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75, SPRINGFIELD RoaDp,
CHELMSFORD
23rd July, 1962
ANNUAL REPORT, 1961

Madam Mayor, Ladies and Gentlemen,

I have the honour to present my Annual Report on the health of the
Borough for the year 1961. The report has been prepared and compiled in
accordance with the Ministry of Health Circular 1/62 of the 31st January, 1962,

There were 1,002 live births during the year, 123 more than in 1960, which
represents a Birth Rate of 20-08 per thousand of the population. For comparison
purposes the Birth Rate Figure for the whole of England and Wales over the
same period was 174,

The Infant Mortality Rate, i.e. infants dying under one year of age per
thousand live births, was 1497 compared with the figure of 214 for England
and Wales,

There were 448 deaths during the year, giving a death rate of 8:98 per
thousand of the population, the rate for England and Wales being 12-0.

During the vear a total of 27 investigations were made into applications for
housing priority on medical grounds, and were the subject of special reports
the Housing Management Committee.

There were 114 medical examinations carried out during the year on
Borough employees for the purposes of the Superannuation Scheme, toge i
with ten blood tests on employees in the Water Department whose wurk
water mains brings tin_rn nto clme assucnahun with the m'wns water aupphea.

Vaccination Certificates showed a further increase, there being 568 of
Certificates authenticated by my Department, as compared with 529 the previous
year.

During the year, 1t was necessary to utilise the powers provided
Section 47 of the National Assistance Act, to remove two old ladies to hospital
who, by reason of their senile enfeeblement were living in insanitary conditions
and required care and attention. They both quickly settled down after admission
to hospital, and agreed to remain as voluntary patients.

[ should like to thank those Chief Officers who have made available to me
some of the information appearing in this Report, and in particular my thanks
in this respect are due to Mr. R. F. Wynn, the Chief Public Health Inspector.

I should also like to take this opportunity of thanking the Chairman anc
Vice-Chairman of the Public Health Committee for the willing support anc
cacouragement which they have given me throughout the year.

[ have the honour to be,
Madam Mayor, Ladies and Gentlemen,
Your obedient Servant,
J. L. MILLER WOOD,
Medical Officer of Healt






DEATHS FROM ALL CAUS3ES, 1961

Causes of death . Males Females Total

Tuberculosis, respiratory 2 1 3
Tuberculosis, other s — okt 2
Syphilitic disease - — —
Diptheria g T g =
Whooping cuugh ; i e —
Meningococcal infections e L b —
Acute poliomyelitis ke o T e
Measles ... s _ =T = —
Other infective and parasitic diseases = — Er
Malignant neoplasm, stomach . 3 5 10
Malignant neoplasm, lung, bronchus ... 14 2 16
Malignant neoplasm, breast — 7 7
Malignant neoplasm, uterus ... — 9 9
Other malignant and lymphatic neupiasms 13 13 36
Leukamia, aleukemia ... 1 e 1
Diabetes . 1 4 6
Vascular |£.5:|un=. of ntnrm.is sjstem 16 34 60
Coronary disease angina - 33 29 82
Hypertension with heart disease 4 4 3
Oiher heart disease ... 21 22 43
Other circulatory disease & 12 20
Influenza 2 ! £l
Preumonia 11 14 36
Bronchitis 2 P 18 7 25
Other diseases of the rt.spual;orjr system ... 6 3 9
Ulcer of stomach and duodenum ... 4 2 ]
(Gastritis, enteritis and diarrhoea -— — —
Mephritis and nephrosis f— - —
Hyperplasia of prostate . 4 — 4
Fregnaney, childbirth, al:-nr:lon ; —_ —_ —
Congenital malformations e e 4 3 7
Other defined and ill-defined diseases ... 14 13 37
Motor wehicle accidents (i 2 8
All other accidents 3 2 T
Suicide 2 2 4
Homicide and nperalmns of war — — —
Totals ... = | 146 202 448

GENERAL PROVISION OF HEALTH SERVICES
PupLic HEALTH OFFICERS OF THE AUTHORITY (See Page 3).
PusLic SERVICES OPERATING IN CHELMSFORD.

