 32 218 317 389 Se7 1,468 851

Total number immunised .e .e . 3,702

Number of children immmised in : 18955 1954 1963 1952 1851 1950 1949 1948 1947
Primary 317 328 445 416 429 209 27 211 D4G
Maintenence 324 133 211 311 247 166 316 94 192

317 children under fifteen years of age were immunised, as compared with 328 in 1954, cnly 28 of these
were baobles under one year of sge representing iwonty-two per cent of the children in the sge group.

The acceotence fells far short of seventy-flive per cent which is the target figure of the diphtheri-

immmisation campalgn. The poor response in the cese of young babies 1s due to pos onement ha o _ g
on sccount of the prevalence of poliomyelitis. RS ent in the sumuer month



Poliomyelitis

Five cases of poliomyelitis (3 paralytic) were notified.
The same number was notified in the previous year,

Food Poisoning

There was one ocutbreak of food poisoning, involving
five persons. The causgl organism was not determined.

VACCINATION AGATNST SMALLPOX

The following table sets out the details of the records
of vacecination received during the year :

Age : under -3 wp, 2 - L yrs, 5 = 1l yrs. 15 yrs & Total
1 Jr. over

Vacecinatiom 157 16 i3 16 18 220

Re-Vacc'tn | - 2 12 30 L5

Proportion of children vaccinated under one year of age, expressed
as a percentage of the number of births during the year :=

1951 1952 1953 1954 1955
32 33 38 31 34

There was a slight increase in the number of children
vaccinated during the year, 220, compared with 146 in 1954,
In order that the commnity should have sufficent protection
to prevent epidemics of smallpox, at least half the babies should
be vaccinated, whereas, it will be seen, the response is not yet
good enough,

TUBERCULOSIS
Hew Cases
Children
Qe lf 5 e Tl All persons
Respiratory S s = - 6
Others . . . - - 3
Deaths

Respiratory - . s .a 1
Others . . .o . nil

Tuberculosis Register.

The number of cases on the register, 3lst December,
1955 was as follows :-

Central Nervous

Respiratory System. Other Torms Allforms
Male Female Total Male Female Total Male Female Total Total
86 58 iy e i 2 16 15 35 161

There was a welcome decrease in the number of new
cases of tuberculogis, nine cases were notified as compared
with sixteen in 1954. Deaths from this disease continue
to decline, and only one death occurred, However, the number

- 7 =



of ceses in the tuberculosis register has not decreased in a
like mammer, so the risk of infection is still high.

The Council have rehoused meny families in order to
enable an infectious person to have a separate Iroon, More use
should be made of the services of the Mass Radiography Unit,

It is available to all, and early diagnosis by this means
shortens the patient's period of treatment and eliminates a
source of infection,.

Vaccination against tuberculosis is offered to all
thirteen year old school children, and the response is most
encouraging, Vaceination of the growing adolescent affords
him protection at = time of 1life of particular susceptibility,
This measure should bring about a decline in the number of new
cases.

PUBLIC HEALTH
Food s Act, 1938, - Clean Food

Byelaws made under Section 15 of the Food and Drugs
Act, 1938 are in force for securing hygienic methods in the
Handling, Wrapping and Delivery of Food, and Sale of Food in the
open air,

Food shops and similar establishments are inspected
regularly te ensure that the food is wholesome and that the
premises comply with requirements.

Food Hygiene Regulations, 1355

These Regulations made under the Food and Drugs Act,
1955, replace Seotion 13 of the 1938 Act, as the principal law
relating to food hygiene.

The application of these new Regulaticns is muach more
extensive in that they apply, generally speaking, not only to

food shops but to all "food businesses", and include canteens,
club¥, schools and so on.

In the main, the Regulations came into force on the
1st Jamuary, 1956, and are designed to prevent contamination
of food. Those reguirements dealing with structural alterations,
€.8., the provision of sinks, washbasins etc., do not become
operative until the lst July, 1956,

NATTONAL ASSISTANCE ACT 8
Section : removal to Suitable Premises
of Persons in Need of Care and Attention,

NATIONAL ASSISTANCE (AMENDMENT) ACT, 1951
Sectlon 1. =

3 No application was made to the Court for a Removal
Order under this section.

The Home Help Service continues to be of great wvalue
in rendering timely assistance to old pecople living alone and so
enabling them to carry on.

