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Manacers was drawn to it. In this school the roofs were leaky,
the ventilation poor and the lighting was obstructed by trees on
the opposite side of the road. The offices were in a bad state of
repair and there was a complete absence of playground, the children
having both to play and carry out physical exercises on the publie
highway, with frequent interruption by passing traffic, to say
nothing of the dangers resulting from it.

Two points of special interest in the policy of the Committee
have been the decisions to buy a large amount of school furniture,
especially for the replacement of unhygienic desks, by the raising
of a loan as an alternative to the piecemeal replacement which
has taken place in previous years, resulting in the prolonged
retention of old-fashioned furniture in many schools, and to proceed
with the improvement of a large number of playgrounds by means
of another loan.

Among improvemenis to individual schools may be noted the
resolutions to instal main water supplies at Harston, Over, Great
Chishill and Abington ; to convert the existing closets to pail closets
at Arrington, Isleham and Horseheath and in the last case to replace
the existing brick floor by a concrete one; and to supply two
additional radiators in the infants’' room at Bassingbourn and a
small hot water heating apparatus at Litlington as well as to improve
the heating at Whittlesford and Dry Drayton. The office
accommodation was increased at Toft, but unfortunately it has been
decided that the improvements in the offices at Fulbourn mentioned
as having been under consideration last year must be postponed.
Electrie light is being installed at Great Abington and Willingham
and it has been arranged to level 450 square yards of ground at Orwell
and cover with tarmacadam for use as a playground by the Council
and Church of England schools jointly.

The new Junior School at Fen Ditton was brought into use on
January 6th, 1936. It is designed on modern open air lines, having
two classrooms which ean be thrown entirely open on one side and
opened to more than half of their extent on the other side. The
system of ventilation is ingeniously devised so that a varying amount
of window and door space can be opened to suit the prevailing elimatie
conditions at a given moment. The heating is by means of panels
in the ceiling and has proved satisfactory.

At the end of the year the new Village College and Junior
Sehool built on the same site at Bottisham were practieally
complete and were brought into use immediately after the Christmas
holidays. From the medical point of view, perhaps the most
interesting feature is the clinie attached to the Jumior School, but
intended to be used, of course, by children from both schools, as well
as by mothers and children under school age in the form of premises
for an Infant Welfare Centre. This clinic was made possible by
a generous gift by the Halley Stewart Trust and is known as the
Halley Stewart Clinic. It comprises a large waiting room which
can also be used for lectures to mothers, a dressing room, a consulting
room, fully equipped for refraction work, and a bathroom. Both
consulting room and dressing room have wash basins with hot and
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Once again the number of intermediates examined is higher
than that of either entrants or leavers and again the number of
leavers is the lowest of the three. While a consideration of the
trend of the birth-rate in recent years makes it elear that the
number of entrants will be below that of intermediates, i1t is not
at all obvious why the number of leavers should be the lowest of
all. A possible explanation may be found in the tramsfer to
secondary schools of some of the children at the higher ages.

The numbers are:—Entrants 927, intermediates 986, and
leavers 903.

Findings of Medical Inspection.—The defects disclosed are set
out in the Board's Tables 11a. and 1IB. appended to this report.
The following items ecall for special comment.

Malnutrition.—As was the case last yvear, the figures relating to
the nutritional state of the children are set out in a separate table.
These figures deal with those children subjected to complete routine
inspection and, in addition, the results of the general nutritional
survey referred to in a previous paragraph are also available for
comment.

The figures set out in Table IIB. may now be compared with
the corresponding figures for 1935, the first vear in which they
were available in this form. In 19385, 267 children were classed
as of excellent nutrivion, or 9.44 per eent. of those examined, while,
in 1936, 528 children a.tained this standard, or 18.644 per cent.
Corresponding figures for * normal ' nutrition in 1935 were 2,314
or 81.83 per cent. and in 1936 are 1,938, or 68.432 per cent. Adding
the two figures together for each year, it appears that in 1935 there
were 2,581 children, or 91.27 per gent. of those examined, who
could be eclassed as of normal or ** super-normal "’ nutrition, while
in 1936 the total had fallen to 2,466, or 87.076 per cent. of those
examined.

