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PUBLIC HEAITH OFFICERS OF THE AUTHORITY 1

(a) MEDICAL OFFICER OF HEALTH

c. Li Brﬂﬂrﬂllead. TIDI’ H-II-DI ¥ Bll Ght rDrFIHi

5, High Street,
Chippenham. Tel: Chippenham 2821,

Also Medical Officer of Health for the Boroughs of
Calne, Chippenham and Malmesbury, and the Rural
District of Malmesbury, Assistant County Medical
Dfficer of Heslth and School Medical Officer,
{h}_ SENIOR PUBLIC HEALTH INSFECTCR.
+ H.,J. Teylor, Cert. 8.1.B., M.R.85.H., M.,A.P.H.1.

also Surveyor to the Couneil until 1st Nov 61.

(¢c)  ADDITIONAL PUBLIC HEALTH INSPECTORS.

+ 8.H. Murray, Ceri, 5.I.B., M.A.P.H.1l.
+ E.J. 8ilvester, Cert 85.I.B., M.A.P.H.1.
+ A.F'H. Hawam, GEI"t- Bl I-Ei .A'R'E.H- ’ M‘ﬂIP-HI l.

+ Qualifications held by these Officers:-

Sanitary Ingpectors' Certificate of the Royal Sanitary
Institute, Meast and Other Foods Certificate eof the Hoyal
Sanitary Institute.

Certificate in Senifary Science as applied to Buildings
and Public Works of the Royel Sanitary Institute,

(Wote: The Royal Sanitary Institute is now the Royal
Society of Health).

(a) SECRETARY TO THE MEDICAL QFFICER OF HEALTH,
8:.5.V. Williamson, Cert. R.I.P.H.H.

(e) Committees of the Council which are concerned with
matters of Publie Heazlth.

Finance, B8taff and Genersl Purposes Committee.
Public Health Committee.
Heusing Committee,

These Committecs meet every four weeks throughout the yesr
and deal with all matters appertaining to public health and
hmshlgl






The Chairman & members,
Calne & Chippenham Rural Distriet Council.

Mr. Chairman, Ladies & Gentlemen,

I have the honour to present my Annual Report
for the year 1961 in accordance with Regulation 15(5) of the
Public Health Officers Regulations, 1959,

Copies of the Report are reguired by the
Ministry of Health, Ministry of Agriculture, Fisheries & Food,
the Ministry of Housing & Lecal Government and H,M. Inspector
of Factories; a copy is also sent to the County Medical Officer
of Health.

The Report of the Senior Public Health Inspector
Mr. H.d. Taylor, is incorporated and provides detailed informatipn
on environmental public health within the Rural District.

I am grateful te Mr. Taylor and the Staff of

the Council for their co-operation and assistance during the
year under review.

I have the honour to be,

Your obedient Servant,
GC.La Erﬂﬂmhead,

Medieal Qfficer of Health.






gtate of the Public Heslth. 3

Apart from two deaths due to Pulmonary Tuberculosis,
infectious discases made no conftribution to the death rate
for the year 1961. This Tortunate state of affairs schould
not be viewed with complacency as an increasing population
is paiticularly vulnerable to imperted virulent infectious
disease from those countries within the Commocnwealth which
do not possess the effective health service we enjoy here.

The outbreaks of Smallpox imported from Pakistan to
the Midlands end Wales towards the end of the year, illustrate
this peoint and underline the need for ecareful control and
medical examination, particularly at Airfields of all immigrants
from infected areas, The real solution in the eradication
of Bmalipox however, is to control it in the same fashion in
the Commeonwealth 2 it iz contrelled in this Country.

The control of Smallpox requires, inter alia, vaeccination
and segregation of close contaests of the aetusl case and
vacecination of those at special risk, It is not accepted by
the Ministry of Health as good poliey to introduce mass
vaccination of' the public for & variety of reasons, not the
least being the need to conserve vaccine, at the onset of an
cutbreak, for the actual contacts quoted above,

There are alsc certain complicaticns of waccination to
bte considered, particularly when given to an adclescent or
adult who has not teen previously vaccinated during infancy.

