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PUBLIC HEALTH OFFICERS OF THE AUTHORITY.

METICAL OFFICER OF HEALTH:

GiLlemad’ Tlnl. Hinl' E-m’h, DFPPHF

Offices: 5, Hign Street, Chippenham.
Tel.Nn. Chippenham 2821, Ext.49.

Al=so: Medical Officer of Health for the:

1.

Borougha »f Calne, Chippenham and Malmesbury, and

Bural DMstrict of Melmesbury.

Agzistant County Medicel Officer.

School Mediecal Officer.
Secretary to the Medieal Officer of Health:
S-G-?-ﬁilliﬂmgﬂﬂ, Cﬁrt.RlIlPlH-Hl

CHIEF PUBLIC HEALTH INSFECTOR:

HIJ'T%rlar! MIAIPIHIII’ HIRISIH.

Offinea: Bewley House, Marshfield Road, Chippenham.
Tel.Ne, Chippenham 2854, Ext.59.

Teputy Chisef Public Health Imspector:

iiFlHlHﬂ“&I‘d’ HIAIPIHIII’ A.-R-ErHc

Additional Publie Health Inspectora:

SeH Jurray, M.A.P.H.I.
B.J.8ilvester, M.A.P.H.IL.
G.Jones, M.4.P.H.IL.

(¢) COBITTEES OF THE COUNCIL which are concerned

with ratters of Public Health:

Public Health Committee
Housing Committee
Finance and General Purposes Committee.

These Committees meet monthly throughout the year,
except during August, and deal with all mevters
appertaining to Public Health and Housing.

-=0000000==
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i GENERAL STATISTICS.

ﬁI‘Eﬂr {in E-'GI'EEJ LR LR LA & LR LR ] LA L] 35’338

Population (Registrer-General's estimate) «vv  ses  sas 32,350
Hueher of inhabiteble dwellings, as at lst Lpril 1966.. 8,470
Number of Council dwellings, as at lst April 1966 ... 2,173
Fumber of applicanta for Council dwellinga, as at

3lat December 1966 ... 330
Eateable value, as at lat April 1966 ... sue.  ou. «.. £904,425

Estimated product of Penny Rate, as at let April 1966.. £3, 700
B. VITAL STATISTICS.
—_—

BIRTH AND DEATH RATES.

Birth and Death Rates compared with other lreas.
!Births and deaths per 1000 population, atundurdiaed*].

Birth Rete: Death Rate:
1965 ‘l_ﬁ_ﬁ_ﬁ 19 65 1966

Calne and Chippenhan Rural

Ddgtrict 2l1.3 200 10+4 g+3
Chippenham Borough  see see 16+9 16+9 10-7 10-7
L T 19-5 18+7 10=2 10+4
England and Wales 18«0 177 115 11«7

# Comparability figures are supplied to each District by
the Begistrar-General. These take into account the
varying age/sex distribution of the population in
different parts of the country. When applied to the
local rates, they allow o more accurate comparison to
be made between different areas,

LIVE RIRTHS.
Male Fenale Totals:

Tagdtimate o007 “poiv a0 267 273 540

Illegitimate 25 15 40

Totels:= ‘2; ;;; ;;I;

——— T——

3.

There were 630 live births registered in the Rursl District during 1965.

STILL BIRTHS,

Twelve still births were notified during 1966, an increase of
three over the total notified during 1965. The rate per total live and
still births is 20*2. The rate for England and Wales is given by the

Regietrar-General as 15+4.



5e

1.

INFANT MORTALITY.

Moles
Under one year ... «s: s 5
Under four weeks... +:0 s2s 2
Under cne waak ... sss  oss 2

Infant Mortality Rate for the District ...

Conparative Rate for England and Wales ...

There was a dramatic fall in the
1966, by comparison with the previous year
However, the numbersa involved from yesar to

4.

Females Totala:
1 6
1 3
1 3
PR s 10.3
per 1000 live births
el ST T 13.0

per 1000 live births

Infent Mortality Rate during
when the rate was 20+8.
year are small, thus no

conclusion can be drawn from such sherp rises znd falls in the Infant
Mortality Bate consequent upon one or two additionsl deatha.

IEATHS - AVALYSIS OF CAUSES OF TEATH.

Malignont neoplesm, stomech ..o ess  ses
Melignent necplasm, lung, bronchus... ...
Malignant neoplosgm, breast EaE R L R
Melignant neoplosm, UEEFUE  .ue see  aus
Leuknemiao, aleukaemia ... see  ses s
Other malignant and lyophetic necoplasms...

Di&bet&ﬂ- oo W Eow & owow PR} 'R o ow R ow
Vescular lsgions of nerwvous aysteM... ...
Corcnory disease, ang@ind... sss sss  sas

Hypertension with heart disecse afitn Lot g i
Othexr heart AisefB8... e wss  svs  sas

Other cirsulatory discase A
DN G el v m)  wnsinl | aceimer g e afnt e R O
Poounomd®is . o5 TG wesdeGles  wmn, s
Eronchitis A e e A L R L e B

Other disceses of regpiratery system ...
Dlcer of gtomach and duodeDU@... «ss  sas
Gagtritis, enteritis, diarrhoea T 1]
Hyperplasgin of prostote ... «es  ses sas
Congenitel malformetions... wae sss ses
Other defined and ill-defined disscases ...

Motor wehicle acclidents wse sse s 0 sas
Pﬁ].l Dthﬂr accidentﬂlli - oE L L LI
Mcidﬁ e w PR - W - om e "o e e

Totala:=

Meles Femalea —Totala:
2 3 5
(<] 2 8
- 2 2
= 2 2
- 1 1

10 13 23
1 1 2
14 20 34
30 20 A0
3 - 3
9 15 24
12 3 15
3 1 4
4 5 9
8 2 10
1 1 2
1 - 1
1 1 2
1 - 1l
1l - 1
10 9 19
3 3 &
5 2 T
2 - 2
127 106 233

Deaths due to cancer, coroncry disease and heart disease
collectively accounted for almost 50% of the total deaths in the Rural

District during 1966.

Ce INFECTIOUS +ND WOTIFIABLE DISELSE.
e ———

HOTIFICATIONS.

Hotifiable disenses are those conditions defined in the
appropriate Sections of Public Health legislation, end the number is

limited.

At present, some notifiable diseases are largely of historio
value, and much non-notifiable disease is of greater public health

inportence.

Notification serves two main purposes:

it is of

epidemiclogical and statistical value to the Ministry of Health, the
Reglastrar-General, and major authorities, and it is of imnediate
importance in the control of infectious disease ameong the loeal

cormnities.
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S

2 The following tables give detzils of cases of notifiablae
diszase, other than tuberculosis, notified during the past four years:

Disecse. 1963 1964 | 1965 | 1966
() () i (a) (p). 1 (a) (b) i (a) (»)
Scarlet fever - 2 2 W oMl T o iBmro Bl wo@t 5o
Wheoping cough - - 44 44 : 3 = 4
Measles 532 539 128 128 | 498 498 | 190 190
Dysentery 83 83 Lo T [ S S IR (o
Fuerperal pyrexic 2 2 1 I g - - i - -
Cerebro=-spinal fever 1 - 2 1 - - - -
Salnonella infections 15 . 515 i el i 4 2 2
Pneuncnia 5 i s = dirog = - - -
Totelsi- 647 646 | 223 222 é 522 522 | 298 275
{2) = MNumbers originally notified.
{(b) = Final numbers, after correction.

It will be seen from the above tables that no menticn is made
of sericus diseases guch as Poliomyelitis, Typheid Fewer, Pera-Typhoid
Fever, Soallpox, or Diphtheria. This is because no such cases have
ocourred during the four yeers coversd by these tables.

Measgles.

The muober of cases notified totalled 190. The majority
occurred during +the first guarter of the year and involved children of
either under school age or the junior age groups.

ntery.

Two separate outbreaks cecurred during the year under review.

First Outhreak:

During the first week of July, & number of chillren attending
sutton Benger school were affected; secondary cascs were found amongst
adults and children of pre~school age in the infected households., All
knowvn cases were visited and advised to seek medicel attention. Measures
to prevent the spread of infection inecluded o hand-washing regine a2t the
school and the restriction on enployment of two food-handlers, also the
exclusicn from school of four ehildren attending one of the Chiprpenhan
gchools.

Second Outbreak:

This cecurred during the last week of NHovember and invelwed
principally Service fomiliss living at the Royal Air Foree Morricd Quarters,
Compton Bassett, Full bectericlogical surveillance of infected families
was carried out, and in addition, routine measures of prevention were
instituted at achools attended by children from infacted hounseholds,

Gastro-Enteritia.

&n outbreak of gastro-enteritis occurred at the Corshem Prinary
School during mid-May, and a sinilar outbreak was reported amongst children
attending Kington langley School at the end of September.

Routine investigations, including bacteriologicel examination
of fapcos specinense, did not establish any specific pathological organisms
or other facts of epidemiological wvalue. It could only be assuned that
both cutbrezks were dus to a virus infection of unknown aetiology. The
illness was mild, and of short dursticn, in the majority of cases no longer
than twenty-four hours.
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(4) Salmonella Infection.

The two cases shown in the tables were in respect of & mother
and her eleven-year-old son. Bactericlogical exemination of fascas
gpecimens confirmed Salmonclla Pamama present in both cases,

Enquiries indicated that the patients may howve been affected
whilst attending & party in Scmerset. Both potients were kept under
surveillance until faeces specimerswere reported by the Laboratory to be
free from the organisms. No secondary cases wWere reported.

TUBERCULOSLS.

. Ten cases of respiratory tuberculosis were notified during the
year, All these coscs were confirmed by the Chest Physician.  Sewven
werc adult males and three adult females. Investigation and conpletion
of environoental reports are undertaken by the Public Health Deportment,
whilst follow-up of contacts in each case is wndertaken by the Chest
FPhysician.

In addition to the new cases notified during the year, a snall
nunmber of tuberculous persons either move into the district or move out.
On the advice of the Cheat FPhysician some casss are removed from the
register as "recovered". lLccording to the Register of Tuberculcus Perscns,
the undermentioned notified and confirmed ceses of tuberculcsgis were living
in the Rurel DNistrict at the end of 1966:

Males: Feoples: Totals:
Folmonary 59 41 100
Non=Fulmonary 19 21 40
Totals: - 78 62 140

There were 150 casca on the Begister at the end of 1965,
IMMHISATION AND WACCINATION.

Under Sesction 26 of the Nationnl Health Serviee Act 1948,
provision for veccination sgeinst Smallpox, Diphtheria, and such othex
diszasss as the Minister may epprove, ia the responsibility of the
County Couneil Health Coimittee.

