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SUMMARY OF GENERAL AND VITAL STATISTICS, 1953
Area of borough 5,146 acres

Census 1951, Cnrrccted Figure ... 62,823
Population Mid-year, 1953, Registrar General's 1 gg 910
Estimate e

Number of inhabited houses [ (1) structurally aeparat-:: 15,814
end 1953 (2) Flats, Hotels, Dccupletl
Shops, ete. 1,911
Rateable value £574,186
Sum represented by a penny rate £2,445

TABULAR STATEMENT OF THE MAIN VITAL STATISTICS FOR 1953
(with comparative Figures for England and Wales and other Great Towns).

el o e

e -l

o o

M. F. |Totals Rates per 1,000 Population
Live Births
Legitimate 491 | 503 | 994 160 Great Towns
Illegitimate 40 | 43 83 | Cheltenham |including London
(average)
TOTALS | 531 546 | 1077 16.27 17.0
Still Births it
Legitimate L7 5 22 25.34 248 22 &8
Illegitimate 4 2 6 Per 1,000 Total (Live & Still) Birthss
TOTALS | 21 7 28 0.42 0.43
DEATHS 382 | 460 842 12,72 12.2
Deaths of Infants
(Under 1 year of age)
Legitimate 16 15 31
Illegitimate 1 1 2
Rates per 1000 Live Births
TOTALS 17 16 33 30.64 30.8
Rates
Maternal Deaths Nil | Nil | Nil Nil per 1000
Live & Still
Births

The following points should be borne in mind when considering the

NOTE ON TABULAR STATEMENT

comparative figures given above.

The figures for births and deaths are corrected for inward and out-
ward transfers in order that the statistics may give as true a picture as

possible of local conditions.
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NOTES ON VITAL STATISTICS FOR 1953.

Population.

The Registrar’s estimate of the population of Cheltenham for mid-
vear 1953 is 66,210 which is 1150 more than the estimate for 1952. The
estimate appears to have taken into account the considerable influx of

population into the new housing estates from outside areas.
Death Rate.

The Crude Death Rate was 12.72 a very similar figure to that of
last year. The corrected Death Rate (Registrar's correction factor (.88)
was 11.2 compared with the figure of 11.4 for England and Wales and
12.2 for Boroughs and Great Towns.

Deaths from Malignant Disease of the lung numbered 20. This
compares with the figures of 27, 13 and 18 respectively for the previous
three years.

Deaths from accidents were as follows :—
Motor Vehicle Aecidents  Other Accidents

1953 9 25

1952 8 11

1951 4 15

1950 8 17
Birth Rate.

Live Births in 1953 totalled 1077 which is 36 less than the figure
for the previous vear.

The Birth Rate was 16.27 an average figure for recent years. The
Registrar now provides a correction factor for birth rates. For Chelten-
ham this factor 1s 1.03 which gives a rate of 16.75 compared with the
rate of 15.5 for England and Wales and 17 for large towns.

The number of Still births, per 1000 live and still births, was 25.34
(or 26.1 corrected) compared with 22.4 for England and Wales and 24.8
for Boroughs and Large Towns.

Infant Mortality.
There were 33 Infant Deaths in 1953 compared with 38 the previous
vear. This gives a death rate of 30.64 compared with 34.14 for 1952.
Causes of death were as follows :—

Birth Trauma &

9
Gastro Enteritis

1

Neo. Natal. 1 mth.-1 yr. Total
Atelectasis and Prematurity 13 — 13
Pneumonia 2 5 7
Congenital Deformity 3 3 6
Accidental 4 4
1

Total 20 13 33
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WATER SUPPLY OF THE BOROUGH.

The area of supply for which the Borough is responsible extends for
considerable distances beyond the Borough boundary.

The main sources of supply are four in number.

(1) The main supply is taken from the River Severn at Tewkesbury.
This water after sedimentation, filtration and treatment with chlorine, is
pumped into Reservoirs on the summit of Churchdown Hill.  From here
it is delivered into a covered reservoir at the Hewletts Works for
distribution to the town.

(2) The supply of second importance is obtained from the
Dowdeswell Reservoir which impounds the waters of the Upper Chelt
and a number of springs.

(3) The Northfield Springs which are collected into reservoirs at
the Hewletts Works.

(4) Water from a shallow well is pumped directly into Supply at
the Sandford Works.

The waters are of varying, but reasonable, hardness except for the
supply from the Sandford Well. In this case the hardness is usually
about 40 parts per 100,000 which is high for a public supply.