Child Welfare Centres

Essex County Health Services Clinic, Coval ...
Lane, Chelmsford Thursdays, at 2 p.m.

Baptist Mission Hall, Springfield, Chelmsford ... 2nd, 4th and 5th Th
days, at 2 p.m.

St. John's Hall, Vicarage Road, Chelmsford ... Mondays, at 2 p.m.
Chelmsford Free Church, Pentland Avenue, ... 2nd and 4th Tuesdays at
Chelmsford (Woodhall Estate) 2 p.m.

Women's Institute Hall, Springfield ... Every Monday at 2 p.m.




Church Hall, Forest Drive, Chelmsford ...

Congregational Church Hall, Trent Road,
Chelmsford

Essex County Health Services Clinic, Melbourne
Avenue, Chelmsford -

Ante-Natal Clinics

Chelmsford and Essex Hospital, London Road, ...
Chelmsford

Anti-Natal and Women’s Welfare Clinic, Coval
Lane, Chelmsford

- Relaxation Classes, Friend's Meeting House,
Chelmsford

- Melbourne Avenue, Chelmsford ...
Chest Chinic

School Clinics

' Coval Lane, Chelmsford ... =
- Melbourne Avenue, Chelmsford ...

Ophthalmic Clinic
Lane, Chelmsford ...

Drental Clintics
al Lane, Chelmsford ...

Melbourne Avenue, Chelmsford ...

46 Broomfield Road, Chelmsford

Child Guidance Clinic

7

2nd and 4th Wednesdays
at 2 p.m.

2nd and 4th Thursdays at
2 p.m.

Every Friday at 2 p.m.

Tuesdays, at 2.15 p.m.

Thursdays, at 10 a.m.

Ante-Natal Relaxation Classes

Each Monday and Wed-
nesday afternoon.
(By appointment).
Alternate Tuesdays

Mondays and Wednes-
days, 10 a.m. to 12 noon

Mondays, 10 a.m.
2nd Tuesday, 10 a.m.

Tuesdays and Wednes-
days a.m. (By appoint-
ment).

Mondays, Tuesdays and
Thursdays, 9 am. to
4.30 p.m. (By Appoint-
ment).

Mondays (By Appoint-
ment) .

By Appointment.






Mrs. A. E. Oakley, 8, Rainsford Avenue, Chelmsford. Tel. 3000
Miss 8. A. Frost, 82, Avon Road, Chelmsford. Tel. 57582
Miss D. Hymas, 40, Rosebery Road, Chelmsford. Tel. 55124
Mrs E. A. Marshall, 9, Longmeads Close, Writtle. Tel. Writtle 228.
Midwives—
Miss E. M. Miller, “Les Noies,” 138, Moulsham Drive, Chelmsford.
Tel. 3816
Miss M. F. Crisp, 19, St. John's Green, Writtle. Tel. Writtle 567.
Miss D. G. Mann, 14, Pembroke Place, Chelmsford. Tel. 51387.
Miss E. V. Herring, 13, Queensland Crescent, Chelmsford. Tel. 4247.

Mrs. W. M. E. Kendall (Part-time) 28, Beach's Drive, Chelmsford.
Tel. 57333

Miss E. J. Blandford, 35, Westbourne Grove, Great Baddow.
Tel. Chelmstord 2579.

Mrs. A. W. Burrows, 1, Kirkman Road, Galleywood.
Tel. Chelmsford 71414.

AMBULANCE FACILITIES

This service is provided by the Essex County Council and operates from
Coval Lane, Chelmsford. Telephone No. 4801,

 LABORATORY SERVICES

Laboratory Services are provided at St. John's Hospital, Wood Street,
Chelmsford, and in September, 1956, the Public Health Laboratory Service
| opened a new Laboratory at the Chelmsford and Essex Hospital with Dr. R.
Pilsworth as the Medical Director.

