[Report 1969] / Medical Officer of Health, Calne & Chippenham R.D.C.

Contributors

Calne and Chippenham (England). Rural District Council.

Publication/Creation
1969

Persistent URL
https://wellcomecollection.org/works/yvbz7dd7

License and attribution

You have permission to make copies of this work under a Creative Commons,
Attribution license.

This licence permits unrestricted use, distribution, and reproduction in any
medium, provided the original author and source are credited. See the Legal
Code for further information.

Image source should be attributed as specified in the full catalogue record. If
no source is given the image should be attributed to Wellcome Collection.

Wellcome Collection

183 Euston Road

London NW1 2BE UK

T +44 (0)20 7611 8722

E library@wellcomecollection.org
https://wellcomecollection.org



http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/legalcode
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/legalcode







;- ! L H I
: : ! I STRICH C 01
e o] il [
L 181 L = = Lok
. BRI T H T H L& 0F







Members of the Comnedl «.: avs  was  sss s

Pablic Health Officers of the Luthority e

REPORT OF THE MEDICAL OFFICER OF HEALLTH: e

ds General Statistics  sss see sss aae

B, Vitol Stetistics:

1.
2.
3.
be
e

Birth and Death Rategs sse  eas  sss
Live Birthﬂ LS LU B A @ LI LU
Still Births and Perdi-M¥atal Hortality
Infant Mortality esse ses  see  weu
Ieaths = dnalyusis of Causes of Death

C. Infectious and fctifiable Disease vas
b. Ratar Bupplic®: .us. cas Chas  ses waa
E. Bewexage and Pewage Disposal SRt e

F-I Eguﬁi'ﬂlﬂ'= iR L] # B @ FE R E ]

1.
2e
3.

Etﬂulstlﬂﬁ C L] TR LR

Redevelopment of wurt-i:m Bungalow Estates

& 5§

ERCaS

LY o R LRN
TR L LN
U LR LA
LN L LN
CRCI ) LI L
o EE LR LR ]
@ a L ] CE
asw LA LR
LR e L
LR e LN
- aw e LA
- w LELN LU ]
L JC N ] LA BN
LR ) LA R C RN

L LR ) Lo ]

Housing Application List end Future Housing S

G Other Mattera:

L.

B,
3.
4.
5e
G

Food and lrugs Act 1955 )
Factories Aot 1961
Civil IDefence w, acew T e e

LR ] LR

LRI

National Assistance (Amendment) fct 1951

Welfare of the dged
Arthritis and Hheumstism Council - --
Elinics " @ L LR L L

HEPORT OF THE CHRIIF PUBLIC HEALTH INSERCTOR:

Sundary of Public Heelth Inspectors! Visits ...

1.
2.

A, Fublic Health - Geneval:
DI‘E.i]‘.IﬂgE - w8 LR LI LN -
Publie Convenisacea T R et e
Fater Supplies e Pew . P

3.
4I
5-
6.
Ta
8.
9.
10.
11.

Hefuese Collection and liisposal
Salvage of Waste Paper see ses  aes
Carevan Sites T T i ey
Maisamses from Intensive Farming ...
E e EERE e D e e e e
Infectious Discase e
Clean Mz At 1556 R A
Efeneive Traded see  wan wse  was

LR

LEUN LR LU
e LA oW
e R @ ow o
e LR LR ]
LR T W
[ L W
#E LR LR ]
C R # & W
LR L] LR ]
o - L]
LA LN LR
CREN) ® 8B CRE
LR & & & R
LRC ) aas LR ]
ww L LR
LN L LELN
o LR LR
LELE LS RN
LR ] &8 LR ]

LEL

o

'

LR

&

*ow

Y

FRCY

LI Y

T

LA

o

LY

e

R

I'Illl
-h-wm:—-lg

i L LA R

w O

10

2.
1l

12

1.2

i
13

-
-

13
13

15

21

22
25
26
27
20
28
28
28

Continued overleafl s ssis
























To the Chairman and Members of the
Calne and Chippenham Rursel District Council:

Mr.Chairman, Ladies and Gentlemen,

I hava pleasure in presonting my Annual Report fox the
year 196G,

Compared with the prewvieus year, the birth ryate has
increassd and the death rate decreased. The infent mortality
rate, which can fluectuate widely due to the zwall numbers
involved, has in most years remainad favourebly below the rate for
England and Weles, and has done so again for 1963,

The peri-natal mortality rate gives an indication of the
ante-natal and post-natal care available in the Iural District.
The rate for 1969 is well below that for Bngland and Wales, 4s a
co-opted member of the Maternity Hospitals Commitftee of the
id-Wilts Hospitel Msnagement Committee, I have had first-hand
experience af the execellent co-operation between the hospital pervice,
the family doctor service, and the Wiltshire Coumty Couneil Health
Service. I haw also experienced this in my work as a 3School
Bedical Officer. There are plans to integreie theee three branches
of the health service under one administration, but outeide local
governmert, I am not yet convinced that this will give a better
service to the public in this area, because thore will then be a new
administretive gap between the public health doctors (administerad
by the rew Area Health Board) and the ervirommental health services
and social welfare services (run by the local suthorities).

I vould like to pay tribube to the work of
Br 5.0, VWilliamgon, for meny years Secretary to the Medical Officer
of Health, who regrettably died in October 1969,

1 wish to extend my fthenks to the Council and its officers
for their help and interest during the »ear.

I have the honour to be
Tour obedient Serwvant,
J. R. WRAY,

Kedical Officer of Health.
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REFORT of the MEDICAL

Area (in acres)

Population (Registrar-General's estimate) ...

Humber of domestic premises (Valuation Roll),
31st March 1969
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GESERAL STATISTICS.
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Humber of Council dwellings, as at 3lst Decembar 1969

Bumber of applicants for Council dwellings, a8 at

31st December 19569

Rateable wvalue, as at lst April 1969 ... ..
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Estimated product of Penny Rate, as at lst April 1969

E.

BIRTH AND TEATH RATES.

VITAL STATISTICS.

Birth and Death Rates compared with cother Areas.

(Births and Deaths per 1000 population, standardised®)

Calne and Chippenham Rural District

Wiltshire ;..

England and Wales

3irth Rate:
1968 196
1743 18.9
FICT 176 17«6
PR 1619 16+3

L 35’-338

sve 32,440
8,843
» o 2,087
T e 36‘1

«+»« £ 979,868

saa B 3,955
Death Rate:
1968 1969
119 10s2
109 10T
11+9 BEh

* Comparability figures are supplied to each District

by the Registrar-General.

These teke into account

the varying a.gefsa:;. distribution of the population
in different parts of the country.
to the local rates; they allew a more acourate
comparison to be made between different asreas.

LIVE BIRTHS.

Iﬂgitmﬂtﬁ s w
Illegitimate

When applied

Male: Female: Totala:
el 266 254 520
LI ] L EG 9 Eg
Tatals:— 284 263 549
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d.

STILL BIRTHS AND FERI-NATAL MORTALITY.

Four still births were notificd during 1969, -a decrease of three
from the total notified during 1968, The rate per 1000 total live and

still births is seven. The rate for Bnglend and Wzles, as given by the
Registrar-General, iz thirteen.

Peri-natal mortality means still “irths and deaths under one
weak of age. The rate for the district was sixteen per 1000 total births
(l1ive and still), whereas for England and Wales it was twenty=-three.

THFANT MORTALITY .

Mala: Fumalas Totals:

Tndier cne YeR® .- 0 B0 chadd VR tget e 3 & 8
Under four weecks AR s e e 2 4 &
THAGT RS MEGK . np i e esil SRS Sk Be, 9 o 3 g
Infant Mortality Rate for the District e 15+6 per 1000 liwve births.
Comparative Rate for England and Wales ... 18+@ per 1000 liwe birtha.
IEATHS - ANALYSIS OF CAUSES OF IEATH.
Males Fepale:  Totals:
Tuberculosis of Respiratory System ... .. 1 - 1
Other Tuberculcsis, including late effects 2 = 5
M=lignent Neoplaam, buccal cavity ete. ... 1 = il
Malignant Neoplaam, cosophagus a L b - 3 3
Malignant Nooplasm, stomach  .ee  ses  sun 4 3 T
Mzlignant Neoplasm, intestine ... oo ues 4 2 2
Malignant Heoplasm, lung, bronchus ... ... 9 2 11
Malignant Weopla=m, breast - B &
Maligrnant Neoplasm, uaterus - 1 ¥
Other ¥alignant Neoplasms M S 4 5 10
Diabetes Mallitws:  isa swin smw fidgee aas 3 1 4
Anzemias *E & T 'Er e e e - 1 "y
Other Jiseases of Fervous System efo. ... - 1 i
Chroniz Rheumatic Seart Dissase SN 1 - :
Hypertensive Discase SRRt % A el 2 - g
Ischaemic Heart Disease eee ser  ans  ass 52 13 T
Other forms of Heart Ddocase .0 aos  was | 3 7
Corebrovascular DiseBBE eee  ase  ssn  wsw o 14 23
Dtrer DMesases of Circulatory System e 9 T 1€
TOTIneER swn  soain o chien:  mAih | chwe| s Cais e 2 4
PRaumonla o woe e e anmial RS AR B 15 23
Bronchitis and Enphysela see eor s2s ess 9 2 1l
hAstkma “uw . waw e Ea wan - = a 1
Pertic Ulcer  «ue sue ses  o2s sts  wws 1 - 1
Insestinal Obstruction and Eernia ... +.. 1 - 1
Cirrnosis of Liver sse sew sas  ses ees 1 - 1
ither Discases of Digestiwve Syastem ... «-. 1 1 2
':I"..Fparplasj.s G\f PED.B“!‘.E.‘EE e e e ow o 1 = 1
O=ner Discases of Genito-Urinary System ... 2 2 4
Diseases of Musculo-Skeletal System - 1 i
:Gﬂgﬁnitﬂ-l fnomalies e e e I - 3 3
Birth Injury, Difficult Labour sto. i 2 - 2
(ther Cmuses of Peri-NHetal Mortality s - 3 3
&."ﬂlptﬂmﬂ I.I.l‘.lﬂ I.ll"'m-fiﬂﬂﬂ. mitiﬂnﬂ T = 2 2
Motor Vohicle fecidenmts .ev ses sss  wss T 1 B
A1l other hccidents cve  wss  sas waw  wus 5 1 &
Suicide and Self-Inflicted Injuries boa 1 1 2
111 other External Causes i s 95 _1 s _1
Totala:r- 147 158 255

=



is in previous years, the mein cause of death was lschaemic
(coronary) heart disease. Of the 70 deaths from thia cause, 32 were in
persons aged 75 and over. But whei is unfortunate, is deaths from this
couse in men under retirement age - four were in men under 45 years old,
gix in men aged less than 55, and twelve in men aged under 65. On the
subject of prevention I would like to quote the County Medical Officex
of Health, Dr,C.D.L.Lycett, who wrote in his 1968 inmual Report: "..T%
is good advice, especlzlly to middle-aged uen, to cat moderately, walk
gladly and smoke not at all.."

There were fewer deaths from lung cancer (eleven) compered with
1968 (eighteen), Health education is undertaken in Wiltshire schools to
warn pupils of the dangers of cigorette smecking.

