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URBAN_DISTRICT COUNCIL OF C.STLEFORD.

ANNUAL HEALTH REPORT.

1943,

To the Chairman and Members of the Castleford Urban
District Council.

I have the honour of presenting to youw, this my third
Annual Report for the year 1943, Once again I heve been
asked by the Ministry of Health to crit complete tables of
local populations as well as cuotations supplied by the
Registrar General, which may eneble =iy subsztantial series
of local pcrulations to be constructed.

Statistics_sand Social Conditions of the /rea.
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There has been a further decercease in the population of
Cagtleford according to the Rezistrar General's returnas,.

BIRTHS.

Live Birth Rate - 19,75 per 1,000 Civilian Population (Legit 18.64)
Live Birth Rate for England and Wales - 1G.5 per 1,000 Civilian
Population.
Live Birth Rate for smaller towns with a populetion between
25,000 and 50,000 - 19.4 per 1,000 Civilian Population.
8till Birth Rate - @.,51 per 1,000 Civilian Population.
8till Birth Rate for Bnglend end Vales = 0.51. per 1,000
Civilian Population,
8till Birth Rate for smaller towns with a population between
25,000 and 50,000 = 0.61 per 1,000 Civilian Population.

DEATHS .

Crude Death Rate - 12,35 per 1,000 Civilian Population.

Death Retec for England and Weles - 12.1 per 1,000 Civilian
Population.

Death Rate for towns with & population between 25,000 and
50,000 - 12,7. per 1,000 Civilian Population,

Death Raza from Puerperel Infections and Post asbortional
Bepsis - Nil.

Death Rate for England and Wales from Puerperal Infections and
Post .bortional Sepsis = 0.73 per 1,000 Total Births.

Death Rate from other liaternal Causes - 1l.24 per 1,000 Total
Births, (Live and 3till)

Death Rete for England and Wales from other Mzternal Causcs
1.45 per 1,000 Total Births. (Live and Still).

DUATH RATE OF INFANTS UNDER ONE YEAR.

For all tnfants - 65.22 per 1,000 Live Births.
For England and Wales - 49 per 1,000 Live Births.
For Legitimate Ipfants = 65.04 per 1,000 Legitimate Live Births.
For Illigiﬁémate Infants - 68.18 per 1,000 Illegitimate Live
B .
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PRINCIPAL CAUSES OF DEATH IN 1943, GIVEN PER 1,000 OF THE
POPULATION.

Heart Disease - 2,68. Other Circulatory Diseases - 0.45.
Bronchitis - 1.19, Pneumonie - 0.68. 0Other Respiratory
Dizeases = 0.18,' Intra-Oranial Vescular Lesioms = 1,.006.
Cancor (all forms) - l.36. Convulsions, Malformations = 0.35.
Premature Birth - 0.27. Suilcide 0.15. iccidents and other
Violent Causcs - 0,28, From all other causes = 0.99%

GENERAL PROVISION OF HE.J,TY SERVICES.

A11 theso 3ervices ineluding 1he : cvoratory, Ambulance,
Nursing, Hunpitals (Infectious Discease and General), Midwifery,
and the Melernity Home are in active operation and running
smoothly.

The gtrcngth of the personnel at the First Aid Posis
remeins the samc as la=st year,

MATERNITY AND CHILD WELFARE,

The Castleford Maternity Home.

To facilitate the smooth working of the inte-Natal Clinies
the nunber of sessions was suzmented to two per week, these
being held on Monday and Wednesday of cach week commencing at
10, 30y 8., This came into operation on lsi April, 1943 and
wasg found to meke for smoother working. In the werds the
number of patients passing through the hands of the nursing
staff remains almnost the same as last year, and every credit
ig duc to Miss Petty and her stalf for the admirable way in
which they carried out their respective duties. As mentioned
in my last report the number of beds at our disposal falls far
short of the number which could be utilised and as a result
of this bed shortage 102 bookings had to be refused in 1943,

