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Deaths registered during the Calendar Year 1915, classified by

age and cause.
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Cancer, Malignant Disease caused 47 deaths, 39 net. 13 more
than in 1914.

Rheumatic Fe ver—1 death. 1 more than last year.
Meningitis caused 2 deaths, both imported.

Organic Heart Disease caused 6o deaths, 55 net. 14 more
than last year.

Bronchitis caused 47 deaths, 45 net, 26 more than last year.
~ Other Diseases of Respiratory Organ 3 same as last year.

Pneumonia (all forms) 34 deaths. 23 net. 17 more than last
year.

Influenza caused 15 deaths, 14 net. 10 more than last year,

Diarrheea Gastritis, and Enteritis caused 12 deaths, g net.
g more than last year.

Appendieitis and Typhilitis caused 8 deaths 6 of which were
soldiers, 2 net. same number as last year.

Cirrhosis of Liver caused 3 deaths, 2 less than last year.,
Alcoholism caused 1 death, the same as last year,

Nephritisand Bright's Disease caused 12 deaths, 11 net. g
more than last year.

Puerperal Fever nil, 3 less than last year.

Other Accidents and Diseases of Pregnancy and Parturition 4
deaths, two more than last year.

Congenital Debility and Malformation including Premature
Birth 12 deaths, the same as last year.

Congenital Syphilis 2 deaths, 1 less than last year.

Violent Deaths caused 16 deaths, 7 net. 5 less than last
year.

Suieide caused 2 (both imported) increase 2.
Other defined Diseases caused 100 deaths, 83 net. increase 16.

Diseases ill-defined or unknown caused 5 deaths, 3 net.
increase two.

Senile Deeay-—42 deaths, increase 3. 1 101 years of age, 7
between go and 100, 23 between 30 and go, g tetween 70 and 8o
and 2 over 6o years of age,
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THE MIDWIVES' ACT.

In the absence of the Inspector of the Act on Military duty, I
have visited all the Registered Midwives and examined their records
and kit. With the exception of one they were satisfactory.
The one that was not satisfactory has retired, and returned her
diploma to the Central Midwives Board after 41 years service.

There were seven registered at the end of 1915,

Maternity and Child Welfare Work.

Under War conditions Parliament have passed the Notification
of Births Act, and a grant has been voted in aid of work done by
local authorities and voluntary agents promoting Maternity and
Child welfare work.

Canterbury Maternity and Mothercraft Association.

This Association supplies, in the City, the link for supervising
the health of infants and young children till they attain school age.
The great value lies in its educational work amongst mothers, which
aims at mitigating the ignorance responsible for so large a propor-
tion of the deaths, or the ill-health of mothers and infants—an
annual loss in child-life alone far exceeding the terrible casualty lists,

Now that the Government has attracted public attention to the
need of this work, it is hoped that the Association will soon be
further recognised by grants from public funds, to enable it to extend
its usefulness by undertaking work under the Notification of Birth's
Act, as well as continuing its rapid growth in both Maternity and
Mothercaft. The instruction given by highly-trained nurses during
the daily visits at child-birth is followed up by health-visits as long
as the children are under school age.  Weekly infant consultations
are much appreciated by the members of the Mothercraft Club and
are held uander Dr. Prentice, in the absence on War service of the
Medical Officer of the Association, Dr, Thornhill Shann. The visits
paid by the nurses during the year amounts to 2,824,
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INFANT MORTALITY.
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Cases of Infectious Disease notified during the year 1915
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Isolation Hospital or Hospitals, Sanatoria, &c. :—Isolation Hospital

within the District.

City of Canterbury Corporation Sanatorium.
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INFECTIOUS DISEASE IN SCHOOLS.

During October several cases of Diphtheria were notified, and
the patients were found to be attending the same Infants’ School,
and in the same class-room, the School was closed for three weeks
and disinfected by formalin spray.

Two other Schools were closed during the year—1 for measles
and 1 for chicken-pox outbreaks.

INFECTIOUS DISEASES HOSPITALS.

The accommodation at the Councils Sanatorium was found
adequate for the treatment of cases occurring among the civil
population,

During the year the Military Authorities provided Isolation
Hospital accommodation under their own control, in some cases
however patients from units have been sent to the Council’s Sana-
torium for treatment.

The number of cases treated at the Sanatorium was 232 ;—
Diphtheria, 124 ; Scarlet fever 98 ; Cerebro Spinal Fever
8; Typhoid Fever 3; Tetanusl ; Tonsilitis 2; Measles 1; this
entailed a large amount of work upon the Matron and Nursing
Staff, which, I am pleased to report was cheerfully performed,
giving entire satisfaction to the Civil and Military Authorities. 13
deaths took place during the year from infectious diseases and other
complications : viz, —Diphtheria 9— Cerebro spinal Fever 2—
Tetanus | —Typhoid fever 1—38 of the deaths occurred among His
Majesty's Forces,

SMALL POX HOSPITAL..

