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To the Chairman and Members of the Urban District Council.

With our thoughts turned from that which was ugly and
vicious to the happicer tasks of the future it is with pleasure that
one is able to report an auspicious beginning to the period of
peace. The factors of death agamst which we wage unceasing
war were in full retreat during 1945, Infectious disease killed
fewer than cver before, maternal mortality was non-existent,
infant mortality reached what even a few years ago would have
been considered the wrreducible minimum, tuberculosis deaths
Lave at last turned downwards in the direction of the levels exist-
ing before the war and even cancer deaths have, by some curious
unexplained freak, statistically lessened in number this year.

These facts give justifiable cause for satisfaction even when
full allowance is made for climatological and other non-local
factors and suggest that there may be some merit in the smaller
unit of local government administration that can score an infant
mortality rate of half that of each of its two large neighbours.

During the war years environmental defects have been dis-
cussed wvigorously and fully in the Health Committee and
impatience has been expressed at the inability to give practical
expression to theoretical views. 1945 has seen the beginnings of
practical work. Much of this however revolves round the question
of slum clearance. The houseless and the grossly overcrowded
obviously must have their needs satisfied urgently and as a first
consideration but it seems illogical to rehouse families on grounds
of ill health, among which rheumatism and tuberculosis justifiably
rank high, whilst permitting reletting of the property that has
materially contributed to that state of health. The housing
problem is a national one but at present the type of problem
aries from locality to locality and consideration should be given
to a lifting of the embargo on slum clearance where local con-
ditions warrant it.


















POPULATION.

The Registrar-General’s estimate of population for the year
1945 is 29,360 which 1s 910 below that of 1938 and 140 below
that of 1944. The curve of natural population increase con-
tinues upward and in the eight vears 1935-1945 the births have
exceeded the deaths by 1,054, This busy industrial area has seen
no material efflux of population due to war causes and the likeli-
hood is that the actual resident population is rather higher than
the Registrar-General’s estimate indicates.

TABLE 2.
NATURAL INCREASE OF POPULATION.

i 1 1 e e + LG JORE. — 29
1944 - 1 BB 1501 (R L — 23
DR s + 184 i =7 A e — 17
I R e e -+ 147 1920 —= 1005
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AN + 82 ' | e + 134
1980 i ssvian — 25 | i (R . e 4+ 95
e T e A e — il B! b + 1508
T R + 10 1921, e <+ 220
LA e — @8

BIRTHS.

The number of live births assigned to the town was 475,
representing an annual birth rate of 16.1 per 1,000 of the popula-
tion as compared with a figure of 16.1 for England and Wales
and 19.2 for the 148 Smaller Towns. The material drop in the
number of births occurring in 1945 is presumably related to the
factors producing the fall in the national rate and there is no
factor peculiar to this area which can be said to apply.

MARRIAGES,

The number of marriages occurring within the district plus
those taking place at the District Registry Office, Oldham, where
both participants are or the woman only is resident in Chadderton
numbered 254. The corresponding figure for the previous year
was 208,
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DEATHS.

The number of deaths recorded for Chadderton during 1945
was 339 giving a crude death rate of 11.5 per 1,000 of the popula-
tion. Some remarkable result. have appeared this year. The
persistent downward trend in infectious disease mortality which
has been going on since before the Four Years War and which
seemingly had reached its practical nadir since 1938 actually
touched a new low record of 0.07 per 1,000 of population made
up of an infant death probably due to meningococcal meningitis
and a death from diphtheria in an unimmunised adult.

TABLE 4.
Age and Ward Incidence of Deaths Occurring in 1945
Uineler 75 and
Ward 1 - 2- 5 15- 25- 45~ 0G65-upwards Total
MNorth 5 - 2 1 1 12 32 33 o 109
Central ... z 1 & 36 28 33 105
South i - 1 a 2 L 35 45 ! 125
Total... I3 — 3 4 4 26 103 106 =i 330
TABLE 5.

