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To the . . .
Chairman and Councillors of
the Cheltenham Rural District

Council. . . .

Gentlemen,
As Medical Officer of Health I have pleasure
in submitting to you my Awnnual Report on the

sanitary conditions of the District.

Together with the Report are furnished the
Statistical Tables, &c., required by the Local

Government Board.
B —r S
REPORT.

Following a year when the average sickness-rate
and death-rate were exceptionally low, the death-rate
for the year past contrasts a little unfavorably. Al-
though higher than the average for the last ten years,
yet when compared with the average in the Hural
Districts of England and Wales, a death-rate of -!-4;3-
per 1,000 of the population living, is still happily a low
one. This is calculated. on an average population
estimated at 4,680.
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The increased death-rate i1s in no way due to any
preventable causes. The deaths have been mainly
among old people, nearly a half of the total number
being over 65 years of age.

There has been no special influence noticeable as
affecting the death-rate, nor, with the exception of
Measles, which disease was prevalent at the com-
mencement of the year, have there been any epidemics
of great severity.

The birth-rate shows no marked change. During
the last ten years there has been a steady decrease in
the number of births, but the rate for the year, of 205
per 1,000 of the population living, is only slightly below
the average for the last ten years.

The Infantile Mortality is subject to great varia-
tions., It has been as high as 120 per 1,000 births
registered, and as low as 20 per 1,000. The average
for the last 10 years i1s 80 per 1000.  During the last
year the rate was 52 per 1000 births registered.

The estimated population for the District to the
middle of the year 1s 4,680, an estimate which 1s prob-
ably inaccurate owing to the somewhat increased
number of inhabited buildings. At the last census
period, the error of estimated population amounted
to nearly 400 1n excess of the actual census number.
At the next census the population is likely to prove in
excess of the estimated number. The excess of births
over deaths for the year is 30.

The deaths from Zymotic diseases although few,
have been in excess of the average for the past ten
vears. They were due mainly to Measles, a malady
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that proves frequently fatal to children owing to the
little importance attached to it in the first place by

parents. Some deaths have been attributed to
Influenza, and one was due to Diphtheria.

Two schools were closed on the instruction of the
Education Authorities for mild outbreaks of Measles
and Scarlet lFever.

The work done with regard to the special sanitary
condition of the many cowsheds in the District has
borne good fruit. Much still remains to be done. It
is difficult to judge of the effects of the experiment
made in appointing a Veterinary Surgeon to make
routine examinations of the herds of milch cows, in
the short time during which such examinations have
been made. Inanisolated District without the powers
of compensation for the destruction of tuberculous
beasts, any improvement must be due to the intelligent
and loyal co-operation of the cow keepers. So far as
happy results go, the Report furnished by Mr. Braix
gives ample tEStlITlD'I]}f

The adoption of Building Bye-laws has in nowise
proved an hindrance to building operations. Dwelling
houses of the artisan and villa type are being rapidly
erected. Difficulties still arise and will arise in the
method of sewage disposal where sewers do not exist,
but the constant efforts of the Surveyor are I believe
bearing fruit, and nuisances are less frequently occurr-
ing from this cause.

The sewerage works at Prestbury and Shurding-
ton receive careful attention, and at present prove
adequate, and are working efficiently.  Extended
sewering, 1n a water-laden District like Prestbury, must
ultimately prove of great benefit to the health of the
community.
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There is some considerable increase in the number
of dwelling houses receiving a water supply direct from
the mains in the neighbourhood of the town, but the
water supplies in the outlying villages remain much as
before. Those supplies under the control of the Council

have received proper attention both as to purity and
sufficiency.

Circulars and memoranda from the Local Govern-
ment Board concerning Unqualified Medical Practice,
Administrative Measures against Tuberculosis, and on
Closure of and Exclusion from School have been
received, and the provisions contained therein put into
operation as far as possible.

No advantage has been taken in the District of the
arrangements made to obtain bacteriological examina-
tions of specimens from cases of Diphtheria, Typhoid
Fever, and Tuberculosis. In this latter case, I think
it desirable that a bacteriological confirmation should
invariably be made.

Systematic inspections have been made by your
Officers and the routine work of the Inspector of
Nuisances has been thorough and satisfactory. There
has been no hindrance to the proper execution of the
duties from the fact of the Inspector being a part-time
Officer. A Report of the work done 1s appended.