The Small Pox Hospital is situated at the City Northern
Boundary, and in 1914 was enlarged by the addition of Nurses
Quarters.

No case of small pox was notified during the year,
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FACTORY AND WORKSHOPS ACTS.

The number of inspections made during the year were 206, viz :
Factories, 25.
Workshops and Workplaces, 181.

Also a number of re-visits while repairs were being carried out.

6 Statutory Notices and 36 Preliminary Notices were served

to abate nuisances as follows :

‘ No.of | No. of P
Portienlarn defecis r.lel'er:_l.?- ::::::u-
‘ found. 'remedied. : :
o ~| [
Nuisances under the Public |
Health Acts :— .
Want of Cleanliness | 13 12
Want of proper Drainage to
Floors... aus S | 1 1
Other Nuisances % A i 17
Sanitary Accommodation insuffi- | | None.
cient ... e e = — |
Sanitary  Accommodation : |
defective TP T 21 |
Offences under the Factory '
Acts :— '
Breach of the Sanitary require- |
ments as to Bakehouses ... | 6 -
Totals ... i 60 | 57
| |
| .

4 reports were received from H.M. Inspector of Factories. The
nuisances complained of have been abated.

3 underground bakehouses are registered in the City. These
on inspection were found in good order.

1 notice of outworkers was received and i
i sent to ad 1
district. i -
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FACTORY AND WORKSHOPS ACTS. (Continued).

Table showing the numbers on registers at end

of the year.
No. on Register

Factories :

(Including Factory Laundries) ... 54
Workshops ;
(Including Workshop Laundries) ... et 10T

Workplaces ... 42
(Other than Outworkers’ Premises).

Qutworkers' Premises ... 35

———

Total 328

s e

MEDICAL INSPECTION OF SCHOOL CHILDREN.

Mr. Brian Rigden, the Medical Inspector, has examined 1,006
children during 1915, increase 101, viz., 561 boys, and 545 girls, in
his work he has been ably assisted by the School Nurse,

In conclusion, although the death-rate is somewhat high, viz.,
16:7, when you take the average for the past 6 years, viz., from 1910
to 1915 inclusive, it only works out at 13-6 per 1,000. The number
of births has gone up by 32, a cause for congratulation, the average
birth rate for the past 6 years is 19'8, in 1915 it was 202, The
Infantile Mortality, viz., 54, has increased by 26, but again if you
take the average for the past 6 years is only 48, and the average
infantile death-rate @ to 1,000 births registered which compares =
very favourably with other cities of a similar size. The infantile
mortality last year, viz., 28, was the lowest on record. 1 wish to
thank the Sanitary lnspector for the great assistance he has
rendered me in this strenuous year of work.

I remain,
Mr. Mayor and Gentlemen,
Your obedient servant,
FRANK WACHER,
Medical Officer of Health,
RANMORE,
3rd March, 1916.

77
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ANNUAL REPORT OF THE PUBLIC ANALYST

IFor the City and County of Canterbury.

o

193 SAMPLES ANALYSED DURING 1915.

ettt e ——

Under “The Food and Drug Acts.,”——140 samples as
follows :—

Of the above samples 19 were returned as adulterated.

Of the milk samples 11 were adulterated, 2 samples contained
extraneous water to the extent of 3.3% and 6.57,. g samples were
deficient in FFat, in amounts varying from 2.7% to 21.3%,.

The remaining 61 samples were genuine and preservatives were
not found in any sample of milk. The average figures for fat and
non-fatty solids during the year were 3.437, and 8.85%. These in-
cluded all the adulterated samples and are very similar to the aver-
ages for last year.

The other articles found adulterated were Cream, two samples
of which contained Boric Acid the presence of which had not been
declared. 4 samples of margarine which had excess of water, vary-
ing from 0.767 to 1,807 and two samplesof sausage, which contained
the large amounts of 0.75% and 0.56% Boric Acid.

All the samples were submitted by the Sanitary Inspector and
67 samples were returned as taken informally.

Water Analyses ... 24 samples

Of these eleven were from the public supply and were all very
pure organically and free from sewage percolation.

2 samples from private sources were polluted more o less, 2
]
others were somewhat doubtful and were recommended to be re-
examined, the remaining seven samples were satisfnctnr;.r
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REPORT of the SANITARY INSPECTOR for the YEAR 1915.

SANITARY InspecTOR's OFFICE,
Muxiciral. BuiLpiNgs,

CANTERBURY.,

To the Worshipful the Mayor, Aldeymen and Counciiors of the City and
Borough of Canterbury.