This means that in 1936 there was some increase of under-
nourished children. The figures are, for 1935, 239 slightly
subnormal children, or 8.45 per cent., and 8 children whose
nufritional state was labelled as definitely bad, or 0.28 per cent.,
while, in 1936, 361 slightly subnormal children were found, or
12,747 per cent., and 5 children of definitely bad nutrition, or 0.177
per cent. The total of undernourished children for 1935 was 247, or
8.73 per cent., while for 1936 it was 366, or 12.924 per cent.

This rise of about 4 per cent. in the number of undernourished
children, following on a rise in the previous vear, at first sight
appears rather disquieting, but further examination of the position
reveals that it is really more satisfactory than it seems. The
whole of .the rise has taken place in the eclass labelled ** slightly
stbnormal’’ and, as was explained in the report for 1935, the criteria
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Colville (3 per cent.), Whittlesford (3.7 per cent.), Great Abington
(3.7 per cent.), Grantchester (3.7 per cent.) Barton (4 per cent.),
Milton (4 per cent.), Swavesey (4.1 per cent.), Girtnné .2 per cent.),
Longstowe (4.2 per cent.), Newton (4.3 per cent.), Soham Infants
(4.8 per cent.), Burrough Green (4.4 per cent.), Madingley (4.4 per
cent.), Harston (4.5 per cent.), Sawston Senior (4.5 per cent.),
Burwell Senior (4.8 per cent.).

With the exception of Swavesey, Sawston BSenior, Burwell
Senior and Harston, however, all the schools in the two lists have
a number in attendance of less than 100 and it is doubtful to what
extent schools with so low a number of children serve as a fair basis
of comparison. Obviously one or two more malnourished children
at such schools would be sufficient to make a considerable difference
tc the percentage. It may be of interest to compare the figures for
all the schools examined at which more than 100 children were in
attendance. The following is the list:—

Swavesey (4.1 per cent), Soham Infants (4.3 per cent.),
Harston (4.5 per cent.), SBawston Senior (4.5 per cent.), Burwell
Senior (4.8 per cent.), Histon (5.2 per cent.), Gnmlin%'ay (5.6 per
cent.), Melbourn (6.4 per cent.), Burwell Junior Parochial (7.3 per
cent.), Cottenham (8.1 per eent.), SBawston Junior (8.7 per cent.),
Bassingbourn (9.2 per cent.), Great Shelford (10.3 per eent.), Soham
Boys’ (10.7 per cent.), Linton Mixed (11.1 per ecent.).

It will be seen that the wvariation in numbers in this list is
within eonsiderably narrower limits, but even so, some of the results
are a little curious. It is diffieult to see, for instance, why Linton
should have almost twice the percentage of undernourishment than
that at Gamlingay, and why Cottenham should have approximately
twice that at Swavesey. Great Shelford has a comparatively high
percentage, but it will be seen that, taking the lists as a whole, the
great majority of the schools in close proximity to the Borough f
Cambridge have low percentages. It is perhaps noteworthy that
Linton, the school with the highest percentage in the last list, is
the only one at which more than one child was placed in eategory D.

Uncleanliness.—There were 72 (routine 65, speeial T) children
found by the Assistant School Medical Officer to have nitty or
verminous heads, as compared with 68 in the previous vear. Of the
72, 37 required immediate remedy, as compared with 22 in 1935, and
85 were noted for observation only. The percentages of unclean
children based on routine examination only have been:—

1932, 1933, 1934, 1935. 1936.
Total found unelean (all

degrees) ... 28 238 19 21 2.5
Requiring treatment ... 0.9 1.1 1.4 0.8 1.3

Thus the percentage found unclean was the highest for some
years and, of these, the proportion requiring immediate remedy was
well above the yearly average for the past five years. Attention was
drawn in the report for 1935 to the preventable nature of this
ccendition and enee again emphasis must be laid on the regret which
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Dental Defects.—These are dealt with in the reports of the
School Dentists, which are appended, and in Table V.