Seasonal Incidence of Deaths Oceurring since 1937
Dieaths occcurring
during :— 1937 1938 1939 1940 1941 1942 1943 1944 1945
Ist Quarter 121 04 113 1656 131 136 o8 121 117
2nd Quarter 73 5 sl 1] 83 87 67 74h 71
3rd Quarter 79 K4 71 103 85 67 65 66 il
4th Quarter 85 90 a9 84 87 86 129 97 90

Total ... 358 343 - 363 441 386 376 359 363 339

The infant mortality rate, concerning which more has been
said in the chapter dealing with Maternity and Child Welfare,
has achieved the record low level of 27 per 1,000 live births in
part almost certainly due to the relative absence of infective
factors and the cancer death rate at 1.2 per 1,000 of the popula-
tion is lower than it has been for 20 years, a record which in my
view has occurred by chance and is very unlikely to be repeated
in the current year.
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TABLE 8.
COMPARATIVE CANCER DEATH RATES PER 1,600
POPULATION SINCE 1025,
Cromp- Middle- Chdd- Man- England
Year ton Rovion  ton derton Oldham chester & Wales
1925 4 I I ... 1.4 1 DN ¢ [T (35 EERMIRR | (2 1.3
1926 e i EScs 1.8 o R 12 T L 1.4
1827 | B o Gt [ - | R 5 L [ A 1.4
16258 | 8] | T Dl i cdeh o T 1.4
1929 1.6 - 1.3 1.3 It TEREReR: [ Thsr ) (o 1.4
1930 i.6 . e e 1.6 | el Vet L 1.6 . 1.5
1931 | Ly P | et | L r G | S [y [ 1.6 . 1.5
1932 .3 . 1.4 1.5 2.0 Ly Ml 1.5
1933 1.0 . | P [ | gk Rt e 1.6 . 1.5
1934 L.5 - 1.7 . 1.8 1.4 e 1t 1.6
1835 2.0 . |t 1.4% LR 1.8 . 1.6
1936 1.4 . | BE el (B | iy e ) e (Bl (P 1.6
1837 1.8 . | RS O | ST e (el LU ! [H 1.6
1038 13 Dol 2ol . | IS (RS B | L 1.8 . 1.7
1839 1.8 . 1.6 . 1.8 1.7 A T 1.8 . 1.6
189410 2.0 . | i)l () 2.4 ... 1.8 2.0 . L.7
1941 1.5 . | B ¢ R S LES e 1.0 2L . 1.7
1042 L R L SRR P | 1.7 ERLo | TS ) LS 1.7
1943 Bl i 2R 148 a8 e Eai o 20 1.7
1944 |t L | 2.0 1.8 2.1 1.7
1845 e o s e ] ik 2.1 e i 1.7

When we turn to the classified causes of death it is seen from
Table 7 that fully two-fifths of the deaths are ascribed to cardio
vascular lesions and one-fifth to respiratory diseases excluding
influenza and tuberculosis. The primary factor either in res-
piratory or cardio vascular deaths might be an infecting agent
or it might be that the wear and tear of lifc on these organs has
predisposed them to disease or fatal injury. Grouping the 140
deaths ascribed to cardio vascular lesions shows that 70%, of the
deaths occurred at 65 years of age and over and 88Y% occurred at

55 years and over. A similar grouping of the E‘? respiratory
deaths gives corresponding figures of 489%, and 78%, respectively.

TABLE 7.

Causes of Death Expressed as a Ratio of
Total Chadderton Deaths.

Proportion per 1,000 deaths from all causes.

Cause of Death 1945 1944 1943 1942 1941 1940 1938 1935 1930
Diseases of the heart and
circulatory system ... 410 366 312 353 401 242 324 307 264

Bronchitis, pneumonia and
other respiratory diseases

(excluding influenza) 198 151 161 165 142 186 108 119 162
Cancer, malignant disease 100 165 150 138 145 165 163 138 131
Tuberculosis (all forms) 44 &6 56 45 28 23 56 26 67
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TABLE 8
Corresponding Figures—England and Wales.

* Proportion per 1,000 deaths from all causes.

Cause of Death. 1944  1940-41 1938 1935 1930
Diseases of the heart and 2
circulatory system ... ... 317 202 327 295 245

Bronchitis, pneumonia and
other respiratory diseases

(excluding influenza) 108 135 4] 94 114
Cancer, malignant disecase ... 147 124 143 135 127
Tuberculosis (all forms) 40 5l 55 G2 T4

The mmplication is that severe acute infection was not present
in the area to any great extent during 1945, probably in associa-
tion with absence of prolonged severe weather and that in con-
sequence a corresponding saving of life occurred especially in
infancy but also in middle life.

