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ANNUAL REPORT OF THE MEDICAL OFFICER OF HEDALTH 1946,

Mr, Chalilrman, Lady,.& Gentlemen,

I hercwlth beg to submit my Annual Report on
the heglth of the district for the year ending
31st December, 1946,

Statistics and Social Conditlons of the Lroa.

Arca (in acres) ... i A vy Bey (HelE
Population RN e
Number &f inhablted housce .. welerl 3, ibd8E
Rateable Value ... inid s «++£101, KB6,
Sum represented by a penny rate B £412,

The two maln occupations in the arca are coal
mining and agriculture, the former belng in the
eastern part of the dlstriet,

BIRTHS.
M, ¥,
Legitimate 108 94
Illegitimate 5 4

113 98 = 211,

Birth Rate:~ 16.4. per 1,000 per annum compared
with 14.6. per 1,000 per annum in 1945,
Birth Rate for England and Wales in
1946 was 19.6 per 1,000 per annum,

STILL BIRTHS.

M. F.
Legitinate, 2 2,
Illegzitimate, - 1

£ o8 - 5,




& L4
Total Rate’ (Live and 8t111) 17.2. per 1,000 per
annum conpared, with 14.9 per 1,000 per annum in 1245,
DEATHS .

The total number of deathe registered during
the year was 135 compared with 149 in 1945,

Death Rate:—~ 10,7 per 1,000 per annum compared with
11,6 per 1,000 per annum in 1945,

The death rate for England and Wales in 194J
was 11,5 per 1,000 per annunm,

The two main causes of deaths were:-—

Tuberculosis ... e Al L)
Heart Diseage ... P o o 1o )

5.

Denthe from Puerreral Sepsis and other Puernperal Couseas,

The total number of fAeaths under one year of
age was | conmpared with 11 in 1945.

M. F.
Legltimate 4 %
Illegitimate - -

T TR oL

Death rate of all Infants under one year per
1,000 Live Births was 43 compared with 50.9 in 1945,

Deaths from Cancer:~ There were 15 deaths from
this cause.

" H TPyphoid Fever - N1l
" i Measlas Nil
..t §hoooing Cough 1
I u Diarrhoea il
n " Tuberculosis

(Respiratory & other forms) 15,



GENERAL PROVISIONS OF HEALTH SERVICES FOR THE AR,

3 [ Laboratory Faeilities,

The exanination and analysis of Clinical Material
(Sputum, S8wabs, ete.,) Milk and water 1s under the
control of the County Council,

2e. - Nursing ih the Home,

(4) General. Most of the district is supplied
with nurses having the C.M.B. qualifications and
supplied by the County lNursing Assoclation, under the
control of the County Councll, the funds beina provided
by voluntary contributions, with the additlon in
some instance of emall fees.

(B) Infectious Diseases. Relief nurses from the
County Nursing issoclatlion when avallatble,

3 Hospitals.

(4A) Infectious Disease - West Northumberland Joint
Infectious Hoepital situated at Lemington; takes in
cases from Newburn, Gosforth, Prudhoe, and Hexhan Urban
Egstricts, and from Hexhan and Castle Ward Districts.

beds.

(B) Smallpox. Arrangenents have now been made with
the Earsdon Joint Hospital Board to remove and treat
cases occuring in this area,

(C) Tuberculosis, Provision 1s made by the
County BEouncil.-in thelr sanatoria and lnnteland Emergency
Hospital.

(D) Gensral Medical and Surgical. Treated in the
various Hospitals in Newcastle-upon-Tyne,

(E) Maternity., Princess Mary Maternity Hospital,
Newcastle-unon-Tyne, Newcastle General Hospltal (abnarmel
cases) Dilston Hall, Corbridge anﬂ Mona Taylor Maternity
Home, Stannington.

4., Ambulance Facilities,.

(A) Infectious Cases, - Removed by respective
Hoepltal Authorities,

(B) Non-Infectlous and Accident Cnses., The district
ie served hy ambulance from National Coal Board East
Walbottle Unit, Ponteland, Corbridge Branch British Red
Cross Bociety, Dinnington Colliery and Morpeth R.D.C.,
errangemnents having been made with the varilous
authoritles mentlioned,

il



FREVALANCE OF, AND CONTROL OVER. TN¥NCPICUS DISEASE.

