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PUBLIC HEALTH (FFICERS OF THE AUTHORITY

MEITCAL OFFICER OF HEALTH:

C.L.Broomhead, T.D., H.D:; BiCh., D.F.H.

(From 1st Januery to 20th October, 1968)

John R. Wray, MuRaCuaSay LaReCuPsy DuP.H.

(From 21st October to 3lst December, 1968)

Offices: Municipal Offices,
Monkton Perk,
Chippenham.
Tel.No. OChippenham 2821.

Alsos Medical Officer of He-lth for thes
Boroughs of Colne, Chippenham ond Malmesbury,

and the
Rural District of Malmesbuzy.

Assistant County Medical Officer.

School Mediezl Officer.

Secretory to the Medical Officer of Health:
5!6*?!?&111&5150“1 ﬂEI‘t-ﬂ-I-P-H-H-

CHIEF PUBLIC HEALTH INSPECTOR:
H.IJ -‘I’L‘.ﬁflﬂrj Ff.&IP-IH.lII’ HiRlE‘iHl
Offices: Bewley House,
Marghfield Rood,
Chippenhom.
Tel.fo. Chippenhem 2854.

Deputy Chief Public Health Inspector:

AL Heward, M.AWF.H.I., A.R.5.H.

Additional Publiec Health Ingpectors:

S'H'mwl HILEPIHIII
EmJ-S’.l‘l’EE'&EI‘, ulﬁi?lH-l-II
G.Jones, M.A.P.H.I.

CORITTEES F THE COUNCIL which ere conecernsd
with matters of Publiec Health:

Publiec Health Committee.
Housing Committee.
Finrnee, 3taff and Qeneral Purposes Comittee.

These Cornittees noet monthly throughout the
year, except during fAugust, cnd deal with all
matters appertaining to Public Health and
Housing.

Accident Prevention Committee = this meets guarterly.
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FEFORT of +the MEDICAL OFFICER OF HEALTH

e ——————— ke I————————————————

fs GENERAL STATISTICS.

] s o e e e YU
Population (Registrar-Cenersl's estimate) ... ... ...
Number of inhabited dwellings, a2s at lst April 1968 ...
Wumber of Council dwellings, as at 3lst December 1968

Humber of applicants for Council dwellings, as at
3lst December 1968

Rateable value, &3 at lot April 1968 .os  ees  ees  sas

Estimated product of Penny Rate, as at lst April 1968

B. VITAL STATTSTICS.

BIRTH ANWD TEATH RATES.

Birth and Death Hates compared with other Areas.

Births and deaths per 1000 lation, stendardised¥
Birth Rate:
1967 1968
Calne and Chippenham Bural District 18+8 17-36
Wiltshire sec sss wus  sas  aas 17+8 17+6
England and Wales SR e e 172 16+9

. 85,388
pes 32,520
e 8,648
2,117
e 313
««n £ 970,178
... £ 3,810
Death Rate:
1967 =~ 1968
9.6 11.9
10s2 10-9
112 11+9

¥ Comporsbility figures are suﬁplied to each District by the

Registrar-General.

These take into sccount the varying

agafhe: diatribution of the population in different parts

of the country.

- When applied to the local rates, they

allow 2 more accurate comparison to be made beftween

different areas.

LIVE BIRTHS.

Males  Pemales  Totels:
Boclbiunte’ cic Fir e wen enis «-3934 240 474
Dleelidonte ave  ceelwsnt di 17 14 n

'futa.ls:- TE;; ;5: '5E



STILL BIRTHS AND FERINATAL MORTALITY.

Seven still birtks were notified during 1968, a decrease of
four from the total notified during 1967. The rate per 1000 total
live and still births iz 14. The rate for England and Wales, ag given
by the Hegistrar-General, is 14.

Perinatal mortality means still births and deaths under one
week of age. The rate for the district was 23 per 1000 totzal births,
whereas for England and Wales it was 25.

INFANT MORTALITY.

Males: Fannles: Totals:

Uﬂ'iiEI‘DHEJFEB.I' ey - w Ea s EEa e 4 4 B
UﬂdEI" fﬂﬂi‘ 'H'&Ek.! 'R e R ] BEoa - E 3- 5
Under one week sss 535 ww o w e o 2 3- 5

Infant Mortality Rate for the Distriect ... 16+0 per 1000 live births
Comparative Bote for BEngland and Wales ... 18:0 per 1000 liwe births

There was a slight increase in the Infant Mortality Rate for
the district during 1968, by comparison with the previous year. Because
the numbers involved from year to year are small, no conclusicon can be
drawvn from such fluctuations.

IEATHS - ANATYSIS OF CAUSES OF TEATH.

Males: PFemales: Totals:

Enteritis and other Diarrhoeal Diseases ... - 1 1
Other Tuberculosis, including late effects 1 - 1
Malignant Neoplasm, stomach Fle RS e Tl B 1 9
Malignant Necplasm, lung, broncHus ... ... 16 2 18
Malignant Neoplasm, breast.ss ses sss  ssa - 6 6
Malignant Neoploasm, utermisi.. «sv  sss  sas = 2 2
Lleuksemia ... wew aw e waw TE) ' 1 1 2
Other Malignant Neoplasms etCe .u. see sas 24 13 Y
Benign and Unspecified Neoplasus ime A - 1 1
Diabetes Mellitus sas  Bas  ses  BEa  aaw 1 2 o R
Other Endocrine eto. Diseases ... sss  ees 1 - 1
mﬂemiﬂs LR LU Y L L L L L = 1 1
Other Diseases of Nervous System etc. 4 2 6
Chronic Fheumatic Heart Disease... sss sea 1 3 2
By’pertenﬂi"m Hagose ... o e o LN 4 1 5‘
Ischaemic Heart Diseose e A, W A S R 26 68
Other forms of Heart Disease e GRL Rl & 17
Cerebrovascular Disease .us ees sss sss 16 17 33
Other Diseases of Cironlatory Systema-: s+ 7 13 20
Pneumonia ... aen  eda waa e TE r 9 11 20
Bronchitis and Emphyseme .es  see  sos  sas 6 1 7
Peptic Ulcer S Teiee ke WEEL CEees 1 1 2
Appendicitis mer  se44  daw  des  SEE  asw a1l - 1
Intestinal Obstruction and Hernie R R 2 = 2
Cirrhosis of Liver ea raw T ) Xy 1 1 2
Other Dseases of Digestive System ... ... 1 1 2
Rephritis ond Nephrosis saa  BaE  aaE  mam 1 - 1l
Other Disenses of Genito-Urinary System ... 2 1 3
Other Diseases of Musculo-Skeletal System... - 1 1
Birth Injury, Difficult Labour e$@. .e. .. 2 3 5
Symptons and Ill-Defined Conditions ... ... 2 3 5
liotor Vehicle Accidents saa was sas  sus 2 3 5
ﬂl D'thér M'::iﬂ.enta aa " EE [N LR R LA ﬁ 4 .9
Suicide and Self-Inflicted Injuries ... ... 1 - 1
411 other externcl couses .. e #ae K _1 st _'l

Totalss 174 126 300

=5=



From the foregoing table it cen be scen thet one of the main
pauses of death wos ischaemic heart disezse, which includea "coronary"
digeage. There were 68 deaths from this couse, compared with 58 in
1967. Freventive methods to aveid this end are thought to be:

(1) Paking regulor exercise; the elderly should
avolid unacoustomed strenuouns exertion.

{2) Avoidance of smoking and obesity: those who giwve
up smoking may find their appetites improve and
therefere have to watch their weight to stop
"middlc-aged spread". There is some evidence that
it is desirable to cut down on animal fets and uwse
vegetable oils for coocldng.

{3)  Avoidance of strcss: this is casier stated than done,
tut wives who are over-ambitious for their husbends'
success in job or business might take note that it can
only lead to widewhood if you push the old man too far.

Hownver, over half the deaths of men from this cuuse were in
those past retirement age so stress is not a mejor factor. Of the 25
women dying from this czuse, 20 of them were owver 75 years of age,
whereas only 13 men reached this age. This suggests that the rcgular
petivity of housework stops women dying of coronary heart disease until
they are over T5.

Deaths from lung cancer werc up on last year's, from 13 to 18.
It is now well-establighed that cigarctte smoking is a major factor in
causaticn.

Motor accidents coused five deatha, but other accidents
sceounted for mine deaths. Many of these accidents are in the home and
erc proventable. Posters in Child Welfore Clinics draw attention to
dangers in the home for children. It is hoped to publicise the dangezs
to old people, the commonzat being & fall which breaks a leg.

Ca INFECTIOUS AN NOTIFIABLE DISEASE.

Az from let October 1968, new Publie Health (Infuctiuua Diseases)
Regulations came into cffcet. These altered the list of notifiable
diseass by making yellow fever, tetanms and leptospirosis notifiable, and
exeluding from the list pneumonie and puerperal pyrexia. The Hegulations
also cxtended the powers of the Loeal luthority to ensble them to reguire
a person to stop work, in order to prevent the spread of infection, in
cageg of food poisoning.

