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FUELIC EHEALTH CFFICERS OF THE AUTHORITY

(a) MEDICAL OFFICER OF HEALTH:

John H.m’ HIRIG'E', LIHIE.PI, DIPIHI’ E'FIC'HI

Offices: Junicipal O0ffices,
Monkton Park,

Chippenham.
Tel,.No. Chippenham 2821.
Aszo: lfedical Officer of Health for the:

Boroughs of Calne, Chippenhan and Malmesbury,
and the
Rural District of Malmesbury.

Medical Officer, Wiltshire County Council.
School ledical Officer.

Secretary to the Medieal Officer of Health:
Mrs.V.L.Gregory.

(b) CHIFF PUBLIC HEALTH INSFECTOR:

H.J.Taylor, F.A.P.H.L., H.H.5.H.

Officesar Bewley House,
Marshfield Hoad,
Chippenham.
Tel .Ho. Chippenham 2854 .

Deput ef Public Health Tnspector:

A.F M.Howard, M.A.P.H.I., A.R.S.H.

Additional Public Health Inspectors:
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These Committees meet six-weekly throughout
the year, except during ifugust, and deal with
all motters appertoining to Public Health and

Housing,
Agcident Prevention Committee - this meets quarterly.
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Te the Chairman and Members of the
Calne and Ohippenham Rural Idetriect Council:

Mr.Chairman, ladies and Centleomen,

I have pleasure in presenting my Annual Report for the
year 1971,

In view of re-organisation of local govermment and the
health services, this will probably “= the penultimate report of
your Medical Officer of Health. The Report of the Working Party
on Medical Administrators (Chairman: Dr.R.B.Huntexr), which has
recently been published, reccomends that there should be a
"Tiatrict Community Physician" employed by the National Health
Service, but that by mutual agreement between the local government
District Authority and the local Area Health Authority one of these
"Community Physicians" should be appointed as adviser on
environmental hygiene and commnicable disease control to the
District Counecil, and "..be directly accountable to it for these
matters..".

On the previous page you may have noticed the addition
of the initials 'M.F.C.M.' after my name: this is because I have
been elected a member of the recently-formed Faculty of Community
Medicine of the Hoyal Colleges of Physicians.

The vital statistiecs for the year were generally
favourable, and thers was & low incidence of infectious dieease.

I should like to thank the Council and its Officers for
their support and interest during the year.

I hawve the honour to be,
Your obedient Servant,
J« He WRAY,

Medical Officer of Health.






REFORT of the MEDICAL OFFICER (F HEALTH

—————— =

1. CENERAL STATISTICS.

jrem [(in BCTEB)  see sne asr san ser sss ses e 85,388

Population (Registrar-General's agtimate) ses wes  sos 38,810

Number of inhabited houses, as at lst April 1971... ... G ,045

Wumber of Council dwellings, as at 3lst December 1971... 2,015 permanent
57 temporary

Humber of applicants for Council dwellings,
as at 3lst December 1971... 385

RBateabla Value, as at let April 1971 .0 wee oee sun £ 1,040,767
Estimated Pﬂﬂ.l'ly Pate for lS!'i"lj"rE aks  mme  mwe  Erw ivs B 9,54&

The drop in number of permanent Council
dwellings is due to sales to tenants.

2 VITAL STATISTICS.

BIRTH AND DEATH BATES.

e —

Birth and Death Rates compared with other Areas.
Births and Deaths per 1000 population, standsrdised*

Birth Rate: Death Rate:

970 1973 1970 1971
Calne and Chippenham Fural District 18.7 20.0 10.4 12.1
Wiltshire  ses  sus  sse  sar  awe 17.2 17.4 10.7 18.5
England and Wales T 16,0 16.0 13.7 11.6

* Comparability figures are supplied to each District
by the Registrar-Gemeral. These take inte account
the varying age/sex distribution ef the population
in different parts of the country. Then applied
to the lecal rates, they allow a more accurate
comparison to be made between different areas.

LIVE BIRTHS.

Male: Fomale: ITotals:
Iegitimate sse see sss ess e ewe eas 260 235 515
Illegitinate i wam wwe  aes mes wem 21 15 36

Totals: 301 250 551

—— 0 a0 e



fia. STILL BIRTHS AMD TERTHATAT MORTALITY.

Seven still births were notified during 1971, en inciesse of one
over the total notified during 1970. The rate per 1000 total live and
still births is thirteen. The rate for England and Wales, as given by
the Registrar-Ceneral, is twelwe,

Perinatal mortality means still births and deaths under one week
of age. The rate for the district was twenty-two per 1000 total births
(live and still) and for Englend end Wales it was also twenty-two.
23 IFFANT MORTALITY.
Male: Female: Totala:

Unﬂ.&]" arne ,}"BEI‘ RN ] L L] LN -1 [ X - R -4- E 1Q
Under four weeks -5 -cs  -cx 566 & % wiw 2 3 5‘
Inder one week ... sas  amg reE fRB  wee 2 .3' 5

Infant Mertality Hate for the District ... 18 per 1000 liwve births.
Comparative Fate far England and Wales awi 18 per 1000 liwve births.
2o, IEATHS: ANAIVSIS OF CAUFLS OF IREATH.

Male: Femala: Totale:

Enteritis and other dizrrhoeal diseases ... - 1 1
Malisnant neoplasm, buccal cavity, etcs «ss 1 1 2
lﬂﬂ] imqt II.:DP].BBHI, G*E"i"?hmﬂ LR LR A 2 - E
Maligrant nacplaem, stomach e e e L] 2 3 5
Mlaisgnant neoplaem, intestine ... ses  sun T 1 2]
Walignant necoplasm, lAPYnX..: sss  sss . w4 1 - 1
Maligmsnt ne-vlasn, lung, bronchus ... +.. 16 1 17
Malirpant pocplasm, breast... « & ece  wes - 2 2
Ealignant neoplasm, QboTUSice  sed sae  sea - 1 1
Malignant necplasm, prestata .6 ses  sen 1 - 1
mh.l?r mlj{‘n:;:t Mbpla,ﬂma B owoE 'R ] AN ] 3 E' 11
Beni-m and vicpecified nenplasms FR - 1 1
Diatatas mei.itus T T I 1 L e L 1 2 3
Other endocring eto. AiBEEEEE wse aes  sua - 1l i
Hl.llt‘,ple Sﬂl."'ﬂﬂ'ﬂiﬂ PR T B aa PR Ay - 1 1
Jther disegases of nervons system e 3 = 3
Chronic rhevmatic heart diseaso... sev  4os 2 3 5
Hypertznediv: disafls ... aed  ase  wis  wes 1 2 3
Ischesuic hears Jicesss PO R et | 0 a1
Other forrs ¢f hesrt disease R A i T 15
Carebrovascular Gipcose  ser  wws, wer  aes 23 21 44
Other diseases of circulatory BYSteMa.. «a. 8 1 15
Protmtad®. aae. SRR sae Sl arers waies e a 13 21
Bronchitis and enihySema sor  wes s ses 4 - 4
Other diseases of Tespiratory systeMe.. +:a - 2 2
P‘aptiﬂ ulecer e e e waw e waaw - 3 3
Intestinal obstruction and hermia ... wus - a1l L
her disgases of digestive gsystem +s: a:s 2 = 2
I'IEF}‘T.E l'!'.ﬂ ﬂ-‘nﬂ. Mﬁlﬁﬂiﬂ LR # =% # 4 RN l " 1
Cther dicoomen. semito-urinary system aaw - 1 1
Congenital anomeliod ses  iee  sss  don  wes 3 2 5
Bivil injury, difficult labour, ete. i i - ul
Moton vehicle acoidents “aw ] N ] 9 1 10
K1 otoaT BeolAeiER .ud  aee s ama wws 4 3 o
Suiclds and self-inflicted injuries ... ... _ 2 g i
Totals: 164 121 285



DEATHS: BY ACE GROUPS.

Under 4 weeka:

D‘Bhﬂ.l:‘ fﬁmﬂ ﬂf hEﬂ-I't diEEﬂ-BE L LI )
Congenital ancmalief.s. ses  sss  ses
Birth injury, difficult labour ete.

4 weeks and under 1 year:

Other endocrine etc. diseases s.v  wss
Other diseases of nerveus syatem ...
Pﬂﬂmnniﬂ L) # i # 8 # EC ) ®F 8 LR
Other fdissases of respiratory system

Congenital anemalieB... sss sss  wua

1l = BTS

ﬂll .t’hﬂ‘r MGiﬂEntﬂ LN LR R | LE R LR

5 = 14 years:

Congenitel ancmaliesS... «sx  ses  sas
Motor wehicle accidents sess  sas  ses
411 other accidents .ss: wve. sss  was

15 = ars:
Motor wehicle socldents ... sus s

25 = Ta:

Motor vehicle accidents .. sus  wws
Suicide and self-inflicted injuries...

ii = ﬂ JeEArE:

Malignant neoplasm, uterus L
Other malignant neoplasmS8..: sss  sas
Ischaemic heart disease ..v svs  was
Motor wehicle aAccidents ... sas  sus

= ars:

Malignant neoplasm, intestine ... ...
Malignant neoplasm, lung, bronchus ...
Other malignant neoplasmS..s. sss  aus
Hypertensive dimeBB@... sss . sss  aws
Ischaemic heart disefse ... ses  wes
Cerebrovascular diseass ..a  sss  a=s
Other diseases, genito-urinary system

411 other accidents «iw . ssm . 400, ors
Suicide and self-inflicted injuries...

Enteritis and sther diarrhoesal diseases
Malignant neoplasm; buccal cavity, etc.

