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TO THE CHAIRMAN AND MEMBERS OF THE
CAMBORNE URBAN DISTRICT COUNCIL.

(ZENTLEMEN,

I have the honour to present to you my
Annual Report on the Health and Sanitary Ad-
ministration of your district for the year 1919.

NATURAL AND SOCIAL CONDITIONS OF THE
DISTRICT.

Pogulation.

The population of your district at the
census in 1911 was as follows :(—

Ecelesiastical Districet. Males. Femalss. Total.
Camborne 3.517 4631 8,148
Tuckingmill 1,582 1,952 3,534
Treslothan 1,100 1,409 2,509
Penponds 736 902  1.633

e — e ee—

6,935 8,894 15,829

These give a total of 15,829, the average
population for the previous fifty years being 14,153

A ccording to the Registrar General’s returns
the estimated total population for 1919 1s 14,944
and excluding all non-civilian males, whether serv-
ing at home or abroad it is 14,345. The larger
popuiation has been arrived at by distributing the
non-civilian element over all the districts in the
country in proportion to their estimated civilian
population and this latter is based mainly on the






Social Conditions.

The population is mainly a working-class
one, the chief occupations of the inhabitants being
Tin-Mining and Tin Streaming, Rock Drill Manu-
facturing, Iron Engineering and Safety-fuse making,
female labour being mostly engaged in this latter
industry.

At the censusin 1911 there were :—

Males. Females,
Under 15 vears of age 2,285 2,239
Between 15 and 55 years of age 4,014 5,219
e as and 65, i 364 645
% 65 and 85 |, i 264 D2
o 25 and 95 ., - 8 37

95 and 100

9
=l

Males Females

There were 9,094 Unmarried Persons, 4,327 4,767
= » 9,336 Married Persons 2,469 2.867

. .. 1,399 Widowed 139 1,260

Of the grouped occupations of Males aged
10 years and upwards there were 4,467 engaged in
occupations and 912 Retired or Unoccupied.
Of those occupied —

248 were engaged in Agriculture.
1,643 in Tin Mines and Tin Streams.
640 in General Engineering and Machine Making.

Of the grouped occupations of KFemales
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The sewage upon its arrival at the outfalls
is received Into tanks through which it passes on
the continual flow principle. There are no filtration
beds at any of the Sewage Outfalls.

The tanks are often in a most unsatistactory
condition, frequently full of sludge and silt, thus
rendering them almost useless for the purpose for
which they were designed, and 1a the periodical
cleaning of the tanks heaps of solid sewage giving
rise to most offensive odours, lie adjacent thereto.

In 1908 new ditritus tanks were erected at
the Rosewarne Sewage Outfall for the temporary
disposal of the sewage, and after preliminary treat
ment In these tanks the sewage after flowing
through channels over the land, discharges into the
“Red River” at Reskadinnick Mill, as also does
the efluent from the College Street outfall. This
arrangement however was only meaut to be of a
temporary nature.

At Troon and Barripper the effluent after
passing through the settling tanks discharges
directly into small streams near, and at Tucking-
mill the effluent discharges into the Tin Stream.

For very many years past I have continually
called your attention to the most unsatisfactory
condition of your sewerage and methods of sewage
disposal and to the urgent need of the drainage of
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for the carrying out of the necessary experiments,
and this fact accounts for the present delay. It
seems unfortunate that these data were not ob-
tained during the summer months, when the con-
ditions of things was most favourable for the ex-
periments required. When the necessary informa-
tion has been furnished to the Local Government
Board it 1s presumed a public inquiry will be held
by them, and after their sanction is obtained it is
to be hoped the scheme will be carried out as
speedily as practicable. Many parts of your dis-
trict are in urgent need of efficient drainage, but
apparently nothing can be done towards remedying
the evil until the sewage disposal scheme is sanc
tioned and proceeded with.”

A public inquiry was held, and the Sea
Outfall Scheme sanctioned by the liocal Govern-
ment Board in April, 1912, but in my Annual
Report for 1913 I remarked as follows :—

“It 1s unfortunate that the Sewage Dis-
posal Schieme for the carrying of the whole of the
sewage into the sea at the North Cliffs, which had
been sanctioned by the Local Government Board
in April, 1912, has not been proceeded with to the
extent that the work has actually been commenced
You have negotiated a loan with the Public Works
Lioan Board, and had received tenders for the
carrying out of the whole of the work. None of
these tenders, however, were considered satisfactory
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on, thus doing away with the insanitary common
drinking cups which are now in use in many of the
schools and which are more than likely to convey
infeetion from one scholar to another.