" WaTERLOO LANE DAy NURSERY

Admission by application to the Matron.

sicaLLY Hanpicappep PErsons

As indicated in last year's report, the Essex Association for the Welfare of
the Physically Handicapped has now been established, and is operating from
80, Broomfield Road, Chelmsford (Telephone No. Chelmsford 57309), where
| application can be made by physically handicapped persons requiring assistance.

OLp PeoPLE'S WELFARE

The Rest Room in Legg Street, Chelmsford, has now been replaced by a
elfare Centre at 17, Cottage Place, Chelmsford, and is open daily from 10 a.m.
‘to 4.30 p.m. Mondays to Fridays and is available for all the “over-sixties.” The
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SwiMMING PooL, WATERLOO LaNg, CHELMSFORD

The Pool is of the unheated open type and is 145 feet long, 95 feet wide,
and its depth varies from 3 feet to 6 feet. Water for filling the pool and topping
0 18 drawn from the river Chelmer via a well type catchpit. The treatment
plant comprises chlorinator, soda ash, dosing plant and slow sand filter and the
j:lool water 15 continuously circulated with full treatment. The treatment plant
produces a water which is clear and bright, of satisfactory pH wvalue carrying
an adequate residuum of free chlorine and of excellent bacterial quality. Tests
of the pH value and residual chlorine content of the water are carried out
throughout the day and bacteriological examinations of the water are carried
out during the swimming season.

New Houses Erectep During THE YEAR Enpep 31sT DECEMBER, 1961

(1) By the Chelmsford Borough Council ... 79 (69 of which are in
the area of the Chelms-
ford Rural District).

(2) By other Local Authorities 6
(3) By other Bodies or Persons |

The following Schedule gives Statistical details of new Properties built
e the war:—

Aluminium Old Peoples’

Estate Houses Flats  Maisonettes  Bungalows  Bungalows  Toal
Bradford Street e 27 = = b 27
Swiss Avenue ... = — = — 6 6
First Avenue ... -_— —_ — —_ 10 10
Second, Third and ... 40 PN VI - £

Baker Street ... —_ 33 — — — 33
La 8 <= = =s =l 8
Melbourne Park o 1306 40 L 100 16 552
A e Farm ... 392 0 F =, 16 408
S 105 = £ £t 14 119
insford Bungalows ... _ —_ —_ — 69 69
Upper Bridge Road Site 5 T e =t
Waterhouse Lane — = e 60 — 60
\ 168 107 = - 16 291
Moodhall Extension ... 175 32 e E= 14 211
1 554 80 - — 6 640
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Register of Housing Applications
The following is a summary of applications as at 31st December, 1961:—
Grour A (Persons in Rooms) 453
Grour B (Aged Persons) ... 224
Grour C (Single Persons) ... 126
Grour D (Tied Accommodation) ... 201
Group E (Tenants) ... 448
Grour F (Slum Clearance) ... 240

————

TOTAL ... 1,692 Newt

e —

AwnaLysis oF LErTings, RE-LETTINGS, TRANSFERS AND MuTuaL EXCHANGES
FROM WEEK COMMENCING 2ZND JANUARY, 1961, uP TO AND INCLUDING
WEEx CoMMENCING 25TH DECEMBER, 1961. 1960 FIGURES ARE SHOWN

FOR COMPARISON.,
Applicants Housed New Properties
1960 1961 1960 1961
In normal turn ... 54 113 Bradford Street Flats 27 —
Eviction Orders ... 8 7 Meadgate Houses ... 19 57
Closing Orders ... 4 5 Meadgate Old
Clearance Areas ... 43 47 People’s Bungalows — 18
Other Priorities ... 37 28 —_— —
Social Services ... 9 9 46 75
Council Officials ... 13 9 Reletting due to
Termination of
Tenancies e 124 143
Totals ... 170 218 Totals ... 170 218
Transfers Effected 65 101
Mutual Exchanges—
(a) Between Council Tenants ... 23 21
(b} Between others Landlords ... 17 14

