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Diphtheria.—Ninety-four notification certificates of Diphtheria have been received.  In the first quarner
of the year there were 45 cases; in the second quartér 23 ; in the third 18; and in the fourth 8.

The disease assumed an spidemic form at the The Meir, Adderey Green, and to a less extent at Caverswall,

Each district within a radius of two miles. The Authority will remember that I sent in a special report to them and

to the Local Government Board with regard to this epidemic. At the Meir alone the number of cases amounted to

- 48 av Adderley Green 27 ; and at Caverswall 8,  In each of the above-mentioned places the outhreak was at its

height in the first quarter in which 42 cases were notified—and as the year advanced the number of cases progres-

sively declined, until 5 cases only were notified in the last quarter. The schools of the respective districts were

:Iigsad for 2 month or so at the beginning of the year, as the attendance of the children had fallen off very con-
H'I.H.]'..

On notification the cases were visited immediately, and the uwsual steps of home isolation and disinfection
were attended to, but this routine procedure had but little effect in such populous districts as the The Meir and
Adderley Green, when we consider that the members of an infected household not only intermix frecly, but that
outsiders are allowed to pay visits with an utter disregard both to carching and conveying the contagion.

This difficulty has had to be contended with all through the epidemic, and in my opinion has been the chief
factor in keeping up the spread of the infection,

Until some measures are taken whereby early and complete isolation can be earried out [ do not anticipate any

hetter stave of things.
- Water EIIFEE[!I-—-I am pleased to say the Sanitary Authority have successfully megotiated with the
Cheadle Water Works Company for a more constant water supply. This course has become necessary from the fact that
since the sewering of the town, many of the property owners have removed the old privy closets and built water closets.
The danger and inconvenience of having no water supply on Thursdays for flushing purposes was very great, especially
no provision is made for water storeage.

Kingsley Wlater Supply.—Kingsley Village is sill without anything like an adequate water supply,
and the inhthul'tlnl‘.i in mﬁﬂ{uenﬂepll:le frequently put to very great inconvenience., A state of things which has now
existed for a number of years,

! ‘There seems now to be some probability of bringing an abundant supply of good water, for the Sanitary
Al ity have amanged with the Mill Owners and the North Stafford Railway Company to get water from springs
in the Churmet Valley and the Railway Company have promised water {rom the Canal for the purpose of working a
pair of rams to force the supply to a storeage reservoir at the upper end of the Village, Considering the yield of
these springs is about 25,000 gallons of water per day, and is of good quality, T feel sure that if the scheme were
carried out, the general requirements of the Village would be met.

> Apparently, the only difficulty now in the way, is with the landowners, which 1 hope before long will be
remaved, and this r:mr,h-needeﬂ work commenced. :

With the exception of a few private wells, the general supply for the Village has to be procured from two
public wells, with a yield of very little over goo gallons per day.

: ﬂnnltﬂy Work. —The most important work carried out duning the year was the sewering of the town of
Cheadle. CQueen Street alone remaining to be sewered. T have little doubt this work will have a beneficial effect
upon the health of the town.  Previous to this the old surface road drains were used as sewers, and at times the

of sewer gas from them was not only very offensive, but dangerous.  During the drought of last summer |
feel sure that numerous cases of severe diarthea were due to this cause,

I would advise the Sanitary Authority to attend to the Sewering of Queen Street before next summer,

In ather districts, notably Kingsley Village, Tean and Forsbrook, the old open and offensive sewers which
existed, have been replaced by properly constructed ones.
} Overerowding.—A few cases of overcrowding have been remedied, and in one or two other instances
proceedings were taken for the closing of houses unfit for habitation,

: Eenvenging.—The scavenging of the town of Cheadle has been satisfactorily carried on, 845 loads of
ashes and 294 ,:?nighmil have been removed.

~ Amongst other Sanitary work done, I may mention the removal of pig-styes, and 1 hope the Authority will
X #ﬂmmnﬂm the abatement of this, when it becomes a nuisance, and also the keeping of garbage and offal on
~ premises until it becomes putrid and offensive.

] I am, Sir,
Your chedient servant,
H. LANGLEY WEBB,
Medical Officer of Health.
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Cheadle,
April, 1899,