There is no proper Water Supply at Pen-
ponds, and the attention of the School Authorities
has been called to this matter.

The Elementary Schools at College Street
and Troon were closed during March on account of
an epidemic of influenza, and the Roskear Schools
in July and December for Diphtheria.

Owing to the prevalence of Infectious
Diseases, particularly Diphtheria, I have frequently
inspected the Elementary Schools affected and given
orders for all suspicious cases to be excluded. All
children from infected houses have also been ex-
cluded from school.

The duties of the Medical Inspection of
Children attending the Public Elementary Schools
are carried out by a Medical Officer appointed by

the County Council, who acts under the direction
of the Medical Officer of Health for the County.

FOOD.
Milk Supply.

The arrangements for the supply and distri-
bution of milk in your district are adequate. I have
received no complaints as to the wholesomness of

the milk produced within or imported into the dis-
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of the wilkers, and the dirty surroundings of the
places where the animals are milked. The regula-
tions under the Dairies, Cowsheds and Milkshops
Orders should be enforced by your Council.

No action has beeu taken during the year as
to tuberculous milk, and there 1s no veterinary
inspection of the cows.

Milk (Mothers & Children) Order 1918.

This Order 1s administered by the County
Council,

Other Foods.

Unsound Food & Food lnspectiun.

128 Inspections have been made of premises
where food is manufactured, prepared, stored or
exposed for sale. No seizures of food have been
made, but 210 lbs. of food, chiefly fruit, was sur-
rendered. The premises generally are kept clean.

Bakehouses.

There are 9 Bakehouses registered in your
district. These have been trequently inspected and
found satisfactory.

Meat Ins_p_ectinn.

Although your Sanitary Inspector is a cer-
tified Meat Inspector it is impossible for him to






37

I'his can only be done when all animals
intended for slaughter and all carcases are inspected
by a qualified Inspector, and such inspection can only
be adequately ecarried out in a public slaughter
house aud efficient meat inspection thereby obtained.

Mauy of the animals intended for human
consumption are slaughtered outside your district,
and over these slaughter houses you have no con-
trol. The ispection of all meat and of all animals
at the time of slaughtering should be made compui-
sory, and until this i1s done the present condition of
things will continue.

No action has been taken during the year
under Section 117 of the Public Health Aect 1875.

Sale of Food and Drugs Acts.

Your Couneil is not a local authority under
the Sale of Food and Drugs Acts, which are ad
ministered by the County Council.

I am indebted to the Superintendent of
Police for the East Penwith Division for the fol-
lowing information :

Thirty-four samples of food were taken and
analysed in your district during the year, and of
these fourteen were samples of milk. One sample
of milk was found to contain 195 parts of added
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There were nine deaths from this disease,
aiving a Death Rate of 0°62 per 1000.

Most of the cases were mild in type some
particularly so and the diagnosis was confirmed in
every case by bacteriological examination of a
throat swab, aund practically all the cases were
treated with Diphtheria Antitoxin, which is sup-
plied free by your Authority. The very mild form
of the disease has, no doubt, contributed to its
spread, and probably many unrecognised cases have
been allowed to attend school perhaps after one or
two days’ of slight malaise at home, and so infected
others attending the same school. 79 of the cases
were in the town itself in different streets, 18 In
Tuckingmill, 15 in Troon, 9 at Croft Mitchell, 3 at
Croft Common, 4 at Bolenowe, 5 at Beacon, 5 at
Barripper, 3 at Brea, 2 at Penponds, 3 at Pengegon
and 3 at Condurrow,

Nearly all the cases were in children attend-
mg the Elementary Schools, particularly at Ros-
kear, and to a lesser extent at Troon. The Girls
and Infants Schools at Roskear were closed from
July 25th to 31st, and remained closed during the
summer holidays, and again the whole school at
Roskear trom December 5th to 19th and during the
Xmas Holidays, and both these schools and those
at Troon were disinfected and sprayed with Forma-
lin during these latter holidays.
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February, March and April, and there were 18
deaths registered from this disease, 10 in Males
and 8 in Females. |

Four ot the deaths occurred in February,
twelve in March and two in April, and in 16 the
immediate cause of death was Pneumonia.