Admissions during the year 1943 were :—
Cagtleford Coses 168

WeReOsCe 65
Pontefraect Coses 25
Hethley Coses. 10

Total " 268

Medical Aid was summoned in reppect of 116 Mothers, 7 babies
and 23 Ante-Natal Mothers. As a result of complications 20
Maternity Home paticnis were transferred to the Leeds Maternity
Home, 2 to the Killingbeck Isolation Hospital, 1 to Rothwell
Isolation Hospital and 1 to the Storthes Hall llental Institution.
By arrangement with the County Mediecal Officer of Health, two
patients were admitted to Walton Hall and one to Hazelwood
Castle Emergency Maternity Homes before delivery owing to lack
of accommodation at our home. Cagses sent to other institutions
and not previously admitted to our home numbered 63. Payment
was provided for through the medium of the Leeds Vorkpeoples
Hospital FPund in respect of 25 patients sent to the Leeds Maternity
Home, such payment being arranged direct through the Leeds
Maternity Home,
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Clinics,

It was agein found hnecesgary to reorganise and inerease the
nuniber of Ante-Natal Clinics at three of the four centres. AL
Sagar Street four clinics were held per month instead of three,
end at Airedale and jfhitwood three instead of two. These changes
came into operation at the Sagar Street and at the Alredale Centres
on the 1st April, 1943., and at the Whitwood centre on lst June,
1943, Glass Houghton clinic carricd on as hitherto with two
elinies per month. The jnte-Natal clinice last spproximately up
to two hours and ere now held as follows: Sagar 3treet - the
Firgt four Tuesdays of the month commencing at 10.30. 8. M.

Adredale - The firsi, second, and Tourth Thursdays of thc month

at 1l.30.p.ms Whitwood - The first, sccond and fourth Vednesdays
at 10e304 e Glass Houghton - The Second, and fourth Wednesdays
of the month at 2,30«Del. The Infant Welfare Scssions have not
been altered and were carried on as previously.

I must again thank the Health Visitors Tor their Co-operation
and the tectful way in which they carried out their respective
duties. irs. Wrightson obtained her Health Visitors Certificate
on the 24th March, 1943.

Church Street iar Time Nursery.

Btores and Furniture for this Nursery began to arrive from
the Ministry in Hovenmber, and the Maotron, lirs. Greaves took up
her appointment on the 6th December, 1943.

cad Lice

The Health Visitors report that the incidence of Head Lice
is low in Cestleford and vhere necessary every means is being
adopted to disseminatc practicel information on the tdestment
of this condition. The Vest Riding School nurses rust be
thanked for their co-operation in this matter.

Ohild Life Protection and Adopted children.

We have only one Foster Child on our books and this child
iz in a good home.

Theres are now 20 adopted children in Qastleford and these
are vigited regulerly by the Health Visitors,

Deteils of the li & C.®. Services were rceturned to the liinistry
on the preseribed forms.

DIPHETHERIA IMMUNISATION,.

During 1943 one major and several mincr campaighs were held
to promote and intensify Diphtheria Immmisation in Castleford.
These were supported by a direct appeal to responsible people
in the town, by means of posters and boardings and by Cine Shows.
At the end of 1943, over 80% of the schoolchildren had accepted
imminisation, and we are reaching saturation point so far as they
are concerned, but the position in the case of the under fives
is less satisfactory. Covering the same period only 45% of these
hed been immunised in spite of all the efforts that hcd been
made by the Health Visitors and Doctors to persuade the parents
of these children of the benefits to be derived from cerly
immnisation. Dr, sShuttleworth found it neccssery to resign
her appointment as School Immunisation Doctor on 7th May, 1943
and was succeeded by Dr. Hunter,

154.430.6/44 .M. 0. K.
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The following table shows the nugber of children immunised {
against Diphtheria. : I

Bagar Street, In Schools, *
Complete Immnisations
carried out in 1943, 591 1726
Incomplete imrmnisations
carried out in 1943, 36 266

d 0 = d w0 ]

Immmnisations carried out
by Private Practitioners. 3L 38

Sanltary Clrcumstances of the Area.