A full-time analyst, employed by the Cheltenham and Gloucester
Joint Water Board, 1s responsible for the treatment and purity of the
water at the Tewkesbury Works.

All supplies are chlorinated.

Samples of water from Dowdeswell Reservoir, Sandford Well and
Hewletts Reservoirs are taken by the Medical Officer of Health monthly.
These samples are examined and reported on by Mr. J. Henderson,
analyst to the Cheltenham and Gloucester Joint Water Board, who has
provided the following list which shows the number of samples examined
bacteriologically and chemically during 1953.

Bacteriological Examinations No. of Samples examined 1953
Tewkesbury
Raw River Water . = 102
Coagulated Water at Dutlet fmm Tanks 29
Cﬂagulated Water above Filters 35
Filtered Water ... 189
Chloraminated Water ... 497
852
Cheltenham
Dowdeswell Clean 12
Hewletts Reservoir 5
Northheld 19
Sandford ... 14
Swimming Pools, Sandford & Alstone 31
Miscellaneous e ! H? 27
Spa Water—Pittville 13

121
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THE MILK (SPECIAL DESIGNATION) (PASTEURISED AND STERILISED
MILK) REGULATIONS, 1949

Type of Licence Pasteurisers | Dealers | Supplementary Total
Pasteurised 3 29 2 27
Sterilised - - — —

Totals 3 22 2 27

Samples are taken fortnightly for analysis and the reports are
submitted to the Health Committee.

Very few results during 1953 failed to satisfy the standards of the
Ministry of Health.

THE PREVALENCE OF, AND CONTROL OVER,
INFECTIOUS AND OTHER DISEASES, 1953.

The following statement shows the corrected numbers of cases
notified during 1953. (Tuberculosis is dealt with separately). An
analysis of the notifications according to age and sex is set out on page 14.

Ophthalmia Neonatorum . 2
Malaria 1
Erysipelas 6
Measles ; 376
Pneumonia {all forms} G8
Poliomyelitis Paralytic ... 1
NON Paralytic 1

Puerperal Pyrexia ... 18
Scarlet Fever 87
Whooping Cough 283
Dysentry 3
Food Poisoning I
Acute Enn:L-phahtls—Infﬂctne 0
—Post Infectious 1

Meningococcal Infection =
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NOTES ON INFECTIOUS DISEASES

The year 1953 was free from any outstanding event in the matter
of infectious disease.

Measles.

Early in the year notifications of measles began to increase and there
followed an outbreak of moderate size during February and the following
few months with a trickle of cases extending into the summer.

Whooping Cough.

As the outbreak of measles subsided an outbreak of whooping cough
followed, the incidence falling mainly in the months of August and
September.

Scarlet Fever.

Eighty seven cases of Scarlet Fever were scattered fairly evenly
throughout the year. The disease was extremely mild in type and nearly
all cases were nursed at home without further incident.

Poliomyelitis.

The experience of 1953 was fortunate in respect of Poliomyelitis,
One case, abortive non paralytic in type was followed after a considerable
interval by a case which resulted in paralysis of one limb.

IMMUNISATION AGAINST DIPHTHERIA.

The number of deaths from Diphtheria throughout the Country last
yvear was only 24 (Provisional) ; less than half the deaths from the
comparatively rare disease, Tetanus.

This result has been achieved in spite of the fact that the number of
immunised children falls considerably short of the 1009, aimed at.

It was not expected that immunisation would materially reduce the
number of carriers in the population. RECI'_"I':I’ research however seems to
indicate that this may have been the case and the absence of naturally
acquired immunity which must result from this state of affairs makes it
highly important to improve the figures for children now immunised
and to maintain that state of immunity by giving “booster’” doses at
the ages of 5 and 10 years.

The Annual Return required by the Ministry of Health, which is set
out below, is intended to provide among other things an immunity index
in relation to the child population at different ages. That is, the per-
centage of children under the age of 15 who have been immunised or
re-immunised within 5 years.

It must not be assumed that the period of 5 years chosen has any-
thing peculiarly magical about it. The undoubted success of the scheme
before the introduction of re-immunisation at 5 and 10 years suggests
that in the majority of persons satisfactory initial immunisation produces
a more or less permanent resistance to the disease.
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Age at 31.12.53 | Under
1.e. born in years 1 1-4 59 10-14 | Under 15
indicated. 1953 | 1952-1949 | 1948-1944 | 1943-1939| Total

Last complete
course of injec-
tions (whether
primary  or

booster) A.1949-

1953. 42 2409 3453 2006 7910
B.1948 or earlier; — - 1164 2202 3366
C. Estimated : 7

mid-year child

population 1000 4164 10,066 15,230

Immunity Index]
100A/C 4.2 57.8 542 a3l.9

Notes on Annual Return.