Orthopaedic and Postural Defects.—A total of 119 cases of
deformity was discovered, as against 42 in the previous year. Of
these 48 were cases of rickets (20 in 1955). There were 9 cases of
spinal curvature, whereas none were discovered in 1935, and this
makes it probable that the view expressed in the report for that year
to the effect that minor eases had not been recorded was the correct
one. Of this large nuimber of cases of deformity, only 29 were
thought to require treatment, the remainder requiring no more than
observation, but this figure of 29 is over three times as high as the
corresponding figure for the previous vear. No cases of tuberculosis
of the bones and joints were discovered at routine inspection, but
two such ecases in children of school age were sent to orthopaedie
hospitals by the Tubereulosis Officer during 1936.

Heart Disease and Rheumatism.—Four cases of organiec heart
disease were found, the number in the previous year being two, but
these figures are too small to be of statistical significance,  All
required observation only. Twenty-eight cases of functional heart
disease were recorded, but their significanee is wholly problematieal
and it seems doubtful whether they should be regarded as cases of

heart disease at all.

Tuberculosis.—Again no cases of the pulmonary type of the
disease were discovered at school mediecal inspeetion, but it will be
remembered that the reason for this was diseussed in the report for
1935, and it is not necessarily an indication of the amount of
pulmonary tuberculosis actually existing in school children, although
there is no doubt that the elinieally recognisable cases are extremely
few in number. Four ecases of other forms of tuberculosis were
found (six in 1935) and two of these were glandular (four in 19335).
At the end of the year, two children were at certified special schools
suffering from the pulmonary form of the disease and two suffering
from the non-pulmonary form. One case of arrested pulmonary
disease and thirty-four of non-pulmonary disease were at ordinary
elementary schools and one case of non-pulmonary disease was not

at any school.

Diseases of the Skin.—The following figures show the incidence
of the prineipal contagious skin diseases:—

Discovered Notified by

at Routine Teachers or
Inspeetions. Nurses. Total.
Ringworm of the sealp 9 14 19
Ringworm of the body 5 ) 13
Seabies 5 1 6
Impetigo 3 102 108
10
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Cod liver oil and malt has continued to fill a need which is not
met by milk in every case and has been supplied free or at a small
weekly charge in suitable cases throughout the year.

Ill-nourished children admitted to residential open air schools
during 1936 numbered 6, making, with three in residence at the
beginning of the year a total of 171 who have been maintained in
such institutions since the arrangements started.

Uncleanliness.—As was the case in previous years, there were
no routine inspections of schools by School Nurses for the discovery
of verminous children. The Eduecation Committee has, however,
decided that the time has arrived when arrangements for such
inspections should be instituted and have agked the Distriet Nursing
Associations to allow their nurses to undertake this work as from
April 1st, 1937. In consideration of their doing so, an extra grant
of £50 is being paid to the County Nursing Association for distribu-
tion to the Distriet Asdociations. As was pointed out in the report
for 1935, it is not to be expected that such an arrangement will lead
to an immediate decrease in the number of uneclean eases found,
but an apparent increase is likely at first owing to the intensified
vigilanee which it is hoped will result.

During 1936, the supervision of eases of uncleanliness discovered
at routine inspection continued and special visits were made to
schools by Sechool Nurses when circumstances arose which made
them necessary.

Thirty-seven such visits were made and a total of 1,376 children
were examined, 100 showing some degree of uncleanliness. The
proportion of uneclean children found is very much less than that
found in 1935. In fact, the actual number is less by 27 in spite of
there having been nearly 400 more children examined. Nevertheless,
exclusion proved necessary for 74 children as ecompared with 57 in
1985 and 22 in 1934. In one case, proseculion was necessary and
the parents were fined the sum of £1. This prosecution was taken
under the bye-laws relating to school attendance.

