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SECTION A

Statiatics and Social Conditions of the Area

Population The estimated mid-year population for 1969 was 7,130 which
was 100 up on the previous year. The rateable value was EEE?,E?T and the
product of a penny rate £1,100. The population density was & per acre.

Birth Rate The corrected Birth Rate was 22.6 per thousand, as compared
with The national figure of 16.3. There were thirteen illegitimate births
which gives a percentage figure of nine of all live births in the Borough,
compared with the figure of eight for England and Wales.

Death Rate The corrected Death Hate was 11.1 per thousand, compared
with the national figure of 11.9. Cut of a total of 104 deaths, thirty-four
, were due to heart disease, eighteen being coronary heart disease. There
were twenty-one deaths due to "strokes". There were twelve deaths due %o
cancer, three of these being due to cancer of the lung. There were sixtaen
deaths due to reapirateory dizeacse and one due to influnenza. Appendix A,
Table 3 shows full details of the causes of death.

Haternal Mortality There were no maternal deaths during the year.
atilIbirths There wag one stillbirth in 1969.
Infant Mortality Thers was one infant death due to respiratory failure.

Social Habits There was little change in the social patterns but the gemeral
inersase in the cest of living was felt by all and hardest by the elderly and
those on fixed pensions.

SECTICH B

General Provision of Health Services in the Area

The local health services provided by the County Council continued.

Cne change made was the introduction of computor recording of all
immunisations. The records of all children up to the age of ten were fed into
thu‘camputnr and those requiring procedures in accordance with the latest
Ministry schedule were sent for and the immunisations carried out at the private
practioners' surgeries. INo immunisations were carried cut at the ch’ld
welfare clinics or in the schools. This affected the numbers of older
children attending the child welfare clinic.

I corried out an annual inspectien in all the schools. Details are
shown in Appendix B, TableZ2.

During the sehocl medical inspections I frequently saw overweight children.
Whenever a parent accompanied the child T explained the need to learn sensible
food hebits, A fat child means a fat adult eventually and sllewing a child to
becorme fat is a cruel kindness. Mot cnly is the child being condeczned to

Eflii; of social isolatior as a "fatiy™ but 2lso is shortening its expectation
u '.




I reported last year on the crowded conditions at the Infants' School
and in September the new primary school at Avishayes came into operatien
and all places in the younger age groups were taken up immediately. This
did relieve the pressure on the Holyrood Infamts' School.

The demand for places in the excellently run playgroup in the town
continued and at the end of the year the possibility of forming a sscond group
wag being actively investipgated.

The meed for a new district hespital at Taunton was the subject of a
meeting called by the Mayor of Bridgwater to which gll local authoritiess wers
invited. The Borough Couneil fully supperted the aims of the mesfing dnd the
Kayor expressed the town's concern at the delay in providing the new hospital.

SECTION C

Prevention and CQHtrﬂL over £Efucti¢us Disecases and Other Diseases

Little infectious disease was notified during the year with the excsption
of 170 cases of measles. Measles vaccine was made available to private alda
practitioners and publicity was given to the need to protect children against
this illne=s=s.

During the autumn of 1968 an epidemic of influenza was expected to spread
westward from Hong Kong. Vaccine manufacturers worked non-stop to produce
the vaccine. The Press gave wide publicity to the threatened epidenic - and
then, nothing. The outbreak simply did not happen or was so mild as to be
negligible, The unfortunate consequence was to foster an attitude of unconcern
about "Mao Flu". Yhen the real epidemic struck in December, 1969 the country
was largely unprepared.

During the previcus winter there was considerable demand for vaccine which
was rationed and used exclusively for sBusceptible persons. During the autumn
of 1969 the demand was not repeated. The first cases cccurred in early
December and increased rapidly.- By the end of the month influsnza was wide=
spread throughout the country. Chard did not escape. Thare were so
many calls for medical treatment I agreed to the general practitioners issuing
a first medical certificate without a visit but subsequent certificates were
only issued after the patient had been seen. There was one death due
directly to influengza,.

I carried out my B.C.G. programme against tuberculosia in the .springs  cvam
Children born in 1958 were those offered vaceination. I vaceinated 104 at
the Secondary Modern School, ten at Chard School and eleven at 5t. Gilda's
Convent. D A1

There was no visit of the Mass X=Ray Unit to the town during the Yyear and,
following a change of policy nationally, regular visits will no longer be
carried out unless there is & gpecial necassity.