Ionunisotion ageinst Diphtheria, Whooping Cough and Tetanus
iz available from one's fapily doctor and from County Council Child Welfare
Clinics. Triple antigen is now universally used and a course of
injectiona with vacecine protoets infants against all these diseases.
With older children, vwmeocine immmnising aganinst Diphtheria and Tetanus, or
Tetamnms alone, ie aveilable, Polio waceination, using Sabin oral
vaceine, is offered at Clinics and by General Practiticmers. - Suallpox
voecination is egrried out by General Practitioners at their patient's
request,

I ao indebted to Ir.C.D.L.Iycett, the Emﬁr Medienl Officer
of Health, for the following figures concerning immnisation and vaccination
procedures carried out in the Bural District during the year:

(2) Diphtheria, Whooping Cough cnd Tetaonus:

i i o.b 1 .1 hgs571951 lothers]

Year of birth:- 1966 19651964 1963 1962 to | to mnder
i 11961 (1956 i16.
. Diphis 2100 2350 134 aboql 21] -1 -
e aee, “Mh/low 4idbiadifon B4t Sbeaiin Thasi 1o ~
conpletec QuIng 13981 iget, . «j/2i0]ie38] 1348 8 140 FladRead a8 3
Reinf. injections Dipth.| -: 73id62; 43. 27iz241 71 1
adninistered Whic. | ~-f 56i123! i T4 BT =i @ -
during 1966+ Tet. | =~ 73i162; 44 17:322: 45. @8
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(b) Smallpox.
Months: Yoors:
fge Groups= 0.3 36 69 912 1 24 515
Vaccinations TR i | e - 224 80 29
Re-Vaccinations - = et -~ 23 135

{e) Poliomyelitis.

3rd [ 20d :3rd ! 4th {3 oral (2 oralidth oral
quad. ! injn. : injn. : injn., idoseas after after

Age Group: i or i | 12-inj.:3-inje.
i 4th for 3
! quad. ioral.
1966 - - . T e e
1965 - - T IS . S S e
1964 - = AL L [ 1 1 oo
1963 = = =5 e e e 3
1962 - - e T e s I S
1957-1961 = n AWl e e o 130 2
1951-1556 = S - = D S 14
Others under 16 R L ok ot i BN A =
Others over 16 e L) BT g, g AareBi, i L B
SOV o i, PR e it el o«

D. LOCAL EEALTH AUTHORITY SERVICES.

The County Couneil Health Committee provides the following

health services:-

1,
24
3.

4.
54
6.
i
8,

9.

1a,

The care of expectant and mursing mothers and young children.
Provision of pidwives and maternity nurses.

Provision of Health Visitors, i new development is the
arvongenent wherehy Health Visitors will work in closer
liaison with General FPractitioners.

Home MNurses,

Arrangenents for vacoinetion and inounisation.

Anbulances.

Mental Health Services.

Home Helps. Such help ia availoble if meobers of a
household are ill, lying-in, suffering froa pental
illness, or aged. A charge pay be made for such services.

Arrangements for the prevention of illness, care and
after-care,

Health Education.

SCHOOL HEALTH SERVICES.

School Heslth Services are provided by the County Education

Committee. In addition to the routine medical exanination of children
of cartain age groupa in schools, a variety of facilities oare provided
with the ain of finding, assessing and treating physical and mental
handicaps, and so helping the children to make the best use of education.
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B.
COUNTY HEALTH CLIKNIC.

The County Health Clinie at Fuller Avenue, Corshan, has
functioned most satisfactorily for many years, In addition to Infant
Welfare Clinics, held twice-weekly on Tuesday and Thursday afterncons,
various specialists in medicine, surgecns, psychiatrists, health visitors,
ete,, hold sesgions at this Clinie., The following nre exnnples:-

Chiropody. Child Cuidence, Heart.

Speech Therapy. Orthopaedic. Ear, Nose and Throat.
Remedials. Opthalodic, Dental.

inte-Natal, Relaxation and Motherhood.

LABORATORY SERVICES.

Sampling and other bacteriological and pathologicsl examinations
are carried cut for the Burel District Council by the Public Health
Iohoratory Service ot the Manor Hospitael, Bath, Fupercus routine sonples
are taken of water, milk, foodstuffs, ete., and I would like to express oy
gratitude to Dr.Penl Mamnn, Director of the laboratory, for his ready
agaistance and advice.

E. WATER SUPPLIES.

=——

Although the extraction of water from the various underground
sources, and its supply to the public, ie the responsibility of the
North Wilts Water Board; the Council, nevertheless, is required by law to
see that such water supplies are fit to drink.

To this end, officers of the Publie Health Departpent take
regular sanples of the treated water fron & variety of points throughout
the district for bactericlogical examinstion; estinations of free chlorine
ere taken at the same time, Officers of the Water Board arrange to toke
sanples of the water before treatment, for similer examinations,

There is a free interchange of information on this important
work between officers of the Council and officeras of the Water Board, to
ensure speedy and effective action in the event of unsatisfactory reports
being received fron the Laboratory.

The Ministry of Health ask that there should be pedical
surveillance of workmen employed at waterworks, to ensure that none are
guf fering fron disease likely to contaminate the water supplieas. To peet
thisy mediecal reports, guestionnaires, laboratory raports, ete., in respect
of worlmen enployed at the Waterworks are sent to the Mgdical Officer of
Health for scrutiny and cooment., This is purely an informal arrangement,
nade at the tine the Water Foard wos foromed,

Apart fron the medical surveillance of workmen, there are other
natters connocted with the supply and distribution of water on a large
genle, which come within the provinee of the Medieal Officer of Health,
and it is to be regretted that the North Wilts Weter Board has not seen fit
to appoint a medicel adviser.

F. SEVERAGE AND SEWAGE DISPOSAL.

I an grateful to Mr.Withan, Engineer and Burwveyor to the
Couneil, for the following information:-

SCHEMES COMPIETED IN 1966.

North-Esstern Sewerage Schene, Stoge I.

Cost: £211,892.
Contractora: Hadaphaltic Construction Co.Ltd.

This schenoe, which includes o sewage disposal works for
Sutton Benger, Hington lengley, Kington St.Michnel and Christicon Malford,
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(v)

(e)

(a)

(b)

(2)

9.

first cone into use in the summer and houses have been progressively
connected to the new sewers gince then. Some pinor reinstotenent work
is still outstending but this will be coopleted ecrly in 1967. Finel
figures of cost are not yet aveilable but it is anticipoted that there
will be a significant saving over the contract sum.

Hilnarton and Gootacre Bewerage Schene.
Coat: £47,570.

Contractors: The Avennouth Flant and Construction Co.Ltd.

This contract ran into many troubles dus to difficult ground
conditions and the finol cost is likely to exesed the oontract sun by a
substantial amount.  The Council hawve already been informed of these
circunstances and a supplementary loan sanction obtained. The controct
was substontially coopleted in the sutumn, but teething troubles with the
enall punping atation at Goatacre delayed the ecopletion of this port of
the achene.

Budloe Sews Scheue .

Cost: £12,175.,
Contractors: ‘The Cradnin Co. Ltd.

This schens wos necessory to provide drainnge for the new
estate now being developed at BEudloe. o special difficultics were
encountered and it is anticipated the ccst will be within the contract sum.

SCHEMES UNIER CONSTRUCTION IN 1966.

North-BEostern Sswernge Schena, Stage II.

Cost: £102,800,
Contractors: The Midland =zxeavetors Lid.

Thie schene cormenced lost spring and has run into diffieulties
due to the ground conditions encountered, and the wet weather. HNevertheless,
the work is well sheacd of schedule and given better weather, the whole
contract should be conpleted early in 1967. There is no reascn to expect
the criginal contract sun to be excecded.

Lig .

Coat: £9,656,
Contractora: MHessra,Reg.leal (Cﬂnstmctim] Ltd.

Frogress on this schewe has beon slow and hes been influenced
by the decisicn to extend the scheme after the contrzct was simed and
before work wes conmenced. Work is now, howewver, substantially completed,
and houses Will be connected as soon as the punping plant has been installed.
The sewage will be punmped to the Calne Borough Works., The cost of this
achene pay exceed the contract sun, but when the additional work referred to
has been allowed, the excess cost, if any, should not be signifieant.

Grittleton Sewernge Schene,

Coat: £29,044.
Contractora: The Cradoin Co,Ltd.

Wlork comnrenced on this contract in Novewber and ias proceeding astisfactorily.

SCHEMES TO EE COMMENCED IN 1967,

Linleys ond Gastard Sewerage Schene,
Estinoted cost: £24,300.

Although the Hiniatr;lr have suggested this schene be deferred
due to the economie situation, it is hoped thet work will start before the
end of the year.
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10,

Hordenhuish Sewerage Schene.
Estinoted aoctt HE ,IDG-

This schene will be submitted to the Ministry early in 1967
and it is antieipeted that opproval will be given for work fto commence
during the conding year,

Corshan Sewerage Schene.

dthough progress has been nmade in the preparction of this
gchene, it has not besn posaible to conuplete it yet. The schenms
ineludes relief sewers and additions to the Thingley Sewope Disposal Works
to cope with the present and future growth of Corshan.

FUTURE SCHEMES AUTHORISED BY THE COUNCIL.

South-Eostern Sewersge Schenc.

It ia hoped to re-connence work on the design of this schepe
during the coping year, This is the last regionmal schene in the district.
It will cover the drainage of Heddington, Sandy Lane, Steckley, Cherhill,
and possibly Conpton Bassett and Yatesbury. The cost will be in the order
of E£150,000,

Colerne Sewage Disposal FWorks Extension.

Design work on this scheme is well advanced and it is hoped to
present details to the Council and subsequently tc the Ministry, for
approval. Work should be comenced in 1968,

MISCELLANEQUS MATTERS.

Sewage Disposal.

Investigntions are proceeding into the question of the mechanical
treatnent of sewoge sludge as an alternative to the present traditional
treatoent on sludge drying beds. The present omethod is extravegent in
labour and is a distesteful job, for which it will be inereasingly diffieult
t0 mecruit lebour in the futurae, S8ome small-scale experiments end
investigations hove already taken place at Thingley Works, with encocuraging
results.

Trade Effluents,

No new trade effluents have been accepted during the year.

Cesspool Eoptying.

The Council's single wehiele continues to cperate satisfactorily
and to offer an econonicol partial service to the publie.

G. HOUSING.
——

I am groteful to Mr.Bough, the Council's Housing Manager, for
the following information:-
1. Total nucber of opplicants on liat at 3lst December 1966 ... 330
2, Total mumber of applications received during 1966 Pl e S 1 )
s Total nuober of applicants re-housed:
(2) In persanent houscs, flates end retirecent bungelows ... 69
{b) In other ecoomodation..s sss sas eve ses  sms  sas 6

4, Total number of applicants for retirement accommodation,
m‘:lude‘diﬂl. Ebﬂm 'R "EoE o R L I LR L Tq-
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(b)

(e)

(2)

11,

5 Evicted familiea:
(a) Number brought to NOtice cve sss  wss sss sss  sas 23

(hj Hunher m-hﬂuﬂ&d @ aa 'ER P 'R} 'R ] & W E 14
6o Nunber of units of accommodation built and occupied
during 1966:

{ﬂ} Ef the Council: HouSesS sss sss ssx ass 48
F].El.t-ﬂ R R 'R #wa TR 6?
Retirement bungelows ... _ T ... 122

{h] m Primtg Entarwim L LI L LA L . E llﬁ
Ta Number of Couneil dwellings, as at 3lst December 1966:

Ferponent s ews 1932
Tﬂﬂpﬂrﬂ-zﬂr & s #aa & R aa 21?3

HRE-DEVELOFMENT CF THE BONGLLYY ESTATES.
REudloe Estote.