In a few cases the Home Help Assistance would have

been inadequate, and so, af'ter persuasion; the old people
agreed to be admitted to hospital.

— B -



GENERAL PROVISIONS FOR HEALTH SERVICES,

Laboratory Facilities

Samples of water, milk and ice-cream and pathological
specimens are sent for bacteriological analysis to the Public
Health Laboratory, Walton Street, Oxford. The laboratory is
part of the Public Health Laboratory Service of the Ministry of
Health, and no charge is made for making use of its services.

Chemical examination of specimens is undertaken by
Messrs, Fllis and Turner, Public Analysts, Gloucester,

Home Help Service,

This service is organiesed by the County Council, and a
charge is made according to a scale of assessment.

The Home Help takes over the running of the home where
the housewife is temporarily incapacitated through illness.

As noted elsewhere, the Service is very useful to old
people who can no longer manage because of infirmity.

Appeals for assistance from the Home Help Service should
be made to the Divisional Health Office, North East Area, Council
Offices, Charlton Kings (telephone Number: Cheltenham 55746)

Nursing in the Home.

The area is covered by the District Wirsing Association
under the control of the County Counecil, Imtormation is
available from the Council Offices or the Divisional Health Office,

North East Area, Council Offices, Ch rlton Kings (Tel. 55746)

CHILD WELFARE CENTRES (Gloucestershire County Council)

Apperley - . 2nd Wednesday, Lth Thursday
Ashehurch (Northway Church Centre) Alternate Tuesdays
Bishops Cleeve .. i Each Wednesday
Dumbleton o R L4th Friday
Leckhampton ¥ i Each Friday
Prestbury o - Each Tuesdﬁﬁl
The Reddings .o . 2nd & Lth ursdays.
Shurdington ‘e s lst & 3rd Wednesdays
Stanway - s 2nd Friday
Stoke Orchard .. an Alternate Tuesdays
Tﬁ:ﬂ'ling - ® ' 2nd Thl].t‘sd.ay
Winchecombe e s Alternate Tuesdays
Witcombe & Bentham &5 2nd & Lth Wednesdays.

SAITITARY CIRCUMSTANCES OF THE AREA

HOUSING ACT, 1936, Parts II & IIT: HOUSING REPAIRS & RENTS
ACT, 1951, Section 1.

(1) PROPOSALS:
Total number of permanent dwellings in the Local
Authority's area .o .o . 7,826



Part 1, The total problem.

(i) Estimated number of houses unfit for human
habitation within the meaning of Section 9
of the Housing Repairs and Rents Act, 1954,
and suitable for action under section 11
or section 25 of the Housing Act, 1936 e 338

(ii) Period in years which the Council think
neceszary for securing the demolition of
all houses in (1) 5 . . 8 yrs.

Part 2, Orders already made, etc.

(1ii) Number of houses in (i) in clearance areas
and already covered by operative clearance
or compulsory purchase orders or owned by
the local authority .. . . 8

(iv) Number of houses which are already in clear-
ance areas and for which clearance or
compulsory purchase orders have been
submitted to the Minister, but have not yet
beoome operative e . .e nil

Part 5, Action in the first five years.

(v) Number of houses which are already in clear-
ance areas and for which clearance or
compulsory purchase orders are to be made
or which are to be purchased hy agreement
within the five years. .e i nil

(vi) Number of houses which are to be included in
clearance areas still to be declared and which
within the five years will be owned by the loeal
authority or will have been inecluded in a

clearance order or a compulsory purchase order
submitted to the Minister - i 58

(vii) Number of houses under giiij, (iv), gv}
and (vi) to be patched (if necessary) and
retained within the five years under
section 2 of the Housing Repairs and Rents
Act, 1954, for temporary accommodation 5 nil

(viii)Number of houses under (iii), (iv), (v)
and (vi) to be demolished in the five years 66

(ix) HNumber of Houses (including those alre&dg
comprised in operative demolition orders
to be demolished in the five years as a
result of action under section 11 of the
Housing Aect, 1935 s e .o 150

(2) ACTION TAKEN DURING 1955

Houges demolished or closed in the period

(1) Housing Act, 1936 Houses
(a) Demolished as a result of formal or
informal procedure (Section 1) »e "