There wes cnly one death from cancer of the uterus, a diascase
which the Cervieal Cytology Clinics aim to prevent. However, there
were eight deaths from cencer of the breast.

At all the Cervieal Cytology Clinies in Wiltshire, examination
of the breasts is carried out at the same session, go women are well-
advised to attend thece clinics, as sarly detection of breast cincer can
lead to complete cure. During the year, leeflets on pelf-examinotion of
the breasgies were issucd free to women's orgenisations.

Deaths fyom motor wehicle accidents were up from five in 1968,
to eight in 1959, Three of the accidents were in boys of the age group
15-24. Perhaps I chould explain that these fatal accidents could have
oceurred anywhere in the British Isles, bub all were residents of the
Rural District.

G INFECTIOUS AND HOTIFIABLE DILSEASH.

o e e e e
. e . ——

The following table gives detoils of ceses of motifiable
disease during the past four years:

1966 ;196 i 1968 1969 |
(a 971:} {:ﬁL}b] - (=) "[b) {a‘.F? (b) |
Tuberculosis i e e i S e o i WD A
Scarlet Fever Lk R e SR L - . B
Whooping Cough 4 I T Cn S 1 e il R o -
Meosles 150 130 350 350 : 45 45 138 138
Dysentery w0 T7 e A | Tt EL e |
Cerebro-Spinal Fever T 9 A e o e v S
Salmonelle Infections 2 2 8 B i 2 24 :| 1
Food Foisoning - - S S = Y =
Infectious Ezpatitis A =00 i By ks g g S0 30
Totals:- | 308 285 I 431 425 . 93 91 ! 195 109
ﬁa} = Numbers originally notified.
b) = Final numbers, after corresction.

by



o cases of poliomyelitis, typhoid fever or diphthexria hawe
ocourred during the four years covered by this table. No cases of
tetanus were notified during the year. (Tetonus cnly became notifiable
for the first time in October 196€). Irmunisation of children agninst
poliomyelitis, diphtheria, tetamms and whooping cough contimes to
protect egninat these fommerly fatal or crippling disaasss.

During the year, port health authorities notified us of the
names and addresses of severnl residents who hod retuwrned from holidays
abroad and been found to hawve been contacts of cases of ftyphoid fever.
Nene of these deweloped the diseasa, but travellers, especially those
going to 3pain, should obtain advice from their family dostor at lesst
two months before departure about the desirability of immunisation
agninet typhoid.

On twe occasions during the year, port heelth authorities
notified ns of fanilies who had returned from a smallpox endemic ares
without having valid smallpox waccination certificates. They were kept
under surveillance until all danger of deweloping the disease was past.
Travellers to anywhere on the north coast of Afrieca should note that they
must obtain smallpox veccination certificetes from their family doctor
before departura.

(a) IFuberculosis.

Four coses were notified during the year. The Public Health
Department investigatew the housing of the fa=mily, and the Chest Fhysician
(assisted by Health Visitors of Wiltshire County Coumcil) follows up
contacta. The Wiltshire County Council offer immunisation protection
againat this disemse to children at sscondary school. The Regional
Chest Radiograrhy Centre at Bristol sends a mobile X-ray van around the
erea which can be used by any of the general public who want a chest X-ray.
This ig aveilable in Chippenham, adjoining the Heeld Hall, from 11 a.m.
to 12 ncon on alternate Thursdayas, and in Calne, at The Strand, from
2.15 p.m. to 3,15 p.m. on slternmate Wednesdeays. Mot only does this
gervice give peace of mind to thousands who are worried about their chees$,
but it also givesg early warning of cancer of the lung, at a stage when i%
gcan be successfully treated.

I am indebied to the 1568 Annual Report of the County Mediesl
Of ficer of Health, Dr.C.D.L.Lycett, for the following figures of perscns
X-rayed by Mnss Rediography in TWiltshire for thet year., Out of 13,204
nembers of the public who attended of their own volition for chest X-ray,
five were found to have tubarculosis and sewven to have early cancer of
the lung. There wers a further 5,583 persons X-royed after being
referred by their family dectors, ¢nd obviously in these people more
capes of diseose were found, but the 13,204 people aforementioned would
probably never have gone to a doctor until it was too late to cure them
or stop them spresding discese. As it was, thirteen thousand one hundred
and ninety-two of them obtained reasssurcnce and peace of mind (and the
other twelve, expert treatment)., Surely this is a service worth paying
fort I make this point because the Department of Health is comsidering
gradual elimination of the Mass Radiography Service - apparently they
consider it does not find enough disesse. This appears to ignore the
gatisfied healthy customners.

(b) ¥hooping Cough.

lio coases were reported during the year. This shows the
continuing importance of immunisation of infants.



(e) Measles.

This shctuld have been an epldemic jyear but less cases than
expected occurred. It is hoped that the immunisation against measles
organised by Wiltshire County Council will continue to reduce this
disease, which can produce wery serious illmessz. Although there is
often & nild reaction a few days after immundisation, this iz a negligible
discomfort to protect against a potentially serious disease.

(d) Dysentery and Food Poisoning.

Scattered cases of mild dysentery occurred throughout the year.
Of the nine cases notified, two wers found not to be dysentexry after
laboratory tests. Also, in the case of an outbreak of four cases of
food poisoning notified, it was concluded after investigation and
laboratory tests that this was not food peoisoning but probably "winter
voniting"” or "epidemic gastro-enteritis”. This ig a common condition
in children and in most casea they have a onc-day illness consisting of
nancea and vomiting, accompanied in some cases by abdoninal painse, alight
fevar and headache. A8 they are nearly always better the folliowing doy,
many people do not inform their family doctor, The cause is undoubtedly
an infectious egont such as a wirua, although extensive leboratory tests
haye naver isolated a germ. There are often epidemics in schools,
particularly boarding schools, end these hoave naturelly led to extensive
investigation.

{e) BSalmonelle Infection.

Thers wag ons case of this infection in & small child in =
village, TParp animalz are often o gsource of infection, and epidemics
hove beon consed by improper and inadequate cooking of frozmen chickeons.
A1l reputable firug that sell frozen chickens now have instructions on
the packets, zdvising the public as to the time and heat for cocking,
Health Inspectors warned catering establishments of the denger of spit-
roaaking ~ a form of cooking in which the centre of the chickem iz not
cocked adequately encugh to kill off germs.

L welcome immovation during the year was that the Divisionzl
Veterinary Officer started the practice of informing me of cases of
salmonella infection diagnosed in farm enimals.

(£) Infectious Feratitis,

Cages poowrred throughout the year, mostly in the Corshom area,
& total of 35 cases being notilied. This cannot be compered with
previous years as the disesse only became notifiable in 1968, Ls 1
stated in last year's report, this is an endeiic disease (i.e. like
measles, it is contimually being spread) and most people obtain immunity
in childhood, often without realising they hawe had it, zs only sewers
cages become jaundiced. So for, laboratories hawve been unable to
parufacture a voceine to give actiwve inmumity againat it.

(g) Influenza,

For technical reasone this is not a notifisble disease, but
the local office of the Ministzry of Sccisl Sscurity informs the Medicel
Officer of Health if there is a sudden rise in the weekly mumber of
clains for sickmess benefit. Logal fapily doctors are requested by our
Public Health Laboratory in Bath to send specimens, and them the type of
influenzs can be identified, In 1969 there was 2 wery sharp epidemie
of "isian-type" influenza in this area, reaching its peak just before
Chriatinas, As ecan be seen from the list of couses of desth, there were
four deaths fron influenna, three being in people sged 65-74 and one in
someone owver 75. Vaceines against influenza need to be altered from
year to year fto taks account of new sirains of the disease, end although
they give protection, they do not gusrantes 100% imunity. They are
usually offerod to key workers such sa police, smbulance staff, nursing
and mediecal staff, and by family dostors to elderly persons suffering
from chest or heart conplaints.

=B



(h) Brucellosis.

dlthough this disease is not notifinble, it does occur
occasionally in man. It is caused by the sape germ that causes
zbortion in cattle and can be contracted by contect with infected enimals
or by drinking infected milk. The Public Health Departuent take reguler
samples of raw nmilk and all were negative for brucellosis in 1969.
However, until this disease is elininated fron esttle, which will teke
nany years, I would strongly adwise the public not to buy raw untreated
milkk or, if they do, to boil it first. Pasteurised milk is quite safe.

Before concluding this section on infectione disease, I should
like to expresz my sincere thanks to Dr.Paml Mann, the Director of the
Publie Health Laboratory, Bath, whose enthusiastic help and sound advice
hags played a vital part in our infecticus disease control.

Finally, the prevention of =0 mich infectious disease depenis
on the immunisation ecarried out by family doctors end c¢linics, and this
work is directed and paid for by Wiltshires County Council.

(i) Ioounisstion end Vaceinetion.

I am grateful to Dr,C.D.L.Iyecett, the County lediecal Officer
of Health, for the following astatistica on immunisaticn:

;‘ P f 1 119601954 Dthems
Year of Birtke- 19-59;1955 1‘9‘5? 1955 1‘?65 to : o under
i i ; :|.?£:Jl 1959 16

Digh. | 1921791 19 i
Wh.C. | 187:176] 8]

Fin 2o X
immuni sations Tet's.i 192: 179! 19: 3 1 ]3 E' 13
2 §
g

completed during 1969:

4 HRe=Veccinations

Meas. =i 441160: 6 36: 83 68 -

Polic.} 188 209 { 30| 13 i

Rointozoing mac |31 0 Lme) an) nl e el

i An ] iisr- Tat'a. FioJorngied an 9 Al S0

= == Folio. -i 65189 : 17: 93 219; 17 3
A qu & .. e ...............Hﬂnt‘a.l:.l.g.! ------- .E 'I..'EE:-!:'-s :

- i i C-3 {36 :6-9 ;9-12] 1 :2-4 {5-15

Snallpox Vaccinations i e St et T Tt | Tt

——

D. WATER SUPFLIES.

I an indebted to Mr.C.R.Fhillips, the Eaginser to thas Horth
Wilts Water Board, for a comprehensive report, much of which has been
included in the attached report of the Chief Public Hanlth Inspector.

There iz good co-operation between the Public Health Department
and the Water Boord. If uwnsatisfectory semples are obtained, the results
are telephoned through from the Fublic Health Laboratory, and the Engineer
is then informad. After the necessery action has been ocarried out by the
Water Board, repeat sanples are teken bty the Public Health Department.

-G



Medical exeminations of the Board's eaoployees ave undertoken by genaral
practitioners in contract with the Board, and the ¥edical Qfficer of
Health advises on their suitability for eaployment.

Fluoride cceurs naturally in gquantities from 0+4 to 0«8 paris
per million in the water obtained fron the daep borehole sources, but
it is usually absent in water cbtained from shallow wells and apring
sources. It is my clear inpression, frop exarminations, that children
born in arcas where there is naturally oceurring fluoride in the water
have far better teeth than those raised in areas where the water is
lacking in fluoride. These clinical inpressions aTe supperted by
nucercus scientific reports, the latest of which wes a government
survey of the results of eleven years of flucridation. This report was
cireulated o all members of the Couneil and I was therefore naturally
disappointed when the Couneil, by a majority vote, decided not to
recommend to Wiltshire Cowmty Council that flucride should be added to
water supplies that are deficient in it. However, I was not surprised,
as I have not yet detected a massive public demand for this measure.
Yhis is 2 challenge for heelth eduwcation.