The re-development of this estate was completed during the year,
The 146 war-tizme bungalows have now been replaced by 203 new units of
accoemodation; 111 gareages alsc have been provided on the estate,

Boxfields Estate.{run-down).

During the year the decision was taken to re-house the remaining
38 families at Corsham, and clear the estate conpletely as socon as possible.

At the end of the year 11 fonilies were still in cecupation,
and arrongements were being made to re=house them at Potley Lone and on the
Commanity Centre Estate at Corsham.

Cross Keys Estate, Corshan.

During the year, 53 new dwellings were completed and occupied,
making o total of 156.

it the end of the year, work on FPhases III and IV of the
re=developuent progroome woas proceeding concurrently, and it was anticipated
that the =state would be coompleted by mid-summer.

Coopunity Centre Estate, Corsham,

Further progress was mode with the re-housing of families fron
this sstate. Priority of clearanece was given tc the area to the north-west
of Meadland Avenue, and the Brunel lvemue a:ea, where the Council plan to
build 50 houses during the next two years,

4t the end of the year, 190 bungalows remained cccupied.
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BEFORT of the CHIEF FUBLIC HEALLTH INSFECTOR

To the Chairman and Eembers of the
Calne and Chippenham Bural District Council:

Mr.Chairman, Ladies and Gentlemen,

I have the honour and plessure to make my contribution to
the fAnmial Report of the Medieal Officer of Health, and to deseribe
in some detail the activities of the Public Health Department
during 1966.

In presenting this report I think it pertinent to comment
on the object of the Annuel Report itself. There is no doubt that
it can be put to good use to inform the Ministries, the Council, and
the general public of the progress in public heslth administration
during the year.

The purpose of this introduction is to focus your attention
on particular aspects of the work of the department, and to acgquaint
you with the position regarding special probiems which the Publie
Health and other Committees have had under active consideration.

At this stage I would like to acknowledge the help given to
me by my collesgues in the department, in the compilation of all the
statistica ineluded in the report and for specific contributions on
matters with which indiwvidual Inspectors have been particularly
associated.

Sewer. Connections,

The adwvent of public sewers in the Parishes af Christian Malford,
Hilmarton, Kington Langley, Kington 5t.Michael, &nd Sutton Benger, has
enabled many owners to provide their properties with main drainage and
the facilities which result from the availability of this service,

Good progress has been made in the commectisn of domestic
premises to these sewers and it is confidently emticipated that by the
end of 1967, most properties in these areas will be connected,

Some of the absolute necessities for & heaslthy life and
acceptable environment are now ft the disposel of a high percentage of
the population of this district. I hope that in time this will lead
to a growing realisation that personal cleanliness, coupled with the
regular practice of good hygiene, will lead to a lowering of the
incidence of such complaints as dysentery and similar illnesses.

Public Cleansing Service.

Two problems concerning this service have been receiving the
sericus attention of the Council: the need for a firm policy on the
long-term disposal of household refuse, and the difficulties associated
with the retention of men of the right calibre in this service.

The Sub-Committee which has been giving active consideration
to the firat problem hag been extending its researches into the wvarious
forma of plant available for the satisfactory treatment, before final
disposal, of household refuss.



On certein of its investigetions, the Council's representatives
heve been accompanied by Councillors and officials of the Boroughs of
Chippenham and Calne. These authorities are faced with similar
problems, which may not be s0 immediately pressing to them but all the
pame, will give them cause for concern in future years,

Visits to and inspections of different types of pulverisation
plant have been made at Warmley, Witney, and at Wheatley in the area of
the Bullingdon Bural District Couneil,

Other visits have been made to a separation and ineineration
plant at Castle Bromwich and to a proto-type direet incineration plant
at Tysley, Birminghan.

Hawving previously inspected a refuse composting plant at
Leatherhead, and ancther form of pulverisaticn plant at Worthing, the
Sub=Committes should now be in a position to make a recommendation asg to
the type of plant most suitable and economic to deal with household refuse.

I was sericusly concerned at the loes of manpower from the
refuse collection serviee in March 1966, when three men from a2 lsbhour
force of eighteen left, and there was great uneasiness among the remainder
concerning the amallness of their "take-home" money and the poor prospects
of any imocdiate pay piase.

This position was reported to the Council, and it was decided
to investigate the possibility of introducing work study technigques to
this and other outside services of the Council with the co-operation of
the employees.

These irvestigations have continued during the yeer and I hope
that in due time a course eof action will be decided upen which will enable
a work or method study of these departments to proceed.

The Gypay Problem,

During the year we have had the usual troubles from the gypsy
type of people. The horse-drawn families tend to be less trouble than
the motorised scrap-dealers who leave bshind everything of no salvageable
wvalua, In addition of course, thers ia the usual residue of broken
glags, tins, bones and food scraps, paper, old clethes, and ramerous
dencsita of uncovered excreta. I feel that these people hawve only
themselves to blame for the general public's unfavourable opinion of them.
Those who ery aloud about local authority persecution should witnesa for
themselves this continuous wanton desecration of the countryside, o,
better still, offer to keep the sites cleansd up.

fgking the police to move familiee on is a wery negative attitude
and to my department it is & matter for regret that we cannot show acme
humanity by directing them te a suitable place where they can lawfully
gtay for as long or short a period as they wish. There are no doubt, all
sorts of difficulties and objections to the provision of a
encampment in any area that is chosen, but this is a vital first step in
getting these nomads settled, and getting their illiterste children to
schoel, Many wish to settle, Settlement for others is obviously a
long-term project, probably invoelwving several generations and gtarting
with children going tc¢ school. Therefore, the sooner the problem is
tackled, the better,

The Minister of Housing and Loeal Government sent Circular
Wo.26/66 to all authorities on this matter. It asks local authorities
to take sction where it is reguired, and thia Council hes been presgsing
the Wiltsz County Council to convene a conference of all anthorities in
tha County, to determine the best way of tackling this problem, which
cannot be contained within individual district boundaries.
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Housing.

Most of our efforts in the housing field hawve been
concentrated on the improvement of existing properties, with particular
emphagis on improvement with the aid of Discretionary or Standerd Grants.
This work is very time-consuming but I am gure that ocur time is being
well spent and is materially helping towards the build-up of a
substantial mumber of dwellings in this district which hawve been repaired
and provided with essential amenities. The lives of these properties
will thus have been extended for several generations.

Since the introduction, in 1949, of the Discretionary Grant
gcheme for the improvement of dwellings, some 774 properties in this
district have been improved. Iuring 1966, 106 applications for grants

were received, and T4 propertics were improved during this periocd.

Improvement fArecs,

The 1964 Housing Aot gave local authorities power to define and
declare certain areas to be Improvement Areas, and the Council in 1965
tock advantage of this lesgislation by declaring part of Friory Street,
Corgham, to be such an area.

Preliminoery notices have been served in regpect of sixteen
properties within this area and meetings have been held with oeners and
tenants, The result of this action is reported in detail in Section C
aof this report.

It is significant that in the whole of the South-West of England,
up to September 19664, only Poole County Borough and this Council had
paszed resclutions declaring Improvement Areas.

Slum Clearance.

Slum clearance, fortunately, is not & serious problem for this
Couneil,; the mumbers of unfit houses being relatively small, lost of
the really unfit houses hawve been weeded out and dealt with during the
past thirty years.

Imevitably, certain houses in the district will deteriorate and
become unfit, and as such properties become known to me reports on tham
will be submitted to the Housing Committee for necegsary action,

Sarveye of unfit properties, this year, have been made in the
Parishes of Box, Cherhill and Christian Malford.

Offices, Shops and Bailway Premises fet 1963,

This Act, which was introduced to improve the working conditicns
within offices, shopa and railway premises, is a somewhat elaborate piece
of legislation, complicated by an unprecedented mumber of circulars and
menoranda issued by the Ministry of Iabour. However, it has enabled a
complete survey to be made of the 131 registered premises in this disgtrict
and the department has secured the improvement of those premises which
fell short of the standards prescribed in the Act., Routine visits will
be required in future, to ensure that this higher standard is mainteined.

I conclude by extending my grateful thanks to the Counesillors and
Offieialg of the Council for their continued support and guidance, without
which the progress referred to in this report would not be possible,

I have the honour to be,
Ladies and Gentlemen,

Your cbedient Servant,
H. J. TAYLOR,

Chief Publie Health Inspactor,






15"
SUMMARY OF PUBLIC HEALTH INSFRCTORS' VISITS IURING 1966.

General .
Water supply 131
Drainage 546
Waste Foods Order 12
Animal Boarding Establishments Aot 33
Caravans, tenta, etc. 490
Pagtories = power 22
" - non-power &
Outworkers 2
Public conveniences 111
Theatres, village halls, ete, 2
Hefuse and salvage collection 183
Refuse disposal 157
Litter and abandoned wehicles 233
HRodent control 156
Infestations - flies, wasps, ete. 39
Atmospheric pollution 118
Schools 26
Shops - non-food 1
fomes, E‘lupﬂ an-:i Ra.llwa.:.r P::\emaes let - General inspections 13
" - Qther inspections 105
Nuisances 85
Noi=e abatement 1
Enackers'! yards 1
Petroleum and carbide of caleium 29
Miscellaneous visits 436
Housing.
No, of houses inspected under Public Health Acts 14
Re-visits to above houses 17
Mo, of houses inspeeted under Housing Acts 17
Re-visits to above houses 276
No. of houses inspected for overcrowding 2
Re=visits to abewve houses -
Hie. of houses inspected re improvements 180
Re-visits to abowve houses 231
Ho. of filthy or verminous premises inspected 2
Re-vigite to abowve premises 3
No. ef visits re housing advances 101
Samplins.
Water soanles a7
Sewage el Yluent samples 5
Milk semples, bottle rinsea, ete. 200
Ice crecm samples g2
Food samples 35
Food.
NHo. of vizita to: DButchers i8
Bakehovoea 13
Fried Fish shops 3
Licensed premises Tl
Canteens, cafes, restaurants, etc. 49
Dairies end milk distributers 26
Poultry packing station T3
Grocers and general stores 118
Other food premises 14
Stalls, vehicles, ete. 15
Miscellaneous visits. 20
Infectivus Daenses.
Ho. of enquiries in cases of infectious diseases s
Ho. of misesllansous visits re infectious diseases 210

.25 5,012
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&, FUBLIC HEALTH - GENERAL.

DRATHAGE.

(a) Sewer Connections.

(i) Derzy Hill and Studley.

Of the eighteen properties with unsatisfastory drainage
which had not besn connected to the sewer at the end ef last year,
fourteen have now been ccnnected and work is in hend on the remainder,

(ii) Box: Ashley, Boxfields, Box Hill,

Henle gdown, Middlehill.

At the end of 1965, twenty-two properties adjacent to the
gsewer were still without satisfactory drainage. Of these, five were
connected during the year and & further fourteen are being dealt with
under the Housing fAet 1957 and will be made fit and connected to the
sewer o0r no lenger used for habitation.

Only nine remain to be dealt with out of the 320 premises
perved by these sewer extensions, and of thege, eight are unfit houses
and the ninth is unoccupied.

(iii} North-Esstern Sewerage Scheme, Stage I.