Complications range from a severe reaction which may
necesgitate time off from work and a stay in bed, to serious
generalised vacelinia and encephalitis or inflamation of the
btrain and subsequent death,

The health of the pcpulation of the Rural District has
been satiefactory, apart from a large outbreak of KMeasles,
accounting for the bulk of the cases of infectiocus disease
netified.

The death rate (11 per 1000) is lower than that of the
country 25 a whole and lower then that of 1960, Cancer and
Coronary Dissass, 88 usual made a large contribution to the
total deaths.

The birth rete of 17.9 is lower than that of 1960
(21.2) and the infantile mortality rate (27.6) is higher than
that of 1960 (23,1). Ten of these children died during their
first week of life.

There has been a slight inerease in the numbher of cases
of Tuberculosis notified (1) compared to 1960 (5). The
total annual notifications have shown little waristion however
since 1954 (13-19) and the number of "Tuberculous Persons"
known is slightly lower.

Provided a case of tuberculeosis is treated in the early
stage of the disease, the outlook is nowadays guite hopeful.
It is important also that patients suffering from this infection
in its early stage should seek trestment as soon as possible,
in order that infectivity can be rapidly reduced thereby
limiting spread of the diseasse,

Nevertheless there is a proportion of the publie
puffering from Pulmonary Tuberculcsis who do not seek advice
or treatment, and it is they who constitute the unknown pool
of infection. To protect school children, they are offered
a tuberculin test and subsegquent B.C.G. vaccination if necessary
before they leave school and mix more elosely with the adult
population.

The campaign for the eradication of bovine tuberculosis
is now completed, and a further source of anxiety removed.






State of the Public Health (continmed) L

In 1921, in the country 2s a8 whole, over eleven hundred
children under five years of age died of abdeminal tuber-
culesis, contracted by drinking infected cowe milk in the raw
gtate,

Cancer gnd Coronary Diseacse remein the two principle
causes of death and it iz gratifying thot a2t last the Government
has Becepted the faet that there is a connection between
clgarette smoking and lung cancer and supported o campaign to
prevent the habit, partiecuiarly in the young.

One of the principel activities of Locol Health Authorities
to prevent disease, are their arrangements for vaccination
and immunisation againet Smallpox and Diphtheria. To theae
have heen added Whooping GCough, Teftanus and Poliomyelitis., It
should be apprecinted however, that the success of these
procedures may give a felse scnee of sccurity and it is important
that parents should awzil themselwes fully of the facilities
provided and ses to it that their children are fully protected
at all times.

During the year, the formaotion of the North West Wilts
Water Board and the impending handing over of the Counecils
Water Works, occasioned considerable discussion and created an
anomoly which is quoted in detoil on page W&

Regular, routine samples of the raw and treated water in
supply are teken for bacteriolcgical examination and close
liaison is kept with the Council's Engineer who is informed of
the results of these investigations,

An estimation of the free chlorine availatle in the treated
water ag it leaves the reservoirs =nd from the supply meains
is also made repularly.

In conclusion, to maintain the present excellent state of
the public health, the continued provision and distribution of
clean food, a pure and wholesome water supply, adequate housing,
clean air and efficient sewmge disposal, are still essentizls,

O the following pages are the stotisties on birth and
death rates, the causes of death 2nd the prevalence of infectious
disease nofified. The report of the Senicr Public Health
Inspector, Mr, H.J. Tayler, includes commen?t on the inspections
carried out and semples taken for examination at the Public Health
Laboratory during the year; an invaluable contribution to the
maintenance and improvement of the public health.

