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Cheltenham Rural District Council

Annual Report of the Medical Officer of Health
for the Year 1946

To the Chairman and Members of the Cheltenham Rural District Council.

Mr. Chairman, Ladies and Gentlemen,

I beg to submit my Annual Report on the health and sanitary
circumstances of the District for 1946.

The Registrar General’s estimate of the population 18,910 is
a thousand less than that for the previous year, but owing to the
occupation of the ex-service camps at the end of the year and other
factors there is probably a slight increase rather than a decrease in
population.

The birth rate 17.9 is somewhat below that for the Country
as a whole but is an increase on the figure for the previous year and
follows the general tendency to rise in the post-war years.

The death rate 12.2 is a little in excess of the national figure
of 11.5. Explanation for these slight variations from the national
rates for both births and deaths is because of the relatively high
proportion of elderly people in the District.

The infantile mortality rate, a delicate index which may be
closely watched for the well-being of a community, is 38 deaths of
infants under one year of age, per 1,000 live births as compared with
the higher rate of 43 for the country as a whole.

The District enjoyed a freedom from acute infectious disease.
The general decline in the incidence of these diseases is due to rising
standards of personal and environmental hygiene, while direct action
against diphtheria by immunisation has reduced cases of this disease
to very small numbers,

‘T'wenty-four new cases of tuberculosis were notified, a large
numbeér, but not excessive in view of the size of the population and
the general incidence of this disease in the Country. Bad housi
and overcrowding are factors of considerable importance in the sp:ine:ﬁ
of the disease. When necessary a house should be allocated to the
Ell}' of a tuberculosis person so that he may have a separate

room.

I have the honour to be,
Mr. Chairman, Ladies and Gentlemen,
Your obedient servant,

STEPHEN KNIGHT,
Medical Officer of Health.
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FOR COMPARISON, THE BIRTH, DEATH AND INFANTILE
MORTALITY RATES OF ENGLAND AND WALES, ETC.,
ARE GIVEN BELOW.

England 126 C.B.'s 148 Smaller County Chelten-
f ham

and and Towns. 0
Wales. Great Towns. Glouces- R.D.C.
ter.
Live Births .. .. 19.1 22.2 21.3 18.9 17.9
Still Births .. .. 0.53 0.67 0.59 —_ o.
(Per 1,000 population).
Death- Bate .. .. 11.5 12.7 11.7 12.16 12.2

(Per 1,000 population).
Infantile Mortality
Rate
(Deaths of infants 43 46 37 38 38
under 1 year)
{Per 1,000 Live Births).
Deaths under 2 years
of age from
Diarrhoea and
Enteritis .. 4.4 6.1 2.8 2.5 —
(Per 1,000 Live Births).

DIPHTHERIA IMMUNISATION

It will pe noticed that although four cases of diphtheria were
notified during the year only one of these was of a child under 15 years
of age and that child had not been immunised. The remaining three
cases occurred over a period, in a hostel amongst young adults, who
had grown up before the immunisation campaign was under way.
However, although this source of infection was in our midst there
was no spread to the child population.

The importance of immunisation is shewn also by the national
figures for 1945; of the 593 children under 15 years who died from
diphtheria only 36 were reported to have been immunised and 3o
of these 36 had not been given a reinforcing dose subsequent to the
primary immunisation in infancy.

The immunity conferred by artificial immunisation is not
maintained indefinitely, so that it is desirable that a child who has
been immunised in infancy at about g months old should be given a

single reinforcing dose at the age of 4 to 5 to afford maximum protection
on entry into school.

- Three hundred and thirty-five children were given primary
immunisation during the year raising the percentage of immunised
children from 50 per cent. in 1945 to 58 per cent. in 1946, in addition
178 children received a reinforcing dose.

Immunisation is carried out at all welfare centres, in the schools,
and by arrangement by the family doctor.
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are outside the houses and there is often a standpipe serving several
houses. A shallow well inadequately protected against s
contamination is quite common. There are no larders and cooking
facilities are bad.

Usually a steep winding staircase opens on to a draughty landing
bedroom from which another bedroom opens, making privacy
impossible,

Dampness is a common and serious feature. Against these
conditions we are to set shortly the target standard of fitness published
by the sub-committee of the Central Housing Advisory Committee,
a standard which the Minister of Health intends to make legal
at an early date.

The Sub-Committee’s standard is that the dwelling should :—

(i)  be in all respects dry;

(i) be in a good state;of repair ;

(i7) have each room properly lighted and ventilated ;

(fv) have an adequate supply of wholesome water laid on for all
purposes inside the dwelling ; :

(v) be provided with efficient and adequate means of supplying
hot water for domestic purposes ;

(vi) have an internal or otherwise readily accessible water closet ;

(vii) have a fixed bath preferably in a separate room ;

(viif) be provided with a sink or sinks and with suitable arrangements
for the disposal of waste water ;

(ix) be provided with facilities for domestic washing including a
copper, preferably in a separate room ;

(x)  have a proper drainage system ;

(i) be provided with adequate points for artificial lighting in each
room ;

(x1) be provided with adequate facilities for heating each habitable
room ;

(x111) have satisfactory facilities for preparing and cooking food;

(xiv) have a well-ventilated larder or food store ;

(xv) have a proper provision for the storage of fuel;

(xwi) have a satisfactory surfaced path to outbuildings and convenient
access from a * street” to the backdoor.
(Application varying as to where the public services are available).