Co—_P
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MLT AL ST ATPISERICS
SUMMARY.

Area of District in acres ... 18,401
Population at 1gor census wes 4040
Inhabited dwellings at 1go1 census ... 1,034

Average number of persons per house
at 1QoI census 4.4

Average number of persons per acre
at 1goI census I to 33 acres

Estimated population to middle of 1gog 4,680
Death-rate for 1gog ... 14.3
Average death-rate for previous 10 years 11.6
Birth-rate for 19og L ZO°E
Average birth-rate for previous 10 years 21°1

[nfant mortality per 1,000 births
registered for 1909 ... )

Average infantile mortality per 1,000 births
registered for previous 1oyears... 801
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The estimated population to the middle
of 1909 is probably some 200 below the actual
population. The correction during the
coming census will tend to the lowering of
the birth and death-rates.

The average natural increase of p{:-pula-
tion 1n the increase of births over deaths is
about 30 per annum.

Of the births registered, 57 were males
and 39 females. There were no 1llegitimate
births registered during the year.

On the estimated population, the birth-
rate was 20'5—a somewhat lower rate than
the average for the ten years, and about equal
to the rate for the last five years.

IFive children died under the age of one
year. Three of these were due to premature
birth or congenital defects, The per-
centage of infant deaths to total births is 5°2
and the infantile mortality per 1,000 births
registered is 52'0. The average for the last
ten years on the same basis amounts to 30°1
The highest for any one year during the ten
years being 120 per mille, and the lowest 20
per mille



Deaths

Death-rate

Age Incidence at
Death
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The deaths of those resident within the
District numbered 67. Of these 55 were reg-
istered 1in the District and 12 outside. '

These 67 were divided between males and
females in the proportion of 30 of the former
to 37 of the latter. Of the total, 3 were due
to accident and one to suicide.

The true death-rate, excluding deaths
from violence, and one death of an unknown
person, not of the District, and also deaths of
prematurely born children, who did not sur-
vive birth more than a few hours, is 10°2.
The death-rate from all causes and at all ages
being 14'3, 1s somewhat higher than the aver-
age for the last 10 years.

The average age at death was 42 years
for the males ard 59 for the females. Of the
total deaths, one was of a person over go
years of age, 8 were over 80, 20 over 70, and
6 over 6o.
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CAUSES OF, AND AGES AT, DEATH DURING YEAR 1909.

CAUSES OF DEATIL

All Ages Under 1
|

junder &

1 and & anl

nnder 15

15 and

under 25

25 and
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65 aned
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Dieaths
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Institn-
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Small Pox
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Whooping Congh
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Croup =
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Enteritis
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Other Septic Dsepses
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Other Tubereulous Diseases

Cancer—MalignantDisease., .

Bronehitis
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Other Diseases of Respiratory
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Aleoholism—Cirrhosis of
Liver
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Premature Birth

Dizeases and Accidents of
Parturition
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Accidents
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All other causes

ALL CAUSES

4

o =

b3

B e

b

o)

L0 LTS I T L

b
'::' |

b o 2

11

P ——

32

e e e —




[ 1

‘uonjeindod pajewnisa jo ooo'l Jad pajenoed sajey

e¥I| L9
T s G I

bl | S€
efr |49
tz1 | gt
g2l | LS
S.¢- | gt
Pzl |agh
6.2I | 09
z.F1 | 99
?oHﬂ ==
o
T I

PEL _ eI s
|

SLEEA "SAOY
ALY LY SHLYVH

4

=

W oD = <D = B

—

L]
R

OIS | JOTIT ST

puodaq | up

(O B R O E F

S0 [503] B30, Pisad
10 =GN 10

Bl 39 .m._nu.._.nE

]

SNOLLA
SLELEN]
I g
X1
SHLYH]