C.L. Broomhead,
Medical Officer of Health,
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Population

STATISTICS

. « 85,388

No. of inhabited houses (end of 1961 according to
the Rate Book)

Rateable Value at 31,12,61 . .« o « « =
.¢¢....4..,.£1LI-99-

Sum represented by the Penny Rate

VITAL STATISTICS

# 8 0 EIEE"".'
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LLVE BIRTHS
Males Fenales Total
Legitimate 300 229 529
Illegitimate 7 6 13
Total 307 235 Al 2

Crude Birth Rate for the District . -

- - - - .16!01

per 1000 of the population,
Adjusted Birth Rate for the District . . P e
per 1000 uf the population.
Comparative Rate for England & Wales . « o ¢ o s & odiall
per 1000 of the papulatinn,

Members of the Armed Forces stationed in the area are
inecluded in the population figure shown under the heading
"General Statistics"., To make an approximate allowance for
the way in which the sex and age distributieon of the local
population differs from England & Wales as a whole, the crude
birth snd death rates for the district are to be multiplied
by 8 "comparability factor" given by the Registrar General,
The above statistics have been so corrected.

STILI, BIRTHS

Fifteen still births were recorded during 1961. The
rate per 1000 total live and still births is 16,4. The
comparative rate for Engl=end & Wales is given by the Registrar
Feneral as 18,7 .

INFANT MORTALITY
Deaths of infants under one year of age:-

Meles Females Total
Legitimste 13 2 15
Illegitimate - - -
Total 15 = 15

ten of these children died during their first weck of life,

Eﬂ t& wr 1Gm 1ive hirths - - - - - L - - - - w 2?56
Comparative rate for England & Wales . « . .o 21l.L4






DEATHS

Deaths recorded in the Rural District during 1961
were a8 follows: -

kHales Females Total
156 138 29%

Crude death rate for the districht. + o« o « ¢ o o« « » 8.7
per 1000 of the populaticon.

Adjusted deeth rate for the district . « ¢« « &« =« & 1140
per 1000 of the population,

Comparative rate for England & Wales s « o« o s » » 12,0
per 1000 of the populaticon,

ANATYSTS OF CAUSES OF DEATH,

Kales Females Total

Tuberculesis, respiratory 1
Tuberculosis, other
Byphilitic disease
Diphtheria
Whooping Cough
Meningococeal infections
Aecute Poliomyelitis
KMeasles -
Other infeective and parasgsitic diseases -
Malignant neoplasm,stomach 10
Malignant neoplssm, lung, bronchus 9
Malignant neoplasm, breast
Malignant neoplasm, uterus
Other malignant and lymphatic neoplasms 10
Leukaemia,aleukaemia -
Diabetes 1
Vascular lesions of nervous system 9
Corcnary disesse,angina L2
5

e

[
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Hypertension with heart disense
Other heart disease
Other circulatory disease 7
Influenga 1
Pneumonia 0
Bronchitis 5
Dther diseases of respiratory system 1
2

HE HE ol L]
HOWRNOLOHNOORIWME =T D #1111 1 M

(=
L

=

Ulecer of stomach & duodenum

Gastritis, enteritis and diarrhoean
Nephritis and nephrosis -
Hyperplasia of prostate 2
Pregnancy, childbirth, abortion -
Congenital malformations &
Other defined and 111 defined discases 1
Motor wehicle accidents

All other accidents

Sulieide

Homicide and operations of war

TOTAL: 156

1 REO
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5 e\ 5
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I oeR®m] N | -

o
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PREVALENCE AND COWTROL OF INFECTIOUS DISFKASKE.

The following table lists cases of infecticus disease
notified during 1961, Comparative statistics have been
included for previous years since 1958:

1958 daad 1360 1961

a ETE | o B A b
DISEASE
Scarlet Fever i e R TR S . &
Whooping Cough 2 2 15 13 T 713 13
Diphtheria - - - - - - = =
Measles LOo9 LO9 378 378 L9 49 534 534
Ac,Poliomyelitis
(Paralytice) - = = B e = s =
Ac.Poliomyelitis
(Non=Paralytie) - - = - - - = =
Dysentery T - i I 3g 9 - =
Ophthalmia Neonsatorum - - - - - - = -
Puerperal Pyrexia = = L 1 2 2 = =
Bmallpox - - = = - = &
Typhoid Fevern - - - - - - = -
Paras Typhoid Fewer - - - - - - = -
Food Poisoning T {11 2 2 27 27 = -
Erysipelas - - 2 2 - - - -
Pneumonia 1y 8 8 3 3 L L
Cerebro=Spinal Fever - - - - - = = =
Encephalitis (Virus) - - - S i =
Malaria, = = = - 1 1 = -
TOTAL: LBl L8l 483 L76 129 126 537 557

"a® = Original numbers notified.
p" - Final numbers after correction.