It is the aim of the Health Department to induce parents to seek
immunisation for their infants as soon as they reach the age of 8 months.
The immunity index of 4.2 for the "under 1 1953" group as shown in the
table may suggest that this object is in no way attained. The figure
however requires some explanation. Under this heading are included
children born in 1953 and immunised by the end of that yvear. It was, in
fact only possible for children born in January, February or March 1953
to reach the age of 8 months and to complete a course of 2 injections at
monthly intervals by 31st December, 1953, and so to be included in the
figure of 42. Another reason for delay in completion is the increasing
demand for combined Whooping Cough and Diphtheria immunisation
where 3 injections at monthly intervals are required. The figure is,
however, disappointing and it must mean that there is usually some
delay after the age of 8 months and that at best immunisation is seldom
completed until the child is very nearly a vear old.

During 1953, 332 children did in fact receive complete courses
before reaching their first birthday but 290 of these children were born
in 1952.

The figures are adversely affected in a small way by late return of
cards from a few medical practioners. In one or two cases these cards
should have been received over a year ago.

The figures in the following table show the total number of immunisa-
tions known to have been completed during the last 5 vears :—
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Notes on Food Poisoning during 1953.
Eleven cases were notified during 1953,

There were three occasions when more than one person in a family
were effected.

Two very young children were affected with Salmonella Typhi
Murium infection of undiscovered origin.

A family of 5 were affected with a sudden onset of gastro-enteritis
suggestive of a Staphylococcal Toxin poisoning. Enquiries made at
the source of the infected food failed to bring to light any associated
cases. The outbreak was therefore presumed to have resulted from
defective food storage in the home.

In the remaining case two persons in the same family were affected
but the notifications were received so long after the event that the value
of notification was lost.

The remaining two cases were single cases. In one of these it

appeared that infection had been contracted during a holiday in France
and the other was one in which the diagnosis was doubtful.

TUBERCULOSIS.
New Cases and Mortality during 1953.
New Cases Deaths
Age Periods Non- Non-

Pulmonary | Pulmonary | Fulmonary | Pulmonary
M F M F M F M F
Under 1 year — === |- |— |— |—
1—35 years - 3 1 |— | — 1 | — | —
a—13 1 = === 0 | el
15—25 ,, 1 4 |— |— |— |— | — 1
25—-35 ,, 3 7 2 1 1 1 | — | —
35—45 ,, 5 3 | — — 2 | — | —
45—55 ,, B |— |— |— 2 | Ry (R [
55—65 2 2 —- 1 — 1 1 -
65 and upwards 1 | — 1 1 = e
TOTALS | 21 19 4 3 6 5 2 1

Death Rates.

The Tuberculosis death rates for Cheltenham during 1953 were as

follows:—
Pulmonary Tuberculosis 0.166
Non Pulmonary Tuberculosis 0.045
—_— Per 1,000
Total 0.211 b of
—_— Population
Comparative | Great Towns average Total 0.24
Figures England and Wales Total 0.20  j
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REGISTRATION AND INSPECTION OF NURSING HOMES.
SECTIONS 187-194. PUBLIC HEALTH ACT 1938,

At the commencement of 1953 there were 13 Nursing Homes on the
Register.

One Nursing Home moved to more commodious and convenient
premises so that a new registration was involved but the same name was
retained. Otherwise there were no additions or removals during the year.

The total number of beds available at the end of the year was 108
classified as follows :(—

Number of | Number of Beds provided for
Homes
Maternity | Others | Totals
Homes First Registered
during the year. 1 — 14 14
Homes on the Register at
the end of the year, 13 14 94 108

Private Nursing Homes in Cheltenham still provide a most valuable
addition to the accommodation available for sick persons.

Many of the homes provide mainly for old persons and help in no
small way to solve a problem which yearly becomes more difficult.

Visits were paid to all Nursing Homes on two or more occasions
during the year.

REMOVAL TO SUITAELE PREMISES OF PERSONS IN NEED OF
CARE AND ATTENTION.
(National Assistance Act 1948 Section 47 and Amendment Aect 1951).