The School Nurses give valuable advice and help in the eleansing
of verminous children, but, as is usual in rural areas, there are no
cleansing stations which can be used for the work in difficult cases.

Minor Ailments and Diseases of the Skin.—There is nothing of
note to report under this head.

Visual Defects.—A total of 203 children were dealt with during
1936 (222 in 1935) of whom 177 received attention under the
Committee’s scheme (176 in 1935) and 23 through private
practitioners or otherwise unofficially. Of those who came under the
Committee's scheme, 105 (including two children of under school
age) were dealt with by the Assistant Sehool Medical Officer as
against 72 in 1935 and 72 by Dr. Graham at Cambridge (104 in
1985). 1t will be seen therefore that the numbers dealt with by
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the two methods have been practically reversed, and this is due
to the fact that it was necessary in 1935 to refer many more cases
to Dr. Graham owing to the sudden death of the Assistant School
Medical Officer and the diffieulty of finding an immediate successor
prepared to carry out refractions. Spectacles were prescribed for
and received by 187 children, of whom 161 received them with the
aid of the Committee. The total number of children examined for
the purpose of preseribing glasses shows a drop as compared with
the figures for 1985, but it will be noted that the whole of this
drop is in relation to children treated privately and that the number
dealt with through the school medical service remains practically
unchanged.

It has been found that the method of refraction used up to the
middle of 1935 was not entirely satisfactory in two respects. In
the first place, the visiting of small schools for the examination of
one or two children was not economieal of time, and, in the second
place, the carrying out of refractions by means of a combined lamp
and retinoscope worked by a small dry battery did not give the
best results. For this reason much larger numbers of the children
treated by the Assistant School Medical Officer have been brought
into Cambridge for the purpose, travelling expenses being paid in
appropriate cases. It is hoped that a good deal of this travelling
will be obviated when the erection of village colleges with rooms
suitable for eve work has been completed, and in the meantime
it is being arranged that the larger schools shall be visited where
there is a room having electrie light which can be used for the
carrying out of refraction and testing.

Nose and Throat Defects.—The total number of children treated
for these defects was 38. Of these, 30 received operative treatment,
11 aided by the Local Authority and 19 making their own arrange-
ments. The number receiving operative treatment is 22 less than
the number in 1935 and the fall affects chiefly the number aided
by the Loecal Authority. This is an exact reversal of the position
noted in 1935, when there had been an inerease both in the total
number and in the number aided by the Committee. The number
receiving other forms of treatment was 8 as against 7 in the previous
vear, but it may be pointed out again that the figures relating to
these forms of treatment are difficult to obtain with any degree of
aceuracy.

Dental Treatment.—During 1936, important developments in
the dental work in the schools of the County have taken place. The
gsecond dental surgeon, mentioned in the report for 1985, commenced
duties on February 1st and the two dental attendants also began work
at different times. The result is that during the year under discussion
it has been reasonably possible for the first time to give adequate
treatment to all children desiring it in both elementary and secondary
schools of the area. The appointment of the second dental surgeon
has, of course, been the prime factor in this achievement, but the
work of the dental attendants must not be underrated, as they have
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undoubtedly been of great assistance and have relieved the
dentists of much routine work, besides helping in the control of the
children.

The Education Committee also decided, when considering
estimates for the financial year 1937-38, to make provision for the
travelling dental clinie which is thought to be necessary, and it was
hoped that during 1937 this proposal might have come to fruition,
Unfortunately, however, the County Couneil felt that, at a time when
expenditure was rising in so many directions, this item should not
be approved and the matter has had to be postponed for at least
another year. It is to be hoped that this decision will not result in
anything more than a postponement, as it is hopeless to expect the
dentists to produce really good work under the conditions obtaining
at some of the rural schools.

In 1936, elinie sessions have been held at the Shire Hall for the
treatment of both elementary and secondary school children, largely
on Saturday mornings. These have been found to be of great
advantage in that a good deal of treatment requiring more than ons
visit can be acecomplished and properly supervised, and also that a
certain amount of treatment of an emergency nature found to b=
neceszary between the routine visits of the dentists to the schools
can be done. In addition, in the case of secondary school children,
much of the treatment ean be carried out in the school holidays,
thus saving loss of time and inconvenience to the teaching staff during
the term.