The following table gives deteils of cases of notifiable disease
notificd during the past four years:

1965 - 1966 ¢ 1967s : 196B: |
(@) () (a) (®) ' (a) (b) (s) ()
Tubereulosis Regde o I 14 a8 2
Scarlet fever ] grvi—a o i len G 2
Whooping cough 3 & U4 g i 18 (L 5 5
Measles 498 498 | 190 190 | 350 350 i 45 45
Dysentery 9 - (o PR - R R R R | |
Cerebro-spinal fever - - i - = B = = < 4
Salmonella infecticna i 4 2 2 8 8 i 1
Food peisoning = = = = 2 3 2 a
Infectious hepatitia - O - - - 4 4
Totales- 1522 522 | 308 285 | 431 425 i 93 9
Ea] = Numbers originally notified.
b) = Finel nuobers, after correction.
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Ho cascs of poliomyelitis, typhodid fever, pars-typhoid fever,
or diphtheria hawe occourred during the four years covered by this fable.
The immunisation of children agninst poliocnmyelitis and diphtheria hos
ensurcd that no cases of these diseacscs ocour.

(a) Measles.

During 1968 there were fower cases of measlss than ever before.
It ims hoped eventuslly to eradicatc this diseasse by regulsr immunisation.

(b) Dysentory.

In February there was a small outbresk of dysentery ir the
Colerne ares, mostly affecting Royal Adr Foree families. There were
senttered cases loter in the year in Corshom but routine measures
prevented the gpread of infection.

(¢} Salmonella Infections.

There was ong case of this food poisoning discase in an infant
living on o farm. Farm animals are often & source of infection.

There was another case in a poticat who hzd attended a party at
a public housgce outside the Rural District, ond was onc of several who
were taken ill.

[d} Infectious Hepatitis.
Two cascs ocourrcd at Corsgham, end two ot Christian Malford.

This iz a virus diseosc cndemic in this country and dimmnity
for life usually follows an attack of tho diseasc. An attack may be
g0 mild that it is diagnosed as a "stomach upset™; however, in &
severe attack the patient becomos jaumdiced f}'ﬂllﬂw} and the discass is
then fairly recognisable. Most people get their immunity in childhood,
probably without jaundiee, but an attack can be very sewers in an adult.
The discase is spread only by buman carricrs, by direct contact. FProper
hand-waghing after the toilet can limift the spread of severe infecticn.

(e) Tuberculosis.

Two casca were notifiled during the year. Follow-up of contacta
is underteken by the Chest Physician and environmental reports are made
by the Public Health Department.

(f) Iomunisation and Veccination.

I am indebted to Dr.C.D.L.Lycett, the County Medical Officer of
Hzalth, for the following statistics of immunisation and vaccination:

(i) Diphtheria, Whooping Cough, Tetanus and Measles.

: 11959 | 1953 haray
Yoar of birthi--|1968: 196? 1965 1955 19&4 to ! to ‘under
i 1963 11958 | 16,

Diph: | 182: 201 1

51 2] 4330 seeuoc

Primery immunisations Wh.c. | 181} 197: 1. 2! ==! == a= ==

completed during 1968: Tet's.| 182 201: 1. 5. 2. 23 20 18
Meas. | Z 46 62 56 65 286 126 - |
Reinf. injections Dk Lo 01 286 16 33 405 18 1|
adnini stered Wooo. | =i 311 TAI | 6iroBijedB hucBibes |
during 1968: Tot'as| =i 70- 1364 16 3554215' 511 44 |
i Y X H I




1.

(ii) Smallpox.

YHentha: | Yearas
Age Groupi=-- : ; : ,
0=3 : 36 . 69 i 9-12 1l : 2«4 : 5-15
Vaceinations - - - - - 10 32
Re-Vecoinations | - | - | - . -~ aiind 40354111456

(1ii) Poliomyelitis,.

i 2 oral doses : 4th oral dose
Age Group: 3 oral dosesi after i after 3 inject'na.
2 injections: or 3 oral doses:

1568 145 e -

1967 202 = 49

1966 5 - B&

1965 2 - &

1964 6 - 30
1959-1963 50 - 286
1953-1958 2 - 9

Others under 16 1 = i
Others over 16 2 - 19
Totals:- 415 = 492

(1)
(2)
(3)

(4)
(5)

(6)

(7)

D. HOUSING.

I am grateful to Mr.0.J.Baugh, the Council's Houging Manager,
for the following information:-

Total number of applicants om list at 3lat December 1968 ...
Total number of applications received during 196B8... eee 44+
Total number of applicants re-housed:
(2) In permanent houses, flats and retirement bungalows...
(b) In other ascoumodation B A L T

Total number of applicants for retirement nccommodation,
ineluded in (1) above

Evicted families:
(5} Mber hmuﬁht t'D ﬂﬂ"t-j-'-‘}e LA LN ] e w LR LR LR R ]
[h} lh-m.har I'E-hWEEd-.. - L LN - (TN LR L RN

Number of unites of accommodation bullt and acoupied
during 1968

{a] B}F thﬂ mﬂﬂﬁill EOIJ.EE'EI L ) RS PR R ——
Flﬂtﬂ e [y Tu 2—1
Retirement bungalows -—-

(b) By private enterprise.is see osee  ses
Humber of Council dwellings, as at 31st December 1968:

hmt LB R qulgﬁﬁ
Temporary P i [T el e e A R

LN -

8=

319
151

74

99

16
11

21

2117
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3.

RE-IEVELOPMENT OF THE BUNGALOW ESTATES.

Community Centre Estate.

The number of occupied bungalows remaining on this estate has
been reduced to sixty-five.

During the yeor, progress was made wiih the building of
twenty-eight houses in the Beechfield Hoed area, and plans were being
prepored to provide sixteen units of retirement accommodation as the
second phase of this development.

WELFAHE .

One of the most encourcging aspects was the very close
co-operation which existed under the "umbrella" of the Mediecal Officer
of Hezlth, betwesn the Housing Department and loeal G.P.s, Health Visitors,
Digtrict Murses and officers of various welfare agencies, both statutory
andi woluntary, so that a concerted effort could be made in toking early
gteps to prevent potential problems from developing and becoming
esgtoblighed,

This "preventiwve" ospect of Housing Welfare does not produce
spectacular individual resulta, but the cumulative effect must surely be
of paramount importance when one considera the tine and energy consuming
efforts made in containing end improving standards of established "hard
core" problem families in the district, mony of whom are, or for cbvious
reasons are likely to become, Council tenanta.

This co—operation however, was by no means confined to a concerm
for problem families, but covered the welfare of others who, by virtue of
physical or mental handicaps, or unsatisfactory housing, were considered
to be in need of additional help or supervision.

El- ﬂm EUPPIIEE‘I

I am indebted to Mr.C.R.Phillips, Engineer to the North Wilts
Water Boord, for the following information:-

Water supplies of the North Wilts Water Board are obtained from
underground scurces in limestone acquifers, having reletively abundant
storage facilities and ‘providing water of a high standard of purity
suitable for public supplies. The water is herd in character (between
150 and 360 parts per million total hardness).

The water supplies in the area of the North Wilts Water Board
have been satiafzctory in quality and quantity and regular supervision of
the guality of water supplies is exercised by submitting samples every
week for bactericlogical examination.

The latest Annuzl Report of the Boaord stated that of reporte on
1403 samples submitted from consumers' points of supply, 1332 were
satisfactory, having coliform counte of less than 1, 54 had coliform counts
of 1-2, end 17 had counts of 3 or more. On occasions when reports of
coliform counts are raceiwved, inwvestigations and repeet sanpling are
immediately undertaken and continued until satisfactory reports are
raceived.



Similar supervisory work is remlarly earried out on the
untreated woters of the Board's sources and the sbovementioned Anmual
Beport summarised the results as followsi-

T39 samples ﬁf raw water were submitted.

553 reported to be excellent with coliform counts of less than 1.
93 were satisfactory with eoclifomm counte of 1-3.

52 were suspicious with coliform counts of 4-10.

41l were reported to have coliform counts of owver 10.

Chlorination of all sources is practised with the aim of

obtaining chlorine residuals ot all consumers' points of supply of
between 0+1 and Q-3 parts per million. The only other treatment of water

carried out is aeration at the Chippenham sources.

Chemical and mineralogical exsminotion of the water at all
gourees iz obtained at intervals of about 9-10 months and these gamples
exanined to cbhserve any changes which may indicste differing conditions of
the sources or the catchment area percolation.

In most of the deep borehole sources in the limestone acquifer,
fluoride ceeurs naturally in quantities of from 0+4 to O*T parts per
million, but it is usually absent in the waters of shallow wells and

spring sources.

All the water supplied by the Board is reported to be nct
plumbo-solvent. At the request of the Ministry of Housing and Local
Government in November 1967, an exerciss was carried out to examine the
guantity of lead in the water after passing through lead pipes. The
Countieg Public Health Laboratories, London, who corried out the exercise,
reported "...in conformmity with the chemical characteristics of these
sampleg, the finding in respect to lead confirms expectation that the
water would not exert undus action on lead...” "

The Public Health Department take regular samples of water, and

information regarding these is given in the attached report of the Chief
Fubliec Health Inspector.