These will be treated in the 3znitary Inspectors Report.

SCABIES.

Az in the previous yecr treatment was carried out by the
Full Time Personnesl et the Wesley Street, Wellington Street and
the Red Hill Pirst Aid Posts under the general supervision of
the Health Visitors and the school nurses until March, 1943,
when liss Eaglen was appointed Scebies Nyrse to assist in the
¢Liniecal work and to investigate contacts and to urge treatment
where necessary. It will be noted that the number of treatments
given at the centres is now much more equalised, and no one centre
is bearing an undue burden, This fact is largely due to the
efforts of Nurse Eaglen, who has worked very hard and has shovm
a keen interest in her work and thanks are due to her. The
incidence of Seasbies hes been considerebly reduced since she took
charge end the number of complicated cases are now consclderably
lesz than hitherto. Much preise is also due to the workers at
the Pirast .14 Posts who have helped us so much in our endeavour
to stomp out the disease in gQastleford.

The numbers of ceses of Spgabies treated at the various clinies
during the yecar wes as follows:-

Wesley Wellington Red

Street BSireet Hill Totals.
Cases which attended for
two or more treatments. 571 386 413 1370
Cases which had only one
treatment. 87 58 L7 192

During the past year three patients have been removed to hospitals
These were mainly older people where living conditions were such
that they foiled to respond to treatment.

INFECTIOUS DISEASES (other than Tuberculosis)

The following table shows the inecidence of infectious diseases
in the various age groups, the numbers of ceses removed to Hospital
for treatment and the nunber of deaths.

155 430.6/44 M, 0.H.
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s
Egu arison between nuribers on Tuberculosis Rogister in 1942 and
- 1942, 1943,

Hon- Hon-
Pulmonary. Pulponery Pulnmonory. Pulmnonary

Number of cases on rogister

lst Januery. 153 115 22L 118
New Ceses Notified during

year. 83 12 56 19
Totals. 276 127 280 137

Huriber of cases removed from
register during yecar.
(2) Died. L2 8 39 L

(b) Cured or Trandferred, 10 1 50 L5

Nunber of cases left on
register at the end of the
year. 22, 118 191 88

It W 1l be geen that the murber of new coses notified during
the IEaf, & down in the cese of Pulmonary Tuberculosis but show
an inecrease in the cases of Non-Pulnonary Tuberculosis and that
there is 2 decreasse in the number of deaths,

Venereal Disease,

Treatment for this condition can be obtained at the Clayton
Hospital, Wekefield; the Leeds Venereal Diseases Clinic and at
other odjacent clinies.

Conclusion.

Once agein owing to the present Wer-Time Emergency actuczl
figures have had to be cut down to a minimum but all relevant
facts erce being filed awey for the day when they can be dlsclosed.

I beg to remnin,

Yours faithfully,

Jl Ml PEI'.‘- ﬂﬂ D.I;l,

ledical Officer of Health.
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URBAN DISTRICT OF CASTLEFORD.

To the Chairman and Members of the Council,

I beg to place before you my thirty-firet Annual Report,
consisting of a short statement on the sanitary circumstances of
thegrea, and the activities of the Department under my control,
during the year 1943,

It was inevitable that shortage of materials and labour should
have effect on the work as regards both output and costj this not-
withstanding however it has been found possible to maintain the
various services with a ressonable standard of efficiency.

With a restricted technical staff, we have perrorce confined
our efforts to the bare essentials of sanitery administration, and
this it vould seem will have to continue for the duration of the
War.,

When peace comes, the gualified staff will need to be augmented
if the arrears of work, now steadily accumulating, are to be overtaken.
This will doubtless commend itself to the Council as being in the
interests of public health and amenity.

Housing.

Qur most crying need at the present time is housing accommodation,
and in this matter, the district is similarly placed to many other
districts throughout the country.