In the course of the year, the two dental surgeons have inspected
7739 children attending elementary schools and 3288 have received
treatment.

The number of children inspected was T01 less than in the
previous year, but on the other hand the number of children treated
was 879 more, while the number inspected in secondary schools was
an increase of 629, with a corresponding increase in the numbers
treated.

The percentage of elementary school children requiring treatment
was 06.7, a considerable rizse over the figure for the previous year,
which was itself higher than the figures for 1933 and 1934. To what
extent this figure represents an actual rise in the amount of dental
disease, and to what extent it reflects the greater care which it has
been possible to give to the examination of each child because of the
increase in staff, is problematical, but it seems probable that tha
latter suggestion is the more correct one.

The percentage of children receiving treatment of those found
to require 1t was 63.7 as agninst 62.9 in the previous year. This
slight rise is gratifying for what it is worth, but even this figure is
slightly less than that for 1934 and it is doubtful whether much
significance can be attached to it. Tt rather seems as though the
number accepting treatment had attained a more or less constant
level. ~ The absence of appreciation of this valuable publie service
in the minds of many people is amazing, and the excuses advanced
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It was not possible to publish figures comparable to the above
:n the report for 1935 for the reasons stated there. On comparing
them with the figures for 19584, it is evident that there has been an
‘nerease in every single group except in that relating to'hmne visits.
It may be deduced that parents are paying more attention to minot
defects in their children and are more readily applying 1o orthopedic
clinies for adviee with regard to them. The falling off in the
pumber of home visits may be taken as some corroboration of this.
No doubt it reflects the greater accessibility of clinies as transport
facilities improve, but it seems fair to assume that a diminished
severity in the conditions treated is a factor. The proportion of
adult new cases is considerably higher than in 1984 and seems to
throw some doubt on the deduction which was made from the
figures for that year that a very large proportion of orthopedic defects
are discovered and treated in early life. Actually, however, there
is no ground for doubt, as the inereased proportion of adult cases
is probably related to {he fact that it is becoming the practice to
classify as orthopmdic cases many conditions which would at one
time have been regarded as general surgical cases, notably fractures
of various kinds.  Every effort ic made to discover orthopedic
cases at the earliest possible age and to persuade the parents
to aceept treatment in order to prevent the severe degrees
of erippling which may result from neglect.  This is largely
achieved through the work of the Distriet Nurses in their capaeity
of Health Visitors among children of under school age and there 18
no reason to think that this work is failing in its purpose.

Besides the grant made direct to the British Red Cross Society,
the Education Committee has assisted various individual cases in
the purchase and repair of splints and appliances during the year.
This form of help was granted on 7 oceasions, one child being
assisted on two separate occasions, s0 that the number of individual
children concerned was 6.

The crippled child who was being maintained at the Heritage
Craft Schools, Chailey, Sussex, was discharged as having received
maximum beenfit, but another crippled child was admitted to the
Manfield Orthopedic Hospital and remained there at the end of
the year. Four children of school age were given treatment ab
appropriate institutions for tuberculosis of bones and joints under
the Public Health Committee’s scheme for the treatment of
tuberculosis, three being mnew admissions.  None remained in
institutions at the end of the year.

Tuberculosis.—The following are the figures relating to the
treatment of this disease in children of school age for the year 1930.

Admitted during 1936: Boys. Girls Total
Lungs and Thoracic Glands — 1 1
Cervical Glands 1 — 1
Knee Joint ... 2 - 2
Spine — 1 1
Abdomen 1 — 1

Total ... 4 2 6
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The prevalence of scarlet fever was somewhat less in 1936 than
in the previous vear and once again the notified cases had the curious
characteristic of quite sporadic occurrence. Nothing which could
be deseribed as an epidemic occurred, the cases being widely seattered
throughout the County. There wasg, as usual, some reason to believe
that a number of mild and undiscovered cases existed as well as
those actually diagnosed.