Malignant neeplarm, stomach ... ...
Hﬂlisﬂm nﬂr‘lpl&ﬂm, intesting suee  wee
Malignant neoplasm, lung, bronchub ...
Other malignant neoplasm@... «ss e

. Carried forward:

—Eh

Male: Female:
- 1
il 2
1 -
2 3
- 1
1 -
- L
= 1
1 -
2 3
1l =
1 =
1 -
2
1 =
4 =

l =

3 =
p al
i W
2 1
- 1
1 -
1 -
2 5
4 L
1 -
4 G
- 1
- 1
[ =
L 1
- 1
X -
= 1
13 2
- 1
- 1
1 1
4 -
4 -
1 2
19 ]

Totals:

18



. 2F Maler: Pezale: Totals:
|
(eont'd.) 55 = 64 years (eontinued)...
Excught ferward: 10 5
Other diseases of nervous system ..4 1 -
Chrenic rheumacic heart diseasas S 1 i
Isohaemic heart diseAse ..o aev wia 14 2
Other forme of heart disease ... sss 2 -
Cerebrovascular disease ..o ser  ses 4 3
Other diseases of ciroulatory system 1 -
POrUmONYA.. i aas  anm ®%aea s cghe gt Dok - 4
Bronchitis and emphysemac.. ovs  wee 1 =
Hﬁphriti& and mﬂ'ﬂ.‘ﬂaiﬂ PR e " 1 -
HOtEI" 'U'Ehiﬂ].e ﬂ-':ﬂ-i"lentﬂ R L & wae 1 -
A1l other accidents adil -
7 15 52
65 = arss
Malignant neoplasm, buceal cavity.... 1 -
Malignant neoplasm, eesophagus S 1 -
Malignant neeplasm, stomach .es  ses 1 1
Ealigant necplasm, intestin@... a.. 1 1
Malignant neoplasm, larymx  see ae. 1 -
Malignant neoplasm, lung, bronchus,.. 5 L
Walignant necplasm, breast it A T - i
Other .Hﬂ-lig‘l'ﬂﬁt mﬁplma o ] - 3
Di’Eb‘Eteﬂ Mllitl:ﬂ R i EE L L B E R - E
]Ifl.lltiple Sﬂlﬁ!‘ﬂaiﬂ- L] RN L] L s 1
Other diseases of nervous system ... 1 -
Chronic rheumatic heart disease ... 1 2
Hypertensive disease BEiE seE aaw 1 -
Ischaemic heart disease sve wee  wee 19 9
Other forma of heart dise&se ..o w44 3 -
Cerebrovascular disease ... e e & 10
Uther dissases of circulatury system 2 -
PnE'Jmniﬂ-—-r LR awa LU LR LN = 2
Bronchitis and emphySema... & o ane 2 -
-Pep‘tic ulﬂ-ﬂ'r i w [N @ @ RN ] Ny = 1
Suicide and self-inflicted injuries 1 -
- 46 34 80
15 years and ever:
Malignant neoplasm, oesopheagus i 1 =
Malignant neoplasm, 550mACh see  se» - 1
Walignant necoplasm, intestin@... .. 1l -
Malignant neoplasm, lung, bronchig... 3 -
Hﬂli@.&nt nBDpl&ﬂm, bmiﬂt R PR — 1
Malignant neoplasm, proatate: see-: ses 1 -
Other malignant neoplasms i 1 2
Benign and unapecified neoplasms @ ... - 1
Diabetes mellitus +.4 +ss e o 1 e
H:f;ﬂmnsivﬂ ﬂiﬂﬂ&ﬂe YT ma'e #5E  mEw — 1
Ischaemic heart disease 11 13
Other forme of heart disease ..ev 4s- 3 &
Cerebrovagoular disease cov  wes  wss 12 T
Other diseases of ciro.latory system 5 T
Prieumonia, .. paw v wew wew e B &
Bronchitis and enphySemA... «es  wes 1 -
Other dizeases of respiratory system - 1
P'E!Ptiﬂ 1.]1‘."'&: LY B s v ] ER ] L | 2
Intestinel cbatruction and hernis ... - 15
Other diseases of digestive system... 2 -
.511 G‘ther H-(‘{‘.-idEntB- wa e w e LR - -3
Suicide and self-inflicted injuries - 1
50 59 109



ef
(cont'd,)

Thers was an inerease in the teotal mumber of deaths for the

year from 262 in 1970, to 285 in 1971. Iue to the Census figures; the
population of the Rural District was found to be 1,880 less than was
estimated the previous year. Theee two factors taken together produced
a rise in the standardised death rate for the year. However, there
were nearly twice as many live births as deaths, giving 2 standardised
live birth rute of 20.0 per 1,000 of te population, compared with the
rate for England and Wales of 16.0 per 1,000.

dissass.

The main cause of death was again ischaemie (corcmary) heart
The total rose from 56 in 1970 to B1 in 1971. One man died

from this cause very young (in the age group 35-44 years), and six died
in the age group 45-54 years. Of the male deaths in 1971, 3l.1 per cent
were due to this canse. The disease eccurs from a combination of
factors due to our modern way of life, &nd can occur suddenly without

warning,

g0 the following advice might be found useful to avoid this end:

(1) Those with a family history of the disease should oe
eapecially careful to aveid smuking aad should stop
becoming owerweight,

{(2) Avoldance of prolunged stress - short periods of mental
stress are unavoidable (such as a family crisis, or having to
change one's joh} and these are not necessarily hermful, but
one should try and get a job (if that is possible ia these
days of unemployment) which suits one's temperament and
intellectual ability. For example, a far greater percentage
of 'bus drivers in London die from ischaemic heart disease
than do 'bus conductors. I suspect (although I do nct see
how one could do a retrospective survey to prove it) that the
"tus drivers who surviwve to a ripe old ag. are phlegmatic
characters who do gardening or some other regular exercise in
their spare time.

dncther example of prolonged job stress is the over-
ambitious men who accepts 3 promotion or takes on a job that
is really beyond his capabilities. Haxrd work, physical or
mental, hurts no=one as leng as they know they can cope with it,
in fact some pecple feel stress if their capabilities are
under-employed.

Most people necd some time to relax each day, but with
modern life this becomes irereasingly difficult; more hire-
purchase (must have a colour T.V.!) means the wife goes ocut to
work and the husband has to help with the housework, or else he
takes a second job in the evenings to get the extra money.
Then the scaring cost of services means everything is "do-it-
yourself" these days. This used to mean mowing the lawn or
occagional home decorating, btut more and more is being added
= gelf-serviee of the car, adding a home extension, etc., etc.
If the husband is a natural handyman this is fine - it may be
8 relaxing hobby for him - but if he is not, this extra "do-it-
yourself" to keep up with the Jones may be a contributing
factor in heart attacks. This does not include regular
exercise such as mewing the lawn, tut only "fiddly" oz c.er-
ambiticus jobs.

(3) Avoidance of smoking - the latest report by the Royal
College of Physicians has shown that smoking is a definite
causative factor in ischaemic heart disease,

(4) Diet - thereeis continuing sontrovursy over what are the
exact factors that are of importance - suggestions have been
rade that it is better to eat more vegetable fat and less
animal fat, that too much sumr and "refined" food: ere

bad (e.g, brown bread is better than white) but what is
generally agreed is that it is dangerous for the middle-aged
to become overweight - they should either eat less high
calerie food or take more regular exercise. High calorie

==



2f
(cont'd.) focds are suger, starch, fat, and alochol. Food that is

better is lean meat, fish, ponltry, “vegetables, and fruit,

(5) Regular exercise - when you run, or climb & long flight
of stairs, the rate at which the heart beats goes up from

the average of around 80 beats per minute to about 120 or
more beats per mimmte, In the healthy person, when you stop
and regt the heart rete drops back to its normal rate in
about one or two minutes = if the heart or lungs arae out of
armdition, it takes much longer. Regular exsrcise is good
for the heart, but as people get older they must avoid sudden
extreme exertion which they are net used to doing regularly.
For example, I kew one elderly man who died of & heart attack
when darcing the 'Twist! too energetically.

You will note from the tables sherng death by age groups
that alihough less women die of ipobe 'we heart disease than
men, they do die fion this disease, ' in a much older age
group. For example, in the group of 75 yeers and over, ninsteen
women died from “his cause and only eleven men. I have
suggested in previous annuel reports thet this is nat due to the
physiological difference between the sexes, but baciause most
wouen continue o do regular houseworlk until they are at least
seventy ysars old, or more.

Finally, the motor ceér may be more of & modern killar than
road accident statistics sugegest, because the sedentery worker
who drives Lo work every day and never walks anywhere may not
get encugh exercise during the day to keep his heart in gcod
condition.

The next biggest couse of death was various forms of cancer
(50 deathe), with cancer of the lung predominating, with a total of 17
deaths., Health education is corried out regularly in Wiltshire schools
to advise pipils of the dongers of smoking.

There was an unfortuncte rise in the number of deaths from motor
vehiecle accidents, from two in 1970 to ten in 1971l. ' Altheugh all of
these involved people whose homes are in the Rural District, the
auocidents might have ocecurred anywhere in England or Vales.

EP INFECTIOUS AND ROTIFTABIE DISEASE.

The follewing takle givés details of cases of notifiable disease
during the past four years:-

15568 1G5¢ 12 i 1971

(a) (o) . () (b) i (&) %h} : (a) (b)
Tuberculosis 24+ 42 4 4 T ik 4
Scarlet Fever 2 2 il 4 4 4 : 3 3
Whooping Cough 5 B - - IO Lo S LR |
Measles 45 45 138 138 129 129 : 5% 59
Dysentery ' G - 5 9 T 2 g1 = -
Cerebro-Spinal Fever - - - - 1 e (R 1
Salnonella:Infectiona 2 2 gk 1 glce gl 3 .3
Food Poisoning 2 - 4 - - - i 2 -
Infective Hepotitis 4 4 35 15 22 22 i 8 8
Opthalmia Neonatorum - - - - 1 1 i -
Ieptospirosis e s il g B i B S
Tetels: 93 91 i 195 189 ! 178 178 @ 96 94

E&g = Numbers originally notified.

b) = Final mumbers, after correction.

