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Annual Report on the Health of the
Borough of Cheltenham for the Year 1947

To His Worship the Mayor, the Aldermen and Councillors of the
Borough of Cheltenham.

Ladies and Gentlemen,
The Health of the Borough during the year 1947 was well maintained.

During the early summer the Registrar General's weekly summary
of infectious discase showed an unusually rapid increase in the numbers
of cases of Poliomyelitis reported from various parts of the country.
‘The chance that a Borough with a population of over 60,000 would
‘escape entirely was an unlikely one. Fortunately, however, the intro-
duction of the disease did not occur until the more dangerous period of
‘the year was nearing its close and Cheltenham escaped with three con-
firmed cases. In only one of these cases was the paralysis serious in
extent and in this case considerable recovery has already taken place.

Diphtheria provided a new low record figure of 4 cases all mild ones.

_ The number of deaths from Tuberculosis was 27, which, with a
larger population at risk, equalled the previous lowest figure, that for 1934.

The Infant Mortality rate of 42 compared favourably with the
general average of 47 for large towns.

- This is the last Annual Report on the Health of the Borough of
Cheltenham, which will cover a whole year worked under conditions
applicable to what may be called “The old Regime.” For this reason
it will not be out of place to record a special word of congratulation on
the excellence of their work to the Health Visitors, School Nurses, Matrons
and Staff of the Day and Residential Nurseries and the Cleru:al Staff of
the Health Department.

The important duties relating to Environmental Hygiene of the
Borough are not affected by the New Health Act and the Report of the
Chief Sanitary Inspector is included as usual. Cheltenham with the
addition of certain neighbouring areas has already been recognised as a
suitable centre for the administration of the Health Duties outlined by
the Boundary Commission for New County Boroughs.

In conclusion I should like to express to the Members of the Council,
the Infant Welfare Association and the Delancey Trustees a personal
appreciation of the kindness which has been extended to me for many
years in the direction of the Health Services of the Borough.

I am,

Your obedient Servant,
DONALD E. MORLEY,
Medical Officer of Health,
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SUMMARY OF GENERAL AND VITAL STATISTICS, 1947.
Area of borough (in acres)—S5,146.

Census 1931, Corrected Figure ... 49 418
Population Registrar General's Estimates :
Population, Mid year, 1947 ... 61,810

Number of inhabited houses (1) (structurally separate)
(Census 1931—12,272.) According to Rate Books. End 1947—14,199.
(2) Flats, Hotels, Occupied Shops, Etc. End 1947 ... 1,169,
Number of families or separate occupiers (Census 1921)—11,862.

(Census 1931)—13,211.
Rateable value £505,016. Sum represented by a penny rate £2,050.

EXTRACTS FROM VITAL STATISTICS OF THE YEAR 1947.

M. E. Totals Eate
Live Births — Legitimate 617 | 601 | 1218
' Ilegitimate 48 | 47 | 95 | Birth Rate per 1000
(Birth Rate Engd. & Wales 20.5)———|———|———| Civilian population.
Totals 665 | 648 | 1313 21.2
Still Births—Legitimate 12 18 30
s Still Birth Rate
Illegitimate 3 1 + per 1000
Live and Still Births
Totals 15 19 34 25.2
(Death Rate Death Rate per 1000
Engd.& Wales | DEATHS | 398 | 528 | 926 pnpulahgfn
12.0) 15.0
Per 1000 Total Live
Cheltenham deaths from and Still Births
Puerperal Causes 7
P el ) Cheltenham &:I'Enlhl:fgjtf
Puerperal Sepsis ... 1 0.76 0.16
Other Puerperal Causes 1 0.76 0.85
Totals 2 1.52 1.01
Rate per 1000 Live
Deaths of Infants under one year of age. ]3!;:‘:115
i N[_ = l*__ ‘_lﬂtalﬁ Cheltenham f;:?ﬁfﬂ;:i
Legitimate 28 24 52
Ilegitimate < 1 4
42 6 41
Totals 31 25 a6
Deaths from Cancer (all ages)—137.

Deaths from Measles (all ages)— 0.
Decaths from Whooping Cough (all ages)—3.
Deaths from Diarrhoea (under two years of age)—6.







Births.

The total number of births in the Borough during 1947 was 2,458,
This figure includes 74 still births.

Tne number of births ascribed to permanent residents was 1,347,
including 34 still births. This gives a birth rate of 21.2 per 1,000 live
births compared with 19.7, 19.0, 20.4, 18.6 and 17.6 for the previous
five years. It was the highest rate since 1922 when the rate was 21.8,

Illegitimate Births.