Totals ... 40 45
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REPORT OF THE CHIEF PUBLIC HEALTH INSPECTOR
FOR 1961

To the Mayor, Aldermen and Councillors
of the Chelmsford Borough Council

Madam Mayor, Ladies and Gentlemen,

I have the honour to present my annual report of the work carried out by
my department during the year 1961,

A great amount of the departments’ work during the last six years has
been devoted to Slum Clearance, demalition of individual unfit houses and repair
and reconditioning of dwelling houses. The stage has been reached where the
effects of slum clearance have become obvious to the public from three points
of view:

(1) The disappearance of old houses which were landmarks.

(2) The unsightly gaps in between properties resulting from demolitions
and delayed development of the areas concerned.

(3) The appearance of council houses, such as old people’s dwellings, in
small batches where the Council has compulsorily purchased clearance
area sites.

The vacant sites are troublesome to the department as they are generally
‘used as refuse dumps, they are unsightly, sometimes a public health nuisance
or become harbourage for vermin.

It is hoped that the town development will be speeded up in order to clear
'up these vacant spaces and to make it possible for re-development to quickly
| follow future demolitions. In Chelmsford the re-housing from clearance areas
‘has been somewhat difficult owing to so many tenants requiring accommodation
- suitable for the elderly and at one stage much concern was abound as to the
effect of uprooting these old people, but it is very satisfying to note that when

such people are moved to a modern house in accord with their needs, they are
very content.

In addition to the housing work I have already mentioned: 32 Standard
ants and 13 Discretionary Grants have been approved and have added to the
| overall improvement in housing conditions; but now, particularly as rents are not
80 restricted, surely it is time for legislation to provide that every house must
' have a bath and a hot water supply.
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PUBLIC HEALTH INSPECTION OF THE AREA

The following figures indicate the amount of inspections and work carried
out at dwelling houses. Generally these inspections are initiated by complaints,
mostly from tenants who are unable to get repairs carried out by direct approach

to their landlords.

Relations with the general public, including property owners, are good and
from year to year most of the department’s requirements are affected by persuasive
means.

InspecTiONS OF DwELLING HoOUSES DURING THE YEAR

(1) (a) Total number of dwelling houses inspected for
housing defects:—

Public Health Act ... 94)

1.

Housing Act ... = 2155 342
(b) Number of Inspections made for the purpose:—
B e L )
Housing Act e R1G10GY
(2) MNumber of dwelling houses found to be in a state so
dangerous or injurious to health as to be unfit for 8
human habitation.
(3) Number of dwelling houses (exclusive of those re-
ferred to under the preceding sub-head) found not to
be in all respects reasonably fit for human habitation:—
Public Health Act ... 59) 70
Housing Act ... 11

. REMeEpY oF DEFECTS DURING THE YEAR WITHOUT SERVICE OF FORMAL
NoTICES

Number of defective dwelling houses rendered fit in con-
sequence of informal action by the Local Authority’s
Officers:—

Public Health Act ... 71}
Housing Act ... 254

. AcTioN UNDER StaTuTORY POWERS DURING THE YEAR

Proceedings under Sections 9, 10, 16 and 17 of the Housing
Act, 1957 —

(1) Demolition orders issued
(2) Demolition orders complied with
(3) Houses closed ... _

LTS






. Inspections Made and Recorded (Cont.)

Drainage Inspections ...
Accumulations of Refuse
Keeping of Animals
Drain Tests

Refuse Tip ...

Insect Infestations
Public Conveniences
Workplaces ...
Outworkers Premises
Nuisances on land

Yards and Passages
Swimming Bath ...