Sutton Benger. Many of the 105 properties in the village
formerly drained te the old drock system, and have now been connected to
the new sewer by the Council. L considerable number of properties which
drained to septic tanks have been comnected to the sewer by their owners,
and at the end of ths year only twenty-two properties with unsatisfactory
drainage remain. Work is in hand on thirteen of these, and by the end
of 1967 connectien of properties in the village should be completed.

Christian Malford. JMbout two-thirds of the properties
adjacent to the sewer hawe been connected to it.

Kingtm Langley and Kington St.Michael. Work is in hand or
about to start en the connection ef nineteen properties in Kington Langley,
leaving twenty to %e dealt with., The sewersz at Hington 5t.Michael, and
Flough Lane, Kington Langley, came inte use towards the end of the year.
Most of the properties in Kington St.Michael village drained to the
existing highway drain/sewer, and these have been connected to the mew
sewer at the Council's expense, Of the other properties in the village,
eight remain to be connected.

(iv) North-Eastern Sewersge Scheme, Stage II,

The laying of new sewers in Christian Malford, East Tytherten
and Foxhem, is well in hand, A determined effort will be made to ensure
that connections are made to these sewers, which will prove a great boon
in thege areas, where the water table is wvery high, the sub-soil is
generally of heavy clay, and the levels of land are not conducive te
natural drainage.

(v) Hilmarton.

Thirty-two of the seventy=twe dwellings which can be connected
to the sewer have been comnected, and work on a further seventeen is in hand.

(vi) Goatecre.

Only twenty properties have been comnected, and work is in hand
an three more, There are seventy-two properties within the sewerable area,



(b) Public Heslth Act 1936, Section 39:
Provisgion of Batisfactory Drainage.

Stetutery netices were served on the. owner ef twe
properties at Kingsduown, requiring him to cennsct them te the sewer,
and the work waa dene sy the Council in default,

The drainage ef ene bwngalow at Box was feund to be
defeetive by the Geuncil's HRodent Uperater when carrying out a rodent
eontrol treatment. The drainage was repaired by the ewner, follewing
servies of an infermal noties te de =6,

(e) Public Health Aet 1936, Sectien 260:
Eington Langley Fend.

The cleansing ef this pond near Middle Common was suspended
until the Engineer and Surveyer, acting upon the instructions «f the
Council, had replaced the existing blocked stene dreck with a new outlet
drain.

This work reduced the level of the water in the pend and
enabled employees of the Public Health Depariment to remove a 50-years
sccumulaticn of filth and rubbish with the aid of the earth-moving
machines used fer the tipping of refuse, By these means, what might
have been a relatively costly operation was completed fer the modest
expenditure of £35.0.0.

(d) Sampling of Sewage Effluents.

411 =zampling of effluents from the Council's sewage disposal
works is arranged Wy the Engineer and Surveyor, and carried out by Me,.Hill,
Chemist at the Thingley sewage disposal works. ,

(e) Land Drainage Act 1961,

Complaints have been received from time to time ef flooding
at the "Plume of Feathers" public house at Burton, At a meeting with
representatives of the Bristol Aven River Authority, the Wilts County
Council, and this Council, it was censidered that the fleoding was due to
the silting-up of the watercourse from the "Plume of Feathers" to the
junction of the Nettleton and Pucklechurch reads.

This section was not accepted as "mein river" by the Riwver
Authority, wut they might accept responsibility if remedisl works, which
this Council has power te do under the land Drainage Act 1961, are
carried cut. The legael and practical implications of this proposal have
to be worked out before a deeision can be taken.

PUBLIC CONVENIENCES.

ock., Ime to the ecencmic sgqueeze, the Council did not
proceed with the proposed erection of new public conveniences in the
public car-park. The provision of modern public conveniences in this
village, which receives many hundreds of visitcrs, is long overdue.

Castle Combe. The influx of the 20th Century Fox Company te
£ilm "Dr,Dolittle" in the village not only strained relations amongst the
inhabitants, but alse attracted an invasion of sightseers, who taxzed the
capacity of the public conveniences, Ultimately, additional temporary
conveniences had to be provided in various parts ef the willage, including
Upper Castle Combe. These additional conveniences were provided and
maintained by the Film Company.
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Box and Colerne, The public conveniences at Box and
Colerne have been satisfactorily meintained, with little wanton damage
to be reported.

Corsham. The standard of the public conveniences in
Post Office Lane and Station Road, Corsham, has given me some cause
for concern. HNot only are these conveniences inadequate, they are
below accepted hygienic standards, and I have had the greatest difficulty
in obtaining satisfactory labour to carry out daily cleaning. I hope
that in the redewvelopment of the Central Area of Corsham, space will be
provided for public conveniences which will meet the exieting needs and
be a oredit to the Council.

WATER SUPPLIES.

Almost all of the water supplied to the district is provided
by the Worth Wilts Water Board, with the Bristol Waterworks serving a
small area at Burton. 4 few houses are supplied from the Langley Burrell
borehole, belonging to Messrs.C.& T.Harris ]Eﬂalne} Ltd. All of these
supplies are chlorinated,

The Buxted Chicken Co.Ltd. obtaine water from its own boreholes
for use in the poultry packing station at Sutton Benger. This is sampled
periodically, but it is =0 heavily chlorinsted for processing purposes
that the bacteriological quality of the water supplied to the factory is

always good.

Water supply to Clevency and Corton, Hilmarton.

4 mzins supply will be provided to this arez when the loop main
iz laid from Compton Basgsett to Hilmarton. The pipes are already stacked
on the verges and it is hoped thaet work will start early in 1967.

Adeguacy of Water Sapplies.

Aport from New Zealend end Goatacre, the supply to which will
be improved by the Compton Bassett-Hilmartcn mein, the quantity of water
available to the areas served by the Water Board has generally been
satisfactory, Temporary shortages have however, been experienced in
Heston at weekends., The caunse of this is not clear, but appears to be
at least partly due to working housewives in the Prospect area of Corsham
doing their washing at this time.

The development by the North Wilts Water Board of new soureszs
of water at Hodbourne in the Ialmesbury area should ensure an zdeguate
supply of water to this district for many years to come.

Ho reliasble information is available of the nmumber of houses
supplied by stondpipe or direet into houses, as the Water Board has been
unable to attempt this survey up to the present time.

Contanination.

Ho significant contemination of sources in the area cccurred
during the year. The Water Board exercise constant surveillance by
regularly toking semples for bactericlogical examination from each source.

Generally, check samples from those supplies where samples of
treated water had coliform counts proved negative. In one case only, at
Nettleton, maines were washed out and chlorinated, to produce subsequent
negative reporte.



Sampling.

Bncleriological samples Zrem trected woter as supplied to
the consumers, are taksn by the Council's Public Health Department.

The Forth TWilts Weter Beord also take samples; for
bacteriological examinsiion of treated and raw weter, and for chemical
analysis of raw water.

I am grateful to Mr.C.R.Phillips, Engineer to the North Wilts
Water Boerd, for supplying details of the samples taken and work done by
his department.

(a) Bacteriological Examination.

(i) Analysis of Reports on Samples taken
by the Poblic Heolth Depariments

Satisfactory: Unsatisfastory:
(Zeee then 1 (1 or more
B.Coli./ 100 ml.) B. con.;"mu ml,)
Biddestone 4 -
Box - Tashwells 12 =
" - Widdenham 60 3
Castle Cogbe 1z =
Cherhill - Yatesbury 1z 1
Eagt Tytherton il -
(roodshill, Corsham 12 -
Grittleton 3 1
Nettleton e 6
Stanton St.Quintin 4 -
Sutton Benger 3 -
Theobalde Green, Calne 12 -
Burton (Bristol Taterworks) 11 1
Lengley Burrell (Harris's) 4 -
Eastern Area Weter Scheme:
Bowden Hill 41 3
Bremhill 4 %
Cherhill 4 -
Compton Bassett 4 2
Fiveways, Hawthorn 17 1
Feoxhan 4 -
Beddington 4 ~
Hilmnrton 12 -
Yewstock, Chippenhan 46 1
Private supplies 1l L
EYe 24

(ii) Somples taken by the Morth Wilts
Jdater Board of Treated Water:

516 samples were taokcn,

484 samples were satisfactory (less than 1 B.Coli./100 ml.)
16 saoples had 1=2 B,Coli./100 ol.

16 samples had 3 or more B,Coli./100 ml.



4.

(a)

21,

(iii) Summery of Reports on Samples of Raw Water:

Scurce: Fo. of Coliform Counts per 100 ml.:
Eranies: Legg than 1 1 -3 4 =10 More than 10

Widdenhan aa g 17 3 3 2

Hettleton Not wzed

Chippenham 52 33 fe 4 3

Goodshill 2 1 1

Waghwells 44 29 9 2 4

() Cherical Anmlysis.

Samples for chemical analysis of raw water from the sources are
taken by the North Wilts Water Board in rota, and during the yeer the
following reports have been received:-

Chippenhas: Woshwollss Goodshill: Widdenhan:
Turbidity Esilica se.ale; il 2 2 2
Golour Hazen scale Hil Eil Nil Ril
Pﬂ Te1 T«8 th T+5
E.Conduetivity 870 3300 . 568 650
Total solids PaPa0. 560 220 , 400 425
Hardness total " 355 170 330 3e5
Hon=ecarbonates " 90 55 50 T5
Carbonates " 265 115 270 218
00 = . 44 4 34 17
Chlcrides i 114 14 21 29
Annteal . Nitrogen " 003 002 812 4250
Meygen absorbed n 0-20 Nil Nil 820
Iron " Absent Absent Absent 0=05
Lead i Abzent Abgent Absent Absent
Fluoride L 0«60 Nil Nil Fil
Hitrite NHitrogen L Q01 Nil Hil Fil

REFUSE COLLECTION AND DiSMOSAL.

No materiel changes in the frequency of collection or the areas
of ecollection were introduced during 1966, and the service has operated to
the reasongble satiafaction of loeal residents, although one or two parishes
at present receiving a fortnightly refuse collection service have agitated
for weekly collectiona,

I have had gome difficulty in maintaining the labour force and
during the first quarter of 1966 several employees left the service, but I
was fortunate to obtain replacements, some from the Council's Buildings
Department. The imposlition of the credit squeeze halted the loss of
labour, as more congenial work was not so easily available.

To cope with the work of this department it is now mecessary to
employ a astaff of eighteen men, consisting of one working foreman, two tip
attendanta, four loader-drivera, one relief loader-driver, nine loaders,
and one man engaged full-time on baling waste paper.

I would particulanly Jike to thank the employees who for a
nusber of years have Tormed the backbome of this labour forea for a
further year of comscientious work, carried out with raasanahle cheerfulness
and the minimum of "moaning".

