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Borouab of Chelmsford.

BEENNUAL REPORT

OF THE

| Medical Officer of Health
for 1928

RICHARD H. VERCOE, B.A, M.R.CS., LR.CP, D.P.H,

Medical Officer of Health and School Medical Officer.
Medical Officer Maternity and Child Welfare.
Medical Superintendent Joint Isolation Hospital.

School Medical Inspector, Essex County Council.

INCLUDING THE

REPORT OF THE SANITARY INSPECTOR.



















DEATHS AT VARIOUS AGES DURING 1928,

[1

Under | 1 Qand | Sand | 16 and | 25 and I 45 and | 65 and | Total

. | under 2.| under 5. under15. under25. undeér45. under6s.. over. | Deaths,

al

104 226

ATH RATE. The number of deaths registered in the Borough was
Of this number 134 were deaths of persons who were not inhabitants

- addition, 20 deaths were aceepted as deaths of Chelmsford residents
ng in other districts.

oting 134 “ outward transfers” from the figure of 340, and
“ inward transfers;” the net number of deaths is 236, which agrees
figure supplied by the Registrar General. This gives a corrected
8 of 9.54 per 1,000 for the yvear 1928. This is a low death rate as
ad with that of the whole country, which is 11.7 per 1,000.

FANTILE MORTALITY. It is a satisfactory fact that out of 372
s there were only 18 deaths of infants under the age of 12 months.
an Infantile Death Rate of 48.39 per 1,000 births, as compared
.18 per 1,000 births in 1926, and 52.19 in 1927.

ence eof, and Control over, Infectious
Diseases.

The number of cases of infectious disease notified during the vear was

Scarlet Fever ... 54
Diphtheria 47
Pneumonia 14
Paratyphoid B ... 9
Puerperal Pyrexia 5
Puerperal Fever ... 4
Erysipelas E 4
Enecephalitis Lethargica 1
Cerebro-Spinal Meningitis 1
Tuberculosis (Pulmonary) ... 20
Tuberculosis (Non-Pulmonary) 9

_ 'Df the above cases the following numbers were admitted to hospital
ixeluding tuberculosis cases) :—



Scarlet Fever

Diphtheria

Pneumonia

Paratypheid B

Puerperal Fever ...

Erysipelas L

Cerebro-Spinal I-Ieumgltm
(See also Appendix on Infectious Diseases on page 13 ui th.m

The usual methods of disinfection and of dealing with contae:
been followed throughout the year. Diphtheria Antitoxin has been p:
to practitioners free of charge. b

TUBERCULOSIS. See figures in Appendix on page 13 of this 1

The Chelmsford Tuberculosis Dispensary is under the control of the |
Couneil. I

Low Attendance Certificates have been gran
respect of the undermentioned Schools du

Nurmber of
Disease. Pertod. Weeks. .
Measles ... 16th to 20th July, 1928 w1 s King's B
" . 23rd to 27th July, 1928 1 aaAdeid :
Chicken Pﬂ: 3rd to Tth December, 1928 ... 1 ... ,,
1 10th to 14th December, 1928... 1 .
EUMM.&HY :—Measles ... 2 weeks

Chicken Pox 2 weeks } King’'s Road Infants’ Sch

Sanitary Circumstances of the Distriect.

WATER SUPPLY. At the end of 1928 the new water scheme to
water from the River Cheliner at Sandford Mill was nearly completed &
is intended to supply water from this source early in 1929, iy

A new storage reservoir, treatment tanks and covered storage tan
treated water have been constructed of reinforced concrete. The w
flow by gravity to the storage reservoir, capacity 3,060,000 gallons,
delivered through u channel to the treatment tanks, 1,000,000
capacity. The treatment tanks are divided into nine compartm
water flowing alternately over and under the intermediate walls. Sulp
of alumina solution and lime water solution are added at the point of
and earbon dioxide gas is diffused in the water in the penultimate
ment. The water then flows into covered tanks for the storage of chemie:
treated water, total eapacity 500,000 gallons. B

A new pumping station has been constructed on the site of old Sa
Mill. To utilize the river power, 50 h.p. and 26 h.p. turbines have b
installed, coupled to a 12-in. by 12-in. horizontal double acting piston .:
An alternative pumping set consists of 106 h.p. Cambell crude oil '



Yoo coupled to 12-in. by 15-in. vertical treble ram pumps, and in addition
.p. Cambell erude oil engine to assist the turbines when the river flow
fecient.