Mr. Mayor and Gentlemen,

I have the pleasure herewith in presenting to you my report
and summary of work dene during the year 1915.

The number of inspections and visits are set out in -the follow-
ing tables, some difficulty has been experienced owing to shortage
of labour, the notices served have been directed to the abatement
of urgent nuisances injurious to hea'th, no large amount of
structural alteration- be ng requested during the year.

38 Statutory notices and 350 preliminary notices were served
during the year.

Two summonses were issued for non-compliance with Statutory
Notices, 1 for an house overcrowded the defendant was fined £1;
and ordered to reduce the number of inmates, 1 for defective drains
the defendant was fined £2 and ordered to do the work in 14 days:
The work not being commenced during the period ordered, a
further summons for disobeying the Order of the Court was issued,
on the date of hearing the summons was withdrawn, the work being
then nearly completed,
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SALE OF FOOD AND DRUGS ACTS.

The number of samples submitted to the Public Analysts was
140 as follows :—

TABLE A.
. | . No. of Samples
Samples obtained. | Number. | Genuine. Adulterated informally procured,
=S | e e e T
Milk ... )l 72 B8 1 M 6
Butter B 20 — 20
Margarine 13 | 9 4 G
Cream... o | H 2 8
Ice Cream 1 — 1
DemeraraSugar) 2 2 - 2
Coffee ... 1 — 1
Coffee and 1
Chicory 1 1 1
Sausage Meat 6 4 2 o
Honey... 1 1 — 1
Cocoa ... ] 1 — 1
Lard ... 1 1 — ]
Dripping 1 1 -— 1
Cheese " 2 2 — 9
Treacle 2 — 2
Self-raising 2
Flour, 2 | 2 — 9
Flour ... . 2 | 2 — 2
Bread ... A 2 2 —_— 2
|
Total ..| 140 118 22 . 67

MILK STANDARD.

- , . J )
Milk fat 8 per cent. Milk solids 8 per cent. Total 11 per cent.

Any Sample under the standard presumed, unti
; ' ntil proved
contrary to be adulterated, ’ p to the

/ prosecutions were taken during the year, in 5 cases fines
totalling £15 10s. 0d. and £1 1s. 0d costs were imposed, one vendor
was ordered to pay 4s. costs, and one case dismissed.
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* APPEAL TO COW ' SAMPLES.

Milk Sample No. 126 procured about 8,30 a.m. was delicient in
milk fat 14 per cent.

The vendor, upon being prosecuted, requested samples to be
taken at the time of milking, as he was of the opinion the deficiency
was caused by not properly mixing the milk,

| visited the dairy at 6 a.m. saw the cows milked, the milk
being poured into a 9 gallon churn in the dairy, a sample was then
taken, No. 130, from a tap at the bottom of the churn, which was
deficient in milk fat 7 per cent.

Upon the evidence the summons was dismissed, and the dairy-
man requested to mix his milk before serving his customers.

PUBLIC HEALTH (Milk and Cream) REGULATIONS, 1912.

Mk, No preservatives were found in any of the 72 samples of
milk analysed.

4 samples were submitted for examination as to quantity of
extraneous dirt, the Analyst reporting the greatest quantity found
as being less than 1 grain per gallon. This is very satisfactory,

Cream. 10 samples of cream were analysed, 2 procured
formally and 8 informally.

2 samples were “ preserved cream " not labelled in accordance
with the regulation, procured informally, however, upon purchasing
two further samples formally from the same vendors, the packages
were properly labelled.
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DAIRIES, COWSHEDS AND MILKSHOPS.
Number on register end of 1915 :—

Cowsheds R st M
Dairies and Milkshops s o
Purveyors e M

Total ... o e 48

36 inspections were made during the year, also a number of
visits while works of repair were in progress.

COWSHEDS.

1 cowshed has been registered during the year, and 1 registra-
tion removed the cowshed being used for other purposes,

The cowsheds generally have been found in aclean condition
it was necessary to report a breach of the Byelaws in one case, upon
informing the occupier of the Council's intention to take further
action, the cows were removed, and an apology tendered, also a
promise that the shed would not be used for milking cows in
future.

The conditions of the yards in some cases requires attention,
proper paving and drainage provided, and animals such as pigs
excluded from the cowshed yards.

DAIRIES, MILKSHOPS, ETC.

The utensils examined were clean, also the shops generally
kept in a clean condition.

Several nuisances were abated at these premises, drains
repaired and yard paving improved.

The W.C.’s situated in some of the Dairy yards are hand-

Aushed, this is very insanitary, each w.c. should he provided with a
hand pulled flushing cistern also a properly covered sanitary
dustbin.

No case of Tuberculosis of the Udder was reported during the

year,