=G
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(cont'd.) ) ! ;
In July 1971 the Spanish health authorities notified the World

Health Organisation ¢f seven cases of chelera in Zaragoza, and later, on
the Tth September 1971, Spain notified the World Health Organisation of

six cases of chelere in Barcelons Province and eight cases in Valencia
Province. On the 20th September 1971 the Chief lladical Officer of the
Department of Health inforued ue that two British travellers had developed
cholera after returning from holiday in Spain. On the 1Tth September 1971
airports started notifying me of travellers returning from cholera-infested
areas in Spain to hemes in this area, who were witheut valid chclera
cartificates,

In October there was an outbreak of cholera in Lisben, FPortugal,
and we were notified of travellers from there., All the pecple inwvelved
were visited by health inspectors and specimens were taken from those with
dinrrhoea. No cases of cholera were found, but two returning iravellers
to North Wiltshire were found to be suffering from a salmenella faod
poisoning infection.

The Infectious Disenses Regulatisns 1968 enable cne to place
restrictions on food handlers suffering from suspected enteric diseases
but only those diseases specified in Schedule 5 of the Regulations, which,
by not mentioning cholera, specifically excludes it. I immediately took
up this point with the British Medical hAssociation and learnt later that
they were recommending to the Department of Health that cholera should be
specifically included in these Regulaticns.

{a) Tuberculosis.

Four cages were notified during the wyear. In each caese a
health inspector visits the hcpe and reports on the sanitary circumstances.
The Chest Physician, helped by health visitors of the County Council, check

on the family and all contacts. All schoolchildren at secondary school
are offered B.C.G. immunisation, which protects against tuberculosis.

(b) Whooping Cough.

Fifteen cases of whooping cough were notified, of which twelwve
were from Colerne.

{e) Measles.

This wae a non-epidemic year with only 59 cases reported.
Immunissticen is offered to all children in their second year ef life.

(d) Cerebro-Spinal Fever.

One case of meningocoeccal meningitis in a child was reperted.

{e) B8Salmenella and octher Food Foisoning,

In two cases of suspected food poisoning, no cause covld be found
There were three isclated cases of aalmonella infeetion: in twe cages the
gource of infection was probably farm animals, and in the other case the
person concerned had just returned from a holiday in Spain.

(f) Infective Hepatitis,

The outbreak of this virus disease that started in 1969 (with
35 casges notified) now appears to have come to an end as only eight cases
were notified during 1971, and at the time of writing this report (the end
of May 1972), no cases have been reported in 1972, During en outbresk the
virus becomes widely spread throughout the community and most people gain
immmnity (or get this immunity reinforced) by 2 smell dose of germs that
does not maks them ill,

=10=



3.
(cont'd.)

(g) la ptoapirosig.

This disease only became notifiable since 1968, and 1971 wae
the first year for a case to be notified. This disease is commonly
spread by rats whe, when infected, pess the germ in their urine. The
germ can stay alive for a short time in sewage or streams or puddles of
water on the farm. It can enier the skin of a humam being through a
gmall cut or abrasion, so the persons most at risk of picking up this
infection are sewer workers, farm workers, or people who bathe in
infocted streams.

4 rarer form of the disease is occasionally found in dogs or
farm animals, but this is quickly diasgnosed by the Veterinary Surgeons
who warn the ownere (and also let the Medical Officer of Heal*h know).
The case reported was in a farmer, and as there were no sick animals en
the farm the health department carried oai. 1 widespread campaign ageinat
rats in the area. ]

(b) Immunisation.

I am grateful to Dr.C.D.L.lycett, the County Medical Officer
of Health, for the following immunisetiun statistice for the Bural District
carried out in 1971:=-

Children born in years:-
1971 (1970 11969 11968 1967 i1962 (1956
i E : to to | under
' : i 11966 i1961 ; 16
ocopleted during 1371: : i E
Di phtheria 185 {212 & I3§ 6 LF G R
Whooping Cough 182 | 211 ! 13 37 = - -1 -
Tetanua 165 | 213 ° 1% 6 i Qrss willGe ) 3G -
Measles =1 263;: 481 2! A§ A Fj§ =
Poliomyelitis 185 ; 216 ;| 18§ 5 4 i D
Heinforcing Immunisaticonsg - i l
given in 1971: : i ; ; i i
Diphtheria 10194 § 256 23 116 | 103 ; -
Whooping Cough ol S e Lt e o sy R B R .
Tetanus 2:104 ; 1553 26: 119 : 130 ; 59 -
Policayelitis -13603 {147 21} 12 {127 12§ =
, ! i i ’ H
Months: i Years:
Ahge Group:= = - : 1
0=3 : 36 { 65 § 9=121 1 : 2-4 | 5-15
Smallpox Veccinations - - = 1 101 126 ' )
Gmallpox Ra=Vaccinations - = - ; = o 5 I 48

* Vaccination discontimmed as & routine measure
for early childhood in September 1971.
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4. WATER SUFFLIES.

The Health Department take regular samples from consumers'
gupply points throughout the district for bactericlogical examinatiom at
the Public Health Laboratery in Bath. They alse test for residual
ehlorine in the water., I receive coples of the Public fnalyst's reports
on the water from all scurces, showing that it does neot contain any trace
of poisoncus metals, and also that it dees not dissolve the lead in lead
pipea, It is only & certain type of soft water that dissolves lead from
lead pipes and we are fortunate that the water in this area is
comparatively hard. Teople may complsin that hard water uses more soap,
but there is now good evidence that hard waters are healthier than scft
waters., A summery cf the facts is given in an article by A.N.Howard in
the April 1972 medical journal entitlea '"Modern Geriatrics" - some of this

is worth quoting in full;-

"ees In the United Kingdom, Crawford and her colleagues showed
that in 61 County Boroughs of Englend and Wales with a populaticn
of over 80,000 in 1961, the harder the local drinking water and
the more caleium it conteined, the lower was the death rate in
middle and early old age; this was particularly so for cardico-
vagcular mortality. Chemieanl strdies of trace elements in water
from consumers' taps showed ncne at 2 concentration which could
be considered toxic, either in towns with very soft or wvery hard
water,

... The death rates in Glasgow for cardiovascular disease are
about the highest in Britain (654 per 100,000 for people aged
45-64 years) and the city has & very soft water supply. OCreater
London hae a very hard drinking water and similar deatha {440 per
100,000) ere approximately two-thirds of those in Flasgpow,

",.. Probably the most interesting report is that provided by
Bobertacn, who has studied the rise in death rate from ecardio-
vascular disease over the last seven years in Scunthorpe,
Lincolnshire, where the water supply was artificfally softened.
Nearby Grimsby hes exactly the same water supply, but unsoftencd.
Scunthorpe has 27% more deaths than Grimsby. Moreower, while
death rates are still rising in Scunthorpe, they are falling
glightly in Grimsby. The local water boerd hawve taken the
unusual step of doubling the calcium content of the town's water
gupply and have given up using the water softener.

"..: There is no clear evidence as yet as to what is present or
migeing in soft water that makes it deleterious. «.."

I am grateful for the following report by the Chief Engineer of
the North Wilts Water Board, Mr.R.Farrage:-

Development.

During the year under review the Board's new borehole at Holt
has been developed and a pumping station constructed. This stetion is
now in operation. A& further production borehole has been successfully
drilled to the scuth of Holt village which, tegether with the first borshole,
has been licensed for abstrection of water up to 2% m.g.d.

Further trial boreholes howe been sunk near Morket Dawvington, a2nd a
Froduction borehole has been drilled at Easterton.

Work on a production barahniﬂ at Iecock is in progress.
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(cont'd.)

Consumption.
1970 171
fAverage daily consumption in million galloms ... .-+ .- B8.76 9.44
Metered supplies T A T T T T T T T e s L T )
Tnmatered aupplien. wes  aes . dei., sam  han. ses asss Ba6H 615

Despite the ever-increasing demand for water, the Board is still
meeting this demand with some reserves.

Eacteriological Examination of Water.
(2) Sanples taken froo consumers' supply points:

During *he year, 1,330 samples f£ro- consumers' supply points were
exemined; of thesei-

1,241 were satiofactory, having coliform counts of less than 1
49 were - zported tc heve coliform counta of 1-2
40 had coliform counts of 3 or more.

On the occesions when reports of coliform counts were received from

the Laboratory, investigations and repeated samplings were undertaken and
sontinued until eetisfoctory reporta wers received.

(v) Samples taken from sources:

TT5 samples of water from sources were submitted for examination,
280 gemples bafore treatment was applied to the water, and 495 samples after
the water had been treatedi-

Samples of water before freatment:

2680 samples were subnitted:

Excallent: Colifarm gount of less than 1 ... sea 154
Sﬂ-tiﬂfﬂﬂtm -] L n n 1*3 - - w amw a0
Suspicious: n moam =30 Gl emal e B
Unsetisfactory: L " " more than 10 sl see 25

Samples excellent and satisfactory: B83.6%.
Samples of water after treatment:

495 samples were submitted:

Excallent: Coliform count of less than 1 ... ... 463
Satisfactory: " e Wi dmd T g ST P |
Suspicious: L .| " =1 sas  mms  wwa 4
Unsatisfactorys: n " Ropore than 10 sie o wes 4

Samples excellent and satisfactery: 98.4%.

(¢) Typical Analyeis of Raw Waters.

Chlorination of all sources is practised with the aim of obtaining
ohlorine residuals at all consumers' points of supply of between 0.1 and
0.3 parts per million.

The Board continues to exercise supervision of the quality of raw
water from all the sources by submitting samples to their Consultant Chemists,
the Counties Public Health Laboratories, London, and any ehanges in chemiecal
or mineralogical qualities of the water are reported by Mr.Cordon Miles, the
Principal of these Laboratories.

Fluoride occurs naturally in quantities from 0.38 to 0.75 p.p.m.
in the water obtained from the deep borehole sources in the limestone but it
is wsually absent in the waters obtained from shallow wells and spring souroes.
The Board is advised by ite Consultant Chemists that nome of the waters
supplied ias plumbo-aolvent.
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(cont'd.)