The Couneil's fleet of wehicles now ineludse:-
One - Bedford 12 cu,yd. Ecmwrta& to salvage vehicle) purchsmeﬁ 1956

" ] 35 ﬂu.yﬂ A " ] 1] 1364
1] " " 35 m-ll'ﬂ. g ] " " 1955

One = " 12 cu.yd. (side-lcader) 1959
One - Shelwoke & Iwewry 18 cu.yd. (with power-press n 1961
One - s o " 35 eu.yd. (compression-type L 1963
Dlle -
One =



(®)

(e)

224

The cost of running and maintaining this fleet of wehicles
is rising alarmingly and in prepering anmal estimates it is becoming
increasingly diffieult to asseas this rost, These large eollection
wvehicles, with complex hydraulis systems and many moving parts, are
subject to great stress and wear, and after three or four years of
service cne must allow a fairly gemerous sun for the major overhaul
of each wehicle,

The volume of household refuse ecollected is phenomenal
and is growing each year, due principally to the high increase in
packeging of all household goods. The standard zin-m.ft. dustbin can
hardly contain a week's sccumilation of refuse and I am encouraging
householders to purchase 3}-cu.ft. plastic dustbins which are lighter
to handle and, if of good quality, more durable and hygieniec.

During the year the disposal areas at Lacock and Yategbury,
which were used for many years, have been completely filled and
preliminary work on final covering has been undertaken. This will be
completed as and when suitable top-soil becomes available.

The area at the Lower SBeagry gravel excavations which, in
my opinion, is suitable for the disposal of household refuse by
controlled tipping, will be completely filled within the first three
months of 1967, Conditions in other parts of the excavated areas are
go difficult for controlled tipping, there being an extremely high
water table and little space between excavated overburden, that future
tipping here will have to be abandoned.

This will leawve the Council with four tipping areas, at
Calne Without, Colerne, Grittleton and Sutton Benger. I anticipate
that by the end of 1967 the present tip near Colerne, & disused stone
auerry, will be completely filled and household refuse from that area
will hawve to be taken to Grittleton.

The three remaining tips should have a life of four or five
years, during which time I hope the proposala which I have outlined in
the preface to this report will have come to fruition, otherwise the
Couneil will have a most seriouns problem on its hands, with little time
to reach a satisfactory asolution.

Sapply of Dustbing,

The Council has continued its policy of purchesing standard
galvaniged dustbins for sale to the general public at cost price plus
& small additional charge for delivery, and during the year 113 standaxnd
and 17 small dustbins bave been sold.

Pressure of other work has prevented wide-scale surveys of
household dustbins being undertaken in every parish, but "black spots"
have been surveyed and informal notices served on occupiers to provide
satisfactory dustbins.

I have also supplied the driwvers of the refuse collection
vehicles with stick-on notices which draw the attention of householders
to unsatisfactory refuse receptacles, and the need for replacement
dustbins being provided. The men report that these noticea are having
the desired effect.

The Litter Problem.

This is a peremnial problem, which will not be solved until
there is a complete change of heart in the British people and a desire
to see the unrivalled British countryside free from litter. The
alternative is higher penalties for offences under the Litter Act 1958,
with fines of from £25 to £50 for convicted offenders.



5e

6.

(a)

(2)

] 23.

Mambers of the Publie Health steff have produced evidence
to the Council and to the Poliee of litter offences, but such evidence
has not been considersd sufficient or meterial enough to ssours
gonvictions and the offenders have gone scot-free.

Repowval of WVehieles land end Wales) Repuleticns 1961,

The purchase by the Council of a portable oxy-acetylene
outting outfit has ensbled the public cleansing department to remowve,
for sale to a local scrap-merchant, the remains of a number of
abandoned wehicles from verious parts of the Burel District, without
recourse to legialative action under the above Regulations,  Several
vehicles abandoned on Council housing estates have been cut up and
removed by this means.

SALVAGE OF WASTE PAPER.

During 1966, over 290 tons of waste paper have been
collected, end this has been sold to the mills for £2228, During 1965,
215 tons were collected and sold to the walue of £1839.

The time has come when serious consideration muat be given

to the gquestion of re-organiaing this essential service, Ilattera to

be resolved include the provision of a new temporary salvage depot to
replace the two dilapidated Nissen huts, which hawe reached such a state
of disrepair as to be unfit for further use, the supply and delivery of
a larger purposs-made salvage collection wehicle, and the purchase of a
more efficlent bRling pachine which will increage the output of bales
of waste paper and reduce the cost of this operation.

CLRAVAN SITES.

Caravan Sites and Control of Developmert Aet 1960,

The operation of this Act has zreatly simplified the
problem of controlling residential caravans entering the Bural District.
Since landowners have realised that they are liable to heavy fines for
permitting unanthorised caravans to be cccupied on their land, they are
unwilling to allow ceravens to be brought on to their property until
permission has been obtalined,

There is muich less demend for cezeven sites in this district
than there was a faw years ago, Two private sites for & total of 51
caravans, and the Council's sites, which accommodate 92, hewe been able
to cope with the demand for permanent residentizl sites.

Two temporary licences were issued during the year, when
accommodation in Chippenham Without and Corsham was required for short
periods. Bight licences, issued for five years in 1961, were renewed
for varying periods of up to five years.

Total Number of Current Licences.
Perish. Ho.of Licences, HNo,of Caravang,
34

Box

Bremhill

Calne Without
Chippenham Without
Christian Malford
Colerns

Corgham
Hilmarton
Kington Lengley
Lacock

North Wraxall
Fewgham

Button Benger

[ [P A T R

Totals:
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i,:L:l Sites prowvided by the Council,
(i) HNorthleaze, Corshan.

The demand for standings at this site continued
steady throughout the year but this is reducing, and I can foreses
in a few years difficulty in keeping the site fully occupied.

Unfortunately during the year, there were two fires,
resulting in the total loss of the caravans concerned. The
question of the adequacy of fire-fighting equipment provided at the
gite has been considered but these fires showed that emphasis must
be placed on fire prevention. Once a caraven is sblaze, the only

course of action is to prevent the spread of the fire to adjoining
CATBVANS.

It is of interest to note that a guarter of the standings
et Northleaze are let to single perascns, the majority of these elderly,
This showa that there is probably a need for permanent accommodation

of a type to meet the demands of single persons, particularly pensioners,
who wish to preserve their independence.

(ii) Yatton Keymell,

This site, which will aeconmodate elewven caravans, has
been kept fully-let, but the demand for stendings is small.

(iii) Suttom Benger,

Thiz site of twelve standings has also been kept fully-let
and there iz & amall but definite demend for vacancies when they occur.
This is a good site, we have no trouble with rents, and the gardens
in the main ere very well kept.

(iv) Goatacre, Hilmarton.

This is our smnllest site, with only five standings. It
has an unhappy history and I should be only too pleased to see it
closed down or handed owver to anyone who would take it on. I feel
it was coneeived in haste and has been increasingly regretted ever sinoce.
It was provided mainly to supply the needs of service men then basged
at the RHoyal Air Forece Station, Iymeham. Why the Hoyal Air Force,
with their hundredsof acres of Crown land, all exenmpt from planning
control, would not provide space for the needs of their own men, I
shall never understand.

Because of the tewporery nature of the poatings of the
applicants, the site was occupied by them on a "here today and gone
tomorrow" basis right from the beginning., Canp environment was an
obvious casualty to this attitude. TWith few exceptions, the gardens
at the aite have been neglected: instead of being trin and productive
they have been a pess of uncut grass and weeds, with deep rutz fron
congtant car-parking, . 1

In the past two years the demand for standings has ceasad.
Had I not waiwed the rules and allowed a caravan owner to rent two plota
and let his caravans on & temporary basis, we should have lost 40% of
the income fron the gite. The site has alsc been notoricus for bad
debts, both in amount and fregquency.

The Welfere Department of the Wilts County Counecil has made
considerable use of the site recently, and they have been suggesting
the provision of additionel apenities. These are hardly warranted in
the pregent eirounstances, and it has been suggested to the Welfare
Iepartnent that they might take owver the main tensncy of the aite,
when they would be able to provide all the amenities they ecnsidered
necto8ary.
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ATMOSFHERIC POLLUTION.
Clean Air Act 1956.

Complaints have been received of muisance from ocil-fired
domestic water heaters fitted in bungalows on a smell estate at
stanton 5t.@uintin. The caunse of the complaint appears to be due to
incomplete combustion of fuel when the appliance starts up after
being off for some time, As the buildings are bungalows, the fumes
are discharged at a relatively low lewvel.

We have consulted the Oil Company concermed, also the
Ministry of Technology's Warren Springe Ieboratory, but thers is no
golution to the problem at the moment. Some installations appear
to be more troublesomes than others, and it is hoped that it will
goon be possible to overcome this by providing new models with means
of pre=heating the combustion chamber.

With the increasing use of oil-fired heating, particdlarly
on housing estates, this nuisance will become more widegpreed if a
golution is not soon found.  Apart from the practiesl difficulties,
neither the Clean Adr Act nor the Public Health Act make satisfactory
provision for dealing with this type of nmuisance.

Westwella Crushing Plant.

From the time when this plant was first established, during
the war years of 1935-45, as an adjunct to the existing stone guarrying
and stone cutting operations, it has been & consteant source of
complaint and irritatiom to the ccoupiers of the surrounding
residential area,

Modifications and ioprovemsnts to the plant have been
carried out and expensive high-frequency cyclones have been installed,
in an effort to reduce the quantities of dust being discherged from
the plant, It mat be conceded that from the wvery nature of the
operation taking place at the plant - the production of agricultural
lipe = some dust must be crested which will inevitebly be discharged to
the atmosphere, That is so perplexing and amnoying is the fluctuating
quantity of dust discharged, which varies from an acceptable amount to
one which bordera on the creation of a muisance within the provisions
of Section 92 of the Public Health Lot 1936,

Following the receipt of advice from the Alkali Inspector,
a gystem for measuring the guantity of dust discharged from the cyoclones
has becn evolved and this additional information reinforces the evidence
obtained by regular visual cbservations of the plant throughout the year.

As a further means of obteining evidence of the degree of
fall-out from the plant, three temporary dust gauges have been
installed on land adjacent to the works, and analysis of the deposit
in these gauges gives & reasonable estimate of the average fall-out per
acre over & given pericd.

dverage discharge from cyclones: 12¢95 lbs, per hour.

Details of first analysis of contents of temporary dust gauges:
Gauge 1,  Gsuge 2, (Gauge 3.

Fall-out rate per acre of A : >
sarbonate and pilicious dust 33°4 1bs, 130°5 lbs, 3°4 1bs.

Anmual fall-out rate per acre

of caxbenate and smilicicus dust 21¢*0 1bs, 821*0 1lbs, 22:0 lbs,

The results so far obtained indieate that with a prevailing
south-westerly wind, properties south-caat of the plant receive the
higheat dust depoeit, and propertics to the south-west of the plant
receive the lowest deposit.



8.

10,

11,

12.

(a)

25'

INFECTIOUS DISEASE.

During 1966, enquiries were made into the following
cepes of infectious diseesa:

Tlibﬂrmllﬂﬂiﬂ T o oE ¥R o
Smallpox (contacta) e.e ees  see

Searlet LENET (isve s w6 2
Dysentery o o il Bl e
Gagtro-enteritis d b ki q
falmonella e #oaa “aw e 1
5
2

Of the dysentery cases, 64 occurred in two outbreaks
at Compton Bassett and Sutton Benger.

RUINOUS AND DILAPTDATED BUILDINGS AND NEGLECTED SITES.

L dengerous wall and a chimmey-stack have been democlished
85 & result of informal notices to the owmers, and the demolition of
& farm building in the Parish of Bremhill is in hend,
QFFENSIVE TRATES.

