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Urban District Council of Castleford.

ANNUAL HEALTH REPORT, 1937.

To THE CaHAlRMAN AND MEMBERS 0F THE (CASTLEFORD
Ugrsany DistricT CoOUNCIL.

I have the honour of placing before you my twenty-fourth
Annual Report, being a report on the health of your District
for the year ended 31st December, 1937,

Statistics and Social Conditions of the Area.

Area ... 564 acres.

Population (estimated 1937. R.G.) e BT
Number of Inhabited Houses (end of 1937) ... 4912
Rateable Value e £95,394
Sum represented by a Penny Rate ... el 2396

The density of population yields the figure of 35 persons
per acre. This fhgure 1s based on the Registrar General's
estimate at mid-year 1937.

Arising from various causes, such as outward migration
consequent upon building activity outside the District, fluc-
tuation of trade and industry, and a reduced birth rate, we
have been faced for some years past with a decline in popula-
tion.

It is, however, the first time for many years that our
population has been estimated to be below 20,000,

The area is closely built upon, and there 1s practically no
land available for further extensive building operations.

The District is essentiallv of an industrial character, and
is dependent chiefly upon coal-mining, the manufacture of
glass bottles, chemicals, bricks, pottery, and confectionery.

It is pleasing to note that prospects are improving in the
District in regard to unemployment.
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Deaths from Measles (all ages)
from Whooping Cough (all 1gea} 1
Diarrhoea (under two years of age) ... 3

There was no unusual or excessive sickness or mortality
in the District during the year, which required comment.

Notes on Births and Deaths.

In accordance with Circular 1561 of the Ministry of
Health I have again used as the basis of calculations the
figures supplied by the Registrar General.

BIRTHS.

Live births 329: of these, 161 were males and 168 females.
The illegitimate births included in the above figures were
16, viz: 5 males and 11 females. This gives a birth rate of
16.61 per 1,000 and is slightly higher than last vear's rate,
viz: 1633 per 1,000 of the population.

The Birth Rate of England and Wales for 1937 was 14.90
per 1,000 of the population,

The number of births (adjusted for outward and inward
transfers) notified to me under the Notification of Births
Acts was (live births 461, while there were also notified 12
still births. Total 473.

The disparity between these figures and those given to
us by the Registrar General is due partly to the number of
births occurring in our Maternity Home, which havc to he
outwardly transferred, and partly to the difference in time
allowed under the relevant Acts for Notification and Regis-

tration.

DEATHS.
There have been 253 deaths registered at Somerset House,
which includes 87 inwardly transferred deaths, and 14 deaths

outwardly transferred.

These figures give a crude annual death rate of 12.77 per
1,000 of the estimated resident population for the vear 1937 ;
in 1936 the rate was 14.66.
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Graph shewing fluctuation of
Infant Mortality and Birth Rates
Years 1919 to 1937
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5—HOSPITALS PROVIDED.

A. (1)—Fever. The Council is a constituent authority of
the Normanton and District Joint Isolation Hospital
Committee; infectious cases, where removal is
necessary, are received at the Committee’s Hospital
at Aketon.

(2)—SmaLL-Pox. The Joint Committee provided for re-
ception of cases at their Glass Houghton Small-Pox
Hospital.

B. (1)—TueercurLosis. A Tuberculosis Centre is provided at
Pontefract by the West Riding County Council.

(2)—MaTerNiTY. The Castleford War Memorial Mater-
nity Home receives normal cases from the Town
and District. Thirteen beds are provided, two of
which are retained by the West Riding County
Council. The accommodation above mentioned in-
cludes two private wards. At the suggestion of the
Ministry of Health, arrangements have been made
for the reception of complicated cases at the Wake-
field Maternity Hospital and the Leeds Maternity
Hospital.

Cases of Puerperal Fever and Puerperal Pyrexia
are treated at the Clayton Hospital, Wakefield, and
also, by arrangement with the Leeds Corporation, at
the Seacroft Hospital, Leeds.

(3)—CHiLbREN. Special cases treated at Leeds General
Infirmary, the Pontefract Infirmary, and the Castle-
ford, Normanton and District Hospital.

(4)—OtneEr. The Castleford, Normanton and District
Hospital is available for the reception of surgical
and accident cases and is a great boon to our peopie.
In addition to the general wards there are two
private wards provided.

The General Infirmary at Leeds, and the Ponte-
fract Infirmary, are also available.
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Table shewing the Occurrence of Infectious Diseases *
during the years 1933 to 1937 inclusive.