Ll 55 Lers] s m.om_ 96 “ ogat
: | :
O C6F F1.00 | 1.0 ) L.I1Z | oof | ofik
|
. | €€ |owz | ¢ b.oz g6 slot
L.I1| S5 fgozil 11 | g.91]| 16 olgb
oor| L¥ |Fog | ! 9.g1| Lg s9g¥
bor] 15 |o:g9'| 9 9.1 | Lg og9gt
el | FE lEgSo| & t.g1 | 9g =gt
gar | ES 1905108 6.91| 8¢ osgt
=.or| ¥: Joozr =1 | 6.92| sz1 | STg¥
€€1| z9 | 9.95| 9 | g.zz| go1 | obgt
0.0I| L5 ,0.26 | o1 § v.1z) gor | SFoS
€6 | oF logor| *I Sz | bz1 | S66F
e :.-m:uﬂla. T B
_ [ #5180 _
RO 1 g | sl | 3 an
PECBR A | daquny 000°T _hmxi._h_.._..r SBIMY[ | oqum Ay .W“m..m._.._.,, ot
| ad aquy| _u for patu
——— —— g TEe—— == uorundog
"IV.LOL SHOV HOVI0AVALAND o
FULY LV _,.:._.,.._”._: AN SHLVAQ SHIuIY

o6 I

Qo611
—66Q1
ES LT

e ——

SO0 1
Lo61
Qo6 1
061
tobr
Cob1
zob1
1061
006 T

YA X

CTLOTMISI(] HTIOHA\ 90, J—TVINY]

WNVHNILTHH)




Cancer

Phthisis

Diseases of the
Respiratory

System

Di=easez of the
Vascular

Zymotic

Systen

Dizeaszes
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Three deaths only were caused by Cancer
at the ages of 70, 72, and 73 respectively.
One occurred 1n a hill parish and two in the
vale. The percentage of deaths from Cancer
of the total number of deaths was 44, giving
a mortality rate of ‘6 per 1000 at all ages
living.

Only 3 deaths were certified as directly
due to Phthisis, and one other as being caused
by tubercular disease of the brain. The
total deaths from tubercular affections was
only 5'8 7/ of the total number of deaths
registered, which gives a mortality rate of ‘8
per mille at all ages living.

Bronchitis, Pneumonia, and other diseases
of the respiratory system accounted for 8
deaths, or a mortality rate of 1°6 per mille at
all ages living.

Included with these diseases are cases of
cerebral hemorrhage and other diseases due
to vascular degenerations. The total of 15
gives a mortality rate of 3 per mille at all ages
living.

Measles was responsible for 4 deaths,
and Diphtheria for 1. Influenza is not in-
cluded with the Zymotic diseases. Deaths
from Zymotic diseases amounted to 74 of the
total deaths, and the mortality rate for these
diseases was 1 per mille.
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Lufectious

Dhisenses

VN accimation

1907

1908

1909

1.4

Thirty-four notifications of infectious
disease were received, of which 2 were of
Erysipelas, 4 of Diphtheria, and 28 of Scarlet
Fever.  Of these, 27 Scarlet Fever cases and
3 Diphtheria cases were isolated in Hospital.
None of the Scarlet Fever cases proved fatal,
but one of the Diphtheria cases did.

IFrom the returns furnished by the
Vaccination Officer for the District, I learn
that 93 births were registered in the year.
31 certificates of successtul Vaccination were
received, 33 certificates of exemption on the
score of conscience were excepted. 4 infants
died, 2 were removed beyond the District and
22, some of whom were under 4 months, re-
mained still unvaccinated.

The increasing number of children un-
protected against Smallpox is shewn in the
following table :—

o [ v B
87 JI 57 II 2 || 3
T | TR 'i_";s el
95 ]| 55 1 34 I




Badgeworth

Cowley

-
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The parish is of 3,337 acres, lying in the
valley on more or less clay soil throughout.
The population is of 838, in 198 inhabited
buildings. It is the second parish in point of
acreage and population.

Sewage disposal by cesspools, midden-
privies, and occasional water closets. No
system of sewerage or organised drainage.

Water supply is in parts from the public
mains, 1n others from spring water, under the
control of the Council, but mainly from
shallow wells and rain water. The former
liable to surface pollution and the latter stored
in receptacles which are not readily acces-
sible for cleansing purposes.

Four deaths occurred in residents over
the age of 50. There were no deaths from
infectious maladies. Nine cases of Scarlet
IYever were notified, and one of Erysipelas.
The fever cases were all removed to Hospital.

An Agricultural parish with an acreage
of 1,898, situated on the hill. Population
269 1n 65 inhabited houses. Includes Cowley
village, Stockwell, and part of Birdlip. Water
supply from shallow wells or springs, with the
exception of the portion of Birdlip which has
a public water supply. The disposal of
sewage 1s by cesspits and middens.