There are no offensive trades in this district which come
within the provieions of Section 107 of the Public Health Lot 1936,

AGRICULTURAL (SAFETY, HEALTH AND WELPARE) PROVISIONS ACT 1956.

Ho complaints have been received from employees with
reference to unsatisfactory sanitary facilities at farms or market
garden premises,

EROBLIEMS ASSOCIATED WITH INTENSIVE FARMING.

FPig Production.

During the year we have had to deal with a number of
serious complaints due to the disposal of pig dung at the Fatatock
Marketing Corporation's Marden Farm at Stockley. This farm ia just
en the edge of Calne, and if is unfortunate that planning permiseion
was given for both the pig production unit and a large regldential
housing estate in its immediate vieinity, in spite of clear werning
of a nuisance likely to arise.

When a public health department is presented with &
built-in nuisance like this, I feel that there ghould be more regard
for public health aspects before planning approvel is given,

About TOD pige are being reared in the pig houses at
Marden Farm, under closely controlled conditions, Their dung and
urine are washed dowm into tanks cutside the bulldings and ag often
es is necessary (usually sbout three afterncons a week) this is
emptied by trailer pump.

The procedure is first to mix the liquid and sclids to an
even consistency by means of & reverse-action air-blast, then a
trailer load is sucked up, towed away, and spreyed on the piece of
land chosen for the doy. This process is repeated several times
during the afternoon. Sometimes the site is on the far side away
from the housing estate, and sometimes the spraying is done quite
near to the houses; sometimes the wind is helpful, and sometimes it
is not.
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During the year there heve been widespresd and bitter
complaints from the estate residents (the estate is within Calne
Borcugh), There have been joint meetings between members of the
Fatstock larketing Corporation, representetives from Calne Borough
Council and from fhis Council, and it has been agreed to allow the
Company to exneriment with a2 chemical deodoract.

After & very congiderable perjod of trial, and after
hoving inwvestizated subseguent compizinte, I &m of the opinicn that
the deadorant experiment is a failure. In fact, the opinicm of
this department is that when the decdorant is used, you get two smells
instead of onel

Explorstory talks hawe already been held ebout the discharge
of the drainage jnto the Calne Forsoush publie sewer, and unless somsone
ean devise a totally new and satiglectory system, drairage to the
sewer seems to be the only way to reupedy this very serious nuisance,

It ia a great pity that the muieance is caused by
refuring waluzble potioal Textilisers to the soil, bt we an longer
live in a natuval age, and in any caee, this is sewage farming.

ger Preodustion,

irey

This district has its fair share of intensive eggz production
heuses, The unita vary from small huta to a large egg-producing farm
with nearly a deoven very big houses, These houses hold thousands of
chickens for 2 period of thirteen monthe, after which they awme replaced.
The chickens are on wire megh, some eighteen inches or more above the
floor, upon which the droppings collect.

A nuigance associated with chicken dung is the Lesser House
Fly. 1Ite egge are laid in the dung and the young offepring lead a

‘ Tife of blige under idyllic comditiong, sefe from the crzel besks of

would-ba marauders sbove, and wilin their cheicest food dropping like
manna around them. Unchecked, their nombers ean =an into millicns,
axd cauee conciderzble misance in nearby houses. Bome eonsoletion ia
that, although theyr are & distinet muissmee, they are not considered

to be a meunace to health.

This is recognissd =3 3 national problem, =nd the Ministry
of Agriculture, Fisheries and Food issusd a leaflet on fly control
about two yeara ago, We obtained a gupply and distributed them to
farmers whom we lmew to be producing eggs by this method,  Research
haz found that the adult flies 1!ke to perch on dangling strings.

Cut of this discovery came the msthod of stringing poultry houses with
strings soaked in A concentrated insecticide conteining fenchlorphos;
the atrings should be socaked every March.,

From experience, this would appear toc provide a reascnable
degree of control, but even with the most conscientious efforts, a
fair proportion must get away, and a fair proportion represents quite
2 lot of flies. In any cése, chicken dung eventually hes to be
removed from the poultry houses and battery houses, and taken ocut to
the fisld, where there are no comtrol atrings. I think we sghall
hear more of the Lesser House Fly in the future.

Broiler Chicken Production,

We now have several broiler producticn farms in this
district. A further one has been given plamning permission but is
not yet finished.

Typical farms are made up of four poultry houses, each
house containing up to 30,000 kProiler chickens, These birds are the
logical answer to the public demend for more meat at low prices and
form the vast majority of poultry now sold in Great Britain.
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This poultry indusiry is a highly complex crganisation
of finance, computers, geneticists, and research workers - fer
removed from traditiconal methods, and hardly likely to rival the
old methods as a favourite subject for children's books. Howewer,
with the high and increasing population of this country, these
intensive forms of farming are here to stay.

Every new venture usually brings its ownm problems, and
without proper mansgement and intelligent anticipation a number of
nuisances could arise.

One acute problem, disposal of the daily casualties,
is readily solved in the case of the two larger ferms. These are
less than three miles from the poultry packing station ot Sutton
Bgnger and the dead birds are taken to the offal trailer there, which
is removed daily. We are fortunate in that no muisances have yet
occurred, and that if they did, we ashould obtain the ready
co-operetion of the company.

E. FOOD AND DHUGS.

FOOD HYGIENR (GENFRAL) REGULATIONS 1960.

{a) More attention has been paid, this year, to grocers and
gensral stores. Although the increased use of pre-packaging mekes
it easgier to handle scme foods, the handling amd storage of others
require ag much sapervision ag ever,

Our particular problem, as in most rural districts, is
the small willage shop, which is run by scmeone who has litile o no
knowledge of the food trade and who finda that the returns are often
not great enough to provide a living for him., TUnless he starts with
sufficient capital to put the place in order he has difficulties from
the beginning - and so do wel

In one particular case we have at last got the storercoms
into o pagsable state, but we have had to deal with four different
owners over the past ten yenrs to do ao.

The village ghops are now mostly well run and it is in
only & few enges thot immorance, inertis, and lack of capital combine
to make it diffievalt to obicin & gocd stondard of hygiene.

(ne disturbing development is the fact that cooked meats
are being s0ld in small wvillage shops where the demand is insuffiecient
to engure a quick ssle of the relatively large quantity which has to
be bought &t one time from the wholesaler. Tha laboratory investigations
referred to elsswhere in this report are not sufficiently advanced to
asaist us, and we can only hope that there will be no outbreak of food
poiscning before more positive control over the sale of this food is
available,

(b) Food Complaints.

Various conpleints regerding food supplied to the publie
were received during the year, including oily dough in bread, an
unpleasant flavour in tinned steak, and rust in ice cream. These
were token up with the manufacturers, who were able to give acceptable
explenationa.

(e¢) Prosecutions,

Legal proceedings were instituted in two instances,
In one case a milk retailer was fined £20 for selling & bottle of milk
containing & slug, and in the other a grocer who sold a mouldy pack of
gausgges was fined £5,
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(d) Premises.

The food premises within the Rursel Distriet consist of i-
Ho.complying| No.of premises to which
with Regn.16| Regn.19 (facilities for

; (wash-bagina| washing food and aguip-

Premises. Ho. provided)s -ment )1-
(2) ()
applies: is complied
withs
Grogers and General
Stores T2 T2 31 3
_Butehers 10 9 a0 9
Bakers 7 7 T 7
Reataurants and Cofes ] 9 9 2]
Figh and Fruit Shops & 6 3 3
Figh and Chip Shops 2 2 2 2
Sweets and Ieces Shops 13 13 - -
Licensed Premises Bl 6l 61 61
Factories and
Iistributors 2 2 1 1
182 181 124 123

(e) Condemned Foods.
During the yeor the following foodstuffs were examined by the
Public Health Inspectors, condepmed, ond subsgequently surrendered as
being unfit for human econsumption:

T x &d, blocks ine cream ... rust contoamination.

300 sssorted ice creoms e refrigerator breakdown.
20 lbs. sweetbreads ves  decompoged.
1 stone eod fillets sss unsound.
1 x 41bs, luncheon meat s+ pmetured tin,
2e FOOD HYG MARKET STALLS AND IELIVERY VEHICLES) FEGULATIONS 1966.

These Regulations, which come into forece on lst Janumary 1967,
supersede those provisicns of the Food Hygiene {General) Regulations 1960
which epplied to market stalls and deliwery wehicles.

The principal changes likely to affect vendors in this
digtrict ere:-

Persons engaged in the handling of any open food (i.e. food
not totally protected by a wrapper or container) must wear
clean and woeshable overclothing;

If delivery vans carxy open food, other than bread, they
must be provided with wash-basgine, hot water supplies,
towels, etc.; ;

If open food is scld from vens or stalls, then sinka must
be provided in addition to woash-basinms; sinks are not
required if the only food sold is fruit, greengrocery, or
covered food, provided that the person engaged in the
business gives written nmotice to the locsl authority that

he is 3o engaged.

All traders kriown to be affected by these Hegulationa have
been wigited and their requirements discussed.
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MILE AND DATRIES.

Milk and Dairies (Oeneral aticns 1959.
1966 1965
No. of Registered Dairiss by 11 117
Wo. of Registered Distribtutors ... 21 17

During the year, 83 routine inspections of dairieg have
been miade, One registered dairy at Corsham has closed down, The
increase in the number of distributors of milk is due to various
shopa in Corsham undertaking the sale of milk., As the milk is
pre-packed and the shops have suitable storsge facilities, no dairy
is required,

Milk (Special Desigmaetion 6 1965,

The number of licences to sell designated milk which are
in operation in thias district are:

Designation. No.of Licences.
Untreated b 1
Pasteurised e 20
Sterilised e 8
Mltra=Heat-Treated e Nil

Four producer-retailers reteil untreated milk in this
district, but they are licensed by the Ministry of Agrieculture,
Fisheries and Food.

Mil 1 for Statuto on.

Routine sampleg are taken each month from distributors
licensed by this Council, a total of 213 being tested during the year
at the Public Health Laboratory, Bath. Reports on these samples are
as follows:-

Satisfactory 2180 (236 in 1965)
Unsatisfactory sen 3 ( 2 in 1965)

Bottle Rinses.

Betes of washed milk bottles are sent to the Public Health
Laboratory at Bath each quarter, to check the efficiency of bottle
cleansing at the various dairies, Twenty sets of bottles were sent
for test, and of these, nineteen were satisfactory and one failed,
Following notification of the failure, the Ministry's Milk Officer
effected an improvement in methods at the premises of the producer-
retailer coneerned.

Milk Sampling for Biological Examination,

In addition to routine sampling, biclogical samples of
raw milk have been taken throughout the year., Thirty-two visits
were made to dairies of producers supplying milk to retailers in the
Rural Distriet, and 126 churn samples were taken and sent to the
Public Health laboratory, Bath. All the results were negative as
to tuberculosis,

M - la Abort

Besides the test for tuberculosis, all bioclogical samples
are tested for Brucella Abortus by the Public Health Laboratory, in
connection with the Ministry of Agrieculture's efforts to eradicate
this disease. : :
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Positive Brucella cultures were obtained from the milk
of two cows in & herd from which there iz a small retail sale, and
the farmer eliminated these cows from his hexd.