AR -



(b) Closed in pursuance of an undertaking
given by owners (Section 11) and still

in force .. e — .o e
(c) Parts of buildings closed (Section 12) .. Nil
(2) Local Government (Miscellanecus Provisions) fAect, 1953

Closed as a result of Closing Orders
under Sections 10 (1) and 11 (2) aa Nil

Rggaira in the Eeriudi

(3) Unfit houses rendered fit and houses in which
defects were remedied during the period as a
result of informal action by the loecal authority
under the Housing or Public Health Acts . 30

(4) Public Health Acts - action after service of
formal notice,:

Houses in which defects were remedied :-

{a) by owners e s . 2
(b) by local authority o .o nil
NEW HOUSES

Completed in 1955 :

Council Houses o e = = 59

Bishops Cleeve Housing Asscciation .. 60

Dowty Housing Association .. . 3

Private Enterprise .o .e 326

Gloucestershire County Counecil .e i 5
Total . . 453
(4) IMPROVEMENT GRAVTS

Number of houses in respect of which
Improvement Grants were igsued :

() Improvements ¥ .e 58

(b Conversions . = - 1

HOUSING REPAIRS AND RENTS ACT, 1954

The re-survey of Category V. dwellings which was commenced
in November, 1954, was completed by the middle of 1955, and a
very full report on the results of the survey was presented to
the Council by the Chief Sanitary Inspector and Surveyor. This
report shewed that of the 505 Category V. houses revisited no
less than 183, or approximately 36 per cent, could be reclassified
into higher categories, leaving a balance of 322 houses which
were judged to be unfit for human habitation, and not capable at
reagonable cost of being made fit. These 322 houses, together
with a further eight, the subject of Clearance Orders which were
already operative constitute the "slum clearance" programme now
being embarked upon by the Council. Section 1 of the Housing
Repairs and Rente Act, 1954 reguired all local authorities to
submit to the Minister by August 31st, 1955, proposals for dealing

pE - AR



with unfit houses during the succeeding five years. The
Chelienham Rural Distriet Council undertock to deal with the
whole of the 330 unfit houses in the five-year pericd; 58 of
them in Clearance Areas, and the remainder as individual unfit
houses, This represented an average rate of 66 houses per
annum, However, the Ministry has intimated that eight years
is rcgarded 85 a reasonahble period for the completion of
Cheltenham's programme, thus reducing the tempo to L1 houses

Per annum, assuming the work is actually spread over eight
years.

The Council decided that the work should be carried out
parish by parish as this would simplify the synchrcnisation
of clearance and re-housing provision. The report revealed
that the parish of Deerhurst contained a higher proportion of
unfit houses than sny parish in the Rural Distriet, and so it
was decided that the 49 unfit houses in Deerhurst should be
dealt with in the first 12 months, By the end of the year
under review, arrangements were well in hand for dealing with
the Deerhurst houses;, fifteen of them in three Clearance
Areas, and the remainder as individusl unfit houses. It is
not anticipated that all the houses represented will be
actually demolished or closed since the Council has reaffirmed
it's poliey of giving the fullest encouragement and help to
owners of ynfit dwellings whe are pilling to carry out work to
bring their properties up to a standard of fitness for human
habitation, wherever this is physiecally possible.

The Council is also continuing it's policy of making
Improvement Grantz in all suitable cases to enable owners to
bring their properties up to a proper standard of amenity and
to extend their useful life for a peripd of at least 15 years.

WATER SUPPLY

Part of the Rural District is within the supply
areas of the Gloucester and Cheltenham Corporations's water

undertakings.

The Council's supply has been satisfactory in
guentity and gquality,. 411 the supplies are chlorinated.