The County Council made anthrax vaccine available for use at the abattoir.
I paid threes wvisits there and gave 205 injections. Ninety-five of the staff
completed a course of two doses.

Home Safet The Public Health Committee continued to take an active
interest in n:ciﬂeut pre--ntion and were particularly concerned with the re-
sale of second hand elec' ‘ical apparatus, the new wiring colour code and the
effect of defective wiring in older houses. Appropriate action was taken in
each case.



SGECTION: D

Environmental Health Serkices

A Sanitary Circumstances

Climatic Conditions In 1969 the weather was generally nmild with ne
extremes of temperature. There were good sunny pericds during the summer
gnd no severs rain which causad flooding in the previous year.

Water Supply The water supply from the Wessex Water Bosrd was generally
gatisfactory in quality and guantity. There was an occasional complaint of
poor pressure and the Doard took action to ohviate this. There were also
occasional complaints of excessive chlorine hut these usually occurred towards
the "dead and" of the mains. The Water Board Laberatory exanmined twenty-one
sapples of water during the year and all proved satisfactory. A further
twenty-one were submitted to the Public Health Laboratory z=nd all of these
were satisfactory.

Drainage and Sewage Disposal Trouble was experienced on and off
throughout the year with the effiuent from the sawage works and frequently the
atandard of 15:15 could not be met largely due to the blood and animal matter
being discharged from the abattoir who were not complyinp with the trade waste
agreement standards. In fact, a very large proportion of the Public Health
Committee's time at each meeting concerned various aspects of the abattoir
drainage. In addition, the situation was not helped by the delay in fixing
oew distributors to tha old percelating filtery a delay in delivery being
the cause..

The Committes wers also concerned at the excessive amount of sTudge at
the works and #thip had te be removed by tanker.

Akt the end of the year negotiations were taking place between the Council
and a_?wupnﬂed poultry packing establishment to find the hest method of
acgepting their effluent.

Refuse Collectiion The Gouncil econtinued their regular weekly collection
of refuse and extended tlieir scheme involving the use of refuse sacks.
Sacks were issued to Council houses built since 1968, to all old peoples'
bungalows and flats, to the elderly an® infirm and to places where the length
of carry is excessive or where traffic congestion occurs.  About 440 were
issued weekly, both paper and plastic being uced; the paper for sack holders
and the plastic as bin liners for existing dustbins. It is hoped to further
extend the scheme in subsequent years.

Public Conveniencea The public conveniences were well maintained and
hot water installed in order to comply with the Ministry instructions. Tt
waes decided to arect a new convenience at Millfield in lieu of the unsat z-
factory building at Jocelyn Park.

Rodent Contral The Council ceontinued te smnloy a part=time rodent
operator who dealt with all complaints in addition te the routine test baiting
and treatment of Council installations. Occasional complaints received were
dealt with promptly and no heavy infestations cccurred.




Swimming Baths The Secondary Modern School and Chard School hawe baths
which were maintained by staff to a standard satisfactory to the Council.

Nuisances A great many complaints of nuisance were received in the
Public Health Department but the majority referred to smells and fumes in
the Furnham Road area and the Public Health Inspector spent a great deal of
time trying to effect an improvement. Complaints of smoke and noise were
also dealt with satisfactorily.

B Factories Act

The Public Health Inspector carried out a number of inspections under
this Act and details are shown in Appendix D, Table 1.

C. Uffices, Shops and Railway Fremises Act

Routine inspection was carried out at a number of the 125 registered
premises. Ten informal notices were served.

I Housing

The Council built thirty-six houses during the year and a further thirty
were in the course of erectiomn. Frivate builders completed fifty-two and &
further fifty-six were on the stocks. It is anticipated that the Council
will build over 200 in the next four years.

Despite housing many from the surrcunding Rural District and from
further afield, they were able to still further reduce their waiting list.

The Council proceeded under the Housing Act, 1964, to declare three
Improvement Areas and were actively engaped in work on three others.

They alsc continued to deal sympathetically with all applications for
grants, both Standard and Discreticnary, and this legislation is improving
the standard of housing in the town.

