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Anpual Health Report, 1925.

To THE CHAIRMAN AND MEMBERS OF THE URBAN IISTRICT

CounNcIL.

GENTLEMEN,

I have the honovr of placing before you my twelfth Annual
Report, being a report on the health of your Distriet for the year
ending 31st December, 1925, and also a survey of public health
matters during the past five vears as required by the Ministry
of Health.

NATURAL AND SOCIAL CONDITIONS.

Area ¥ 564 acres,
Population (at Census of 1921) S5 i 24,185
Estimated population (1925) o it 24 940

The town of Castleford is situate in the valley of the River
Aire near its confluence with the River Calder, and forms a natural
drainage area for the higher districts surrounding.

It has but a moderate altitude, ranging from 37 ft. in the
lower parts to 105 ft. above sea level, 0.D., in the higher parts.

The subsoil varies from clay to gravel and sand overlying
shales and sandstones on the upper coal formation,

3












Deaths under One Year, giving the Ages at Death.
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GENERAL PROVISION OF HEALTH SERVICES.
Hospitals available.

(1)—Tusercurosis. A Tuberculosis Centre is provided at
Pontefract by the West Riding County Counecil.

(2)—MATERNITY. Arrangements are made for the reception of
cases at Leeds Maternity Hospital and Wakefield Maternity
Home.

(3)—CHILDREN. Special cases treated at Leeds General Infirmary
or Pontefract Infirmary.

(4)—FEveEr. The Council is a constituent authority of the
Normanton and District Joint Isolation Hospital Com-
mittee ; infectious cases, where removal is necessary, are
received at the Committee’s Hospital at Aketon,

(5)—SmaLL-Pox. The Joint Committee provide for the reception
of cases at their Glass Houghton Small-Pox Hospital.

(6).—OTHER. None at present. A scheme for the provision of
a Maternity Hospital is in existence, and it is expected
that a commencement of building operations will be made
in the near future.
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“ From this it will be seen that the relief in house shortage
which might reasonably have been expected on account of house
building activity outside the District has been more than counter-
balanced by the number of new-comers who are tenant-occupiers.

STRUCTURAL TyprES Axp CoNpiTioN OF HoUsES.

The houses generally throughout the District are of the type
known as working class houses containing four to six rooms, with
through ventilation. Yard space at rear is usually ample, with
sanitary conveniences situate in the yards. About half the houses
are provided with water closets, the remainder being on the
conservaney system.

A number of houses require extensive repairs, whilst some
are structurally unfit for human habitation. These conditions
cannot be adequately dealt with while the existing house shortage
continues.

All the houses in the District of the * back-to-back ™ type
have been placed in the category of * unfit =" houses.

Leaving out of account " unhealthy areas ” which are dealt
with later, there are 208 * unfit” houses, comprising 25
*“ through,” 99 °* back-to-back,” and 84 * single” houses. Of
these it is estimated that 97 will be made fit, leaving a nett total
of 111. Including ° unhealthy areas”™ the total number of
“ unfit 7’ houses is as follows :(—

37 “ through ", 102 * back-to-back ” and 130 * single”
houses.

UNHEALTHY AREAS,

It was decided during the last survey to officially represent
four areas as *° unhealthy areas ” requiring improvement schemes.
As the conditions are unchanged, the following paragraph is
repeated from the last Report.

“ On account of the crowding of buildings on space, want of
proper light and ventilation, houses unfit for human habitation
and bad arrangement of premises generally, it has been found
desirable to officially represent four areas of the town as
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(2) Number of dwelling houses in which defects were
remedied after service of Formal Notices :—

(a) By Owners i .. None
(b) By Local Authority in defﬂ,ult of ﬂ“nerq .. None

C'.— Proceedings under Sections 11, 14, and 15 of the Housing
Act, 1925,

(1) Number of representations made with a view to the
making of Closing Orders .. : . None
(2) Number of dwelling houses in 1v-.p-u.t of w hu.'h
Closing Orders were made .. : Nona
(3) Number of dwelling houses in respect nf '-.whn:h
Closing Orders were determined, the dwelling
houses having been rendered fit & None
(4) Number of dwelling houses in respect of \-.hu: h
Demolition Orders were made 4 .. None
(5) Number of dwelling houses demolished in pursuance
of Demolition Orders 4 s .. None

INSPECTION AND SUPERVISION OF FOOD.
(a)—Milk Supply.

The supply is almost entirely produced outside the
District, and is brought in by rail, motor and horse transport.

There appears to be no inadequacy as regards quantity,
and speaking generally it is of good quality. The method of
distribution is usually by means of a hand-can from which
it is ladled into the consumer’s jug, a method which is open
to considerable objection on grounds of liability to con-
tamination of the milk by dust, when the hand-can is opened
in the street.

A supply of “ Grade A" milk has recently been ob-
tained for the town, and while the quantity taken is at
present small, it is hoped that its use will inerease as the
public learn to appreciatc its value, particularly for the
feeding of infants and older children.