Nineteen samples were taken for bacterioclogical
analysis, and two samples for chemical examination; in
addition, seventeen bacteriological samples were taken from

private supplies

No.

of No.of houses HWo,of houses

houses supplied supplied
direct into by means
house of standpipe
Alderton L35 125 -
Ashchurch {1nc1. “Aston Gruss, Aston-
on-Carrant, Fiddington & Pamington) 391 350 =
Badgeworth {incl Bentham and The
Reddings) 459 377 -
Boddington (:anl. [-iﬂ;.rd.e.n} 82 81 =
Bishops Cleeve 1,092 1,075 -
+Buckland (inel. Lavertanl 15 68 7
Coberley . 81 25 5
+Gowlcy (Elrdlip public}
(Cowley private supply).. 99 76 -
Deerhurst ?Incl Apperley and
Walton Hill1l) .. 203 131 -
+Dumbleton (inecl. Gt. wushhourna,
Little Washbourne and BhEpuhlic} -
Wormington) .. - 172 67(private )=









CHELTENHAM RURAL DISTRICT COUNCIL

Report by Chief Sanitary Inspector and Surveyor,
cn the work of his Department for the Year 1955,

Mr., Chairman, Ladies and Gentlemen,

I have again the honour to present the Annual Report
on the work of the Department for which I am responsible to the
Council,

The activities of the Council have continued to
inerease and in the succeeding part of the report it is proposed
to deal with variocus duties under separate headinge unless they
have already been dealt with by the Medical Officer of Health.

HOUSING

The provieion of housing accommodation is still a very
important task for the Council, but does appear to be less acute
than at any time since the end of hostilities in 1945, The
effect of the easing of restrictions upon private enterprise has
resulted in the number of completed private houses rising to 326
as against 152 in 1954, 81 in 1953, and 32 in 1952, A further
encouraging feature is that at the end of 1955, the number of
private enterprise houses in course of erection had risen to 238
plus 4 for the Dowty Housing Association. The number of sites
for future private houses approved by the Town Planning Aunthority
now totals approximately fifteen hundred,

The Sotal number of houses completed in the District
totalled 453, and based on an average of 3% persone per house,
this means that 1,585 persons have been provided with permanent
accommodation during the year.

The efforts of this Council have been directed to
providing housing at Bishops Cleeve and Leckhampton. These
are the main centres of population and where the Council owned
seites with services available,

The number of reguisitioned properties at the beginning
of the year was 4, and this was reduced to 3 by the end of the
vear, Sinece that date all have been released.

The list of applications for houses is less then a
year ago. The number of houses erected by private enterprise
showed, as anticipated, an increase during the year, and the
rate continues to be maintained,

Apnlications for Housing Accommodation
Qrdinary applications -

a2, living in the District o . 289

b. not living in the Distriet.. w0 380
Families cccupying dwellings on temporary estates

a, The Park, Stoke Orchard ae . 9l

b, Chargrove Grounds 5 .5 8

c. Witcombe Grounds . T L8 147
Families in requisiticned properties, .o 3
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The occupation of caravens is still increasing and -
more licensed sites came into use during the year.

Tgmgararg Housing.

Under this heading accommedation of former camp Biltes
has been included, The Council still control sites at Stoke
Orchard, Shurdington and Witcombe. The poliey of the Council
has been to re-house the familice who have been on thesec sites
for a long time. It is hoped that when the families are rehoused
from Stoke Orchard, Shurdington and Witcombe, it will be possible
to remove the buildings.

The following figures will illustrate the work involved
in dealing with these sites -

Year ending : il,lE,ﬁg Lale s
No. of dwellings Y S L7

No, of Repair Orders completed by
Contractors (not including conversions

or matters arising therefrom) e 36 117
No. of Repair Orders completed by the

Council's staffl . e 323 257
Hﬂ. of visits . n . - s 311 J—IEI-I-

Other Activities in Housing.

In sccordance with the directions received from the
Ministry of Housing and Local Government, preparations were made
Tfor dealing with unf'it houses in accordence with the programne
approved by the Ministry. The policy adopted is to deal, cach
year, with all category five houses in a selected portion of the
Dizstriect, By this method the Council will eventually know the
number of families requiring toc be rehoused in that ares, and from
this information, the size of the site for new houses cen be
estimated. Following these lines, it was decided to deal with
the Parish of Deerhurst in the first year, where the number of
houses in Category V. totalled 49, The properties concerned
were re=inspected and by the end of the year the necessary
informetion had been collected in almost all cases in readiness
for teking the action required by the Housing Acts,

Reconditioning of houses also shewed a marked increase
and by the end of the year Grants had been approved in respect of
84 cases, affecting 1l0Z properties. The Council have encouraged
owners to make applications, and where the works have been
completed the results have been very satisfactory. In some cases
it would be safe to say that spart from the improved standard, the
value of the property has increased by an amount greater that the
actual costs incurred,

HOUSING ACTS.