F. SEWERAGE AND SEWAGE DISPOSAL.

I 2m indebted to lir.langley-Jones, the Council's Engineer and
Surveyor, for the following information:-

(a) Hardenhuish Sewerage Scheme.

This scheme, which provides drainage for houses in Hardenhuish
Lane and Malmesbury FRoad from Yewstock to the Golf Links, wes virtually
complete at the end of the year.

(b) Linleys and Gastard Sewerage Scheme.

This scheme has now been completed. With the completion of
this acheme, main drainzge has been provided for the whole of the Parish
of Corsham, These proposals covered the houses at Linleys and lonks ILane,
also Gasterd Lane.

=10



(e) South-Eastern Sewerage Scheme.

This schems, designed to cuver Heddington, Sandy Lane, Stockley,
Cherhill, Compton Bagsett ond Yotesbury, has been submitted to the Ministry
for loan ganction. It is very essential in wview of the low-lying grouvnd,
clay soil, and polluted ditches in the area.

(d) Corsham Sewerage Scheme.

This scheme consists of relief sewers and improvements to the
Thingley Sewage Works. Application for loan sanction has been submitted
to the Winiastry.

e OTHER MATTERS.

Details of Services under the Food and Drugs Act 1955 will be
found in the attached Report of the Chief Public Health Inspector, as will
the information required under the Factories Act 196l.

ﬂnﬂﬂaﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂ-ﬁ-ﬁ'









HEPORT of the FUBLIC HELLTH INSFECTOR

e ——— e e —

To the Chairman and Members of the ;
Calne and Chippenhom Rursl District Council:

Mr,Chzirman, ladies 2and Gentlemen,

I howve the honour and pleasure to moke my contribution to the
Anrmel Report of the Mediecl Officer of Hezlth and to degeribe in some
detnil the activities of the Public Henlth Department during 1968.

Fublie Cleansing Serwvice.

I om most concerned about the future tipping foeilities for the
lorge quentities of domestic and trade refuse now being collected frem
properties within the Rurel District. Tipping space is being used up
very repidly ond I estimate that the tipping ares at Clapcote, Grittleton,
will be filled by the end of 1969, thus leaving the Council with one
refuse tip, at Sutton Benger, and & shared tip ot Sands Farm, Calne Without.

The negotizticns with neighbouring locsl cuthorities concerning
joint refuse disposal facilities hawe continued throughout 1968, and by
September five loczl outhorities had mutually agreed that o case for a
joint incineration scheme should be submitted to the Ministry of Housing
cnd Local Government for approvel in principle. The authorities now
interested in this scheme zre:-

Brodford-on-Avon Urbon Distriet Counecil
Colne Borough Council

Chippenhaa Borough Council

Colne ond Chippenham Hural bistrict Council
Trowbridge Urbon District Council.

It wos o matter of some regret that other neighbouring loezl
authorities who hod been invited to participote in the scheme, could not
give it their support.

It was further ocgreed thot a consultants' report be prepared on
the design, capital cost and running costs of such a plant, and that at an
approepricte time a formel cutline plemning applicotion be submitted for
the siting of the proposed incinerator at Thingley, in the Parish of Corsham.

On the besis of information supplied to the Hinistry of Housing
and local Government, confirmation was received thot the Ministry would
consider a propossl for an incineration plont to serve the consortiuvm of
local authorities on receipt of further technical information end financial
details, and there the mctter rested at the end of the year.

Housing Improvemert Gronts.

The Ministry of Housing and Local Government, in April 1968,
published Command 3602 - "Old Houses into New Homes" - incorporating
proposals for incressing the maximum amounts of discretionsry and standard
grents, end for meling more flexible the conditions subject to which they
are obtained. The normal moxieum level of discretionary grant would be
raised from £400 to £1000, and the ceiling for standard grants would be
rmised from £155 to £200.

-13-



New powers are proposed in connection with area improvements
and I welcome the idea of improving the amenities of older properties,
and am pleased that the Government will encourage local authorities to
improve the environment, as opposed to the interiors, of the houses.

The creation of children's play spaces, perking spaces, or tree planting,
will add to the attroction of the older residentizl areas in towns and
large cities. The proposal of the Government to moke an exchequer grant
of 50% of cpproved expenditure, up to the limit of £100 per house, on
works and the purchase of land for improving the environment of an area,
gshould give local authorities the necessary encouragement to proceed with
these desirable projects.

I regret the undue delsy in implementing these proposals, and I
am very disappointed that the Government does not propose to replace the
present improvement provisions contained in Part II of the Housing Act 1964
with simplified compulsory legislative chonges. In fubure, local
authorities will hawve the power to declare General Improvement Areas, but
will only be able to persuade owners to improve their houses; where
persuasion fails, the only altemmative is for & Council to acguire the
property with a view to improvement.

Infecticus Disecses.

Probably the most stressed instruection in our routine
investigations is the need for frequent and thorough washing of hands,
egpecielly after using the cleoset. This is the most fundospentzal of the
rules of hygiens and to any civilised person it is imperative. Tet in so
meny houses with all modern cmenities we find the obstacle to hygiene
rresented by the woter closet on its own, without & wash-basin in the same
room or in the compartment on the way out. The "separate closet" is often
extolled, as if it were a virtue!

oince hond-washing is essentisl, it is cbsurd to do it the hard
way by having to go to snother room, recontaminating freshly-washed hands
on previously soiled door handles. It ia much worse, of course, if someons
elge is uging the wash-bagin. Then, there is the dizgusting alternatiwve
of not weshing at all or using the kitchen sink where the family food is
prepared, thus turning the sink into & means of eross-infection for the
rest of the household.

4l1 this bad hygiene is so easily avoidable., It would give me
great comfort to see the combination cof weter closet and wash-basin made
obligatory, and since both water supply and drainage are already available
for the clceet there would be no practical difficulty, but I feel that those
wWho are responsible for designing these separnte closet schemes have little
appreciation of the mechanics of hygiene.

The mention of the kitchen sink reminds me, rather sadly, of the
stupid trend to use it to describe modern drems of & squalid nature.
This is o pity, because the kitchen sink should be one of the cleanest
things in the cleanest room in the house. Those who coin this phrose must
have a very unwholesome background, and I would not relish the food they

Prepare.

The Gypsy Problem.

For the second year running, I regret I am unable to report any
regional progress in respect of the provieicn of suitable ocamping facilities
officizlly requested by the Ministry of Housing and Local Government. I
5till have no dirvect knowledge of the County Council's proposals in
connection with this vexed problem.



I look ferword to the time when we con reguest gypeies to
vacate their roadside verge aites and direct them to plaeces where they
may lewfully stay, where they may bes.n to enjoy the freedom of being on
tha right side of the law, and from where the children can go to school
gnd begin to learn to read and write. From thess small beginnhings there
will emerge a new type of gypsy, much more readily accepted than he is at
present, but it will teke more than one generation amd it will have to
gtart with the children. Until the sites are providsd, not even this
humble start can be made.

Civie Amenities Act 1967.

On the 28th July 1968, Part III of this Act, which desls with
the removal and disposal of abandoned wehicles, came fully into force, and
local suthorities are now reguired to remove all vehicles which secn to
have been abandoned. If the car appears to be in working order it is
towed into storsge and the owner notified so that he may reclaim it on
payment of the prescribed chorges. If it is & "wreck", it hng to be left
where it is for seven deys, bearing a notice requiring the owmner to remove
it; =t the end of thiz period it iz removed and destroyed.

In practice, = mumber of diffieculties howe arisen. Putting a
notice on a "wreck" acts as an invitation to the public to remove any
ccpponents they want; even engines and wheels have been taken, and
unwanted parts are littered cround the site. We therefore tow awmay
everything which can possibly be regarded as a "runner".

Owners of wehicles which break down and are abandoned by the
roadside cccasionally prove difficult to trace end, becouse such cars
change hands gquickly, we hove found that the registered owner has recently
gold the car. The new owner mey be anonymous or "gone owey" when we try
to contact him.

There is no market for even the best vehicles we have removed,
except as gerap after they hove bees broken down, and it seems tict thess
provisions can only be opercted =t & loss to the Council.

Gonclusion.

I am pleased to be sble to report o contimaction in the
improvement of the environmental conditions in the Rural District, through
rising standards of housing, publiec health services, food hygiene, and the
general well-being of the distriect.

I would like to pey o special tribute to two former colleagues
who retired during 1968, noemely, Dr.C.L.Broomhecd, Medieal Officer of Health,
and Mr.R.A.Witham, Engineer and Surveyor. I have hoad the privilege of
working with these officers for many yeors snd I would like to express my
deep appreciction of the help and encouragement they have given to me during
our very close asscciction.