(e¢) Typicel knalysis of Raw Waters (continued)...

Scurce and Date:-

Chippenham:Rodbourne = Gharlton: Calstome |Widdenhag

Borehole | Borehale | Borehole ! Springs | Springs

25.8.71 § 22.9,71 | 21.7.71 : 16.2.72 { 18.5.71
Colour Bl @ Wl csetedolileefec B (B3
Odour il i Wil S ER P Nil
pH pLamEe Ciinudnla wost slfodedod I3 T
Free COo PeDellls L8 o g5 4 26 i 2 & 19
Chloride " 35 s oo BE0L G123 nldmios odmelfougds o33
Hardness: L iz 1 285 Easdlgyy, 335 ¢ 300
Carbonate L 255 | 250 i 260 | 275 i @15
Non-Carbonate L BE seduecah, L B F @0 1 85
Nitrate Nitrogen " §3 1 06 iniggh mmelerdabonnd (344
Mitrite Witrogen “ Ox01 | Absent : 0,01 : Absent : Absent
Cxygen Absorbed i 0,30 i “0.10 P 0Wl0 i 0,00 1 0u40
Alb. Nitrogen T 0.00 ¢ 0,00 : 0,00 ¢! 0.0 { 0.00
Iron g 0.10° : 003 4 0.04 ¢ Absent | 0.05
Zine o Absent | Q.04 | Absent : Absent | Absent
Other Metals b Absent | kbsent : Absent : absent ! Absent
Flucride . 0.75 | 9,63 : 0,38 § 0.1 | 0.2

5e SEVERAGE .

R ——————

I am grateful for the fallowing informatien from Mr.W.langley Jones.
I requested him to include projected schemes, because with the re-organisation
of loeal government I consider these schemee should be carried through
(whoever at the time is the responsible authority) in the best interests of
public health.

Sewarame Schepes.

During the financial year 1971/2, work has proceeded on two major
schemes as follows:-

(2) Corsham Sewerage Scheme, Stage I.

This inwvolved the reconstruction of the aeration plant at the
main works and includes the provision of & de-watering plant for sludge
and two ptorm tanks. Relief sewers have also been constructed in the town
ares to alleviate flooding problems that ocourved in very wet weather. The
total cost of this staga of the scheme is approximately £120,000.

(b) Stanton Sewerage Scieme.

This scheme includes the drainage of:-

(a) The mosorway service area at leigh Delamere.

(b) The Stanton villages.

(e) The flow from the Royal Air Force establishment at
Hullavington which previcusly discharged to the Royal

Air Force works at Lower Stanton; this works has now
been closed. i

=14~



Foul water drainage from most of the settlements
and villages in the north and nerth-eastern areas
of the District are now treatad at 2 single sewsge
works at Sutton Benger, with the effluent outfall
to the Riwver Avon.

The Stanton schems has cost approximately £139,000
and substantial contributions toc these costs hawve
beer made by the Minlstry of Transport end the
iniatry of Defence.

(¢) Burton Scwerage Scheme.

This schewe is now wirtually complete and provides main drainage
to the village with sewage treatment at & "package" type asration plant.
The approximate cost is £19,000,

1972/3:

(a) Scuth-Bastern drainage Area.

The contract has now comnencea for the provisicm of foul water
pewers in the settlements and villages of Heddington, Calne Withoat,
Compton Bassett and Cherhill parighes.

The sewers will all drain to an existing sewage works at
Compton Bassett, which the Ddstrict Council have purchased from the

Ministry of Defence. This scheme will cost approximately £337,000 and
is due for completion in the amtumn of 1973.

(b) Notton and Bowdern Hill Sewerage Scheme.
The estioated oost of this acheme is £84,000.

(e) langley Burrell Village.

The estimated cost of this scheme is £36,000.
(d) Pewsham Sewerage Extension,
The estimated cost of this extension iz £15,000.

(e) Sutton Penger Sewersge Works.

The cost of the de-watering plant for sludge treatment is £30,000.

Those schemxs are in the design stage and are d te be
carried out or commenced during the financial rear 1973/4.

197 jg_'g i
Schemes of drainage for:

(a) Bremhill village,
(b) HNorth-western drainage area,

are expected to be designed during the above financial year and carried
out during 1974/5.

OTHER PUBLIC HEALTH MATTERS.

Thase are dealt with fully in the BEeport of the
Chief Public Health Inspector herewith.
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FEFOET of the CHIEF FUBLIS HHELTH INSPECICR

To tha Chairman and Members of the
Calne and Chippenhem Rurel District Council:
Mr.Chairman, ladies and Gentlemen,

I have the honour to present my contritution to the Annual
Report of the Medical Officer of Health for the year 1971.

Construction of the M.4 Motorway.

Hundreda of local pecple heaved a gigh of selief when the
gection of this motorway from Tormarton to Stanton St.Quintin roundabout
was declered open in June, followed by the second section - from
Stanton St.Guintin to the other aside of Swindon - in December.

Hot only did the opening of this motorway syphon off the
heavy traffic frum the A.4 2nd once more rastors the pleassurs of
travelling from Chippenham to the Beckbaapton boundary of the District,
but it also, I &m sure, contributed to & reduction of noise levels
through the Cherhill, Studley and Pewsham areas.

The normal peaceful atmosphers of the villages in the north-west
areasg cf the Rural District, ineluding Grittleton, Leigh Ielamere,
Kington St.Michasl and Stanton S5t.Guintin has also been restored, with
the disappearance of the heevy motor lorries taking construction materisls
t0 the motorway.

Whilst this department has been concernsd only with frinae
sotiivities in comnection with tle motorway construction, it has been
infimately concermed with the establishment of the Lcoigh Delamere Service
Station, includirg the petrol filling stations and catering facilities.

The petrol Filling stotions were completed towards the end of
1971, end ave to be officially opened in Januwary 1972,

The two restourants are well upder construotion and plaansd to
ba operational in March 1972.

I became inwvolved in the arrengements for the collection and
disposal of oommereial refuse from these premiseas which, becauses of their
size and volume of business, require more than 1 weekly refuse collection.
The final arrangements for this service will be settled early in 1972.
but it is anticipated that at least three collections per week will be
necessary and confributions over and abowe the rates for the establishment
will have to be paid by the Company.

The architectural concept for this developmnt is most pleasing
and fits in well with the Leigh Delamere environment, and the facilities
will be of the highest possible standard, but when the restaurants are
opened to the public this departmenv will be much inveolved in ensuring
that the runming of the catering sertvioce is on sound bygienic principles.
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Housing Imnrovement.

A fairly detailed statement on ipprovement grant work is
ineluded in the body of this report.

I would however, like to comment on the continued rising
cost of improvement work and the spectacular rise in the selling
prices of cottage property in the Rural District.

A year or so ago it was reasonably possible to acquire an
average cottage with possibilities for improvement, for something in
the region of £2,500 to £3,000; today these cottages are being
purchased for £5,000 plus, The better type of country coltage can
raealise aa mch as £8,500 to £10,000.

Building rosts too, are rising, and the discretionary grants
igsued for the eighty-one applications approwved in 1971 awveraged £865,
compared with a figure of £735 in .970 - an increase of 17.6%.

Litter,

The Danserous litter Act 1971 came into effect in June.
The effect of Sub-section 1 of Section 1 of the Act iz to increasea the
original maxirws fine of £10 under the litter het 1958, to £100. The
Aot directs Courts, when fixing & peualty after conviciion, to have
regard not only to the question of defacement by litter, but alsoc to
tha nature of the litter and any resulting risk of injury to persons
or animals or of dapage to property.

It is too early to determine whether the higher penalty of
£100 will lead to a diminution of the amount of litter scattered
throughout the towms and countryside. o iemediate improvement is
apparent and wntil & nuober of waximom fines for these offences have
been imposed I can see the unsatisfactory "don't care" attitude of the
general public towards litter combinuing.

Several instances of the dumping of litter in this District
have been reported to the Police, with evidence of names and addresses
of the depositor, but unless the people concerned ere actually ssen
depositing the litter, or a written statement confirning the offence
can be obtained, a prosecution cannct be instituted.

A more troublescme form of litter is created by persons
"Fly-tipping" on waste land, or by breaking inte our refuse tips, mostly
at weekends, and by the unsuthorised creation of dumps in ocut-of -the-way
places.

There is & particular problem éonce-ning the disposal of
bulk soterial such as building rubble, stiff clay from excavations,
sewage sludge and detritus. Now that such materisls cannot be accepted
at the Council's refuse tips, I know of two areas cnly where this
material can be deposited, napely et Wadswick (uarry and at Lower Seagry
Gravel Works.

Litter, refuse collection and disposal, comservation, pollution,
and the CGivic imenities Act are all inextricably bound together. There
ig a rapidly growing awareness amongst the nore enlightened wenbers of the
public, of the environmental danger of unnecessary production by the
;thrmr away" sociely, but the answers to these problems have atill to be

cund .
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SUMMARY OF FUBLIC HEALTH INSFECTORS' VISITS DURING 1971.

e ———————————————————

Public Health.

Investigations into complaints of nuisance dug tos=

premises prejudicial to health ...

koeping of enimals ...

accurmlations or deposits ...

atmospheric pollution

n{!iﬂﬂ e e e waw

Dther CAUSE S e e W
General inrpection of Distriect for nuisances
Re-visits concerning NUisances ses  sss  sos
Vigite ro:- water supplied <.. o1

LR

LR

'En]

o

LI

CCR

R

-

-

E ]

sanitary surveys and sewer connections

other domeatic drainage matters

land dradnage «s:  swa
infections disense i

treatpent of infested premises

Ingpections of i- private carsvan sites
Council coravan sites
EYpsy coaps e e
punlic convenisnced ..

Other publiec health calls end re-visits ...

Housing.

