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ANNUAL REPORT

OF THE

Medical Officer of Health

AND

- School Medical Officer
" for 1924.

RD H. VERCOE, B.A., M.R.CS., L.R.C.P, D.P.H,

dical Superintendent Joint Isolation Hospital.

_;_3?';' losis Officer and School Medical Inspector,

Essex County Council.

INCLUDING THE

EPORTS of the SANITARY INSPECTOR and
2 VETERINARY INSPECTOR.
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Deatns AT VARIOUS AGES DUriNG 1924,

1 &
Ifnll:r 1and | 2and
1 year under 2 | undech

5and | 16 and | 25 and | 45 and | 65.and || Tot.l
under 15 onder 25under 45 unde: 65| over || Deaths

| l
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16

f |
m[z Ei?

ﬁm'm Rate. The number of deaths reglstared in the Eumugh was -
&ﬂﬁs number 66 were deaths of persons who were not inhabitants

E ‘nfdlﬁun 17 dea-.ths were acceptcd as deaths of Chelmsford residents
ring in other districts.

~ Subtracting 66 “outward transfers” from the figure of 262, and adding
inward transfers,” the net number of deaths is 213, which agrees with
e supplied by the Registrar- Ganern] This gives a corrected death-
- 9.82 per 1,000 for the y}éar :gzq. This is a low death-rate as
.d with that of the whole tountr_v. which is 12.2 per I.nm It is
; ﬂm same as that of 1923 for Chelmsfoid, which was 9.71 per 1,000,

~ InFasTiLe MorTaLiTy. It is a satisfactory fact that out of 341 births
here were only 13 deaths of infants under the age of 12 months. Another

tory feature is that of the 12 illegitimate children born, none of
children died during the first 12 mouths of life. This gives an
tile Death Rate of 38.12 per 1,000 births, which is the lowest on
ord for Chelmsford.

ence of, and Control over, Infectious
Diseases.

 The number of eases of infections disease notified was as follows :—
- "ﬂ‘;, Scarlet Fever 17, Pneumonia 9, Erysipelas 2, Paratyphoid 1,
ia Neonatorum o, Puerpem] Fever 1, Encephalitis Lethargica o,
umy&llhs 0. Of these cases the following number were
ed to Hospital :—Diphtheria 61, Scarlet Fever 13. (See also
jpendix on Infectious Diseases on Page 11 of this Report).

~ The usual methods of disinfection and of dealing with contacts have
en followed throughout the year. Diphtheria Antitoxin has been
1 to practitioners free of charge.

Tunnnc.uu:sls See figures in Appendm on page It of this RePnrt
Theé Chélmsford Tuberculosis Dispensary is under the control of the
:.f'"* anty Council.






61 out of the 67 cases were removed to Hospital.

Any cases sent into the Hospital as Diphtheria in which the clinical
igns were doubtful were not accepted for notifiication unless confirmed by
acteriological report. Of the total 95 cases sent into the Hospital from all
surces as Diphtheria, 8 were thus found to be Tonsilitis.

SWABBING.

Altogether 846 swabs were taken, mainly of school children, exclusive
f swabs taken at the Hospital.

Of these swabs 30 were from cases just before going to Hospital and
all positive.
_ From 447 close Contacts at home or school 34 positive swabs were

[ &0

From 369 children in a school with 6 Diphtheria cases 8 positive swabs
ere obtained.

It was remarkable how seldom direct home contacts gave any positive
abs, for example in one especially virulent case which was not recognised
3 Diphtheria till death after 4 days of illness at home in a salivating highly
fectious condition as shown by the pure cultures from both nose and
roat, not only did no other case occur in the house of 8 people but all the
vabs from these contacts were negative,

SCHOOLS.

- The Schools were very carefully watched and, on the whole in
oportion to numbers the distribution was lairly even and by no means
nhned to one or two schools or classes. One case in one school would
‘vsually followed by the next in a distant school with no ascertainable

Bkl
Nexion.

Of the 44 cases in elementary school children, 13 were in the Trinity
sad Boys' Department and 11 in the Girls of the same school, which
0ol however numbers nearly one-third of the total school children.
tween March 4 and April 22 there was a direct sequence of 6 cases
rring at Trinity Road Girls’ and in no other schoal,

‘These 6 cases however were not confined to any particular class
arring in fact (in date order) in classes 2, 6, 5, 5, 2, 3.