4 veport of the World Health Orgenisstion that was issued in
1969 recormends all countries to introduce fluoridation of water supplies.
To guote from the report:-

", . ..Dentzl caries is cne of man's most prevalent chronic
diseases, affecting people of 211 ages in all countries.

1, ...Fluoridation does not eradicate dental caries but
substantially reduces its prevalence and incidence. Best
results are seen in children who have consumed flucridated
water since birth, as they generslly have loss than half
the number of dental cawvities that they would otherwise
have had. -rttrl_l

EB. SETRBAGE AND STTACE DISPOSAT.

————mme e mmm——

I an grateful to Mr.Langley-Jones, Engineer and Surveyor,
for the following information:-

(a) South-Eastern Area.

This schene, to serve the Parishes of Calne Without, Cherhill,
Compton Bassett and Heddington, is expected to be approved by the
Ministry of Housing end Loceal Government., The catinated cost im E£266,255,
4s part of this schene, negotiations are almost coaplete for the
acquisition of the Conpton Bassett Sewage Works.

(b) Corshan.

The Ministry have authcorised Stage I of the Corshan Sewerzge
Schene, consisting of relief sewers and improvenents to the Thingley

Sewage Works.

(¢) North-Eastern Area.

The Council have agreed to accept the foul weter droinagm
from the Motorwey Service Aves at Leigh Delanere into the North-Eastern
Sewercge area. The scheme involves an cutfall sewer to Sutton Benger
whieh will pernit drainage of the Stanton villages. The overall cosi
of the scheme is estinated =t £91,630 and the nett ouvst to the Council
at‘ 547:-130-

(d) Burton.

A sewerage scheme for Burton is being prepered.
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F. EMISING.

I would like to quote from the Annual Report for 1968 of
Dr.F.J.G.Lishman, the Madieal Officer of Hzalth for the Rural District
of Balisbury and Wilton, on the subject of housing.

"...:More than ever now, after over fourteen yeers' work

in this part of England, I am convinced that, given adequate
food and healthy water to drink, there is no other factor,
either on the sanitary (environmental) side or among the
numercus 'personal medical services' that can equal 'housing'
as a means of either prometing or undermining health...."

I have quoted hinm becauss I agree with him, and he is more
experienced than I am.

I would like to congratulate the Calne and Chippenham Rural
District Council on being the most progressive Ccuncil in the housing
field that I have lmown. HNot only do the Coungcil allocate a very
fair proportion of Council housing o the socislly inadequate, the
pliysically handicapped. and the elderly, but also they have taken the
full cpportunitiss offered to them by their powers under the Housing Acts
to encourage the improvenent and modernisation of old properties. The
1969 Housing Act allows greatly increased discretionary improvement
grants, but as the Act did not become operational until the latter part
of the year, the housing statistics in the Chief Public Eealth Inspector's
report do not reflect the great increese that is now teking place in
housing improvement, This will be reflected in the 1970 repoxt,

I an grateful to Mr.0.J.Baugh, the Council's Housing Manager,
for the following informetion:-

STATISTICS.

(1) HNo. of applicants on list at 3lst December 1969 ... ... «:a 364

(2) HNo. of applicants for retirement accommodation included
irl. (l] Ebﬂ"fﬂ N - - e [ ) "Ew e L LR L 115

{3) ‘Hei of applicmnts meNonged . e sesqeia, sam fass ises S ENEY
(4) Evicted families:
{a) HNc. brought to notice Pas  mea maa  mEs  wes  aes 1T
(b)) Bo. Beboussd _ ssi ses  wms  abe ewi wwe et RN
(5) Ho. of units of sccommodation built and cccupied during 1969:

(a) By the Council: Houses waal paa eamo. 28
F'].f.-ta 'R 'R R 8@ =
RL‘tiI‘EmEIlt- b‘mﬁﬂ-lm CRC ] = LR EE'

{b} BF Primtﬁ ElntﬂrFrim LR LR} LR ] LN ] LR LU 194
(6) No. of Council dwellings, as at 31st December 1969:
Permanent see  wes 2023
Tﬂmpﬂr&fy [ - a Ei LN E'CET

HE-IEVELOPMENT OF W.RTINE BUNGALOW ESTATES.

Further progress wes made with the clearance of wartime
bungalows from the Community Centre Estate at Corsham. At 3lst December,
only twenty occupied ones remained, and it was estimated that these would
be ecleared by 3Ilst March 1970.
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Twenty-eight three-bedrocued houses equipped with "Visaire"
oil-fired centrel heeting were completed at Beachfield Road, and
conatructicon of sixteen retirenment flets at Brunel Close was cormenced.
These were being provided with "Electricaire" central heating, an slam
cnll gystem, and a part-time warden on the telephons.

HOUSING APPLICATION LIST AND FUTURE HOUSING PROGRAMIE.

The number of applicants for housing accommodation on the 1list
at 3lst December showed an increase of 14% on the figure at the
corresponding time the previous year. This was due partly to a
strengthening of demand for accommodation in the Calne area, and partly
to the fact that all eveilable units of zccommodation in the Corshanm
arga were used to re-house tenants of wartinme bungnlows.

Having regord to the fact that me-dewvelopment of the wartine
bungalow sites was neering conpletion, it was considered thet with the
provision of some additional units of retirvement accoimodation, the number
of casual vacancies = obout 90 per yeer - would be sufficient to meet the
noeds of the district.

Bubject to finaneial econsideretions, it was therefore decided
that the Couneil's futurs housing programme would be as follows:-

1970/71: No new building.

Conversion and Improvement Schemes:

Corsham: 7-10, Cross Keys.
15-17, High Street.
Brephill: Ivy Cottagze, East Tytherten.
19TlfT2= Casgtle Combe: 20 units of zZccomodation ab

Thitegates, to replace
wartime bungelows.

Yatton Eeymell: 4-6 zetirement bungelows.
Box: Retirenment accommodaticon.

1972/73: Corshan: A grouped dwelling on the
Copmunity Centre Estate.

G. OTHER MATTEHS.

FOOD AND DRUGS ACT 1955,
FACTORIES ACT 1951,

Details of servieces, and information required, under the
above dcts, will be found in the attached report of the Chief Public
Hzalth Inspector,

CIVIL TEFENCE.

In the event of wnr the Bural Distriect Couneil is required
to bring into cperaticn a loecal organisation to deal with emergency
conditions, Meanwhile, 'Community Advisers' from every village are
being given extensive studies on the problems likely to be faced.

I prepared draft papers on the subject of 'maintenance of health!,

and a great deal of this was incorporated into the officiel study of
the subject.

=]9=



3.

do

S

Ba

NATIONAL 4SSISTANCE {AMENIMENT) 4CT 1951,

The Couneil has delegated to the Medieal Cfficer of Health its
power under this Act to apply Lo a magistrate for an order for admission
to hospital, in an encrsency, of a person suffering from grewve chronic
discnge who is not receiving proper medical care and attention. It is
very rercly necessary for this power to be inwoked as usually when there
is a request from & family doocter for somecne to be persuaded to go into
hospital, their consent is eventually cbtained, Howewer, during the year
it wes necesasary to obtain a magistrate's order in one case where the
person concermed was too grawvely Fli to understand the wrgent necessity of
hoaspital sdoission.

TELFARE OF THE AGED.

The cere of the aged and of the handicepped comes under the
Wiltshire County Council eervices, but it is often officers of the Pabliec
Health Department who first come across people in need of their sexrvioes.
I therefore walcome the nonthly seetings that I hawve with the Avea
Welfare fficer, ag this gives an opportunity to exchenge information.
In certain cases it moy be poseible to recommend Courncil housing on
medical grounds,

The Mealg-cn-Whools sarvice is an admirable one run by
voluntary organisetions. In Corsham it is run by the Women's Rojyal
Voluntary Service fhf:lp-::d by membera of other organisations such aa the
British Red Cross Society). In rural areasg it is difficult to extend
the service due to lack of wolunteers and transport. A schepe by the
Wiltshire Cownty Council Welfare Service may overcoms &t least the
transport difficulty - this is a 'Help your Neighbour' scheme whereby a
emall sum is peid for each meal a neighbour is willing to cock and
deliver to an elderly perscn in need of this service.

ARTHRITIS AITD RHETMGTISM COUNCIL.

The Arthritis and Bheumatiem Council is concerned with research
inte these crippling conditions and a locael branch has been started in
Chippenham. Interested persons should contact the Secretaxry,
Mr,L,Robinson=-Thurefield, of 68 Park Lane, Chippenhan.

CLINICS .

I an indebted to the County Medical Officer of Health,
Dr.CeDuL.Lycett, for the following information regarding sessions held
at the main Wiltshire County Council Clinies in the area:

[:u.:l Chippenhans: Health Cliniec, Goldney Avenue, Chippenham.
Telaphone No. Chippenhan 3184,

Cervienl Cytology:

Child Health Clinie
and Welfare Foods:

Child Guidance Clinicss:
Chircpody Clinice:
Dental Clinice:

Fenily Planning Clinics
(F.P.hsscciation)s

Mothereraft Classea:
Orthopasdic Clinics:

Hemedinl Exercises:

2nd and 4th Fridays, 2.15-4 p.o.

Every Tuesday, 2=4 p.d.

E"?E:Iﬂ" Ihurﬂd&.}", 2-"“- Dalls

Every 3rd Fridey (Immunisation Clinie),
2=4 Ppam.

Every Tuasday, 9.30 a.m.
Arranged by appointment ag required.
Daily - by appointment.

Every Monday, 6,.30-9 p.o.
3rd Priday, 9.30-11 o.o.

Every Uondsy, 2,30-4 p.o.

Every Wednosday, 10,30 a.m.- 12.30 p.n.
lst Friday, s.n., alternate montha.

Every Tuesdey, 9.45 a.m. to 12 noon.
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BEPORT of the CHIFF FURLIC HEALTH IKSFECTOR

To the Chairman and Me=bers of the
Calne and Chippenham Bural District Council:

Mr.Chairman, Ladies and Gentlemen,

I have the honour and pleasure to make my twentieth
oontribution to the Anmual Report of the Medical Officer of Health and
to deseribe in some deteil the activities of the Fublic Health
Department during 1969.

Public Clesnsing Service.

It has been a year of asteady progresss in the improvement of
environmental conditions in the area. Unfartunately, no finality has
been reachzsd in the provision of the essential joint refuse disposal
facilities by a Consortium of Locel Authorities which have been under
discussion since 13564.

£ Consultents! report, which set out four alternative
proposals for consideration, was presented to the Council in July, and
it was finally decided to proceed with a scheme which would enable
refusa from the undermenticoned fiwve suthorities, plus industrial waste,
to be treated by continuous incineration. The anthorities which fom
the Consortium are:-

Eradford-on-Avon Urben Distriet Council
Calne Borough Counecil

Calne and Chippenhan Bural Digtriect Couneil
Chipperhem Borough Counedl

Trowbridge Urban District Council.