The public can be satisfectorily served only by = happy and
regpected portnership between elected representatives snd the offiecers of
the Council, and I am sure this spirit is exemplified in the conduct and
work of this Cowneil,

I have the honour to he,
Ladies and Gentlemen,

Tuﬁr obedient Servant,
H. J. TAYLOR,
Chief Publiec Heslth Inspector.
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A FUBLIC HEALTE - GENERAL.

=

DRAINAGE .

(a) Sewer Connections.

The seweroge scheme for Grittleton hos been completed and
houses which formerly drained to old drocks have been connected to the

BEWETS.

Work of connccting propertics to the sewers of Stage I of the
North-Ecstern Sewerage Scheme has been completed except for one or two
copes which are still in hand.

Most of the drainnge nuisances in the aren served by Stage II
of the WHorth-Eastern Sewernge Scheme have been eliminnted by connections
to the acwer but some Temain, and these will be pursued during the
coming yeor. This arec ineludes Foxham, Ecst Tytherton, snd the road
A.420 up to Deuntsey Lock.

One deloying fector has baen the long woit for the ineremsed
contribution in Housing Improvement Gronts. When this becomes operative
I con expect to rsceive & number of applicctions for improvement grents
in this area, now that proper drainsge focilities are available.

The Hardenhuish ond Iinleys and Gostord schemes are almost
completed and will be ready for use early in 1969.

tntutory noticos were served on the owners of four properties
requiring the provision of satisfuctory droinocge, and three houses wera
connected to sewsrs by the Council in default and the cost charged to
the owners.

[b) Sampling of Effluents from Sewage Disposal Works.

All sampling of effluents from the Council's sewnge disposal
works is arronged by the Engineer and Surveyor ond carried cut by Mr.Hill,
Chemist at Thingley Sewnge Disposal Works.

e) TLand Aot 1961,

An increcsing cmount of the Department's time is being taken up
by compleinte of flooding frem badly-flowing watercourscs ond ditches.
In probably every cose this is due to neglect on the part of the riparian
oWners, and as a coummity nuisance one could term it unnecessarily
self-inflicted. There seems to be a modern tendency not to give regular
attention to cleaning out wvegetation and maintoining the grodient.

Usging the Land Drainapge Aet to reguire the persons respomsible
to maintein their lengths is a cumbersome, slow process and involwves the
Furnl District Council, the owmners, the River Authority, the Divisiomal
Surveyor and the County Iond Agent's Department, but it can be made to wozk.

Thiz year we £ll met to deal with the watercourse from Ewalletts
Farm, through Upper Town and Ridgeway to The Bourne, at Christian Molford.
It was arranged to mcke a survey early in 1969 so that the actusl work
could be done in favourable weether, as soon ns possible afterwards. This
watercourse has long been a nuisance, made more complicated by the
unaveidable discharge of drainsge into it. Howewer, the laying of the
public sewer removed sll domestic pollution, and it is now peesible to
desal with the matter under better conditions.
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The watercourse from The Comedy to the Avon at Christian
Malford hag alao given trouble btut this is being dealt with by informal
requests to the various owners, witk a reasonable degree of mucceas.

I must however, report with pleasure the refreshing experience
of arranging a meeting with a2 group of farmers at Foxham and an officer
of the Bristel Avon River Authority. The farmers were all extremely
keen to work together to re-grade their ditches if the Eiver Authority
did soma work on the main stream to give them the necessary fall.

The result of this positive outloock was the early execution of the
Hver Authority's part of the work.

I think there is 2 moral here: that is, that if all affected
parties were equaelly positive and co-operative there would be many more

happy endings.

(4) Flocging.

The wvery heavy reins of mid-July gave rise to flooding in
various low-lying parts of the Bural District, tut the flooding in
Lacock wes the most serious. There, the volume of surface water was
such a8 to engulf the Thingley end Corshom sewage disposal works, thus
adding very diluted sewage to the flood hagard fn this village.

Ius to these unusual and unpleasent circumstances, the Counedl
gave special but limited aid to the flood victims by providing labour and
transport for the removal of debris and damaged furniture. A supply of
diginfectant was mode awailable to each affected housshold.

The flood victims in the villages of Castle Combe, Christian
Malford, East Tytherton, Foxham, Kington 5t.licheel, Hettleton and
Yatton Keynell, had to deal with their own problems with help from loeal
volunteers not affected by the floods.

FUBLIC CONVERIENCES.

Publie conveniences are maintained in the parishes of Box,
Castle Combe, Colerne, Corsham and Lacock, amd little trouble has been
experienced with wanton damage except at the Colerne conveniences, where
windows have been broken and water fittings domaged.

Improved washing facilities were made available in the Box
conveniences by the provision of hot air hand-dryers.

The proposed new public conwveniences in Corsham and Leccock
were not provided during the year, &s allowed for in the estimates.
The Engineer and Surveyor has now preparcd the detailed drawings for
these conveniences and it is hoped thet they will be constructed
during 1969.

WATER SUFFLIES.

Amost all of the water supplied to the Bural District is
provided by the North Wilts Water Board, with the Bristol Waterworks
supplying a2 small arze at Burton. The Buxted Chicken Company obtains
water from its own borehole for its Poultry Packing Station at Sutton
Bengar,

Extension of Mains Supply to Cl o] Corton, Hi O
This main was eventuzlly laid in the early part of the year.

It wag hoped to effect immediate connections to the individual properties
but there werse congiderable difficultics in getting the owmer to agree
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to poy the comnection charges. This hns now been done ands the North
Wilts Water Boord will do the necessary work very early in 1969. It
will be a great relief when this longstending project is accomplished.

Adequocy of Supplies.

The North ¥ilts Tloter Board has extended its supply to the
Hither Farm aren of Pewshon and the premises which I reported lost yeor
to be sithout woter because of the failure of their private supplies,
are now oll comnected to the maina.

Local improvements have baen made at Kingsdown, Box, and
supplies to this area are now adequate.

No reports of water shortages hawe been received during the
year and, so far as in lmown, the few private supplies as well os mains
guppliss, have been adequate.

Private Water Supplies.

Samples were taken of & proposed privaete supply at North
Wraxall. It is intended to usze this sourece fto replace the existing
supply to a form which is too far from the mains for connection at a
reasonable cost. The results of the samples and location of the spring
suggest that & pure and adequate supply should be obfeined, and means
of collecting the water and protecting the souice were diseussed with the
Water Engineer who will install the new system.

Two cther privote supplies, from shallow springs, ware
investigated and found to be polluted. The presence of pollution in
these was only to be expected as the spring cotchment arezs not only
colleet water, they are the depository for droppings of countless wild
animals &nd birds. A major consideration in such a cese is whether or
not there is any human pollution via septic tanks, soakaways, privies,
or pail-closet burying. (One supply has already been replaced by a
nonnection to the meins; the other supply has been overhaunled and
ehlorinated, and is in process of beling sampled afresh to see if it
should continue in use.

Contamination.

4 mumber of suspect samples were again obtained from the Burton
supply. These were reported to the Bristol Woterworks Company and an
improvement effected with their co-operation. There were no complaints
of discoloured water from Burton this year.

An unsatisfactory sample at Yatesbury, Cherhill, led to check
sampling in that area and from adjacent services on the s=me supply.
The Worth Wilts ‘ater Board a.mveat:.gated end carried out works which
cleared the trouble.

Other unsatisfoctory reports were followed up, but nothing
significant was found.

ling.
Samples of treated water, as supplied to consumers, are token
by this Deparment for bacteriological examination. Weekl:,r gamples are

taken from the main sources and from various points to give comprehensive
coverage of the supplies throughout the area.

i



Analyais of Reports on Samples taken for
Bactericlogical Examination by this Department.

Eﬁ.‘l‘.mfﬂ.ctuzw Suspect  Unsatisfactoxy
{Won-faecel  (Faecal-type
coliforms : coliforms
f presert) | present)

Weekly Samples: :
Bristol Waterworks: Burton i 34

; 15 -

Calstone supply: Theobalds Green 46 1 -

Cherhill " 3 Yatesbury i 41 10 1

Chippenham: " 1 Bowden Hill : ¢4 - -

L] n : Fivenlﬂﬁrs 45 2 -

Goodshill L ¢ Velley Hill ; 38 - =

Rodbournea W Stanton 5t.Quintin: &4 1 -
Washwells " 1 Box Elia.rkﬁt Place) 44 4 4 |

Wildenham " ; Box (Bargates) 45 2 1

Mixed sources: Castle Combe 46 3 -
Christian Malford | 48 - - |

Colerne 45 2 1

Corsham (Bath Road) . 47 - -

Hilmarton 44 - 2

Karshfisld Reserwoin ! 42 T -

Nettleton (Horsdown) 37 T -

West Kington o A 2 2

lionthly Sampless: Compton Bassett 15 - -

Drayeot Cerne ; 14 1 1

East Tytherton 11 - -

Foxhamn i 11 1l 1

Grittleton 11 1 -

Neston 12 - -

Totals of Samples teken:
Publie supplies ses  mew was  mnw gee Bl 59 9
Private supplies sss  ses was aws sse 1L 4 10

Sampling by the North Wilts Water Board.