The total number of illegitimate births was 99, giving a rate of 73
per 1,000 total births. This hgure compares with rates of 114, 155,
122, 95 and 83 for the previous five years. Rates prior to the war
were 50-60.

Death Rate.

Deaths during 1947 numbered 926 giving a mortality rate for 1,000
population of 14.98, compared with 14.6 for the previous year. The rate
for England and Wales was 12. The Cheltenham figure naturally
requires correction to allow for the comparatively elderly nature of a
section of the population. The registrar, however, is unable to give an
up-to-date correction figure and he will not be able to do so until he has
the information provided by another Census.

Infant Mortality.

Fifty-six infants under one year of age died during 1947. This
gives an Infant Mortality rate of 42 compared with a rate of 47 for large
towns and 41 for the country as a whole.

Maternal Mortality.

Deaths of Mothers associated with child birth were two. This gives
a slightly higher rate than for the whole country.

WATER SUPPLY.

The purity of the water supplied by Cheltenham and the Cheltenham
and Gloucester Joint Water Board was maintained during 1947. An
adequate supply was made available in all areas covered by water mains.

Isolated houses and a few small groups of houses on the western
outskirts of the Borough are still outside the supply area and in some
cases during the dry weather of 1947 wells dried up and the houses de-
pending on them were without adequate supply for a time. In one
case the well in question was filled at intervals by the fire service. In
this case an extension of the town main to the house is nearing completion.

The Cheltenham Water Undertaking covers a wide area outside the
Borough boundary in addition to the Urban District of Charlton Kings.

Schemes for extension of the mains will provide supplies to Leck-
hampton Hill and Birdlip and an area west of the Severn lying between
Haw Bridge and Tewkesbury. These have already been approved by
the Ministry. Schemes to cover Little Shurdington, Deerhurst, Walton
and Twynning are awaiting approval.
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THE PREVALENCE OF, AND CONTROL OVER,
INFECTIOUS AND OTHER DISEASES, 1947,
The following statement shows the numbers of cases of infectious
diseases notified during the year ; the corrections in diagnosis and the

final numbers arrived at after deduction of these. Tuberculosis is dealt
with separately.

The table includes Cheltenham Borough cases only.

Cases | Diagnosis | Final
Disease Notified |Corrections|] Numbers

Scarlet Fever ... 114 6 108
Diphtheria 8 4 +
Typhoid Fever — — =
Puerperal Pyrexia 18 — 18
Pneumonia ... 44 — 44
Poliomyelitis and Polmen-::ephalltls; 5 2 3
Lrysipelas o 14 — 14
Meningococcal Menmgltls 2 —_ 2
Ophthalmia Neonatorum 1 — 1
Measles - o 1046 — 1046
Whooping Cough 192 — 192

NOTE ON INFECTIOUS DISEASE DURING 1947.

Apart from the extensive outbreak of Measles, the incidence of
infectious disease was once again very light.

Cheltenham was particularly fortunate in relation to the serious
cpidemic of the disease Poliomyelitis (including Polio-Encephalitis) com-
monly known as Infantile Paralysis, which affected the whole of England
and Wales during 1947. There were only 5 notifications of this disease in
Cheltenham. Only two of these cases suffered from paralysis and one
has almost completely recovered. In two cases the diagnosis proved
to be incorrect. Many other towns were not so fortunate and the serious
nature of this disease is brought home by the fact that scattered through-
out the country the 1947 epidemic left about 90 patients who were likely
to require treatment in an “Iron Lung"” for the rest of their lives, owing
to permanent paralysis of the respiratory muscles.

Scarlet Fever cases numbered 108 after correction of notifications ;
the disease was of a very mild type and many of the patients were nursed
at home.

Diphtheria was almost non-existent. Cases notified numbered 8,
a new low record. In 4 cases the diagnosis was not confirmed.
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Weekly Toddler Inspections.

40 meetings ; 222 attendances.
Number of individual Children attending the four centres :—
Highbury, 517 ; Bethesda, 359 ; Baker Street, 373 ; St. Marks, 378.
St. MmhaelsHa]l 383.. o : -« 2010
. Visits paid by Visitor (since Apnl lst 194'?] e LaRT

NOTE ON THE WORK.

