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To the Chairman and Members of the
Calne and Chippenham Rural District Council:

Mr.Chairman, Ladies and Gentlemen,

I have pleasure in presenting my Annual Report for the year 1970,

The vital statistics for the year remain favourable. The
infant mortality rate and the perinstal mortality rate were once again well
below the rates for England and Woles.

The mnin interest in the public health field at the moment is in
what plans the government huve for the detailed re-organisation of the
HNational Health Service. Publiec health doctors will no longer be employed
by local authorities, although these authorities will still control all the
factors vital for positive health - pood housing, ¢lean air, a safe water
supply, hypienic food - free from contaminotion and adulteration- and proper
disposal of sewnge nnd cther wastes. Good mental health also requires a
pleasant planned environment, freedom from excessive noise ond plenty of
opportunity for recreations and sports. /A1l these factors will remain
largely under the control of lceal autherities,

The Secretory of State for Scciml Services, in his Consultative
Document on Waticnal Heanlth Service Re-Organisation, stated "...It will be
necessary to ensure that loecsl suthorities continue to hove the medical
advice they need for the effective discharpge of their functions in education,
the personal social services, and the environmental health services..." and
he has set up a Working Party to study how this can be implemented in
practice. A memorandum agreed by all the district medical officers of
heelth in Wiltshire hos been sent to this working Party for consideration.

The moin aim of this memorandum is to urme that after local
government re-organisation, each new DNistrict Counc.l should have locally a
'community physician', whose work would be based on their geographical arez,
to whom they could turn to for advice. We do not want all medical advice
for district councils to be centralised at County Hall, Trowbridge.

Another fear is that public health doctors will be based on
district hospitols in future, and the medical thinking in hospitals is so
disease—orientated thot eventuslly most public he-1th minded doctors would
dsappear. This fear is based on parapraph 7 of the Secretary of State's
Consultative Document, which states "...Zach area health autherity will also
be responsible for the management of the inteprated health services in the
varicus parts of its area ('districts') served by separate “istrict general
hospitels and the community health service assceiated with them,..". The
digtrict general hospltal does not meon a local general practitioner hospital
like the one in Chippenham, but a hospital providing major surpgery and
accident facilitiss. In this area the people are served by the district
general hospitals in Bath, which, after re-organisation, will be in a
different area he:slth autherity te ours in Wiltshire.

I should like to thank the Council and its Officers for their help
and interest during the year.

I have the honour to be,
Tour obedisnt Jarvant,
J. R. WRAT,

Medical Officer of Health.
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REPORT of the MEDICAL HEALTH

OFFICER OF

1. GENERAL STATISTICS.
e

.‘.I‘EQ (in EI.EEEE:F Fn PR o TR ) o W - e L
Population (Registrar-Ceneral's estimate) ... ... ...

Number of domestic premises (Valuation Roll),
J.'Iﬂﬂt 313t Hﬁrﬁh 19?0 LN LR LR L - & L

NHumber of Council dwellings, as at 3lst December 1970

Humber of applicants for Council dwellings,
&Eﬁ.t IﬁlEt D'E'Qemh'&l‘ 19?":' LR LR - m @ - @ E L

Reteable value, as at lat April 1970 ... soe sas  sus

Estimated product of Penny Rate, as at lst April 1970

2 VITAL STATISTICS.

BIRTH /ND DEATH RATES.

Birth and Death Rates compared with other Areas.
(Births nnd Deaths per 1000 population, Btundur@é&ed'ﬁ

Birth Ente:
1%69 1970
Calne ond Chippenham Rural District  18.9 18.7
OO R P R M I 17.2
Enpland and Wales e S | 16.0

o 85,388
* ®# 32169{]
L] al%g
LR E.lD-E
e 368
LR £ 1.015|m‘0
e 9,800
Death Hate:
1969 1970
10,2 104
10.7 10.7
11.9 11.7

*Comparability figures are supplied to each District

by the Registrar-Gensral.

These take into account

the varying age/sex distribution of the population

in different parts of the country.

When applied

to the local rates, they allow o more accurate

comparison to be made between different areas.

LIVE BIRTHS.
Mole: Fomale: Totals:
T T i R e 288 228 516
Illegitimate I e 15 15 30
Totals: 303 243 Sk6



2e. STILL BIRTHS AND PERINATAL MORTALITY.

Six still births were notified during 1970, an increase of two
from the total notified during 1969. The rate per 1000 total live and
still births is elewven. The rate for England and Wales, as given by the
Repistrar-Genersl, is thirteen.

Perinatsl mortality means still births and deaths under one week
of age. The rate for the district was fourteen per 1000 total births
(live and still), whereas for England and Wales it was twenty-three.

2d, INFANT MORTALITY.

Undal Ghe FeAT .sw  ses anE sas  mas 1 L S
Under four weeks P 1 1 2
Underr one Waek ..o sos sds was  ans 1 1 2
Infant Mortality Rate for the District: 9 per 1000 live births.
Comparative Rate for England and Wales: 18 per 1000 live births.

2a. DEATHS: ANALYSIS OF CAUSES OF DEATH.

Male: Female: Totals:

Malignant neoplasm, cesophagus ... +.s 4 2 6
Malignant neoplasm, stomach ses  mas L3 3 7
Malignant neoplasm, intestine ... s.s 5 2 7
Malignant neoplasm, lung, bronchus ... 18 b 22
Malipnant necplasm, breast T = 2 &
Malignant neoplasm, uterus sacel ke - 1 1
Malignant neoplasm, prostaté ... .. 3 ) >
Leukaemia ... e aaw e e - 1 1 2
Other malipnant neoplasms .cee e sos 19 6 16
Benign and unspecified ncoplasms sas - 1 1
DMzbetes mellitus S i s S Tt 1 2 >
Other endocrine etc. HMS0aSeE ... sas 1 2 3
Other disesses of nervous system i 1l 1 2
Chromic rheumatic heart dsease - = 1 1
Hypertensive disease see sve  ssa  sss 1 X 2
Ischaemic heart ddsease v ane  asa 36 20 56
Other forms of hoart disease s e 7 9 16
Cerebrovascular disemse ... ese sos 20 18 38
Other diseases of circulatory system... 9 6 15
TpFINADER sra. asi aes —mse e S 1 i | 2
Pneuﬂmﬂiﬂ. =uu - - - aw e @ g 11 Eﬂ
Bronchitis and emphysema ... se: 222 8 2 10
Eﬂt—m LN LU LN oo LI LR 1 = 1
Other diseases of respiratory &ystem... 1 - 1
Peptic ulcer i an I 1 - n3
Intestinal obstruction and hernia ahkg 1 - 1
Other diseases of dipestive system ... - i 1
Nephritis and nephrosis ... «.s sss - 1 1
Hyparplasia of prostate ... ses  ss: i = 1
Other diseases, genito-urinary system - 3 3
Meeases of musceulo=skelatnl system ... - 1 1
Conpgenitel anomalie8 ... sss  ess  ses - E: 3
Birth injury, difficult labour, ete. ... 1 - 1
Motor vehicle accidents sue  ese  see 2 - 2
All other accldents ..s sss  ses  wns 5 L 9
A1l other external cCauses ... ses sos = 1 1

Totals: 152 110 262



DEATHS: BY (GE GROUPS.

Under 4 wesks:

Gﬂngﬁlﬁ.t&l -ﬂ.ﬂﬂ‘m&li&ﬂ ® = CRC ] ERR
Birth injury, difficult labour ete

4 wecks and under 1 year:

Conpenital anomolies ssa  sss  sas
i1l other accidents .se . sss  s0s

1 - 4 years:

11 other external cAUSES ... sss

5 = 14 yenrs:

All other accidehibs .vs  sse  sus

15 - 24 years:

Leukaemia ... - P s & w
Motor wehicle accidents s
41l other accident® ... ses  sas

25-3% years:

Other diseascs of nervous system

EZ‘,M' years:

Malipgnant neoplasm, intestine ...
Ischoemic heart disease i
:{Ethm‘a - = & o & -

L5 - ears:

Molignant neoplasm, stomach e
Malignant neoplasm, lung, bronchus
Other malignant necplasms ... ~ swe
Diabetes mellitus Siphed o S s
Other endocrine ebc. discnses ...
Ischaemic heart diseose e
Bronchitis. and emphysema ... ‘aes
Nephritizs and nephrosis s

55 - 64 years:

Molignomt necoplasm, cesorhagls ...
Malignant neoplosm, stomach ai
Mallgnant neoplasm, lung, bronchus
Melipnont neoplasm, breast v
Molignant neoplasm, uterus ses
Other malignont necploSms ... wes
Benign and unspecified neoplasms
Chronic rheumatic heart ddsease
Hypoertensive disesse ... ses  ses
Ischaemic heart disease
Cerebrovascular disease st mes
Pneumorda ... - e w ) e
Bronchitis and emphysema ... ese

LR

"

& &

L)

BEE

L

Diseases of musculo-skeletal system ...