The circumstances of a number of persons were investigated during
1953 and it was found necessary in one case to make use of the emergency
measures provided in the Amendment Act of 1951. This was the case
of an elderly female living in a caravan who was suffering from a chronic
illness and who was living alone under conditions which made it quite
impossible to provide proper assistance by way of the home help or nursing
services. She had refused the offer of Hospital accommodation and was
reduced to a condition of serious neglect and semi-starvation. A
Magistrates Order was secured for her removal and once in hospital she
was grateful for the intervention which had secured her admission.

The shortage of hospital beds for elderly persons has resulted in
several calls being made on the Medical Officer of Health from private
practioners to use his influence to secure admission. Magistrates or
Court Orders should obviously be reserved for cases where neglect is
associated with refusal to accept the offer of a bed but the sorting of
cases in urgent need of hospitalisation so that the most urgent case
secures the only vacant bed is a matter of much difficulty.
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TABLE 11
A. Return of Defects found by Medical Inspection during the year.
Periodic Inspections Special Inspections.
Number of Defects Number of Defects
Defect or Disease
Requiring Requiring
Requiring | Observation| Requiring | Observation
Treatment but not Treatment but not
Treatment Treatment
Skin ... 76 26 40 B
Eyes
(a) Vision 482 23 20 2
(b) Squint 60 b & 2
(c) Other 85 11 75 7
Ears
{a) Hearing : 13 68 4 28
(b) Otitis Media . 11 a2 3 13
{c) Other 33 5 111 7
Nose or Throat 59 385 124 251
Speech 11 10 15 15
Cervical Glands 3 348 8 175
Heart and Circulation 3 56 2z G5
Lungs 15 142 10 112
D-:w:l::-pmental |
(a) Hernia (] 11 — 8
(b) Other 13 41 5 10
Orthopaedic
(a) Posture 52 43 27 24
(b) Flat Foot ... 132 31 48 8
(c) Other 113 83 60 45
Nervous System
(a) Epilepsy 6 3 2 1 |
(b} Other 2 G 5 2
Psychological
ja) Development... 3 26 4 18
(b) Sta'hlht}r 7 7 13 17
Other ... 44 111 93 125

B. Classification of the General Condition of Pupils inspected during
the year in the Age Groups 4

I
A E. . X
Pupils (Goad) (Fair) (Poor) i
Age Groops Inspected #

No. B No, A No. e

Entrants .. o 1140 312 | 274 821 | 72.0 7 06 |
Second Age Lruup 1626 537 | 33.0 | 1085 | 66.7 4 0.3 |8
Third Age Group 979 505 | 51.6 472 | 48.2 2 02 I8
Other Periodic 5
Inspections e 811 208 | 25.6 600 | 74.0 3 0.4 I8
Total 4556 1562 | 34.3 | 2978 | 65.4 16 0.3 |
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Environmental Hygiene

ANNUAL REPORT OF THE CHIEF SANITARY INSPECTOR (F. R.
JEFFORD, M.B.E., F.R.Sanl, F.S.I.A) FOR THE YEAR ENDED
31st DECEMBER, 1953.

To His Worship the Mavor, the Aldermen and Councillors of the
Borough of Cheltenham.

Ladies and Gentlemen,

I herewith submit my report of the administration of the Chief
Sanitary Inspector’s Department for the year 1953, being my twentv-sixth
as an Executive Officer of this Authority.

In accordance with the instructions of the Ministries of Health,
Food, and Agriculture and Fisheries, the necessary tables and statistics
have been included in the report.

This Authority, in adopting Memorandum 3/Meat, took the early |
opportunity of seeking the assistance of the officials of the Ministry of
Food and their slanghtering contractors regarding future improvements.
Until there is full control by local authorities and slaughtering reverts
to normal practice, no appreciable improvement can be expected. The
Interdepartmental Committee on Slaughterhouses visited the Cheltenham
Abattoir, and their report on the future of these premises is awaited with
mterest,

The inhabitants of Cheltenham, realising that it is a clean town,
again requested the Council, by petition, to take action regarding the
smoke and grit pollution of the air in the vicinity of the local gas works.
In consequence, a comprehensive report was prepared for the Public
Health Committee, in which not only data accumulated by means of the
standard gauges was dealt with, but also all other factors covering air
pollution and the remedial action taken in connection with the various
industries in the Borough. A meeting of the officials of the Gas Board
and the Local Authority was arranged to take place early in 1954.