The above statistics concern cases of notifi-able dlisease
certified by Generasl Practitioners. In addition, Trom time
to time, information is received from Head Tezchers, The
Public Health Laboratory, Infectious Disease Hospitals and
other sources of suspected cases of infections and enquiries
are made as 2 result by the Public Health Inspectors. A
propertion of these suspected cases are ultimately confirmed
and the necesgssary action is taken to prevent further spread.

Apart from the large number of cascs of Measles notified,
notifiable infectious disease reached a record low level
during the year. It is particularly gratifying that Poliomyelitis
Food Poisoning and the more serious infections were conspicuous
by their absence,

The Public Health Aet, 1961 conteins important provisions
concerning Notifiable Infectious Diseases, particularly the
1liability of Local Authorities to compensate a person required
to discontinue his work in order to prevent the spread of
infection., In this connection, the provisions of Part 111 of
the Public Health Act, 1961, do not apply to diseases made
notifiable by virtue of Regulations made by the Minister under
Section 143 of the Publie Health Act, 1936, Inter alia,
Poliomyelitis, unfortunately, is not a notifiable disease, and
statutcry action could net be taken under Section 41 of the
Public Health Act, 1961,






TUBERCULOSIS. 8

liew cases of Tuberculosis notified and confirmed by
the Chest Physician during 1961 together with comparative
gtatistics for previcus years since 1948, are given below.

YEAR PULMONARY N Ol =PULMONARY TQTAL
1948 11 7 gi
1949 11 10
1550 30 2 32
1951 26 7 i
1952 23 5 28
1953 2L & 32
1954 8 3 11
1955 18 1 19
1956 11 2 13
1957 10 3 13
19568 15 2 17
1959 11 2 13
1960 [ - 6
1961 & 6 e 1 T
NEW CASES AND MORTALITY DURING 1961.
NEW CASES DEATHS
Resp. lon=-Resp, Resp. Hon=Resn.

age_Broups TR P T T P T F

0

1

5 L 2
15 F: 1 2
25
35 1
42 7
65 upwards L ++ 3 1
TOTALS: - L L 1 S A =

#+ Two cases included in this fipure have not been listed on
page 6 of this report against the heading "Tuberculosis
Respiratory" as the primary ecase of death was Carcinoma
in both cases.

It should be noted that the above fipares deo not represent
the total number of individuals suffering from Tubereculeosis in
the Rural District. In sddition to the new cases notified
each year, a certain proportion of tuberculous persons either
move into the distriect or mowve out. According to the Register
of Tuberculous Persons, the following notified and confirmed
cages of Tuberculesis were living in the Rural Distriet at the
end of 1961,

Males HFemales Total
Pulmonary _ég g? :r.g_;_
Non=-Pulmona ry 2 i
Total — &8 Bl 152

A total of 174 Tuberculous Persons were on the Register at
the end of 1959, and 156 on the Register at the end of 1960.






WATER SUPPLIES

Chippenham Borough Water Undertskings supply a large
part of the Rursl District and the following comment on the
Chippenham Borehele sources is appropriate.

A serious and immediate shortage of water from the
Chippenham Borehole sources on the 25 Nov 61 necessitated
the installation of pumping and filtering plant by the Royal
Engineers in case it became necessary to use vwater from the
River Avon, after further treatment, by superchlorination,
a8 4 Lemporary mefsure,

Fortunately, by cutting down the demand on the boreholes
and by requesting adjacent Local Authorities to find alter-
native sources to meet their own reguirements, 1t was not
necessary tc use the River Avon as a source after 211,

The proposed use of the River Avon as 2 source of
public supply, coused considerable concern to the Council and
oiher Loecal District Councils regeliving a water supply from
the Chippenham Bores.