Males: Females: Total:

- 1

AL -
1 1 2
- E
- 1l
- 3 3
= 1l
l -
1 - 1
1 -
2 -
F -
b - L
1 =
1 - 1
2 1l
2 -
1 -
5 = F (3
1 il
1 1
1 1
1 1
- T,
L e
= 1
= 1
-] 7 15
3 =
1 =
8 2
= 1
- 1
2 3
= 1
= 1l
1 -
i 2
3 2
- 2
L =
= 1

29 16 L]
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Males: Females: Total:

65 = 74 years:

Malimant neoplasm, stomach waa wes 1 1
Malignant neoplosm, intestime .s.v  ses e 1
Malignant neoplasm, lung, bronchus ... 2] 1
Malignant neoplasm, breast PRIt (ahaid = 1
Malipgnant neoplasm, prostate ... s.e 1 =]
Eaulemmmd e T ek e i e - 1
Other malignant neoplasms ... ... s L =
IHabetes mellitus e e N T - 1
Other diseases of nervous system o - 1
Hypertensive iSeBBE ... wer  wss  wse - 1
Ischonemic heart disease AT AR ATt AT 1 &
Other forms of heart disease ..y  .as - 1
Cerebrovascular di8ease  .ee  sss  sue 3 b
Other diseascs of circulatory system... L 3
INTYUGHER  avs —wow- sas o3 s6s  Sae - 1
PIAEBOHIA  sea. wke aww cwwew Cese s L 2
EBrenchitis and emphySema ... ses sas = -
Other diseases of respiratory system... 1 =
Other diseases of 2ipestive system ... = 1
Other diseases, genito-urinary system - 2

39 26 65

75 years and over:

Malignant neoplasm, ocescphamis ... see 1 2
Malignant necplasm, stomach Tt AR 1 1
Malimant neoplasm, intestine ... ... 1 -
Mzlignant neoplosm, lung, bronchus ... 1 -
Malignant neoplasm, prostate ... «ws 2 -
Other malipgnant necpladm8 .. «os  ses b 2
Other endocrine etc. discases ... sue 1 i
Ischnamic heart diSeABRE .uv  ses  ses 1% 14
Other forms of heart disease .., ... 5 8
Cerebrovascular disesse .ee sss aee 18 12
Other disessecs of circulatory system... s 3
TafMueRell see  Tei wee  mmis eaw  opee 1 =
Pagimoidd i | sie e haaet tesi  Sas [ bl
Bronchitis and emphysema ... «.: aea = p
Peptic ulcer siain e R R e 1 =
Intestinal otstruction and hernia ... 1 -
Hyperplasia of prostate ... ... ... 2 =
Other discases, genito-urinary system - 1
711l other aceidents " oo A ew 3‘ 3’

Al 55 119

Nearly half the deaths (more accurately, five-elevenths) were
in persons aged over 75 years, and about three-quarters of the deaths weras
in persons aged over 65.

There was o drop in the number of deaths from ischaemic (coronary)
heart disense, from 70 in 1969 to 56 in 1970. There was a correspo
increase in the number of deaths from cerebrovascular disease ('strokes'),
from 23 in 1969 to 38 im 1970, Generally speaking, strokes affect an
older age group.

There was an increase in denths from lung coancer from 11 to 22.
Thizs is now by far the commonest form of cancer death in the district.
In 1951, when the total population of the district was 38,450 - higher than
it is today, there were only 4 deaths from lung cancer, although there were
7 deaths from cancer of the stomach. A new report by the Royal College of
Physicians entitled "Smoking ond Health Now', gives clear evidence that
cigarette smoking increases deaths from lung cancer, coronary heart disease
and chronic bronchitis. From their studies over the years on people who
have given up smcking, they ore able to estimate that if everyone gave up
smokding, the number of deaths from lung cancer would fall to one-tenth of
its present rate. For the individual who gives up smoking there is a
decreasing risk of dying from lung cancer for every year that passes. The
risk wns found to be halved in persons who had stopped for between one and
five yenrs, and in those who had stopped for fifteen years the risk becomes

T
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(continued)

———

almost negligible (in sctual fact, 0«2 deaths per 1000, which compares with
0.1 demths per 1000 for life-long non-smckers), These hopeful figures
apply oven if a person has smoked for twenty years or more.

There is clear evidence thot the more the number of ciparettes
you smoke per day, the greater the risk of dying from lung cancer.
Fipures for the United Kinpdom show that someone who smokss 30 or more a
day has a risk thirty times that of a non-smoker, 20 a day, twenty times the
risk, and 10 a day about eight times the risk. Studies from /imerica and
Canadn show a lower risk, and it is suggested that the higher British rate
may be due to the British hnbit of smoking cigarettes to a shorter stub
length than the Americans, and to the greater exposure of the British to air
polluted by domestic and industrinl smoke.

If you are not yet ready to give up your addiction to smoking,
then I advise you to use filter oigarettes and stub them out when they have
burnt halfway down; in your ashtray you should see white stubs at least as
long as the brown filter tip. This extra woste of money will well repay
you in later years by far better health. If you chonge to cigor or pipe
smoking only, this further reduces the risk.

Wiltshire County Counecil is willing to orgonise special clinics
to help smokers to give up the habit entirely. If enough pecple write to
the Beolth Department, County Hall, Trowbridge, they will arrange a ¢linic.

Deaths due to motor vehicle nccidents decreased during the year to
two, compared with eight for 1969, Both were in the age—group 15-24 years.
Other fatal accidents, mostly home aceidents, increased from six to nine.
Six of these were in people aged over 75. In this age group the commonest
accident is o fall leading to a broken leg. In view of tha excellent
progress the lceident Prevention Committec has made in redueing road
accidents, I have advised them to inerease their publieity on the prevention
of home accidents,

3. INFRCTIONE /ND NOTIFLABLE DISEASE.

The following table gives detnils of coses of notifiable discase
during the pnst four years:-

067, ; 1968 i 1969 | 1990
(a) (b) :(a) (b) : (a) (o)  (a) (b)
Tuberculosis 14 14 2 2 L b - 7 7
Scarlet Fever & 4 B 2 L b : & &
Whooping Cough 14 10 5 5 - =15 -10 10
I]g;;ﬂgs 350 350 % 45 138 138 1129 129
entery Lz i I s £
Cerebro-Spinal Fever = RE EE 3& ? 'f I 3
Salmonella Infections 8 8 5 o 1 1 2 2
Food Poisoning 3 3 2 = 4 5 =
Infective Hepatitias _ = [ i
Ophthalmia Neonatorum - - = - f 3'.5 3? Ei Ef
Totals: 431 425 © 93 91 195 189 (178 178
(a) = Humbers originally notified.
(b} = Final numbers, after correction.

He cose of poliomyelitis has been reported since 1957, and no
cose of diphtheris sinece 1950, Thie shows the volue of immunisation.
Typhoid hns not been reported locally for very many years, but nearly every

yeor now we ore notified of people who have been in contact with typhoid
when on haliday abroad.

=8-



3s (a) Tuberculosis.
(continued)
Seven cases were notified during the year. Following

representations by this Council last year to the South-Western Tegional
Hospital Beard, asking that there shoul? be no reluction in the present
moss radiography service, the Administrotive Officer wrote back to
state that there was no intention to alter the service as it now exists,
without prior consultation with all interested organisations within the
region.

{b) Whooping Cough.

Ten cases were notified. filthough it is still possible for
a ¢hild to get this disease after being immunised ngainst it, the attack
is always mild.

(c) Measles.

Mensles immunisation is now offered by the County Council to
2ll children in their second year of life. It is hoped evantually to
eliminate this disecase, which can give rise to fatal complications.

(a) Dysentery.,

Only two isolated cases were confirmed during the year.

{a) Cerebro=Spinal Fever.

inother nome for this disease is Meningococeal Meningitis.
One case, in a child, was notified.

{f) Salmonells Infections.

Twe isolated cases wers reported. One mon picked up the
infection whan nbrond,

(g) Ophthalmie Neonatorum.

This is the name given to the eye disease which newborn babies
get when infected with the gonococcus. One cose was reported. During
the yeor posters giving information about vencreal diseose ¢clinics wersa
put up in public conveniences and on earaovan sites,

(h) Infoctive Hepatitis.

I have given information about this disease in previcus Anmual
Reports. In 1970, twenty-two cnses were notified, so far this year only
eight coses have been notified, so it locks as if the cutbreak is coming
to on end og everyone in the community gains naturnl immunity. (Host
people fipht off the effeet of the virus and enly feel “off-coleour™ for
n fow days.

(i) Iiver Fluke Dseoase.

One of the duties of a Medieal Officer of Health is "to inform
himself as far as practicable respecting all matters affecting or likely
to nffect the public health in the distriect". During the y.ar an
article was published in the British Medicol Journal reporting forty-four
cases of liver fluke in persons who had eaten wild watercress in the
Forest of Dean nrez. is T could find nothing in medical literature
about prevention of this disense, I studied the matter and contributed an
article to the weckly journal "Medical Officer". I have included this
as nn Appendix to my report.

From my survey of the district I deecided that there was no
action that I need advise the Council to take at the present time. The
watercress at Calstone is now fenced ing the watercress at Box appoars
perfectly safe. There were two places where the public were unlikely to
ge but I warned the landowners of the risk to themselves. There are
other small amounts in isolated areas which do not warrant warning notices.

B



3.
(continued)

9

I am perscnally arcainet the use of chemicals, but included the subject
in my article for the sake of completing the methods of control
available. It may be of interest that in an adjeining rural district
I have hnd twe warning nctice boards erected becsuse the watercress in
those areas was regularly picked by the public.

(j) Imeunisation.

A new immunisation campaipn was started during the year to
protect all girls at seccnlary school against Rubella (sometimes called
‘Germen Meosles"). This is o mild disease, but if contracted during
the early months of pregnancy can cdamage the foetus so that if the ehild
is born alive it is found to have congenital effects such as deafness,
blindness, or a deformed heart. When it is known that the mother hns
been in contact with Bubella in pregnancy she can be given a protective
serum. Howaver, it may not alwoys be known that she has gcontracted the
Ygense, 50 it is far safer to give lonp-lasting protection in adolesconce.

I am indebted to Dr.C.D.L.Lycett, the County Medical Officer of
Health, for the following immunisation statistics for the Fural District
during 1970:i=

: Children born in years:=- : i
11970 11969 {1068 {1967 ;1966 | 1961 1955 Others|
: i i bo i to i under
. {1965 ! 1960 5 16 |
Primary Impunisations i |
completed during 1970: : |
: | : i
[iphtheria | : ’
. = i 15‘5‘ 1?{} 5’ i "I'! J'I' 10 - - L |
Whooping Cough | 182 166 5 | 2 T A
z:::::: | 183 En i 5 & B 1 2
: s 1 178 : 65 : 42 @ 48 hl: =
S 1185 (367 | gude @i A =1 - |
Reinforeins Tmmunisations |
Fven in 1970: i | 1
Diphtheria 1 gk fape | 23 lno2 fise iom i o= |
hooping Cough = {145 d3 i 12N L
Tetanus 1 i 9% 1180 ! 25 i104 ;188 : 8B 1
Poliomyelitis - i 89 (165 ! 1% ; 95 (171 ; 11 1
Months: ¥Yeors:
0-3 {3-6 i6-9 |9-127 1 ia2-h [5-15
- : : :
Smallpox Vaccinations i 5 1§ 1: 6 ;28 ;: 24| 6
Smallpox He=Vaccinations . 1 43

4. EOSPITAL STATISTICS.

I am grateful to the Mid-Wilts Hospital Hanagement Committee
for the following statisties for local hospitals during 1970:-
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BEDS .