Under the Housing Acte the following figures relate :-

Year ending:

31,12,54 31l.12.55

Housing inspections or re-vieits .. 1 [ 794
No of propertics on which Statutory

Notices were served e i i 16 15
No. of properties on wh%ch Statutory

Notices were complied with ia e () 5
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Year Ending:

31.12,54 31.12.55

No. of properties on which Statutory

Notices were served prior to 1955

which were complied with during 1955 L
No. of informal Notices served .. . 20 37
No, of informal Notices complied with .. 18 30
No, of impure water supplies rectified.. 3
No. of roofs repaired. . wia s 9 T
No. of drainage systems repaired or

renewed oy an A~ s oo 10 12
NHc, of dwellings where miscellaneaus

defects were rectified .. R b 8
Ho. of houses for which spplications for

Improvement Grants were received 46 70
No. of Grants approved covering improvements 62
No, of Grants approved covering conversions - &
No. of inspections re. Improvement Grants 78 L30

Requisitioned Prooerties.

At the end of 1955 the Council held under Reguisitioning
Powers three properties which gave sccommodation to three families,
During 1955 cne propertiy was released to the owner,

The following tiguree relate to these properties -
. year ending

31,12,5  31,12,55

Orders for repairs completed by the Council's

WOorkmen .. o " 10 nil
Orders for repairs completed by Contractors 7 1
No. of visits to inspect .. u 36 2

Repaire to Council Houses

Repairs to Council Houses are generally carried out by
direct labour, and at the end of the year we employed a total of
ten men upon this work {nut including the part time of the
Poremen). The following figures shew the work carried cut :-

Year ending
31.12.54  31,12,55

ko, of houses repairable by the Council
at the end of the year (others will
be releasgsed from Contractors Trom
time to time) i 3 o' 870 1083

No. of Repair Orders completed by the
Council's Staff (an order may contain
BE?E‘I‘{I]. itﬂmE} - - = - & -s 11“‘“‘ 1?55

No. of Repair Orders completed by
Contractors, including electricity

E.n’a. gaﬁ- - . - LN ] Ll-g{j 51"'6
Total _d;68h . =230
No. of houses overhasuled and redecorated 195 - contract
externally by contract & direct latmr 186 26 - direct l.
219 total

No. of houses redecorated internally
on change ol tenancy 2] A

o



No.
Ko.
No.
No.
No.
No.
No.
No.
No.
No.
No.
No.
No.
No.

No.
Ho.
No.

of
of
of
of
of
of
of
of
of
of
of
of
of
of
of
of
of
of

tlled surround fireplaces fitted
defective drainage boards replaced
defective sets of firebricks replaced
defective firebaskets replaced
defective firebars to ranges replaced
defective sinks replaced

defective sanitary paile replaced
W.C. pans replaced

defective taps replaced

defective flush boxes replaced
defective chimney pots replaced
defective lavatory basins replaced
defective W.C, seats replaced
portable coal fired coppers replaced
gate posts renewed

roofs repaired

eaves gutters repaireﬁ

visites to Council Houses for

various purposes

No., of cases where damage has been repaired
at the tenant's expense

No., of applicationas to erect television
gerials dealt with

BUILDING BYELAWS

Year ending:

31,12,54
20
28
26
28
20

27
16

=

3

36

1l
8z
27

2,856
15

el

31,12 .55
31
25
19
50
36

15
22

L6

13
167

LS

2,908
2l

127

The work in connection with the Building Byelaws has
continued to increase during the year, as will be seen by the
number of houses erected or in course of erectlon.

