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Finual IReport

MEDICAL OFFICER OF HEALTH

CANNOCK RURAL DISTRICT COUNCIL

FOR THE YEAR 1899.







Annual Report of the Medical Officer of Health

« «» For the Year 1899 . .

To the Chairman & Members of the Cannock Rural District Council.

(FENTLEMEN,
1 beg to submit to you my Report for 1899 as to
Mortality, S‘Icineaﬁ, and Sanitary Work.
Estimates of Population :
Brewood Sub-Registration Distriet.

Bushbary... e 2650 Dunston ... e 200
Brewood ... . 2490 Stretton ... e 220
Penkridge e 2330 Teddesley ... SO ¥ 11,
Lapley ... ) Coppenhall sl
Acton and Bednall 448 Featherstone PR
Kinvaston 20
Total - § 2 =5 9478.
Labourers, railway men, and artisans in Electric Works in
Bushbury.

Cannock (Rural) Sub-Registration Distriet.
Cheslyn Hay ... 2350 Shareshill ... i S50
Essington ... 1530 Saredon ... e 270
Wyrley ... o 1320 Huntington w270
Hatherton G 000 Hilton i B W U

Total = 4 6660
Miners, labourers, edge tool men, brickyard men.
Population for entire District 16,138.
Births in the year 529
Males, 255. Females, 274. General Huth Rate, 32 per 1000

1898 he 32 1895 S 32

1897 S5 1894 34

1896 32 1893 31

Cannock Birth Rate 38 per 1000

Brewood ,, v 28 per 1000

Population.

Births.



Deaths,

Quarterly
Mortality.

Age
Mortality.
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Deaths in the Year 238.

Males = 125 Females = 113
General Death Rate bow 14-74 per 1000
1898 15 1895 16
1897 15 15894 15
1896 17 1893 17
Cannock Death Rate 14 per 1000
Brewood |, s 15 per 1000

The District Death Rate 14:74 may be classed as satis-
factory. In the Rural Districts of Staffordshire in ten
years the rate has exceeded 15 on five occasions, 16 on
three occasions, and 17 in two of the years,

Mortality as to time of year :—

Cannock. Brewood.

1899 1898 1899 1898
Ist Qunarter ... 30 26 49 44
ond -, g2 29 28 38
ord L L 15 33 34
4th , i 21 34 36
94 91 144 152

Mortality at the various ages :—

Cannock. Brewood. Totals.
Under 1 year ... 3l 32 63
1 year to 5 el B 7 19
J years to 15 ... 0 o 9
15 years to 25 ... 2 6 8
25 years to 65 ... 26 38 64
Over 65 years ... 23 52 75
_ 94 144 238

Percentage of Total Deaths:—

Cannock Mortality under 1 year ... ... 32 per cent.
Brewood = + ..» 22 per cent.
In 1898.

Cannock ... 23 per cent. Brewood ... 17 per cent.
Cannock Mortality (all deaths to 5 years) 45 per cent.
Brewood s - .,, 27 per cent,
In 1898.

Cannock ... 35 per cent.  Brewood ... 28 per cent.
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Canses of Uncertified Deaths.

Premature Birth, 2 ... FEssington, Brewood.
Convulsions, 2 Brewood, Huntington.
Croup, 1 Penkridge.
Debility from Birth, 1 Saredon.
Percentage of Total Deaths.
1899 ... 25. 1898 ... 205. 18058
Vaceination.

Taken altogether the new Act has worked satisfactorily,
a greater portion of the infant population undergoing the
operation. This is due to systematic home visitation by
the Vaccination Officers, and by the use of Calf Lymph.
There is found to be great difficulty in enforcing a
satisfactory number of vesicles.  Still, one mark is better
than none at all, and re-vaccination later in life is
desirable to meet this.

Typhoid Fever in the District.

Cases ... 5 Peaths ... 1

Houses infected ... 4
4 eases in Brewood 1 in Bushbury

3 cases removed to Wolverhampton Hospital.

In one case at Coven the water was analysed and con-
demned. In two other cases, I reported in May, 1898,
upon the insanitary condition of the cottages, lack of
drainage, defective structural conditions, and the proximity
of a pigstye.