Number of beds Pooage f TEp T AN
Average daily number of beds cccupied: 20,18! 19.23° 14.1 | 151.28
Average duration of stay in daye: : = ; :

Acute L cFBallil (S e e
Maternity ek - 6.73: -
Highest daily occupation during year | 31 | 23 . 24 : 156
Lowest daily occupation during year | T eriatadds i 4. o) 4433
Total patient days for year | 7364 1 7020 : 5147 35217
IN-PATIENTS.
Total admissions o765 o249 | 69 1 134
Total discharges (including deaths) | 765 | 242 . 765 | 145
Deaths T 65 P o= - i 102
MATERNITY '
Cots in maternity hospitals and
departments - - ar -
Liwve births = - 60 =
Still births - - = =
Neonatal deaths - i - e
Maternal deaths - - - i £
Humber of infants wholly breast-fed :
on discharge - - i A7 -
Patient days for year of infents in ¢
maternity wards or departments ! = = 14165 -
QPERATIONS ;
iinc-ludiﬁ wt-—Eatients!. i
Major e - - -
Intermediate 20 - 24 £ -
Minor . 1207 4 426 -
TOTAL | 1228 4 450 -
A-RAY .
New out-patients i 2756 - -
Attendances: Out-patients i 4298 = - B
In-patients i - - -
PHIS LOTHERAFY .
Individual Treatment: i _.
New out-patients | A3BY el - -
Wew in-patients G- M 2 64
Attendances: Out-patients : 11679 - - =
In-patients : 45 ¢ 517 & 1037
Group Exercisest
New out-patients i 609 = 129 -
Hew in-patients i - - 513 -
Attendancest Out-patients : 4963 = 671 "
In-patients : - - 625 -




4.(continued)

sk gt 1
: 6@ Ly i) &
> AN i ¥
el % £ e
AVERACE DATILY NULEBER OF (CCUPIED BEDS. i
General Medicine. - 56T 3 = -
Infeetious Disecases - 2.82 § - : -
Chest Discases - 0,01 | - : -
Chronic Sick = .4 10,73 i = i 151,28
General Surgery 3.60 : = | = B S
Bar, Nose and Throat - i o= i - -
Tongils and fAdencids - = - -
Tran. and Orthopasdic 1.06 : - & P -
Gynaccology 3.08 : - - S
General Practice Undits: i
Meternity - ! - 14.1 E -
Other Medical 12,32 = - - i -
Dental 0.03 : - - P -
Private beds: Es.lg T - i -
51-2 D‘{E — ; . [ —
TOTALS : 20,18 | 19.23: 14.1 i 151,28
CHIFFEHH.AI! GREEIWAYS CORSHA:Z
OUT-PATIENT AHALYSIS: t CLINICS
. 0 : o o
s . Sl =i R Y . B
-+ m: " 4= I = 42 0o E
: S8 3l 58 g5 &ig
dles B A BB g B
T g | e
= -lqj - EF -E = ‘F g -
2 22| & R 2 & Hi2
Genersl Medicine 80i322 23| =i = =| = = [ =
Paediatrics 321134 9| ~i = =| =i =} =
Chest Diseases 219923 : 53| =i =i =} = = | =
Dermatology 104:193 13| =: = I =i =i -
Heurology = i & - =i -
Cardiology il e TR Gl B B
General Surgery 283610 46| =i = =i =i ==
Ear, Nose and Throat 235:885 52| =i = =[17: 40 :11
Trou. and Orthoposdic 178:443: 33| =f = =1 =i =i =
Ophthalmology 201:622: 58| =i =, = 42161 {14
Radictherapy shammiteal =iy Sibomil o=l s foa
Gynascology 107:i221 ; 11 = =l @i ala
Mzutal illness 25i038 49 -f - = =i =i -
Pathology EEs s S e
Radiclogy TOiI105: 50| -f =i =| =i ==
TOTAL CONSULTANTS' CLINICS: 15345396 397| -: - - 60205 .27
CASUALTY DEPARTMENT: 4217846 =| -f -1 - =i - 1.
G.Fs ANTE-NATAL CLINICS: - - =|7473248309 =i = | =
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B WATER SUPPLIES.
e e

I am indebted to the Engincer to the North Wilts Water Board for a
comprehensive report on water supplics, much of which has been ineluded in the
attached roport of the Chisf Publie Hemlth Inspactor.

I think it is worth reporting that during the year the Water Board
managed to hear that a loeal landownmer was proposing to allow his lond to be
used for a Pop Festival. This land was very near two of the Water Beard's
sources (springs). I could well imagine that if hundreds of thousands of pop
fans turned up, at least one of them might well be o typhoid carrier, and however
good the temporary toilet arranpgements, it woul? be impossible to supervise that
they were universally used. So I telephoned the orpgoniser in London, and the
landowner, an? threatencd action under the Water lets. I am plad to say they
decided to transfer the Festival elsewhere.

6 SEWERIGE fND SIWAGE DISPOSIL.

I am grateful for the following information from Mr.W.langley=Jones,
Engineer and Surveyor:-

Stanton Sewernpge Schema.

Work stnrted on this scheme early in the year and it is important that
the main sewer and pumping main from the Leigh Delamere Serwvice .rea to Sutton
Benger is complete ot the time of the openinp of the motorway on the 15th June.
This date should be achievel and during the next twelve months the works at
Sutton Bonger will be doubled in capacity an? sewers constructed toc serve the two
Stanton villapges.

Burton Sewerage Scheme.

The replacemeént of the old village drock with separate sewers within
the extent of the road improvement scheme has now been completed. The Public
Heolth Committee have authorised further sower extensions and the construction of
a Package-Type .Jeration Plant as a temporary measure at the eastern end of the
villape. This further work should be completed during the present financial
year and will provide main drainage for the willage of Burton.

Sputh-Enstern Sewernge Scheme.

This scheme was delayed for twelve months because of the urgency of
completin: the Stanton scheme, A loecal informal engquiry will be held on the
11th June 1971, and if the Minister will pgive loan sanction a start con be made
on this scheme during the present finoncial year.

Refuse Disposal: Fronosed Tip at Leigh Delamere.

The River Board and the YWater Board are now satisfied with the
precoutions which will be taken to prevent the possible pollution of water
surplizs and they have withdrawn their cbjecticns. Flanning approval i=s eXpecta
shortly and, subject to the conclusion of satisfoctory negotiations with the owner
controlled tipping of erude refuse can be undertaken at the site in the autumn.

Ta HOUSING.

The excellent .nnunl Report of the work of the Housing Department has
already piven a full picture of the progress in Council housing, so I would like
to comment on the first-class progress that has been made during the year on the
improvement to privote cottapes throughout the distriet, made possible by the
incrensed grants available to cwners. This modernisation of old cottages not
only preserves the beauty of the cocuntryside, but means a real increase in the
standard of living for many country dwellers.

- ===0000000 ====
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APFENDIX,

There follows my article which was published in the weekly
medieal journal "Medieal Officer" (now nemed "Community Medicine") on
the 7th May 1971.

FREVENTION OF HUMaN FASCIOLIASIS.

This paper suggests some practical ways to prevent the cccurrence
of human fasciclissis frow eating infested wild watercross.

Aahton et al. (1970) reported five coses of human fasciolinsis in
Shropshire, and Harman et al. (1970) reported forty-four cases in
Monmouthehire/Gloucestershire. In both outbreanks the infestaticn was
troced to wild watercress. In previous yeors coses have been reported
from Hampshire, Kent and Scotland.

Cultivoted watercress can be protected gquite easily if the
recommendations of the Working Party of the Public Health Laboratory Service
on the Hygienic Production of Watercress (1966) are implemented. The main
barriers to the contamination of cultivated watercress bede are:-

{2) properly-constructed beds;
{b) an adequate and uncontaminated water supply; and

{c) prevention, by means of adeguate fencing, of access
of cattle and sheep to the beds.

However, I should like to warn Medical Officers of llualth to check
that these mensures are being carried out because the latest edition (1953)
of the Ministry of Apriculturc bocklet on "Watercress Growing' dees not
mention the danger of liver fluke anywhere in its thirty-five pages.

Wild watercress is, in many aress, impossible to protect from
infestotion; but even so there are measures that can be taken to protoect tha
public. Before discussing these, it is necessary to consider some focts
about the parmsite and the ecology of the intermedinte host.

Fasciola hepaticn wos named by Linnaeus in 1758. It is a trematode
which is o poresite of cattlez, sheep and rabbits and has o world-wide
distribution. The infected onimal posses the egg in its foeces; this
develops into a miracidium, which must find the intermediate host, the
freshwater snail, Lymnaea truncatula, for the life cycle to continue.

The miracidium can travel up to two yards in moist conditions.
In the snail it develcps over a period of sbout two months and emerges in
the form of free-living cercarime, which travel ento grass or waterside
plants, where they encyst, surrounding themselves with a tough, protective
eoat. If caten by a mamwalian host, the immature fluke migrates through
the intestinol wall to the liver. After growing in the liver tissue for
some 8ix weeks, it settles in the biliary possages where four weeks later
it becomas mature. The adult fluke can lay 20,000 epgs o day and a severely
infected animal can contaminate the ground with up to 6,000,000 egps a day.

The spail Lymmaen truncatula is about B-inch long, and only
multiplies in moist conditions. Mozley (1957) lists arens in which it is
common a8 hoof prints near drinkdng ploces, on the banks of streams, near
springs, and along the eourse of seepnpges, also rondside ditches and any
shallow depression in a pasturs that is badly droined.



Appendix (continued)

The smail is not usually found in ¢lear running water, and
watercress in these creas is likely to be safe. However, I have found
from my surveys that wild watercress sprends from the centre of the streams
tc cover marshy areas near the banks. and I have found the snmil in cattle
hoof prints with watercress growing right slongside. It is these areas,
where the hnbitat of the snail and the marginal habitat of the watercres=s
overlap, that are potentially danperous if cattle and sheep are present.