It is likely, therefore, that the number of houses in
five will increase. Reconditioning of houses under the Housing
(Rural Workers) Acts is in abeyance.

Reconditioning does not require nearly so much material as a new
house and the labour to do the job is usually available in the village,
but unless assistance from the Government is resumed little re-
conditioning will be attempted.

Reconditioning, even to the target standard of Central Housing
Advisory Committee, is practicable in the case of many of our unfit
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3. Chargrove Grounds, Shurdington.

The huts are mostly Nissens, decayed and worn out: however,
there are some timber and concrete buildings to which alterations are
being carried out in accordance with paras. 3 and 4 of the Circular,
temporary dwellings with a life of ten years.

Water is obtained from the ablution blocks, and the lavatories
are of the battery types, partitions were erected to separate male from
female.

4. Witcombe Grounds. "

A portion of the camp was vacated by the War Agricultural
Executive Committee under pressure exerted by the R.A.F. Authorities
to provide accommodation for 23 families transferred from the R.A.F.
Camp at Bamfurlong, Staverton.

The buildings on this site are of varied construction such as
brick, plasterboard, felt and corrugated iron. The essential services
were maintained and most of the buildings are equipped with their own
water closets and water supply.

Conversion works to the better buildings are being carried out
in accordance with para. 6 (five years) of the Circular. _

WATER SUPPLY AND SEWERAGE

The water supply in the area supplied by the Council has been
satisfactory both in quantity and quality.

Small local springs at Teddington and Bushcomb Lane were
found to be unsatisfactory. Works are approved at both places to
link up with the area water scheme and so disconnect these small
local sources.

All the Council’'s water supplies are chlorinated. Sixty-seven
samples were taken of public and private water supplies and submitted
to the Public Analyst. Reports on those of Council supplies were
satisfactory except in the instances mentioned above where appropriate
action was taken.

Seventeen samples from the Council’s various sewerage works
also were submitted for analyses.

Difficulties in the supply of materials, labour and rising costs
as well as the emphasis on building new houses have restricted progress
in the water and sewerage schemes which have been approved in
principle by the Council.

WATER SUPPLIES i e
C  Badgeworth 4,000 yards of main to connect main at £
Bentham to main at Air Balloon .. b ' 4,350
C  Great Witcombe. Small length of Water main to
Little Witcombe Joo

C  Great Witcombe. Extension of Gloucester Corpor-
ation main to Great Witcombe 5 i = 2,200
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Sewerage—continued

€ W QOO0 NOaac acytl (o

water mains

Great Witcomb. Connection to Glos. R.D. sewer at
Brockworth ok .o .
Hawling. New Works and Sewers .

Leigh. Scheme for Parish

Prestbur]r Modernising of ﬁxmtmg works or con-
nection to Brockhampton works

Snowshill. Scheme for sewerage .. o
Southam. Connection to Brockhampton Works ..
Stanway. New Sewers and Works .

Stoke Orchard. New Sewers and Works .

Sudeley. New Sewers and Works for Charlton
Abbotts .. =4 2
Swindon. Cunnectiun to Bmckhamtpan
Toddington. Sewers and New Works

Teddington. Sewers and New Works

Twyning. Sewers and New Works. .

Uckington. Sewers and New Works i

Up Hatherley. Connection to Cheltenham Cor-
poration sewer ..

Winchcomb. Sewers f-::.-r Gr:et, storm Water tanks
at existing works .
Woodmancote. Connection to Bmckhaml}tun

A Schemes already completed.
C Schemes not yet completed.

Particulars of the number of dwelling houses s F

a. direct into the houses. b. b}r means o

Estimated
Cost

£

1,850
2,500
1,000

10,000
2,700
2,700
7,600

1,200

1,200
4,050
4,650
2,500
14,475
3,500

3,050

8,200
6,800

B Schemes under construction.

plied from
standpipes.

Number of houses supplied

Number by water mains.
Parish of houses a. direct to &. by means
the houses of standpipes
Alderton.. .. 136 119 7
Ashchurch [mcludes Aston Cmﬁs
Aston-on-Carrant, Fldd.mgtnn
and Pamington) : 170 133 !
Badgeworth (includes Bentham
and The Reddings) 319 170 20
Bishop’s Cleeve .. . 396 377 3
Boddington (includes Hayden} 73 70 =
*Buckland (includes Lavertﬂn] ik 68 6o 8
Coberley.. .. s 75 — 7
*Cowley (mcludcs Blrdhp) i g6 49 -
Deerhurst (includes Apper]ﬁjr and
Walton Hill) .. 197 74 11
*Dumbleton (includes Great Wash-
bourne and Little Washbourne) 263 255 = 5