Three deaths occurred in individuals over
60 years of age.

Nocases of infectious disease were notified



Cobberley

Great Witcomb
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An Agricultural parish adjoining Cowley
and like 1t situated on the Cotswolds, has an
acreage of 3,6309. Population 269 1n
inhabited houses. Includes Cobberley village,
Ullenwood, Seven Springs, Salterley, and
Upper Cobberley.

The water supply is entirely by wells
and springs, and the sewage (hapmal 1s by
cesspools, midden-privies, and W.C.’s 1n the
village itself.

Eleven deaths were registered, of which
seven were of individuals over 70 years of age,
two were of infants, and three from accident
or suicide.

Four cases of Scarlet Fever were notified
and removed to Hospital.

An Agricultural parish, situated on the
crest and slope of the Cotswolds, has an
acreage ol 042. Population 126 1in 28
inhabited houses. The water supply is from
the Birdlip water supply and from wells and
springs. There are W.C.’s, but Cesspools
and midden-privies are the chief means of
sewage disposal.

There were no deaths in the parish during
the year.

Six cases of Scarlet Fever occurred, all
of which were removed to Hospital.



Leckhampton

Prestbury

Ly

Partly Agricultural, partly Residential,
situated on the rising ground towards the
hills, adjoins the borough, and 1s in character
suburban. Has an acreage of 1289 with a
population of 358 in 74 inhabited houses.

The lower portion of the parish is sewered
to the urban mains, and has the urban water
supply. The rest of the parish is supplied
by wells amd springs and disposes of 1its
sewage In cesspools and midden- -privies.

Four deaths occurred, one of which was
by suicide.

There were no cases of infectious notifi-
able disease during the year.

Mainly residential, partly Agricultural,
situated at the foot of the hills, partly in
clay, adjoins the borough and is suburban in
character. The acreage of the parish is 1,393
with a population of 1,393 in 305 inhabited
houses. It includes the village of Prestbury
and Marle Hill. The most populated areas
are Prestbury Road, Swindon Lane, Noverton,
Coronation Road, Oakland Avenue, Shaw
Green, and New Barn Lane. The water
supply in the village and suburban parts is
from the urban water supply, elsewhere by
springs and wells. The greater part of the
parish has W.C.’s, and is efficiently sewered ;
a portion still disposes of its sewage by cess-
pools and midden-privies,



Shurdington

Staverton
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Twenty-four deaths were registered giving
a death-rate of 17 per 1,000 for the parish.

~ Of these deaths, 3 were from cancerous
disease, and 2 were from Phthisis.

Two cases only of Diphtheria were noti-

fied, both of which were removed to Hospital,
where one proved fatal.

An Agricultural parish situated in the
}'alle}'l. ﬂcreuge 1.068. Population 447 1n g4
inhabited dwellings. It includes Shurdington
village and that of Little Shurdington. There
is no public water supply beyond the village
pump. The greater part of the village is
sewered, the sewage disposal field being
within the parish itself. W.C.’sin the village
only, elsewhere sewage is disposed of in
midden-privies and cesspools.

The deaths in this parish amounted to
6, and with the exception of one, all were in
individuals over 70 years of age.

Two cases of Diphtheria occurred, one of
which was isolated in Hospital.

An Agricultural parish, lying entirely in
the valley on clay soil. Has an acreage of
1,022, Population 413 in 8g inhabited
dwellings. It includes the village of Staver-
ton, Staverton Bridge, and the Golden Valley.
The Village 1s drained by main drainage to
carry away slop water only. Sewage disposal
is by cesspools, midden-privies, and a few
W.C.’s.

‘T'he water supply is entirely by wells



Swindon

Uckington

Up-Hatherley
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Of the 4 deaths of residents, one occurred
outside the District. All were of individuals
over 8o years of age.

Seven cases of Scarlet Fever and one of
Erysipelas were notified. The Fever cases
were all isolated in Hospital,

An Agricultural parish of 730 acres.
Population 233 in 57 i1inhabited dwellings.
Water supply mainly by wells, with a publlc
supply from well and pump.

Sewage disposal by W.C.’s, midden-
privies, and cesspools.