I am groteful to Dr.C.B.Ollerenshaw, Central Veterinary Labocratory,
Weybridpge, (personal communication) for the following information:

The pgreatest donper of infection is in sutumn and winter. Fluke
egrs hatching in June develcp in the snail during July and Jugust and the
cercarine emerpe cnto the herbage in September and October. In oceasional
years there is a danger of infection of herbage in early summer from snails
infected in late summer and autumn of the previous yeor. There is no
development of fluke egps or of the infection and emergence of the parasite
from the snail in temperatures below 109C (50°F). This meons that the fluke
ig "active' from May to October. Moisture is important to all stapes of the
parasite as well as to the snail and, since moisture conditions wary
enormously in habitats and are largely dependent on roinfall, it follews that
one tends to get o high ineidence of disease in wet summers, and vice versa.

Once herbape (or watercress) is infected with the metncercariae,
then the infection persists for several months in winter (80% of metacercariae
encysting in September will still be alive at the end of December) and several
wecks in summer. — Viable metacercarine on herbage have been recorded over a
reriod of fifty-one weelks., There is no truth in any country lore that there
are certain periods when it is safe to eat watercrass. although it would be
much so’er to eat it in May, June, July, rather than in the autumn and
aarly winter. Some formers believe that frost ldlle off the metacercariae
on herbage, but there is no truth in this. Temperature governs the
development and emerpgence of the parasite from the snail, but once the herbapge
is infected then temperaturc has little immediate effect on viobility.

Whilst washing of watercress will undoubtedly wash a few cysts off
the herbapge, it will not wash them all off. A staondard technique when
estimnting, the degree of herbage infection is to detach the cysts by washing
the herbame in a liguidizer, This is very vigorous asgitation and doas not
lecave watorcress in an acceptable condition for eanting. The cyst wall is
very resistant; metacercarise in eysts will survive immersion in formalin
for some little time and Dr.0llerenshaw doubts whether there is any prospect
of eliminnting cysts once the watercress is infected,

Blamire et al. (1970) report thot fascioliasis is the most common
disease in cattle found at meat inspection. They state that over 700,000
bovine livers a year, worth over £1,000,000, are condemned in British
sloughterhouses, and that the incidence is tending to rise. Fipures from o
local slaughterhouse for 1969 showed that 27% of cattle were infested with
fascicliasis,

Since sheep die more readily of the diseose than cattle, farmers
tend to dose their sheep more frequently to try and control the disense.
In cattle it is o milder disease, and moy not be detected until slaughter -
at which time it is the butcher who bears the loss ond not the farmer.

Because the farmer moy not Know that his cattle have fascicliasis,
any aren of wild watercress to which cattle hove occess, and where the snail
Lymnaes truncatula is present, should be reparded ospotentinlly dangercus.
For this reason I consider that the first ste; in prevention is for the
Distriet Medicnl Officer of Health to survey all arens of wild watercress in
hig district.

In my areas I wos surprised to find that it wos present in so many
places. The information can be obtained from health inspectors and
gouncillors, In these days of specialisation I suppose it would be possible
to eoll in an expert to look for the snnil, but in my case the prospect of
some pleasant country wolks was inviting, =o, armed with a pair of pgum-boots
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Appendix {continuad]

and a plastiec bag in which to put the snails, I get off to investipgate.

I had no difficulty in finding spaile in muddy hoof prints and on banks
near watercress. They are very small, so good eyesight and some patience
is required. In excellent book with good illustraotions of the snoil is
"Iiver Fluke Snails in Britain" by Jlan Mozley, published by H.K.lewis and
Compony, London. The snails were sent to the Zooclogy Devartment of Bristol
University for identification, but this can alsc be arranged by the loeal
Pyblie Heolth Laboratory. Snoils are most plentiful in summer and autumn,
so this i= possibly the best time of year for a survey. In winter they po
inte hibernation until Morch or early Spril.

The first beneficiel effect of a survey is that cn reporting to
the local council areas of wild watercress considered to be potentially
dengerous, the local press will take up the story and give it publicity.
it the same time they should be informed that cultivated wontercress sold in
the shops is perfectly safe to ent. 1In this area the subject was also
reported on the local television and radic news services. It is worth
repeating (Communicable Disease Report 69/25) that in 1969 a resident of
Wiltshire, who had eaten some infested watercress on a visit to Gloucester-
=shire in 1968, saw a telcvision programme on which the cutbrenk in
Gloucustershire was being discussed, and was able to diagnose his illness.

In twe areas in which I found the snail Lymnaea truncatuls in
cattle hoof prints next to wild watercress, I learned later from councillors
that, in previcus years, not only was this watercress enten by some people
locally, but that it wns pgnthered and sold in smell procers' shops. Health
inspectors should therefore, visit shops and check that they only buy
cultivated wotercress from approved sources. It iz a mistake to think that
wild watercress must be poor in quality; I have found it wild in two ploces
where it was as lush and large-leaved as the cultivated wariety.

ivpart from publicity and warning local shopkeepers, it is possible
to consider further meosures to protect the uninformed members of the public.

The' survey will have revealed the fellowing eategori=s of
wotercressi-

(1) Waotercress unable to be infested, either because the
habitat is unsuitable for the snail, or because the
area is protected from livestock.

(2) lntercress where the snnil is present, but arran-ements
can be made for fenecing off livestock.

(3) Untercress where both the snail snd livestock are
present topgether,

With regard to the last two cateppries, no action can be taken
without the full agreement of the landowner. In most coses this will be a
farmer, ond he will be most concerned with the health of his livestock.
It is useful to obtain two free lenflets to give him, which give a complete
asccount of liver fluke and how it con be controlled. They are Shellstor
figricultural Leaflet F.2, and "Frescon is no Fluke', obtainable from
Shellstar Ltd., Ince Marshes, Ince, Chester CH2.4LB, This company sells
o new molluscicide, "Frescon", which iz harmliss to livestock. The Ministry
of ipriculture hove an l(dviscry Leaflet No.310, which can be purchased from
H.M.5tationery Office, which gives I:ll information about the disease, but
the leaflet was published in 1966 and the chemicals recommended are toxic
to livestock.

.8 I did not wish to appear to be advocating the product of only
one company, I enquired from the Pesticides Branch of the Ministry of
afrievlture whether any other firm markets o product similar to "Frescon"
and was informed that none does. There are other molluscides available,
such as Metoldehyde (Murphy Chemical Company, Boots, May and Baker Ltd.),

and Methiccart (Baywood Company, Boots, Pan-Britonnica Company). but both
of these are of higher toxicity.
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Lppendix (continued)

If the farmer is concermed about liver flulke in his stock he
might either use a molluscicide, or in suitable cases fence off the stream,
if he is persuaded that this could be a danger spot for his livestock.

District councils are used to buying chemicals to kill rats and
mice, and disinfectants and insecticides for use in homes and on rubbish tips.
These chemiecals are all used to control wectors of disease, go they might be
persuaded to buy a molluscicide or herbicide in suitable circumstances.
However, the views of the Pollution Officer of the local River Authority mast
be taken into account. In this area the Pollution Officer has no cbjection
to spraying "Trescon" on land, but is not keen on its being sprayed mear the
water's edge as it is toxic to fish., He would however, approve the use of
"Aquacide", an officially-approved Chipman Chemical Company formulation of
diguat, for killing off wild watercress. This would be preferable to removing
the watercress by hand, for which labour is unlikely to bes available. If
either "Frescon" or "Aquecide" is considered for use, the consent of the owner
of the land must first be cobtained.

Probably the simplest answer in areas which the public frequent, is
to get the Council to agree to the erection of a notice-board - "Tarming:
7ild watercress may become infected with liver fluke". 1In all cases the
permission of the interested farmers must be obtained. Another suggested
wording for a notice-board is - "Warning: Wild watercress should not be
collected from this area." My objection to this is that, like the notice
"Keep off the grass" it may not only be ignored, but may draw attention to the
watercress Aand actually provoke some people to gather it.

Although it may be impracticable to get prior permission from the
dozens of landowners who may be involved when doing initial surveys of areas of
wild watercress, if a place is discovered that seems potentially dangerous to
the public and action is considered, such as informing the Couneil (and thereby
the Press), it is courteous and politic to find out who is the landowner and
telephone to ask permission to enter on his land, He is then more likely to
be co-operative if further action, such as erection of a warning notice-board,
iz conzidered necessary.

In the ecasc of a notice-hoard, the farmer should be asked to adwvise
on the wording, as it is not the intention to advertise that the farm is
"flukey" and his animals discased. This might affeet the prices of animals
sold off the farm should it change hands. The farmer should be told about
this possibility so that he can give the matter due thought. However, I have
go far found farmers asgreeable to the wording werning about liver fluke.

Finally, the Conchological Society of Great Britain and Ireland have
members throughout the country who, I am sure, would be willing to help on
anything to do with snails. In order to obtain the addresses of members
living locally I suggest contacting the Secretary, Miss J.Sawyer, of
58, Teignmouth BRoad, London HN.W.Z2.

- = w=0000000====
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REFORT of the CHIEF PUBLIC HEALTH TIHSPECTOR

To the Chairman and Members of the
Calne end Chippenham Burel District Council:

Mr.Chairman, Ledies and Gentlemen,

I have the honour te present my contribution to the Annual
Report of the Medical Officer of Health for the year 1970.

Buropean Conservation Year.

The year 1970 having been declared 'Europenn Conscrvation Year',
this Council pgave specinl considerption to certoin projects whiech would
suppart the principls of conservation eof the countryside and make a
gipgnificant contribution te the improvement of the environment in =some
saxlected parts of the Rural District.

After due deliberation, it was decided to improve the conditions
surrounding the Foxham Lock area by co-operation with the Wiltshkire County
Council ond ndjoining property owners. As o result of consultations with
the County Land Agent, ocopproximately 150 yards of the canal has been
dredged, snd what was originally a foul-smelling and stagnont morass has
becn converted into o relatively clean stretch of water, Two further
adjoining sections of this disused conal remain to be improved.

Es'

This subject is not unconnected with the preceding one,
espacinlly if the gyosies in question are of the motorised, scrap-dealer
type. ‘When such a group has been encamped in the district we usually
have to clean up after their visit as they leave behind them all that is
not required after sorting out their saleable scrap materinl.