Noise Nuisances

Work Carried Out

Ceilings provided or repaired ...

Floors repaired or renewed

Windows repaired or renewed

Additional underfloor ventilation provided
Flashings repaired or renewed ...

Sanitary accommodation provided

Nuisances from tents, vans and sheds abated ...

Houses provided with horizontal damp proof courses
Sash cords renewed

Roofs repaired ...

Sink wastes repaired or renewed

Firegrates repaired or renewed

House doors repaired or renewed

Internal wall plaster repaired ...

Ventilation to habitable rooms provided
Drains cleansed and repaired ...

Internal walls rendered with impervious material
Eaves Gutters and Fallpipes repaired ...

External walls repaired

W.C’s. repaired or renewed £

Soil or Vent pipes repaired or renewed
Chimneys repaired

Animal keeping nuisances abated

Houses provided with vertical damp proof courses ...

=1 v O D

fpd
LTE A = L |

LR T S TR T R

16

40
33
34
26

18

18
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CARCASES INSPECTED AND CONDEMNED

Sheep
Cows | Cartle | Calves and Pigs
Lambs
Number killed ! L ML ek 24 2,535 180 5,781 4,576
MNumber inspected ... i i 24 2,535 180 5,781 4,576
All dizeases except Tuberculosis—
Whole carcases condemned Ao 1 - - 1 4 9
Carcases of which some pln: or
organ was condemned ... = 5 328 3 1135 T64
Percentage of the number inspected
a with disease other than
tuberculosis L s (O 25.00 13.90 2.22 .06 16.89
‘Tuberculosis only—
Whole carcases condemned s — e - e 2
Carcases of which some pan; or
organ was condemned ... @ __ s — - 30
mﬁe of th.: number inspected
berculozis ... .. =4 = e — .69
5 :
Carcases of which some part or
organ was condemned .= i 16 25 == =
Carcases submitted to treatment b,'r
vefrigeration ... . e 16 L= ki
Generalised and totally condemned _— =z = - ==

The following food which has been condemned and surrendered as unfit
as been collected by the department’s van and destroyed (where salvage is

practicable) :—

3 tins pease pudding 19 tins sweet corn
189 tins ravioli 4 tins gravy salt
47 tins cream 61 tins fruit juice

140 tins meat 6 tins custard powder
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The Dairy Companies concerned are co-operating to the full and it is
hoped that a consistent high standard will be the result.

Samples Unsatis-
Taken Satisfactory factory
Ice-cream 35 i5 —
Ice-lollies 3% 21 21 —
Bakers Canfmner]r 21 21 --
Pruit Drink ... 1 1 _
Pasteurised Milk 36 36 —
Spring and Well Water ... R Dy e
Flavoured Milk 1 1 —
T.T. (pasteurised) Milk .. 23 23 . —
Sterilised Milk 1% 17 —
Cheese 2 2 —-
Ege Pie 1 1 —-
Tinned Cream 1 1 -—
Tuberculin Tested Milk T 7 —
Dessicated Coconut ... 1 1 —_
Meat Pies 25 25 —
Escallops 2 2 _—
Sweets 1 1 —
Churn Rinses 21 17 4
Milk Bottles 6 36 —
Channel Island Paa-teunsed Mllk 5 5 —
T.T. Channel Island Pasteurised Milk 7 7 —

Details of samples tested or submitted for analysis by the Public Analysts
for Chelmsford Borough during the period 1st January, 1961, to 31st December,
1961, are given below.

The 70 samples of milk contained an average of 3-839; butter fat and
) 069 solids non fat, these being well above the statutory standards.

A sample of Insh Coffee milk chocolate was not satisfactory in that the
eral inference from the label, taken as a whole, was that the chocolate
contained a substantial proportion of whisky, and this was not borne out by
analysis.

In the case of a sample of sausages, no declaration was made at the time

of sale to indicate the presence of preservative.