Full details of the housing situation are shown in Appendix D, Table 2,

Caravans There is one licensed caravan site in the town and it is
estimated that it houses thirty-six persons.
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Sex Total TUnder  Under 1= 5= 15- 25- 35- L5~ 55. §£5- 750

all 4 Weeks 1 year
Ages
Birth Injury, M 1 1 - - TR L - - e - =
Diffievit Labour, e 4 o R ~ - = = =
atca,
Symptoms and I1l- H 1 - - = - - — - - = = 1
Defined Conditions F 4 - - = & - - 5 = & L
Foter Vehiclea ¥ o1 = - - - - — 1 = - -
nccidents F 1 - - - - - - = = = 1

All Gther Acocidents M 2 - 5. = g ~ —. - T

fl' - — - - - - — - - - - L
Suicide & Self= M 1 = = = o - 1 L e
Inflicted Injuires I i o - - = o B - - s
TOTAL ALL GAUSES M 56 1 - 21— = - 2 h 10 .19 A%

F 48 - - = e om e s e S

APFENDIX B TAELE 1

Chard Child Welfare Clinic

1«  Noo. of children on register who attended during 1969

Born in 1959 swawa CRE ?}
Born in 1953 LR s BE
Born in 195ﬁf5T . - EQ

2.. HNo. of attendances in 1969 by children

Born in 1?69 Ty saeww 3“9 T
Born in 1968 N et hoo
Born in 1964/67 bl e 74

3+ Ho, of sessions et e 24

4. Ho. of medical comsultations e Ig2

Se Ho. of doctor sesgilons P . Eq

APPENDTX B TABLE 2

fame of School Ho.. o HNo.. in- Date of Children Children Date
o spected Medical having milk EEvinE £
Inspection dinner Inspection
Chard Infants' 226 139 16/17/2283  97.78% 83.67% . TaFebOapnis
ﬂﬁtn-l?ﬁgi
Chard Junier LLg 189 14/15/16/ 19 75.89% 78.12%  March,l969.
May 1969.
Chard Secondary Si7 130 T r - Skh,Ob¥ Hovembe 1969
Hodern March 1969.
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APPENDIX D TABLE 1

Factories Acts 1 -1

Ho. on Ho.. of Ho, of KHo. of
Register inspections written occupiers
lotices prosecuted
(i) Factories in which Section
11 21 5‘.- L|'| EI-I'J.d 5 Eﬂfﬂrcad - - — -
by Local Authority
(ii) Pactories not included in
(i) in which Section 7 is 59 39 5 =
enforced by Local Authority
(iii) Other premises in which
Section 7 iz enforced by the - = e .
Local Authority (excluding
outvorkers' premises ) -
59 39 5 =
Cases in which defectswere found sanee - - 5
'UEBEE in which defects were remedied P PR 5
HNo. of out-workers in August List required
by s¢cti°n 11D e aEEs L R ]--6-l
APPERDIX D TABLE 2
Housing
Te- HNee of houses included in Clearance Area for which Hone
Orders are still te be made
2a Ho. of houses in Clearance Areas which have been Hone
pateched for temporary accommodation under .
Section 48 of the Housing Act, 1957. -
3+ HNo. of houses closed or demolighed under Section 42 None -
of the Housing Act, 1957 (Clearance Aresas).. B
4. Housing Act, 1957 (Section 17 - Individual Unfits)
(i) (a) Houses demolished = None
(k) Houses closed None
(ii) For other purposes, ( road improvements, ete,) None
2+ MNo. of temporary dwellings (huts etc.,) demolished None
6. No. of houses declared unfit under
(i) Section 9 of the Housing fet, 1957. T
(ii) Sectien 72 of the Housing Act, 1969 None
7 No.. of houses made fit during yesar - 11
8.. MNo. of unfit houses occupied under licence None
9«  Houses in multiple occupation ( Housing Acts, 1961 to 1969) Hone
10. Reconditioning of ¢ ndemned houses - Exclusion from Nona

Clearance/Demoli: on Orders ( Housing Act, 1961)

T e

=5



1X. Substitution of Closing Order of Demolition Order Hone
( Housing Act, 1961) Action taken.

12. Housing Act, 1969 Section 2B General Improvement Areas Hene
Ho. of areacs so defined,

13. Housing Act, 1 = S5lum Clearance 1970 = 73.

1090 3971 1672 - 199%
1. Part a.Houses in areas to be declared 10 - - -
ITT
b. Bouses to be cleared 17 - . &

2+ Part Houses likely to be subject to

II demolition or c¢losing orders 9 - - -
Hemarks Remaining unfit properties should be dealt with in 1970 provided

fresh houses are available for the displaced families.