There is no question of gypsies lucking a spirit of independence,
their ebility to pay their way, or wish not to be a public liability, and
therefore it could be a job for the Gypsy Council to organise the purchase

f 1and on which to set up camping sites, end to run and maintain such
pites, all in accordance with existing logislation.

Construction of the M.4 Moterway.

I om sure it is a common problem that large construction projects
produce filthy and unhygienic conditions at points where the workmen are
based, due to litter and rodent infostation around the huts and canteensa,
and to badly-maintaincd or non-axistent closete.

Soveral attempts were made to secure acceptable conditions on

the M.4 site, succeeding for a short while, but when the group re-forms
©lsevhere = or the tesboy leaves - we are back to where we atarted,

with o rat- and fly-infested environment of tins, paper, food scraps,
dirty milk bottles, and brown-stained, unwashed tea mugs. It is a great

relief to see the project progressing and the sites being vacoted.

The Litter Problem.

Thi=s problem continues with us, being mostly due to stupidity,
and o gep in the offenders' education, but the deposit of unwanted bulky
items is wilful. I should like to see youth elubs and other such
organisations tackling the clearance of =ome areans. If they were to
put the litter material into large heaps for collection the effect might
be benaficiel,
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fiefuse Collection and Disposal Service.

The acceptance of the Report of the London Boroughs Management
Gervices Unit in March 1970, which recommended the introduction of a
work-study-based incentive bonus scheme for this service, enabled a
weekly refuse collection to be implemented throughout the whole of the
Rural District as from the lst June. This improved service hos been
much cppreciated by local ratepayers.

iAlthough consideration has been given to extending the 'paper
sack' system of refuse collection to other parts of the Rural Dietrict,
the rising gensrol rate reguirements have curtziled the expansion of this
desirable method for the time being. I trust however, that in the
relatively neor future it will be possible to introduce throughout the
District this hygienic method of storing household refuse.

Te Hembers of the Public Health Sub-Committee, who for some time
have been considering the long-term solution of refuse disposal, the
decision of Trowbridge Urban District Council to withdraw from the
consortium of authorities comsidering this problem must have come as a
complete surprise and disappointment.

Although the treatment of refuse by incineration is an eXpensive
method, it is e very efficient one. The opportunity to establish such a
plant has now been lost and to resurrect the idea in the future would be
very costly.

Housing Improvement Grants.

The Housing Act 1969 has certainly aroused considerable interest,
particularly in regard to discretionnry grants. ZEnguirics have incressed
by almost fifty per cent and, although there has been a drop in standard
gronts, the number of discretionary grants approved is twice that for 1969.

Time spent on individual enguiries has also increased
considerably, not only in describing the kinds of repair and replacement
work on which a grant may now be claimed but also in explaining that
certain basic requirements have to be fulfilled, and that, despite the
Ministry's enthusiastic publicity, all repairs and improvements do not
attract grant. The commonest misconception concerns central heating and
rupnirs to houses which do not qunlify for grants for lmprovements.

The number of improvements completed during the year is
relatively low, but work is now proceeding on many of the schemes approved
enrly in the year.

Increasing the discretionary grant maximum from £400 to £1000
has effectively stimulated interest in grants, whether or not the interest
will be maintained remains to be seen. In this District we have had a
fairly steady flow of grant applications, the speed of which appears to be
regulated more by changes in cccupation of houses and the capacity of the
local building force than by financial stimuli; 1969 was a rather 'dead’
Year as many owners were holding back applications until the expected
grant incresses were announced.

We must wait awhile to see the full effect of the new Act, but
meanwhile, the seventy-five applications approved, with an average grant
of £733, may be compared with the fifty-six approvals in 1958, averaging
£388 each.

Housing Act 1969: Controlled Tenancies.

This Act introduced a procedure for converting a controlled
tenancy into a regulated one, if the dwelling is provided with all
standard amenities, for the exclusive use of its occupants, is in good

_repair having regard to its nge, character and locality, and is in all
raspects fit for human hobitation.
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Two forms of procedure are prescribed: one combined with
application for standard or diseretionary grant, where the dwelling
lacks one or more amenities, and the other where the omenities were
provided before the Act came inte force.

The first procedure is straightforward encugh as, once o
combined application form for grant and quelification certificate is
checked as complying with gront requirements, a certificate of
provisional approval can be icsued to the owner. This enables the
Rent Officer, on application from the owner, to fix a fair rent. On
completion of the work a 'qualification certificate' is issued to the
owner, who may then increase the rent.

The procedure in the case of a dwelling already provided with
the amenities is similar, except that, as the dwelling should already
be up to the reguired standard, the qualification certificate is issued
immedintely, once the twenty-eight doys nllowed for tenant's objections
have sxpired.

In all cases but two of the applicotions received this year,
the owners had made no attempt to see that their houses were in a
satisfactory state of repair and, in two of these, some of the standard
amenities had not been provided]

Combined Crant and Gualification Certificates:

Applications received: 16
Certificates of Provisionnl Approval issued: 16
Cunlification Certificates issued: 1

Applications for Qunlification Certifieates only,
the amenities having already been provided:

Applications received: 1%
fualification Certificates issued: -
Applications refuscd: 2

Housing Slum Clearance.

Only 2 small number of unfit houses have been represented for
action by the Council, the main housing activity having been directed
towards the improvement of existing properties.

Mere than 1100 house properties have been improved by mcans of
discretionary or standard grants and I am impressed by the general
standard of cottage property within the Hurel District. House
improvement is a slow, laboricus process, but the efforts of this Council
over the past two decades, in encouraging the restoration of existing
cottoges, can now claim to be a success story.

Housing Surveys.

Our housing records are now somewhot cut-of-date, and in order
to rectify this situation, a new housing survey of all dwellinghouses
of up to £56 rateable value has buen started. By the end of the year,
all suck houses in the parishes of Stanton S5t.Guintin and Yatton Keynell
had been surveyed, together with most propertics in Hettleton porish.
This is a continuing survey, which I estimate will take five years to
complete.

I have highlighted some of the achievements and objectives of
the Department during 1970, and a perusal of the main body of the report
will give you a more detailed account of our activities during the y:ar.
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SUMMARY OF FUBLIC HEALTH INSFECTORS' VISITS DURING 1970.

Public Health.

Investigations inte complaints of muisance due to:-

premises prejudicial o health oo wue

keeping of animals o
accumilations or deposits
atmospheric pollution
noiss .. o e e
octher causes ses  mas
General inspection of distriet for nuisances
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sanitary surveys and sewer connections

othor domestic drainage matters

land drainoge
infectious disease

treatment of infested premises

Inspectiona of = private caravon sites
Couneil ecaravan sites
£YDS8Y Camps sae  maw
public convenisnces ...

Other public health calls and re-wigits ...

Housing.

Houges inapeeted under Public Health Acts
Bo-vigits to the above houses ... ...
Houses inspected under Housing Acts ..o e
Re-visits to the above Housss ... e
Houszs inspected for overcrowding s.. ...
Housea inapacted re inprovenente ek B
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dairies and milk distributors

fried fish shops ]

grocers and general stores

liccnsed premises wan
poultry packing stations
gtalls, wehicles, ete.
other food premises ...
Follow-up vizits to the obove premises ...
Complaints investigated .0 c2v see are
Other Food and Drugs visits and re-vigits

General.

Offices, Shops and Railway Premises heti-
general inspections ...
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Factories Act:- visits to factories ...
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Tigits re:- rodent contrel e wes
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litter and abandoned wehicles
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A PUBLIC HEALTE - GERERAL.

DRATNAGE .

(a) Sewer Connections.

No new sewers have been completed during the year and work om
gewer cchnections has consisted of dealing with those properties which
remained uncomnected at the end of last year,

(b) Sampling of Effluents from Sewage Disposal Works.

Examination of effluents from the Council's sowage disposzal
works is arranged by the Engineer and Surveyor and carried out by the
Council's Chemist at the Thingley Sewage DIdsposal Works.

(¢) Land Droinage.

An improvement scheme to stop repeated flooding ~t The Couedy
and Beanhill Form, Christian Mzlford, has beon prepared by the Land
Drainnge Officer. Under the provisions of the Land Drainage Act 1961
the cost of this work will be sharcd between this Council, the Wilts
County Council ond the riparisn owmers. The Contractor will be dodng
the work early inm 1971. A sinilar scheme has been prepared for the
wafercourse which flows through East Tytherton willage down to the main
stream, the Cade Burna, at Catbrock. This followed an investigotion by
this department into the danger of flooding in the village of East
Tytherton., Work is expected to be carried ocut during the coming year.

Alterations to the drainnge and increased stocking of a farmyard
at Nettleton led to complaints of pollution of a streom which passes
through Nettleton village. As eny alternative methed of disposzl would
involve the farmmer in enormous cost, he and his neighbour were prevailed
upon to clean out the part of the watercourse which passes the affected
houses, in the hope that by regular maintenance future complaints might
be avoided. At the same time this Council cleaned out ond filled in o
gilted-up pond through which the streanm flowed, using pipes supplied by
the Wilts County Couneil for piping the stream,

PUBLIC CONVENIEWCES,

I report with much pleasure the opening of the Council's new
public conveniences at Locock, one of our show villages. The old
conveniences were a2 source of much justified complaint but now we receiwve
enly favourable comment and appreciation.

We tried to mnake everything in the new econveniences as vandal-
proof as possible but there hes been repeated damcge to the ligquid soap
dispensers. Becouse of this we have had to discomtinue this vitol add

to hygiene.

We are still waiting on the re-dewvelopment of the centrzl arca
of Corshan for the provision of public conveniences suited to this towmn.
The old conveniences have been maintained very well under difficulties,
Here, as at our other convenlences at Box, Castle Combe and Colerne, we
are fortunate in heving good attendants.

WATER SUPPLIES.

Almost all the water supplied to this district is provided by
the North Wilts Water Boord, with the Bristol Weterworks supplying a small
arcea at Burton. The Buxted Chicken Company cbtains water from its own
borehole for the poultry pecking station at Sutton Benger.



(continued)

(a) Adequacy of Supplies.