PFremises scheduled for demolition must in the nature of things
cteriorate still further, yet in the present scarcity not a houze
can be spared.

Indeed having regard to the overcrowding lnown to exist in
the district, every available building capable of conversion ought
to be brought into use as a war time measure.

Particulars of action are given below.

Remedy of defects during the year without service of formal
notices:-

Number of defective dwelling-houges rendered fit

in consequence of informal action of Local Authority

ﬂr thEiT Ufficerﬂﬁnq;-----.+.--qq---n--;--t---ctoot-tiii32
(This does not include drainage, &c., works.)

(a) Proceedings under Publie Health Lcts.

(1) Number of dwelling-houses in respect of
which notices were served requiring defects
tD bE rEﬂEﬂiEﬂ-..-.;...;.....-.-..;.i.-t-ntuptni l

(2) Wumber of dwelling-houseés in which defects
were remedied after service of formal notices:-
{E.] B:Ir OBl S s sassnsnsnssmainatasan udasosen 2_
(b) By Local Authority in default of owners,., Nil

(1)

100440.6/44.5,1.
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(b) Proceedings under Scctions 9 and 11, Housing Act, 1916,

(1) NMumber of representations ete., made in :
respect of dwelling-houses unfit for habitation....Nil

(2) Number of dwelling-houses in respect of which
Demolition Orders were madCisssssesssssnsnvansssesaliil

{3) (a) ¥umber of dwelling-houses demolished in
pursuance of Demnolition Order8..csssecsssnsnane il
(b) Number of dwellin%—hﬂuses demo lished
“G‘luntlﬂril:f aﬂ un itl‘iiiiili['li‘illiilllll‘iil‘.. 6
(c) Number of dwelling-houses converted to
business prmisesll'i'illl.ili'l.ll.i...i-'.-‘inil

(4) Fumber of dwelling-houses in respect of which
undertakings were accepted from owners:-

(a) To render houses fit for human
habitatl‘inn.l'Il‘l"l"'lil!il'ﬁ"illll‘llll'l'li-ilINil
(b) As to usage other than human habitatioNesseess.Nil

The following is a summary of the action taken under the Hpousing
Acts,1930-36, and the position at the 3lst.March,l1944;-

Part I of the Act. Clearance hAreas -

Mo, of unfit dwelling-houses demolished.seesss 68
HOI G'f pl.I'EUIlE diﬁplﬂﬂﬁdp‘;--p nnnnnnn l-lli-llliii243

Part IT of the Let. Individual U=fit Houses -

No. of dwelling-houses demolished:
Fﬂrmal actianiilillllillilll"l**l‘lllll‘-.mB
Informal Actiofsesnssnsnnasransasnsnnssnsnn 32
No. of dwelling-houses closelessssssssnsnnsnss 27
Parte of Muildings clofeGess vrme fmasmin s = ks
No. of persons displaced fIom aDOVE«secsssesssa0I0
No. of houses made fit:
Pormal Betion....csecassasssnsnsassnscsyurerne
Informal actinn|'||;|'l|ilil&itltIliiii#illg 7

Inspection and Supervision of Food,

Milk Supply.

Particulars as to milk purveyors and producers, dairies, ete.,
are given below;-

No. of Wholesale Traders and Producers of Milk
on the rEEisteriiill!lltiillillllii‘illllll'.l‘ 5

Nio. of retail Purveyors of milk on the register 24

Total nurber of cowsheds in the Districti.sssss

Tﬂtﬂl mamber of Milk CﬂWSil|+i-l-|ltllilir-&!ill

Total number of Dairy and Cowshed inspections.. 62

Hﬂq of 'ﬂﬁcr&ditea“ ) Sl o 40 - Bl - R e SR R Hil

There were two licences issued under the Milk (Special

Designations) Orders, 1936 and 1941, to sell milk as pasteurised,
one of which was a supplementary licence.

Pasteurisation Plant.

The pasteurising plant of the Castleford Co-operative Society
continues to operate and give satisfaction.

