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of the borough. It contains 8 beds, and can be rapidly
expanded. The Town Couneil have agreed to receive cases
from the Rural Distriets as far as practicable.

Maternity Homes.—The County Council are the
Registration Authority under the Midwives and Maternity
Homes Act, 1926, for the whole of the Administrative
Countv. They approved and registered 7 premises as
Mﬂ.terﬁit}* Homes, 5 in Cambridge and 2 in Chesterton
Rural Distriet, and exempted one institution from registra-
tion. One small Home in the Chesterton Rural Distriet
ceased to be used as a Maternity Home during the year,
leaving 6 premises on the register. There were no fresh
applications for registration. All the Homes were re-
inspected and no orders were made cancelling registration.
Byelaws, mainly on the lines of the Ministry’s model, were
made by the Council during the vear, the sanction of the
Ministry being obtained.

Maternity Hospital.—There is no maternity hospital in
the Administrative County. The Town and County Councils
pay for the maintenance of difficult cases in Addenbrooke’s
Hospital, and the insufficiency of the acecommodation thus
afforded has been ecommented on in previous reports. Some
relief will be afforded by the opening of a ward of 8 beds at
the hospital, but the Counecil have taken the view that the
necessary accommodation can only be fully met by the
provision of a maternity home in conneetion with the
Hospital, supported by grants from the public authorities
concerned, an ante-natal clinic being a most essential part
of such a scheme.

MIDWIVES ACTS.
The County Council are the Local Supervising Authority
for the Administrative County, but to facilitate the working
of the Maternity and Child Welfare scheme of the Borough
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of rural parishes now without such provision has been
reduced to 26, with a combined population of 7,700,

Apart from intention to practise and change of addvess,
notifications received from midwives numbered 273, against
980 in 1926. They comprised medical help for mother 179,
for infant 47, liability to be a source of infection 10, death of
infant 8, still birth 20, laying out the dead 4, and artificial
feeding 5. All cases of rise of temperature, infection,
inflammation of eyes, death of mother or infant, and still-
birth are the subject of enquiry. It may be noted that no
death of a mother was notified in the practice of a midwife
during the year, and only two cases of inflammation of the
eves of the infant, both of which were sljght.

The proportion of total births in the Administrative
County to which medical aid for mother or infant was
summoned by midwives in circumstances of difficulty rose
from 5.2 per cent. in 1919 to 9.3 per cent. in 1926, and was
12.0 per cent. in 1927. Omitting aid for infants from
consideration, the number of mothers thus aided in
connection with pregnancy or confinement was 179 in 1927,
against 144 in 1926. Claims for payment of the doctor’s fee
under the provisions of the Midwives Aect, 1818, were
received in respect of 180 cases cut of 226 in which the doctor
was summoneid to attend either mother or infant, as
compared with 152 claims received in 1926. Where
practicable, some portion of the fee is received from the
patient. A grant is made by the County Council to the
Surgical Aid Association for their services in assessing and
collecting payments in Cambridge Borough.

MATERNITY AND CHILD WELFARE.
The maternity and child welfare scheme for the Borough
of Cambridge is administered by the Town Council, and that
for the rural area of the County by the County Couneil.
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the health of mothers, the making of garments, ete., while
instruction to girls in mothereraft is now taught in all the
girls” schools.

During the year 10 maternity cases were maintained by
the Town Council in beds in Addenbrooke’s Hospital, and
an arrangement has now been entered into with the Poor
Law Guardians for the reception of maternity cases in the
new block of the Infirmary.