Houpes inspected under Public Health Acts
Re-wisits to the above houseg ... ...

Houses inspected under Housing Let8 eee  sen
Re-visits to the above houses sse  ass

Houses inspected for overcrowding ... ass

Houses inspeeted re inprovepents

Re-vigits to the abowe houses ... 4.
Visits re housing advances i ek e
Food and Trugs.

Ingpections of := bakehovses ... ses  ass
butchers! shops sse  wes
centeens, cafes, etc. ...

LU

PR

W oa

CE

W

R

dairies and nilk distributors

fried fish shops «as  4ss

grocers and general stores ...

licensed preniscs T
poultzy pacldng stations
gtalls, wehicles, etc.
other food prepises ...
Follow-up visits to the above premises ...
Conplaints investigated wee sss  was  sas
Other Food ond Drugs visits and re-visits

Ganeral.

Offices, Shope and Railway Prenises hcotsi-
general inspections ...
vther inspections -

Foctories Aotst= vigits to factories ...

vigits to oubtworkers! premises

Visits re:= rodent control diatat R

BEE

#EE

ER

R

litter and abandoned wehicles
refuse and salvoage collection

refuse disposcl sus .
petrolewn licensing ...
Miscellansous vigits oo wsa  4us was B
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56
31
48
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150
128
112

47
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282
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120
568
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69
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336
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4. PIBLIC HEALTH - GEHERAL.

DRALHAGE .
(a) Sewer Connections.

Stanton sewerage systen came into use towards the end of the
year ard owners are making good progress in ecomnecting their properties
o it Frovision of this sewer will eliminate the drainage problens
which have arisen in the past on the Court Close Estate, where individual
plots were too small te aceopmodate septic tanks and soakaways
aatisfactorily,

4 private pumping station has been built at the Manor House Hotel,
Cagtle Combe, to pump ite sewage into the public sewer. Tne use of the
inadequate septic tank which used to overflow inte the strean is now
discontinued.

b) Dreinage Survey.
(b) Drainage Survey.

A murvey of Hotton and part of Reybridge, in the Parish of Lacoek,
econfirmed that droinage conditions were very unesatisfactory and could be
resolved only by the installation of & public sewer. It was accordingly
reported to the Council, end agreed, that the ares in question should be
gewered in 1973, Fortunately, no sewage disposal work will be regquired
because the scheme will drain to the existing lacock works, by means of
a punping main,

4 survey was also carried ocut at Langley Burrell, and here again
it was confirmed that the widespread difficultics and nuisances could be
reaplved only by the instellation of & publie sewer, It is proposed that
this area also will be sewered in 1973,

(¢) BSampling of Effluents from Scwage Disposal Works.

Exanination of effluents from the Council's sewage disposal works
is arranged by the Engineer and Surveyor and carried cut by the Council's
Chemist at Thingley sewage disposal works.

Periodic complaints are received from residents adjacent to the
Byde Breok between the Thingley Viorks and Lacock, of pollution of the
Brook by effluent from the sewage works. ‘Those near the works object to
the detergent foom, which is particularly bad on wash-days, a2nd in the
villape the pain complaint is of periodic murkiness in what should be a
elear brook.

A recent call wns received from & resident about one mile
downatrean of the works, complaining of emell, This wos exceedingly
of fenzsive and was due to & breakdown of the plant at the sewage works.
Complaints of this nature can arise from the best-regulated sewage disposzl
worka and the only answer in suck & case iz to carry out the proposals
pugmasted sometime ago to provide an effluent pipe discharging directly into
the ERiver Avon, where there will be greater dilution.

(@) Sludge Disposal.

Every year, more and more septic tanks have been constructed,
and we are now reeeiving conplaints of nuiesnce doe to disposal of septie
tank contents by eontractors. Several complaints have been received fron
famers of the dumping of oesspool contenté at Pretty Chimmeys et Kington
Langley, vhere the effluent seeped into a stream. This complaint was
passed to the Bristol Avon River Authority whka took up the matter with
the contractor and landowmer concerned, to stop the practice.

Enother eopplaint concerned the dunping, with the owner's econsent,
of the contents of the ozsapool cuptier by a private operator in a paddock.
Fart of the more liquid portion of the load ran domm into an adjacent garden.
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(cont'd.) (o)

AZ.

Iand Drainage.

It was reported last year that the Catbrock scheme at Eesi Tytherton
could be carried out during 1571. Unfortunately, this was not possible
because of extra work and serious flooding elsewhere, but the Lend Inainage
Officer has promised that if possible the job will be done this coming Bpring.

PUBLIC CONVERIEWNCES.

The new conveniencss for the Corsham Central Avea are to be built
in 1972, and this will enable us to close down the unsatisfactory ones in
Yoat Office Lans.

The public conveniences at Box, Castle Combe, Colerne and Lacock
have been satisfactorily maintained, but unortunately the hand-drvers at
Castle Combe have been out of action for the latter part of the year, due to
gifficulties in obvaining spare parts.

WATER SUFFLIES.

Almost all of the water supplied to this District is provided by
the North Wilts Water Board, with the Bristol Waterworks supplying & small
area at Burton. Hoss Poultry Ltd. obtain water from their own borehole for
their poultry packing station at Sutton Benger.

(s) Adequacy of Supplies.

llo complaints of shorteges or deficiency in water supplies were
received during the year.

The scheme mentioned in last year's report, which could alleviate
& problem at Colerne, is proceeding, and the new main may be laid in the
coning year,

(b) Private Supplies.

There are few private water supplies remaining ih the District, and
no action has been necessary during the year in connection with them.

The private supplies mentioned in our table of Sample Reports were
taken fron Sutton Benger Poultry Pucking Station, where their borehole water
is heawvily chlorinated before use.

(¢) Contanmination.

The usual sporadic crop of suspect samples from mains supplies
was received. These were mostly of no significance but in one week during
the sumer, all sanples taken in the Box and Co-shap area failed, dus to a
burst water main. The trouble was soon rectified, following repair of the
main.

(d) Sampling for Bacteriologieral and Chemical Exanination,

Samples of treated water, as supplied to consumers; are taken by
the Public Health Depariment for bacterioclogical examination at the Fublic
Health laboratory, Manor Hospital, Bath.

Weeltly sanples are taken from houses supplied directly from the
pain sources and from various points to give comprehensive coverage of
supplies throughout the Diastrict,

The monthly samples are taken from places at the ends of the paina,
or ag a cheek on supply arcas between the weekly sanmpling pointa,

Untreated water is not sampled by this departoent, these samples
being teken by the North Wilte Weter Board, The Water Board aslso takes
ite own check samples at consuner cupply points, and infuimetion on the
reports on such sacples is given by the Medical Officer of Health in his part
of this Report. 5
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1
(cont'd.) knalysis of Reports on Samples taken by this

Department for Bacteriologicel Examinaticn,

Satig- Suspect | Unsatis-
-factory: |{Non-facecal| -factory
colifeorms | (fascal-
present): | -type
coliforms
_pr-:-:sant-]:
Heekly Samples:
Bristol Waterworks: PBurton 42 1 -
L Calatone supply: Theobalds Green 42 2 2
Cherhill " 3 Yatesbury 44 1 2
Chippenham " ; Bowden Hill 46 1 1
H "o 3 Fiveways 43 3 1
Goodshill " o Telley Hill 42 2 3
Rodbourna " 3 Stanton St.Quintin 41 3 2
Waghwells " : Box (Morket Place) 45 2 -
Widdenham " . Box (Bargates) 44 1 1
Mixed sources: Castle Combe 46 1 -
Christian Melford 45 = =
Colerns 47 = =
Corsham (Bath Road) 42 2 2
Hilmarton 40 5 2
Marshficld Reservoir 44 1 -
Nettleton (Horsdowm) 38 T 1
West Kington 46 - -
Monthly Samples: Compton Bassett _ 9 1 -
Draycot Cerne 9 = =
East Tytherton 10 - -
Foxham I 10 - -
Grittleton 10 - -
Neston ! 10 1 =
Totals of leg taken:
Public supplies | 19 34 | 1
Private supplics i 6 - ! -
|
Ad. REFUSE COLLECTION AND DISPOSAL.

(a) BRefuse Collection.

This service continued to operate successfully, with minor troubles
which had to be ironed out. OConsidering the complexity of the service, the
ratepayers have little to complain about.

The one aspect of the service which does irritate householders ia
the non-collection of refuse during Bank Holiday pericds. I% is just not
possible with the labour force and vehicles available to make elternative
arrongements to satisfy some 2,000 householders in the Box, Corsham and
Iangley Burrell areas who are affected on Bank Holideys.

To make such altermative arrangements, would require nine additional
men and three wvehicles, and these are not available.

Thess hcouseholders could help themselves during holiday periods by
excluding from their dustbins all cardboard conteiners and paper, and this
could be selvaged, or bturnt, or pat on the compost heap; a little self-help
is all that is required to overcome these difficulties.

he
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(b) Refuse Disposal.

The refuse disposal problems for the Council became very acute
towards the end of 1971, when tipping facilities at Sutton Benger and
Grittleton were almost exhausted.

An approach to the Borough of Chippenham for tipping facilities
at their Westmead *ip until such time as the Ieigh Delamers tipping area
is available became egsential, and the reedy co-cperation of the Borough
Couneil in agrecing to this arrangement was most gravifying.

It is a matter of much regret to me that we should find ourselves
withovt tipping space through no fault of the Couneil, who for scme ten
years had been giving serious consideration to alternative arrangements for
the disposel of =efuse for this area and fo~ adjoining authorities.

The last-minute failure of the agortium of local authorities to
rroceed with the erection of an inecineration plant at Thingley constituted
a major error of juf ement on “he immeneity of the problem of refuse disposal
in north-west, central and south-west Wiltshire; a probiem whiczh is
bescnin; nore menacing in local authoritvy areas believed to have had
tipping space for meEny years Lo coma.

(c¢) Bupply of Dustbins.