The output is approximately 3,500 gallons per day.

161.“&-@’4413!1‘ KE}



Bacteriological Examination of Milk,

No. of samples submitted for the Methylene Blue Test.....3d

Ho. of sampleg satisfying the Methylene Blue TeSteseessse2b

No. of samples taken of Pasteurigsed MilK...eoscsnsvssases

No. which satisfied the Prescribed TeStessssesess Sisid A

No. of samples teken of Sterilised HMilK.icossssssscssses « 5

Fo, which were satislactol¥ecssnssssosssinsssnssonsiaaase 5

No. of samples submitted for the presence of Tub:rcle

Baeilli including the above mentioned samples of

grdinary and Pasgteurieed Milk.iceossssessasssinonsnnannsiisl

No. of samples found to contain Tubercle Bacilli..swsvess L{Ordinar:

Milk)
Food and Drugs Act, 1338,
Sampling.
Total number of samples taken:-

TRFOPHA L. o u v st - 56

Famali LE N NN RN 1':2&

T’Dt-ali IR R R 1-130
Description Nymber Description Humber
Milk: Informal 56 Cocoa Formal b

Formal 23 Eaking Powder *® 3

Butier # 5 Vinegar i 3
Margarine " 5 Coffee ! 3
Lard o 3 Egg Substitute " 1
Sugar il 5 Catmeal " 1
Tea n 4 Seusages " 1
Flour E 2 Yeast " p
Jam M 2 Semolina ] i}
Rice " 1 4s8pirin Tablets" 1
Rice Pudding Powder 1 Mustard n 1
Meat Roll Formal 1

Formal Samples;
The following were found to be adulterated:-

5 1e No, Deacrigtian Action taken
gii Rice Pudding Powder Hinistry of Food
notified.
382 Milk See below.
382 Milk See below.
38 Milk See below.
387 Milk See below.
390 Milk See below.
395 Milk See below.

Referring to the six samples of milk 382-395, these were taken
in Nevember in consequence of adulteration disclosed by informal
gampling, and were all found te contain added water, ranging from
?lm T.-D ].E‘lﬁi

In every case the milk was deficient in non-fatiy solids, and
below the standard required by the Sale of Kilk Regulations.

The presence of added water was confirmed by the freezing point
test, and was further supported by the results of "appeal to cow"
sampling.

Informations were laid in respect of each of the six samples
under Section 3, Food and Druge, 1938, the M:1lk not being of the

nature, gualitr, and substance demandéd by the purchaseér, under
Section for attaching a label calculated to mislead, and under
Section B; for giving to the purchaser a false warranty in writing,

making a total of 1€ charges.
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The complaints were heard at the Castleford Police Court,
and a penalty of £21 including costs was imposed.

One sample of meat roll, one cocoa, and two of vinegar were
classified as doubtful.

Meat and Other Foods,

Slaughtering was continued at the Govermnment controlled slaughter-

house, and inspection of all animals and carcases carried out by a
quali%ied member of the staff.

The number of slaughtermen licensed was 12,

Figures relating to meat inspection are given below.

Carcases I'spected and Condemned.

Cattle Sheep
Excl'g Cows Calves and Pigs
Cows, Lambs
¥o. killed 1165 299 278 4559 86
¥o. inspected 1145 299 278 4559 86
All diseases except
Tuberculosis.
Whole carcases 2 3 Nil 4 2
condemned.,
Carcases of which
some part or organ 26 17 Wil 1 2
_was condemned
bereulogis on
Whole carcases 9 15 2 1 Nil
condemned.
Carcases of which
some part or organ 99 88 Nil Wil 2
was condemned.