In a fatal case in Stafford Street, Brewood, I reported
to the Couneil in November on the absolute necessity of a
complete system of sewerage, not only in this street, but
for the entire wvillage. The existing arrangements are
most imperfect ; the pipes are utterly inadequate and
structurally defective; the connections are practically
neglected ; and it will become necessary to check any
pollution of neighbouring streams. The Death Rate of
Brewood has been conclusively proved to be far higher
than the normal Rural Rate, and 1 advise the Council
strongly to adopt a thorough and efficient sewage system
for this district.

Uneertified
Deaths.

Vaccination,

Typhoid

Fever,

Brewood
Sewerage.



Diphtheria.

Scarlet Fever.,
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Diphtheria in the Distriet.

(Cases = In 1898 11

I_lefmthf 4 3 3

Houses infected 6 = ~
Brewood, 6 Stretton, 1 Essington, 1

The two notable outbreaks were in Coven and Bishops
Wood. At Coven I presented a report in Febrnary on the

school drainage ; sewage running into the brook; the

children having no proper water supply ; and in drinking
from the brook incurring serious danger. In one of the
cottages the water was analysed and condemned, and
fumigation, disinfection, and destruction of bedding, was
thoroughly carried out. At Bishops Wood we had
fortunately an ideal position of iselation, and by prompt
action we were able to localise the disease. The drainage
was bad; the water, suspicious. I visited these cases,
and can testify to the efficient and vigorous action of your
Sanitary Inspector.

scarlet Fever in the Distriet.

Cases 80 In 1898 218

Deaths ... 1 o 5

Houses infected 41 b 109
Penkridge ... 26 Wyrley ... & Brewood 3
Dunston ... 14 Lapley 51 Bednall ... 8
Cheslyn Hay 12 Bushbuary... 5 Essington ... 1
Shareshill ... 1 Hilton & il Total ... B0

I reported in July on insanitary property in Dunston,
where several cases occurred. HKach initial outbreak has
been investigated by the Inspector and myself, with pro-
vision of disinfectants, fumigating, and attention to all
nunisances. The Council will shortly be asked to
seriously consider the question of Hospital Isolation, either
for the requirements of the District itself, or in co-opera-
tion with neighbouring Couneils. 1 shall submit to the
Counncil the reasons for such, the kind of provisionneeded,

and the advantages to be obtained therefrom.
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I ean say little as to progress on the question of Water
Supply, notably in Wyrley and Cheslyn Hay. Sanitary
Eungineers are working at it, and (.rﬂlnp#].-'!ll{} have been
approached. One tlunn‘ is Lﬂdent if buildings are to be
put up, and such are ﬂadly needed, the Parish Couneils
must force on this gquestion of Water. Public interests,
apart from hygienie, will materially suffer, if a public
supply of water is not speedily forthcoming.

Sanitary Work of the Year,

(1) Incerporated provisions of the Town Police Clauses
Act, 1847, as to Fires, contained in Section 171 of the
Pubhc I{Eﬂ th Act, 18?.) to be in force in Hilton.

(2) Powers, under Section 157 of the Public Health
Aet, 1875, to make Bye-Laws for new streets and buildings
in Huntington.

(3) Powers, under Section 23 of the Public Health
Acts Amendment Act, 1890, to make Bye-Laws for flush-
ing water closets, structure of floors, hearths, and stair-
cases, and height of rooms used as ‘human h:-llntﬂt.unm
paving of yards, and open spaces in connection with
dwelling houses, and provisions of secondary means of
access for removal of house refuse, ete., in cases of new
streets #or parishes of Bushbury and Huntington.

(4) Powers of Section 25 (unhealthy sites) and Section
33 (buildings described in deposited plans, otherwise than
dwelling houses, not to be used as such) to be in foree in
Bushbury and Huntington.

Heath Town Sewerage.
In November I presented a Report on the Heath Town
I |
Sewerage Farm at Coven Heath.

In the two settling tanks there was no chemical treat-
ment of sewage, and no proper precipitation. The manholes
were cheked with sewage, pipes broken, and sewage leak-
ing into ditches. There appeared to be no systematic
inspection or supervision. The smells in the vicinity were
most offensive, and I advised the Couneil to insist on the
immediate abatement of the nuisance.

Further details of Sanitary Work will be added to this
Report, and I enclose the usual Schedules provided by the
Local Government Board and the County Couneil.

I remain, Gentlemen,
Yours respectfully,
M. HOSEGOOD, M.B.,
Medical Officer of Health.

Water
Supply.

Additional
Powers con-
ferred upon
the Council.

Heath Town
Sewerage.


















