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CANNOCK URBAN DISTRICT COUNCIL.
-9

ANNUAL REPORT

OF

The Medical Officer of Health,

W. M. CLENDINNEN, M.B., Ch.B., M.R.C.S., L.R.C.P.
(Diplomate of Public Health, University of Cambridge),

For the Year 1921.
&

GENTLEMEN,

This report is compiled in accordance with the instructions of
the Ministry of Health. Full and detailed reports are intended, in
future, to be made once in five years.

1. GENERAL STATISTICS.

Area (acres) ... 8010
Population (1921) 32,930
Number of inhabited houses (1921)

Number of families or separate occupiers (1921)
Rateable value ... £127.666
Sum represented by a penny rate £430

2. EXTRACTS FROM VITAL STATISTICS.

» Total M. F.
Births—legitimate ool 944 486 458
illegitimate 35 20 15

Birth rate (R.G.), 29'7.
Deaths 300 212 178

Death rate (R.G.), 11'R,

4













3. NOTIFIABLE DISEASES.

Particulars are in the accompanying tables.

OPTHALMIA NEONATORUM.

Cases notified 11
Cuses treated—
(a) At home )
(b) In hospital ... 2
Result—
Vision unimpaired ... 10
» impaired ... 1
» lost (blindness) 0
Death 1
TUBERCULOSIS.

The rotification of Tuberculesis has been fairly well carried
ont during the past year. Three of the unnotified fatal cases were
not known to be tubercular until an operation or P.M. was performed.
I have commmunicated with the practitioners concerned in the other
CASES.

TUBERCULOSIS HEALTH VISITING.

Primary Visits 6
Re-visits 796
Special Visits 14
Useless Visiis 56

4. CAUSES OF SICKNESS.

Three cases of encephalitis lethargica were notified in Janunary :
a man, aged 53 ; a woman, aged 34 ; and a baby of 3 months.

All oceurred in Hednesford Ward but in different houses, and
no connection between them was established.

The cases were investigsted by the late Dr. Farrar, of the
Ministry of Health. No deaths occurred. Some mental change has
been noticed since the illness in oue of the patients. Onpe or two
abortive cases also occurred,

Four cases of Enteric Fever were notified from one house. All
were removed to Wolverhampton General Hospital. One death
mu:urred. The source of infection was not iccovered the first case
being that of a child aged six years, who had not been away from

home. There is little doubt that the other cases were infected in the
home from the first.

. Cases of Diphtheria numbered 75 ; there were eight deaths giv-
ing a mortality of ten per cent.















5. SUMMARY OF NURSING ARRANGEMENTS,
HOSPITALS, AND OTHER INSTITUTIONS
AVAILABLE FOR THE DISTRICT.

DISTRICT NURSING.

There are three Nursing Associations, viz :—Cannock, Hednes-
ford, and Chadsmoor. They are affiliated to the Queen Victoria
Jubilee Institute for Nurses, and employ one Nurse each.

They are financed by collections in the homes and at the
collieries, and by voluntary subsecriptions.

The Council subsidise each Association by a grant of £25 per
annum, in consideration of the Nursing of Measles, Whooping Cough,
Epidemic Diarrhoea, Puerperal Fever, Opthalmia Neonaterum, and
Poliomyelitis being undertaken. One quarter of the district still
remains to be provided for in the matter of District Nursing.

MIDWIVES.

No Midwife is now employed or subsidised by the Couneil.

Pifteen Midwives practice in the district, of whom, eight are
certified and seven bona fide. Some of the Certified Midwives attend
only a small number of putients and it cannot be said that the pro-
vision for midwifery is satisfactory,

An improved service is one of the chief requirements needed
to pull down the Infant Mortality, more than one third of the total
in 1921 oceurring in the first week of life,

MATERNITY AND CHILD WELFARE CENTRES.
1. Wesleyan Sunday Schools, Walsall Road, Cannock.
2. Victoria Street, Hednesford.

Both provided by Counecil. Weekly Sessions.
Accommodation at each.
Assembly room, Weighing room, Doctor’s room.

Total attendances of Infants 2408
HEALTH VISITORS' WORK.

Primary visits paid to Infants 966

Re-visits 5116

Special visits 138

Visits to Measles 55

Useless visits ) 530

Visits to children over one yearincluded in above 2361

SCHOOL CLINICS.
Minor Aillments.
1. Church Street, Cannock.
2. Victoria Street, Hedunesford,

Accommodation : — Waiting room, Treatment room,
Inspection room, Bath, at each ; also Vermin Disinfector at Cannock.
Total attendances of children 9,570
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HOSPITALS.
I.— Tuberculosis.

The following Institutions provided by the County Council :—
Sub-dispensary, Wolverhampton Road, Cannock. consisting of two
rooms in a cottage. Adults, Tuesdays, 3 p.m ; children, Fridays, 3 p.m.

SANATORIA.

1. Children's, Himley; early pulmonary and certain non-
pulmonary cases.

2. Groundslow, l'ittensor, females only.

4. Edge View, Kinver, males only.

5. Yarnfield, females ; early cases.

Surgical Tuberculosis :—

1. Birmingham Orthopeedic Hospital.
2. Cripples' Aid Society, Stoke.

II.—Maternity.
No hospital.

II1.—Children.
No hospital.

IV.—Fever.

Cheslyn Hay Hospital, Rural District Council. 1s oceasionally
used by the Urban Distriet Council.

V.—Small Pox.

Arrangements are being made joiutly with the Rural District
Couneil.