Seventy-two atrong, heavy-duty polythene dustbins were sold in
1971 at £2.10 each. This is a service which is appreciated by new
hemgeholders end those living in the more remote parts of the Rural Distriet.

(d) Civic imenities Act 1967.

Turing the year, forty wehicles were dealt with under the
provigions of this Aect, This nupher ineluded seven which were abandonad
on the newly-opened Mi motorway. Yehicles which are abandomed om the
motorway are towed off under Police supervision by the Wilte County Council,
to their Motorway Maintenance Compound at Stanton 8t.Guintin, where they
remain whilst being dealt with by this department.

The wehiclea dealt with consiated of thirty-eight cars and vans,
one tractor unit of an articulated wehicle, and ope motor-cycle which proved
to have been stolen. Fourtesn were removed by their owners from the places
where they had been abendoned and two more were recovered by their owners
after payment of the Council's towing and storage charges. The ressinder
wore removed for breaking up, either 'y the Couneil directly or by
arrangement with scrap dealears.

SALVACE (F WASTE PAPER.

During 1971 the amount of salw gold to the pills totalled
294,957 kilograms (approximately 299 tons), valusd at £2,787. This is a
reduction of 15 tons on the amount collected and sold the previous year,

I cannot lay my finger on the reason for this reduction, other
than by refervence to a goneral losa of interest in the separation of waste
paper by some members of the community. A minority of householders
regularly salvage paper and oardbosrd, but they represent less than 3056 of
the community and it is most difficult to secure the co-operation of the
majority. T hope we may improve on these fipgures in 1972.

CARAVAN SITES.

(a) Private Sites.

The mumber of licensed sites has now dropped to twenty-two, of
which fourteen are of long standing, the remainder being licensed for
temporary periocds. In addition to the sites liconsed for residential use,
thers are four sites registered for use by members of the Caravan Club.
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With the opening of the motorway, most of the caravans at the
Stanton St.Quintin site have left, and it is expected that this site
will close down nompletely early in 1972.

Total FBumber of Current Licences:
Parish; No. of No. of

Ii cenecesg: CArAvEns:

Box

Bremhill
Chippenham Without
Christian M=lford
Colerns

Corahan

Hilmarton

Eington Langley
Horth Vraxall
Pewshan

Sutton Benger

Iﬁlwmwmwwwmwwu
Iolt.uml-lmwt.uui.ul-u.ul‘é’

(b) Sites Providea by the Council,

The 107 standings for residential caravans have been
gatiafactorily maintained by the Council at Corsham, Colerne, Sutton
Benger and Yatton Keymell.

The amenitiecs at the Thickwood gite nesr Colerne hawe been
improved but the expected response frem licensses to improve the general
appearance of the site has not materialised. Few of the cccupants take
a pride in their om plotse and as a result this caravan site bears no
regenblance to the other well-maintained sites belonging to the Council.
I have offered to provide ftop-soil to enable parts of the site to be
cultivated or grassed over, but I have not had a single regquest for this.

NUISANCES FROM FAHNTING ACTTVITIES.

Complaints of smell from the dispesal of mammre from intensive
farming units continue 4o be receiwved and dealt with, and with the
increcsing number of these units in the Distrdiect I foresee no reduction
in the nmugber of zomplaints.

Daposal of anims]l manure by spreading it on the land oust be
accepted as a necessary and normal ectivity in a rural ares, but wa
expact the farmer to fale all reascmable precautions, including poying
attention to prevailing weather conditions, to aveid canging a nuissnce.

Some wariations in the usual pattern have cccurred this year.
On one ocecasion numerous complaints wers received from risidents of a
housing estate at Corsham, doe to the disposal of sludge from the sewage
works at Thingley. This was a necessary job and the sludge was ploughed
in as speedily as possible but unfortunately during this period the wind
direction was unfaveurable,

One smallheolder erected pig sheds literally within & few feet
of a deelling to the obvious discomfort of the residents. Tarning of
poaspible formal action effected thedr speedy removal.

One hardy annual - the disposal of drainage from Marden Pig Farm -
appears to havs besn overcome by the installation of a lagoon systea of
digposal. Ho eoaplaints of muisence from this source have been received
during the year.
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INFECTIOUS DISEASK.

In addition to the usual investigations when cases of infectious
disease are notified, we visited a number of people on their return from
Spain, where there was an ocutbresk of cholera in the summer. It is
fortunate that none of these developed the disease, as they could possibly
have infected others before we received notification of their return to
this country. The information sbout veccination pertificates supplied by
the notifying authorities often differed from that given by the vigitors
and one wonders if, in the ease of rapidly-incubating direases such as
cholera, our present method of controlling the international spread of
infections disease is too cumberscme to ccpe with today's larger mumber of
travellers and rapid transport.

4 suspected case of leptospirosis (Weils disease) was reported in
a farmer and from enquiries it appeared *# -t there was a heawvy infeatation
of rats in the area. A veterinery surge n also reported a case of the same
disease in a dog on one of the Council e tes in ancther pert of the
District. In both cases, the areas were treated to clear them of rats and
no further cases ha.e been reported.

CLEAN ATR ACTS 1956 and 1968.

me ure fortunate in this District in that we have no weal trouble
from emissions of black smoke, but a wholesale grocery company was persuaded
to have an incinerator built in order to dispose of their daily waste
hygienically and without nuisance.

A relatively large oil-fired central heating boiler was installed
at enoiher warehouss, using & balanced flue which discharged at a comparatively
low level, Although its situation is such that a nuisance is not likely to
arise, we would have liked the chimney to have been taken gomewhat higher.
The installation did not, however, require prior approval and we can now
only watch carefully to see if 2 nuisance is eaused.

Wle have been consulted by the Department of the Environment about
the proposed replacement of six chimmeys at Spring Quarry, Westwells, Corsham.
4lthough we have had no complaimt ebout the existing chirmeys, we strongly
recomsended that the flues be grouped together into one stack, to obtain
better disperasion of the flue goses.

I an pleased to be able to report that Mr.G.Jones has cbtained
the Diploma in Air Pollution Control of the HRoyal Society of BHealth.

CFFENSIVE THATES.

There are no offensive trades, as defined by Section 107 of the
Public Health Aot 1936, established within this District.

NOILSE ABATEMENT.

We have no great problems from noise puisances in this area,
owing to the absence of large industrial concerns, but during the past year
we have had a number of complaints which justified offiecial action.

(ne was of a 'pop' group performing at a village public housa
and upsetting the neighbours. Thanks to the co-cperaticn of the brewery,
this was finally stopped.

The second complaint concerned greyhounds kemnelled in close
proxinity to & group of houses. These dogs barked continuously in the
early morning and for long periods during the day, but with informal action,
we were svccessful in getting then moved to & more isolated position.

Woise nuisance, other than from industrial sources, can ba very
difficult to establish as, frequently, sound which one perscm finds unbearable -
nay not disturb a neighbour, ond collating gufficient evidence to prove a
nuisance can be time-consuming end tedious work.
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B FOOD LMD DHUGS.

FOOD PREMISES: FOOL HYCIENE (GENERAL) REGULATIONS 1960.

The food premises within the Rural District consist of:-

i Ho.mmplyingE Mo, of premises to which
with Regn.l6| Regn.l9 (facilities for
Premises. Ho. {mah-haﬁins washing food and equipment)
rovided ) s :
: s JE
applies: . is ocomplied
i withs
Bakers T T T 5
Butchers ;] a 8 8
Fish-and-Chip Shops i 1 1 1
Fieh and Fruit Sheps 4 4 3 3
Grocers and
General 3tores 64 64 31 3%
Licensed Prenises Gl (] a0 &0
Restourants and Cafes 2] 8 g 2]
Sweets and ILees Shops 12 12 = -
Factories and
Distz'butors I 2 = 1 1
166 166 119 119

Poultry Packing Station, Sutton Benger.

During the year, 168 risits weoe mede to the Packing Station.
The aim is to vieit three times a week to check the premises aud environment,
the live and dead chiclens, viscera and portions, and gencrally to see that
the preparation, freezing and packing processes are hygienicelly conducted.
Re jected carcasJes and viscera are alsc inspected so thet anything untoward
can be commented upon to the management.

There were 3,030,002 broiler chickens processed during 1971, of
which 24,128 were rejected - a percentage of 0.265. Although the amount
expressed as a percentage is very small, it is a significant amcunt, and
the management is duly concermed about it because rejected material is a
serious loss. There is, however, no attempt toc pass through anything that
is in any way even slightly suspect. The quality control policy of the
Company is such that there are virtually no queries in respect of the
finighed product.

Each year we can be excused for thinking that the improvements
and alterations are at an end, and each following year one finds that the
pace of capital improvement work hes been faster thanever. From talks
with the management, we learn that an even greater amount of asutomatic
processing machinery will be installed during 1972.

Iuring the year there were experiments in filleting, coating with
batter and breaderumos, end cooking., These processes have had our close
attention.

Livensed Premises.

The number of licensad housas in the Bural District repains at
sixty. No major improvements were carried out during the year and those
vigited were found to be reasonebly satisfactory, except in the case of one
club where the sanitary facilities are now inadeguate for the increased
membership; a scheme for rebuilding these facilities has been prepaered.
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This elub has also coused us conslderable concerm on aceount of
the amount of noise produced at times. The noise is not unusual for this
size and type of club and only affects one family which lives adjacent to
and partly over the club., The club was already in existence when the
adjoining propercy was bought by the present owner and so far there appears
to be no practical way of amelioratimg the situation. The club licence is
due for renewel in 1972, when nc dovbt the problem will be taken into account
by the magistrates,

Bakehouses,
The seven bokehouses in the District are situcted at:-

Brephill ... ...
Castle Combe P
ﬂherhill & EE # 8%
GDJ.EIT&E LR LR
Corshan s Fas

Tl

Fried Fish Shops.