It 1s unlikely that the death rate in the future will be brought
much lower than this figure because apart from a further reduc-
tion in the tuberculosis death rate and the infant mortality rate
and a possible specific cure of cancer the principal factor in the
production of death is wear and tear of vital organs and at best
we can hope for delay in the process of wear and tear. Tt is
likely that the pr ulongﬁtmn of the expectation of life will continue,
but with the gradual ageing of the population as a group a lower
crude death rate than that m,ummg in a favourable year, such
as the one under review has been, is not in the least likely.
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TABLE 9

Causes of deah
Typhoid and paratyphoid fevers
Cerebro-spinal fever...
Scarlet Fever
\Whooping Cough
Diphtheria i
Tuberculosis of I'LS-}JIIAIDT‘V awlem
Other forms of tuberculosis...
Syphilitic diseases
Influenza
Measles 2
Acute poliomyelitis md
poliocencephalitis. ..
Acute infectious encepha]itis
— Cancer of buccal cavity and
wsophagus
F.—Cancer of uterus :
Cancer of stomach and duo{leml m ...
Cancer of breast
Cancer of all other sites
| Yiabetes
Intra-cranial Hﬂ‘scuiﬂr Ie=-1m1q
Heart disease :
Other diseases of Cll'{"l.llﬂ.tﬂlj. %Htem
HBronchitis
Pneumonia
Other respiratory dﬁﬂﬂ.ses
Uleer of stomach or dundenum
Diarrheea (under 2 years)
Appendicitis ...
Other digestive dlseases
MNephritis
Puerperal and post- a.bortne Sﬁlms
Other maternal causes
Premature birth
Cangemtal malformation, hlrl.h
injury, infantile diseases
Suicide o
Road traffic *u:mdents
Other violent causes..
All other causes

All causes

Males

p—
i + o b L n--I [t.ul:hi | [
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Causes of Death in Chadderton during the year 945,

Females
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GENERAL PROVISION OF HEALTH SERVICES.

The policy of disseminating information in support of public
and personal hvgiene by means of the film, the press, and by
public poster and handbill has been continued and exhibitions of
films were held in the Town Hall for public andiences, in welfare
centres for parents and in schools. The subjects dealt with in
their appropriate age groups included environmental problems,
e.g. atmospheric pollution, social problems such as the rehabilita-
tion of the injured, welfare problems associated with the
maintenance of maternal and child health and problems relating
to the physical and mental health of the school child.

In the held of maternity and child welfare the Council decided
to support in principle a scheme for the establishment of a chair
of Child Health at the University of Manchester and reviewing
its arrangements with St. Mary's Hospitals agreed to substitute
a per capita payment of not more than {5 5s. 0d. per week in
respect of approved admissions i lhieu of the previous honorarium
of f_’{] per annum. Arrangements were made further for the
provision of convalescent home therapy for children under five
yvears of age where accommodation is available.

The inadequacy of the buildings utilised for general clinic
purposes is materially greater than in 1938 owing to the expansion
of services that has occurred in the interim and a revised and
modernised scheme for new clinic premises is a matter for
immediate consideration. The completely unsatisfactory pro-
vision for the cleansing of verminous persons is an obvious example
of the urgency of the problem before us. It is indeed fortunate
that with the lessening hours of work there has been a corres-
ponding decrease in the amount of head louse infestation in young
women. The infestation however seems merely to have sub-
sided to its pre-war level and there are still reservoirs that await
mass destruction. Scabies also is much less prevalent than it
was a few years ago.
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MATERNITY AND CHILD WELFARE.

NOTIFICATION OF BIRTHS.

Under Section 203 of the Public Health Act, 1936, 486G live
births and 24 stillbirths were notified.

MIDWIFERY AND MATERNITY SERVICES.

The regular attendance of pupil midwives at the ante-natal
sessions has caused these to become to some extent teaching in
character, a function which is advantageous to patient, staff and
pupil alike. With the likelihood that health visiting personnel
will be at full strength during 1946 for the first time since 1943
it is intended that a health wvisitor shall also attend this clinic to
coordinate the work of pre-natal hygiene and to facilitate the
supervision of the new born child in the transition period at the
end of its first two weeks of life.

MATERNITY SERVICES.

As noted above new financial arrangements were entered
into with St. Mary's Hospitals for the in-patient treatment of
approved patients. The lowered birth rate reduced the total
demand for hospital accommodation somewhat but the ratio of

hospital to domiciliary confinements continues at about 2: 1.