VI.—Hednesford Accident Home.
Sixteen beds ; voluntary institution.

AMBULANCE FACILITIES,

() l*zc.n* infectious cases the Council have a horsed ambulance.
(b) For non-infectious and accident cases the collieries have

three or tm!r_ vehicles, one of which depends on motor traction.
Farther provision is desirable,

VENEREAL DISEASES.
Clinics at Wolverhampton and Walsall hospitals,
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WORK OF SANITARY INSPECTOR.

Number of Inspections made ... 2176
Number of Notices served—
(@) Preliminary ... o 162
(by Statutory 124

Result of service—
(a) Nuisances abated after service of
Preliminary Notice .. 111

(b) After Formal Notice 14

Improvements to Houses, eg., repairs to walls
rools, floors, windows, ete. (220 sash cords

fixed) 937
Rooms cleanse ; 69
Spouting provided or repaired ... 89
Yards paved i 10
Paving repaired : 22
Improvements to Closets, Drains, etc 374

(916 yards new drains were laid.)

Wash Houses—

New sanitary sinks ... 34
Other Improvements 126
Other Improvements, to external walls,
chimneys, coalhonses 140
SLAUGHTERHOUSES.

I presented a report in December, which may be sammarised
as follows :—Of 20 of these premises in the district, 19 are registered,
6 on annual licence, and 4 on continuning licence.

In case of one subject to annual licence, it was not renewed.
One registered slanghterhouse is not in nse at present. Nine of the
premises are at a distance of 12 yards or less from the nearest hounse,
five are at a distance of 30 yards or more, and the remainder are at
distances between 12 yards and 30 yards.

In the case of three premises the wa.er supply required
improvement.

Where there is sanitary accommodation in the yard, in the
great majority it is in the form of a water closet. In five cases where
the accommodation is of privy midden type, the desirability of con-
version to the water carriage systemn was pointed ont. In one case
there was an open cesspit close to the window of the slanghterhouse.
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In eight cases where horses are kept, the stable is in air com-
munication with the slanghter chamber.

In two cases pigs are fed in the fasting pen. In two or thiee
cases pigs are kept in the yard within the prohibited distance from
the house.

In several cases rats infest the premises. Proper receptacles
for garbage ete, as required by the Bye-laws, are not provided and
nuisances exist from accumulations of manure.

Instructions were given for remedy of these matters to be
required and a further report will shurtly be presented.

The Sanitary Inspector reports 1323 visits to Slanghterhounses
and Meat Shops. Food surrendered during the year was 7 ewts.
3 qrs. 14 Ibs.

The Council have recently declined to grant licences for
additional slanghterhouses. It is desirable that new slanghterhouse
bye-laws should be adopted, those in force having been made in 1878,

In several cases sausages and other meat products are made up
in the slaughter chamber.  In one case domestic clothes washirg 1s
done in the slaughter chamber.

DISINFECTION AND DISINFESTATION.

There is a Thresh Steam Disinfector in the Council Yard and
a small steam disinfector in the Cannock School Clinie,

Rooms are disinfected by formalin or sulphur and 141 were
done during the year in connection with infectious disease, including
tuberculosis.  Four shelters and two schools were sprayed and
fumigated.

Lots of bedding, steam disinfected, numbered 27.

DAIRIES, COWSHEDS, AND MILKSHOFS.

The Sauvitary Inspector reports that * there are 42 cowkeepers
using 50 cowsheds and keeping 213 cows.  The cowsheds have been
visited periodically. There are 14 milk purveyors.”

It will be seen that there are many small truders and few, if
any, really comply with the regulations, either in the matter of their
methods or their premises,

I have dealt with this subject in previous reports and [ hope
that in the coming year improvements will be effected.

CANAL BOATS.

The Sanitary Inspector reports that he made 1U4 inspectious
and that no contravention of the Canal Boats Act was found.
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8. PUBLIC HEALTH STAFF.

Medical Officer of Health
,l ., Child Welfare }W+H.Giendinueu, M.B., D.P H.
= - (School)

Sanitary Inspector, John Turton, (C.8.1., Meat Certificate.

Health Visitors and School Nurses.
Miss E. Wright, C.M.B., three years Hospital trained.

. E.H. Jones, C.M.B.,, i District . Ihploma
Sanitary Training College.
. . E. Beresford, C.M.B., Infirmary trained four years.

Mrs. L. G Montague, C.M.B., three years Hospital trained,
Health Visitors and School Nurses Certificate, R.S.I.

Clerk, Maternity and Child Welfare, and School Medical
Service, Miss E. M. Croxall.

The above are whole time officers to whose salaries contribution
is made under the Public Health Acts or by Exchequer Grants.

Assistant Sanitary Inspector, (whole time) D. P. Nash, C.8.L

9. HOUSING.

Number of new houses erected during the year:—
(a) Total 100.
(b) As part of a municipal housing scheme, 68,

UNFIT DWELLING HOUSES.

1. Total number of dwelling houses inspected for housing
defects.

2. Number of dwelling houses which were inspected and

and recorded under Housing (Inspection of District) Regulations
1910, 479,

3. Number of dwelling honses found to be in a state so
dangerous or injurious to health as to be unfit for human habitation.

4. Number of dwelling houses (exclusive of those referred to
under the previous sub-heading) found not to be, in all respects.
reasonably fit for human habitation,

Remedy of defects without service of formal notices.

Number of defective dwelling houses rendered fit in con-
sequence of informal action by the Local Authority or their officers.
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