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TO THE CHAIRMAN

OF THE
RURAL BISTRICT COUNCIL.

===

Sir,

In presenting my Bixra ANNUAL REPorT, it is necessary
to point out that a certain amount of repitition of matters dealt
with in former Reports will be found (in compliance with the
directions of the Local Government Board), on account of the

Report having to be submitted to various bodies, some of which
are unfamiliar with the Sanitary history of the District.

The total number of deaths registered for the year ending
December 31st, 1907, was 466, as compared with 397 in the
preceding year.

The deaths under one year of age amount to 73, equivalent
to 15°6 per cent. of the total deaths ; and those over 65 years of
age to 114, or 24-4 per cent, compared to 101 in the previous
}TE&]-L

It will be seen from what is stated above that the infant
mortality continues to show a very satisfactorily low rate.

The following table shews the total number of deaths for

each of the last ten years, together with the corresponding rate
per 1000 :—

Year Deaths Rate per 1000
1898 414 18

1899 394 17-1
1900 432 17-2
1901 423 17-1
1902 e 438 17-7
1903 414 16-7
1904 o 467 e 18-9
1905 399 16-1
1906 397 16-1

1907 466 18-8
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It will be noticed that the death-rate per 1000 (18-8) is
higher than it has been during the last ten years (excepting in
the year 1904,) due in a great measure, no doubt, to the high
mortality among older people in the early part of the year, during
the exceptionally severe weather which was experienced.

Births.

The total number of births registered was 657, being a
decrease of 92 as compared with the previous year. This gives
an annual birth-rate of 26:6 per 1000 of the population.

The percentage of deaths occurring under one year of age
as compared to the recorded births is 11-1

The births were distributed over the various registration
Districts as follows : Cheadle, 212 ; Alton, 83; Ipstones, 132;
and Dilhorne 230.

Of the 657 births, 328 were males, and 329 were females.

The following table shows the number of births recorded
during the last ten years, and the rate per 1000 of the
population :—

Year Births Rate per 1000
1598 743 32-3
1899 737 31-6
1900 750 30
1901 735 29-8
1902 797 323
1903 733 29-7
1904 789 319
1905 6EY 279
1906 749 303
1907 65T 266

This is the lowest birth-rate recorded during the last ten
years.

Figures to show the number of illegitimate births are nof
available for the whole District, but it is hoped that a return
will be made in next year's Report.
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Mortality from different Daiseases.

e e

Respiratory System.

The total number of deaths from diseases of the Respiratory
System was 113, compared to 72 in the previous year.

Included in this number are 48 deaths from Tuberculous
Phthisis; 31 from Pneumonia; 28 from Bronehitis; 5 from
Influenza ; and 1 from Pleurisy.

The following table shews the comparative numberof deaths
from each disease of the Respiratory System for the last seven
years :—

| 1901 | 1902 | 1908 | 1904 E 1905 1906 | 1907
) | F Moy
Phthisis—Tubereulous | 36 42 | 25 : 33 | 24 31 48
I"meumonia i E 21 | 29 : 33 ' 23 I 26 j 19 31
Bronchitis “ o | 10 ‘ 17 | 32 | 20 | 22 | 28
Inflnenza i e 4 5 : 7 ] 7 AR i
Pleunsy 5 : | 2 2 | 1, 4 2 | - il
Uther Respira'y Disenses| . 5 | !
: s | I, =
Tatal .. S 04 B8 | B2 1 549 72 ‘ 113

The number of deaths from Tubereulous Phthisis during
the past year is 48, a larger number than it has been during the
last seven years, and giving a percentage mortality of 13-2.



Heart Disease.

The number of deaths from this cause was 61, as compared
to 51 in 1906, and 56 in 1905.

The percentage mortality is 16:8 of the total deaths.

Infectious Diseases.

There were 21 deaths from Infections Diseases as compared
with 12 in the previous year.

The following table gives the number of deaths from
Infectious Diseases for the last ten years: —

1808(1899 1900{1901 lJ‘lJﬂ lﬂl]ﬂ!lﬂﬂ-ifmﬂu 1906 l.illu
I

Scarlet Fever il ] e 71 6 2 | ol 6 |
Diphtheria .. S caf 28 B b b | 4 | 6 l 3| | 3| 3 ! 4
Measles .. . 15| of[18] O] 4] 1 ! ol al o] 5
Whooping Cough .. oo | R B 1 i 3 : o | | i § ‘ 0| 10

Entoric Fever L | 1 | 3|

Small-Pox ..

]'::l'.\'ﬁil}l_'lilﬂ uin o T . " " i » | 2 ] I 1 |
| ' |

Croup i i ot e I ) (e || b 3 0

Total ' .| 85 | 25| 382 o216 |19 (18 |15 | 12 | 2

Percentage | 846874 52|86

i
b
]
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Uncertified Deaths.

The following are the figures for the last seven years :—

Year Number
1901 32
1902 4
1903 3
1904 37
1905 1
1906 3
1907 )

Inquests.