TABLE 10.

Number of Chadderion Births Notified.

Boundary North
Park  wWoodfield St Manchester Tutal Tatal

Year Municipal Nyrsing Mary's Greenacres Maternity Others Hospital Domieiliary Tota

Hospital Home Home Births Births
1933 78 - 13 2 — 8 101 224 a25
1934 08 —_ 16 lii | 1 147 221 368
1935 105 - 7 16 3 15 148 217 365
1936 107 — 7] #1 5] 14 163 210 373
1937 143 -— 23 20 14 37 237 233 470
1938 146G — 16 24 12 2 157 238 308 S
1939 160 ] 16 34 1% 30 258 266 524
1940 158 - 12 al 17 30 248 2406 404
1941 215 — 0 — 11 14 254 240 494
1942 276 —_ 12 - i 26 323 195 g |
1843 280 — 15 e il 38 244 221 370
1944 314 37 13 — 4 100 378 221 a99
1945 271 33 13 —_ ol o 230 150 alo

Table 10 shows the number of notified confinements at

hospitals, nursing homes and at home in each year since 1933,
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MATERNAL MORTALITY.

No maternal death was registered during the vear 1945.

In the cight years that have elapsed since the establishment
of an ad hoc ante-natal service in Chadderton 1,114 women,
practically all subscquently  confined in  their own homes
and representing 26%, of the total confinements notified in the
period, made use of the service and were iuhquuemh confined

without a single maternal fatality.  Amongst the remaining 749,
there occurred 14 maternal deaths.

The two major factors in the success of the service are the
regular attendance at the sessions and the active co-operation of
the County Council midwives who subsequently undertake the
management of the confinement in the patient’s home and the
personal supervision at least once in the course of confinement of
every casc by the consultant obstetric surgeon through whom
there is immediately available for every potentially or actually
abnormal case all the facilitics of St. \hn s Hospitals, Manchester.

ANTE-NATAL CLINIC.

150 women were confined in their own homes during 1945
when 105 women attended the ante-natal clinie, of whom 4 were
referred and subsequently delivered at St. Mary’s Hospitals.

271 women were confined at Boundary Park General Hospital,
Oldham, and the practice has been continued of referring im-
mediately for ante-natal supervision at that hospital any woman
found to come within this group.

POST-NATAL SERVICES.

No ad hoc clinic has been established but 3 cases were seen
at the ante-natal clinic by the obstetric surgeon for special
advice.

STILLBIRTHS AND INFANT MORTALITY.

Stillbirths during 1945 totalled 24 representing a rate of
48 per 1,000 total births or 1.12 per 1,000 of population. The
corresponding figure for England and Wales is 0.46 and for the
145 Smaller Towns 0.53. Infant deaths amounted to 13 giving
an infant mortality rate of 27 per 1,000 live births as compared

with rates of 46 for England and Wales and 43 for the 148 Smaller
Towns.

Gratification at the magnificent figure for infant mortality
which, as can be seen from Table 3, far transcends any previous
result and is little beyond half the national rate must be tempered
by the unsatisfactory nature of the still-birth rate. Examination
of the causes of infant death as set out in Table 12 reveals that
deaths under one month totalled four in which, as they are
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TABLE 11.

CHILD WELFARE CLINICS. 1939
Number of children who attended for
the first time during the year and
who, on the date of their first attend-
Ance were ‘—
(i) under 1 year of age . {1
(ii}) between the ages of | and 5 vears 43
Percentage of notified births represented
by the number of children who on the

date of their first attendance were
under | year of age ... e B

Number who attended and at the end of
the year were :—
(i) under 1 yvear of age e a24
(ii) between the ages of 1 and 5 vears 638
Number of attendances by children :—

(i) under 1 yvear of age ... DGRBS
{ii) between the ages of | and 5 vears G144

ANTE-NATAIL CLINICS.
Number of expectant mothers attended 119
Number of attendances by expectant

mothers ... - o cen O3
Percentage of total notified live and still
births represented by the number of
expectant mothers who attended the
Ante-Natal Clinics sue B
GYNACOLOGICAL AND
POST-NATAL CLINICS.
Number of mothers attended ... 10
Number of attendances ... PR | |
HEALTH VISITING.
(i} To expectant mothers :—
Firat visits e i
Total visits - 1]
{ii) To children under 1 year of age :—
First visits L
Total visits L

