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Rural District Council of Chelmsford.

REPORT

OF THE

MEDICAL OFFICER OF HEALTH.

FOR THE YEAR 1915.

Mg. CHATRMAN AND GENTLEMEN,

With the approval of the Local Government Board, the
report relating to 1915 is confined to a record of what took
place during the year.

Like other distriets the general Death-rate was higher—
the inereased number of deaths oceurred at all ages.

Inrecrious Diseases. Considering the large number
‘of troops moved into the district, the number of cases of
infectious disease was comparatively few. During 1914
Scarlet Fever was introduced by troops into Great Baddow,
and in the early part of 1915 had spread by mild unrecognised
.cases to the surrounding parishes.

The limited epidemic of Cerebro-Spinal Fever was also
-associated with the movement of troops. The original cases
oceurred among the soldiers.

Owing to the limited accommodation in the average
cottage the billeting of troops have been a constant source of
anxiety, more particularly during that part of the year when
it was the practice for the soldiers to seleet the billets.
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Although it is the duty of the Military Authorities to
advise the Medical Officer of Health when troops are coming
into the distriet, sueh information was not furnished. The
police are the legal billeting authority, and it is usual for the
officers of the Sanitary Authority to furnish a list of unsuitable
billets, but such lists must necessarily be incomplete as most
houses are unsuitable owing to the large rumber of inmates. I
am afraid the police have not always made enquiries as to the
number already in occupation, possibly due to the short notice
given by the Military.

The method of dealing with the sewage from the Hutments
in Vicarage Lane, Great Baddow, is primitive, inadequate, and
likely to prove a nuisance. As suggested by the Council, the
drainage from the eookhouse has been wholly diverted from the
roadside ditch, but the failure of the Military Authorities to
utilise the sewers has proved unsatisfactory and expensive,

At the request of the Education Committee, the Counecil
(during the period of the War) are to control investigations of
all infeetious diseases among school children.

As the County Counecil discontinued to give any assistance
as regards Cerebro-Spinal Fever, the District Couneil (early in
1916) made arrangements to assist medical practitioners in
making lumbar punctures and taking swabs from contacts.

Again it is my privilege to thank the Council for considera-
tion and assistance received during the year.

To Mr. Dewhirst I am indebted for particulars relating to
Water Supplies and Plans, and to Mr. Edser for assistance in
the preparation of this report.

I beg to remain, Gentlemen,

Your obedient servant,

JOHN F. MACDONALD.
CHELMSFORD,
31st March, 1916.
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VITAL STATISTICS OF THE DISTRICT.
PorunaTioN. The Registrar General has estimated the
population of the district in the middle of 1915 at 29,661,
The Birre RaTeE was 20-3 per 1,000 of the population.
DEATH-RATE. Similar to other districts, the general
death-rate shows an increase on that of former years, and

this is wade more manifest by the apparent decrease in the
population—the military being excluded.

Recently the Registrar-General has issued provisional
vital statistics for 1915, based on the population in the middle
of 1914, and on the same basis for Chelmsford Rural Distriet
the comparative figures are :—

England and Wales, crude death-rate per 1,000 of

population —o [ |
Chelmsford Rural District, ,, i » = 148
England and Wales, after making correction for age

and sex incidence = 148
Chelmsford Rural Distriet, ,, . 2 = 121

It is thus shown that the district compares favourably
with the country as a whole.

INFANTILE MorraLiTY. The following are the comparative
figures :—

Number of deaths under one year of age per 1,000

births in England and Wales, in 1915 = 110
Number of deaths under one year of age per 1,000
births in Chelmsford Rural Distriet, in 1915 = 63

WATER SUPPLIES.

WriTrLe. Owing to the number of troops in Writtle the
Couneil, with the sanctions of the Writtle Brewery Company
and the executors of the late Mr. T. Usborne, were allowed to
augment their water supply by utilising the springs supplying
the brewery.
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SUMMARY OF WORK done through the Sanitary Inspector
in the Rural Distriet of Chelmsford during the year
ending December 31st, 1915.

