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The population of the County continues to rise and the Registrar
General estimates that there has been an increase of just over 4000
between the mid-year of 1946 and the mid-year of 1947, the rise having
been of greater magnitude in the rural area than in Cambridge. In the
former, Chesterton Rural District shows the smallest rise and South
Cambridgeshire Rural District much the largest,

As might have been expected, there has been a considerable rise
in the birth rate between 1946 and 1947, but even so the rate for the
County as a whole is not greatly in excess of that for the year 1944.
The rise in Cambridge is of very small extent from which it follows that
the rural districts are chiefly responsible for the total rise, though in
Chesterton there has been an actual fall.

The fall in the illegitimate birth rate has continued and in the rural
area has been quite remarkable, but even there the figure is still some-
what in excess of that of the last full year before the war, 19388, Still,
the hope expressed in the 1946 report that the rate might be returning
to pre-war levels appears so far to be justified.

After being nearly stationary between 1945 and 1946, the still
birth rate showed a marked fall in 1947 and is now at a low level never
previously attained. In the rural area especially the figure is really
astonishingly low and it remains to be seen whether such a standard
can be permanently maintained. The explanation is not altogether
obvious, but it may be guessed that the inereasing attention paid to the
dietary of expectant mothers is an important factor. It may be also
that the improved knowledge of the condition known as haemolytic
disease of the new born may have played some part, but this would
probably apply to hospital cases only.

There has been a further fall in the infant mortality rate in the
whole County in which both Cambridge and the rural area have shared.
The rate in the rural area is still somewhat higher than that in the
borough, but both are well below the rate of 41 which obtained in
England and Wales. In spite of the hot summer, deaths from diarrhoea
have fallen in both parts of the County, there having been only one
such death in Cambridge and four in the rural area. There has been a
large fall in the number of deaths from prematurity, only five having
been due to this cause in Cambridge and four in the Rural Districts.
Pneumonia accounted for five deaths in Cambridge and two in the
rural area. The largest cause in either place was congenital malforma-
tion and birth injury, but it cannot be said which of these two rather
different factors played the greater part, as they are not listed separately
by the Registrar General,

There has been one maternal deatlr from sepsis which occurred
in the Borough of Cambridge, but as this is the only death from this
cause in the whole County in a period of three years it can hardly be
regarded as a matter for great concern, while it may be pointed out
that 1947 was the sixth successive vear in which there were no deaths
from this cause in the rural area. There were 2 deaths from other
puerperal conditions in the administrative county as against 4 in the
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previous year, one each in Cambridge and the rural area, giving death
rates of 0.6 in Cambridge and 0.7 in the rural area., The maternal
death rate as a whole is thus very low.

The death rate from pulmonary tuberculosis has fallen in Cambridge
and has risen in the rural area. The rate of 0.29 in Cambridge is the
same as that of the year 1938, Only in one other year has the rate been
lower than this and that was in 1942 when it was very slightly better
at 0.28. There has been a rising tendency in the rural area during the
past three years, but it must be remembered that the rate in 1944 was
a record low one and the 1947 rate is still rather lower than that of 1948,

The position as regards non-pulmonary tuberculosis in Cambridge
is not so satisfactory, the rate of 0.09 being the highest for several
years, making the death rate from all forms of tuberculosis exaetly
the same as that of the previous year. While the death rate from
non-pulmonary tuberculosis in the rural area is not substantially higher
than that of the previous year and is considerably lower than that of
1945, the death rate from all forms has risen somewhat because of the
inerease in the pulmonary rate.

There has been a definite rise in the cancer death rate in the County
as a whole caused entirely by a marked rise in the rural area, the rate in
Cambridge having remained unchanged over a period of three years. It
may be thought extraordinary that with the improved methods of treat-
ment of this disease the death rate does not fall, but it must be remem-
bered that cancer is a disease of old age. In the absence of any known
method of prevention except in certain special forms of the disease
(not occurring in Cambridgeshire) the increased number of people
living to advanced years must give rise to an increased number of
cases. It is therefore probably to the credit of improved methods of
treatment that the death rate does not actually rise in Cambridge and
does not rise to a greater extent in the rural area.

~ The figures showing the incidence of the principal infectious
diseases (civilians only) in the county during the year, with those of the
two previous years for comparison, are set out below :—

1945 1946 1947

Scarlet Fever ) =4 128 135 88

Diphtheria ., . s 9 5 5

Enterie Fever 3 1 2
(including paratyphoid)

Smallpox : ol = — s =

Cerebro-spinal Fever i — 6 6

Pneumonia 41 29 59

There has been a satisfactory decline in the number of cases of
scarlet fever, and diphtheria continued at the low level of the previous
year. No doubt immunisation plays some part in keeping the diphth-
eria rate down but how far the level would be above that of pre-war
years in the county without immunisation is problematical. Cerebro-
spinal fever has not completely disappeared after its rather high inci-
dence in the war years and there has been a rise in the number of






Swavesey .. i s s " 29
Waterbeach 4 g % i —_
Wicken A ik - o i —_
Willingham o A £ o 18

Under the individual schemes of the Rural Distriet Couneils,
994 children of under school age were immunised, making, with those
immunised at infant welfare centres, a total of 1459 in this class as
against 1302 in the previous year.