Total Cases Total No|¢
Diceass, Cases oocuring Deaths,
Netified in the Forces
Bmallpor ; Nil Nil Nil
Scarlet Fever, 224) Nil Mil
Frneunonlia : 10 1
Puerperal Pyrexia ' 8 Nil Nil
Whooping Couvgh Sy Nil 1
Dipatheria il Nil il
Erysinelas £ Nil Nil
Measles K7 Nil Nil
Dysentery (Sonne') 1 Nil Nil
Malaria 4 3 Nil
Cerebro Spinal 135 | Nil Nil
Meningitis, :
1
TOTAL CASES, 169 4 4

Cases in Forces are ihcluded in the total.

Scarlet Fever

20 cases notified compared with 34 in 1945.

Diphtheria,

4 Cases were notified compared with 8 in 1945,

The nunber of children immunised during the year
was 301 compared with 284 in 1945. I consider
that the percentage of children protected in this
area is satisfactory.

Tuberculosis.

Fulmonary : Nén-Pulmonary.
M. Fp [ Ilj. FI
5 4 | 1 1

i

I

g,



School Closure.

No schools were closed during the year on
account of infectlious dlscase or other causca,

Bacteriological Examination.

Posltive Negative | Total,

Sputum for T,B. 7 33 40
-Bwabs for B,Diphtheria E, 32 35
Blood for Agglutination 1 1
Miscellaneous specimens 34

. : —t

There are many districts which require ncew houses
and water supplles, Dinnington Colliery heing the
"Black Spot" of the district, Progress will be made
in those directions as soon as material and lahour will
#1llow, as people must be re-housed to allow repalre or

emalition to proceed,

The result of a brief survey of the Nine Centres
of Development in the area shows that agricultural
housing is definitely sub-standard. It 18 to be hoped
that grants for the rcconditioning of rural houscs be
re-instituted, By this means 1t would be an encourage-—
ment for the owners of agricultural property to bring the
houses up to the necessary standard. e.g. bathroon,
hot and cold water ete.,

I would like to thank the Council for thelr
sympathetic consideration to me. My thanks 1s also
due to ny colleagues in the department for help in the
production of this report and for their asslstance
during the year,

I am
lir, Chairman, Lady & Gentlemen,
Your Obedicnt Servant,
HARALD J. NICHOLSON M.B,Ch.B.
Medical Officer of Health,

1-1-6-—



ANNUAL . REPORT OF THE SaM{TARY TNCDPEOTOR 154-

ey et

Mr,., Chairman, Lady & Gentlemen,

I beg to present for your conslderatlon the
Annual Report of the work of the Sanifary Department,

SANITARY CIRCUMSTANCES OF THE AREA.

WATER .

The Newecanstle & Gateshead Water Company supply
water under pressurce to the Eastern part of the
~district. It is considered that approxlmately two

thirds of the population are served from thies source.
The remainder which are sprecad over the western,
north western,and south western part of the district
rely on wells and springs, and in a few cascs boreholes,
A conprehensive scheme for supplylng the entlre arca
of the district with a piped water sppply 1is under
consideration,

Private Water Supnlies.

‘The following villages are supplicd by the owners
of the estates:~ Stannington, Belsay, Capheaton, llatfen,
Dalton, Berwick Hill, Ryal and Ogle,

Council Water Supplies.

The Council sﬁpnlies water under pressure to the
villages of i~ Whalton, Stamfordham, Kirkheaton and Heddol

During the year under review,samples taken from
each ¢ the four supplies for Chemical Analysis and
Bazuariclogical Examinatiomy were reported by the Analyst
as neing water sultable for drinking and domestlc use.

During the year twenty elight samples of water
were submitted to the County Laboratory at Newburn
for Bacteriologlcal Examination, the rcsults of which
are appendedie

Clase 1. Class 11, Class 11l Clas aV
18 2 5 3

e



Drainagze and Sewerage.

There have been extensions, remodelling, and
new systems complete with septic tank and filter
beds laild during the year, In this connection
614 yards of Arains heve been tested, the works
comprising of 10 extensions, 3 remodelling and
2 new drailnage systems, In all cases the works
are discussed wilth Owners and Bullders with advantage
to both Owner and “ullder,

Closet Accormmodation.