The almost complete absence of diphtheria continues. While
this is gratfying for the present, it makes it probable that any
epidemic which does arrive will be the more devastating in its effects.
So far it has not been possible to arrange for any scheme of artificial
immunisation, the importance of which in non-epidemic times has
been urged on several previous ocecasions. A report was presented
to the County Publiec Health Committee during the year suggesting
certain possibilities and this was ordered to be forwarded to Iile local
sanitary authorities, but, so far as is known, no action has resulted.

Perhaps the most noteworthy feature during the year was the
extensive outbreak of German Measles which affected both the
Borough of Cambridge and the rural area. Large numbers of cases
oceurred resulting in widespread absence from school, but, as usual,
there were no complications or after effects. This disease and chicken
pox are of quite minor importance in themselves and were it not
for the possibility of confusion with measles and small pox
respectively, would probably attract much less attention than they
already do. As it is, it seems doubtful whether the period of absence
from school preseribed could not be eut down in both eases without
any serious harm resulting. In the ease of chicken pox, of course,
the rash remains for a considerable period and is rather disfiguring
g0 that the edueation of publie opinion to allow of school attendance
while it exists would probably be a diffieult matter. It is certain
that a considerable proportion of the rather large number of cases
of measles were in fact cases of German measles,

Provision of Meals.

Once again it is not possible to record an increase during the
Yyear in the number of schools where a hot mid-day meal is
obtainable by the children who have to remain at school all day, but
the accession of the new Village College at Bottisham to the number
since the end of the year is to be noted with satisfaction. There can
be no doubt of the great value of such an arrangement.

The following notes furnished by Head Teachers give some
account of the work in the five schools in which it has been earried
on during the year under diseussion.

Bassingbourn Council School.—'* From September 21st, 1986, to
March 5th, 1937, 4,309 dinners were served to a maximum of 58 and
an average of 38 children. The charge is 3d. per dinner, Infants
paying 2d. and Standard 1. 23d. Reductions are also made where
there are several in one family. Of the three families who stayed
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at mid-day, but did not partake of the hot dinner last year, five
children have been provided with free dinners by the County Council,
leaving only two children who bring their own.”

Burwell Senior Council School.—'* Our arrangements this year
have been almost identical with those of last year. The numbers
taking hot meals were rather less this year than in the previous year.
The decline is due to the smaller number of children who remain
at school during the mid-day recess and the percentage of such
children who take the meal has remained much the same. About
30 children participated during the first term and 22 during the
second. The charge, 21d., has remained the same.”

Isleham C. of E. School.—** Kindly gifts of vegetables and fruit
brought from parents and friends have made a two course hot meal
possible for 2d. per head and for a profit to be shown. The Cookery
Class in turn arrange a varied menu, purchase, cook and pay for
an average of 25 children a day. They also show a balance sheet
at the end of each week.”

Sawston Senior School.—'* The dinner scheme in this school
continues very much as in previous years. The highest number
reached last term was 160 and during several weeks the average was
over 150. Very few children who begin to take advantage of the
scheme ever cease taking it, though many of them have very decided
preference and dislikes with regard to the food provided. Salads in
the summer and soup in the winter are becoming more popular: at
one time a considerable number of children refused to look at either
of these. The present Domestic Science Teacher has given very
careful thought to the preparation and arrangement of the meal.”’

Fordham C. of E. School.—'* The mid-day meal during the past
winter appealed to an increasing number of children, an average of
forty now being catered for. The charge has been 1/- per week for
an only child in a family, and 10d. for each child when more than
cne in the family. The cooking of the meal has been done by the
senior girls, one of whom is also responsible for the keeping of
accounts, and a member of the staff supervises. A woman has now
been engaged by the Committee to do the washing up.”

As has been said earlier in the report 38 children were receiving
mid-day meals at the cost of the Education Committee at the end
of the year,

Co-operation.