A fuarther epproach was also mede to the Melksham Urban
District Council and Bradford and Melksham Bural District Council, to
establish whether these authorities would be interested in joining the
scheme ,

A meeting of the Consortium was held on the 3rd December 1969,
when the Consultents presented an addendum to their earlier report.
In this report it was reco.mended that a plant of T tons per hour
throughput would prove the most economic solution. This would operate
on & two shiftv per dsy, Five day working week, which accorded with the
advice of the hinistry of Housing and Local Government. The plant
would be capsble of dealing with industrial waste, but as Melksham
Urban Distriet Council and Bradford and Melksham Rural Distriet Counecil
had decided mot to join with the Consertium, no provision had been made
in the T-tons plant to deal with refuse from those authorities.

Subject to each constituent authority ratifying the approval
of the Consortium, an applicetion for lean sanction would be made to
the Ministry of Housging amd Locel Govermment in the sum of £596,000 for
a plant having a capacity of 7 tons per hour throughput.

An immedigte decisicn on this project is wital, otherwise
this Council is going to have to face a problem of lack of tipping
space, unless some wiforeseen tipping faecility materialises in the
meantime .
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Work Study.

The Consultants engaged to carry out a work study of the
Buildings, Public Cleansing, and Sewerage Departments have been working
on their proposals but, by the end of the year, no preliminary report on
any of the services was ready for consideration by the Council.

Hous and Hous Improvemen

The Housing Act 1969 became law in sugust and a detailed
report on its main provisicons was presented to the Couneil,

The main purpese of the Aot is to encousage owners to improve
their houses and to give local authorities power to improve the
environment of houses in an “improvement area". In addition to their
present authority for dealing with unfit houses, it gives local
authorities power to require houses needing substantial repeirs to be
brought up to a reasonable standard of fitneass, regardless of whether
or not they era wnfit for human habitation.

The Aot places a duty on local authorities to cause their
district to be inspected from time to time in order to determine whet
action to take in performing their functions under the Housing Acts.

As the information on the condition of house properties kept
in the effice was somewhat out of date and counld not be relied upon to
produce the ctatistics reguired by the Housing Aet 1969, I recommended
the Council to institute a survey of all properties with a rateable
value of £56 or less.during the next fiwe years.

The purpose of the survey would be toi=

{a) determine general improvement areas

[h} identify propertiss not provided with some or all
gtandard amenities:

(c) ascertain the state of disrepair of habitable dwellingsj

(d) reveal unfit houses not capsble of repair at reasonable
eXpense .

It wag further decid¢d to proceced with this survey parish by
parish, begimning with Stanton St.Quintin, on which a report on the
initial survey would be presented in Jamuary 1970,

Improvement Grants.

There are now three kinde of grants - improvement grants,
standard grants and special grants.

Under previous legislation, the maximum discretionary grant
was £400, except under certain exceptional cirecumstences; this has
now been raised to £1,000 and the contrel conditions attached to such
grants have been removed. It is now possible to allow certain
repairs and the replacement of obsclete fittings to rank for grant,
tut under no circumstances may more than 5{% of the approved aXpense
relate to such work.

Standerd granta ere mandatory and amendments have been meds

to such grants so thet now it is poseible to cobtain up to E£200 towards
the installation of the following facilities:=-
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{E.} A fixed bath or ghomer ... o aw £30

{(b) Hot ond cold water supply te fixed
bath or shower e sas daw 3w £45

{ﬂ} Wash-hand basin BEE mEE . dEE o £1C

(d) Hot and cold water supply to
wﬂ.a:h-h.ﬂ-;ﬂ.d h&ﬂiﬂ 88 ®E# E ] LR mn

{e‘} m & & 8 & - s s " Ew . e LRI | £15

(f) Hot and cold water supply to sink... £30

{g] Wator slonst .ss  aan . foefal el  Gatd £50

Where it iz neceassary to install a septic tonk syatem, or
build on a new bathroom structure, or bring = piped water supply inte

a house for the first time, an "extended" standard grant may be glven,
up t0 & paxicon of £450,

Spceizl Granta.

Special grants are new and discretioncry. They are payable
for the improvement of houses in multiple occcupation by the provision
of standard amenitiss, but there will be little demand for this form of
grant in this distriet, for very few dwellings are in multiple
occupation.

Fanancial Rffect of Increasged Grants on this Counecil.

The local effect of the inerease in the meximum grant, the
extension of grant to some items of repair, amd the greater incentive
to soek grantsg, is diffienlt to estimate, but it has been recommendad
that the total expenditure of £24,000 for the finaneial year 1968/9
be increased to £3B,000 for the coming financial year. The
axperience gained in 1970 will indicate the success or otherwiae of
the Housing Act 19689, but in my view these mere generous grants will
result in an increasing number of applications being received, making
it necessary for the Council to increase ita amnual contribubion
towards improvement grants.

Average Amounts of Grants Paid.

The wndermentioned stofistics may be of intersst to the
Council for they rewveal how fzirly consistent the average grants have
been for the period 1966-1969.

There is evidence howsver, that building prices will rise
substantially during 1970 owing to wage increases and rising costs of
materials, but I suspect that the more generous grants will mlso
influence the tenders submitted by building contractors.

Average of:-
Discroticpaxy Geants:  Stendard Gronfs:
1966 £349 £177
1967 £3TT £176
1968 £382 £170
1969 £368 £154

Rents of Improved Dwellings.

The Housing Act 1969 makes provision for controlled
tenancies to be converted to regulated ones where the dwelling
qualifies for standard or discretionary grant, Copies of the grant
application are sent to the tenant and, when the acheme has been
checked, a Certificate of Provisional Approval is sent to the
landlord.
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The Bent Officer fiwes a "fair rent" after consultation
with the landlord and tenant, and the tenant's written agreement is
then required before the improvements ecan be sterted. On satisfactory
completion of the works, the Council issues a Qualification Certificate
to the landlord, enabling him to increase the rent by the specified
amount .

A similer procedure will come into force in 1971/2 for
dealing with rent controlled dwellings which, when this Act came into
force, were of the required standerd and were not subject 4o conditions
attached to improvement grants.

Housing Slum Clearance.

A modest apount of slum elearance work has been undertzken
durines th~ year ani reported to the Couneil. TFortunately, the = are
vorv fow complet Ty unfat houses within the Bural Ddatrict, sithough
there are many siill in need of modernis.tion and repsir. Such
properties will pe brought to light by the survey to be undertaken
during the next fiwe years,

Our limited surwveys of unfit houses hawve revealed that these
properties are predominantly occupied by elderly people who are
reasenably happy to continwe in occupation of such properties, let at
very low, uneconomic rents.

Thers was an unusuzl reaction by an osmer to the roubins
inapaction of an old cottoge when the tenant wag offered Couneil
accommodation. The owner was &gainst accepting an improvement grant
on principle, and his principles also prevented him from selling the
cottaze becauss it was wnfit. Discussion failed to move him from hia
viewpoint and at ccngiderable loss to himself he gave the cottage and
land to the Council. The property is to be reconditioned and
modernised for occupation by & Council tenant. The wviewpoint of the
owner may be baped on irrational thinking but it hes to be admived;
his like are few and far between.

Carzavan Sites Ack 1968 - Gynsy Encanpments.

Section 6 of this Act makes it a duty of a County Council;
County Borough, or London Borough, to exercise their powers undex
Section 24 of the Caraven Sites and Control of Development Act 1960
to provide caravan sites, 8o fer as pey be necessery to provide
adequate sccommodation for gypesies residing in or resorting to their
area., It isg the County Council's duty tn determine what sitee are
required and to acquire the necesgary land, and it is the responaibility
of digtriet coumeils to provide and maintain carwvan sites and to meke
such reasonable charges as they may determine, The County Council must
then reimburse the district counecils if their reasonable expenditure
exceeds receiphbs.

I am still without eny knowledge of the County Council's
propoeals in comnection with this need.

There 18 no permanent gypsy carevan problem in this diatrict
but a seasonal problem exists during spring and autumn when gypsies
and fallow traieliers are pasging through the district or making a
temporary &tey on common land and roadside verges for periods of from
one to two weeksy, It is usually our gxperience to find thesde areas,
on vacation, strewn with litter ete. and complaints are received of
trespass and damage on adjoining land.

Coravan Sites and Control eof Development Aot 1960:
Construction of M.4 Motorwey.

Paregraph 9 of the First Schedule of this Act gives
exemption from licensing conditions to tuilding and engineering works
where land is used as & caraven site which forms part of or adjoins
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land on which building cor cnginsering operations are carried on, if
that use is for the occupation of a person or persons employed in
connection with the said operztions.

This exemption has caused the Public Health Department
gome trouble in relation to the large caravan eite established at
Stanfon S5t.Quintin by contractors engaged on the construction of the
M.4 motorwsy passing through the Rural District. The site has
cenzed problems associoted with refuse disposal, sanitary accoumodation
and general nygiene.

Bome of these diffieulties wara overcome, but we experiesnced
congiderable trouble in establishing conbact with menagement with
gufficient authority or interest effectively to control and supervise
the various activities on the site. TWhen contact was made with
management at the right level, co-operstion was more forthcoming and
there is now mach better liaison betwsei. site operators and curselves.

Summary oi Fublic Health Visits.

I have changed the headings under which visits are recorded,
in an sttempt to give more mesring to the summary, A "visit" may
take several hours or only o few mimites, and the reason for visiting
may not always fall easily into any category, 8c this summary is only
of limited value, MNeverthelsss it will, I hope, give & broed
piecture of the changes from year to year in work done by the department.

These pubiic health achievements result from the combined
efforts of every member of the Fuclic Health Department in conjunction
with officers and staff of other departments, and encouraged and
supported by the Council. I would like to express my thanks to
everyone for their assistance in improving environmentzl conditions
in the Rural Distriect,

It has been & particular pleasure for me to work in such
close harmony with Dr.Wray in his first full year es Medical Qfficer
of Hemlth to the Council.

I have the honour Lo be,
Mr.Chairmen, Lodies anf Gentlemen,

Your cbedient Servant,
H. J. TAYLOR,

Chief Public Health Inspector.
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SUMMARY OF PUBLIC HEALTH INSPECTORS' VISITS DURING 1969.

Fublic Health.

Investigations into complaints of rmisance due tor-

premises prejudicial to health .. see  wes 5
keeping of animals AEE R EEs | B maw 46
acoupmlations or deposibs see  aas wue  sas 35
atmespheric Ppollubion .see ses ans  are bes i
ﬂl:?iEE e e P ssa wmaaw *am e o w 1‘D
ﬁt!her causes s W E @ e s o & EE 53-
General inspection of district for nuisances .uv ses ses aes 57
Re-vigite concerning NUASONCEE ses  sss  ses  are  wee  wer  sew 13
Wigits re:- WTETe RADEIEL o it e aik e ealate i R E58
ganitary surveys and sewer connectiona 320
sther dopastic drainsge mMAEEETS cor sse s 177

l-ﬂ.nd. dﬂjﬂﬂb"ﬂ [ TR L LR LR ® s 103
M&ﬁtiﬂuﬂ l'liSEH-ﬁE LRI - CRCEE LRI LR | 103'

treat-ent of infested premised ... sse sus 96
Ingpections ofi- private caraven sites ... ses wsa ssa oass 121
Coned]l carsven 8itelE ..i:  wis  san  sas e 234
m.ﬁl mpﬂ BEE ey LR L L T L :LE
public convenlences ... srs  osas o sea owms 116

Other public hoalth calls and Te-visits  sse  cos  sis  sas sas 291

Housing.