The Engineer to the Weter Beoard hoe kindly given me the following
results of bastericlogical examination and chemical analysis of samples
taken by the Board,

(a) Bacteriologicel Examination of Water from Sources:

Source - Ho. of : Cr.tlifnrm l..mmtsl:
RoNples Iaasti‘mnl "1-3 ¢ 4-10 ;10 endmare

Cherhill and Yetesbury | |

Borehole 51 i 50 - 1 -
Chippenham " 47 ] 20 14 6 1
Goods Hill . e g el 44 3 - -
Fettleton i g e [ L 17 - - - 1
Rodbourne L] 47 44 3 = =
Calstone Spring | 46 | T 20 TR 3
Washwells " - AT 21 21 1 4
Widdenham i 2 AT el 1§ E 14




(v)

Bacteriological Examination of Samples

taken from Consumer Supply Points.

Ddigtriet

Ho.

‘of
Samples

Coliform Counta:

dess than1; 1-2 3 and move

Celne and Chippenhom
Bural Distriet

819

TS

47

4

(e)

Chemical Analysis of Raw Water.

Turbidity

PeHa

Conductivity

Chlorine as
Chloride (

Hardne ss {
Carbenate {
Hon-Carbonate (

C02 (

Fitrate H. (
{
Fitrite H. (

Ammoniacael N.(
Albuminoid . (

gan
Absorted (
| etals (

Fluoride (

Totel Solids (p.p.m)

)
)
)
) 85
)
)
)

) 0.01

i Lass I'EEEE
‘than 1 than 3;

| Ta5
| 590
. 400

A
650
450

531
355
270

37
210
185

85

20
| 3.5

less §
. than .
. 0.01 |
: 0.G3 .

36
0.8
Hil

) mi1 W

} 0,20 i

Pomil

. Less
! then :
0.1

E 190

135
B

' Wil

Wil

- Nil

il

i Tef

- 250

16

55
12

i1

0.30 ¢

i Iess j

t-hzm
0,1 ¢

21

. 330
. 270

36

e
|

: Wil

PNl

Hil'

| Nil

Izsa
than

: Hil ;Isss ? Less f Less
‘than 1ithan 3 ‘than 3

£
: 420
290

il

270
;EBD

32

: 4.2
. Wil

0,01

- mil
. 0.10
T

‘ less
i than
.l

| Tl
: 590
. 410

12
© 350

3,0

I s i
" 0.01
| Fil

. ML

T

0,15 |

Q.1 -

£ 745
- 600
420

43

' 305
- 250

35
17

0.6

C Ml

- Wil

Q.50

0.55

These waters are not plumbo-solwvent, being relatively
"hard" waters, with & high dogree of permanent hardness.

7
| 570
390

13

320

265

55
45

3.5

L Wil

F 0,09

0.0L

Wil

i 0,30

i dor
1 Diﬂé £

Nil

: less
i ~than

0.1 §
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REFUSE COLIECTION AND DISPOSAT.

(z) Refuse Collection.

In 1967 theCouncil gave consideration to the report of the
Yorking Party on Refuse Collection, when it was found that the Council
was already providing certain of the services recommended in the report,
i.e. specizl collecticns of bulky refuse and fumiturs and the disposal
of abandoned cars.

As Consultants had been engaged to carry out work study of the
three outside departments, it was decided not to change the frequency of
refuse collection for the time being, but it wag egreed to intraduce a
pilot scheme for "peper sack" collection of houseshcld refuse from
approximately 500 dwellings located et Budlee and Prospect, Corsham.

This gcheme was put into operation during the year and it has
received the general approval of the householdsrs served by this system
of collection, and the method is approved by the refuse collectors.

The labour force remains unaltered and consists of one working
foreman, one tip attendant, four loader-drivers, ten ashbinmen and one
man engeged full-time on paper baling. Mainterance of the force has been
most difficult, six employees having left the service durines the year.

I have been fortunate in recent months in finding ycung replecenent
employees who have now become valusble members of the department. I
would however, like to express my gratitude to the small group of men who
have formed the backbone of the service and who have served the Couneil
faithfully and well for a number of years. Without this sclid core of
labour it would not be possible to operate this service, which is
expected to expand year by year.

The Council's fleet of wehicles now includes:-

#* Org = Bedford 12 cu.yd. aide-loader] purchased 1959
Ono - Shelvoke and Drewry 18 cu.yd. (with power-press “ 1961
ne - - 4 . 35 cu.yd. (compression type . 1963
D]':IE = n L1} n 35 cu.:'d' n L1} i 1954
me = L1} L1} L1] 35 ﬂ-u-j’d-- L1} L1} " 1965

# This wchicle was Teplaced by a similar type
of wehicle which waa delivered in mid-Decembter.

It moy interest llembers to lmow that the distance travelled by
these vehicles in 1968 exceeded 89,000 miles.

(b) Refuse Disposal.

In the preface to this report I hawve expressed my concern at
the shortage of suitable tipping space and the position becomes more acute
with each succeeding year. The wvery useful guarry situated just weat of
Colerne became full during the year and ell refuse from this parigh now
has to be taken to the Clapeote tip at Grittleton. The future life of
this tip ia thus being reduced and I ealenlate that it will be filled by
the end of 1969.

This means that the Council will be left with two tipping areas,
one in the old gravel pits at Sutton Benger and the other in the sand
excavations at Sands Farm, near Calne.

(e) Bupply of Dustbins.

The Council has continued its policy of purchasing dustbins
for re-sale to householders at cost price plus a small delivery charge,
and 120 dustbins were sold during the year.

-0



b1

6

(d) The Litter Problem.

We in the Public Health Le, artment are all litter-conscious
and we go cut of our way to ensure thot the Rurel District is kept free
from litter, even to the extent of collecting it in the boots of our
cars as we travel arcund the district. We note any large accumulations
and make arrangements for these to be cleared by the Public Cleansing
Department, but I find that we are fighting a losing battle and a change
of tactics does not bring success.

I share the wviews of a loeal megistrate who, when passing
gentence on a person found guilty of depositing litter, expressed
dissatisfaction that he could only impose a maximum fine of £1C.8.0.;
this is no deterrent and a fine of £50.0.0. would be more aporopriate.

(e) Civic Amenities dct 1261.'

This hct has enabled us to deal with abandoned vehicles much
more effectively than hitherto. Two cases which gave us trouble were
two caravans left behind by departing contractors who hed been engaged
on Post Office contracts, laying cables under the roads.

The threatened cost of removal, storage and dispossl fees is
encouraging owners o come forwurd and remeve vehicles of their own
accord but in far too many cases it is proving impracticable to trace
ovmers of vehicles abandoned by persons passing through the district.

- Daring the year we deslt with eleven wehicles under the
provigions of the Civic Amenities Act emnd, of these, five were removed
by their cwners, ons was "sold" to a loeal garage in lien of charges
incurred in towing it off the road, and six vere broken up at Sutton
Benger refuse .tip and sold as scrap.

SALVAGE OF WASTE PAFFR.

The Council has continued to collect waste paper separately from
household refuse, not because it is economical to do so, but to help to
reduce the "bulk" of material collected and to conserve space im our
limited tipping areas. It should also be borme in mind that every ton of
waste paper salvaged iz saving the country money, 28 the quantity of wood
pulp imported is thereby considerably reduced.

I em glad to report that during the year the salling' price cf
mixed baled paper has been increased from £6.10.0. per ton to £7.10.0.

During the year, 316 tons of baled paper was sold for £2217.0.0.,
an inerease of £100.0.0. over the previcus year.

CARAVAN STTES.
(2) Private Caravan Sites.

The number of licensed sites at the end of the year was.
twenty-four, & reduction of four on the previous year. Two new temporary
licences, one at Cherhill and one at Christicn Malford, were issued during
the year. :

The site at Thickwood, Colernme, continues to cause concern.
Having been formed on the remaing of a war-time hutted site, practiecable
improvements on the site are limited, and it hes only been possible to
re-houese o¢ne of the families in the dilapidsted vana.
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B.

Total Humber of Current Licences.
Parishsi Ho. of Licences: lio. of Ceravana:

()
S R e et

Box

Bremhill
Cherhill
Chrigtian Malford
Colerne

Corsham
Hilmarton
Kington Langley
Lacock

Horth Wraxall
Pewsham

Sutton Benger

]
|-h- |NHP—'HMMM-F-I‘-&J-‘WW
3]

I:i {mt—lp-l-mmw

(b) Sites Provided by the Council,

The eighty-seven caravan standings provided by the Council hawve
been maintained at Corsham, Sutton Benger and Yatton Keymell, and there is
gtill a demand for this facility. The Council has decided howewver, to zun
down the small site for five caravans at Goatacre, Hilmarton, as it has
served its useful purpose.

NUISANCES FROM INTENSIVE FARIING.