Total number of plans received and
considered o - -
No, of plans re-submitted.. P o=
No. of plans withdrawn . .. » .
Total considered by the Gommittec.. £l

Total number of plans approved - permanent
Total number of plans apprﬁvcd - temporary
Total numbter of plans disapproved

Temporary approvals renewed s e
declared of no effect i Bl

Flans

Year ending:
31le12454 31.12.55
L23 L92
B3 11h

1 1
L85 605
he7 542

1l 3
Ly 60
12 16
3 =



Year ending @

3l,12,5L  31.12.55

Temporary Buildings removed 5 3 7
No. of recommendations to Area Planning

Office e et 232 190
No. of visits to properties and sites 2,430 2,932
No, of houses completed by the Council 258 59
No. of houses completed by Private Enterprise 152 326
Ho. of houses completed by Gloucestershire C.C. - 5
No. of houses converted to more dwellings

or other bulldings converted g 1
No. of housez completed by Housing Asstns, 9 63

No, of houses in course of erection at the end of 1955 i=-

Council {including flats) L8
Housing Association (Dowty) L
FPrivate Enterprise 2358 Total 290

Each plan when received is checked and acknowledged,
and if there is any discrepancy and time permits, the owner's
or architect's attention is drawn to this with a view to the
necessary alterailons being made prior to consideration by the
Committee,

IZvery endeavour is mede to inspect work at the following
stages - excavation of foundatione; completion of conecrete
foundations; darmpeourse; roofing; testing of drains;
installation of Tfittinge; and completlon.

In a number of cases the owners of houses have obtained
ioansz through the Council under the Housing Act, 1949, and in
such cases more irequent inspections are made, and the work is
clogely checied before certificates are issued for payments.

PUBLIC HEALTH

Under this heading has been included the work in
c.nnection with milk eupply, infectious diseases, water supply,
nuisances, disinfestations, tents, vane and sheds, factories
and workshops, pellution of streams, inepection of food premises,
public conveniences and sewage diespossl eic. The following
figures show the nciivities during the year :-

Year ending :

31.12,54  31.12,55

No. of complaints received or nulsances

discovered a aa 8L 97
Nuisances sbated as i 79 17
Complainte not justified .. - 2 5
Informal Notices sent ol 5 36 2%
S8tatutory Notices served .. ErE nil 2
Mo, of visits in connection with the

above itcms i P 243 281
No. of premises disinfected s L] 2
No. of premises disinfested s 6 7
No. of new drainage systems installed 61 29
Visits to new drainage systems ’ s 247 145
Ro. of vielts ito public conveniences £ 50
Infectione disease visits .e 35 22



INSPECTION OF FOODS

The following foodstuffs have been condemned :-

cwts. Qqrs. 1bs, DEZE
Tinned Fruit - : 5 1 17 14
Tinned vegetables ik 5 1 (0} 12 13
Tinned fish =3 s 0 (o] 13 10
\ Tinned meat S e 1 i 22 13
Meat % = 0 0 5 o
Tinned purec . . 1 (0] 21 A i
EU‘ULFE ) E] G 1 D ﬂ
Preserves o - o] 0 1
TOTAL .o 9 2 16 0
Tinned milk . 23 pints
£ pffal inspected and condemned in whole or in part :
B e e “Tattle [Cows Calves Shecep  Pigs | Horses
cluding ! - |
— Dows | R 0T 1 G S
Number killed { 170 = 39 L75 J 169 E nil
—_— e ——w A T — — — o e ——— s
Number inspected | 170 3| 3 ! yps | 169 | ni1
- ——— o —— mra s e s R— - - - | S —— - . —
diseases except } i i ; ;
Tuberculosis & Cysticerc ! I
Whole carcases condemned: - - ) 1k - -
Carcases of which some | l :
part or organ was 1 - - 8 | - -
condemned i ‘
ey i 1 SRR | [ A F— SRR
Percentage of the number' , 1
inspected affected with | l
disease other than tubej
culosis and cysticerci | « 58% - - | 1.0% = L,
e e e e | e :
Tuberculosis only : i , '
Whole carcases condemned| 3 |- - s 5 3
i e e o - = - -A--—-F-——f—-—ﬂ' e —— =
Carcases of which some ! | i
part or organ was | - - i - L =
condemned | ."_L__ el P i el
Percentage 0£ t?i;nuﬁﬁf_ i l !
inspected alffected Wi ! - ,
tuberculosis | Hed=h ¢ = B 2 i 2'55% TR
Cysticercosis [ } :
Carcases of which some i . :

part or Organ Wse
condemned

[






Water Supplies

The laying of the main to Laverton from Stanton was
completed during the year, and the unaatisfactﬂrw supply to
Laverton was discontinued.

During the year the number of gamples submitted from
the Council's supply totalled 21, and from private sources 1l7.