A portion of a white loaf of bread was found to contain discoloured stale

. A sample of Health Drink contained less vitamin "C" than the amount
“stated on the bottle.

A one pint bottle, nearly full of milk, was found to contain pupae of the
| fly species drosophila.
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Each of these cases has received thorough investigation and the traders
attention has been drawn to the unsatisfactory products.
Portions of cooked and uncooked porridge cats were found to contain
rodent excreta, but on investigation it was found that there was an infestation of
mice in the purchaser’s house.
A loaf of Nimble Delicious Brown Wheaten Bread was found to be affected
with a mould fungus neurospora sitophila. In this case legal proceedings w
instituted against the manufacturers who were fined £5 with £4 10s. 6d. costs.

Samples No

Taken Genuine Genuin
Milks : 70 70 —
Sausages and other Me.at prr:rducts 1T sk M raggis®: 1
Butter, Cheese and other fats 8 8 o —
Jams, Jellies and Marmalade 6 6 -—
Vinegar 5 5 —_
Fruit Drinks . e e 7 6 1
Soups, Sauces, Meat and F:sh Pastes 19 19 —_
Sweet confectionery 15 14 1
Ice-cream o 5 5 _—
Tinned Milks and Creams 12 12 —_
Other Miscellaneous Foods 21 16 5
Spirits 13 13 —
Medicines ... el 4 = 11 11 —

Complaints of unfit fmd mdlcate to some extent, tl'u: interest dﬂph?ed
clean food by members of the public. Each complaint is throughly investigatec
and where appropriate, action is taken in an effort to prevent recurrence of th
trouble. The following is a list of the types of complaints received during th
year :—

Complaints Cnmﬁ
No. of i

Stale dough in bread ... e Mouldy pork pies
Fly in bread 1 Metal in biscuit
Metal nut in bread 1 Insects in bottle of milk
Beetle in cake ... 1 Stale eggs
Unfit cheese 2 Unfit orange drink ... s
Unfit sweets ... 1 Nail in fruit tart
Dirty milk bottles 7 Dirty bread ... e
Nail in meat pasty 1 Unfit tin of cream i
Mouldy sausages 1 Blighted potatoes ...
Mouldy meat pie 1 Foreign body in loaf of I}read
Mouldy bread ... 1 Rodent excreta in porridge nau""
Mouldy sausage roll 1 Stone in Chelsea bun ...
Mouldy Yoghurt 1 Pharoahs ants in cake ...

Total "-I:'-
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Essex County Council Act

There are 160 premises registered for the sale of ice cream and 158 persons
registered as vendors.

Durning the year there have been 21 new wvendors and 5 new premises
registered.

The sale of ice cream within the Borough proceeds on satisfactory lines.

There are no manufacturers within the Borough and the sales are the pro-
ducts of a few well known manufacturers.

Both shops and mobile shops are greatly improved giving testimony to the
policy of educating both traders and the public.

i Factories Act, 1937

Informal notices issued 15
Informal notices complied with 21

Tables giving particulars of inspections carried out, etc., will be found on
pages 33 and 34.

Prevention of Damage by Pests Act, 1949

The Council’s free service to houscholders continues with success, the
public co-operating in reporting infestations, which means that a more efhicient
treatment 15 possible both of individual dwellings and of larger areas.

During the year 515 infested premises have been treated, involving a total
of 1,887 visits.

FACTORIES ACTS, 1937 TO 1959

Inspections
Number of
MNumber
o Woritten | Occupiers
Premises Register | Inspections notices | prosecuted

Factories in which Sections 1, 2,
3, 4 and 6 are to be enforced
Local Authorities .. palie 19 i : =

Factories not included in (1
which Section 7 is enfnr:e by
the local Authority . 219 202 15 —

Other Premises in which See-
tion 7 is enforced b th: Loeal
Authority [e:cu in out
workers’ premises) _. & ] o —

TOTAL 146 219 15 -