Other foodstuffs surrendered as being unfit for human
consumption included the following:-

Eeef 67 1bs Corned lutton 49 tins
Veal 40 1bs Corned Beef 567 tins (6 1lbs)
Ham 14 1bs Corned Beef 766 tine (12 ozs]
Eacon 55 1lbs Beans 87 tins
Pikelets 504 Peas 70 tins
Fish Cakes 753 Steak 16 tins
Fich Fillets 64 stones Fish Roll 16 tins
Onions 389 stones Milk 318 tins
Beans 1091 1bs Fish 56 tins
Flour 74/5 tons Fruit 144 tins
Breakfast Oats 11/5 tons Soup j2 tins
Pork & Sausage Meats 176 tins Tomatoes 25 tins

Food found to be unfit for human consumption was removed and
converted for use in industrial processes.

River Pollutiomn.

From ohservations made thers did not appear to be cause for
action by this Department in respect of discharge from factories
or other premises, /

155 44046/4445. 1, (4)




Water EHEEIE-
The results of sompling are shewn below,

Public Supply
No. of Presumptiive
Nos Date Semple taken B.Coli in 100 ml. Remarks
at of water.
2 10.5.43 Redhill EReservoir None Satisfactory
| 10.5.43 Town Hall lNone Satisfactory
The following samples were taken from a well as part of an invesiiz-
ation carried out in respect of emergency supplies:i-
Nos Date Somple taken Ne. of Presumptive Remarks
at B.Coli in 100 ml.
of woter.
1 10.5.43 Jaggers Farm «180 plus Unsatisfactory
4 10.5.43 Jaggers Farm
{chlorinated) None Satisfactory
gL _Public Swimming Baths
No. of Presumptive
Ho. Date B.Coli in 100 ml. pHs Value Free Chlorine
of water.
5 27.10.43 None 6.9 None

Factories Lct,1937.

Inspection of factoriss was carried out so far as was found
possible with depleted staff. Insufficiency of sanitary accommodation
was found at two foctories and satisfactory arrangements were
subsequently made.

Various alterzstions were required with reference to means cf
egcape in case of fire.

Air Pollution.
Sootfall.

The total socotfall for the year as shewn by the analysis of
deposit passing through our scot gauges was found to be as follows:i-

287.06 tons per sg. mile.

At Cembridge Street -
153.91 tons per sq. nile,

At. hedhill -
Sulphur Estimation.

At Barnes Road = 1.808 milligrammes of 503 per day.
(Katernity Home)

Owing to outside interference, observations at the Town Hall
were discontinued as being unreliable.

In sootfall and sulphur content there was a drop in air
pollution as compared with the previcus year, and fuel restrictions
mey have been to some extent Tﬁspﬁﬂﬂlblﬁ for this,

serious difficulty crose in respect of discharge of black smoke
from 2 factory sgituate in a thickly populated part of the town.
To meet the reguirements of H.M.Forces, together with increased
calls for c¢ivilian purposes, the steam raising plant wes being
worked to full capacity, and the provision of additional plant
was practically precluded owing to war time conditions.

164 4 0u6/44.5.1. (5)




Application was made by the firm concerned to the appropriate
Government Department for licence to instal mechanicel stoking
apparatus, it being considered that this would be effective in
ebating the nuisance, sfter some considerable delay, and intervention
by this Depertment, the permit was issued, and at the time of
writing, manufacture of the apparatus is in progress. "

A position similar to the one above mentioned, arcse in
connection with another factory during the year previous, and
vhich was mentioned in my last Annual Report. The necessary permit
was ilssued in duc course, and the apparatus installed, =5 a result
of which I am pleased to say, the nuisance from black smoke wag
effectively ebated.

Disinfeetion and Defestation.

Disinfection after infectious disease was done by the uau£1
spraying and fumigation.

The furniture and effects of 3 families were subjected to
fumigation before removal to Council owned houses. Fumigation in
respect of vermin was done at 48 houses. |

Arrangements are in operation ot the Depot for the defestaticn
of bedding and clothing of persons treated under the Scabies Order;
the clothing, etc, is collected from the Clinics in bins, and
defestation {s done by stceam.

at the request of the Housing Committee, 86 houses were

examined for the presence of vermin, before change of tenancy
was effected.