. The treated water is pumped through Paterson pressure filters to the
orporation service reservoir at Longstomps, Galleywood, a distanee of
- mately 2} miles through a 12-in. rising main. Arrangements have
made for adding chlorine gas to the water both before and after

L ‘I'he apparatus for adding the lime and allumina is housed in the
ymping station, and a well-equiped laboratory has been provided, where
netant tests will be made by a resident chemist to ensure the supply of a
‘and wholesome water.

RIVERS AND STREAMS. The condition of the Chelmer and its tributaries
yich flow through Chelmsford remains much the same as in past years.

SCAVENGING. The disposal of refuse is being economically carried out
ping on the low lying land in the Recreation Ground, men being
ntly employed in covering the refuse as it is tipped daily and no
nce has in any way occurred.

The number of tons of refuse tipped during the year was 6,500, The
'k is being done by five carts and a central tip is being used.

This number also includes the scavenging of Springfield Ward, which
15 been taken over by the Corporation ; this Ward was previously worked

fﬂ'ﬂﬂD SUPPLY AND INSPECTION. For particulars under this head
erence should be made to the reports of the Sanitary and Veterinary

!immrr of Nursing Arrangements, Clinics,
Hospitals, etc.

. DisTRICT NURSING ASSOCIATION. There is one Distriet Nurse in each
the three wards of the town. In the Springfield Ward the District
undertakes midwifery cases, but the other two do not.

MIDWIVES. There are six fully qualified midwives in the Borough ;
n the North Ward, 2 in the South Ward, and 1 in the Springfield Ward.

ﬂl..m 18, &¢. The School Clinies, Ante-Natal and two Infant Welfare
ntres in the town are municipal, whilst the Tuberculosis and Venereal
inics are provided by the County Council.

~ HospPITALS are the Chelmsford and Essex General Hospital, the
sor Law Infirmary and the Isolation Hospital for Infectious Diseases.
here is also a Small-pox Hospital at Galleywood.






he  voluntary workers have continued to give their services as previously
r assistance has contributed very materially to the suceess of the
They have rendered the usual services of recording the attendances,
g the infants and providing refreshments for the mothers.

E MiLk (MOTHERS AND CHILDREN) ORDER. During the year free
been supplied for the use of necessitous mothers and their infants,

nt has been restricted to one pint daily for each family supplied.

r 90 families have been relieved.

expenditure sanctioned by the Ministry was £200 per annum.

actual amount spent during the financial year ended March 31st,
s £134 11s. 10d.

W CHELMSFORD—INFANT MORTALITY DURING THE YEAR 1998,
Nett Deaths from stated eanses at various Ages under 1 Yearof Ape,
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'CAUSES OF INFANT DEATHS .On summarising the above table, it will
sen that 6 of the 18 deaths (one-third) occurred in the first week of life
| were due to Premature Birth,
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HOUSING.

GENERAL Hovsing ConpITiONS. The number of dwelling-houses in
16 Borough is 6,036. Of these, about 4,695 may be considered working-

The population of the Borough is 23,680 (R.G. Estimate).
” w  (Census 1921) 20,761.

Mg the yvear considerable progress was made with the housing
heme on the Boarded Barns Estate.

Number of houses contracted for ... Jier 1D
= i completed and inhabited v DA

| ‘.ﬂm number of houses erected in the Borough to December 31st,
+_ was 93, by private enterprise, of which 58 may be considered
king-class houses.

'ﬁﬂm Housgs. In a town like Chelmsiord there is a large number
houses which are constantly requiring repairs if they are to be kept
ndition fit for human habitation. Owners of property of this type
) lly demur to expending large sums of money in repairs each year in
es where the property is so dilapidated that it is incapable of being put
'M of repair without some amount of reconstruction. In some
ﬂamul.lh.un is the only satisfactory remedy for this state of affairs.

t the present time there are about 50 houses in the Borough which
N _ fit for demolition. These houses are unfit for human habitation for
‘reasons. In some cases, houses are permanently damp from the fact
are built on damp sites adjoining the river. In other eases, general
on is the cause of unfitness. In a few cases the housaes are in danger
‘down from this cause. In addition to the 50 houses which need
n, there are about 300 more houses which are not entirely

y as dwellings, but which may be considered reasonably fit for
n in time of shortage, if repairs are attended to regularly.