There have been 16 conversione from Privy
Ashplts to ®he water carriage system, The owners of
fourteen houses took advantage of the Council's offer
of providing part of the cost of the work of
converslon. :

Rivere and Streams.

One case of nollution under this heading wae
Aiscovered and dealt with satisfactorily.

Cleansing,

The work of cleanslng is done bﬁ direct labour
with the exception of the Farish of Heddon-on-the-Wall,
this was however taken over in Deccember, The Parishes
now belng serviced by thils method are, Ponteland,
Darras Hall, Little Callerton, Heddon-on-the-Wall,
Whelton, West Brunton, and North Gosforth., A number of
houses in the Parishes of Voolsington, Newbiggin and
Frestwicsk are serviced by arrangement. After dellivery
of the new refuse collector,it is anticlpated that 1t
will he possible to extend the cleansing service to

the Parishes of Woolsington, Newblggin, Whorlton East
and Yest, Black Callerton, High Callerton, FPrestwick,
East Erunton ahd Dinnington.

S8alvagce,

This still claims a place of paramount importance.
There hus been an increase of 3% tons over the 1945
ecollection, it is however, regretable to find the apathy
of people in general towards saving salvage.

The work of collection is done partly in conjunction
with the collection of rofuse and partly by speclal
collection. The quantity during the year is as follows,



Tons, cwts., Qrs, lbs, &£, &y D

Paper and Cardboard 39 5 - C- R TR
Scrap Iron 4 12 3 - 14, 4. Re
Rags and Sacking 1 g - A% LT —e
BOHEE. 1 1? o 9 L] 41 d--
Bottles & Jars, e 7 3. 19 4.
47 5 - 7 2298. 19. by

(Return 194%5) 43 15 on htvEBbi 13. 2.
(Inerease over 1 S il B6. :

1045) 3 o) 6 4 3

Sanitary Inspeetion of the Dlstrict.

Certificates of Essentliality for material
gcessary for the repeir of dwelling housgs, where the
health of the occupants may be endangered are given
immedlotely, hut the time lag between ordering and
delivery, conslderably slows down the execution of the
work to the detriment of ally and everything concerned.

In addition to the followlng table many works were

carried out by informal actilon,

Verbal
Nuisances dealt with & or written Complied
Work requlred to he done, notice, with, J
To clear choked draln or W.Cs 1By e 14,
To provide ashbins, i T
To repalr sinks or wastepines, El, 115
Defective or leaky roofs, damp :
walls etc,, 6. 64
Defective firepalces, da 41
Defective Outhutldings, 15, 15,
Defective Manhole covers, Fe 3e

L Water Closets, Ty T

i Sash Cords, 2 21,

L Wallplaster., 9% 9.
Offensive accunulatione, 5e D |
Defective Cellings, 124 12,

3 Foodstores, 18. 18,

" Adrgrates, - -

—

e




SUMMARY OF WOHK EFFECTED,

Water

After After .
Letter Stat, TOTAL
or Noscice
; Interview
frivies aholished ... veu - - e
. ” PADALTGE v i By 5 - 5
% Pr*vy aghplte aholished ... 16 - 16
5 2 "  roofed or repaired - - —~
O Fail Closets aholished ces - -
+ g | Water Closets provided ‘oo 15 - 16
= g Water Closets repalred P 2l - 2l
ch g | Ba nitar‘y bins provided P e - - -
S L renewed A% Wity - 7
(other
New draine constructed than
new houses)l0 - 10
Drains repalilred or reoconstruct- ;
ed, —
o Additional gullies provided A - %
& | 01d gullies replaced, : - 7
& | Scullery sinks provided 14 - 14
o " waste pipes repaired 7 - 7
s !} _H il trappeﬂ e Fes Fary
Yards repaired or
reconstructed, - — -
2| Sources closed or dlsconfinued..7.No of houses affecfgd -
&| New scrvices provided ..vS.. No, of houses effected.s%.
pas
o

RIVZRS FOLLUTION:-

1

Cases detected..v....

1

... Particulars.Defective Scwage

Works (Private resiﬂence)

[ T T T TR D IR R T RN R R R R I L L

Rﬁmediedliliii.llliiiIlll PﬂrtiBUIﬂrE------aa------t*-il

Ll

S.D- lhrorks DI‘DVidEd.ip-. _d'n"‘" N R SR R R B I
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Rate and Mice Destruction Act 1919
Infestatcion Order 1943,

The Council continue to operatec the powers under
the above Act and Yrder as delegated from the County
Council, ’

The works of deratlisation is executed hy trained
persoinnel who,from time to time receive recfresher
gouriecas in the methods of rodine destruction.