Honses inspected under Publie Health ActS sce  ses  ass  sas  saa 40
Re-vigits to the above HOUSES  «u:  wwe sas asm  ses  aas 20

Houses inspactad undey Houeing Act8 ... wvs sse anr  ass  sas 62
Re-vizits to the above houses WAL N R ey R e T5

Houses ingpected for overcrowding . mma Cwiaw e mea -
Re-vigits to the sbove houSEs .o sus ses  aws  swe  wus -

Hopseg inspacted Te Improvements:.. s see ses wrr  sss ses 131
Re-vigits to the above houses R BT A M e R 208

eGP a N Al VENCEE e e aee mwe RaE wwn wed aa 35

Food and Ta .

Inspections of :- DEXEhCUBEE sow  vse wew  waw  wes  mew  wws 28
Litelers) Bhopa’ dui e awa  sms  osael e a
canteens; cafam, et ssd  can s sea sew 44
dairies and milk distributors Eracal Rl e 10
friad fish BHOPE see  sas  ses  ses  wes  ass 4
grocers and pgenersl stoTes cav ase  sss ses 49
Ticenoed DEEREEOH. ax ses  san  sah  saa . wad T4
poultry pocking stations R e o T 125
stalls, wehicles, ete. SE e B e 4
other food PI‘emiEEE 8w B s e o w e w A0
Follow=up vigits to the above premisec e e R L Wk 12
Complainta investigated T ot Ly m i aaa WG e 13

Other Food aend Drugs visite end re-visdts suoe  wew sss  sws  ses 48
Ganeral.

Offices, Shops &2nd Reilway Fremises Act:-

gener2l ingpections T e P 2
other ingpechbionB. .. cve was ass  ass s a
-FMtoz.iea ﬁetl- "-"iﬂitﬂ tu fﬂ-ﬂtﬂriEE LR F LR L CRC ] .?PD
visits to cutworkers' premises ... cer ses -
Visits re:- rodenteeontEel. iil soae ews e omee s 60

litter and sbandoned wehicles .o wue  wua 335
refuse and salvage collection ... .. .. 173
refuse disposal .o swer s ass  sEs wwa 114

mtmlem liﬂﬂﬂsiﬂg L LR L AL ] e LR LR 53
mﬂﬁelmms "l"iﬁitﬂ L & moa -mw e LR - LR RO EC] 51
44412






e

2

Lis FURTIC EEALTH - GEMERLL.

DRATHAGE .
(a) Sewer Comnections,

The Gastardﬂdnleys sewer extension was completed early in
1969, and of €6 properties which could be served, 51 have been connected
to the sewer end 9 have satisfactory septic tanks. It is proposed to
deal with the romeining & properties during the coming year.

The dardentmish scheme came into uge during the year, and by
December all properties except four had been connccted. OF these, two
are to be connected by the Couneil, in lieu of compensation for
disturbance in sewer-lsying. In the are- served by this sewer, wirc 50
properties, of which 43 are connected to the Council's sewexr and 3 to
the Chippenham Borough sewers.

(b) Sampling of Effluents from Sewsge Disposal Works,

411 sampling of effluents from the Council's sewage disposal
works is arranged by the Engineer and Surveyor and carried out by the
Council's Chemiat at the Thingley Sewage Dispopal Works.

(e) Iand Droinsge Aot 1961,

A complaint from two farmers at Corsham, of pollution in a
brock Tunning through their land, was investigoted, and "outting oil"
was found to be enfering the brock from the surfzce water system at
Leafis'!d Tradiag Estate. LA detailed survey of this system, most of
which was installed during the last wer, was made end the trouble
traced to the swarf storage bay at one of the factordies on the Estate.
Extensive icprovements were made to the storage arrangements and an
interceptor put into the dranin; this appeoars to have cured the trouble.

Complaints of oil in the brock et Box occur fairly regularly.
One of the worst sources has been eliminated but other periodic
discharges are very difficult to pin doen.unleee there is heawy
pollution. There are so meny points at which a small guantity of oil
could gain access to a brook of this sort.

I am pleased to report that work started at the end of the
year on the watercourse from Swalletts Farm to Ridgeway and The Bourne,
at Chrisgtian Halford. The exacution of this improvement scheme is= the
culpinetion of years of attempts vo deal with complaints of its foul
aondition. ILaying the public sewer relisved the watercourea of
househeld drainage from 2 number of cottages which had for many years
discharged into it, and mpede it pu-gible then to perusade the various
owners to clean out amd re-grade the watercourse.

FUBLIC COBVENIEHCES.

It waz a disappointment not to be sble to report the
constmetion of the mch-needed new conveniences at Iacock and Corshan
but it is understcod that the one for Iacock, at leest, will be
commenced early in 1970. The present conveniencea are old and have
passed the end of their useful lives, They are more difficult to
keep clean than modern premises and a number of complaints are
received from the public - with justification.

The other public comveniences at Box, Castls Combe and
Colerne, have been satisfactorily maintained.
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WATER SUFFLIES.

Llmost 211 the water supplied to this district is provided
by the North Wilts Weater Boord, with the Bristol Waterworks supplying
o small arez at Burton. The Buxted Chicken Company obitains water from
its om borehcle for the poultry packing station at Sutton Benger.

(a) Adeguecy of Suppl.=s.

The remaining properties at Clevancy and in the Hither Pamn
ereg2 of Pewshon were connected to the extension mains which were laid
logt year,

Mo compleints of shorteges or deficiencies in suprlies were
received during the year.

(b) Private Supplias.

One cottage in Colne Without was found to have an
ungsatisfactory supply of well water and was connected to the mains.

i1l but ome of the unsstisfactory samples were taken from
various points on one priveate supply, which has now been improved to a
reasoncbly satisfectory stondard. A very bad sanple was obtained from
a shallow well serving a cotizge neer Stanton 5t.Quintin. Connection
of this cottzge to the moins will be relatively expensive and for it to
boe done economicaslly will require the co-operation of the owner of the
adjoining fields; this has not yet been cbtained.

(e) Contamination.

The ogcurrence of suspect samples from mains supplies has,
exeept in the cose of Nettleton, not followed any regular pattern and on
re-gsampling, after notification to the Water Bosrd, samples have been
gsatiafectory.

The Mettleton supply is not a wvery good one and when it has
to be brought into use in late summer to augnment supplies, causes a
certain amount of discolouration in the water, dus to the flow of water
in pipes in the loeczlity being reversged. This year there has also been
g definite pattern of peoor bacteriological results coinciding with the
introduction of this supply. There is probebly little more that can be
done beyond flushing cut the meins and watching chlorinstion, but this
gourcs will receive closer attenmtion in the futurs.

A0 r for Bacteriologi enden ingtlon.
d) lines for Ba logieal and Ch 1 Exami i

Senplesa of trected water, as supplied to consupers, ore taken
by the Pablic Heclth Depertient for bacteriologicol exmninntion at the
Public Health Laboratory, Msnor Hospital, Both.

Weeldy samples are taken from houses supplied directly from
the medin sources and from verious points to give comprehensaive coverage
of supplies throughout the distriet.

The monthly sauples are taken from pleces at the ends of
maiing, or as a ncheck on supply areas between the weekly sampling points.

Untreated water is no; sempled by this Department, these
gempleg being talken by the Horth Wilts Water Booard. The Weter Board
also takea its own check samples at conaumer sapply points.

A suomary of the reports on all samples ie glven in the
following sub-gections,
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(1) Analysis of Reports on S

amples taken for

Bacteriological Expanination by this Department.

1

‘Batisfactorys Suspect | Thsetisfactory
é : (Non-facecal: (faccal-type
i i poliforms ! coliforms
present): | present):
Weekly Samples:
Bristol Waterworks: Burton 42 2 1
Calstone supply: Theobalds Green 47 1 -
Cherhill " Yate sbury 45 4 -
Chippenham " Bowden Hill 45 2 =
L It Fivewzys 38 1 -
Goodshill Ik Velley Hill 44 1 3
Hodbourne ] Stenton S5t.8uintin 43 1 -
Washwells n Box E!.!El.rkﬂt Place) 44 3 -
Widdenhan " Hox (Bargates) 42 5 -
Mixed sources: Castle Combe 43 4 = i
Chrigtian Malford 44 1 1
Colerne 49 - -
Corshor (Bath FRoad) 45 1 -
Hilmarton : 43 2 -
Marshfield Reservoir 45 2 -
Nettleton (Horsdown) ! a4 5 2
Weat Kington 47T 2 =
Monthly Samples: Compton Bassett 12 - -
Drayecot Corne 12 - -
East Tytherton 12 1 1
Foxhan 12 = -
Grittleton 11 2 -
Heaton 12 - -
Totals of Sanples takent
Public supplies o h oA o o 811 40
Private supplies F e e e Tua el T 2

(ii) Sampling by the North Tilts Water Board.

The Enginser to.the Water Board has kindly supplied the

following informatiou.

General,

Wo suhshtantial changes hayve cceourred in the arrangement of
the water supplies of the North Wilts Vater Board during this year.
The Board's supplies are cbtained generally from underground sources in
limeatene acguifers, having relatively abundant storage facilities and
providing water of a high standard of purity, sultable for public suppliesa.
The water is hard in character (between 150 and 360 parts-per-million

total hardness).

Bacteriological Examination of Samples

teken from Consumer Supply Points.

Under the year of review, 1398 samples from consumers' points

of supply were examined. 0f thesei-

1327 were satisfactory, ha-ing eoliform counts of less than 1
58 were reported to haw coliform counts of 1=2

13 had coliform counts of 3 or more.
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Bocteriological Examination of
Intreated Water from Sources.

Similar supervisory work is done rsgularl . with untreated
waters from the Board's sources, end in the past year the results were
a3 followsi-

6T4 samples of ray water were submitted.

Excellent: Coliform ccm:ut of lase then 1 ... 484
E&tlﬂfﬂ-ﬂtml E H L 1""3 e w & W 112
Suspiciouss n " " 4=10 O e 39
Uneatisfactory: n L " mora than 10 ... 39

Samples excellent and satisfactory, 88%%.