Two propertics at Colerme are supplied with water fron a
hydraulic ran supplying Marshfield, and this ran is wearing out.
Notifiestion wos received from Sodbury Rural District Couneil that Bristol
Waterworks Company were considering laying a main to replace the local
gupply, but this would leawe the Colerne properties without water as the
Water Boord are unlikely to be able to supply them. We are now waiting
to learm from the Water Beoard whether or not they can in fact supply
thege properties if, ond when, the main is laid.

Ho conplaints of shortages or deficlencies in supplies were
received during the year.

(b) Private Supplies,

Five of the unsatisfoctory semples from private supplies were
taken from o well, the cwmer of which was accusing the notorwny
contractors of polluting the scurce. Ho blame wos established. The
prepises served by this well are sone way froo the oain sapply but the
owner is endecvouring to arrange for them to be comnected to it.

{c} Contamination.

The cccurrence of suspect sanples from pains supplies has,
except in the case of Nettleton, not followed any regular pettern and on
re=sanpling, after notification to the Water Board, samples have been
satisfactory.

Reports on sanples fron Nettleton are not guite as bad as they
were last year but this source, which is used as a reserve, is not
entirely satisfactory.

(d) Soopling for Boctoriological and Chemicsl Exanination.

Sanples of treated water, as supplied to coneumers, are taken
by the Public Health Departnent for bacteriological exanination at the
Publie Health Leboratory, Manor Hospital, Bath,

Weekly sapples are taken froo houses supplied directly froo the
poin sources and fron various points to give comprehensive coverage of
suppliea throughout the distriet.

The monthly sanples are taken fron places at the ends of mains
or as & check on supply arcas between the weakly sanpling points.

Untrented water is not sanpled by this department, these
sanples being taken by the North Wilts Water Board. —The Water Board
also takes its own check sanples at consumer supply points.

i surmary of the reporte on all sanples is given in the
following sub-sections.

(i) Sampling by the North Wilts Water Board.

The Engineer to the Water Board has kindly supplied the
following inforoation.

Genernl.

During the year under review the Board have been able to bring
into wee the woter fron the new source at Holt by the installation of
teoporary plant pending the conpletion of the new punping station at
this site. The cperation of this source has enabled the Board to
digcontinue using the Bradford source, the quality of which has been
congidered unsstisfactory. Water from the Holt source, oixed with water

fron Chippenhan sources, has enabled the Board to inprowve supply
conditione in the south-woestern part of the Board's aren., This includes

a parked inprowenent in the supplies to the Kingsdown ares.
-24"



43. (continued)

Bactariﬂlugﬁ' ol Examination of Sa.mEles
taken from Consumer Supply Points:

During the year, 1,512 samples from consumers' supply points
were examined; of these -

1,428 were satisfactory, having coliform counts of less tham 1.
43 were reported to have ooliform counts of l1=Z.
41 had coliform counts of 3 or more.

On the cccasions when reports of colifomm counts were received
from the Laboreftory, investigations and repeated samplings were undertaken
and continued until satisfactory reports were recedived.

Bactericlogical Examination of
Untreated Wnter from Scurces.

Similar supervisory examinctions are regularly carried out by
sampling the untreated waters from the Board's sources, and the results
obtained in the year under review are as follows:=

594 samples of row water were submitted.

Excellent s Coliform count of less than 1 ... 455
Batisfactory: Ir LIS L S duatat) §70
Suspicious: i noo" 410 wabe poimma™s T4
Unsatisfactory: " * % pore then 10 ... 29

Sanples excellent and satisfactory, B89.4%.

Typical Chemical Analyses of Raw Waters.

Source and Date:
A : B :
~ ?ﬂ”xawﬁ b e M*:q' a%
?;‘;ferﬂ“ pore® : Fgos®™ | % ; gp?®
15,9.70 ! 17.6.70 i 19.8.70 18.3.70 2.6.70
Colour Rileacdy S0 0 W ¢ oW ¢ W
Odour Hil = A i1 Nil Hil
pH. i e b - O Lk S5 Tl Te2
Pree COo DePalle o1 L 28 30 45 28
Chloride " L e e T 19 14 20
Hardness: n o el e -2 [ S L3 RS G- 1 295
Carbonate m i e U 235 i 275 i 210
Non-Carbonate( " 80 45 i I - R 85
Mitrate Nitrogem( " £ TR ™ T D5 et | 7.6
Fitrite Hitrogen i 0,01 : Absent ° LAbsent | Absent [ Abeent
Oxygen Lbsorbed( " 0.40 | 0,20 : 0.20 ! 0,20 0,30
Alb,Hitrogen n Ab.ent - Absent | Absent | Absemt | Absent
Metals L Absent Iron0,08 ! Absent | lAbsent :@ Absent
Fluoride & 0T CY STt 04 = gl d.1

Chlorination of all sources is practised with the aim of
obtaining chlorine residunls at zll consumers' points of supply of
between D.1 and 0.3 pupeiis

The Board contimues to exercise supervision of the quality of
raw water from all the sources by submitting samples to their Consultant
Chemists, the Counties Public Health Leborztories, London, and any
changes in chemical or minerzlogicsl gualities of the water are reported
upon by Mr,Gordon Miles, the Principsl of those Laboratorics.

Fluoride occurs noturally in quantities from 0.4 to 0.7 pPepem.
in the woter obtained from the deep borehole sources in the lipestone
but it is usually sbsent in the wn'ers cbtoined from shallow wells and
spring sources.
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A3. (continued)

The Board is advised by its Consmultant Chemists that none of
the waters suppliced is plumbo=solwvont.

The Booard continuea to make provision for increases in demand
for water by sceking additional sources, and this work is being dome in
close co=pperation with the River Authoritics, whoss statutory areas

extend through the Boord's area of supply.

(ii) inalysis of Reports on Samples taken for
Bocteriological Exominetion by this Department.

Satis-

Suspect |Unaatis-
~fretorys [Mon-faccal |-factory
coliforns | (feacal
present): | =type
colifoxms
pre ﬂant:ll H
Weekly Sanples:

Bristol Waterworkcs: Burton 41 2 1l
Calatone supply: Theobalds Green 44 2 3
Cherhill " Yatesbury 46 2 -
Chippenhan " Bowden Hill 44 1 i
L " Fiveways 47 1 1
Goodshill , Velley Hill 42 - 1l
Rodbourne L Stanton St.Quintin 40 2 -
Washwells n Box (Market Flace) 41 g -
Widdenham 1 Box (Bargates) 46 3 -
Mixed sourcea: Castle Combe 43 3 -
Christian Malford 47 2 1
Colerne 47 1 -
Corsham (Bath Road) 45 2 -
Hilmarton 42 [ -
Marshfigdd hesservoir 44 4 =
Nettleton (Jorsdown) 34 8 -
West Kington 45 1 -
Menthly Samplest Compton Bassett 9 - -
Draycot Cerne 11 - -
Eagt Tytherton 9 - -
Foxhan 10 - -
Grittleton 25 - 1
Wagton 11 - -

Totals of Sanples takeni
Public suppliss GEn. SR e o atedy 813 49 B
Private supplies ey WO DR - 1 T

FEFUSE COLLECTION AND DISPOSAL.

(2) BRefuse Collection.

The work study of this service by Consultants allowed the
introduction, as from lst June 1970, of n weekly refuse collection
throughout the twenty-four parishes of the Rural Diastrict.

This weekly service could not howe been achieved without the
full support of the Trade Unions and the men engaged in this work, and

I would like to thank them for their co-operation.

The scheme introduced is o work-study-based incentive bonus
gcheme and for increased productivity the men will receive greater
finaneiel rewards over and abowe their basic pay rates.

=D b=




4. (continued)

&
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The introduction of some seventeen new weekly refuse collection
routes for the various wvehicle crews naturally led to early "teething
troubles' but by the end of 1970 the scheme was running relatively
smoothly after modifications to certain of the routes had been agreed.

The official strike in tho service, the first that I can recall
in thirty-six years of leesl government serwvice, brought about a complete
cancellation of the service from the 19th October until the 7th November.
Arrangements were made whereby all local ratepayers could have the
facilities of the various refuse tips for the disposal of their refuse,
and this worked very well because no serious refuse dumps were formed in
any part of the Rural District during the strike periecd.

Throughout the year, approximately 7,000 tons of refuse were
collected and the vehicle fleet covered some 83,000 miles on refuse and
salvage collection.

Mo new refuse vehicles were purchased during 1970, but delivery
of a new Michi gan Earth-Moving Tractor was accepted in April, the older
Michigan machine teing retained as a standby and the surplus Matbro
Magstiff Minor sold ic September.

(b} Refuse Digposal.

All domestic and industrial refuse produced in the Bural District
is disposed of by controlled tipping in three quarries situated at Calne
HWithout, Grittleten and Sutton Benger.

Tipping space is becoming most scarce and I estimate that by the
end of 1971 the Grittleton and Suttnn Benger tips will be completely
filled. I have managed to prolong the life of the Grittleton tip by
eXxcavating stone and covering material from the unworked area of the quarry
and this has produced six months' extended tipping facilities.

(¢) Supply of Dustbins.

Cne hundred large and fourteen small dustbins were sold during
1970, Small dustbins are now unattainable at an economic price for
re=sale. The large dustbins now purchased are mpnufactured from high
density polythene and are a very good product.

(d) Civic Amenities Act 1967.

During 1970, fifteen vehicles were dealt with formally under
this Act and various others were brought to the Council's tips by members
of the public.

The fifteen comprised thirteen cars and vans, one caravan, and
a dumper truck. Of these, five were removed from the place of abandonment
by their owners and the rest by the Council. One was collected by its
owner but in the remaining cases there was insufficient evidence of owner-
ship te take statutery action or recover costs. All saleable wehicles
have been sold to help defray expenses,

SALVAGE OF WASTE PAPER.

During 1970, the weight of baled waste paper sold to the mills
totalled 305 tons, bringing in a revenue of £2,86k, to met egainst the
running costs of this service. This was a reduction of 35 tons on 1969,
and the strike of employees could account for most of this reduction.

The sale price of mixed baled waste paper has increased from
£8.10.0. to £9.10.0. per ton during the year.

CARAVAN SITES.

(a) Private Sites.