E Total | wrotes Resulta of
gru?;f Inspection, &c.
1. Complaints received... 15
2. Nuisances detected without cnmpla.ml:, 370
3. Nuisancesabated ... | 520
4, Nuisances remaining unabated G
5. Formal notices served wal 24T
6. Summonses taken out ] [
7. Convictions obtained Nil
8. Lodging-housea inspected. I*requenc? )
Si}f nhupe::r]r:‘aun o Nil
9, =la ter - houaes inspecte requenc
ufuﬁmpautmu i i F 17 | Quarterly
10. Bakehouses inspected. Frequeucy of Prrae
inspection ; 42 | Twice annually
11. Dairies and Mllk&hﬂps inspected.
("F u::iucy of mE%WhD%‘ : § | Quarterly
12. Cowsheds inspecte nen o
inspection 5 2 o 127 | Quarterly
i 13. No. of samples of milk taken for exam-
] ination for cleanliness, tubercle
bacilli, efc. ... il
14. Filth houses cleansed, gec. 46 Public
Health Act, 1875 el 2
15. Houses disinfected i 99
16. Overcrowding abated T
' 17. Houses erected or re-built for which
Water “hamﬁnatﬂs” were apphed 15
18. ** Certificatea™ granted ... 2 11
19. deferred ... 4
20. Paublic ’Wella total No. in District ... o4
21. New Public Wells sunk or 1mpmwed
supplies of Water afforded ]  Hil
22, Wells cleansed or repaired ... Nil
23. Wells closed ... ) NAL
24. Privies, No. in District ... 1323
25. ., No. aholished during the Fear 8
26. Pail Closets, No. in District 2719
27. Water closets, No. in District with-
out flushing cistern | 427
28. Water closets with ﬂushmg ‘cisterns | 1387
29, Privies and W.C.s repaired
W.C.s supplied with water 3
30. Water cisterns cleansed, repaired, or
covered -] HNil
31. Amimals lmpruparly kept removed ... 1
32. Samples of water taken for analysis ... 66
33. Compensation paid for destruction of
infected nedding Nil
34. Seizures of unsound meat, &e. .| Hil
==

WILLIAM EDSER
Inspector of Nuisances.
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DisTriBUTION OF INFECTIOUS DISEASES DURING THE

Year 1915.
& i 'Elf E. Eiﬁ -;g ﬁ :'.,E
; 8 | 2 |Eg | 28 |2
AR AR RE I HHEE
= E 43 =] et E E ;EE ‘% g 2 .E
S| & |2 |8 | &5 |82 2l E| =
E|B|F | 2|5 [EEEET |E|5| 2| B
Ak |la|®8 | |[&|5 s | P |all =
g ¥ {dsuﬂﬁ-ﬂimhu-
tock and Buttsbury| 7 1 54 62
East Hanmngfield ... 1 2 1 4
West Hanningfield .. fi 6
South Hanningfield - 8 10
Ingatestone and
ryerning. . il B 2 139 | +1 145
Margaretting il B 3 9
Rettendon ... 1 26 2 29
Runwell .. £l 1 12 13
Woodham Ferris ...| +4 6 1 11
%ﬂ:ﬁrd o . +1 2 3
rittle o 1 T1 74 4 82
Roxwell 1 4 5
Freat Waltham Sub-
District—
Boreham ... 2 b 34 41
Broomfield ... .| 1 1 f2 16 20
Chignall sl 18 14
DL R
rea 8 :
Little La&'hn s 4 4
Great Waltham ... 3 187 29 219
}dﬁ::llf Waltham ... {1 1 1 8 11
Pleshey 1 4 2 7
Great Baddow Sub-
Drstrict—
Dnnbuﬁy i 1 4 1 8| 1 15
Great Baddow - 18 +3 | {22 +3 13 18 62
gani-:;:;i il b g gg 2 ]923
eld ...
L?:i]:lu Baddow ... 12 1 1 5
Total .. ...|] 90 | 10 | 68 1 8 FQO 2|96| 1] 891
t One soldier included. 1 Two soldiers included.

Total among the troops being : Scarlet Fever 3, Diphtheria 5,
Enteric Fever 1, Cerebro-Spinal Fever 5, Erysipelas 1,

German Measles 1; total 16.
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