Typical Chemical sea of Raw Waters.

i . Bource and Date:
Ehlppanha.,a Rnﬁhuurn& Cha.rlt.un : Calstmm '?iddnnhm:
' Borehols | Bﬂmhﬂlﬂ- Borehole g Springs ; Springs
£ '19,11,69 ; 16,7.69 | 22,10.69 ' 16,4,69 | 18.6.69

Colour P eoleman b oomaa T Es1 T SOeT

Odeonr FA A . | : il i Nil
Free GOs (psp.m. 2 P38 CF 1 1 TEy 1 an N
Chloride " 49 s 48ee F oo23:0 4 s 13SaeIR RS
Hardness i i 3800 i 30weol! o890 | 3ED NS
Carbunates 1 Yor 275 @ Sasseilasegam | 2Fn i
Nen-Carbonates ! (= T - - 50 .. g8
Witrate Nitrogen 5 : 0,3 i Ded i 25 S T R
Hitrite Witrogen( i Abpent @ Absent : Absent sbzent ! Absent
Oxygen ibsorbed ( ™ )i 0,30 ; 0.00 § 0.00 0.00 ! 0.00
Alb,Witrogen " )i 0,02 { 000 i 0.20 0.10 : 0.00
Metals " . Absent | Absent : Absent | lbsent ! Absent
Fluoride o i 015 1 0.7 i 0.4 Lessthan | 0.2
i i 0.1 i

Chlorination of all sources is practised with the aim of
obhtaining ¢hlorine residuals at all consumers' points of supply of
between 0.1 and 0.3 parts per million.

The Boarc eontinues to exercise supervision of the guality
of raw water from all the sow ccs by submitting samples o their
Consultant Chemists, the Counties Public Health Laboratories, London,
and any changes in chemical or mineralogical gualities of the water are
reported upon by Mr.Gordon Miles, the Prinmcipsl of those Laboratories.

Fluoride occurs neburally in guantities frem 0.4 to 0.7
parts per million in the water obtained from the deep borshole socurces
in the limestone, but it is usually sbsent in the waters obteined from
ghallow wells and spring sources.

The Board iz advised by its Consultant Chemists that none
of the waters supplied are plumbo-solvent.

The Board continuss to make provasion for increasss in the
demand for water, by seeking additional sources, &nd this work is
being done in close co-operation with the Riwver Authorities, whose
statutory areas extend through the Board's area of supply.
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REFUSE COLLECTION AND DISPOSAL.

(a) Eefusce Collection.

It has been very difficult to retain or recruit satisfactory
labour for this service, but it is hoped that the introduction of wozk
study and the eventusl paymen’ of an incentive bomua for satisfactory
and greater output of work will encourage the men whe form the backbone
of the service to remsin with uic departmer.. anc . .abic e .o eNgage men
of o higher czlibre to w-?artske this heavy, wad ofter uunplcasent, work.

During the jear < _-iun Lorry and a 5-cwt. van wers replaced
br & new 7-ton Bedford open lorry and a 7-cwt, Ford van, ctherwise the
vehicle fleet has remained as in former years.

The cost of meinfaining the wehicles used in the public
cleansirg service inereoses each year due to rising serviece chaerges, ard
repearch into vehicle cogts over previcus years revenls a steep rise in
guch costs for wehicles of five veers of age end over. [Aes & conszquence
of thi= information, the Counecil has esgreed o 2 policy of replacing such
wehicles after five years' sezvice.

Much new legislation relating to transport has received ths
Royal Assent, recently, in particulsr, the Road Sefoty Act 1967, the
Transport Act 1968, the Goods Vehicles (Plating and Testing) Regulations
ete. This legislation imposaes on all users of transport & heawvy
responsibility to see that all vebicles are maintained in a good
condition.

11 costs on public cleansing are rising sbeadily, and the
tutal cost of this service for 1969 was £36,125.

(v) Refuse Disposal,

The Council disposes of its refuse by controlled tipping on
three sites, situatzd at Colne Witheut, Orittleton and Sutton Benger.

In my 1958 Report T estimated that the Grittleton tip would
ba full by the end of 19569: fortunately this forecast was not correct
and there should be sufficient tipping space thers until the end ol 197%0.

It was not possible to meke use of the Lipping area at
Sands Farm, which iz shared with Calne Borough, becauss of the
unsatisfactory and waterloggzed approach read to the tip during the
winter momths., This read wi._ se improved sc¢ that greater use can.be
made of this tip, thereby sawving waiuable tipping space at the remaiming
refuss tip at Sutton Benger. By the middle ef 1971, the Couneil will
be desperately short of tipping space, unless other suitable areas
become available for cemtrolled tipging.

[G} Supply of Dustbing.

The Council has continued its policy of purchasing dustbins
for resale to the public at cost price plus delivery charges, and 153
dusthins were gold during the year.

The pilet scheme of refuse collection by 'paper' sacks in the
Progpect and Rudloe areas has cortinued, and has been exiended to inelude
all new houses in Brook Drive, This scheme now covers spproxinately
600 houses. I hope that the Council some day will extend this hygienic
pethod of roefuse collection to the whole of the Rural Distriect, but
thia will howve to be postponed until & solution to the refuse disposal
problen has been found and put into operaticn.
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(d) litter Problem.

Iitter is a problen which is ever with us. &nd there are
scme peopie = probably only & minority - whose disrcgerd of litter bins
gives me a feeling of helpless anger. If the parents are insensible
of the demsge done to the countryside which they so ecgerly seek on
their litter-strewn tours, perhaps their children can be made aware, in
this economy-conscious age.of she cost of clearing up the ness, if
nothing else, Thig i: a nat! mal problem which coald be mor2 easdily
solved by television publiciiy and edacatic in ecn ols, k . by
reliance on the prowisions of the Litier Let.

{e) Civic Amenities Aot 1967.

Muring the yenr o further fifteen whicles were dealt with
under this lct. Although it is gometimes possible to troce a registered
owner, it is usually found thet the car has changed hands and then been
run untaxed and without irsuronca,

Of the fiftoen vehiclea dealt with nine were removad by the
owners, and the Council reocved sir and broke thenm up at Sutton Benger
refuse tip for sals as scrop. It oight be pentioned that the scrap o
obtained is considered by +the trade to be of poor qualiiy and the guantity
we have to dispose of may, in the future, attract little or no income.

SALVAGE CF TWASTE PATER.

The sale price of beled waete paper was increased from
£7.10.C. to £8,0,0, per ton in Jamuary 1969, and o further increecse of
1{3,-"- ger ton was notified in Moy, This increase of £1 per ton has
helped to cushion the rising labour costs. During 1969, owver 350 tcas
of baled paper was sold for £2840, an inecrsase of £625 over ‘he previous

Jenr.

Much more woote paper could be collected, especizlly
newapapers and pericdicals, with the co-operation of the public, 505
of whom do not salvage paper for collection by the Council.

The Counecil algo provides & good service for collection of
cardboard and waste paper from shop premises. Unfortunately, a ninority
of shopkeepera abuse this free serviece by failing to flatten cardboard
boxas or tie waste peper in bundles, More serious still is the habit
of mixine contraries with the weste poper, and these have to be sepamated
Ffrom '"elean" paper in the baling ghed at some cost to the Council,

CARAVAN EITES.

(a) Private Sites,

The nupber of licensed sites increscsad during the year to
thirty. Three of the new liecensees are on building sites; two sites
are used by men on contract work, and the other is occupiecd by & farm
worker,

The numbers fluctuate from year to year as liconces are
normally granted for tenporery periods of approximately two yoars.
Thers are sooe seventeen sites which are of long stending, but the
muher is glowly being reduced.

Besides the sites licensed for residential use, there are
four sites in the district registered for use by members of the
Coravan Club. Also, at Stanton St.Cuintin, there is a large site of
asbout thirty corsvens used by workers on the M.4 motorwny, and a nunber
of amaller sites are ussed by rosd builders and pylon eractors. 4s
thege are on or adjacent to the conetruction sites the coravens are
exeupt from licensing under the fLot. These caravans will, of course,
disappear when the contractors leave the district.
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The private site at Thickwood, Cclerns, has continued in
an unsatisfactory condition, but upon feilure of the owmer to corxy
out the necessary works, negotiations were opened o agree terms for
the Council to take over the site, improve amenities and control it
for the remainder of thecliccnoe pericd. These negotiations should
be completed early in the new year.

Total Hucber of Current Liecncass

Porighs Ho. of Ho. of
Licencecsi: Caravans:

Box

Dremhill
Chippenham Without
Christian Malford
Colerna

CG!‘ShEH.l

Hilparton

Kington Langlay
lacock

North Wraxzall
Fowshen

Stanton S8t.0uintin
Sutton Bengor

|ﬂ-¥-hl—'MHHNNM-P*N|—'-P-h
o (L]
!ﬂthNHIMFM\.ﬁthE

(b) Sites Provided by the Couneil,

Bighty-seven standings for caravens are neintained Ly the
Council on their sites ot Corsham, Sutton Benger and Yatton Keymell.
411 have been fully occupied and the demond for standings, particularly
in Corsham, hag incressed considerably during the yesr.

There wiil, I eonsider, always be 2 placo for a local
authority controlled site in & community like Corshan, as & caravan
is often & convenient stert for a young couple, and also offers clderly
single people an opportunity of maintaining their independence. On a
recent survey it was found that one quarter of the caravens =2t
Northleaze were ocoupied by single persons, the mejority being pensioners.

The small site at Goatacrc which was in process of being run
down, due to lack of demand, was closed during the early part of the
year, The land wea handsd over to the Housing Depertoent bocaunse 1t
adjoins the Council housing estate and will provide a much-necded play
Ares.

NUISANCES FROM INTEHSIVE FARMING.

Complainta about the long-standing smell nuisance from the
Marden Farm pig expericental establishpent heve continued. It is quite
apparent that there is still ro portable sprayer on the market with the

power to push out encugh deodoriser over & sufficient srea to combat the
small,

A munber of peetings heve bezen held and it is hoped, in next
year's fnmial Report, fo record the end of the nuisence through adoption
of an entirely different method of disposal. It is now propesed to
punp 2ll the liquids and solids to the most distant field on the farm,
and aerate the effluent by a series of lagoons, discharging it onto the
land only &t times when the land will take it. The main differencc is
that the new scheoe will provide & helding pericd so that discherses can
be nepde when the time is suitable and not, as at present on the limited
capacity, ap Bpon as the tanks are full.
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9.

10,

11,

SCHOOLS .

An immediate visit was made to Colerne Primary School on
receipt of a message from the County Medieal Officer of Health that
about thirty children had collapsed at school.

4 local doctoxr had slready besn called and the affected
children were being taken home by the school staff. Most had recovered
in the fresh air, althousgh a few were atill sickly and unwell. An
inspection of the school and interviews with the staff indicated the
cause to be fumes and carbon monoxide gas from the solid fuel stove,
coupled with poor ventilation. The headmaster said he had been expecting
oil=fired heating to be installed for some time, but could get no action
on the matier. Vigits were made to several homes but the ill-effects
had lested only an hour or so in the worst casas, it being likely that
only & few children were actually affected, and the reat were wictims of
hysteria.

A report was made to the Deputy County Mediczl Officer of Health,
recommending the cleaning and checking of the stoves and flues, and
improvement of the wentiletion. Be indiceted thet he would suggest to
the County Education Officer that a ecritical appraissl be made of the
future life of this rather old school.

Daring a visit to Sutton Benger Primary School it was noticed
that there was & marked downdrangnt from one of the coke boiler flues.
The fluss were short and uninaulated, making a good draught impossible,
and the head teacher was advised to stop using both stoves at the school.
Emergency gas heaters were supplied by the Education Department until an
pil-fired system was instelled, since when theres has been no trouble.

INFRC.IOUS DISEASE.