(iii) To children between the ages
of 1 and 5 years :—

Total wvisits i Ay cee D3B42

1940

381
88

0.0

=1 b
=1
x

6270
44010

162

4430

30.5

10
24

463
J0u8

1941

263
502

902
5769

7o

252
447

472
3286

5198

1942

450
32

336
402

7243
44453

134

380

24.7

4519

1943

4345
47

TU. 4

342
Sdi

S194
4659

130

382

23.8

21

203
305

545
161

5219

1944

437
28

337
438

8628
4614

19.1

10
11

215
397

556
3171

5441

1945

395
33

81.4

330
523

7574
3605

105

286

20.6

&

208
329

491
3423

a1l
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DIPHTHERIA

The potential danger still existing in diphtheria was
dramatically revealed in a sharp outbreak of the disease occurring
on the north-eastern boundary of the district. Three cases
occurred in rapid succession, two in the same family, and all
attending the same school. Later a further case was diagnosed
as late faucial and nasal diphtheria, the child having been mildly
ill for at least a week previously. A whole train of events
developed from this last case, 6 cases including 4 adults occurrin
all, on investigation, proving to be directly linked with the boy
in question by family contact. One other case was linked
indirectly by school and four transient carriers appeared in the
family of this last child. 4 of the 11 cases fell within the age
group 20-25 years and of the 7 cases under 15 years 4 had been
immunised at some previous date, none being severely ill. One
unimmunised adult female died from severe toxic faucial diphtheria.
The causal organism was 1solated from several cases and found
to be of the “gravis” type.

In addition to the eleven cases involved in this outbreak 8
other sporadic cases occurred during the year without further
fatality.

TABLE 16.
Diphtheria Attack Rate :

England and Smaller
Year Chadderton Wales Towns
1938 1.91 1.58 1.53
19349 0.62 114 1.16
1 5l .36 1.16 1.21
1841 .30 1.25 1.19
1942 0.%1 1.05 0.91
1943 0. G5 (. 8= | e
1944 0.34 (.58 0. 69
18945 (. 64 0. 46 0. 56

Diphtheria Death Rate :—

1938 T .16 0,07 i 06
19349 0. 06 0.056 .04
R B e (. () (). Chis 0. (15
1941 - i ] 0. 07 (. 06
1942 o e T .04 0.05 .04
1943 gt Fru) .03 0.03 0.04
1044 o, (0 .02 i, 03
1045 E AN 0. 03 0.02 0.02

The influence of this outbreak in a small area is sharpl
brought out by its marked effect on the local attack and deat
rates both of which as can be seen from Table 16 exceed the
national rates for the first time for some years.
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TABLE 15.

DIPHTHERIA IMMUNISATION.
Persons inoculated each year from 1936-1945.

Age at

b mssl 1037 | 1038| 1030 | 1040| 1041 [ 1042| 1043| 104s| 1045
lation s omepee =y 2l 1. 2R 01 2L 241 2] 1 21 I 2
Underd] 6|6 3| -| -] 1| -|-| 6] 194 17 42 49| 49 6d 48] 7] 66| 85
1 |27 |12| 6 2] 20)24]35[ 18| 54| 60| 70] 81] 55| 75| sof 59 122] 46]112
| sl s| -] 7| 8| ] =] 13| 24| o z6] 20| 23] 12l 10| 7| 10] 13
2 21 | 3| 2] 1| 8| 8| 6] 1] 10] 19] 16 17] 24] 9| 7| of 8] 5| o
23 | 15 3{ el = 8] 1| 4] 2! 13] 25| 16| o 15[ 2zl 7| 2| s| 2] 10 |
3 12 7!21312{1529.1913311201035 E