Twenty-six Inquests were held by the Coroner during the
vear, not including those cases where an enquiry was made but
no inquest held.

Notifiable Diseases.

It may be mentioned that the Notifiable Ihseases include .
Small-Pox, Diphtheria, Membranous Croup, Erysipelas, Searl et
Fever, Typhus, Enteric Fever, and Puerperal Fever.

During the year, 114 cases of Infectious Disease were
notified, compared to 173 in 1906, and 162 in 1905, a decrease
of 64 from the previous vear, and giving a rate of 4-6 per 1000
of the population.

The following table gives the number of Notifications of
each Infectious Disease for the last seven years :—

| .
1901 EE]ﬂE]l{i{!H 1904 (1905 | 1906 | 1907

Searlet Fever 116 i 20

=
=
ol |
L=
[T .

Diphtheria i - 102 45 17 32 42 83 | 48
Erysipelas 7 7 R | 15 (i} B
Knteric Fever .. ..l 10 | 23 | 10 9 | (o R 8
"nerperal Fever ik i 3 3 2 2 1 l 3
Small-Pox i ..E ] ! (i 6 3 0 ; 0

Tatal FA an| 240 151 Qs 230 162 i 178 i 114




The following table shows the distribution and number of
Infectious eases notified during the year in each of the four
Registration Districts viz: Chendle, Alton, Ipstones, and
Dilhorne.

| Cheadle ‘ Alton Ipstones  Dilhome
|
o T | S A -
Emall-Pox _:I il 0 ] 0
Diphtherin .. .. | 20 5 6 17
Erysipelas .. e % 3 2 1 2
Bearlet Fever. | i ; 1| 21 3 | 16
Enteric Fever L | 1 0 2 5
P Puerperal Fever i ; .I ] 1 0 2
5 S =

L2 e R v LR ‘ 11 16 42

Scarlet Fever.

The total number of cases of Scarlet Fever notified during
the year was 47, being a diminution of 28 from the preceding
year, and being the lowest number notified during the past seven
vears, with the exception of the year 1903, when only 25 cases
were notified. At no time during the year was the disease
epidemie in any of the Distriets. The percentage mortality is
2:1 of the total number of cases of Scarlet Fever.

Enteric Fever.

Eight eases of Enteric Fever were reported during the year
compared with 13 in the previous year. Of the 8 cases 1
occurred in Cheadle, 2 in Ipstones, and 5 in Dilhorne. All the
cases recovered.
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Diphtheria.

Forty-eight cases of Diphtheria were notified during the year
as compared to 83 in the previous year. Four of the 48 cases
died, giving a death-rate of 8-3.

The medical men in the Distriet continue to make free use
of the opportunity of having the aid of Bacteriological examina-
tion in doubtful cases of Diphtheria. This is carvied out at
Birmingham University by arrangement with the Staffordshive
County Couneil, no eharge being made to the medical men
sending matter for examination.

In last year’s Report attention was drawn to the continual
outbreak of small epidemics of Diphtheria among the children
attending Wetley Rocks School. This had.been going on for
some vears back at intervals. A detailed examination of the
Sanitary arrangements at the Schools was made by Mr. Inskip
and myself, and we found the Sanitary condition very defective
as regards the water-closets. Steps were taken to have this
state of matters remedied, with the result that so fay, no further

cases have oceurred.
Small Pox.

There were no cases of Small Pox reported during the year,
this being the first year since 1901 that the District has been
free from the disease.

The Distriet Counecil continues to contribute towards the
maintenance of the North Staffordshire Joint Small Pox
Hospital Board, which enables the Council to send any cases
of Small Pox to the Board’s Hospital, at Bagnall, near Hanley .
Fortunately this arrangement has proved of great service to the
Distriet Couneil, as there have been 19 cases of Small Pox, all
of which were sent to the Bagnall Hospital.

Isolation Hospital.

The Isolation Hespital at Moss Lane has accommodation
for patients suffering from Diphtheria, Enteric Fever and
Secarlet Fever. Since it was opened in May, 1904, 278 patients
have been admitted.
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The following table shows the number of cases notified of
each of the diseases (Scarlet Fever, Diphtheria, and Enterie
Fever) together with the number admitted into the Hospital
during the last three years.:—

[G05 ‘ 1906 1905

So L e

R B =l

= = e e e

- (= | 5 = ot (R

Diphtheria s 49 10 RA £3 ! 15 ! 2 |
Bearlet Fever .. i P ] Ta £9 47 28
Enteric Fever .. o i T B 13 | g | 6
Total .. o L [Tl s 165 Ha 105 i a9

The following table shows the number of cases notified, and
the number admitted to Hospital foreach of the four Registration
Distrizts, during the year 1907 :—

Cheadle Alton Ipstones | Dilhorne
= - = [
i = = =z - z L [
00 R O T~ I
S| e PR I~ AP A (O T o -
e - ot - = - =) [
RS ] e S| Ao A [ ———re—
Diphtheria L 1) H] By L[0T 3 7 i 9
Searlet Fever ..| 21 8 - | 7 5 | 16| 12
Enteric Fever ..| 1 1 o I | 2 0 3 ]
] | | |
|
Total ..| 42 | 18 | 8 3 | 15 § | 38 | 26
| ] L

The Hospital is equipped with a Thresh's Disinfector,
“Discharge’” Block, Mortuary, ete. The Water Supply comes
from Cheadle, with which the Hospital is in telephonic
communication. The County Council contributes one-third of
the annual cost of maintenance.
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Water Supplies.