1] rew milk samples gsent to the Laboratory for routine
methylene blue tests are now subjected to the ring test for the
presence of Brucella Abortus, and in the event of & positive result
further sampling of the herd concermed would be instituted.

ICE CEEAM.

Hegigtration of Fremisss.

There are now 85 premises in the Bural District registered
for the sale of ice cre&m. This year, two premiscs were registered,
cne at Colerne, the other at Corsham. Five premises were removed
from the register owing to the sale of ice crean being discontinued.

An enguiry regarding the installetion of a frozen food
container at a local garage was dealt with and the owner was
dissuaded from installing this as the premises were eonsidered to be
unsuitable for food handling.

Sampling of Ice Crean.

A comprehensive programme of ice cream sampling during 1966
has produced the followinz results:-

Grade. 1966. 1965,
I 94 81
II 10 4
III Wil Nil
Iv Fil Wil

These excellent results show that a high standard in
manufacture, distribution, and storage is maintained. Three large
firma now produce practically all the ice cream sold in this area,
and maintain strict controls on the product up to its delivery %o
the retailer,

Some vans selling "soft ices" visit the district and
it iz found that the gtandard of hygiene mainteined on these wvans is
satisfactory. No samples teken from the vanse have failed the
gtandard test.

SAMPLING OF OTHER FOODS.

During the year this department took part in the pilot
scheme operated through the Westerm Centre of the Public Health
Inspectors' Association, ‘The other amthorities taking part were
the Councils of Bath City, Oslne Borough, Chippenham Borough,
Bradford and Melkshenm Rural District and Gloucester Rural District.
The scheme had been discussed with the Public Health Leboratories
at Bath and Gloucester and we wish to record cur appreciation of
their intereat and co-operatiom.

The total mumber of sanples teken in the nine-momths
period was 275, of which my derariment took 31 (on 2 basgis of four
per month, excepting July when the Leboratory was short-staffed).

Concentration of effort was essential and aso it was
decided to keep to meat products. However, like much research,
this first attempt at a progracme was in the nature of o recomnnisasnce,
very mich a cape of trial and error. An inguest by the intereated
parties was held on the programme's results, when we learned among
other things, that "meat products" is far too wide a gubject to be
properly investigated unless there are reelly lerge sampling and
exanination resources available.
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The pilot scheme was st up to demonstrate the need for
a properly-organised system of bactericlogieal sampling. There is
no doubt et all that the need is there. It was therefore decidsd
to continue the scheme for & further similar period, to concentrate
investigations on two specific products, and to make sure (by using
the one common form) that we all obtained the same data.

It was found that the numbers of bacteria varied greatly,
on exanple being from "Nil' to 'more than 100,000,000 per gramoe' for
different samples of baked faggots. Bliced cooked ham had sone
surprisingly large counts in spite of the salt content, which one
would hawve thought to hawve been an inhibitor.

A point of importonce is that all the food items sampled
were unquestionably fresh and fit in appearance. It would be of
valus to have comparative results for the same food when on the
threshold of geing stale, also cooparisons from good and bad commercial
practices, and, perhaps most important of all, samples from normal
clean households to see whet standards a good housewife can achiewve.

411 this requires sanpling far beyond our means, yet it
can be dene very easily by a nationally co-ordinated scheme, whereby
each authority has a spall but definite part to play.

Only after extensive research will we have a true
understanding of what the bacteria counts really mean. As a result
of this research it may in time be possible to formulate stendards
for certain foods like the standarde we already hewve for milk,
ice cream and water. Without standards, control of these three items
would have been almost iapossible.

The more enlightened food firms already have bactericlogical
standards as an aid to quality control, and thees standards are
frequently included in the Conditioms of Sale. If random samples
foil, the whole consignment is rejected.

The eleanlinegs of our food is worthy of research,
A oo-ordinated netional system seems to be the obviocus method of doing
it., It is hoped that these comments will be read by the Ministries
of Health, and Agriculture, Fisheries and Food, and that they will
investigate the subject. Should we know what we are eating, or is
it guite unimportant?

LICENSET FPREMISES.

Turing the year, two major and several minor improvements
have been made to public houses in this district, and inprovementa to
three more have been sgreed with the owners. These will be carried
out as soon as financinl circunstances permit.

Where sanitary accomnodation is in need of major
improvement, it is the policy of this department to meet the owners!
representatives and, wherever possible, to have these acenities brought
right up~to-date. I think it is a far better policy to wait a while
for a conpletely modsrn scheme, then to insist on immediate attention
to facilities which are fundementally unsatisfactory.

The nunber of licensed prewmises in this district is 61, the
same as lagt year.

BAKEHOUSES.

The bakehouse at Bremhill is being modernised, and the work
will be completed in the first half of 1967. This is the result of a
long-tern understanding by which the cwner was given a two-year period
in which to consider ewvery aspect of the matter, with the result that
he deeided to rebuild part of his premises instead of trying to make do
with the existing tuildings.
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The other six bakehouses have been reasonably well
maintained. These bakehouses are situated at:

Bremhill e 1
Cagtle Combe ... L
Charhill e 1
Colerns e 1!
Corsham R |

FRIED FISH SHOPS.

There are mow two fish-and-chip shops in the district,
at Corsham and Colerne, the one at Boxfields having elosed down,

THE LIQUID EGG (FASTEURISATION) REGULATIONS 1963.

There H.m no ege pasteurisation plante in this district.
POULTRY INSPECTION.

A circular dated 30th August 1966 was sent by the Ministry
of Health to all authorities, asking for more attention to be given
to poultry processing establishments.

It was apparent from thisz that the methods of some
processors were not ag hygienic as they should be, and that in some
instances unfit poultry was being sent to the wholesale markets.

Our own poultry packing station at Sutton Benger (with
the biggest deily throughput in Great Eritai.n} has always enjoyed a
good reputation, and Quality Control hag been in operation gince the
prasent foctory opened. Wz hawve never had any trouble in respect
of unsound poultry being despatched for sale, nor have we had any
worries about hygiene. Visits have been fregquent and regular
[thm:.gh not at pre-arranged times) and any valid points raised by
the Public Health Inspector have had the immediate attention of the
management.

Guality Control is an ally to be walusd., It concerns
iteelf with every aspect of the apticle, including bactericlogical
gtandards. TWhen a consignment is delivered to & well-known chain
gtore, two broilers are talken at random and they are subjected to
bactericlogical examination, It is commercially wvital that all
consigmments arve accepted and this necessity ensures that there are
no failures,

Also, since hygiene in the factory cannot be maintained
at twe levels, it follows that all poultry leaving the factory iz of
the same high bactericlogical standard, regardless of whether or not
it is intended for this chain stores a wery beneficial side effect.

Revertheless, in compliance with the Ministry's reguest,
the nunber of inspections has been inereased since 24th October 1966,
and we ore now endeavouring to oaintain three visits every week.
Ho fixed days or times are ar.anged; the factory is wisited as and
when possible but each visit is made to oceccupy the latter half of
the morning or afternocon session. This means that the Inspector is
on the premises for sabout en hour-and-a-half, during which time he
is able to tour the premises and inspect the rejected carcases, the
rejected hearts and livers, and the birds which were dead on arrival,

We have the facilities of the Iepartment of Vete:inary
Medicine at langford for bacteriological examination of cercases and
viscers whenever we need this service,
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The principal benefit from this programme of
inspections is the hour-and-a-half stay at the factory. During
this time the Public Health Inspector has time to look around, and
it is inevitable that matters for discussion come to light. Also,
with this time at his disposal, it ia posaible to pay due attention
to the carcases and offal which are intended for human consumpticn.
In my opinion, this inapection iz pany times more important than
the inapection of that which has been put ocut for rejectiom anyway.
I think the following highly satisfactory figures confirm my views:

Out of en annual throughput of 6,045,851 birds, there
were 6,202 rejects, representing a loss of only ﬁ'lﬂﬁﬁﬁ. When one
bears in mind that the figures inelude the dead-on-arrival, the true
figure and percentage of unfit birds are about & half of these.

in interesting freak was a broiler with three legs. We
sent this to Langford and in return were provided with photographa
and glides. It is understood that such freaks are not especially
uncommon, and that sometimes a four-legged chicken is seen. Since
thefr breeding is closely controlled by geneticists, and since wings
are comparabively useless anyway, it would seem feasible to expect,
sometime in the future, & four-legged wingless bird, perhaps even
without those useless featheral

No. of poultry processing premisep din the district ... 1
No. of visits to these premises b B e aonii 73
Total no, of birds processed during the year ... <5« 6,045,851
Type of birds processed: Broilera, with a very few cocks and hens.

Parcentage of birds rejected as unfit for human
consumption ... 0+1025%

Weight of poultry condemned: Not available for full year,

SLAUGHTERHCOUSES AND KNACKERS' YARDS.
(a) PFood and Act 1 Section 63.

The licence for the lmacker's yard at Heddington has again
been renewad, following & satisfactory report on conditions there.

(b) Slaughter of Animals Aot 1933.
Sla ter of Animals (Amendment ) Act 1 .

Slaughter of Animals (Prevention of Cruelty) Regulations 1958.

Six slaughtermen's licences were issued under these Acts and
Regulations, all the men being experienced slaughtermen employed at the
Heddington kmacker's yard,

The return of horses slaughtered by the knacker's yard
showa that twelve horses were slaughtered during the year, all on farms
and none at the kmacker's yard. In all, 32 carcases were received at
the yard,

Slaughterhouses Act 1958,
Slaughterhouses (Reports) Direction 1959.

There are no slaughterhouses in this Bural District, but we
sent one Public Health Inspector to carry out meat inspection at the
Chippenham Bacon Factory, at the request of Chippenham Borough Council,

to replace one of their Inspectors who wae ill. This work cccupied
onwe day in September, and two days in November.
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Ce HOUSING.

INPROVENMENT AREAS.

No further surveys have been made, but "preliminary
notices" have been served and meetings held to consider the need
to improve sixteen houses in the Priory Street, Corsham,
Improvement Area.

Ag a result, Suspended Improvement Notices have been
served on the owmers of three houses, requiring them to carry out
improvements if there is a change of tenancy, or if the $enant
agrees to have the improvements made within the next fiwve years.

The owners of seven other houses have undertaken to
improve their houses with the aid of Standard Grants.

On detailed investigation, it was found impracticeble
to provide improved amenities in six houses, at reasonable expense.

The occupler of one house in Corsgham, outgide the
Improvement Area, hes asked the Council to use its powers under the
Housing Act 1964 to secure the improvement of his house and a
"preliminary notice" has been served on the owner.

TMPROVELRNT GRANTS.

Although the number of houses improved dropped to the
lowest since 1962, the number of applications rose to the highest
gince that year,

1962 1963 1964 1965 1966

Applications (no.of houses):

Discretionary Grants 54 41 48 36 55
Standard Grants 66 47 41 47 51

Totals: 120 a8 89 83 106

Houses Improved or Converted:

Discretionary Grants 32 48 48 42 0
Stendard Grants Al 40 n 40 44
Totals: 63 88 T 82 T4

HOUSING ADVANCES.

The amount of work inveolwed in dealing with applications
for hnuamg advances has been gbout the same as for 1965,

Twenty-four houses have been repeired or improved in
complionoe with undertalkings given by mortgegors.