The complaints of smell from spraying of pig mermure from the TOO
or s8¢0 pigs on the experimentzl establishment at Marden Farm, Calne, have
continued throughout the jear. The earlier method of edding a decdorant
to the liguid manure was not succesaful and both this Council and Calne
Borough Council made strong representations to the Company. During the
gummer there was a demonstration on the farm of a proposed new masking agent;
when this was used the smell "disappeared', The experiment was generally
agreed to be a success and, as & result of the afterncon's performance, the
Company put the matter in hand.

Briefly, it is 2 liguid masking egent which is atomised into the
air when the pump-trailer is blowing, sucking and spraying. To be effective
the apparatus has to be attached to the trailer and for the experiment the
electric motor atomiser was powered by the mains electrieity supply of
240 volts. To accompany the trailer the motor will hawve to be driven by the
tractor engine or battery, and the abaence of a suitable pump has caused a
disappointing delay. Despite expresaed hopes, manufacture had not been
achieved by the end of the jear, but I most sincerely hope it will be im use
by next spriag. We are by no means the only asuthority with such a muisance.
Intensive farming has brought similar problems to many others and there must
be a congiderable potential demend for this type of apperatus.

SCHOCLS .

With the general modernisation of schools in the district, we now
have little cause to visit them, except in the case of outbreaks of
infectious disease. General supervision is carried out by the County
Public Health Iepartment. A complaint was received from a new school at
Corsham that unplezsant smells from the tollets entered the eclassrocms, and
on investigation it was found that doors from the ftoilets commected directly
with classrooms. On referring the matter to the County Council, we were
informed that this arrangement is spproved by the Ministry in accordance with
the modern ideas of their designers. This seems an odd line of thought
becanse Building Regulations (which do not apply to schools) have always
required an intervening space between a closet and an occupied room.
FPortunately, on a proposed extension to the school, these commmicating doors
hawve been elimineted, at the firm request of the governors.
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INFECTIOUS DITEASH.

During 1968 enguiries were made into the followirg cases of
infectious digeass:-

Dysentexy e L T i e R 3L
Infective Hepatitis .ov +ve 4s- i
Sl mane AT il S hadhs e e o 5
Scarlet Fewver Brralel. Do s A 2
Emllﬂmﬂ (Wﬂt&ﬂts} @ e a aw 1
Tl.l.hEI'l'.‘.'ulﬂHiE & E# s R B oa oW 2

Twanty of the dysentery cases during the year occurrzd emong
punils at a Corsham school and invelwved children from Corsham and Colerne.
Some ninety visits were mode before the outbreak was cleared.

The occurrence of Sonne dysentery in schools has a certain
advantage 28 it is a relatively mild disease but gives us the opportunity
of impressing upon all the children the necessity for routine hand-washing.
The effect of this is noticeable now, as girls concerned in the big Corsham
outbrealk of 1956 are rearing their ewn children and vwe find that they have
not forgotten the lesson they learnsd at thet bims.

Five visits were made, as preceutionary icisuvzs, to persons who
had been in contact with notifiable diseases in other districts.

During August a case of Szlmonella food poisoning was notified,
which proved to be an interesting one. The petient had attended a party
at a public house outside the Rural District and had eaten a buffet supper,
after which most of the forty guests were taken ill. The source of
infaction = Salmonells Montevideo - was traced to pre-roasted chicken
obtained from & st.p in Swinden. The manager and an assistant at the
shop were found to be symptomless excretors of the organism.

SATMONELLA TNFECTIONS AND BROILER CHICKEN FROIUCTION.

There wes some national publicity following 2n outbreak of food
poisoning in Liverpool, which was traced to the consumption of chickens,
and attention was drawn to the risk of Salmonells food poizoning from
imperfectly-cooked chickens.

Although there was no connection between this outbreak and the
broiler packing station at Sutton Benger, this station is claimed to be
the largest in the country and I think it appropriate to state the findings
of my own experience and observationa.

There are about 400 employees involved in the varicus stages of
preduction from live handling, through to bleeding, de-feathering,
eviscerating, grading, trussing and peccing. These employees amd their
families also probably eat more than the normal average of chicken,
because they are able to obtain them at roduced prices from the firm and,
from this, one would expect evidence of any food poisoning hazard to
appear among these workers or their families. In fact, I cannot remember
the last case of Salmonella food poisoning in the nearby area, and this
village hag a lower incidence of intestinal infection than most.

This is only circumstantial evidence and it is not impossible
for the strain of Salmonella - said to be & most agressive one - which
cauged the Liwerpocl outbraak to appear at Sabtton Benger. Howewver, it is
necessary to put the situation in perspectiwve and the absence of reports of
:xi ﬂztb?-‘ﬂﬂkﬂ may mean that factors outside the packing station are

Vel
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The rigk of Salmonella infection is alwoys present in the
dressing of meat and poultry, but it iz normally removed Uy the cooking
ITocess. Host of the Lroilers prodused at packing staticns arve deep-
frozen, and it is posaible for the “liside of & carcase not to reach a
mufficient temperaturs unlesa the bird iz properiy thawad out before
cooking. Broilers are not a "econvenience food" which can with safety
be unwrapped and immediately put in the oven.

A few years ago, the Director of Bath Public Healih Laborotory
sarried out & seriecs of tests for Salmonella on birds teken from the
production line and I am now trying to arrange for some routine testing
to be done. TUnfortunately, the test is not as simple as those devised
for milk, water and ice-cream, and there appeers to be & ghortage of
lahoratory steff and facilities for this work.

CFFENSIVE TRATES.

There are no of fensive trades in this Bural District which come
within the provisions of Section 107 of the Publie Health Aet 1936,

AGRICULTURAL (SAFETY, HEALTH AND WEIFAKE) PROVISIONS ACT 1956.

The Council, uwnder this Act, has a respensibility to see that
agrien]tural employees are provided with satisfactory closet accommodation.

B, FOODr AND DRUGS.

FOOD FREMISES: FO0OD HYGIENE (GEWERAL) REGULATIONS 1960.

The food premises within the Rural Distriet consist ofi-

No.complying Ho.of premises to which
with Regn.lé| Regn.19 (facilities for
(wash-basins| waghing food and equip-
Premises: No.: rovided): |-ment)i-
(ad i S
appliss: is-complied
i withs
Bakers T T T T
Butchers 9 a8 g a8
Pish-and-Chip Shops 2 2 2 2
Figh and Fruit Shops 6 6 3 3
Grocers and :

General Stores T2 T2 i n
Licensed Premises 60 60 &0 &0
Restanrants and Cafes 10 10 10 10
Sweets and Ices Shops 14 14 - -
Factories and i

Distributors 2 2 1 1
182 181 | 123 |ooI22

We have continued our efforts to secure the improvement of all
food premises in the distriet and one sghop in particular - at Kington S5t.
Michael - has been greatly improved. This shop has had four owmers
during the past ten yeors and the rate of progress until now has been
very slow. One unsatisfactory small general store has been closed and
ig not likely to be re-opened.

~26-
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Poultry Packing Station, Sutton Benger.

This factory continues to -=ceive, as far as is possible,
three visits a week. Throughout the year there have been extensive
alterations, additions, improvements and replacements, made necessary
by the need to increcse throughput to setisfy the ever-growing public
demand for broiler chickens.

One of the improvements was the installation of a gassous
gystem of water chlerination to replace the rather cbsolete liguid doser.
This enables the chlorine content to be maintained at ten parts per million
or more, and is a most desirable aid to keeping the product safe.

Further apparatus to inerease the dosage is under discuasion.

For years now, many of thess broilers have been sent to the
large chain stores, which are big enough and enlightened encugh to
maintain company laboraturies. Handom samples are taken from each
consignment for bacteriological examination, and they have to pass the
gtandards laid down in the contracts. This commercial arrangement has
2 permanent effect on the maintenance of hygiene in the factory and, since
hygiene is indivieible, all throughput gets the same treatment, ineluding
that which iz sent to leas pertioulecr customers.

It is worth contemplating how {‘bacterialmual_.ly} these deep-
frozen broiler carcases compare with othor poultry dressed entirely
by hand; also with pork, lemb and beef cercases, and much-handled jointsy
and, indeed, how they compare with cold, sliced cooked meats, trifles,
cugtard tarts and cream pastries, which we buy and eat without further

cooking.

Licensed Premises.

The remsining three public houses menticned in last year's
Anrual Report now have new sanitary accommodation, and major improvements
to another heve been completed.

For some yeaxs now, it has been the policy of the department to
ask the brewery companies not te spend money on patching up old amenities
but to scrap and renew them with medern schemes. This has gsometimes
meant waiting two or three ycara to fit in with the brewers' programme cf
works, but it hes been well worthwhile, not only to us but to the trade
itself.

There are sixty licensed premises in the Rural District.

Bakehousges.

The mumber of bakehouses in this distriet is seven, the same as
last year, situated ati-

Bremhill ... [ PR !
Castle f..'-ﬂm‘b& - e 1
che-rh‘ill LR ® R R Ba# l
cﬂlﬂmﬂ LI LE B ] LA ] 1

3
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Fried Fish Shope.

There are two fish-and-chip shops in the Rural District, at
Colerne and Corsgham.

FOOD COMPLATNTS.