There were g deaths of residents, giving
a death-rate for the parish of 38 per 1,000.

Of these, 5 were of young children, who
died from the after effects of Measles. One

was the result of accident, and one from
Phthisis.

No cases of notifiable infectious disease
occurred.

An Agricultural parish, lying in the valley
on clay soil, Has an acreage of 834. Popu-
lation 124 in 33 houses. Water supply from
wells,  There are stand pipes supplying
water from urban water mains. Sf,,um,gt,
disposal by cesspools and midden-privies.

One death from senile decay at g2 was the
only death registered in the parish,

‘There were no cases of infectious disecase.

An Agricultural parish, situated in the
valley. Has an acreage of 538 and a popu-
lation of 113 in 22 houses,
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Water supply from public mains.

One death only at 69 years of age was
recorded. There were no cases of infectious
malady.

Only one slaughter-house exists in the
District, and 4 bakehouses. These in the
several parishes have been under observation,

and no reports as to unsatisfactory conditions
have been made.

[n addition to routine analyses of water
supplies, other than trom the mains, to new
houses and of the various supplies under the
control of the Council, other analyses have
been made as occasion demanded. With
regard to suspected or unsafe wells, no legal
action has been necessary, but in all cases
where the supply was unsafe, a connection
with the mains has been effected.

Thirty-eight plans for new buildings have
been passed, and 27 new buildings have been
completed and received. Twelve houses have
been newly connected to sewers, and 11 W.C.’s
have been newly supplied with flushing boxes.

Thirteen earth-closets or improved privies
have been constructed.

Loans have been granted for extending
sewers and sewage disposal works. The con-
dition of existing sewers and outfall works
continues satisfactory.

Extension of mains has been effected,
new connections have been made with publie
water supply, and unfit supplies have been
abolished and proper supplies substituted.
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VETERINARY INSPECTOR’S REPORT.
(Mr. BRAIN, M.R.C.V.S)

“In making my spection of the Cows in the Cheltenham
Rural District, I visited 35 Farms, and inspected 336 Cows; 14 of
these I condemned as being tuberculous, and the owners got rid of

them.

y

Three of these were tested with Tuberculin to satisfy the

owners, and re-acted very badly.

Taken on the whole, I found the Cows good, and in good

condition ; on only two Farms were they bad.

In most cases the Cowsheds were good and the Cows kept

clean and well cared for.

I think a periodical inspection of the Cows, with the drafting

of clinically affected animals, would ensure a reasonably healthy
Herd; and if these were kept in reasonably healthy Cowsheds, it
would do away with the necessity of the drastic open-air treatment
which is now being brought forward, and which renders the carrying
on of the milk trade so unpleasant and difficult. Taken on the
whole I think the conditions under which the milk trade is carried
on in this District compares very favourably with other places; and
I found the Cowkeepers quite willing to assist me in every way in

carrying out the wishes of the Council.”
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INSPECTOR OF NUISANCES REPORT,
(Mr. E. W. MOORE,)
i Nuiaunf:tis have been reported, and in most casesabated, in connection
with :—
Draining and Testing—zo
Fouling of Water Courses and Road Side Ditches—8
Refuse Heaps and Ashpits—s.
Dirty and Dilapidated Houses—:zo
Overcrowding—1
Disinfections after Infectious Diseases—33
Wells, Water Samples taken for M.O.H.—g
Cesspits and Closet Accommodation—16
SUMMARY OF INSPECTIONS AND RE-INSPECTIONS.
(513)

Cow Sheds Inspections and Re-Inspections—1z9 {30 Farms)

Disinfections after Infectious Diseases—33

Draining and Testing ditto— 62

Wells, Water Supplies—z23

Cleaning of Houses—28

Schools, Ventilation and Closet Accommodation of ditto—11

Cesspits, Closet Accommodation, &c.— 30

Nuisances abated, Refuse Heaps—;

Water-courses—113

Routine Visits, House-to-house Inspections, &c.—139"
Co-operation and help has been readily afforded
to your Officers by the County Medical Officer, the
Clerk, Councillors of the various Parishes, the Medical
Officers of the various Districts, the Veterinary Surgeon
and Building Surveyor.
I have the honour to remain, Gentlemen,

Your obedient Servant,

]« .F. JOHNS, M.D., DRH:
March zist, 1910. i