HOUSING ACTION.

Most of the properties reported to be unfit during the
yea:r are in the following parishes:

3’&:‘- L3 [ ] - Fa L N 16
Cherhill .,,, . e 10
Christian Malford ... 4

35.
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Progress in dealing with unfit houses in the Parish of Box
is greatly hindered by the lack of alternative housing. Democlition
Orders made on three properties om Box Hill during 1964 cannct be
enforced until the tenants are re-housed, and metion on ten houses in
this year's programme is held up for the same reason.

HOUSING STATISTICS.

(a} Details of Dwellings at the end of the year:

No. of permenent dwellings privetely owned ... sei 4es  wos BEET
B il n " Local Authority owned ..o asa sas 1932

n II tempm rr II .I ﬂ LR L ] LI 2#-1.
(b) Proces g8 under Hous Act 1957:

Bouees inspected for fifnese ... +suou can  pis  wwe asé dra TT
o, reported as unfit for huoman habitation Je: see sin  wes 42
Notices served requiring defects to be remedied (Secs.9,10)... -
Houges made fit after service of formal notices:
CaY DY owmeh . n. TOSEPVOIGES FEY O SEp R, PR MRl TOp B -
(b) by Local Authority in default of OWNETBiss ass s4s -
Housep oade £it as ¢ result of informal actich’ Whs See —wes |
Iemolition Orders made (Se0edB)  wee sss @ wan mss ses  ase 10
Houses demolished as & result of Demoliticn Orders e -
- L Ll " informal acbion sis  <sa 4
Demolition Order revoked, house made fit (Se0.24)... ... 2

War-time bungalows demolished by the Council... eue  coe 135
Undertekings not to re-let accepted (Secel6)evs wue  see wus
Undertakings not to re-let which became operative... ...
Undertakings to make fit accepted (50.16) .«uv sev wes  was
Undertakings to make fit complied with ses  sss  wes  aus
Closing Orders made (Bec8.l?;18) ‘sue des sss ass sss  ass
Hovsea dlomad oo eoe’ et i il st s
Fart of dwolling oloded ... ses sas aww  ses  sne  wew
Closing Orders revokad, honsea nade fit (See.27) ... ...
Houses in Clearance Areas on which Demolition Orders pade ... Fil
Demolished as & result of Demolifticn Orders siv wes  sas Nil
Retained as temporary accommodation in Clearance Area ... il
Overcrowded houses at the end of the year ..: ses o5 204 Nil
Cases of overcrowding discovered during the year ... ... Hile

" n n abated fa e ase  man Ril

[ T R T L I = I ]

{¢) Proceedings under Public Health Acts:

Houses inspected for defects under Public Health Lets cvs aus 14
Formal Notices served PR Oy - e -y S e T
Houges rendered fit as a2 result of formal Notices:.
Y by mmamal. L P D U e RN L) 1
(b) by Local Authority in default of OWNErS.ss sss  ses 3

£
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(d) Improvement Grants - Discretionery:

(e)

1965 1966
Applications received for comversions ... ... ...(houses) 1 2
n " " improvements s.s sss sesf " ) 35 53
Approvals for conversion of owner/occupied property (" ) - 1
" " n " ather it { it } iz ]
" " improvement " owmer/occupied it L n ) 18 iz
" " LB . - |retieel) 9 23
dmount of CGrants approved for conversions ... sas == £ 1,200
] n " " " improvements .sv  sse £9,408 £20,641

Ho. of applications made during the year which wers
refused or withdramm ... T -
Hoi'of Crantas completad ..i  cas  aels e des ses 42 e
Amount off Grants pald | dee . des ddle bes. kes _ses £13,910 £10,466

No, of premises inspected re Improvement Grants and
Inprovensnt ATens ... 472 180

Improvement Grants - Standard.

1965 1966
Applications received  .vu ses esr  ser  see  «e.(houses) 47 51
" approved ~ owner/occupled property ...( " ) 34 3
4 - ~ other propeTty sss see sesl " ) 11 10

¥o. of applications mede during the jear which were
refused or withdrawm ...[ " ) 2 4
Ho. of houses improved ..: sss sss  ass  ass  sss i l] 44
ANt of Geantia PAIE was aws wms  sam aae s £ 5,848 £ 7,836
He, of bathe or showera provided... .o wss - wsa 36 3T
" " wagh-hand basins = Baal o a aoe, ei 38 38
" " gater-closeta n Srdy RN R EEY 40 41
W " hot water supplies " WML | AR 37 38
mo " food stores I s s it | 33 36

HENT ACT 1957, Section 1 and First Schedule.

No appliecationa hawve been received from tenants for Certificates

of Digrepair and action by the Counecil.

HOUSING ACT 1961: HOUSES IN MULTIPLE QCCUPATION.

I am only aware of cne property, at Piclwick Road, Corshanp,

which comes within the purview of Part II of the Housing Aot 1961.

Thie property is divided into sewerel self-containsd flata,
with the exception of two basement roome upon which Cleosing Orders have
No overcrowding was noted,

placed, the accommodation ia satisfactory.

C HEALTH ACT 6, Section 237: COMMON LODGING HOUSES.

been

No common lodging houses are registered in this Bural District.
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FACTORIES, OFFICES, SHOPS, ETIC.
—_————————————

La OFFICES, SHOPS AND RATLWAY PREMISES ACT 1963.

38.

(e) Registrations and Inspecticma.

Ho. of Total no. of] No. of
preniscss registered registered
registered preoises &t | premises
. during the the end of receliving
Claga of prendess; FEET. the year. general
inspections|
luring the
year,
Offices 3 34 2-
Betail shops 2 T4 5
Wholesale shops, warehouses - 2 -
Catering establishments open to
the public, canteens 1 18 5
Fuel storage depots - 3 1
Totals: 6 131 Y pin

The total number of visits of &ll kinds by Publie Health

Inspectors to registered premises was 118.

(b) dnalysis of Persons employed in Registered Premises by Workplace.

Class of workplace. Ho. of persons emplojyed.
Officea 23
Retail shopa 234
¥holesale departments, warehoussg - 27
Catering establishments open to the public 67
Canteens T
Fuel storage depots 1X
Totals: 582
Total maless 276
Total females: 306
(¢) Exemptions.
Part I: Space (Sectiom 5(2)) .oa sss . Hil
Fart II: Temperature (Section 6)eus ass  sus Hil
Part IIL: Sanitary conveniences (Section 9)... Nil
Part IV: Washing facilities (Section 10) ... Nil
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(d) Contraventions.

Contraventions in respect of: Founds: Renedied:
Sec. 4 Cleanlineas = ~
" 5 (Owvercrowling - -
W f: Temperature 1 6
" T:+ Ventilation = =
" By Lighting - 1
n ¢ Sanitary conweniences 4
" 10: Washing facilities 3
W 11:  Supply of drinking water -
LI o Eret feccomaodaetion for clothing - -
W 13: Sitting facilities - -
LG S I Seats for sedentary workers 1 1
" 15: Eating facilities - 1
" 16: Floors, passages, stairs 2 4
" 17: Fencing exposed parts of mechinery - -
" 183 Protection of young persons from
dangerous mochinery - -
" 19: Training of young perasons working
at dangerous pachinery - =
"™ 23: Prohibition of heavy work - -
" 24: First aid - genercl provigions 3 i
Information for Enployees Regulations 1965 3 4
Totals: 10 3l
Ho. of prosecutions ... Wil.

(e) Staff.

No. of Imspectora appointed under Sec.52(1) or (5) of the fct ... 4

No. of other staff employed for most of thedr tioe onm work in
gonnection with the fet ... HNil

FACTORIES ACT 1961.

Of the 82 factories registered in thisz Bural District, seven
are on Crown property and are the responsibility of the Factories Inspector.

(a) BRegistrations and Inspections.

Ho. of:

Ho. oa

Premises. Register |[Inspeot'ned Written | wocuplers
Hotices | Prosecuted

(1) Factories in which Secs.l,
2,34 and 5 are enforced
by the Local Authority - - = -

(2) Factories not incloded in
(1) in which Sec.7 is
enforced by the Local
Authority 17 *22 - -

(3) Other premises in which
Sec.T is enforced by the
Local Anthority (excluding
outworkers' premises) 5 € - -

Totals: &2 29 - -

* Inspections of factories which are also food mises
(e.z. bakehouses and poultry packing stations) are not recorded
hers, &= the maintenance of sanitary acecmmodation is checked
during inspections under the Food Bygiene Regulations,
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(b) MNumber of Cases in which Defects were found,

Ko. of cases where defectsa:
Fartiounlara: Found: Ramdieml Referred:- Frosecu-
=tiona:
to H.M.| by H.M.
Insptr.| Insptr,
Sanitary conveniences
{EEG-T:II
(a) Insufficient - - - - -
(b) Unsuitable or
defective 3 4 - 1 ~
‘s, Kot separate for eees - - - - -

(e) Outworkers.

There are nine cutworkers in this district, &2ll engaged in
glove-making.

E. ROIENT CONTROL.

PREVENTION OF IMMALGE BY PESTS ACT 1949.

(a) The need for constant vigilance ccmcerning the control of
rodents has again been anmply denmonstrated, for many major sources of
infestation have been digsecovered a&nd successfully treated over a wide
area of the Rural Distriet during this year,

These major infestations could be avoided if the owmers or
ocoupiers of property or land would adviee this depertment as soon as
an infestation, howsver small, was discovered.

Wotification is, in fact, & requirement of the abowve Aot,
and any person who fails to give notice that rats or nice are living on,
or resorting to, land in substantial numbers pay be lieble on sunpary
ccnvietion to 2 fine not exeeeding Five Pounds. I would appreciate
this notification by residents within the Bural Distriet.

(b) Inspection of Properties other thon Sewers,

Type of property:

Hon-

Agricultural: Agriculturel:

No. of properties in the district 7386 1694

Total no. of properties (including
nearby premises) inspected follow-

-ing notification: 500 13
Ho. infested by: (i) Rats 129 9
(11) Mice 19 1

Total no, of properties inspected
on routine surveys: 330 79
No, infested by: (1) Rats 30 18

(i1) Wice 1 =
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(c) Sewer Test-Baiting and Treatments.

Except in Castle Combe, where the work was delayed for
several months by the activities of & filn company, all the Council's
sewerg were test=beited in May and June.

The only "takes" were in Rudloe, and the test-baiting was
immediately followed by a treatment of the infested area.

F. ML SCELLANEQUS

II OF ANTMALS (T FOODS) ORTER 1957.

Cne of the eight licences in force at the beginning of the
year has been given up., The reneining seven licensess have all been
vigited to ensuire compliance with the provisiona of the Order, and they
are reminded of their obligations when outbreaks of foot-and-mouth
diseage ocour in the area,

ANIMAL BOARDING ESTABLISHMENTS ACT 1963.

Seven establisghments hewve been re-licensed, and one new
licence was issued for premises in Corshan. Ancther esteblishoent
chenged hands and is no longer used for the bearding of animels,

Complaints concerning one establishment were investigated,
but were found to concern matters outside the scope of the Let.

SCRAP METAL IRALERS ACT 1964,

Three more dealers have been registered, bringing the total
mumber of registered dealers at the end of the year to sixteen,