Ten complaints concerning food, varying from metel in bread to
stale potato crisps, were dealt with during the year. ‘Where appropriate,
the complaints were taken up with the producers and the Public Health
Departments of the Ddstricet concerned.

i
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Proceedings were taken againat a bakery firm concerning a
piece of sheet metal discovered in a sliced loaf of brecd. On
conviction, & fine of £15.0.0. woa i »osed. There was insofficient
evidence or justification for taking proceedings in regpect of the
other complaints.

Enquiry was made regarding a complaint about the comdition
of a packet of stale potetd orispe purchased from a local irn, btut we
were unable to identify the premises where they were bought. (n
reference to the manufacturers it was found that these crisps had been
produced twelve months before; their wheresbouts in the meantime
remaine & mystery.

Another complaint, of stale cake, elicited the fact that the
calke was six weeks old with a elear code mumber on it, and instructions
from the manufacturer to sell within o fortnight of receipt. .The
retailer received a lecture from us and from the manufacturer on the
observanee of coding and an improvement has resulted.

When & purcheser's complaint of finding a plece of plastic
noterinl in a jor of mormalade was referrved to the makers, they said that
in the interests of hygieniec preduction, they had recently replaced wooden
barrels at the factory with plastic containers, and a sliver of this
material had got into the mix.

Two complaints were received from retailers, ome of metal in
eream and the other of poor cellophans wrapping of meat; thess were
dealt with as normzl complaints and referred to the producers.

On our visits to food shops, we alweys stress the need for
atrict rotation of perishable foods, and advise the retailer to have his
own code number on each article so thaet he can check ita shelf life at
any tima. This is particularly important where sewveral steff are
employed, as & stale package which has been put aside for destruction
may be eold by another assistant.

With the development of modern marketing methods in relation
to foodstuffs, the shopkeeper fust adjust his routine to 2 new tempo,
and this is not always o simple matter.

CONIEMNED FOODS.

During the year the following foodstuffs were examined by the
Public Health Inspectors, found to be unfit, and subsequently surrendered:-

7 x 3#1bs. tinned pork = defective cana.
10 x 61bs. tinned steak - defectiwve lacquering.

Also, due to breskdown of refrigerati.an plants, over £180.0.0.
worth of frozen foods at various shops were condemnsd and removed by the
refuse collectors.

MILK AND DATRIES.

(a) Registration.

The number of registered distributors has dropped slightly.
Retail shops, such as grocers, which sell small guantities of bottled milk,
are included in this category, and changes of owmership and type of trade
of these premises usually accounts for the anmual fluctuation in the
munbers registered.

Nou. of regigtered dairies au e e 10
Ho. of registered distributors sra twew 2L

=zf-
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The dealers' licences to sell designated milk which have been
isgued in this District are for:-

Designation: _

Intreated [ﬂilk wan waw W -
Pﬂﬂt&m‘iﬂﬂd milk o - o #EE
Sterilised milk ... i e ]
Ultra-Heat-Treated milk... rrx  sea

I-—"(hB.I—'

Four producer-retailers sell untreated milk in this Iistriet
and these are licensed by the Ministry of Agriculture, Fisheries and Food.

(b) Milk Sempling for Statutory Examination.

lionthly samples from distributors licensed in this District are
sent to the Public Health Laboratory at Bath. The reports on these were
as follows:-

Satisfactory s »iald waal 20T

Unﬂatiﬂfaﬂtﬂr}r wwe - Ba e 4

Void (shade temperature at Laboratory
exceeded prescribed maximum) ... -

Three of the unsatisfactory samples were taken from one retailer
and all within a few waeks. These were referred to the Public Health
Department of the district concermed with the production of milk, for
investigation. Ho further failures occecurred in the ensuing six months.

(e) Milk Sampling for Biological Examination.

Meenty-four sets of semples were taken from churnz at the farms
of producers who supply untreated milk to retailers in this area. None
of these samplea showed the presence of Tuberculosis or Brucella Abartus.

w2

All samples of milk tzken for statutory exacinstion were also
tegted for the presence of Brucella Abortus, with negative results.

(d) Bottle Rinses.

Twanty-cne sets of empty, washed bottles were submitted for
examination, of which eightesn were satiafactory end three unsstiasfactory.
The unsatisfactory reaults were obtained from bottles supplied to & farmer
by a large dairy for untreated milk to be bottled at the farm, and the
high bacterizl counts were attributed to over-gtocking with empty bottles
at the farm. Production and retailing problems have since csused the
dairy to dispontimie selling this type of milk.

ICE CEEAM.

: The standard of hygiene in the eighty-nine premiges which are

registered for the sale of ice cream has been satisfactory. Fifty-seven

samples of ice cream were taken for routine examinaticn, and of these,

Eitr—tﬁ wera Grade I, five were Grade IT, and none fell within Gradea
or IV.

THE LIQUID EGG (PASTEURISATION) HREGULATIONS 1963.

There are no egg pasteurisation plants in this District.
SLAUGHTERHQUSES AND IJACKERS' YARDS.

The number of corcenges of horses received at the Beddington
knackers' jyerd during the year totalled twelve, eight of these animpls
having been slaughtered on farms.
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S5ix slaughterman's licences have been issued, all to men
employed at the Heddington kmacker's yaxd.

During the year, this Department was called upon to assist the
Chippenhem Borough Council in full-time meat inapection at the Chippenham

bacon factory, dus to illneas of the Borough Council Inaspectore.

This

assistance wag given by one Public Health Inspector for one day early in

September, and for a week later in the same monih by two Inspectors in turn.

B HOUSING.

IMPROVEMENT AREAS.

The improvement area scheme for Priory Street, Corsham, has been
completed, apart from any improvements which may be carried out when the
suspended improvement notices which have been served on the owners of four

houses come into effect in 1971.

Work on the improvement of houses in the Grittleton improvement

area is now in progress.
IHPROVEMENT GRANTS.

The total mamber of houses improved during the year was

elghty-one, nine less than for last year, and is well up to our annual

AVETSgS .
HOUSING ADVANCES.

Government financial restrictions and high interest ratez have

again curtailed our work in comnection with housing advances almost
entirely to cages inwolving improvement grants.

HOUSING STATISTICS.

(a) Number of Dwellings in the District at the end of the year:

No. of permanent dwellings privately owmed ..: ass  sss 20
" i, It " Local allthﬂﬂt}r owred e.s e e

i = tam_pﬁrary e n L L e waw waw

{b) Proceedings under Housing Act 1957.

Houses ingpected for FIitness ... esse see sne  ans  s2s  s2s
Ho. reported az unfit for human hebitation +e¢ cor wis  ses

Kotices served requiring defects to be remedied (566849,10)...

Houses made fit after service of formal noticesi-
{a]'tvomru... S TERR T AT b e S D B
(b) by Local Authority in default of owners

Houses made it as a result of informal action  sse sss  aee

Demolition Orders made (8580.16)  see ses scs sss aas das
Houses demolished as a result of Demolition Orders
Demolition Order revoked, house made fit {Eeu.E-nﬂ... i
War-time bungalows demolished by the Councile.. «ee  was

~30-
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(o)

(a)

(e)

Undertekings not to re-let accepted (Sec.l16) e TP
Undertakings to make fit accepted (5ec.16) suv wus  wus  2as
Undertalkkinga to make fit complied with... o +:0s  cus
Cloging Orders made (8ecs.17;18) ..o soe sss  sas ses  ass
Houpas OIoBRd. s sus - wwa ssle  sas o osas Caae ses b
Cloging Order revoked, house made fit {Sec.27) ... ... -
Overcrowded houses at the end of the year ... svd aus eaw HNil-
Cases of overcrowding discovered during the year... ... Wil

ad e Lo WA R

g ] abated LS IR Hil
Proceedings under Public Health Acts:
Houses inspected for defects under Public Health Act8... ... 13
Fﬁml nﬂtiﬂ&ﬂ EEI"‘?E& R PR 8w o CR LR "a o LR .

Houses rendered fit as 2 result of formal notizes:-

T e e e S S s 1
{h} by Local Authority in default a: MMETHs s * sas  sas -—
Improvement Grants - Discretionsry: 1967 1968
Applieations received for conversions «+.(honses} 5 T
i - " jimprovements...( " ). 47 50
Approvals for conversion oft=-
(i) owmer/oceupied property ...{ " ) 3
(ii) other " T 1
Approvals for improvement of:-
(1) owner/occupied property ...( " ) 25 30
(ii) other " we il W) 11 19
Amount of granta approved for conwversions £1,600 £2,800
A i " " inprovements  £14,032  £18,927
Mo. of dwellings provided or inprowed ... 49 54
dmovnt of grants pald .es  wes ses ewe £18,050 £20,615
Improvement Grants - Standard: 1367 1968
Applications received ... ... +ss ...(houses) 38 33
L approved:=
(i) omexr/occupied property ...( " ) 24 21
(ii) other o e ] 21 7
Ho. of housas 1mproved «se ses  ses  wes R b | 27
Amoont of granta pald ... ere wse owes £7,216 £4,610
No. of bathe or showersz provided... ... 8 25
" " wagh-baaging I - : 36 25
" " water closeils " P 40 25
". " hot water supplies " wa mas T 25
"o fopd stores ] T T 26 14
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HENT ACT 1957.

o applications have been received from tenants for Certificates
of Disrepair and action by the Councii.