The Councilils 17 sewage worke are regularly and
methodical 13 cerviced with the resultant absence,in
eny of theusae works of infeetation of any magnitude,
In sqdl*inq to this work the sewers have hecgn subject
to the Jirst of two treatments of baiting, the result
of which has proved satisfactory. A not inconsilderable
nupber of farms and agricultural business! have cantracts
with the War Agricultural Executive Committee for the
gervicing of thelr estates and property.

Camping Sites,

There are no camping sites within the area, Three
modern caravansg have heen licensed for a mperiod
of twelve months,

INSFECTION AND SUPERVISION OF FOOD.

Milk Supplit

Seventy samples of milk were taken and suhmitted
for examination as set out below,

Out of 69 samples of undesignated milk
subnintad to the County Laboratory, Newburn,

%6 Eatisfied the Methylene Blue Test,
A DEGDIOU“iHEﬂ ungar ? hours.

I " I

ek BB T

9 s Lo Yoy g

Of 55 samples submitted to the test for Tuberculosis
53 were reported as showing Tuberculosis NOT FOUND
and in two Tuberculosis was FRESENT, The animals
were slaughtered and subsequent samples from these
sources proved negative,

=lle



FOOD INSFEGCTION,

UNSCUND FOOD, Burrendered Selzed %ﬁﬁgéﬂdh
i ol
1, Beef (gome Killed) .., Bts, £ - -
2. Beef t";nthed} v — - -
7. Mutboir {(Home Killled) , M - - -
41- T.'I:"x.l.r.n]ri ( "*’“OI“GE*"L) TR L = - -
5- ,F-,"}“[-'i'\# R W = = -
6, Gane, S - - -
g. 1-‘.":111'53‘"3’. ] e = o
" FiET_'h, "W L I e -
9, Fruit (lba or cases .. - - -
10, Canned Goods tins or cnses, 481 & -
11. 3&{]91‘1. 'EE lbal 22? o i
12 Ghﬁﬂ'ﬂeu R " 3'-" = =
13. .':"utter- e n 2% g -
14; Lal‘d. s " - ™ o
15, Egge. ik - - -
16. Other Foods, 2 ewt.8plit - -
pbeas, e o
1l cwt.Cust-
ard powder
5 Btones
Oatmeal.
e T -= — = = SRS i

MILK AND DAIKIES ORDER, 1926.
Section 6 (1) and (4).

Number of qukeepers (registered), - Tuberculin Tested 10

in district hAccredited 26

Undesignated 8e.

118,

Approximntd number of cowe ksbt. - 4,300,
No. of cows supplled with water by

Newcastlc & Gateshead Water Co.,- 926,
No, of other cattle supplied with

water by Newcastle & Gatwshead Water Co, 3,107

Total No. of cattle other than ﬂairy
cows 1in the area, 108, 900.

-1l



SANITARY INSFECTOR!S HEPORT
Year Ending December, 3lst, 1946.

No.of No.,of No,.Out—~ MNo No.of Defects wa.me-

InspecziDefects standing rcmedied 1infor- remed- gress
tions or from nf ter mal ded . .. oF
during Contre—~ previous letter Notices there  belng
year. ventions year. or inter- scrved after, dealt
of Bye-— view, with.
Laws,
HOUSING, : _ :
Structural Defects. 1124 Housing mﬁwqm% Circular 61 /]
Defective Foodstore. 27 8 6 - - 2
Dampness, 35 18 - 12 6 6 -
Overcrowding. 5 - - - - - -
fuisances. ;00 115, - 13 - - -
WATER SUIFLY.
Insufficient ) L - & Bl
Unsatisfactory) N W o 3 W - W
DRLINACE .
Insufficient ) 123 11 — =] 2, 9 P
Defective ) 19 - 19 a - e
SaNIT.n¥ CCHVENIENCES.
Insufficient ) 97
Defective ) 31 - 25 6 6 -
Shops,Foocetores Zte., 81 3 - 3 - - -
Jmuﬂwmm Coweheds & HMilkshops mw 25 - 25 - - —
mwmsmﬁﬂnﬂ Houses. 1 animals slaughtered in Government Abattoirs
Tents, Vans Etc., 7 - - - - - .
Offensive Trades. 1 — 1 - - -
Keeping of Animals,. 1 - i b - - -
Insan. Ashpits & neceptacles mw 21 - 21 — - -
Ashpits improperly used, 2 - = - - -
Offenslve accumulations. 5 - 5 - - -
Smoke Mulsances. m w 2 - . =
Workshops and Workplaces. 3 - * ey o =
TOTAL 1927 174 g 153 19 14 7