There i1s only one cowshed in the District; there are
three cows kept. The cowshed is in fair struetural condition.
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Four of the samples taken, from one purveyor, and
whose milk was already under suspicion, were found to be
adulterated, and prosecution was undertaken. Penalties of
25/- in sach of the 4 cases, were imposed.

SANITARY IMPROVEMENTS.

As in previous years this branch of work has engaged a good
deal of attention, always with a view to the ultimate abolition
of closet accommodation on the conservancy system.

Owners are generally found to be reluctant to incur expense
in this direction, an attitude which is doubtless influenced by
depression of trade in the District.

Procedure has been chiefly under the provisions of the Public
Health Acts Amendment Act of 1907, Section 39.

There were 122 privies converted to water-closets, of which
number 78 were executed by this Department in default of owner,
and a proportion of the cost recovered in accordance with the
Statute, 41 were carried out by the owners under special arrange-
ment and a proportion of the cost paid to them, and the remainder
were done by owners voluntarily.

The following summary shows the works carried out under this
head during the year :—

Privies converted to water-closets = i 122
Slop-closets converted to water-closets .. 2 3
Water-closets (additional) provided to existing

buildings i o i 22
Water-closets provided to new hulldmgs o7 A 13
Ashpits (wet) abolished 1 8 e b 66
Ashpits (dry) abolished e Lo 1
Ashbins provided in substitution for .&Hh]}lh = 137
Ashbins provided for new buildings 1 : 13
Drains re-constructed or repaired in connection w 1th

existing buildings o e i 152
Drains, water-closets. &c., opened and cleansed .. 178
Drains provided to new buildings ; & 30
Sinks and water provided to existing bu.]]-:lmg*: i 11
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Disinfection and Disinfestation.

Disinfection of premises after all cases of infectious disease
is carried out by means of spraying and fumigation. There
were 74 houses disinfected during the year.

Bedding and clothing of Scarlet Fever, Diphtheria, and
Enteric Fever are treated by steam at the Aketon Isolation
Hospital.

We have no apparatus available for the efficient disinfection
of bedding and elothing of Tuberculosis patients. Disinfectant
is supplied to the home, and directions given as to its use. On
the termination of a case, the patient’s room is spraved and
fumigated.

Premises infested with vermin are dealt with by fumigation
or spraying with insecticide, or both.

It is desirable that the ** Velox " disinfector which the Covneil
already possess, and awaits the provision of a suitable building,
be installed and brought into use as early as possible.

OTHER SANITARY CONDITIONS REQUIRING NOTICE.

Smoke Abatement.

This matter has received serious consideration and attention
during the year.

Owing to our community being chiefly engaged in coal mining,
and in consequence the majority of the householders burning what
is known as ** colliers’ coal,” a fuel of low quality supplied monthly
at a nominal cost, it is probable that a high proportion of the
smoke in the area is discharged from the domestic chimney.
Notwithstanding this, however, there is considerable pollution
of the air from steam raising and process plants, much of which
might be avoided. A number of observations were taken, and
the attention of the firms concerned was drawn to the nuisance,
as a result of which there has been some improvement. The
provision of apparatus for the burning of smokeless fuel is now
under consideration by one of the firms above mentioned. In
addition to air pollution occurring within the area, a considerable
amount is caused by chimneys and process plants situate just
beyond our borders.
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I find that by the better class shop-keeper, shops legislation
is welcomed and appreciated as being in the best interests of all
those engaged in the distributive trades, as well as the general
public.

(Considerable difficulty arises however in the case of the
mixed business, and it often occurs that while a shop is legally
open for the sale of some exempted commodity, other goods are
being sold under cover of such exemption, to the detriment of
the man who is loyally observing the letter and spirit of the law.

While in some cases it is probable that in a mixed shop
non-exempted goods are sold from the fear of giving offence to
a customer, there is good reason for believing that in other cases
the practice is deliberate and intentional.

There were 6 prosecutions instituted for offences under the
Shops Acts, 2 of which were taken to prove the practice above
mentioned, and all were down for hearing on the same day.
In the first case taken no defence was offered, but objection was
raised that my auwthorization was not under the Common Seal
of the Council. Although it was pointed out to the Bench that
this was not required by the Act, the objection was upheld, and
in consequence the remaining cases were withdrawn.

Subsequent cases have however been taken, and convictions
obtained without alteration in the terms of my authorization.
Petroleum Storage.

The supervision of petrolenm storage in accordance with
the provisions of the Petrolenm Acts, is carried out by this
Department.

There were 21 licences issued during the year, mostly for
tank storage.

The quantity of petroleum spirit allowed to be stored under
licence is 73,800 gallons.

Three licences were issued to store carbide of caleium, the
guantity allowed being 3,072 Ibs,

The regulations are well observed.
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