The town of Cheadle is supplied with water by the Cheadle
Waterworks, which obtains its supply from the red sandstone
formation, which is porous and acts as an exeellent filter, so that
the water is both good and abundant. The Geological formation

- of the Cheadle District lends itself to a good and plentiful

supply to its different localities. The water-bearing strata are
made up chiefly of limestone and the red sandstone. The more
Rural parts of the District derive their supply from deep wells,
and in places from shallow wells.

Caverswall, Blythe Fridge, Adderley Green, and Districts,
obtain their supply from the Staffordshire Potteries Waterworks.

Kingslev and Froghall have anexcellent supply, derived
irom nafural springs, situated at Shirley Hollow, near Whiston,
Seven samples of drinking water were analysed during the year,
2 of which were found unfit for domestic nuse, and other sources
of supply were found in each instance.

Sanitary Work.

Referring to the alleged pollution, with sewage, of the
river Churnet, at Oakamoor, mentioned in last year's Report,
# scheme has been drawn up, with the approval of the County
Medieal Officer, for dealing with the willage sewage, so as to
prevent the River being polluted, and a start with the work is
ahout to be made.

A new sewer with a septic tank and filter beds is about to
be laid at the Green, Cheadle, which will be a great improvement
on the existing state of things, and will be the means of doing
away with several nuisances.

Mention has already been made of the great improvements
which have heen carried out in the sanitary arrangements of
the Schools at Wetley Rocks, to which attention was drawn in
last vear's Report, and, so far, the alterations effected promise
to be the means of doing away with the large amount of infee-
tious disease among the children, which has oceurred in previous
years.
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A communication was received from the Public Health
Department in Manchester informing the District Couneil of
the presence of a cow suffering from Tuberculosis on a farm at
Ipstones. This cow was subsequently slaughtered.

One hundred and twenty-eight cowsheds were inspected
during the year, in connection with which 7 formal notices
were served upon the owners, and in each case the nuisance was
abated.

In connection with nuisances arising from dwelling-houses
and schools, 9 notices were served as follows :—foul conditions
2 ; struetural defeets, 1 ; overerowding, 5; and unfit for habitation
1. Ineach case the nuisance was abated.

Ten inspections of Lodging-houses were made, and all were
found satisfactory,

Forty-five inspections of Bakehouses were made by the
Inspector, and, generally speaking, they were found satisfactory,
except in a few cases where a little more attention is required
to general cleanliness. ;

Twenty-seven Slaughter-houses were visited, in eonnection

with which 1 formal notice was served, and the nuisance was
abated thereafter.

The Inspector made 56 inspections of Canal boats, and 1
nuisances were dealt with by serving informal notices, and in
each case the nuisance was abated,

The night-soil is removed by contract in Cheadle, and 7425
ash-pits and privies were cleansed by the Sanitary Authority’s
seavenger during the year, under the supervision of the Sanitary
[nspector.

In connection with deposits of refuse and manure, two
nuisances were discovered, which were remedied after notice.

One hundred and seventy- five inspections were made of
house-drainage, viz : defective traps, 53; and other faults, 122.
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In 2 cases animals were found improperly kept, and, in hoth
cases, the parties desisted from keeping the animals complained
of, after notice by the Inspector.

Arising in connection with Smoke, 2 nuisances were dealt

with.

Workshops and Factories.

There are 127 Workshops, Factories and Bake-houses on
the Register in this Distriet, as compared with 123 in 1906, and
119 in 1905. The register is kept by the Sanitary Inspector.

One hundred and twenty-three Workshops were inspected
during the year, and also 6 Factories. One written notice was
served in connection with a nuisance found in one of the work-
shops visited, viz: want of cleanliness, which was remedied.
Taken as a whole the premises were found in a very satisfactory

state.

Two lists of Out-workers were received from employers
twice in the year, with the names of 5 out-workers (workmen)

engaged in lace-making.

The systematie inspection of the Bake-houses, begun in the
previous year, has been continued this year, so that all of them
have now been inspected, and things were found satisfactory.

There are no underground Bake-houses in the District.
Tables of Statisties are appended.
I am, Sir,
Yours obediently,
W. R. GIBSON, M.B.

Medical Officer of Health.
Cheadle, March, 1908.
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