EEETE 2| 1] -| | & s] -| s 20 14] 7| 20} 20] 5 1l & 4
4 20 | 5| 6 1] 7] 3| 2] -| ef 22| 15] 18] 27} 14| o] 2| 1] —| 1
44 7 3?— 1 1| s 2l -1l 1s] 15|15 18)12] 6] 5 1| 2] 2
5 70 [25 |31 J12[ 27 29[ 10 4 38| as| as| 28] a7[ 41 20|16 13| 6] 3
5p |82 iz| 3] 1|10]1s 10| - |31]22| 19 10 19|14 & 13| 3| —| ¢
e | ol 20 2 42| o] - 25] 25| 10 20| 21 18 sf14] of 2| 1
op | 6s a2l 2| =| 2l=a| s| 1| 17] 27| 13 1] 12] 8] 2| :j 1] 2| 2
7 78 [1a| s -| sfi7| 3] 1fu]2e] sjujnf 7| of 7| 2] 2[ 1
% fess| 1] 1] 4f 2| s -| «| 6] o] ¢ 7] 2] -] 2| || 1
8 7| -] -] «] 5] 2] -| s]s0] 5] 7]14] 3 1—': l=|=
sy oo Jols]-]2]-[-]: JEIE slis] e -[-|=[=[ 5
9 o fs|sf-|aj1|-]-|3f20]2]a|we]s|2]—|—]—] 2
9y | 82 3!2 =N - =] -L 3| 3] 3|15] 2| 2 A S [
w | 1!-- BF -l al=| 3 gl = ===
| T N Y (e g = e ===
11 ss o 1] -1 -]-|3s ,Haill—u—
g Jee frfz)-f -1 -|-|> T T | =
12 1) ag=] -§ 1) =1-=1 1p13| =] 7| 6 2| 3j—| —|—| 1
i2p Jea o |s|-| -fo]|-]-]| 1| -] s]1}1]-|=-]-]|-
13 68 J2|-1-|-]-|-]-|z2]¢l-|7] ]3| -}—]=]-]1
Ml ks ==l =1=] 1]=-]3liz] 1] 1] o] 1 1_:"_52
14 wil-1-1-{-1-1-1-=-{1]8|l-1-]2]-|-—|—Q—=1I—
n o T ) ) (S e [ T"_i | "__"_T_._ =r. |
=2 T A Y
i
| :
| |
Ea'fgl yr- fises | 247 | 141 266 | 327 | 907 869 s85 | 43 | 417

*]l=]an. to June.

2= July to Dec.
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Immuni ation continued’ to be carried out at the Welfare
Centres during the year when 417 children were immunised. The
shortage of nursing staff prevented systematic home visitation
being carried out and more than three-quarters of the children
immunised were approximately one year old and attending regu-
larly the welfare centres. It is estimated that at the end of 1945
56.5%, of children under 5 vear: of age and 74.8% of children
between the ades of 5 and 14 years inclusive had been immunised
through the medium of the authority’s scheme. In addition an
appreciable number of children are immunised under private
arrangements.  Table 15 records the progress of the scheme since
its inception in 1936. j

Moreover 118 children received a reinforcing dose of prophy-
lactic durng 1945, 668 children having been so reinoculated since
January, 1941.

PNEUMONIA.

12 cases of pneumonia were notified in 1945. Two-thirds of
the cases were males and 7 developed the disease in the first seven
weeks of the year. Two cases were admitted to hospital and
both recovered, 2 deaths occurring among the 10 cases nursed at
home. In addition a further 14 deaths were recorded from all
forms of pneumonia of which 2 occurring in hospital and 1
at home could be classified as having suffered from primary
pneumonia. It might reasonably be assumed that in 1945 15
cases of primary or influenzal pneumonia had their origin in this
area among which 5 deaths occurred.

DYSENTERY. .
10 cases of dysentery were notified during 1945,

A small outbreak of bacillary dysentery of the sonné variety
occurred at a day nursery, five cases occurring in a period of
72 hours. One secondary case, a home contact school child, was
discovered and later the organism was recovered from the feces
of a healthy mother who admitted having diarrhceea coincidentally
with her child’s illness. All the cases recovered under freatment.
The nursery had a full complement of children in attendance and
the abrupt cessation of the outbreak following the introduction
of stringent hygienic measures in the nursery is a reflection of
the care and industry of the matron and staff in combating the
outbreak.

Four other cases unconnected with the outbreak were notified
during the year. One adult male died in hospital from bacillary
dysentery, no causal organism having been isolated.
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MEASLES.

177 cases of measles were notified during 1945 the cases
occurring mainly in the North ward during the first half of the
vear. One case was admitted to hospital and no death from this
discase occurred.

ERYSIPELAS.

8 cases occurred mn 1945 two being treated in hospital. No
death occurred.

WHOOPING COUGH.

o4 cases of whooping cough were notified amongst which
there was one death. Two cases were admitted to liospital both
of which recovered.

CEREBRO SPINAL FEVER.

One notified case recovered after treatment in hospital and
one unnotified case died at home from meningitis certified to be
meningococcal in character.