The fish-and-chip shop at Covskam is still in operation on its
temporary site, but it is hoped that witk the start of development of the
Central Area, new premises moy become available. Periodic visits hawe
been mode to the shop, when the standard of hygiens has bcen found to be
satisfactory.

An application to open a new shop at Colerne was refused planning
permiasion, nartly on representeétions from this department that the premises
were gquite unsuitable for the purpose.

FOOD COMPLAINTS.

Two complaints were received on the same day of the sale of mouldy
cekes by o travelling bakers! roundsman. These were taken up with the parent
firm, when it becaome apparent that their stouk coding and rotation left a lot
to be desired, The firm was prosecuted and fined £15 at Chippenhan
Magistrates' Court.

A complaint of & piece of wax in a packet of cornflakes was found
on investigation to be sealing material from the waxed inmer liner. The
matter was taken up with the panufacturers, who satisfied us that the steps
they were taking would prevent a recurrence.

When an allegation of the sale of mouldy cakes by a loeal shop was
checlked, it was found that these were eclairs sold well within the
reconmended time limit, but which had been kept in a warm plece by the
purchaser. The retailer was not at fault this time but the investigations
demonstrated the limitations of date stamping as & means of ensuring that
food ig always fresh when eaten.

An ice-cream which was reported to have a bitter taste was analysed
and found to contain exeess chloride. Bristol Corporation was notified, and
when one of their public health inspectors visited the factory which produced
the ices he found that the firm was in prosess of replacing faulty moulds
which had permitted the accesa of brine to some iees. No further action was
taken in this case.

CONIEMNED FOCDS.

The following foodstuffs were examined by your publie health
inspectors, found to be unfit or unsaleable, and subsequently surrendered by
the cewners:-
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(cont'd.) 48 x 1%ozs. tins of lambs' tongues.
2 x 6lbs. tins of weal.
lx 6lbs. tin of ox tongue.
161bs. of ham.
£E80 worih of frozen foods, spoint by the
breakdewn of refrigeration plents.

The increasing use of deep-freeze cahinets in grocers' shops and
stores can give rise to considerable less of food if th: eguipment breaks
down during a weekend. By the time the damage is discovered, the food is
not £fit to be removed into eold storage and must be dumped. The retailers
asgk for a certificate of unfitness for insurance purposes.

Bd. MILE AND DATRIES.

{a) Begistration.

The nmumber of registercd distributors has increased by three.
Retail shops, such as grocers, which sell small gquantities of bottled milk,
are included in this category.

Ho. of resigtered dairies ... pes see ses 8

No. of regiastered distributors ... «.. ..o 23

The dealers' licemnces to sell designated milk which hawve been
dgsued in this Digtrict are as followsi-

Desimation:

Matreated mille o ses san  was  was  pea -
e e I e o iy .o o i e (o iy B gy A
S*-El'iligad. Eﬂilk s aw #a s e o w o w e w8 e E
Ultra-heat-treated milk N e

all millk retailed im this District is now heat-treated.

I:'E::] Milk Sappling for Statutory Examination.

Regular samples fyom distributors licensed in this District ars
gent to the Public Health Laboratory at Bath. Honthly samples of milk
processed ocutside the county and guerterly samples of milk heat-treated in
Wiltghire are taken under powers delegated by the County Council.

The reports on these samples were as follows:-

E&t’iﬂfa‘:‘toﬂ A L LR N ] L L B ] L ] 13?
Uﬂﬂaatiafﬂ-ﬂtﬂr}' S e A e e scee DL
Void (shade tempersture at Laboratory

exceeded prescribed maximum) ... ... 13

(e) Milk Sempling for Biological Examination.

fs no rew milk is sold within this Rural District, there is no
routine sampling for the presence of tuberculosis or brucella abortus.

(1) Pacteorisation Plant.

The only pasteurising plant in the District, at Castle Combe, is
licensed by the Couniy Council, and bottle rinse samples to check the
efficiency of bottle-washing are taken regularly by the County public health
gtaff.

35‘1 _I‘g;ﬂ_ﬂﬂﬁkﬂ“'
The standard of hygiene in the ninety premises which are registered
for the sale of ice cream has beem satisfaoctory.
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Applications.

Thirty-aix aamplea of ice cream ware taken for roubtine -
exazination, with the fﬁllcl’.ln.g results:-

Grade s

I LU LN LR Jﬂ
I.I L LB L L 5
III L LR LR l
w ERCN b EE LR ] oy
SLAUGHTERHOUSES AND KNACKERS' YARDS.

There are uo slanghterhoases in the Hural District, but we have
one knackers' yard at Heddington.

I apm nleased to be able to report that the old buildings are
being replaced by new ones cn the same e°ie, and thet the work is expected
¢o be completed by the Spring of 1972.

Six slaughtermen's 1 .cences were issuad, all to men employed at
the Heddington knackera' yard,

The mumber of horse carcasses receiwved at this yard during the
year totalled 35; of these, 18 had been slaughtered on farms.

Ca HOUSING.

HOUSING ACT 1969: HOUSING INPROVEMENTS.

Improvements have again been the major housing activity, although
the number of houses improved during the year wes slightly less than the
average immediately before 1969. Fron the graph below it will be seen that
the major effect of the Housing let 1969 has been a considerable increase in
the number of applications for Discretionary Grants, and & corresponding drop
in the mucher for Standard Grants.

* 5td.Grants

325015k has Y ERRmiEs- el -oln R MR

Year.
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W
o
o
i o
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E:‘.h-

Ioproverent Grants - APPLICATIONS receiwved.
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Inprovenent Gronts - COMPLETED Inprovenen:s.

In thia district, if nowhers else, the figures seem to show that
Government and local exhortations, and even increasing the meximum grent by
2504, are not deeisive factors in determining the mumber of houses improved.
These things creats interest, as is showm by the number ef epplications
received, but positive =esults - the number of houses actually improved each
yeor - have rercincd Ueirly steady.

The limiting factors here are probably the nmumber of houses changing
hands, the provicion of main drainage, availability of money, and availability
of building labour, with the relative importance of each changing from yeor
to year,

In 1962 we mounted & publicity compeigm ageinst local estate agents
which may, or mey nch, be associcted with our highest-ever mumber of
applications and lowest-ever completions in that year.

In 1964 we did another publicity exercise, which included showing
the "Bponze Horses" film, but it did not seem to have much imuediate effect.
Increasing the meximonm standard grant in the same year did increase the
muber of standard grants completed over the next year or two - but at the
expense of discretionory gronts.

Mthough the number of houses impreved during 1971 was an increase
on the previous year's figure, the nmumber of applications dropped, and this
suggests that next year we are unlikely to exceed the nom of just under
eighty improvements completed per year,

Although the Housing Act 1969 has not increased the number of
houses being improved, it hos inereased the mumber of enquiries. In 1969
the total number of visits in comnection with grants was 339; last year it
wag 564, With the broadening of the scope of gronts by the inelusion of
certzin repairs in grant aidable work amd by the freeing of local authoritiss
to put their own interpretation on the legislation - instead of requiring them
to follow Government proctice notes end instructions - the department's work
in establishing the new lines of poliecy required, and in explaining these
policies io the public has added appreciably to the amount of work done in
connection with house improvements.
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Over the years the scope of grants has been increased and this,
together with ccoumuleted experience in improving houses, has resulted in
the better standards of improvement now Gehieved, This is partieulariy sc
in the treatment of rising dampness which, with the inecreasing use of
gpecialist lreatvment, can be expected to be much more effective in future.
It must be cumitted that; in the early days,; this aspect of renovation did
not receive gafficient attentivm and often when the specification did mpake
reasonable provision for traditional treatment, it wes not properly dome.
This did not becoms: apparent until some time after the work had been
completed, the new plaster dried out, and the grant had been pald.

Complete treatment of rising damoness in old properties is possibla
tut expensive, and vsually a balance has to be drawn to achieve acceptable
results at o reasonable expenditure. Also it is & characteristic of dampneas
in some houses that a wall will appear reasonably dry ot times but changes of
temperatore or kamidity will ecause it to become very demp. The purchasze of
& modsture meter has been of enormous berp=t .t, not oculy in enabling the
inapector to determine the extent of damp sss more poecisely but also in
demonstrating this to the builder and owner.

FATH HENTS.

During the year seven applications for qualification certificates
were received and nineteon certificates were issued. Most of the certificates
izzued related to iuprovement schemes which were approved in 1970.

HOUSES IN MULTIFLE QCCUBATION.

There is only one property in this Distriet - at Pickwick Road,
Corsham - krown to be in multiple ccoupation.

COCON LODGING HOUSES.

There are no common lodging houses in this Distriect.

HOUSING STATISTICS.