HousING APPENDIX.
Number of new houses erected during the vear :—

(@) Total (including numbers given separately under (b) with
State assistance under Housing Acts)—

(i) By the Local Authority AR
(ii) By other bodies or persons ... s 08
Infit for dwelling houses.

pection—(1) Total number of dwelling-houses inspected for
housing defects (under Public Health or Housing Acts) ... 1,623
(2) Number of dwelling-houses which were inspected and re-
' corded under the Housing (Consolidated) Regulations, 1925 138

15
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- Factories, Workshops and Workplaces.
~INSPECTION OF FACTORIES, WORKSHOPS AND WORKPLACES,

DING INsPECTIONS MAUE BY BANITART Inarecrors on INsPPOToRS oF NUl8axcEs,

Number of
Premises.,
Inspeetions. | Writter: Notices. | Prosecutions,
(i (&]] I 1] (0]
T Wastibiop Laned v =
ndiy hun ries) i 151 — —
than Outworkers' Pramm] i 17 — --
> ToraL sl i - —

DEFEZTS FOUND IN FACTORIES, WORKSHOPS AND WOLKPLACES,

Number of celecis,
Particolars. - ST .-u_'l Nuamber
eferred to il
(1) Found. | Bemedied. H M I"'msn::ut'inns
Inspetbor,
2 2} L {5
the PHH-W ..E'utll dets: —% 1 1 =" i1
ay ufﬂmu 5 _I.'l __} = S
: " insufficient ; : -~ =
mudl.liln unsnitable or defective 1 1 = =
lwl- -nh for SENES S5 =
X ﬂundﬂ':ruud :.lr,ahum {s.101) = S = &
m relating to outwork and offences
Sections mentioned in the Schedule to the
ey of Health ;Factories and Workshops Trans-
rs Urder 1921 -
Torar ... s 13 2= | e

ding those specified in sections 2, §, 7 and 8 of the Factory and Workshop Act, 1901,
as remediable under the Public Health Acts,



















~ Bummarised, out of a total of 94 houses against which Closing Orders
were made in 1925, 1926, 1927 and 1928, there were at the time of writing
Report, 8 houses still occupied, in addition to the one case in which the

r was cancelled, 85 are closed as dwellings, 38 have been demolished,
are being used as stores and one has been converted into a lock-up shop,
-other houses have been demolished where Closing Orders had not been
8, making a total of 21 houses demolished during the year in addition to
the 29 demolished in 1927, making a total of 50 houses demolished during

The houses demolished during the year, where Closing Orders had not
n made, including the 5 Almhouses in Baddow Road which had been the
ct of several reports to you. Numbers 5 and 6, Threadneedle Street
ich wm on our schedule of houses as ' unfit for habitation” have been
lished in connection with the provision of new offices by the Essex
Council. Number 2, Meadowside, Rectory Lane, was elosed by
gement with the owner.

R

The yards entirely closed during recent years are :—

Pannell's Yard, Baddeley Square,
Griggs Yard, Angel Yard,
Hindmarsh's Yard, Brown's Yard.

Paving of Yards, Passages, &e.

_. - The paving of 40 yards and passages has either been repaired or relaid
. ::r :'| i,

" This makes for the comfort and health of the tenants by preventing, to
' ge extent, dirt and filth being carried into the houses, and is also a
investment for the property owner, tending to the preservation of his

Water Supply.

;m whole of the houses in the Borough, with the exception of a few
0 ‘houses at Galleywood, where no water mains are available, are
from the Corporation water main. A few years ago great

1on was given te the question of the storage of water in tanks which
vere often objectional, and placed in situations where they could not
e properly cleansed—sometimes within the water closet or in passages
ng to or in direct communication with the water closet, and in one or

cases in situations directly over ashpits where all kinds of refuse were
'I..'_'.!. Iw.
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Market.

I visit the Cattle Market each market day with your Veterinary

3rd, 1928. Red roan cow, suspected tuberculosis, sent out of

. market and reported to the police.

[arch Oth, o= 2 store pigs, suspected swine fever, sent out of market

. and reported to the police.

16th, & Black and white cow, suspected tubereulosis, sent out
of market and reported to the police.

23rd, 5 BRed and white cow & o s

23rd, 5 Red roan cow 5 " o

pril 27th, ,,  White steer slaughtered under the Tuberculosis Order.

ne Bth, " Alderney cow, suspected tuberculosis, dealt with under
Tuberculosis Order.

- 99th, e Blue roan cow = & %

ly 13th. = Black eow, injured in shed, sent home in float.