DISEASE

Scarlet Fever
Diphtheria and
Membranous Croup

Ophthalmia
Neonatorum .o
Erysipelas o
Pneumonia -
Enteric Fever
Puerperal Fever ..
Puerperal Pyrexia ..
Smallpox
Cerebro Spinal
Meningitis

Acute Poliomyelitis . -

| I
1933 | 1934 | 1935 | 1936 | 1937
jogeless a1 | 31l | 2
67 F i 37 40 37

0 0 0 0 2
6 7 7 3 7
gz | P =2 1s 8 | 13
0 0 2 0 0
2 2 0 0 g
3 1 2 1 .
1 0 0 0 0
1] 1 1 0 0
0 0 0 0 1

Cases notified from the various Wards, Year 1937

Eor s ] '

[~ x & | i u

s sl < 8| 2|8 5|3
Notified Diseases = - s & S o =
o | o X o o — =

BBl B | & | B | &
Scarlet Fever foloasl ol 571 16 | 1%L 29
Diphtheria A el 2 | 17 | sl 37
Enteric Fever 0 | 0 g--|—0-1 @ 0 0
Pneumonia ‘e 2 0 2 3 3 3=, 13
Puerperal Pyrexia e 0 l 0 S 0 0 2
Cerebro Spinal Meningitie .38 N ] I S s e - O R (O
Erysipelas .- 0| O 2 3 ] 1 7
Ophthalmia Neonatorum 0 0 o| O 2 0 2
Acute Poliomyelitis i 0| 0O 0 0 1 0 1
Total 8| 6| 8|16|40 | 13|91
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Deaths due to Seven Principal Zymotic Diseases.

Enteric Fever
Scarlet Fever

Ihphtheria and Membranous Croup ...

Diarrhcea and Enteritis
Measles

Small-Pox

Whooping Cough

Total

0
0
1
0
0
0
I

2

The death rate from the seven principal Zymotic diseases

was 0.10

1 per 1,000 of the population.

The rate for the previous year was 0,44 per 1,000,

Ophthalmia Neonatorum.

There were two cases notified during the vear.

TUBERCULOSIS.
New Cases and Mortality during 1937.

New Cases Deaths
Notifi- ~ = ] =
cations on-
.lj’l..l-]_ﬂ:l_on_ﬂ.i | E'{!E“_ﬂ _Puhfmnary T.‘_*Inn-Puimmi.“

LTI o | Fol m | Fo| M| F
——— _l— ——i | . = —

At all | I

Ages | T e 4 5 6 1 0

| |

Under l | |

lyear | O 0 0 0 T PRy o vl
l1to 5 f

vears | 0 0 1 1 0 ; 0 1 0
5010/ 0 | 0 0 0 1 if<ie 0 0
10to 15( O 1 R 0 pioik. 23] 0 0
e a3 | 1 0 THr A 0 0
20t0 25| 3 7 0 1 0| o 0 0
Stodal 2 | 3 0 2 i e 0 0
35to 45 L 1 1 0 0 | () 0 0
45t055| 1 1 0 0 1 2 0 0
55 to 65 4 | 2 0 0 X 0 0 G
Over i | |
65 years | S (N ¢ DECREET) 0 | 0 0 i 0

|
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(ii) Number of persons concerned in such cases 170

(d).—Particulars of any cases in which dwelling-
houses have again become overcrowded
after the Local Authority have taken steps
for the abatement of overcrowding e oAl

Milk Supply.

Nearly the whole of our milk supply is produced outside
the District, and attention is therefore confined mainly to
distribution by retailers.

Distribution is chiefly from door to door, by means of
hand can, replenished from time to time from churns con-
veyed in motor or horse vehicle. It is pleasing to note,
however, that the use of closed bottles 1s gradually extending
to “ordinary ” milk in addition to that sold under special
designations,

Our retailers are, on the whole, careful in their methods
of purveying milk to the public.

We have only one cowshed in the District; four cows
are kept.

There are 44 retailers of milk on the register, of which
number 20 are producers and retailers, and 24 retailers only.

There is one wholesale dealer registered.

There were two licences issued under the Milk (Special
Designations) Order, 1936, to sell milk as Pasteurised, one of
which is a supplementary licence.

Other bottled milk is sold in a number of shops, described
under various names, for which no licence is required.

Under the Food and Drugs (Adulteration) Act, 1928, iu
addition to the samples of milk taken by the officers of the
West Riding County Council, 37 samples were taken on behalf
of the Urban District Council and submitted for analysis
Of these one was found not to be genuine.
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MONTHLY SOOTFALL IN 1937.

TONS Tons per Square Mile. TONS
65 G5
60 60
23 55
50 50
45 45
40 40
35 35
30 30
25 25
20 20
15 15
10 10
5 5
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ANNUAL SOOTFALL FOR LAST FIVE YEARS.