The number of enguiries made into notifiew or suspected cases
of infectious disease ig as follows:=

Dysentery «.. T e T o T L
Infective Hopatitia .uv  aes
E-E-lmmEllﬂ. LI | LR LR LR ]
Ec'\-:-r]-Et FE?EI' LR LR - e
Smallpox (comtacts) ... ...
T.uhE‘mUlDﬂis e e -a w

(1]
0 =R D

Te hed no definable outbreak of dysentery during tle year,
the twelve cases investipgated being spread over the district.

Mozt of the hepatitis cases were connected with two primary
schools at Corsham. This is & very unsatisfactory complaint to
investigate, a3 owing to the possible length of the inecubation pericd and
loack of knowledge of the method of spread of the diseass, preventive
environmental measures are prachically impoassible,

Enguiries were mede into three cases of suspected food
poigoning but no commection between the casea was established, and
hacteriological tests proved negative.

CLEAN 4IR ACT 1956,

During the yeer, three applications were received for approval
of boiler/chimney installations. Two were satisfactory but the other
concerned & new chimney to a eolid fuel fired installation where it was
proposed to install a plain steel chimney., On our recommendation, this
was changed to a fully-insulated type, which will considerably reduce
the risk of condensation and corrosion.

QEFFNSIVE TRADES.

There are no offensive trades, as defined in Section 10T of
the Publie Health Act 1936, established within this distriet.

.
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B, FOOD AND DRUGS.

FOOD FREMISES: FOOD HYGIENE (GENERAL) FEGULATIONS 1960.

The food premises within the Rural District consist ofi-

‘No. complying: No. of premises to whicky
‘with Regn.,16 ;| Regn.l9 (facilities for
: (wagh=-basins @ washing food and equip-
Fremises: i No. ‘provided):s @ -ment):-
' = T )
applies iis complied
withs
Bakers T T il T
Butchers 9 9 g 9
Figh-and-Chip Shops i 1 1 1
Fish and Fmit Shopsa a4 4 3 3
Grocers and :

General Stores i 67 i 3 L
Licensed Premises i B0 50 &0 60
Restaurants and Cafes = 9 9 9 9
Swzets and Ices Shope ! 14 14 = —
Factories and i

Distributors : 2 2 1 1
173 it e i L

Iuring the year a fish-and-chip shop at Colerne was closed and
the pramises converted to a buicher's shop which complies with the Pood
Hygiene Reguletions. As 2 vesult, the existing butchery, which has
cauzed concern for years as it wes impossible for the owner to modernise
it, has been clossd and will not be used ggain for the sale of food.

A family grocer at Corgham and four amall village shops cloged
during the last twelwe months.

Poaltry Paclking Station. Subton Benger.

In the course of the year, a tutal of 125 vigits were made to
this factory, during which time 8,942,659 broiler chickens were processed.
The fectory deals almost exclusively with the 83-weeks-old broiler
chicken, the only exception being a wery occasional killing of a few
thousand cockerels and hens which have been used as parent stock,
providing eggs for the hatcheries, These birds are put through at the
end of the werking day.

The percentage of birds rejected by the factory is always
exceedingly emall; this year it was 0-145%. The reason for this is
that the whole process is one of ctlling anything imperfect throughout
the whole procedure of laying, hatching and rearing.

The amount of "passed" material found to be unfit by the
visiting Imspector is wirtually nil, On the other hand, the amount
rejected by the factory certainly exceeds the amount that would be
officially condemned.

During visits, all parts of the factory are seen. o food
factory is perfect and this is no exception, but the conditions generally
are wery good. I attach great importance to the company's policy of
chlorinating the processing weter to about 15 parts per million, and
especially to their super-chlorination of the water in the spin-chiller,
where the reading is usually 35 parts per milliom at the outlet end,
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The factory and its environs present an ever-changing scene
of extension, improvement and alteratiom. Thisg is due to the steadily
increasing demand for chicken meat, which is now probably the cheapest
meat available, and all home-produced.

In 1954, 5,000,000 broilers were eaten in Britain, &nd we ars
now on the way towards consuming 250,000,000 per annum. Since we eat
per head (of r:.h.‘l.cken}, legs than helf of the amount they eat in the United
Btates of Americn, it seems feasible that annuel production may eventuslly
reach and exceed the 600,000,000 mark.

Licensed Premisas.

Iuring the course of a wisit to a licensed club in the
digtrict, it was found that consziderable modernisation at great expense
had been carried out with no reference to any department of this Council.
The work in itself wos satisfactory from the public health aspeet; but
it wes sstounding to seo that no work whatever hed been done to the
antiquated and sub-standard sanitery accommodation. The property was
leazed by a brewery, the toilets were not the club's responsibility, and
no approsch had been made to the owners to beove the toilets improved at
the same time as the other work. As a result of this, protracted
negotiations were started with the brewery to effect improvement and,
if possible, replacement of the sanitary accommodation.

The number of licensed houses in the diztrict remainas at 60.
During the year, one house at Box hos been completely renovated and
improved, A public house near Corsham was provided with improved
lavatory accommodation,

Cnly one licensed house in the distriet = "The Crown" at
Giddeahall - is lacking in drainage facilities and I have been prassing
the brawery for some years to produce a echeme to overcome this problem,
which is accentuated by the fall of the land., This house is now cn the
market and, if the purchaser intemds to maintain the licence, he wall
have to provide proper facilities.

Bakehouses.

The number of bakeshouses in the Raral Ddstrict remains, as
before:-

Bromhill sew aes  sus
Castle Comba P
i Saich & vt e
Colaxrne R T T
Coraham suis was s

s e

Fried Fish Shops.

Of the two fish-and-chip shops in the district one, at Colemme,
was closed early in the yeer and the premises hawve been converted into a
butcher's shop.

The other, ot Corsham, is situated on land owned by the
Council, near the Commnity Centre, which may be required at any time
under the redevelopment scheme. This is not e good building, btut I do
not feel justified in pressing for major alteraticns in view of its
uncertain future. The general stendard of operation and hygiene is
satisfnctory under the difficult conditions.
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FOOD COMPLAINTS.
Complaints from the public during the year included:-

4 loaf of bread containing hard lumps

of doughs the makers alleged this was
due to inefficient cleaning of machinezy
following meintenance work.

A punctured tin of corned besf, probably
damaged at the docks and not spotted until
after delivery to the customer.

A packet of sausage rolls aflected by
mould, apparently due to the pocket being
moved in the shop and overlooked when
stocks were checked,

Owing to administrative problems, no proceedings were token
tut the complaints were thoroughly thrashed cut witih the shops in
guestion,

Further complaints dealt with were:-

dould in a fruit pie, reported five days
after marchage: the retailer was advised
to ghorten the shelf life allowed for
this product.

Furple colouration of potato crisps:
apparently thie is camsed by the use of
green potetoes, narmally serted cut and
rajacted.

Carbonaceous material adhering to a loaf

of bread, provably due to incomplets
cleaning of the tray: tne bakery concerned
was adviged of this minor complaint.

Looking at this problem generally, the complaints we receive
can be clagsed ag being coused by mechanieal failure or humen error,
If foreisn metter enters a machirne-made foodstuff during production,
it may be impossible to detect until the articla is received by the
congumer. Host of the complaints of unfit food arise from the failure
of food handlers fo appreciate the short shelf life of many manufaciured
products, or failure to notice expired code marks or blemishes on the
articles.

There must be very few established traders today who would
kmowingly =sell suspect food - with keen competition they must maintain
their good name - but we alwaye appreciate complaints from the publie,
even though apparently trivial, as w& can then discuss with the metailer
possible improvements in his methods, On such vigits we always siresc
the advisability of adopiing = .simple coding system for perishable goods,
even in a one-man business, as it is 0 easy to owverlock the odd pie ox
pack of sausages unless they are clearly identifiable.

CONTEMIED FGODS.

During 1969 the following foodstuffs were examined by the
Publiec Health Ingpectors, found to be unfit, and subsequently surrendered:-

1 x 101bs, tinred hem
66 packets 'Shredded Wheat'! (flood damaged)
101 lhﬂll hﬂﬂ‘fi

Some £70 worth of frozen foods, damaged by breakdown of
refrigeration machinery, wers condemnsd as well.

=
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MILE AND DRTRIES.

(a) Begistration.

The mumber of registered distributors has agein dropped
slightly. Hetail shops; such ae greocers, which sell small gquantitias
of bottled mill, are ineluded in thia category, and changes of cwner-
=ghip and type of trade in thess premises usually account for the
anaual fluctuation in the numbers registered.

Ho. of regigtered dairies ... s4¢ 240 B
Ho. of registered distributors ... ... 19

The dealers' licences to sell designated milk which hawve
been issued in this diatrict are aa follows:i-

Designation:

Un‘hreﬂ-tﬂd milk " ew "aw a-ww "aw #am 1
Pﬂ.ﬂtﬁuﬁﬂﬂﬂ Itl'i.].!'l: e e . nw "aw #em 19
steriliﬁi?.'d i'ﬁilk e w e - w " "ew 5
UItmﬂmﬁt-trﬂﬁtEﬂ ﬂ"ilk . LY e 1

A further three producer/retailers closed down during 1969,
Although these were all reputable tradesmen, I must confess to a feeling
of relief when the sale of row milk, and with it the danger of customers
controcting Undulant Fever from milk infected with Brucella Abortus, is
further dimirished. We now have ens producer/retailer, who is the only
retailer of untreated milk in the district.

(b) Milk Sampling for Stotutory Examination.

Regular samples from distributors licensed in this district
are gsent to the Public Health Laboratory at Bath.

Monthly samples of raw milk and milk prooessed outside the
County, end gquarterly samples of milk heat-treated in Wiltshire, are
taken under powers delegated by the County Council.

The reports on these samples were ss follows:-
s&tiﬂﬂ-ﬂtﬂﬂnii { SO [ B ] L E e L 166
Grhsstiafachory e e ane T e e 2
Void (shade teuperzture at Lahoratory

exceedad pregoribed maximum) se. eee 11

(e) Milk Sampling for Biological Examination.

Pifteen sets of samples were taken from churns at the farms
of producers vho supply untreated milk to retailers irn this area.
Hone of these samples showed the presence of Tuberculosis or Bruecella
Abortus,

411 samples of raw milk taken for statutory examination
were also tested for the presence of Brucella Abortus, with negative
rasulis,

{d) Bottle Rinses.

Eight sets of enpty, washed bottles were submitted for
examination, all of which were satiafactoxy.
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ICE CEEAM.

The standard of hygiene in the eightr-nine premisesg which
are registeisd for the sale of ice cream has been satisfactory.

Elghty-four samples of iece cream were taken for routine
examination, with the following resultsi-

Grado:

I L LI L] 63
I-I L L LR 1?
III LR B R R LB R 2
Iv R " - Hil

THE LIQUID EGG (PASTEURISATION) FEGULATIONS 1963.

Thers are no egg pasteurizaticn plants in this district,

SLAUGHTERHOUSES AND ENACKERS' YARDS.

The number of horss carscoses received ot the knoclkers! yard
at Heddington during the yesr totnlled twenty-two, fourtcen of these
animals having been slaughterad on farms.

Bix glavghtermen'e licences have been issued, all to men
employed at the Heddington knackers' yard.