The Town Council's scheme for dental treatment of
mothers and children below school age, under the direction
of the Public Dental Officer, includes expectant and nursing
mothers in attendance at the Infant Welfare Centres, and
aims mainly at the prevention of dental caries by
instructional methods, though much actual disease still of
necessity calls for treatment. During the year 64 mothers
received treatment, including the provision of dentures,
while 279 children were enrolled in the scheme for
supervision and any necessary treatment. This is an
appreciable advance on the previous year’s work, some 952
attendances in all being paid. The educational opportunities
afforded should be of great value,

A Health and Cleanliness Exhibition arranged by the
Town Council was held in the Guildhall for several days.
The exhibits, many of which were lent by well-known
national agencies, included matters relating to maternity
and child welfare, care of the teeth, prevention of
tuberculosis, clean milk production, Red Cross work, ete.
In addition to the exhibits, lectures and health plays were
given and films shown. Special facilities were afforded for
the attendance of people from the villages on the last day,
the programme for which was arranged by the County
Council. This exhibition successfully achieved its object of
arousing public interest in health matters, The attendance
is estimated at about 7,000 persons.
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Tirst visits to infants showed a reduction from 1041 in
1926 to 929 ; the smaller number of births has to be kept in
mind. In spite of the smaller number of expectant mothers
the number to whom first visits were paid inereased from 560
to 582. Although rather fewer total visits were paid the
proportion of expectant mothers coming under supervision
and advice increased from 49.4 per cent, in 1926 to 54.7 per
cent. in 1927, calculated on births in all social classes. The
proportion in the working classes thus assisted must
therefore be much higher.

The Health Visitors undertake for the Poor Law
Guardians the home visitation of children who are received
by foster parents for payment, and therefore come within
the provisions of the Children Aect. Fifty-three children were
supervised in this way during the year.

The County Council do not directly administer Maternity
and Child Welfare Centres, but give financial assistance to
voluntary centres established in the larger villages which are
in need of such support, There are now 6 centres at work,
a new one having started during the year at Histon, and a
fresh ecentre is contemplated at Fordham. Grants were made
to three of these Centres by the County Council.

The assistance given by home-helps to women during
confinement in the management of their domestic affairs is
undoubtedly of value as relieving them of anxiety during a
trying period, but it is difficult to get women to undertake
this work. The County Council pay an annual retaining fee
and part of the remuneration in necessitous cases.
Altogether, 13 mothers obtained the services of the home-
helps during the year.

The position as regards the Maternity Hospital question
is referred to under General Provision of Health Services.
The Council have no such institution, but pay the
maintenance charges for confinement of necessitous women
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which emphasises the importance of ante-natal ecare, and
films on the care of the teeth, lent by the Dental Board of
the United Kingdom, were shown, with short explanatory
addresses to some 350 women.

A small health exhibition which was organised by Miss
D. Nichols on behalf of the Cambridegshire Federation of
Women's Institutes, travelled round the County for a
fortnight, staying one day each at selected villages serving
small groups of three or four Women's Institutes, Maternity
and Child Welfare Centres, District Nursing Associations
and Mothers’ Unions. The exhibits were the work of
members of Women's Institutes or Maternity Centres, and
their preparation thus had an educational value. They were
limited to articles within the means of the working-classes,
those relating to maternity and child welfare occupying a
prominent place. Nutritional value, and cleanly methods
relating to food, especially milk, received special attention.
Personal assistance was given by members of the staffs of
the County Agricultural and Public Health Committees and
of the University School of Agriculture.  The exhibition
created much interest and was largely attended, by men as
well as by women. The experiment was of value as show-
ing that it is possible to organise at small cost a health
exhibition for a scattered rural area, that voluntary help is
readily obtainable through the Women's Agencies, and that
the villagers do show an appreciative interest in matters
relating to health,
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After-Care Association concerns itself with adult cases, and
is advised by the Tuberculosis Officer. An annual grant of
£100 is made by the County Council, mainly with a view
to securing an adequate food supply, while funds are also
received from Friendly Societies to supplement the earnings
of tubercular insured persons who are only capable of
undertaking partial employment.  During the year the
Association were able to make grants to 30 patients, 20 of
whom were at work at the end of the vear and no longer in
need of financial aid. In addition to patients who have
been in sanatorium, early cases who are being treated at
home receive assistance. Dr. Philip points out that the
suceess of a tuberculosis scheme depends mainly on the
opportunity to adjust working hours and conditions, and
to remedy faulty home conditions, matters which have
received due attention from the Association.