Drainage, Sewerage and Sanitary Alterations,

Works cerried out during the year 1943 are summarised below:- :

Privies abolished (redmdant’}iiiiiliilili‘lils
Frivies conv.ried into water closetBussscsses
Slop closets converted to water closetBesesssd
Water closets abﬂlished.i--llliiliilllllilli'“il
Water closets (additional) provided to
E}:iﬂti:ng builﬂil‘lﬂﬁ.-u--u---a
Drains and water closets reconstructed. or
I"Epaired. “ew l69
Drains, water closets, eic., opened or
cleansed. ..« 294
.H.Ehpit-s {wet} abolishédesssonsenssasisnnsnnnn
.[";.Sh'pits {ﬂr?} ﬂ.hﬂlliﬁhf;d....---iiliiiiltiilllﬂil
Ashbins provided in substitution for
E‘.ShpitS- LR i-ﬂil
Chemi(:ﬂ-l closets {_n'EWjl'lii!iiiii“iili"i'llﬂil
Ashbins provided to new buildingB.sssssssssslNil
Ashbins abnlished..;--llnllf.llillil!!!"'t'"il

Statement of sanitary defects or muisances found and results
of action:i-

Total number of inspections for nuisances...l062

Defects or nuisances FounNd.sssssassasssssssssdId (premises)
Number carried over from 1942..ssesssssssasssi

umber sbated during 1943...,.----.-.-'---r--4 1

Number outstanding end of 1943.ssssssnssasses2l0

Notices issued:

Informal notices 140 Complied with.....167 s
Stetutory notices ¢ Complied withessss .
Petroleum Storage. ‘

There were issued during the year 30 licencee for the storage
of petroleum spirit and carbide of caleciumj the quantity allowed to
be stored under licence was 447,382 gallons of petroleum spirit and
2,912 1bs of carbide of calcium,
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Rats and Mice Destruction.

3 "Directions™ were issued by the Director of Infestation
Control under The Infestation Order of 1943, for the making of

a survey as to the extent to which the Urban District was subject
to infestation by rats and mice.

To meet the "directions" and subsequent action it was found
that the arrangements existing for the joint use of a rat-catcher
were inadequate for the purpose and your Council decided to engage
a full-time operator. This was done, and the action has been amply
justified by results.

Public Cleansing, Transport and Salvage,

"

Work under this heading was maintained throughout the year,
and again prominence was given to the national need for salvage
of re-usable materials.

The Department engaged in the Yorksghire County Book Drive,
having as its aim, 100,000 books. The aim was more than achieved, the
final result being over 115,000 books.

Collection of foodwaste was continued with beneficial results
to local pig-keepers, while efforts were made to increase the collection
of bones by distributing special bins for the purpose.

Again T would call attention to the apathetic attitude of many
of our gaﬂple in this matter, Having regard tec our population, the
yiel? od materials should be much higher than is at present being
obtalined.

With reference to refuse disposal I am pleased to say that the
£filling up of the guarry at Healdfield will in the course of the next
few months be completed. The work was commenced in 1940, and hac gone
steadily forvard; its completion will mark the removal of a danger
spot, and the provision in its place of a school playing field.

It was found necessary towards the end of the year to carry out
extensive repairs et the refuse incinerator for the first time since
its construction some nine years ago.

Owing to the mildness of the winter little was called for in
the cdirection of snow removal and gritting.

Transport vehicles were maintained and used in the géneral
service of the Council.

The motor ambulance service continued to function and was
greatly appreciated by those requirinz it.

Owing to the final finencial figures not being at present
available, I am unable to give the usual information as to costis,
but arrengements have been made for a supplementary report to be issued |
when these figures are known.

Civil Defence.

The Department continued to maintain the following services.-
General Jecontamination, Food Decontamination and Ambulance.

Qur own workmen continue to be the mainstay of the general
decontamination service, and gave it loyal support throughout the
year,

For food decontamination we have a personnel of 24 drawn chiefly
from the food distributing trades. Training is being continued.
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