HOUSES IN MULTIPLE OCCUPATION.

I lmiow of only one property, at Pickwick Road, ﬂﬂ]:‘f}hﬂ.ﬂl, which
comes within the provisions of Part II of the Housing Act 1%90l. Routine
vigits have been made during the course of the year to this house.

CORDION LODGING HOUSES.

No common lodging houses are registered in this District.
D. FACTORIES, OFFICES, SHOFS, ETC.

QFFICES, SHOPS AWD RATLWAY PREMISES ACT 1963.

Conditions in premises covered by this fAct are generally
satisfactory. Only one accident was reported during the year and, while
hoping that there were no more, I feel that the fact that no more were
reported indicates that moat employers do¢ not realise that they hawve a
duty to report accidents to the Couneil.

In the course of inspections, we now make a point of reminding

employers that they must notify us of every accident which results in an
employee being away from work for three days or more.

(a) Registrations and Inspections.

Wo. of premiscs| Total mo.. of {lio.of rogistered|
registered registered premises receiv-
Class of Premises: during the year| premises at |-ing goneral
end of the inspections
yeart during the year:
Offices 2 34 A L
Retail shops 1 - 66 2
Wholesale shops, . ; L |
warehouses - 2 -
Catering establishments
open to the poblie, ’ '
cantesns 1 18 1
Fuel storage depots 2 4 3
Totals: [ 124 B

The total number of visits of all kinds by Public Haalth
Inspectors to registered premises during 1968, was thirty-four.

_32_



(b) Anelysis of Persons employed in Registered Premises by Workplace.

Class of Workplace:

1
Ho. of persona employed:

Of fices 214
Retaeil shops 221
Tholesale depertments, warshouses k¥
Catering establishments open to the public 68
Canteens 16
Fuel storage depots 16
Totals 872
Total meles: 271
Total females: ol

(c) Exemptions.

Part I: Space (Section 5(2)) .co wiv wvr wee & ees, (WL
Part II: Temperature (Section §) . R R ses  Nil
Part III: Sanitary conveniences (Section 9) W L. ) §
Part IV: Weshing facilities (Section 10} .o. .0 wu. o.. Hil
(d) Contraventions.
Found Remedied:
Sec. 4: Cleanliness - -
" 5: Owvercrowding - -
2 6: Temperature 1 )
It T: Ventilation - -
n B: Lighting - =
- 9: Sanitary conveniences 1 il
" 10: Washing facilities 1 1
" 11:  Supply of drinking water - -
"  12: Accommodation for clothing -
"o 131 Sitting facilitics -
" 14: Seats for sedentary workers - -
"  15: Bating facilities - -
" 16: Floors, passages, stairs 1 2
" 17: Fencing exposed parts of machinery = -
" 18: Protection of young persons from
dangerous machinery - -
"™ 19: Training of young persons working
at dangerous mochinery - -
" 23: Prohibition of heavy work = -
" 241 PFirst aid - general provisions = =
Information for Employses Hegulations 1965 - -
Totals: 4 5
No. of prosecutions: Nil.
(e) staff.
No. of Inspectors appointed under Sec.52(1) or (5) nf the Act ... 4

Ho. of other staff employed for most of their time om woxk in
connection with the Act ... Nil

=33=
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FACTORIES ACT 1961.

o There are eighty-eix registared factories, seven of them being
on Crown property, and therefore controlled entirely by the Factories

Inspectorote.

(a) Registrations and Inspections.

Premises: , L2l e el e No. ofs- :
Register:s | Inspec- | Written [Dccupiers
=-tions Hotices gacuted|
(1) Factories in which
Secsel,2,3,4 and &
are enforced by the
Local Authority - - s =
(2) Factories not included
in (1) in which Sec.7
is enforced by the
Local Authority 86 15 - -
(3) Other premises in which
Sec.T is enforced by
the Local Authority
(excluding outworkers'
premises 5 4 - -
Totals: 9l i3 - -
#* Inspection of fectories which ere also food premise |
(e.g. bakehouses and poultry packing atatims} are
not recorded here, as the maintensnce of sanitary
accommodation is checked during inspecticns under
the Food Hygiens Regulations.
(b) Number of Cases in which Defects were found.
B>y ~. cases where defects were:-
Particulars: Found: |[Remedieds  Referred:- | Prosscu-
to H.M. | by H.M, | —tionss
Insptr. | Insgtr.

Sanitary conveniences
(SEEI T} H

(a) Insufficient

(b) Unsuitable or
defective

{c] Not seaparate for

i the sexes

(e) Outworkers.

No returns of outworkers living in this area have been received

from other suthorities or from employers in this District.

Registration

of persons trimming moulded rubber articles, vhich iz the mein form of
cutwork in the Box and Corsham areas, is not required by law.



E. ROTERT CONTROL.

i

PEEVENTION OF DAMAGE BY PESTS ACT 1949,

{a) BRural Rat Infestotions.

The Council wag without the services of a Rodent Officer during
the period Janmuary-Merch 1968, In April, Mr.Holmes was appointed as
your Rodent Officer and in gquite a ghort time was making & wvalurble
contribution to the control of rodent infestations. Be hes given most
excellent service to the Council during the past nine months.

In oy 1967 Report, I referred to the discussions I had had with
officers of the Ministry of Agriculture, Fisheries and Food, concerning the
organisation of three-day training courses in rodent control for employees
in industries where a lmowledge of effective control is essential so that
rodent extermination can be skillfully and successfully carried out. I
regret that this suggestion has not been taken up by the agricultural
eommunity, or by factory and shop owners of premises where foodstuffs are
gtored in bulk. These courses sghould be free, concise, comprehensive,
and incorporate all the modermn teaching aids, ineluding use of radio,
televizgion and films. :

The problem of rodeat control in a largs zural distrioct of
85,000 acres is immensa, and with the frll so-operation of the whole
community it is only possible to contain the rodent population; complete
eradication is an impossible ftesk. The destruction and contamination
caugsed to foodstuffe by rodents in England and Wales runs into millions
of pounds, so this essential work must not be ignored.

In this Rural District there is more than enough work for two
full-time rodent officers and I hope that at an approjriate time the
Council will consider the sppointment of an additional officer to aseist
with this work.

(b) Inspection of Properties other than Sewers.

Type of Property:-
Non- Agricultursls
Agricultural::
No. of properties in the distriect 8236 1068
Total no. of properties (including .
nearby premises) inspected ;
following notificationt : 154 10
No. infested by:- (i) Rats 62 ; 10
(ii) Mice 21 (|
Total no. of propertiss inspected
on reutine surveys: 193 258
No. infested by:- (i) Rats 45 a2
(i1) Mice 1 3

{ﬁj Sewer Test-Baiting and Treatment.

The test-baiting and treatment of the Council's eighty-seven miles
of sewers form an impertent part of the Hodent Officer's work and with the
addition of new public sewers this work becomes more onerous each year.

=35~
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To carry out tmis work effectively, it iy necesuuly to
test-bait 10% of the sewer memholes in every sewerage scheme within the
Rural District. Hawing initially placed the test-bait in the sewer
manholes, it is then necessary to make two further visits to each manhole
to check whether any "takes" have occurred. Where "takes" are indicated,
g full poison treatment has to be carried out in that section of mewer
where rodent infestation is indicated.

A returmn giving details of this work is forwarded to the

Infestation Control Branch of the Ministry of Housing and Local Government
enach year.

F. MISCELLANEQUS.

FETROLEUM LICENSING.

During 1968, 153 premises wers licensed for the storage of petrol
or petroleum spirit. g

The Home Office published a mew Mpdel Code of Principles of
Construction for petroleum installationa and these recommendations form
the basis of the standard of construction of petroleum installations under
the Petroleum (Consolidation) Aet 1928.

DISEASES OF ANIMATS (WASTE FOODS) ORIER 1957.

There are six licensed swill-boiling plants in the district and
all have been visited to ensure compliance with the Order.

The disastrous and widespread outbrezk of frot-and-mouth disease,
which perticularly affected Shropshire and other Eidland counties, did not
reach Wiltshire, but when the outbreak was at its peak the owners of
licensed premisses were advised to practice strictly the conditions attached
to their licences.

ANTHAL BOARDING ESTABLISHUENTS ACT 1063.

Two additional boarding establishments were licensed durine 1968,
at Christian Malford and Corsham, bringing the totel to seven. Ome such
establishment went ocut of business.

SCRAP METAL IEAIERS ACT 1964.

At the 3lst December 1967, sixteen scrap metel dealers within the
Hural District were registered. During 1968, four additional dealers were
registered from the parishes of Biddestone, Calne Without, Hilmarton and
Sutton Benger. [Eight of these dealers are registered as itinerant
collectors.
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