Thers are no sleughterhousss in the district, but we continue
to have the one kmackesrs' yard at Haddington.

In accordance with the Meat (Sterilisation) Regulations 1969,
the practice of staining the raw flesh with green dye wos discontinued,
end everything iz now sterilissed by boiling uwntil it i=s cooked.

Thess Regulations were weleomed by all responsible people,
because the practice of staining green so cbviously fmiled to deal
effectively with danger from row diseased meat.

A by-product of the animals is the large quantity of fat.
This is rendered down by boiling, =2nd stored in 40-gzllon drums fur
daspateh to soap works. The smell of the fat being rendered, plus the
smell of cooling flesh, is better avoided! Fortunately, the premises
are reasonably isolaked, the nesarest dwellings being occupied by those
enmployed ai the knackers' yerd.

Of late, wa have been encouraging the owers to rebuild the
premiges, which have now outlived their useful life and should be
replaced by a more medern building, Flans have now been deposited with
the Council showing a building with all modern amenities, rest room,
wash room and shower for the men, end with all processes and storage
under cover,



s HOUS ING .

1. HOUSING ACT 1969,

already under way and inspection of houses in the parish of

The housing survey referred to earlier in my report is

Stanton St.Quintin is almost complete.

2, HOUSING IMPROVEMENT GRANTS.

but thers was o marked drop in discretiomary grants - sixteen fewer
applications and nineteen fewer approvals, compared with 1968.

The mumber of applications for stendard grant rose slightly

It is too soon to say to what extent the higher, unconditicnal
grants available under the Housing Aot 1969 will counter the effects of
gtecdily-rising building costs.

3. HOUSING SPATISTICS.

(=)

(b)

Humber of Dwellings in the Idstrict

Ho. of domestioc asscssnents (as at Ist apeil 1969)

B " permement dwellings (28 a2t 3lst Deceunber 1959}

1] }

L[] i1

temporary n ] I n

Proogedings under Housing Acts:
Houses inspected for £itNos8 ..c ass w550 sea

No. reported as wnfit for huoan hebitetion ...

LR ]

Notices served requiring defects to be remedied (Secs.9510)...

Houses made fit after servica of formal notices:-—

e
kl}h}"ﬂ-ﬂ'ﬂﬂrﬂ # @& 8 A &8 & & EE &8 #

{:Li} by loenl authority in defanlt of owners

Houges made £if cs o result of informel action
Denolition Orders mode (8ec.l6) s sss  ssa
Houses demolished R S T YT
Demolition (rder revoled, house made fif,..
Wartime bungnlows demclished by the Couneil
Undertakings not to re-let accepted (Sec.16)...
Undertakings to make fit accepted (Sec.16) ...
Undertakings to make fit complied with ...
Closing Orders made (Secs.i7,18) see wes  sus
Houcea cloged .0 sese see sus  sass  mas

Closing Order ravoked, house made fit (Sec.27)
Coses of overcrowding discowversd during the year ...

L1 " n a_'hﬂrted n n ]|

=3=

3,843
2,023

I = 1

Lo~ I o



L

(e)

(d)

(e)

Proceedings under Public Health Acts:

Houses inspected for defecta under Public
Formal notices served .:e  sws  ses ssa
Houses rendered Fit as a result of formel

(1) by owners AT T E e b

Health Acts

oW - 8
notices: =

o R

(ii) by loeal authority in default of cwmers

Improvement Grants - Discretionary:
Applications received for conversisng ..
I " " improvements. ..

Approvals for conversion ofi-

(i) owner/occupied property.ss ..

(ii) other Qhawrin. vt
Approvals for improvement of:-

(i) ownerfoccupicd propertye.. ...

(ii) other gy r e e
Ho. of dwellings provided or improved
Ameount of grants paid

Improvement Grants - Standard:

Applications received
L approved: =
l::L} aﬁn&rfﬂccu;ied. property
(ii) other n
Ho. of housea improved
dmpunt of grants poid

HOUSES IN MULTIPIE QCCUELTTON.

(kouses)
()
{ ] }
{ " )
{ 50ratd
BT
{housas)
)
S |

30
19
54
£ 20,615

33

21

27
£ 4,610

24
13
24

£ 13,992

35

25

B

30

£ 4,639

I know of only one property - at Pickwick Road, Corshem - which

comes within the provisions of Part II of the Housing Lot 1961,

vigits have been mede to this house during the course cof the year.

COMMON LODGING HOUSES.

Reuting

No common lodging houses are registered in this Bursl District.

=35=



1.

. PLACTORI®S, CFFICES, SHOPS, ETC.

OFFICES, SHOPS AND RATLWAY PREMISES ACT 1963.

In July wa received a circular letter from the Department
of Employment and Productivity, emphagising their 'main concern' that
there should be effective srrangements for enforcement throughout the
country, and with this end in view the Centrel Advisory Inspectorate
issued notes on metheda of enforzcement.

These notes, which, it is explained, are the fruit of years
of experience in enforcement of the Pectories dects, axe reclly
excellent and would be invalueble to us were it not for the fact that
they follow ao closely the practice which we - and no doubt most other
Fublic Health Depertments - hawe already developed in dealing with this
and other legislation.

We completed our initinl general inspections in 1967 end by
the end of 1968 hed, for all practical purposes, cocpleted the follow-up
of the deficiencies which were found to exist. Te do not have many
registered premises and there have been few serious contraventionsa.
Little routine work has been done during the pest year, but we will be
resuming general re-ingpoctions during 1970,

Only three accidents were reported during 1969, none of |
which were serious.

(a) Registrations and Inspections,

.No.of premises: Total no.of No.of megistared
iregistered : registersd | prezises meceiv-
Class of Fremises :during year ' premises at -ing gencral
i end of yeer :inspections
‘during year
Offices - 33 = |
Retail shops - 65 : =
Wholesale shops,
warehousr 3 - 2 -
Catering establishmente ! : :
open to publie, ! i ;
canteens = 18 5‘ 1
Fuel storage depots = 3 ; =
Totals: | - 121 2

The total number of wieite of all kindes hy Public Health
Inzpectors to registered nremises during 1969 was nine.



(b) ggg!xm.‘.a of Persons employed in Registered Premises by Workplace.

Class of Workplace : No., of persons employed
Offices i 223
Retail shops i 221
Wholesale departments, warehouses ] qe
Catering establishments open to public : 104
Canteens i -
Fuel storage depots 17
Total: : 605
e
Total maless: : 288
Total females: 317
(¢) Exemptions.
Part I: Space (Section 5(2)) Nil
Fart II: Temperature (Section 6) R R Wil
Part Iil: Sanitary conveniences (Ssction 9} WAt biai Wil
Part IV:  Washing facilities (Section 10) ... ... ...  Hil

(d) Contraventions.

Found : Remedied
Bac, 41 Cleanliness & =
n ha Urercrowding = =
" 6: Temperature - =
n T2 Ventilation = £
1t = Lighting = -
i 9: Sanitary conveniences 1 1
" 101 Washing fecilities 1 : 1
"  11: Sapply of drinking water - § -
" 12:  Acoommodation for clothing - f -
" 13: Bitting facilities - i -
" 14: Beats for sedentary workers - : -
" 15: Eating facilities = i =
" 16: Floors, passages, stairs z : -
" 17: Pencing exposed parts of machinery - =
" 18: Protection of young perscns from
dangercus machinery ! = -
" 19: Treining of young persons working at :
dangercus machinery - -
" 23: Prohibition of heavy work - -
" 24; Pirst aid - general provisions 1 1
Information for Employees Regulations 1965 - -
Totals: & 3
Bo. of prosecutions: NWil,

(e) Staff,

Fo. of Inspectors appointed under Sec.52(1) or (5) of the Act ... ¢
No. of other staff employed for most of their time on work in

=3

connection with the Aet ... Nil



2, PACTORTES ACT 1961,

There are cighly-five registered factories, four of then
on Crown property and therefore controlled entirely by the Factories
Inspactorate.

fa) Begistrations and Inapections.

i No. of:-
Promises : Hg'“j ;':_@ Inspec- - Written Oeceupiers
&l ¥== 1 <tions i notices iprosecuted)

(1) Pactorizs in which
Sec8.1,2,3,4 and &
are enforeed by the i :
local authority i ae B Coka el -

(2) Factories not ineluded
in (1) in vwhich Seo.7
is enforced by the i ! i :
local suthority Ll 8 o 7,1 -

(3) Other premises in which
Bec.7 is enforced by the
loeal suthority !
(excluding outworkers'! | : ; '
premises) Bt e - -

Totals: N e

# Inspection of fzctories which are also food premises
(e+5. bakehouses and poultry packing stations) are
not recorded here, as the mainteisnce of sanitary
accommodation is checked during inspections under the
Food Hyglene Regulations.

(b) Number of Cases in which Defects were found,

. No, of cases where defects were:- !
Particulars . Found ;Remedied:  Referred:- - Prosecu-
-1 5 ito H.M. by HM.: -tions
. Inspr. ; Inspr. |

E}anitar:.r aonveniences
(8ec.7): i { i i
(a) Insufficient L ciosls nud e =l
{b) Unsuitable or

defective i o 8 i 1 b o™
{c) Not separate for

the sexes : | - L P

{(c) Outworkers.

Hotification has been received from other authorities of
eleven outworkers resident in this district, all engaged in glove-making.
Mary home workers are engaged in mubber-trimming, notification of which
is not required urder the Factories Act.



E. . ROTENWT CONTROL.

PREVENTION OF DAMAGE BY PESTS ACT 1949.

I g2t out below deteils of an annual return sent to the
Winistry of Agrienlture, Fisheries and Food. The figures referred
to in paragraphs 2(a), 2(b), 3(2) and 3(b) represent the number of
individual premises visifted in connection with rodent infestation
complsints, &nd do not include subsequent re-visita.

(a) Inspection of Propertiecs other than Scwers,

Type of Fropertyi- ]
! Mown- . Agrienltural
! Agricultural |
1.  No. of properties in the district : 8410 | 1049
2(a) Total no. of properties : '
[in:-.luﬂing nearby pramises}
ingoected fellowing i i
notification: 361 .12
(b) Mo, infested by:- (i)} Rats § 169 : 10
(ii) Mice § - S 2
3(2) Total no. of properties 5 ;
inspected on routine surveys: 263 69
(b) Ho. infested by:~ (i) Rats : - 42
(31) lice : ot 3

{b] Sewer Test-Beiting end Treatment.

Much of the Rodent Offiear's time is taken up with the
test=-baiting of publis mewers throughout the Rural IDigtrict, and this
repregents four momths! glnost continuous work from late spring unmtil
well into the summer, and of course if any sectiona of sewer prove fo
be infested, it is necessary for poison treatments to be cerried out
to cleor the sewer of rats. In 1949 it was only necesgsary to poison
~=boit sewers at Box Hill and in Pickwick, Charles Street and Northleaze,
Cocrgham,

(¢) FHoutine Vieits.

With s0 many other duties to perform, it has not been
posaible for the Rodent Officer to visit so many farms and business
premises on routine visits, This is unfortunate as, from previcus
experience, the liaison which he has with members of the sgriculturzl
comunity is of outual benefit.