L,

With the development of housing estates, it was necessary to con-
sider the question of temporary shops and mobile traders. At the request
of the Housing Committee, a list of recommendations was drawn up,
cnvenng important matters such as the protection of food supphes ,
sanitation, water supply and the disposal of refuse. Each trader received
a copy of the recommendations and of the food byvelaws. They were |
warned that, if the conduct of their businesses was liable to expose the
public to any risk, the termination of their tenancies would be considered
by the Housing Committee. '

The subject of outdoor and peripatetic catering was brought to the
notice of this Council by my department, and has also received prominence
in the national press. It is very satisfactory to report that, in the case
in point, namely a largely attended cricket festival, the catering has, i L
recent years, been carried out with such meticulous attention to food
hygiene that 1 was able to convey, on behalf of the Council, appreciation
of their efforts to the catering contractors.
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The following tables shew the work carried out during the year :—
1. Inspections for purposes of provisions as to Health.

Number| 1 umber of

Premises on Inspec- | Written
Register | tions | Notices
(i) Factories in which Sections 1, 2, 3, 4,
and 6 are enforced h}-‘ the Local
Authority " 66 56 —
(ii) Factories not 111C1udtd in {J}I in w hth
Section 7 1s enforced by the Local

Authority o 351 234 2

(ii1) Other premises in which Section 7 is
enforced by the Local Authority ... 2 9 —-
Tatals  ..: 419 209 2

2. Cases in which Defects were found.

Particulars Found | Remedied
=
Want of Cleanliness (S.1) e
Overcrowding (5.2) : — —
Unreasonable temporaturo (5. .:1} — —
Inadequate ventilation (5.4) ... — 1
Ineffective drainage of floors (5.6) - -
sanitary Conveniences (5.7)
(a) insufficient s = - -
(b) unsuitable or defective 6 8
(¢c) not separate for sexes —— —
Other offences against the Act (not leudlng
offences relating to Outwork) — | =
Totals. 6 | <
3. Outwork—Sections 110 and 111 of the Factories Act, 1937,
No. of outworkers
in list required by Section
Sec. 110 (i) (c) 111
Nature of Work Notices
February | August Served
List List
Wearing apparel (Making, etc.) 32 36 -
Curtains and Furniture Hangings 1 1 -
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SMOKE ABATEMENT.

The main centre of Atmospheric Pollution in Cheltenham has been
the Gas Works and the object of investigation has been to ascertain the
impurities given off. To this end, three deposit gauges were situated in
this area. During the extreme cold weather when 25° of frost were
registered during the day, the gauge bowls were frozen so solid that they
had to be taken down to the boiler-room to thaw before cleansing and
replacement could take place. This was quite a hazardous job for the
Inspector working on frozen roof-tops.

The gauges were sited in order to check, not only the quantity, but
also the nature of constituents emitted, irrespective of the direction of
the wind. The first of these analyses, for approximately twelve months,
were carried out by the Gas Board. From March, 1953, until almost
the end of the vear, the contents of the deposit gauges were analysed by
the Public Analyst, Mr. Ellis. He drew attention to the high ratio of
combustible and tarry matter in comparison with the soluble and total
solids, and his observations have proved valuable to the Gas Board, who
have achieved a considerable reduction in the impurities given off.

It 1s obvious, however, that the old horizontal retort house is the
primary cause of pollution, and the substitution of wvertical for the
obsolete horizontal retorts would greatly reduce the pollution in that
part of the town.

At present, one deposit gauge has been permanently sited on the roof
of a building in the Promenade. This is intended to be used as a perm-
anent control gauge to be representative of the atmosphere of Cheltenham
as a whole. The other deposit gauge has remained on the pavilion of
the Gloucester Road schools adjacent to the Gas Works and, at the end
of 12 months, it will be possible to quote comparative figures for the
two stations.

Smoke observations have also been carried out on many laundries,
dairies and similar establishments. It has been found that there is far
less pollution from individual factories than formerly occurred. 1 feel
this 1s due, in the main, to improved fuel, in some cases to the transfer
from coal to oil burning, to the efficient use of automatic stokers and,
above all, to the resolution, by those responsible, that excessive emission
of smoke is a great and unnecessary waste of fuel that can be remedied
by appropriate measures.

HOUSING.
Slum Clearance,

Work has commenced on the area in the North Ward of Cheltenham
formed by Malvern Street, Swindon Road, Tewkesbury Road, and
Waterloo Street. All of the houses have been surveved, but the final
implementation of the Clearance Orders is awaiting the new Housing
Repairs and Rents Bill, now going through Parliament. It is to be hoped
that the standards will be lucid and factual, but the draft Bill does not
hold out a great deal of hope in this connection, including as it does such
phraseology as “‘that the house shall be deemed to be unfit as aforesaid
if and only if it is so far defective in one or some of the said matters that
it is not reasonably suitable for occupation in that condition.” It 1s
also to be hoped that terms such as these will be amended during the
passage of the Bill through Parliament and that the result will be clearer
and less ambiguous.
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The information ascertained during the survey is very illuminating.
Of the number of houses provisionally scheduled, some 229 are owner/
occupied and the owners, having invested their life-savings in these
houses, have carried out many minor works and most of the houses are in
a reasonable state of decorative repair.