During the year thé number of new connections to the
mains tntal;cd 459, and of these 166 connections were made to
the Council's mains, 285 to the Cheltenham Corporation's mains,
and 8 to the Gloucester City mains.

No. of visits to supplies, mains ete. : 128

The total length of cast iron and asbestos distributor
mains owned by the Council of diameters from 2 - 9 inches is
approximately 103 miles, In addition there are ﬂpprﬂximﬂtﬂl
11z miles of galvenised, copper and asbestos pipes of betwien 3" and
2" diameter, and 21% miles of supply and pumping mains from 3 ta
6 inches in diameter.

Befuse and Salvage

Regular collections of house refuse are made throughout
the District. Weekly collections are made in the built up areas,
fortnightly in the villages, and menthly in the more remote and
Beattered areas,

The controlled method of tipping is undertaken, and
refuse is tipped at Shurdington, Snowshill, Winchcombe, Prestbury,

and Twyning.

Refuse is collected weekly in the Parishes of Bishops
Cleeve, Leckhampton, Prestbury, part Up Hatherley, and Winchcombe,
Fortnightly collectiona are made in the remaining Parishes of the
District, with the exception of Alstone, Teddington, Charlton
Abbots, Hawling, Elmstone Hardwicke, Leigh, Oxenton, Woolstone
and Twyning, which are collected monthly.

Ho. of visits to tipe etc. : 258

Vehicles, 3 Shelvoke & Drewry 16/20 cu.yd, fore and aft tippers.
1 Bedford Compressmore 18/20 cu.yd.

Year ending:

31,12,53 31,12,54 31,12,55

No. of Dwellings as ae 6,854 79379 7,826
Quantity of refuse collected 31,000 32,000 33,000 cuukE
Distance travelled by wvehicles . 32,000 34,400 36,445 miles

The cost of collection steadily mounts and it will be
seen that between December, 1953 and December, 1955, the number
of properties from which refuse is collected has increased by
nearly 1,000, involving an increased mileage of L,L45. This
together with increased costs in wages, repairs etc., is responsible
for the overall increase in costs.
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SUMMARY,

The foregoing report deals with the principal sections
but during the year there were other fields of activity such as
dangerous structures, Milk and Dairies Regulations, Street
Humbering, inspection of housing sites ete. These have entailed
many visits and inspections.

The summary of the visits apart from the maintenance
of the Council's Water Supplies or the Clerk of Works on Housing,
Water or Scwerage schemes is as follows :-

for the year -

1953 1954 1955

New Council Housing sites S 111 83 T
Temporary Housing e v 333 311 Lah
Housing Act inspections o 184 513 T9L,
Improvement Grants - i - T8 L350
Reguisitioned Properties ‘e 29 36 2
Council House Repaire .. o 207L 2856 2908
Building Byelaw Tnspectlions - 1805 2430 20352

Public Health (Muisances, Statutory
Hﬂtiﬂ-@s etec -4 " E]J-I- 291 393
Few Drainage Systems .. i LE8 247 149
Public Conveniences .. o 50 33 50
Food and Druge Acts .. = %3 2Ll 197
Tents Vans, and Sheds ete. e 265 191 305
Factories and Workshops Act i 81 T 76
Sewage Disposal S ol 677 815 761
Water Supply .. s .o 70 113 128
Refuse and salvage L oy 296 253 258
Public Rights of Vay .. ah ™ 90 89
Petroleum Acts - Bk 107 B3 107
Milk and Dairies aa e i | 20 Ll
Miscellaneous visits .. i 152 150 356
Attendance at meetings i 107 93 a5
Street Nunbering g P 186 5 b
POTAL 55 1373 9021 10512

No. of communications dispatched from the
office during the year 35 PN, £ L4191

As will be seen from the above, the year has agein
been one of increased activiiy, and I wish to thank all membere
of the Council's staff for the jood work they have done during
the year, and for the friendly and close co-operation whieh has
prevailed throughout with all departmenta.

Finally, I would like to express my thanks to the

Members of the Council for the kindness and consideration which
they have af'forded when dealing with the work of the Department,

I am, Mr. Chairman, Ladies and Gentlemen,

Your obedient Servant,

E.H. ROSSER

Chicf Banitary Inspector
and Surveyor.