(8) Number of Dwellings in the District:
No. of inhabited houses (as at 3lst March 1971) ses  ses  sas 9,045

" " Couneil dwellings (as at 31st December 1971) «vs  sus 2,015
" " t{epporary Council dwellings (as at 3lat Decegber 1971) 5T

{'l::l Procecedings under Housing Acts:
Houses inspected for fitnegS.ise sse  wes  sos  was wes  san 59

No. reported as unfit for humen habitation «.c sas  ass  2es 3
Notices served requirin; defects to be remedied (Secs. 9,101 =
Houses mede fit after service of formal notices:-
(1) Dy OWDBTE  wwni cwmw ccemm e i S e R 3
(ii) by local suthority in default of omers ... ... -
Houses made fit as o result of informal action +.. s:c asa 10
Demolition Orders made (88¢. 16) ecus sss ets sss ses ses -
Houses domoliShed oeu e osmac) omimim o iiin s, | slam a0 1
Undertokings not to re-let accepted (Sec. 16)  vee wes  ses -
Undertakings to make fit accepted (Sece 16)see see see  sse -
Undertakings to make fit complied withe..: o0 ses sas -
Closing COrders made (Seccs. 17;18)ece wee sos  ses ass  ses -
Houses clogad... sas ses  ses sws wes  wss  ses e 1
Closing Order revoked, housc made £it (Sec. 27) see  sus 1

Cases of overcrowding discovered during the year... «.. -« -
Lt L ! abated L n G SR Sl e =



(¢) Improvement Grants - Standard:

ipplications received  ses ss+ .-.(no. of houses)

Applications approved:-

{‘-] mr}"bﬂ-ﬂupiﬂﬂ. pmpel-ty |: non " :]
{jri} ﬂt]lE.‘l: " { m 1 1] }
Ho. of houses j_ﬁprﬂ"fed waw . a e w e wew S Valh

_l.li.mﬂlmt 'Dr b."rﬂnta miﬂ e Loaw & m B GEE. @@

(4) Improvement Grante - Discretionaxry:
Applications received for conversions (no. of houses)
[ ] " improvememts( " " 1 :|.
Approvals for conversion of:-
(i) nwnurfaccupieﬂ propasty s« " " L
(ii) other " aiduil M. T n g
hpprovals feor improvement ofi-
{i]l uwnerfm::upied property i, i "o
(1) other " p Il &1 ) LU
Fo. of dwel.ings provided or iaproved ++¢ 222 »u-
hmount of grants paid sl ST WD e Tl e
T FACTORIES, OFFICES, SEHOFS, EIC.
OFFICES, SHCHS AT RATLWAY PRENTSES ACT 1363.

under the provisions of this Act:

Il
15

£ T,766

76

41
3l
32
£ 19,257

10

16
3,368

47

58
£40,579

There are few large estoblishments in this District which come

the majority are small businesses with

from two to six smployees which do not present any great difficulties in

adginistration.

(ne large firm in the warehouse class, who package and

despatch components and carry out their own paintenance, is the source of

most of our accldents.

These, 80 far, have been of @ minor nature and

coused by carelescuess of the employee rether than the fault of the employer.

of the employer obtained where appropriate.

All aceidents, however ninor, are investigated and the co-operation

We have always impressed oh our

ghopkeepers the dangers of food-slicing machinery and of their obligations

mdaer the Act.

machines wers distributed to 2ll users, and their reception was very
favourable, the general reaction being. "..we can always learn something new

about these pachinea..".

no acoidents frem slicing machines reported to ua.

made to the compeny. Some improvements were made, but only fume-free
elactric trucka' are really satisfactory indoors.

Copies of the handbook on the safe use of food-slicing

Since the Aot hes boen in operstion, we have had

Perhaps the most serious ccourrence during the year was the use of
sacky, badly meintained, diesel fork-lift trucks operating in the enclosed

gpace of a storage depot which had no through ventilation.
wos extrenely uncomfortable and unhealthy, and urgent represantotions were

thot ths ugse of these sannot be insisted upon.
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(a) Registraticns and Inspections.

Ho.of premises Total no.of fio.of registered
registered registered premises receiv-
Clags of Premises during the year | premises at -ing general
end of year inspections
during the year

Offices 1 31 o |
Retail shops 1 65 1
Wholesale shops and

warehouses 1 5 1l

Catering establishments
open t0 the publie,

© canteens 1 ; 19 1
Fuel storage depote i - | 3 -
Totalss: & 123 : i 4

The total rumber of visits of all kinds by Public Health Inspectors
to registered premises during 1971 was twonly-two.

(v) Analysis of Persons employed in Registered Premises by Workplace.

Clasa of ‘lorkplace: No, of persons employeds:

Offices 229
Retail. shopa ' a 220
Tholesale departments, warehouses 117
tering establishments open to the publie 94
Carteens 3
Fusl storage depobts 15
Total: 678

Total Maless l 296

Totel Fenalea: jaz2

(e) Exempticns.

Part I Ei'.'ﬁ-@ﬂ' (SEQ-t'im'-l 5{2}} Gew  mem @es HEF  mss  Ars  kasm Ril
n IT: T$ﬂl-:ﬂ!ﬂtu‘_rﬂ (&ﬂtiﬁn E} Y §aa e ana aaw wa Hil
W TII: Sanitary conveniences (Section 9) dde s 0LSRUTDY ses REL
W IV: Tashing facilities (Seotion 10) +.u wee 4er sus .. Hil



{4} Contraventicns.

Found: Remadied:
Bec. 434 Cleanliness - =
i B rrererowding - -
i : Tenpexature = =
i ¢  Ventilation - -
i B: Lighting
& ¢ Banitery conveniences =
" 10: TWashing facilities - =
# 11z Supply of drinking water = =
"o 12: bAecommodation for c¢lothing - -
" 13: Sitting facilities - -
" 14: Seats for sedentary workers = =
- 15: Eating facilities = =
" 16: Floors, passages, stairs - -
" 17: Fencing exposed parts of wachinery -
W 18:; FProtection of young persons from
dangerous mashinery = =
"  19: Training of young persons working
at dangerous nachinexy - -
" 23: Prohibition of heavy work - -
" 24: Pirst aid - general provisions 3 3
Information for Employees Regulations 1965 5 £
Tutals: 3 3

Wo. of prosecuticns: Nil.

(e) sStaff.

Ko. of Ynspectcors appointed under Sez,52(1) or (5) of the fot ... 4

Ho. of other staff enployed for most of their tinme on work in
comnection with the Aet ... HNil

PACIORTES AT 1561

There are eighty-siz registered factories in this District, six of
which are on Crowm property and are controlled entirzely by the Factories
Inspectorate.

(2) Begistrations and Inspections.

Yo.on Ho. of 1=

Register{ Inspec- | Written |[Occupiers
' -tions: | Notices:|Prosaccted

Prenisss:

(1) Factories in whieh Sections
1,2,3,4 and & are eaforced
by looal enthority - - o =

(2) Pactories not included in (1)
in which Section T ia 6
eiforced by loeal aathority BO 17 - -

(3} Cther premises in which
Szction 7 is enforced by
local authority (excluding
outworkers' premises) 5 - - -

Totals: B85 17 - -

#* Tnopoctions of factories which are also food prenises (e.g.bakehouses and

poultry packing stations) are not recordsd here, as the meintenance c_u.t"
ganitary accommodation is checked during inspections under the Feood Hygiens

Regulations, s



El.

E2.

(b) Nusber of Cases in which Defeots were found,

lio defects were found and none was reported to us by the Factories
Inspectorate,

{c] Cutworkers.

No notifications were received during the year from other
suthorities of outwnrkers resident in this district. L considersble amount
of iubber trimming is carried out at home but registraticn of this is not
requirved under the Factories Acts.

E- RUIEHT Gw-ﬁm-!:

e

ROTENT IESTHEUCTION D CONTROL, COLERNE.

& wery worthwnile exercise wms carried out from November 1970 to
early February of this year in conjunction with the Pest Control Idvieion
of the Ministiy of Agrioulture, Fisheries and Food. The Minis%ry had
suggested & block treatment of a whole parish - in this case the parish of
Colarne - and asked for our co-operatior in treating part of the area.

It was arranged that the Minigtry would deal with eighteen farms,
while the Counecil's Rodent Officer would survey and treat the rest of the
parisgh, which included four farms, all of the sewage disposal works, Council
estates, the Thickwood caravan site, and any other places requiring
investigation.

At the conclusion it was evident from the records and sample checks
that at least 80% of the rats had been killed and careful inspection showed
that elewven of the farms, including ell four treated by the Council's HRodent
Operator, were completely cleared; only slight infestations were noted on the
remaining farms.

Tith extra effort and expenditure it would hewe been possible to
reduce infestations below this level, The object of the exercise was to
show that rats can be controlled by block treatments on & large scale such as
this and the treatments themselvzs were designed to show how farmers may do
this work with their own labour at o mindoum cost and under the owverall
control of the Ministry of Locol Authority Rodent Officer.

PREVENTION OF DAMAGE BY PESTS ACT 1949.

I set out below the details of an anmuel return sent to the Ministry
of Agriculture, Fisheries and Food. The figures referred to in paragraphs
2(a), 2(v), Bl:a:l- and 3{1}] represent the mumber of individual premises visited
in comnection with rodent infestation complaints, and do not include
subsaquent re-visita.
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F2,

F3.

B4,

(a) ZInspecticn cf Properties other than Sewers,

Type of Property:-
Hon- : Agrienltural
Agricultural
1: Ho. of properties in the Distriet 7,997 1,048
2 (a): Total no. of properties (including
naarby premises) inspected
following notification 345 41
(b):s No. infested bys- (i) Rats 131 37
(ii) Miee 65 9
3 (a): Total no. of properties inspected
on routine surveys. 279 89
(b)}: Xo. infested by:- (i) Rats &0 49
(ii) Mice 9 4

(b) BSewer Test-Baiting and Treatment.

11 sewerage systems were test-baited during the course of the
year but wvery little infestation of sewers was found. The only "takes"
were at Northleaze Caravan Site and Spguth Street, Corghan, and thege areag
received follow-up treatoent.

OTHER FESTS.,
In the suturn we had the first complaint of fleas for severzl years

and theee nroved to be ecat fleas. Flies, especially cluster flies, and bees
have alsc had to be dealt with, but wasps were particularly active this year.

F. MLSCELLANEOUS .

S L i PR b s o il

The twin 80,000 gallon installations at the motorway service
gtations at Leign Dilenere came into use at the emd of the year after all the
tonks and vipelines had been tested and the safety deviees checkad.

Thers are now 147 premises licensed for the stcrage of petroleun
in the Fural Dissrict.

HASTE FOODS) ORDER 1957.

One new licenca for a swill bediling plent was issued, making a
totel of =ix current at ithe end of the year. {11 plants nave been viaited
during 1971.

DISEASRS OF AWONDLS

ANTHAL BOARDTYZ BoTABLISIVRNTS ACT 1963.

fBever premises were licensed during 1971. ALl these have been
vigived and no contraventions of the Aot were found.

SCELY NETAL DEALERS ACT 1964.

e

There were nineteen registered scrap metal dealers in the District
at the end of 1971, one less than in 1970.

== =0000000===
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