Whilst in Cheltenham we have no slums, such as the rows of back-to-
back houses of the industrial areas, we have many small groups of houses
that present a peculiar problem in themselves. They have outlived
their usefulness, have been patched repeatedly and are often obstructive
from the point of view of redevelopment, but, whilst more difficult to
deal with, they are unfit for habitation and the only satisfactory method
of dealing with them will be clearance.

Demolition Orders.

During the year, 10 houses have been dealt with as individual unfit
houses not capable of being rendered fit at a reasonable cost. In some
cases specifications have been issued to render the premises fit, the owner
entering into an Undertaking with this Authority. In other cases
where, by reason of their situation and construction, it was not practicable
to draw up a specification, these were being dealt with under the Local
Government (Miscellaneous Provisions) Act, 1953 ; these were terrace
houses and could not be demolished without endangering the stability
of the adjoining properties.

Closing Orders.

Twenty-three Closing Orders were made during the year on base-
ments and four Undertakings to render the premises fit were accepted.
The full value has now been appreciated of the Regulations in respect of
underground rooms, which were brought into force last year. It is
interesting to note that, since the inception of the Housing Act, 1936,
278 premises have been the subject of Closing Orders.

Several hundred of these Orders are now in operation within the
Borough, the majority being in respect of basements, whilst others refer
to parts of dwellings. Cheltenham has an excessive number of base-
ments in comparison with most other towns ; since the War, the Public
Health Committee has dealt with an average of three to four per month.
Nevertheless, there still remains a considerable number of occupied
basements in the Borough which are below the standard, and very few
owners elect to carry out the extensive works required to bring them up
to the Regulations. A periodical inspection is made of basements
subject to Closing Orders ; occasionally some are found to be occupied
in contravention and steps are taken to ensure compliance with the Order.






Field Place Caravan Site, Cheltenham.

1953 for best residential site.

Award,

“Caravan''

Winner of All |':|'|g_§1:1n{1
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MOVEABLE DWELLINGS.

The number of licensed caravan sites in the Borough at the end of
the year was 16. One of these sites, licensed for 20 caravans, is run by
a large contractor engaged on housing schemes and is utilised entirely
for the imported labour employed on the site.

Experience has shown that personal supervision by the owner of
the site is imperative. The best run sites giving the least trouble are
those where the owner is living adjacent. The sites where personal
supervision is found to be lacking are a continual source of trouble,
especially insofar as the disposal of waste products and the collection
of refuse are concerned.

Another factor that gives rise to a great deal of trouble is the con-
struction of caravans ; many of them are inadequately insulated and
ventilated, some leak in the wet weather and yet it is extremely difficult
to insist on a reasonable standard of construction. One is forced to
the conclusion that the answer to the problem within the Borough would
be a Municipal Caravan site such as may be found in many resorts.

Reference was made in last years’ Annual Report to a scheme put
forward by a local resident for the establishment of a caravan site in an
orchard. This work was completed and a licence issued for fifteen vans,
early in the yvear. My staff worked in close co-operation with the owners
and their contractors throughout and the site is undoubtedly a model of
its kind. The orchard trees were retained as far as possible and the
caravans were arranged informally around the perimeter. Full use was
made of trees and hedges to screen the caravans and privacy was further
assisted by the use of wattle hurdles. The harmonious arrangement
of the caravans was enhanced by flower beds at various points and the
open space in the centre of the site has been put to grass.

As stated previously, the site is provided with mains water at various
points, flush W.C.'s, a drainage point to each caravan and hard standings
and paved approaches. A septic tank was constructed and, more
recently, mains electricity was laid on to each caravan. Parking facilities
were subsequently added. One standard wooden storage hut was pro-
vided to each caravan and such items as coal bunkers etc. were of uniform
construction. No other erections whatever are premitted, and the
licensee of the site exercises firm control. The result is very gratifying
and it is not surprising that the site won the “Caravan’’ residential site
Award open to all England.