20th, i 14 store pigs, suspeeted swine fever, sent out of market
and reported to the police.

15t 10th, s Cow, suspected tubereulosis, sent out of market and
reported to the police.
31st, o o store pigs, suspected swine fever, sent out of market
and reported to the police.
31st, " Sow . = % 7

ept. 2Ist, Red cow, suspected tuberculosis, sent out of market
and reported to the police.
9th, . 2 bulls badly injured, sent to slaughter.
14th, 7 Red roan cow, suspected tuberculosis, sent out of
market and reported to the police.
14th, i 5 store pigs, suspected swine fever, sent out of market
and reported to the police.

Offensive Trades.

~ The offensive trades carried on in the Borough are :—
Fish friers T |

No complaint has been received and the businesses are generally well
conducted. The tanyard was closed at the end of the year. The Knacker's
'.; rd has received considerable attention throughout the year.
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Report of Veterinary Inspector, 1928

TO THE MAYOR, ALDERMEN AND COUNCILLORS OF THE
BOROUGH OF CHELMSFORD.

I have much pleasure in reporting that nothing of unusual nature has
arisen in connection with my duties as Veterinary Inspector to the Borough
during the year.

Cows and Cowsheds.

All cows and cowsheds are inspected and examined at least onece in each
two months, and samples of milk have been taken from cows and examined
whenever considered advisable.

The number of cowsheds in the Borough is 11
- .  COWS " 2 approximately - 250

i .» cows excluded from cowsheds in the Borough
during the year was ... i 22
= ,» samples of milk examined during tha year was . 74

. » cows tested with the tuberculin test during thﬂ
Vear was ... 20
5 ,»  visits paid to cowsheds dunng the year was ... 114

The Milk and Dairies (Consolidation) Act is now in foree.

Samples are taken at intervals from all cowsheds, submitted for
bacteriological examination, and in cases where they are adversely reported
on, the Veterinary Inspector of the district is required to inspect the herd.

All milk traders selling milk in the Borough, although they live outside
that area, have been required to register. This gives us a much better
control of the supply to the town.

M:ilk Retailers in the Borough from Outside.

Baylis, Jubilee Farm, Newney Green.

F. J. Carter, Gardiners Farm, Great Baddow.
A. W. Whiting, Baddow Road.

T. Chaplin & Sons, Galleywood.

R. Partridge. Patching Hall, Broomfield.

J. R. Magness & Sons, Bowers Farm.

‘W. McMillan, Boreham.

W. Westwood, Roxwall.

31






GoAT FLESH. A large number of carcases are sent to Belgium.
BoArs. A number are sent to Rotterdam.
Animals Slaughtered in the Town and seni abroad.

Horses ... 363
Boars 50
Goats 156

The horses are slanghtered at Moulsham, goats and boars at Mildmay

CoNDEMNED. Horses, 18 ; Boars, 4 ; Goats, nil.

Market.
The Corporation Market has been regularly attended on each market
and fair day, and all animals deposited or exposed for sale have been
examined.
The following is a list of all animals removed from the market during
‘the last year :—
feb. 3rd, 1928. Red roan cow, suspected tuberculosis, sent out of
market and reported to the police.
9th, o 2 store pigs, suspected swine fever, sent out of market
and reported to the police.
w  16th, e Black and white cow, suspected tuberculosis, sent out
of market and reported to the police.
23rd, & Red and white eow 7 * Fy
_ 28rd, -~ Red roan cow £ 2 >
April 27th, =~ White steer slaughtered under the Tuberculosis Order.
June 8th, 7 Alderney cow, suspected tuberculosis, dealt with under
Tubereulosis Order.
_ 20th, = Blue roan cow 3 . L
July 13th, s Black cow injured in shed, sent home in float.
20th, r 14 store pigs, suspected swine faver, sent out of market
and reported to the police.
Aug. 10th, " Cow, suspected tuberculosis, sent out of market and
reported to the police.
31st, x 5 store pigs, suspected swine fever, sent out of market
and reported to the police.
31st, = Sow . ~ E v
Sept. 2lst, " Red eow, suspected tubereulosis, sent out of market
and reported to the police.
. 2 bulls badly injured, sent to slaughter.

Dec.” 14th, % Red roan cow, suspected tuberculosis, sent out of
market and reported to the police.
14th, " O store pigs, suspected swine fevar, sent out of market

and reported %o the police.