Swabbing of the class contacts both at schiool and at home continued
give rather negative results and no suspicious clinical nose or throat
gns of very definite import could be detected.
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ber of cases in Chelmsford in 1924 in proportion to population
“about equal to that in London in 1922 and more than that
while the Death ratein Chelmsford seems less than that in
the type of disease was relatively milder in Chelmsford.

alence of Diphtheria in London in 1922 evoked from the
_: Medical Officer of Health a favourable description in the
:'.nf the Schick test and immunisation against Diphtheria,
's with go,000 school children in New York and in certain
ations in this country.

test consists in the injection into the skin of a small
uid the reaction to which in 7 days enables us to say whether
susceptible to Diphtheria or not,

ptible no further action is taken, but if susceptible then
‘are given which render the individual immune for the

o fact is disclosed from these tests that in the poorer
entage of insusceptible children is as high as 8o per cent.,
class schools it was only 33 per cent. and in a rural
er cent.

number of susceptible than insusceptible subjects among

ry school children goes far to explain why more cases were
house or in one class at school.

. Schools did not adopt the Schick procedure and the
eria has in any case subsided, but the Borough of Holborn
Centres have been offering protection against Diphtheria by
and in the past three years since inception 667 children and
been tested and where necessary immunised.

urgh the Schick procedure was offered to the children under
- old in the elementary schools and 41.5 per cent. accepted and
been treated up to present date.

st works out 1t 2s, a head when large numbers are done.



Sanitary Circumstances of the District.

Water SuppLy. The present sources of supply are the same as in
past years, but the quantity is limited and it is only possible to supply water
to the Town between 6 a.m. and 10 p.m. throughout the year, although the
pumps are working all night. Every three months samples are taken from
the various supplies and forwarded to Drs. Thresh and Beale for analysi
and the reports throughout the last year have been satisfactory.

Rivers anp STtreams. The condition of the Chelmer and its tribut; 5
which flow through Chelmsford remains much the same as in past years.

Scavencing, The disposal of refuse is being economically carried out
by tipping on the low lying land in the Recreation Ground, men being
constantly employed i covering the refuse as it is tipped daily and no
nuisance has in any way occurred. :

The number of tons of refuse tipped during the year was 4,900.
work is being done by four carts and a central tip is being used.

This number also includes the scavenging of Springfield Ward, which
has been taken over by the Corporation ; this Ward was previously worked
by contract. g

Foop SvuppLy AND InspecTion. For particulars under this -
reference should be made to the reports of the Sanitary and Veterinary
Inspectors. : -

Summary of .Jursing Arrangements, Cliniecs,
Hospitals, Etc.

DistricT NursinG Associations. There is one District Nurse in each
of the three wards of the town. In the Springfield Ward the District
Nurse undertakes midwifery cases, but the other two do not.

Mipwives. There are three fully qualified midwives in the Horﬂugh
one residing in each of the three wards.

Crinics, ktc. The School Clinics and two Infant Welfare Centres
in the town are municipal, whilst the Tuberculosis and Venereal C ":f'.
are provided by the County Council,




_'Ifiﬂ_mm'rus are the Chelmsford and Essex General Hospital, the
Law Infirmary and the Isolation Hospital for Infectious Diseases.

is also a Small-pox Hospital at Galleywood.

Maternity and Child Welfare Scheme.

‘The work under this Scheme has been carried on much in the same
 as in the previous year.

" Home Visits By Hearta Visitor. Mrs. Langford continues to do
'w‘ work in visiting mothers and their infants in their homes.
e following is the record of her work during the year :—

Ante-natal visits 93
Primary or first visits ... 344
Re-visits e ces s AEOS

—

3,020

In all 3,020 visits were paid.

'he first visit follows notification of birth, and is with the object of
' tha mother on infant care, and also about her own health.

er visits are paid, varying in number and frenquency according to
irements of each case,

| addition to her work in the homes, the Health Visitor attends
‘Medical Officer of Health at the Centres. There are two Centres

thers may obtain advice about the health of their infants, these
eld at the Friends’ Meeting House and at the Orchard Street Hall.
the attendance at the Centres, the mothers appreciate them,
lance bas been well sustained at both the Centres throughout
r as follows :—

No. of No. of attendancs

infants. made,
Friends’ Meeting House .+ 368 2,437
Orchard Street Hall ... .. 268 1,989

636 4,426
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Factories, Workshops and Workplaces.

1.—INSPECTION OF FACTORIES, WORKSHOFPS AND WORKPLACES.
Ixcropise TESFECTIONS MADE BY SANITARY INSPECTORS OR INBPECTORS OF Hm.. J

Nuomber of
FPremises.
Inspectious. Written Notices,
- LW )] s [ i3
Facrories (Including Factory Lavndries) e 25 —_
Worgsaors (Including Workshop Laundries ... 162 3
WorkrLaoEs (Other than Outworkers® premises) | i1 —
ToTAL iag 190 & 3
2. —DEFECTS FOUND IN FACTORIES WORKSHOUPS, AND WOREPLACES,
Partieulars. Found, | HM,

(] 1)

—
re
—_

Nuisauces under the Public Health Adcfy:—*
Want of cleanliness g
Want of ventilation
Dvererowidi

Other nuisances ..