In addition to the foregoing, the Public Health
Committee have given direct assistance during the year by
supplying 32 tubercular children not in attendance at school
with milk, while the Education Committee provide children
of the pre-tubercular type, who are attending school, with
malt and cod liver oil.

Sanatorium  Accommodation.—The County Council
provide this form of treatment for adults, insured or
uninsured, and for children. Preferential accommodation
is found for ex-Service men, for whom the Treasury accept
full responsibility. Patients treated during the year were

as follows: — I'n Sanat.
Jan. 1st, Total
1927. Adwmitted. Treated.
Ex-Service Men ... 8 12 20
Adult Male Civilians ... 40 43 83
Adult Females ... e DY 54 T
Children ... s L | 58 08

—y

Total 2 o ik 167 278

—— ——
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the Wassermann reaction and 3,194 for bacteriological
examination.

Propaganda.—The County Council have now for eleven
years undertaken propaganda work through the ageney of
the Cambridgeshire Branch of the British Social Hygiene
Council, to which body they make an annual grant for the
work actually carried out for the Council. The report of
the Branch Executive Committee for 1927 showed that
during the autumn the customary educational campaign was
carried out, consisting of one weelk devoted to lectures and
film displays in five villages in ‘the rural area, and of
meetings held during three days in Cambridge. Both films
and lecturer were again supplied by the British Social
Hygiene Council and met as usual with a very favourable
reception.

In the five villages visited the film ** Whatsoever a Man
Soweth " was exhibited, followed by ** The Public Health
Twins,” or by '* Venereal Diseases, a Lecture for Men,"'
shown to male members of the audiences alone. Altogether
about 770 people attended, and the audiences were repre-
sentative and appreciative, a considerable amount of
literature being sold. As usual, letters of appreciation and
gratitude were afterwards received.

In Cambridge a diffevent programme was followed, the
films shown, ** The Gift of Life "' and * Youth and Life,”
being designed to convey a wider biological knowledge of the
fundamental facts of life, which are essential as a basis of
understanding of the conduct of a healthy existence.
Three meetings were on each day attended by about 200
women, a good part of the audiences being made up of
adolescent middle-class girls and young married women, a
type not often seen at such meetings before. The separate
meetings for men were each attended by an audience of
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in providing reasonable working® facilities. I was
particularly interested to notice that on three farmis the
milkers were by no means young, as one has often heard 1t
stated that it is almost impossible to train old milkers along
the lines of modern clean milk production. It is therefore
a matter for congratulation that even the oldest of Cambs.
farm hands are willing and even anxious to show their
efficiency.”” 1 am indebted to a report by Mr. Leslie, the
County Agricultural Adviser, for the information regarding
this Competition, which promises hopefully for the future.

For the detection of tubercular milk, samples were
taken from producers, 14 by the Cambridge Town Counecil
and 32 by the County Council. The samples were submitted
for examination, including the biological test, to the
Cambridge University Institute of Animal Pathology; in
none was the tubercle bacillus detected, though the County
Council’s samples were taken from premises where cows
had previously been slaughtered under the Tuberculosis
Order. In addition to the foregoing the County Veterinary
Inspector examined a herd of cows in consequence of a
report from the London County Council that evidence of
tuberculosis had been found in a sample of milk delivered
in their area from this farm.  Altogether 23 cows were
examined, 23 milk samples taken, and one cow slaughtered
for tuberculous wudder under the provisions of the
Tuberculosis Order.

In Chesterton Rural Distriet it is noted that the
dairymen are improving in their methods and gradually
acquiring better and more up to date utensils. One new
cowshed on modern lines has been erected during the vear.

Meat.—There is no public abattoir within the County
area. The reports generally contain reference to improve-
ments effected in connection with slaughterhouses, and to
the inclusion of the use of the humane killer in the distriet












































