1%, Housing Act, 1964%. Any action taken during year
Three Improvement areas

declared.
15. Rent Acts, 1968 and Housing Act, 1969
(i} Certificates of Fair Rent
Certificates issued (if ¥nown) Hone
(ii) Certificates of Disrepair
(a) Ne. of applications received Hone
(b) Certificates issued llone
Houses erscted Houses in course Gained from Lost from
during year of arectieon conversion of conversion
Large houses of two or
For 5lum For For Slum For or buildings more houses
Clearance Other Clearance COther into flats into one
Purposes Purposes or dwellings
Local Authority = 36 - 30 - -
Erivate Enterprise - g2 - 3] - =

Humber of Fost-War houses erected from
1st April, 1945 to 31st December, 1969.

By Local Authority Br Private Enterprice
974 545

Future Housing Frogramme ( if known)] (is requested by Ministry of Housing &
Local Covernment Cireular MHo. 217651

Frogramme Forecast 70= 7la 72-. 73 TPAT. wwniies TI
19?1 [EER R 5’0
1972 - Lo/
1973 wwses 50

(a) MWo. of temporary housing units occupied (i) Prefahs Hone
(ii) Huts, ete. Hone
(b) No. of houses found svercrowded 2

12,



Houses required

(i) To replace houses scheduled for demolition

I5
(ii) To abate overcrowding -
(iii) For other purposes 55
(iv) Applications for Council houses at end of year
(a) Urgent bona fide gases =
{(b) Applications for old people's dwellings La
(¢) Others 183
Total Applications 270
GAINED LOST
" a) crected Less houses
Humber of b) Conversion a) Demolished Humber of
Fermanent &) Council Total b) Closed Permanent
Dwellings in houses sold (a) ] Sold during Dwellings in
District as to P.E. during + 1969 District as
at 31.1§.65.- 1969 (b)Y (k) 4d) Conversion at 31.12.59.
(a) £ B. G \ EeEpTig- W
Lalle 1067 B == 1103 | - - - - 1103
Totals 2660 88 = = 27 | wrssna ma 2748
OLD, -FEOPLE'S DWELLINGS

Total Number erected to 3l. 12. 60, Humber in Course of Erectiom
With County

Without County
Council Aid

Council Aid

With County
Counceil Aid

Without County
Council Aid

as NIL 13 NIL

GRANTS EY LOCAL AUTHORITIES TO PRIVATE

OWNZRS

Up to August, 1969 After August, 1969

Received Approved Heceived Approved
Appli No. of Appli- HNo. of Appli- No. of Appli= No. of
cations Dwe= catione Dwel- cations Dwal-= ecations Dwel=-
llings lings lings lings
1a Improvement 3 k] z z - - -
Grants
2. Standard b b L b 5 5 - -
Grants
3e  Special - - - - - - - -
Grants

Any Observations: insufficient use made of Improvement Grant facilities

13,



APPENDIX D, TABLE 3

lMeat Inspectiion

Cattle Sheep
Exeluding and
Cows Cows Calves Lambs

Wumber killed ( if known ) 1,157 Lh, 663 273 22

Humber- inspected 1,157 | LY, 663 273 22

All Diseases except
Tuberculosis and

Exsticerei

Whole carcaces condemned I+ 1244 13= G

Carcases of which some
part or organ was 228 25,198 - i T
condemned !
Percentage of the number
inspected affected with
disease other than 20.1 567 476 F6.36
tubereulosis and
cysticerci

Tuberculosis only |

Whele carcases condemnsd - T - i =

Carcases of which some !
part or organ was l
condemned = 3 = I

Percentage of the number i
inspected affected |
with tubereulosis - 0.009 - ! =

Cysticercosis

Carcases of which some
part or organ was - a7 - | -
condemned '

iCarcases submitted to
treatment by - 25 = | —
refrigeration |

Generaliced and |
totally condemned - - - - -

Weight of meat con-

demned in (1lbs) for:-
{a) Tuberculosis - k2g -
(b) Cysticercosis - 1,780 =

(c) Other 995 52,270 524

108

e e —— e

Total ( in lbs. )condemned ag5 Sk, 542 524 108

* Cedema (2) GSepticaemia (1) + Oedema (67) Emaciation (28) Septicaemia (12)
Extensive Bruising (6) Mor ‘bund (4) Generalised Myositis (4) Lympho-Sarcoma (1)
Fyaemia (1) Acute Arthri-is (1) = Immaturity (4) OQedema (3) Septicaemia(3)
Pyaemia (3) " Sentic Metritis (1).

There are no pigs or horses slaughtered in Chard..

1k,