Gffencer under the Factory and Wo kshop Acts :—
Other offences

Want of dﬁfnlgaof floors ...

insufficient £
Sanitary accommodation lunsuitah]n or defective
not separate for gexes ...

| |~
meate=a | | =

Mlegal occupativn of underground bakehouse (s, 101)

I

(Excluding offences relating to outwork and offences under
the Sections mentioned in the Schedule to the Hinhh%
of Health (Factories and Workshops Transfer of Powers

Order, 1021.) .
Total ... = Ei 19 — —

e,

*Including those specified in sections 2, 2, 7 and 8 of the F and Workshop 1001,
g as remediable unﬁiﬂ the Pu'i:liu l'Iulth cta. Sorivey

“xtracts from Census Return, 1921
(Preface page 15). See table next page.

The average size of family has thereby been reduced from 4:38 pﬂt!ﬂhiﬁ
in 1911 to 416 persons in 1921, a drop of about 5 per cent. '

The Tables show that while, as already stated, the average size of
family has dropped by about 5 per cent., the average unit of eccupation
has decreased from 4'66 rooms per family in 1911 to 4'41 in 1921, also
a decrease of about 5 per cent., with the consequence that the amngn-?
number of occupied rooms per person in the County as a whole has
remained stationary.

The ratio of more than two persons per room was selected in the
Census Reports for 1g11 and earlier years as an approximate comparative
index figure for the purpose of measuring the prevelance and distribution
of overcrowding conditions. Since, however, that ratio has l)eencmumentaﬂ'.:
upon as though it had been propounded as an absolute standard or a
definition of overcrowding, it may be well to observe that its use in the
Census statistics implies no judgment whatever as to what in fact
constitutes overcrowding.



e — — —
2 T e ' " T TI6T -0 0. £.9 6-5F | £-42 B61 L2 &£ 80
‘motudnodo Jo sjtun snouwa uf Sniay sapjiweg Jo efmuooieg  CIE6T | 000 § 64 |64 |csz |z9r |90z |0g |zr | o4
F o i i d
— = - -— £2-1 | B80'FG e = — §OBOT |BO6'T | LOL'L oO¥L'8 | 9LA'€| 0zL | 6FF | oF | °-perdnoso swooy
2EB'E | fRE'E FLC i3 s = 110'08 = ) 918 | 090'T | OLB'S | o¥L'L | 8L6'E | 238 | Oge 08 | Fer[Iueg ayeal
: ut nonje[udog
s — — — - - — Qjooor [oce'v i | 9es |OFE'T|sRL'T| %66 |o¥ loge | o | ¢ BRI
BWALLT [BIOT,
g1 Bl = - 00 £e £E -0 & & == — - —_ — — — o J9A0 § QT
ey e a7 . £ro | gl it 0.0 e — |= = el | | prigs Gl ¥ P (1 g
T e &1 s BE0 | & BT 0-0 I = = = 1 e — —- — o
= % 98 o o |18 B 10 » =, — | g - | = L iz Bl
e uE =4 = 040 | 9L 06z 10 0% ¥ - |® 9 o AFRY et = T
09 0%% oL 01 ce.0 | 618 00¥ 80 0F 3 i B1 |4t |& — |1 — 1 =« oL
03 FIF ST et r9.0 | B1F 159 £l gL ¥ ¥ 0T |4 |ot | - - p ol |
aLg 918 i - 140 | 896 09g'r § &-f 0LT 9 9T [ |8L |68 |& — = -5 B
Lo0'T | gsg 9g Pl 9L.0 #1 | st §ios o 8 1T |6 |[sor lge |&@ - g [H At ol
962°1T | QLC 81 - 06-0 | 66F'E | 8L | 96 2o 8L |e |TIT |§18 |® |1B |¢ — it
0F3 001 o = 80-1 | EFL'Y | GpE'R § 094 6aL OF |L¢ |€1E | 268 |20T |08 |6 ST | e |
931 il - = £ | LOR'S | ge0'p | pa BIO'T §PL (08 |i8 |1i% |o12 |0 |s&g =illika Sl
= el 9% — IL4 | 955'¢ | €90' | £uE T60'T RLT "¢ |986 |69 |oO12 |89 | 1% g | f
& 0@ —_ — 0f-Z | 899't | THE'T | 50! 96L & 9 | 98T |98 [60T |es |gor | or | A
— — — — Fo-r | cEL 00z i-F 005 =gty g8 log lie liz legw o B i
‘28N AYO4SWITHAHD





































a

















