Frequent inspections of all sites were carried out and steps taken
to deal with various nuisances. In particular, a scheme was put in hand
for the cleansing of Elsan closets at caravan sites by my Department, at
a weekly charge of one shilling and sixpence, and many caravan dwellers
have taken advantage of this arrangement.

OIL POLLUTION—PITTVILLE PARK.

A large quantity of oil found its way into Pittville Lake towards the
end of the year and caused great damage to the wild fowl using the Lake.

It was only with much difficulty that the R.5.P.C.A. and Corporation
employees were able to catch and cleanse some of the birds.

Subsequent investigations by this department in conjunction with
the Severn River Board resulted in a local firm being required to take
steps to prevent leakage from deisel oil storage tanks. One of these
tanks had leaked and the oil had entered a stream forming a tributary
draining into Pittville Lake.









40

FOOD SAMPLES.

227 food and drug samples were taken in accordance with the require-
ments of the Ministry of Food. Of these, 13 were adversely reported
upon by the Public Analyst.

In one case, complaints were received from a Gloucester firm that
milk supplied to them by a local producer contained from 6-109%, of
added water. Three samples of milk were accordingly taken in course
of delivery and were subsequently reported by the Analyst to contain
0.7%,, 4.39%, and 8.8%, of extraneous water respectively. Appeal to the
cow samples, taken the following day, were genuine. The milk cooler
was inspected at that time and found to be in order, though the farmer
concerned later drew attantion to a leak. Proceedings were instituted
and the Bench decided to convict ; the farmer was fined £15 and 10
guineas costs.

In the remaining cases, warning letters were sent by the Town
Clerk to the persons concerned.

On 1Ist March, the standards laid down by the Ministry of Food for
sausages were removed, and, in the following table, the number of samples
taken since this date are shown. The standard of meat content enforced
by the Ministry for a pork sausage was 65%,. It will be seen that, of the
seven samples taken, only one reached the former standard, and the
price varied from 2/6d. to 2/9d. a pound. Beef sausages maintained a
higher standard, the average meat content being 549, at an average
price of 1/111d. per pound.

DETAILS OF SAUSAGE SAMPLES TAKEN SINCE 1.3.53.

BEEF PORK
Date Price Meat Date Price Meat

Content Content

19.3.53 2/ 52.89, 19.3.53 2/6 61.8%,

19.3.53 1/104 47.3%, 20.4.53 2/7% a8.2o0

15.5.53 2/ 54.59, 26.6.53 2/7% 62.8%,

26.6.53 2/ 61.79, 26.6.53 2/8 a2.0%,

20.11.53 2/- 25. 329 24.7.53 2/9 64.59%,
20.11.53 2/9 84,899

. 15.12.53 2/7% 54.29,

ICE-CREAM

There has been a considerable increase in the number of premises
registered for the storage and sale of ice-cream. Twenty samples were
taken and the standard of the products was exceptionally high, the fat
content averaging 10.23%,. This is well in excess of the Ministry of
Food requirements.
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ICE CREAM CHEMICAL EXAMINATION

Analyst's Total
Sample  Solids Fat
No. % %
2048 36.20 5.98
2049 35.83 8.35
2050 35.16 10.31
2051 33.04 8.66
2052 36.34 10.52
2053 35.26 9.40
2054 35.70 10.06
2072 36.47 11.42
2113 37.90 12.08
2114 39.72 12.87
2115 32.86 8.37
2123 36.52 8.50
2125 33.35 11.32
2128 36.15 9.35
2165 32.67 9.25
2168 32.34 11.48
2204 36.38 10.97
2205 34.22 11.57
2216 34.83 9.08
2217 37.21 12.08

Mineral Total  Preserva-

N.F.5. Matter Sugar fives
o/ 0/
27.25 (.55 19.53 Absent
27.48 (.52 19.86 Absent
24.85 0.15 18.61 Absent
24.38 0.74 18.07 Absent
25.82 (.81 19.95 Absent
25.86 0.98 20.41 Absent
25.64 0.58 21.07 Absent
25.05 0.97 20.36 Absent
25.82 —_ 18.60 Absent
26.95 - 20.15 Absent
24 .49 —- 18.59 Absent
28.02 - 13.54 Absent
22.03 -— 948 Absent
26.82 — 14.27 Absent
23.42 - 17.39 Absent
20.86 - 16.13 Absent
25.41 - 19.02 Absent
22.68 - 16.44 Absent
23.75 - 17.07 Absent
25.13 i 17.46 Absent
FOREIGN BODIES IN FOOD
Complaints Received during 1953
Remarks

Foreign Bodies

Nut and bolt in flour
Fly in pork pie
F. & D. sample No. 37)

Hair in dried milk pow der {sco

Warning letter sent by Town
Clerk to millers.