The number of licensed sites in the Rural District reduced
during the year to twenty-eight. Of these, some seventeen sites are of
long standing, the remainder being licensed for temporary periods.
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46.(continued)

AT.

B.sides the sites licensed for residential use there are four
sites in the district registered for use by members of the Caravan Club,
and at Stanton St.Quintin there is a large site of about thirty caravans
used by workers on the M.% motorway.

Total Humber of Current licenceg:

Parish No. of No, of
Licences Caravans

Box

Bremhill
Chippenham Without
Christian Malford
Colerne

Corsham

Hilmarton

Kington Longley
Horth Wraxs1ll
Pewsham

Stanton S5t.Cuintin
Sutton Benger

nJ
imlrn—nmwmmmmmw;—;—

(b) Sites Provided by the Council.

One hundred and seven standings for caravans are maintainsd by
the Council on their sites at Corsham, Yatton Keynell, Sutton Benger and
Thickweod, Colerne, The first three sites have been fully-occupied and
there is a continucus demond for standings, particularly at Corsham.

The waiting list however, is not particularly long and there is no urgent
need at the moment for the provision of extra sites.

The private site at Thickwood, Colerne, was taken over by the
Council on April lst 1970 and during the year somes £2,500 was expended on
improvements to the sanitation, drainoge, water supply, roadways, fencing
and electricity supply. We acquired a very poor sewerage system and
there were some problem families smong the licensees, all of which has
¢coused endless difficulties.

I hope that during the coming year we may be able to overcome
some, at lenst, of the difficulties involved, but the site does mot lend
iteelf to improvement to model standards.

NUISANCES FROM TNTENSIVE FARMIIG.

Complaints are received periodically from householders, of
nuisance from spreading of manure from intensive farming units. This
materinl is usually highly offensive and the smell from it very obnoxious
when blown into houses. Residents from Gostard suffer regularly from
this.

As with the deep litter from broiler houses, farmers are
requested to study weather conditlions and wind directions before spreading
such material in the vicinity of houses, but even so, a farmer is perhaps
slilghtly careless of wind chanpges and we receive complaints.

Investipgating one particular complaint about spreading of broiler
chicken litter, my principle concern was the presence of dead casuelty
chickens in the litter. I have since asked that care be talen to make
sure that all casualties are picked up after the broiler houses have been
emptied, and before the contractors move in to clear out the litter with
their mechanical shovels.

Marden Farm Pig Experimental Station.

In December I was able to report that the 'lagoon® scheme for the
disposal of drainnge from this pig farm had been completed and that its
operation to date showed it to be a great improvement over the original
system, which hnd given so much cause for complaint.
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The lagoon is a large holding systen aituate at the far corner
of the fam, its job being to allow the farm wastes to be collected there
until they can be disposed of on the land during suitable weather
eonditionz. No complaints haowve been receiwved sinee the conpletion of
the scheme. ;

INFECTIOUS DISEASE.

1970 mast have been our lowest year on record fer infectious
disense, twenty-seven enguiries in all being recorded. Enquiries arc
mide into all cases referred to us by the Medieal Officer of Henlth, to
gee if there is asome common factor, or other indication of the possible
sourcs of infection. At the some time advice iz given on measures

. necegsary to prevent the epread of infection, possibly by excluding the

patient from school, or from work if engoged in food handling. When
necegsary, arrangements ore made for the appropriste tests to be made to
ensure that the petient is free from infection before returning to work
ar school.

In the eourse of on inveatigation into a cose of salmonella food
poisoning, it seeped possible that it was controcted from a hot dog stall
at a fairground cutside this distriet, but the source ocould not be
conclusively established.

CLEAN AIR ACTS 1996 and 1968,

No formal applications for approval of boiler or chimney
installations were received during the year, but an applicaticn for
relaxation of the Building Regulations relating to chimmey heights was
referred to this Deportment by the Enginecr and Surveyor. Consultations
have alsoc been held with the architects for the Leigh Delapere Motorway
Service Station concerning the proposed boiler instollationa.

LVE THATES.

There are no offensive trades, as defined by Section 107 of the
Public Health fAect 1936, estoblished within this District.

B, FOOD AND DRUGS.

FOOD PEENTSES: FOOD HYGIENE (GENERAL) REGULATIONS 1960.

The food prenises within the Rural District consist ofi-

No. coaplying| Wo. of premises to which
with Regn.l6 | Regn.l9 (facilities for
Prenises: No. (wash-basins | washing food and squipment
provided): (=) . (b)
| . eppliess  is cemplied
i: : withi
Bakers T T 7 ! 7
Butchers 10 10 10 10
Fish-and-Chip Shops 1 1 1 : 1
Fish and Fruit Shops 4 4 3 3
Grocers and :

General Storcs 3 : 66 31 : 3
Licensed Premises 60 60 &0 60
Restaurants and Cafes 8 8 8 ; 8
Sweets and Iees Shops 11 11 - =
Pactories and

Distributors 2 - 2 1 1

159 169 121 121




Bl.(continued)

Poultry Packing Station, Sutton Benger.

During 1970 there were 168 routine visits to the factory to
inspect the live and killed chickens, the wiscera, portions,; rejects,
and all preparation and packing processes, plus of course, the gencral
environment .

There were 8,818,556 broiler chickens processed, of which 6821
were rejected, representing a percentage of 0.077. That this percentage
remains sotisfactorily and consistently low is due to the continuous
process of culling throughout all stages of breeding and rearing.

Nevertheless, the frequent visits are fully justified.
However good a food factory may be, it necds the regular critical eye of
a public health inspector who sees everything there from his trained
food hygiene angle, and can get the numerous little but important faults
rectified .

The Slaughter of Poultry Act 1967,

This Act ceme into operation early in 1970, the main provisions
being that an electric stunning device must be used in the slaughter of
fowls and turkeys unless the birds are slaughtered instantaneously by
decapitation or dislocation of their necks, Premises to which the Act
apply have to be registered with the local authority.

The Sutton Benper factory has always used electric stunners and
the two other registered poultry slaughtering establishments have both
installed equipment to satisfy the requirements of the Act.

licensed Premises.

Last year I mentioned that “The Crown' at Giddeahall was the only
licensced prewises in the District without waterborne sanitation. This
house, with licence, has been bought by a private individual who is carrying
out extensive improvements and has now installed septic tank drainage with
sufficient public and private sanitary accommodation.

The number of licensed houses in the District remains at 60.
Bakehouses.

There is no change in the number of bakehouses in the District,
these being situated at:=-

BI"ED‘I!"IJJ.]. T & 8 # EEN ]
Castle Combe pes  aas
Eh&l‘hill LR ] L AL LIL
Colerne saa “mw saw
Corsham W waw aw

W

Fried Fish Shops.

There is now only one fish-and-chip shop in the Distriet, at
Corsham. As I have previously revorted, the building is not good but can
have only a short life due to redevelopment of the site. Several vieits
were made and it was found that the business was operated satisfactorily,
taking into account the prevailing conditions.

B2, FOCD COMPLAINTS.

A complaint of mouldy sausages bought in this Distriet was
investigated, nnd it wans found that the sausages were ten days old when
sold., The firm concerned were convicted and fined £25.

On inspection following complaint from the cock, ten boiling
fowls supplied to a local school kitchen were found to be decomposing.
The suppliers were unable to give any explanation and, on eonviction,
were fined £10.0.0.
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One complainant, who brought in a tin of mushroom savoury to
the office was concerned at the rich yellow colour of some of the
mushrooms. He was worried in ease they were n poisenous variety of
fungus. The eXplanation was that a concentration of permitted colouring
matter had occurred in fthis particular tin,

A comploint of Christmas turkeys which had 'pone off' was
looked into. Two birds were involved and both had been dalivered to the
same house by a grower producing aope 2,500 birds onnually. This was the
only complaint received of the quality of his birds and it was susnected
that the foult lay in the conditions under which the purchaser had stored
the birds.

A complaint of an unusual scent to sausoge rolls supplied te a
canteen was investigated. It wos found that they were a good quality
product, tut the baker had packed them in cartons which had contained
yeast, the cdour of which had permeated the rolls.

COMDEMNED FOODS.

The fellewing foodstuffs were examinad by your Public Henlth
Inspectors, found to be unfit, and subsegquently surrendered by the owners:-

48 x Boz=. tins of stewed steak

10 - boiling fowls

32 - game birds

1l x 35ozs. tin of tomatdes

281bs. of cod fillets

280 worth of frozen food damaged by a
breakdown of refriperatior machinery.

The game birds, which were in oven-ready packs, had been
delayed in transit,

MILK AND DAIRIES.

(a) Registration.

The number of registered distributors has increased by one.
Retail shops, such as grocers, which sell small quantities of bottled milk,
are included in this category, and changes of ownership and type of trade
in these premises usually account for the annual fluctuation in the
numbers registered. '

Nni Df I"B,E:i.EtE‘I‘Eﬂ dﬂiI‘iEB FN Rl & @@ 'R 3
He. of registerad dstributors ... o6 oeos 20

The dealers' licences to sell designated milk which have been
iessued in this distriect are as follows:~

Desimnation:

Unt\r&atea mi]-k— LI *FER [ & *# E ] & &
Pagbanvimed pdTIe oo aia. mwe  nws . e o wise
StardAEed Gk ua ses ees  pan  sew. ees
UMltra-heat-treated milk Bew e M maE

NRJ'IBI-"

The last producer/retailer of milk in this District went out of
business during 1970 and the one retailer licensed to sell untreated milk
has given up its sale, so although this ia a large milk producing area,
there is now no retailer of raw milk in the District.

(b) Milk Sampling for Statutory Examination,

Regular samples from distributors licensed in this District are
sent to the Public Health Laboratory at Bath.

Monthly samples of raw milk and milk processed outside the County,
and gquarterly samples of milk heat-treated in Wiltshire, are taken under
powers delegated by the County Council.
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The rveports on these sanples were as follows:-

s&tiﬂfﬂﬂtﬂﬂr e e w “ea wen waw 145

Unsatisfactory e e BT e (]

Void (shade tenmpercture at Laboratory
exceeded preseribed paximun) ... 1

Five of the unsatisfactory samples were of pasteurised milk
from o factory outside the County. This factory was closed down
shortly after these failures occurred.