April 1st, 1947, to March 31st, 1948,

The Committee are pleased to be able to report that the work of the
Centres continued normally during the past year. The Voluntary
Helpers have all attended with regularity and this greatly helps to make
the centres efficient ; the regular appearance of the same helpers is much
valued by the Mothers.

Dr. Brown was greatly missed during her six months absence abroad
and much welcomed on her return. The Committee appreciated the
help given by Dr. Brenda King and Dr. Synge during her absence.

Early in the year Mr. L. C. Flood was appointed Hon. Treasurer in
the place of Mr. E. W. Garland, The Committee are very grateful to
him for his help and counsel.

Two Diphtheria immunisation clinics were held at Whaddon in the
spring, when nearly 60 children completed their course of injections.

Miss Smith, a fully qualified state registered and Queen's Nurse, was
appointed by the Municipal Maternity and Child Welfare Committee to
take Miss Powell’s place at Bethesda and Miss Tatlow’s place at Whaddon,
thus releasing these Health Visitors for more urgent visiting once a week.
This arrangement has worked most satisfactorily.

Students of the Oakley Training College, while making their social
survey of Cheltenham, visited the Highbury Centre on two occasions
and showed keen interest in the work being carried on there. In addition
members of the British Red Cross Society attended the Highbury Centre
in connection with their Social Service course, and visits have also been
paid by students from Thirlestaine Court Residential Nursery.

Baker Street received a very welcome gift, of two swan rocker boats,
from Sir Eric Stuart Taylor, formerly Medical Officer to this Centre.
These toys have been much appreciated by the children and are in
constant demand.

Crants were made from the Social Activity Fund to enable eight
Mothers and their children to go to the Church Army holiday home at
Weston-super-Mare for a fortnight’s holiday. In addition one Mother
went to the Exeter Mission Convalescent Home at Exmouth, and another
Mother was allowed her fare to Brighton, for a much needed holiday with
her sister. All received real benefit.

The Committee have been greatly concerned over their position when
the National Health Service Act comes into force in July. After con-
siderable discussion an agreement has been reached with the local Health
Committee of the Gloucestershire County Council whereby it would
appear that for the time being the work will be carried on by the Chelten-
ham Welfare Association under the Divisional Area sub-committee for
Cheltenham,
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RODENT AND PEST CONTROL.

The Cheltenham Public Health Committee have in past vears realised
that rat destruction was an important phase of public administration and
when the Ministry of Food took control gave this work every encourage-
ment.  Statistics may not in themselves appear interesting, but these
notes are appended to be read in connection with Pages 44 and 45.

Complaints.—Under this heading it will be noticed that the suspen-
sion of the free service, did not appreciably affect the number of com-
plaints. The drop in the complaints received in February, March and
April, was probably due to the extreme cold and snow. The increase -
in May and September marks the period of migration to and from the
countryside.

Inspections.—These have been set out in tabular form to show the
number of inspections under the respective headings, the first two are
self explanatory, but the other items call for further comment.

The agreements signed by owners for the years 1945/6/7 show a
steady increase and these are set out hereunder. Many of these agree-
ments have been renewed year by year, which I believe is some testimony
of the satisfactory service that has been given. Experience has shown
that these agreements enable premises to be cleared and kept clear by
periodical inspections, with treatment as and when required, at irregular
periods. The costs have been carefully prepared and naturally more
than cover the expenses, thereby enabling the authority to maintain
throughout the year a permanent expert staff, which would not be the
case, if Rodent Control depended entirely on the Ministry of Agriculture’s
programme.

The 714 departmental inspections give some indication of the amount
of work necessary to keep all Local authority property reasonably clear
of infestation. It is work which calls for continuous vigilance, and
frequent treatments to prevent infestations getting out of hand. The
general position at the Public Abattoir, refuse disposal tips and the
disused destructor works, is satisfactory but there can be no “let up” if
such conditions are to be maintained. A word of praise must be extended
to the foreman and staff at the refuse disposal tips for their keenness and
zeal in maintenance generally in the day-to-day work.

Sewer Maintenance Treatment.

Cheltenham is embarrassed by a legacy of old brick sewers and
culverts constructed in the days when this town was developed in the
early part of the eighteenth century. The Local Authority are fully
aware of these conditions and the renewal of these sewers and culverts
must, of necessity await an opportune time. Meanwhile a persistent
active warfare must be maintained to keep in check the rat population
which, despite the treatments carried out on the lines indicated by the
Ministry, can only be termed a palliative. The council and the citizens
must be prepared therefore to face up to the financial burden that is
over and above the government grants.





