As in previous vears, great assistance in the work of the
School Medical Service has been given by the many voluntary
bodies, both loeal and national, at work in the area. Special
reference and grateful acknowledgement should be made to the
County Nursing Association and Distriet Nursing Associations,
the County Branch of the British Red Cross Society, the
Cambridge and District Central Aid Society, Addenbrooke’s
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Hospital, the National Society for the Prevention of Cruelty to
Children, Dr. Barnardo's Homes, the Invalid Children’s Aid
Society and the Ogilvie Trust. To all of these bodies some degree
of remuneration has been paid by the Education Committee either
in the form of annual grant or of payment per case, but it has never
been suggested by the bodies coneerned that their assistance is
conditional upon the actual amount received.

Onece again the unfailing help of the Head Teachers and their
great interest in the children has been one of the mainstays of the
work. Not the least important side of the work of the school
medical service is that conmected with the eare of individual
children between the routine inspections, and without the ready
co-operation of the teaching staff the possibilities in this direction
would be extremely limited. The time and energy which attention
to these cases requires must be considerable and full acknowledge-
ment is made of the assistance received.

The Fduecation Department and Publie Health Department
interchange information freely and all departments of the County
Couneil give assistance wherever possible.

It will not be out of place in this connection to record the full
weasure of co-operation which exists between the school medieal
department and the loeal sanitary authorities in connection with
the control of infectious disease and to express thanks to Dr. A,
Morgan, the Medical Officer of Health, for the help which he is
always ready to give.

Blind, Deaf, Defective and Epileptic Children.

Details regarding exceptional children in the area will bhe
found in Table ITI. at the end of this report. During the year,
6 children were sent to open-air schools and one to a special sehool
for the mentally defective.

The year’s rvecord of children maintained in institutions
is as follows:—

Mentally Physically
Defective. Epileptic. Deaf. Blind. Defective.

temaining Dee. 31st,

1935 P — 9 B 4
Admitted n 1936... 1 — 1 - T
Discharged in 1936 2 — 1 1 10
Hemaining Dee. 31st,

1956 e 4 —_ 0 2 1

All the children in the Physically Defective ecolumn except

one were in open-air schools, The exception was a crippled child
who remained in the institution at the end of the yvear.
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All eandidates were considered fit on health grounds to hold
their scholarships,

Of 17 candidates with defective sight, 10 were already wearing
suitable spectacles and 7 have since had spectacles provided, 4
privately and 3 through the School Medical Service,

Dental treatment was found to be required by 15 candidates.
For 8 it was provided by the County School Dentists and for 7
privately.

Apart from those whose defects had been treated, periodie
re-inspection was thought to be required by 15 pupils on aceount of
defective sight, 6 for nose, throat and ear defects, 20 for flat feet,
& for postural defects and 11 for general eonditions.

In addition to the examination of scholarship ecandidates, a
complete routine medical inspection was earried out at all the
secondary schools in the area during the year on the same lines
as in the previous year. The only difference was that, in the case
of the ‘' leaver '’ elass, it was not thought necessary to examine
again any pupil who had been examined in that class in the previous
year, unless he or she was known to be leaving school at or before
the end of the academie year. As 1935 was the first vear in which
leavers had been examined, every pupil who had attained the age
of 16 or would attain it during the year was treated as a leaver in that
year. In order to economise the time both of the school and of the
medical service, the majority of the entrants to the County Boys'
School were examined at the Shire Hall during the summer holidays
preceding their entry, in the same way as the scholarship candidates
for all schools are examined.

The total number inspected in the Secondary Schools was as

follows : —
: Male. Female.
County High School for Boys ... 244 e
County High School for Girls ... — 187
Soham Grammar School 74 —
Technical School 78 67

396 254

Excluding scholarship entrants, the principal defeets detected
among the 650 pupils examined were ag follows:—

Male. Female. Total.

