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remedied, and the advice and encouragement given to parents
in regard to health dangers and the means of avoiding them are
influencing for good the lives of thousands of growing children.

Unfortunately the progress of housing has been retarded, and
owing to present circumstances it is impossible to deal with much
of the insanitary property of the district in the way it ought to be
dealt with.

To leave it standing is to maintain a condition prejudical to
health. The only safe and satisfactory method 1s demolition,
but closing orders cannot well be enforced until other houses are
available. ;

During the year Diphtheria and Scarlet Fever have been
prevalent. Diphtheria which caused a large number of cases in
1920 has gradually diminished, there being slight local rises in May
and September.

Epidemic Diarrheea, usually so prevalent and fatal during hot
summers, has been relatively slight, and I ascribe this largely to
improved methods of feeding infants, and to the general use of
dried milk.

Some of the health activities of the District are partly in the
hands of the County Council, and partly the Local Authority.
This increases the difficulties, leads to overlapping of work, and
extra correspondence. Maternity and Child Welfare Work is
carried out by the Local Authority, but the County Council super-
vises the Midwives.

Tuberculosis and Venereal diseases are also dealt with by the
County, but necessarily much of the work is carried out by the
Local Authority, which is primarily responsible for making adequate
inquiry into all circumstances affecting the health of its district,
and of promptly putting into effect measures to diminish the causes
of disease.

My thanks are due to Mr. Coles Finch for records of rainfall,
to Mr. Collard, Inspector of the Society for the Prevention of Cruelty
to Children who has given valuable assistance, to the officials of
the Medway Union Infirmary, with whom I am in frequent co-opera-
tion, and to the Staff of the Department whose work is worthy of

raise.
i I greatly value the continued support of your Council, and my
thanks are due to the Chairman and Members of the Public Health
Committee for their invariable courtesy and consideration.

I am Gentlemen,
Your aobedient servant
7. HGLRDYDE

Chatham, F.R.CS, D.P.H.
March, 31st, 1922.
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4.—Causes of Sickness.

The two most prevalent causes of sickness during 1921 were
Diphtheria and Scarlet Fever.

Of Diphtheria there were 175 cases as against 261 'during 120,
and of Scarlet Fever 145 as against 110.

Diphtheria reached its maximum in 1920, and with the excep-
tion of slight local recurrences in May and September it has gradually
diminished. Respiratory affections were prevalent in the first
and third quarters of the year. Bronchitis and Pneumonia caused
35 deaths in the first and 21 in the third quarter. These diseases
are responsible for much invalidity and inability to work.

Amongst the general causes of invalidity are bad housing,
intermittentand casuallabour, and unemployment with its attendant
madequacy of food, all of which are present in the Borough.

DEATHS FROM TUBERCULOSIS.

From the Pulmonary form there were 57 deaths.

Of these 28 or 50 per cent. were not notified, and in addition
2 were recelved I day before death

I was X 8 days .
1 was " 1T days -
2 were . I4 days e
I was o 4 weeks i
I was i 8 weeks 3

This is a very unsatisfactory state of matters, and I can only
ascribe it to a reluctance on the part of Medical practitioners to
inform patients of the exact nature of their malady.

Practitioners are reminded from time to time of their obliga-
tions in regard to notification, and in every case attending the
Dispensarv the Tuberculosis Officer informs the doctor that the
case should be notified.

Failure to recognise and report the disease at an earlier stage
prejudices the patient’s chances of recovery, and increases the rish
of infecting others.

CASES ATTENDING TUBERCULOSIS DISPENSARY.

Number of New Cases 114
Total Attendances (Old and New Cases) 2,195
Number sent to Institutions 22,
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School Clinics, Town Hall, and Luton Council School,

(a) For Minor Ailments

(b) Dental Treatment

Two rooms and waiting hall provided by Local Authority.

(c) Arrangements with Hospital for the operative treat-
ment of Throat and Nose Cases, for Refraction and
Chronic Diseases of the Eye, and for the X Ray
Treatment of Ringworm.

Tuberculosis Dispensary

Venereal Diseases Clinic.

4.
The two latter are controlled by the County Council.

HOSPITALS PROVIDED OR SUBSIDISED BY THE LOCAL

AUTHORITY OR COUNTY COUNCIL.

Maternity—A provisional agreement for the use of beds
in Naval Maternity Home at Gillingham has been effected
to come into effect when premises now in course of erection
are ready for occupation.

There are 8 Maternity beds in the Medway Infirmary.
Fever Hospital—Used jointly by Rochester and Chatham
contains 8o beds.

Small Pox— Joint Hospital, 24 beds.

General Hospital—105 beds.

The three latter are situated in Rochester.

Poor Law Infimary—Chatham, 400 beds, including 8
Maternity, 36 beds for Tuberculosis, and 2o for children,

INSTITUTIONAL PROVISION FOR UNMARRIED MOTHERS,
ILLEGITIMATE INFANTS AND HOMELESS CHILDREN.

The accommodation is very limited, and consists of

I,
2

3

Salvation Army Rescue Home with 16 beds.

Diocesan Home with 8 beds.

The staff is not trained, and the homes receive also girls
on probation from the Police Court.

Medway Workhouse.

AMBULANCE FACILITIES—

(2)

(b)

For infectious cases a Motor Ambulance is provided by the
Local Authority.
For non-infectious and accident cases there is a horse

Ambulance kept at the Hospital, and hand Ambulances
at the Police Station, Fire Station, and at two Sub-Stations.
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BYE LAWS AND REGULATIONS.

Dairies Cowsheds and Mﬂkshﬂps .................. 1gth Oct., 1900

Ditto PR R S (T i
Common Lodging Houses ... cese-ee. IQth June, 1901
Tents, Vans, Sheds and Similar Structures......... 20th Nov., 1903

Removal of Filth through Streets .................. 2nd Sept., 1908
Drainage of Existing Buildings
Cleansing of Footways

¥

Slaughterhouses ......... i
New Streets and Buﬂdmgs 4
Nuisances ...... "
Regulation of foen*swe Tra,des e 5 Sept., 3012
Houses let in Lodgings or occupied bv Members

of more than one family .................. 13th April, 1912
For the Prevention of Nuisances arising from

Filth and Rubbish ........................ | 3¢d) June S5oe
New Streets.......... ..eeee.  Oth April, 1013
Hours for Sla.ughtermg in SIaughterhﬂuses ......... 1oth Aug. 1914
Removal of House Refuse ....... cesvnsesseinss ORI JUNE ST
Sanitary Conveniences  ..........ovcvececerennanen.. 7t Eebl'Toxd
Knackers ¥ands 7 lisimae Siiin il i 12th Dec., 1919

Administration.

FOOD AND DRUGS ACT AND MILK AND CREAM REGULATIONS

These Acts are administered by the County Police.

Under the Food and Drugs Act—-135 samples were taken and
analysed.

Proceedings were instituted in two cases as follows—

Selling Milk which contained 5.3 per cent. added water—Fined
£25 and £3 Costs.

Selling Milk which contained 32.9 per cent. added water—
Fined £10 and £2 2s. Costs.

No action was taken under Milk and Cream Regulations.

L]

INSPECTION OF FOOD.

The Inspector attends the Cattle Market each week—notes
animals purchased by Chatham butchers, and inspects after slaughter

Cattle and Pigs over £30 and £8 are insured by Butchers and
Farmers, and the Traders ask for inspection in a large number of
cases where there is any suspicion.

























