- 'HOUSING,

nntices.

L o

AR 13 : |
HOUSES COMYLETED DUﬂIHu Tﬂd YEuR With
T e U e g i State ;- Unald— TOTAL
o MEaannorte s, o LAgedigtance e |
PORS  b cly o elic Repl . ok |
{a) ny. Laaal suthority. P:.rmg‘ment% 10 Bl
o N i E‘Hhiihi,a'i“f 'T s l o
(h) Ly other bodies .: .. [Permonent)|, - 5 | 5
or persons. THHNNHHIG - - | -
d an » . T : . ¥
P _TL A - . b : f I
1,. . RURAL HOUSING * BURVEY.
IN8%5OTION. m —J.i,ELJ....I.N'. HOUBES DULIN: THE YEAR,
; CATEGORY|:. .~ CLASSIFIGETION . NO.
1 . M Eatiéf cﬁoré in all feﬁﬁacts 146,
P . Minor Defects, - 432,
e - Requlring repair structurni o
alteration or improvement. : 34
d. + dppropriate for.recondition- Initial
: ing .wunder Housing (ﬂural aurvey nf
. TWorkers):icts. . 166.{9 centres
5e - _Unfit for haﬁitntiﬂn and zanly,
AT LTIV e yihmel renair a% reasonable [
exnenae. : 305. i
= ik i |
——————— |
1073, 1
1 * ‘
2, REMEDY OF DEFECTS WITHOUT SERAVICE OR FORMal NOTICES,
Nunber of defective dwelling houses rendered
: i1t in consedquence of informal action by Local
Y ﬁuLhurit; or 1ts officers, L
3, . ACTION UNDER ST.TUTCRY FOVERS.
(L) Eroceedin;s under Secti ons 10 ¢
16 of the lousing sct, 1946,
(1) Munher of JWQllinﬁ houses in resnect
of which "notices" were served NIL
requiring repairs, e
(2) Number of dwelling houses which were
reéndered fit after scrviece of formal NIL



! ﬂﬂ Ownare, , 1o Py
Ny Local Auihority in
defﬁult OWNners., i

(D) Eroceedings umbler Publioc Health hscts.

(1) Number of dwelling houses in reepect
of,which notigsos wore served requiring
ﬂﬁfﬂﬁtﬂ to be romadiéfl ...

(2) Number of dwelling houses in whioh
Acfeots were remodiod arftor service
of fornal notiﬂﬂu-

(a) Dy OwnoerS.se  oes  oue
(b) Ly Loocal suthority in
dafault of ommers. 2 't's

(C) Procecdings under Bections 11 and 13
Housing Act, 19376,

(1) Number of dwelling houseg in reepeot
of which Damolition Ordors were nade

(2) Number of dwelling houses denolished
in pursuance of Demolition Ordera,

(D) Proceedingzs under Scction 1¢ of ‘tho
Hausing dct, 1036,

st

(1) Number of separate tcenenentc or under-—
. ground rooms in respeet of which Closing

Orders were naded ses . ses  oes oo
(2) Number of separsnte tenements or undei-

ground rooms in respect of which G'aﬂj ML
Crders were Agéermined, the tencuent cr

roorn having been ranﬂareﬂ Tit .0 *a0

4, NIREIER OF HOUSES IPERMANENTLY DISCONTINUED af

DUELLING AND NOT INCLUUEﬁ ADOVE cee vou

I an,

NIL

NIL

NIL

% P

B = - o —

WLIL

= ammmaw o — o —

Mr. Chairmen, Lady 7 Gentlenmen,

Your Ohedient Servant,
ERIC. WM. STRACHAN,

M.R.8.I.M.8.I.A

Sanitary Inspectér.

15