Of the other two fatal cases one was pre-
viously suffering from Pulmonary Tuberculosis, and
the other died from Cardiac Failure.

The epidemic started in February and spread
with amazing rapidity over practically the whole of
your distriet, reaching its height in March, and by
the end of April or beginning of May had practi-
cally disappeared again. The cases as they
occurred were isolated as far as possible in their
own homes, but in many of the houses two or more
of the inmates, and in some cases the whole family,
were 1ll at the same time.

As regards the Elementary Schools, it was
particularly prevalent amongst the children attend-
ing the schools at College Street and Troon, and
these schools were closed for this epidemic in March,
the former from the 17th to 23rd and the latter
from the 17th to the 31st.

Encephalitis Lethargica.

No case of this disease occurred during the
year.

Notification of Tuberculosis.

As far as I can ascertain the requirements
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as to notification of cases of Tuberculosis are faith-
fully observed by Medical Practitioners, and no
special action has had to be taken to enforece the
regulations or to secure prompt notification.

Small-pox.

No case of Small-pox has occurred in your
district for many years past, and I have not per
formed any primary vaccinations or re-vaccinations
under the Public Health (Small Pox Prevention)
Regulations of 1917.

Vaccination.

During the year 1918, the latest period for
which I can obtain complete returns, of 249 child-
ren born in your district, only 85 were successfully
vaccinated.

Twelve died unvaccinated, 14 were post-
poned or had removed to other districts, and there
were 138 exemptions.

These figures show that only 34 per cent, of
the children born i 1918 were vaccinated, as com-
pared with 38 per cent. in 1917, and 50 per cent. in
1916.

The percentage of successful vaccinations in
your district is unfortunately becoming lower every
year, and this is a most disquieting feature to those
who believe in the efficacy of vaccination as an im-
portant factor in the maintenance of the general

public health.
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It has a public mortuary and post mortem
room in a separate building away from the hospital.
There is also a horse ambulance, which is only used
for infectious diseases, and jointly with the Redruth
Urban and Rural Districts you possess a Steam
Disinfector at West Tolgus in the parish of Illogan.

A permanent Caretaker and his wife reside
on the premises, and the latter helps in the nursing
of the patients, a trained nurse being obtained from
one of the Nursing Institutions in the neighbour-
hood when required.

The Hospital is always in readiness in cases

of emergency, and was used during the year as
follows :—

January Ist to 22nd, for a case of diphtheria.

February 21st to March 3rd, for a case of Tetanus,
which proved fatal.

May 26th to June 17th, for a case of diphtheria.

Dec. 9th to Dec. 29th, for a case of diphtheria.

3.- -Adoptive Acts.

The following Acts have been adopted by
your Council : —
The Infectious Diseases Prevention Act of 1890.
The Public Health Acts Amendment Act of 1890,
The Private Streets Works Act of 1892,

No action has been taken under these Acts
during the year.
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(2) GENERAL CHARACTER OoF THE DEFECTS FOUND :

(a) Defective condition of the drains and want of
water closets,

(b) Dampness of the walls, chiefly due to want of
proper spouting for the conveyance of water
from the roofs of houses, and of the foundations
owing to want of proper damp-proof courses.

(¢) Back yards insufficiently paved.

(3) Acrion Taken.— Chief action has been taken
under the Public Health Aects to remedy the
msanitary conditions above noted.

(4) Drrricvrmies Ivn' Remepving  Unrirness. — The
difficulties in remedying unfitness is due to the

life system of tenure, and to the shortage and
high price of material and labour.

(5) Conprrions.—The conditions so far as they atfect
housing as regards water supply, closet accom-
modation and refuse disposal have been dealt
with previously in this report.

IV.—Unhealthy Areas.

No action has been taken during the year.

V. Bye Laws relating to Houses, &c.

The following Bye Laws dealing with these
matters are in existence in your district :
New Streets and Buildings.

Commeon Lodgings Houses.

These are in urgent need of revision,