Subnormal Nutrition 9 3 12
Nose and Throat Defects:

For ohservation 62 a6 08

For treatment 5 0 14
Defective vision:

For observation 85 Hh 140

For treatment 30 19 46
Defective hearing ... T 4 11
Orthopaedie ... 21 27 58
Cireculatory ... 7 6 13
Other conditions .. 12 6 18






Turning to other defects, there seems to h_a}re been a deﬁn_itﬁ
drop in the number of cases of defective vision and defective
hearing, but a considerable rise in the number of nose and throat
defects and orthopedic defects. In the case of orthopemdic defects
especially, the increase seems relatively enormous. It is difficult
to suggest any explanation and it remains to be seen whether the
increase is of a permanent nature.

In addition to the foregoing routine examinations, 141 boys and
290 girls were re-examined because of defects previously noted. Of
these it was found that 9 should be advised to have further treatment
for defective vision and 11 for dental ecaries.

Dental inspection was ecarried out by the two County School
Dentists and for the first time in the history of the school dental
serviee every pupil in both secondary and technical schools (except
at Soham Grammar School) present at the time of the examination
was examined. The results of the examination may be summarised
as under:—

Required  Received
Inspected. Treatment. Treatment.

County High School for Bovs 504 S8T 237
County High School for Girls 409 248 140
Soham Grammar School 89 31 20
Cambs. Technical School ... 189 Hd 20

The reason for the comparatively small number inspected at
Soham Grammar School was the faet that the work was done before
the arrival of the second dental surgeon and was earried out on
similar lines to those of previous years. In future, however, the
whole school will be inspected and treatment will be given to all
accepting it.

It should be realised that the percentage accepting treatment
has not the same significance as it has at elementary schools, as
many pupils attending secondary sehools are in a position to obtain
treatment privately and, in faet, do so.

It will be observed that the numbers quoted represent a
considerable volume of work and aetuallv a very large proportion
of Mr. Clements’ time was qecupied with the treatment of the
County High Schools for Boys and Girls. The treatment was done
very thoroughly and the results were obvious at the medieal
inspection which took place later in the year, when the condition
of the teeth as compared with that found in the previous year
showed an outstanding improvement. The effect will be that the
treatment in succeeding years should not occupy so mueh time.

A point of interest is the fact that the greater part of the
treatment of the County High School for Bovs was ecarried out at
the Shire Hall during the Easter holidays and that considerable
numbers from both the High School for Boys and the Hich Sehool
for Girls have been treated at the Shire Hall on Saturday rnm-nings.
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TasLE 11.

B.—Classification of the Nutrition of Children inspected during the
year in the Routine Age Groups.

0-b A B C D
Age-groups 35 3| (Excellent)| (Normal) | (Slightly | (Bad)
|§£ A subnormal)
Z "|No.| 9% |No.| % |No.| % |[No|a
Entrants 997 | 152 [16.397] 671 (72.384] 102 [11.003] 2 |216
Second
Age-group | 986 | 153 [15.517] 695 [70.487] 138 [13.996] — | —
Third Age- :
group | 903 | 220 [24.563] 539 61.905] 121 13,400 3 1332
Other Routine
Inspections | 16| 3|1875| 13 |8l | — | — |—| —

Total (2832 | 528 [18.644]193868.432| 361 |12.747 5|+1f?

Tagre 1. Medical Inspeetions of Children attending Publie
Elementary Schools.

A.—Rourixg MEbDIcAL INSPECTIONS.
Number of inspections in the prescribed Groups.

Entrants ... 927
Second Age Group 986
Third Age Group ... 903
Total ... 2B16

Number of other Routine Inspections 16
Grand Total ... e 2882

I ——

B.—OTrHER INSPECTIONS.

Number of Speeial Inspeetions ... 817
Number of Re-Inspections ... . 2052
Total e 2360

—

C.—CHiLprREN Fouxp to Reguimmk TREATMENT.
For defective For all other

vision conditions
Group. (excluding recorded in Total.
squint ). Table 11A.
Entrants : 5 59 63
Second Age Group 42 62 101
Third Age Group 43 29 70
Total (Prescribed Groups) 150 234

Other Routine Inspections

[—

a0
Grand Total i a0 150 234
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