MIDWIFERY, MATERNITY AND CHILD
WELFARE SERVICES

In 1947, notification of intention to practise was received from 47

midwives, the total number known to be practising at the end of the
vear being 44,

Midwives attended 662 confinements during the vear acting as
midwives only in 369 cases and as maternity nurses under medieal
direction in 293. They found it necessary to summon medical aid in
147 of the cases in which they acted as midwives only,

The fall in the number of maternity cases admitted to the County
Hospital which took place in 1946 was followed by a sharp rise in 1947
In the latter year there were 1,652 admissions as compared with 1,289
in the previous year. The number of admissions from the rural area
rose from 511 to 685, while the number from Cambridge rose from 778
to 967. In addition to the admissions from the rural area to the
County Hospital there were 5 admissions to the Grange Maternity
Home, Ely, and 49 to White Lodge Hospital, Newmarket.

Ninety-three women from the rural area were admitted to Adden-
brooke’s Hospital for abnormalities connected with pregnancy or
parturition, 10 more than in 1946. This represents the biggest rise
for some time.

At the end of the year there were nine midwives qualified to admin-
Ister gas and air analgesia, the same number as at the end of the previous
year. The number of cases in which the method was used, however,
rose from 86 in 1946 to 144 in 1947. The old difficulty of obtaining
vacancies 1n training institutions existed throughout 1947, but at the
time of writing it can be reported that a considerable improvement

occurred in the early part of 1948 and the figures may be expected to

show a substantial increase at the end of that year.

The total number of births notified as having taken place in the
rural area during 1947 was 619 including 3 still births. In order to get
a proper idea of the number of notified births belonging to the rural
area there should be added the transferred notifications (mainly of
institutional births) from other areas. The total figure then becomes
1448, of which 17 were still births and the approximation to the
number of registered births, on which the caleulations in the preceding
section of the report are based becomes reasonably close,
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Verminous conditions are dealt with at these visits so far as possible.
The details of the work connected with the supervision of boarded
out children are as follows :—

Homes inspected . .. i 55 it Y
Approved , i i o " .. 25
Total number supervised i il .. 133
Children on register at beginning of year 77 .
New cases S i o i v O
Removed from register o .- T |
Remaining on register at end of year .. 62
Orders of Court made under Sect. 212 -s. Nil

Of the children remaining on the register at the end of the year
55 were boarded out for reward and 7 had been placed for adoption.

There were 5 cases of failure to notify the removal of a child during
the year.

Eight notifications relating to 8 separate children were made by
individuals concerned under the Adoption of Children (Regulation)
Act of 1939 and the necessary supervision between the reception of the
child and the making of the legal adoption order was carried out. :

Infant Welfare Centres.—During the year a new centre was opened
at Elsworth, making the total number in operation during the year 32,
including the centre at Croydon which is usually regarded as an offshoot
from Steeple Morden.

The number of children attending the centres during the vear was
2,585 of whom 874 were still under the age of one year at the end of the
year. The number of new children attending was 1,113 of whom 890
were under the age of one vear at the date of their first attendance.
The total number in attendance is somewhat greater than that in the
previous year, but still not so great as that in 1945. The number of new
children under the age of one vear is, however, greater than that of
either vear.

The following figures give details of the work of individual centres :

New cases  Total in attendance

Abington e e ‘e 26 59
Balsham. . g i o 26 G
Barrington ke i iz 21 35
Bassingbourn . . ik i 39 148
Bottisham e e ok a9 39
Boarn .. 5 o o H 8o
Burwell 5k i P 43 0o
Castle Camps .. ik e 5 42
Cheveley g e i 23 41
Coton .. ot = 2t a7 B4
Cottenham A it Gis 22 a8
Croydon ik S . 8 18
Dullingham i o o 31 61
Duxford iy i kA 25 82
Elsworth =% o i 56 7
Fordham o i = k| 5
Fulb:ourn o o i 34 122

Gamlingay o i - 48 80
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Health for permission to continue to pay grants for longer than the
normal period, none of which was refused.

Sanatorium Accommodation.—There was no real change in the bed
situation during the year. The acute shortage continued as before
and, although the number on the waiting list at the end of the year was
only 12 as against 22 at the end of the previous year, the reduction in

h
’i

the number was achieved by refraining from applying for sanatorium

accommodation rather than by an increased allotment of accommoda-
tion to patients. Some alleviation resulted from the arrangement of

a number of short stays in sanatorium during which a necessary surgical

procedure was carried out to enable more satisfactory treatment at the
Clinic to be given. In order that the figures may be in some degree

comparable with those of the previous year, however, the short stay
cases are omitted from the details hereunder :—

In Sanatoria Admitted Total

Jan, 1st, 1947 during 1947 treated 1947

Adult males . .42 35 i :
Adult females .. 28 30 58. v
Children .. ol i 21 38

87 86 178

The 86 new admissions constitute 14 more than the number in the
previous year and a good deal of the increase is due to the larger number of

children admitted (21 as against 9). The figures for total admissions in

the last few vears are 1946, 72; 1945, 74; 1944, 75; 1943, 89; 1942, 98,

MENTAL. DEFICIENCY ACTS i

In 1947, 27 new cases were considered by the Committee for the
Care of the Mentally Defective, 7 notified by the County Education
Committee, 16 by the Borough Committee for Education. 3 by the
Police and 1 by the Secretary of State. ,

The method of dealing with them was :—

Petition for Certified Institution . 4
Statutory Supervision . o Ao
Voluntary Supervision 5 il
Order of Secretary of State T
Order of Court (Sec. 8) 5 1

At the end of the year there were 28 cases on leave of absence from
mstitutions,

During recent years the attempt to work the Mental Deficiency

- Acts has been reduced almost to an absurdity by reason of the great .

lack of institutional accommodation. Not only is it impossible to deal
with positions of inherent danger in cases under Statutory Supervision
or Guardianship but even the most urgent and distressing cases cannot

] L™y . " i = = Ty
bhe |i~La.u,d in mstitutions, the only form of care really suited to their
needs.