Verbal warning given.
Remaining stock condemned.

Plastic disc in milk ...

{(zlass in milk

Cockroach in popcorn

{srub in chocolates

Metal staple in bun ...

Bottle opened by householder
and milk partly used—no action.
Milk bottled outside the Borough
—reported to Authority con-
cerned.

Reported to Authority in whose
area it was manufactured—
warning given.

Warning letter sent by Town
Clerk to manufacturers.
Warning letter sent by Town
Clerk.

The number of foreign bodies found in food continues to be high,

and as will be seen above, covers a wide range of articles,

Some of the

complaints originated in premises outside the Borough and full details
were passed to the Authorities concerned, in order that they could carry
out investigations at the respective premises.
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CARCASSES REJECTED AS TOTALLY UNFIT FOR HUMAN FOOD 1953

DISEASES Bulls | Cows |Heifers | Steers | Calves | Sheep | Pigs | Totals
pasarca—General — — — — - — 1 1
1acmia —_ —_ — - 1 1 — b
'.3 ising—General —_ — — — — 1 sis 1
pngestion—=General —_ —_ — —_ —_— 2 —_— L1
Jecomposition—General — —_ —_ - — 1 - |

Emaciation—Pathological 1 1 4 1 10 67 4 98
nteritis—Acute Gastro — — — — — — 2 2
nteritis—Acute Septic — — —_ _ —_ = (5 [
irysipelas—Acute Swine — _— = == = — G G
. — 1 s, 1 3] — 22 33
aturity —- — —_ —_ 4 — = 4
int 111 — — s — 96 = — o6
Btritis—Acute Septic — —_ 1 A = 2 1 4
astitis—Acute Septic — — = - i 3 1 4
slanosis—Generalised — — —- — 1 — — 1
pribund —_ —_ i — s 1 1 2
jeumonia—Acute Septic — - — —_ 3 13 5 21
tricarditis—Acute Septic — — _ 1 1 — 2 4
Yeritonitis—Acute Septic = 1 gt 1 1 s 10 13
faemia — - 1 1 -8 5 e 7
Pyacmia—Umbilical — — == = 11 = == 11
icaemia —_— = 2 2o = 1 3 G
Imomellosis — 1 e = — = e 1
Wine Fever —_ - — — —_ — 36 36
uberculosis—Generalised — 13 9 5 — — 2 29
iberculosis—Congenital — — = = 2 Y e 9
Oxacmia—Entero —_ — — — = 5 2 7
iacmia—FPregnancy - - —_ - — G — G
Totals 1 27 17 10 139 108 104 406
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PREVENTION OF DAMAGE BY PESTS ACT, 1949.

PART 1 —-RATS & MICE.
Rais Mice
1. Complaints Received : 307 260

2, Number of Premises Inspected :
(a) As a result of complaint
Private Dwellings .
Business Premises =
Premises under *kgreement
Local Authority Premises

(b) As routine visit or survey
Private Dwellings
Business Premises .
Premises under Ag‘reement }
Local Authority Premises

3. Number of Premises found to be infested :

Rats Mice
Private Dwellings 177 270
Business Premises : 119 180
Premises under ﬁgreement
Local Authority Premises 21 8

4, Number of Visits paid :

Rals Mice
For Inspection 1,451 2,328
For Treatment ... 2,431 1,552

5. Annual Agreements,
Number n force (1952) 34 (1953) 31
Total Value (1952) £366 (1953) £339

6. Sewer Maintenance Treatments.
Total number of Sewer Manholes in Borough

First Maintenance Treatment (March, 1953
Number of Sewer Manholes baited
Number of Sewer Manholes where baits taken
Test Bait (August, 1953).
Number of Sewer Manholes baited
Number of Sewer Manholes where baits takcn

Second Maintenance Treatment (September, 1953).
Number of Sewer Manholes baited
Number of Sewer Manholes where baits taken

PART II—-OTHER PESTS.

1. Complaints Received :
Ants/Flies Beetles  Moles  Wasps
18 4+ 5 53

2, Number of Visits Paid :

Ants[Flies Beetles  Moles Wasps
Inspection - 6 1 1
Treatment 53 207 66 91

276
113

w

2,781
642
31

447
279
29

3,779
3,083

Others
9

Others

13

Total
567

3,423

795

7,762

1,245

163
74

92
26

164

Total
129

Total
430