ENTERIC FEVER, OPHTHALMIA NEONATORUM,
ACUTE POLIOMYELITIS, PUERPERAL PYREXIA,
ACUTE POLIOENCEPHALITIS, ACUTE ENCEPHALITIS
LETHARGICA AND MALARIA.

No case of these diseases was notified during 1945.

CHICKEN POX.

58 cases of chicken pox were known to have occurred in 1945.
All cases were nursed at home and no death took place.

TUBERCULOSIS.

New cases of pulmonary tuberculosis continue to be notified
at the higher rate established during the war years 31 cases being
notified, though new non-pulmenary disease continued to lessen
and only 9 cases were notified. 15 deaths ascribed to tuberculosis
occurred.

At the end of 1945 65 males and 51 females were listed in the
register as suffering from pulmonary tuberculosis and 36 males
and 33 females as suffering from non-pulmonary tuberculosis
making a total of 185 residents in the district formally registered
as suffering from this disease.
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SANITARY CIRCUMSTANCES OF THE AREA.

WATER SUPPLY.

The water supply to the area is ample in sufficiency and
excellent in quality. It is derived mainly from the Oldham
Corporation, but in part also from the Middleton and Heywood
Water Board and the Manchester Corporation Reservoirs. All
the three supplies are chlorinated. Almost all, over 99%,, of the
dwelling houses in the area have a piped water supply direct to
the house. No houses derive their water supply from stand pipes
but 44 premises comprised of farms and dwelling houses are sup-
plied from well and spring water.

DRAINAGE AND SEWERAGE.
NEw STrREET Works., No new street works were carried out
during 1945.

CLOSET ACCOMMODATION.

Five waste water closets were converted to fresh water closets
during the year. 1225 complaints of blocked closets were
received, 1,150 of these affecting the waste water type of closet.
This figure corresponds to 37.87%, of the total number of waste
water closets in the district. On the other hand 75 blockages of
fresh water closets occurred, equivalent to 1.05%, of the total in
the area. In addition 355 blocked drains were cleared.

The conversion of pail closets has been the subject of dis-
cussion by the Committee from time to t'me and with the ending
of hostilities a report was called for towards the end of the year
and preliminary measures initiated to effect, so far as is possible,
the complete elimination of this antiquated samitary utensil.

TABLE 22.

MNo. of Mo, of Con- No. of
Type of Closet closets, closets, verted closets

1943 1944 1944
Pail Closets 339 336 — 336
Waste Water Closets ... 3,080 3,088 i1 3,083
Fresh Water Closets .. 7.019 7.108 o 7.108
Total b R ] = ) 10,527 b 10,527



















Milk was also sampled in 96 instances in respect of its cleanli-
ness and Table 28 sets out in detail the source of the milk sampled
and the character and result of the tests carried out. 34.3% of
the samples failed to pass a standard of bacterial cleanliness and
safety as represented by the tests indicated in the table.

These results bring out the unsatisfactorv character of milk
as generally sold to-day and demonstrate the need on the one
lmml for efficient pasteurisation and on the other for effective
technique of production. The farmer has many difficulties to
contend with to-day. Difhculties with feeding stuffs, shortage of
labour and shortage of new equipment are still acute but none of
these constitutes an excuse for the sale of milk which is
hygienically unsafe to drink.

MEAT AND OTHER FOODS.

During 1945, 230 wvisits were paid by sanitary inspectors to
meat shops, bakehouses and places where food is prepared for
sale and 47 visits were paid to other warehouses where food is
stored.

Table 27 shows the type and quantity of foodstuffs con-
demned as unfit for human consumption.

Licences were renewed in respect of 6 slanghterhouses though
slaughtering continues to be carried out at a central slaughter-
house outside the district.

TABLE 27.

lbs. 0Fs,

131 tins of Meat 270 10
Meat and Offal Gd B
124 tins of Fish 119 1l
Prepared Meat and Fish Products 159 14
211 packages Cereals 240 ]
6 tins Vegetables ... i 8
Butter G2 T
Cheese 260 _—
13 tins I x;lpuratu{l ".Illk 11 24
liac:.-n & 20 —
1 jar c:[]’u'n 1 -
Plain Flour ... 360 —
Self-Raising Flour ... 324 —
Raisins 28 ——
Eggs ... (360) 48 —

l ton, 46lbs., 44ozs.
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