Tons per square mile.
TONS TONS

400 400

300 300
200 200
100 100

1933
1934






There 1s a general readiness to close shops on Bank
| lulidays and the days succeeding, but there is a reluctance
on the part of certain shopkeepers to comply with the Even-
ing Closing Orders, particularly on certain evenings.

In compliance with Circular 1650, I submit below a special
report on the heating of your Market Halls, as submitted to
vour Council on the 24th March, 1937.

¢ To tHE CHAIRMAN AND MEMBERS OF THE COUNCIL,
(JENTLEMEN,

In accordance with your instructions, I submit below 2
report on your Market Halls, in respect of heating and the
requirements of the Shops Acts in that behalf.

Present Conditions.

For the purpose of obtaining accurate and reliable data,
mvestigation has been made of temperatures in the shops in
the General Market and in the Meat and Fish Market on
two separate days. This gave the following results:—

Investigation, 11th March, 1937:

Outdoor temperature ... : ; T Lt o
Average temperature General Market e 407E
Average temperature Fish and Meat Market 35°F

Investigation 18th March, 1937 :

Outdoor temperature ... o
Average temperature f_reneral Market L5, & AR
Average temperature Fish and Meat Market J51°F

Temperatures were taken in 39 shops.

It will be seen that the temperature out-of-doors 1is
readily reflected inside the Market, and that on the 1lth
March, when the thermometer registered one degree below
freezing point outside, the inside temperature was much
below that required for ordinary comfort. On the day in
question the temperature in the centre of the General Markct

was 37°F.

The temperature required for comfort in an average shop
is about 55°F.
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Practice in others Towns.

I have made inquiries as to what is being done in the
matter of Market heating in several other towns, and the
information I have received is briefly stated as follows :—

Huddersfield. Heating by low pressure hot water system
pipes being carried over tops of shops; also by wall
radiators.

Bradford. General Market heated by low pressure hot
water system to temperature of 50° F to 52°F. Provi-
sion dealers do not object to a temperature of 50°F.
The Meat and Fish Market is not heated, but the
butchers’ shops have fireplaces provided, and these are
used regularly.

Halifax. No general heating at present, but several
systems are being tried out. They strongly recommend
low pressure hot water.

Leeds. No general heating, but this is not practicable
owing to Market being for wholesale and retail trade,
with open entrances and carriage ways. Open coke
braziers permitted. They recommend heating system
for retail market.

Blackburn. General heating provided in 1935 by low
pressure hot water unit heater system, giving a tem-
perature of 55°F with thermostatic control. Coke-fired
boiler, with electric fans delivering air to heating
batteries.

General.

I have ascertained the views of the Northern Assurance
Company, with whom I understand the Market Halls are
insured, as to the use of gas and electric heaters by individual
tenants, and while they do not prohibit such appliances under
our present terms of insurance, they are strongly in favour
of low pressure heating with an outside boiler.
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Propaganda.
Health and Safety-First Week and Exhibition.

This was held during the week 18th to 23rd January, 1937,

The Exhibiton was formally opened by the Rt. Hon.
Arthur Greenwood, M.P., former Minister of Health, who
gave the week’s effort an excellent send-off in his address
and general interest,

The Exhibition was held in the Methodist Schoolroom,
Wesley Street (by kind permission of the Trustees), and
comprised many exhibits, giving a wide range of educative
illustrations. In spite of adverse climatic conditions, great
numbers of people visited the Exhibition and from the many
questions asked of the attendants it was clear that much
interest was aroused.

Lectures were held each evening, and which were fairly
well attended.

Assistance in the matter of exhibits and advertising
materials was very kindly given by the following: Castleford
and Whitwood Gas Co.; Allinson’s Flour Mills; Yorkshire
Electric Power Co.; British Commercial Gas Association; The
Yorkshire Coking and Chemical Co.; Messrs. Hartley and
Sugden, Halifax; Messrs. Milne & Needham, Leeds; Messrs.
Adams Hydraulics, York; The Royal Sanitary Institute; The
National Milk Publicity Council; The Leeds Co-operative
Society; National Smoke Abatement Society; The Healtl
and Cleanliness Council; The National Baby Week Council ;
The Public Health Department, Leeds (per Dr. J. J. Jervis):
The Ministry of Agriculture and Fisheries; and The National
Safety-First Association.

The series of Lectures was as follows:—

Day Subject Lecturer

Monday ... Milk ... ... Mr. Bransby, of the National
Milk Publicity Council.

Tuesday ... Maternity and Dr. Jessie Eells, Wakefield
Child Welfare Maternity Hospital.
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