(¢) Milk Senpling for Biclogical Examination.
Two sets of sanples were token from churms at the farm of o

producer who retailed untreated milk in this aren. Heither of these
somples showed the presence of tuberenlosis or brucella abortus.

(d) Bottle Rinses.

There woere no sales of raw milk in bottles during the year,
so no sanples of woshed bottles were nocessary.

Bottle rinse sauples from the pasteurising plant at
Castle Combe are token regularly by the County public health staff,
as this plant is licensed by the County Council.
ICE CHEAM.

The standard of hygsicne in the eighty-nine premises which
are registered for the sale of iee crean has been satisfactory.

Thirty-three sanples of ice crean were taken for roatine
exanination, with the following results:=

Grode:
.I. - anw T LI ) LI - 23
II [ T & o L L] LI 1‘}
III LR LR L) LR [N LR Hil

Iv LR e " Ll - O Hil
THE LIQUID.EGG j?ﬂ.ETEUFlﬁiTIDH} REGULLTIONS 1963,
There are no egg pasteurisation plants in this Disgtrict.

SLAUGHTERHOUSES AND KNACKERS' YARIS.

There are no slaughterhouses in the Rurel District, but we
have one knackers' yard, at Heddington.

The muber of horse earcasses received at this yard during
the year totalled nineteen, eight of these hoving been slaughtered
on forms. :

Six sloughtcrmen's licences have been issued, all to men
employed at the Heddington knackers' yard.

The anticipated re-building of this yard has not yet been

started because of a chonge in design and siting, but the work is now
due to start early in 1971.

2=



Ca HOUSING .

cl. HOUSING ACT 1969: HOUSING SURVEY.

Pressure of other work, particularly in commection with
the introduction of the new refuse collection service, has curtailed
the tine awvailable for this work. Survey of the Porish of Totton
Keymell hos been conpleted during the year, and that of Nettleton is
alnost conplete.

c2. HOUSES IN MULTIFLE OCCUBLTION.

There is only one property in this District, at Pickwick Road,
Corsham, known to be in multiple occcupation.

C3. COMMON LODGING HOUSES.
There are no commen lodging houses in the district.

. HOUSING STATISTICS.

(a) HNumber of Dwellings in the District:
No. of inhabited houses (as at 3lst March 1970) ... ... 8,989

" " Council dwellings (as at 3lst Deccuber 1970) ... 2,039

M " gerporary Council dwellings (o &t 3lat Lecambex 1770) 63
(b) Proceedings under Housing Aota:
Houses inspected for fitness ... se: sue  wev wrer sos 152
No, reported ag unfit for hunan hebitoetion .. ave e B
Notices served regquiring defects to be remedied {Eana.f},lﬂ} =
Houges nade £it after service of forpal notices:-
BT Sl n, U e e e e e e &
l[:i.:i.:l by loeal suthority in defoult of oWners  «er s+ -
Houses mode fit cs o result of informal sction 16
Denolition Orders nade (Sec.l6) D -
Houses depolished ke EmE A wew wmEa mEE @ |
War-tice bungalows demclished by the Couneil .0 22 70
Undertakings not to re-let accepted [Sec.16) vvv suv  +es -
Undertakings to make fit accepted (Sec.16)  .vo wus  oes 1
Undertakings to make fit complicd with Qoo Omon o "
Closing Orders made (8ec8.17,18) sue ace  wen was  ses -
Houses closed wwmr  mas mEml mwa L Eas smEEl aEE b 4
Closing Ordcr revoked, house made f£it (S2c.27) «vv .u. 3

GCazes of overcrowiling discovered during the year ... ... -

Jinif OF " abated " e S S -
(e) Inproveoent Grants - Standard: 1969 1970
Applications received s+s ese (n0. of houses) 35 25
1 approveds- { 1 }
I:i} Um&rfﬂcwpiai proparty { " ) 25 11
(ii) other " ( " ) 8 15
Ho. of hotses dmpRoved  ii! #6F  4is ase  anay 30 34

Anount of grants poid wite Cewa wwme wae swe B 356398 T,766
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(4) Inprovement Grents - Discretionary:

Applications receiwed for comversions {m. af! b;uua&BJ

; s " inprovenents (

Approvals for conversion of :-
(i) ownerfoccupicd property es. (
(ii) other 5 ol
hpprovals for inmprowvenent of :-
(i) owner/occupied property ... (
{ii} other n i {
Ko, of dwellings provided or improved
Anount of grants paid ... wes wes

W LR L

() R L]

D. FACTORIES, OFFICES, SHOPS, ETC.

_—

QFFICES, SHOPS AND RAILWAY FREMISES ACT 1963.

Only three accidents were reported during 1970, none of which was
serious., [Enguiries ore nade into all reported accidents, however minor,
as discussion with the eoployer ond employee concerned pay reveal a peans of
preventing & sinilar occurrence in the future, and any knowledge gained can
often be usefully passed on to other enployers.

(2) Registretions and Inspsctions.

)

L]

1969 1970
- 4

41 76

- 1

5 2

24 4
13 31
38 32

£ 13,992 £ 13,257

lo. of premisea| Total no. of |No. of registered
registered registered premises receiv-
Class of Premisos during the yeor| prenises at -ing general
end of year inspections
during the year
Officen 1 34 g
Retail shops 3 66 12
Wholesale shops and
worehousaes 2 i | 2
Catering estoblishnents
open to the publie,
canteans - 18 3
Fuel storoge depots = 3 =
Totals: 6 125 22

The total mumber of visits of all kinds by Public Heelth Inapm:to&*;
to registersd preaises during 1970 was fifty-seven.

(b) Annlysis of Persoms enployed in Registered Prepises by Workplace.

Clags of Workplace

NWo. of persons eoployed

Offices

Retail shops

Tholesnle departnents, worehouses
Catering establishments open to public
Coanteens

Fuel steorage depots

285
221

Totals

.+ Total pales:
Total fepales:
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D1.(continued)
(e¢) Exenptions.

Part It Spoce (Bection 5(2)) «ee eee ses sss ees wse e.. Hil
LU II: Tﬁmmtm {Seﬁtim'.l 6:' " ww P e W & . ww H:I.].
m  III: Sanitary conveniences (Section 9) e R 1 L1
W IV: TWashing facilities (Section 10) ... sue eee us ».. Nil
(d) Contraventions,
Found: Renedied:
Sec. 4: Cleanliness - e |
. 5: bvercrowding ™ =
" 6: Tenperature - =
- T: Ventilation = =
i B8: Lighting -
n 9: Sanitary conveniences = -
" 10; Washing facilities - =
" ]11: Supply of drinking water - -
n . 12: jficcommodation for clothing - =
" 13: Sitting foecilities - E
" 14: Seats for sedentary workers = =
" 15:; Bating facilities = -
" 16: Floors, passages, gtairs 1 2
W 17: Fenecing exposcd parts of nachinery 1 1
" 18: Protection of young persons from
dangerous pachinery = =
" 19; Training of young persons working
at dangerous nachinery - =
" 23; Prohibition of heavy work - =
" 24; First aid - general provisions 5 -
Information for Enployees Regulations 1965 - -
Totals: T 8

No. of prosecutions: Hil.

(e) Staff,

No. of Inspectors appointed under Sec.52(1) or (5) of the fct ... 4

No. of other staff employed for most of thelr time oOn work in
connection with the Act ... Nil

D2. FACTORIES ACT 1961,

There are cighty-seven registered factories, seven of which are on
Crown property and are controlled entirely by the Factories Inapectorate.

(a) Registrations and Inspections.

Ho. of g=
Prenisess Rg‘;i = Tnapec- firitten Occupiers|
SVEL| _tions Notices Pmaamhﬂ.
(1) Factories in which Secs.l,2,3,4 :
and 6 are enforced by the local
anthordty - = _ =
(2) Pactories not included in (1)
in which Sec.T is enforced Wy 2 :
the local suthority 80 16 -
(3) Other premises in which Sec.T :
is enforced by the local authority i
(excluding outworkers' premises) 6 1 } -
Totalss 86 17 e

# Inapections of factorise whioh are also food premises (e.g. bakehouses
and poultry packing stations) sre not reoorded bers, ae the maintenance
of sanitary sccommodation is checked during inspections under the
Food Hyziene Regulationa.
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(b) MNumber of Cases in which Defects were found.

No defects were found and none wos reported to us by the
Factories Inspectorate.

(e) Outworkers.

Notifiecation has been received from other authorities of seven
outworkers resident in this district, all engaged on glove-making.

E. RODENT CONTROL.

PREVENTION OF DAMAGE BY PESTS ACT 1949.

I ot out below the detsils of an ammual return sent to the
Ministry of Agriculture, Fisheries and Food. The figures referred to in
paragrarhs 2(2), 2(b), 3(a) and 3(b) represent the number of individual
premises visited in comnection with rodent infestation complaints, and do
not inelude subsequent re-visits.

(2) Inspection of Properties other than Scwers.

Type of Property:-
Ken- . Agricultural
Agricultural ;
ls No. of properties in the Ddstrict 9658 1057
2(a)1 Total no. of propertics
(ineluding nearby premiues}
inspected following notifications 254 ; 35
(b): No. infested by:- (i) Bats 101 : 32
(ii) Mice 55 é 6
3(a)s Total no. of properties inspected
on routine surveys: 305 181
(b): No. infested by:~ (i) Rats 64 i 69
(41) Mice 6 : 9

(b) Sewer Test-Baiting and Treatment.

Ten per cent of 211 the manholes on public sewers have been
test-baited, the only tokes recorded being at Northleaze Caravan Site,
where there are probably a mumber of disused comnections left from when
the wartime huts were demolished. This area received a follow-up
treatment and on re-testing was found to be clear.

(e) Prevention of Infestation.

Prevention of infestation is in many ways more important, and in
the long run can be much cheaper, than killing off an established colony
of nta.

One particular example of this was found at a pig farm where the
farmer had sited his sties close to a hedge and ditch and could not have
made more conmfortable conditions for the rate if he had set out to bre~d
then instead of pigs. This farmer is now keeping down his rats but it is
a puch more difficult and expensive job than it need have been.
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