Close co-operation with the Medical Officers of Health
of the Authorities concermed was maintained, snd the Mediecal
Officer at Westinghouse Works wae also informed of the proposal.

The Ministry of Health, the County Medical 0ff'icer, the
Bristol Aven River Board, the Mid.Wilts. Hoepital Management
Committee and the Ministry of Housing and Teenl Government
were alsc informed.

Arrangements were made to held daily staff conferences
with the Clerks and Bnginecers of the Borough and Rural District
Councils with the Medical Off'icer of Health present, in order
that there should be the fullest co-operation and exchange of
information at all times during the crisis.

In my opinion, the River Avon should not be used as a
Bource of water for public consumption, unless no other sources
are aveilable, and then only after suitable filters and treat-
ment plant have been insteslled and adeguate reservolrs
constructed.

The fellowing additionsl informetion ch the Rural
Dietrict Council's Weter Undertakings, has been supplied by
Mr., Witham, the Council's Engineer.

There has been no change in the sources of wabter or
their surroundings which could adversely affect the quality
of the water. Treatment of all sources, except the small
ene at Slaughterford is by chlorination.

Lete in November, 2 serious shortage of woter developed
in the Chippenham Borough sources resulting in 2 shortage in
the bulk supply =vailable in this district.

Steps taken by this Council to meet the emergency were:-—

(i) Obteining 2 new temporary bulk supply of water from the
Bristol Weterworks Company. This was delivered through
2 temporary main into the Council's Marshfield Reservoir,

(1i) Incremse in bulk supplies obtz=ined from the Cricklade
and Wootton Bsssett R.D.C. end from the Air Ministry at
Yatesbury.

(iii)Co-operation of the Devizes R.D.C. in reducing their
bulk supply demand from the Council.

(iv) Propagenda regulting in 2 maximam overall reducticn of
in censumption.






WATER SUPPLIES (Continued) 10

There 1s an urgent need to look for new sources of water
for the distriect a2nd to take steps to meet a shortage of
water next antumn, It is underzstood that the proposed West
Wilts. Water Board hes thisg matter in hand.

The following statisties may be of interest:=

1960 1961
Average demand 1,467,000 1,611,000 aalls
Maximum demend 1,796,000 1,850,000 e day
Minimum demand 1,677,000 1,677,000) F .

The public water supplies are net plumbeo-solvent,

No acticn, other than routine work was necessary in
respect of contaminatien.

The total number of houses in the distriet on 31 Dee 61
was 8,655, All but 436 of these have a piped public water
supply, Of those supplied with water, 18 houses are from
public standpipes.

The percentage of population with a public piped water
supply is 95%

I give below a 1list of the publie stendpipes in the
district. It has been the Council's policy to remove these
as they become redundant, Five were removed during the year.
The remainder will, no doubt, be removed in the next few years,

I have no record of the number of private standpipes.

Porish No. of Public No. of houses
Standpipes suppliad,

Biddestone Nil

Box 1 3
Bremhill Nil

GCalne without Wil

Castle Combe 1 1
Cherhill Nil -
Chippenhem Without Nil -
Christian Malford Nil -
Colerne = 5
Compton Bassett MHil -
Gorsham il =
Grittleton Nil -
Heddington Nil -
Hilmarton Ll 1
Kington Langley Hil =
Lacock Nil =
Langley Burrell Nil -
Kettleton L L
North Wraxall Nil -
Pewsham Nil --
8tanton 5t. Quinton Hil -
Sutton Benger 1 1
Yatton Keynell 3 5

FORKATION OF NORTH WEST WILTS. WATER BOARD

A Medical Officer of Health by virtue of his office has
access to the deliberations of the appropriste comrittee
dealing with water supplies, but is denied similar access
to the newly formed Water Boards., He cannot therefore advise
on any new schemes or the health of personnel employed by
the Water Boards in their various activities,

This ungatisfactnry state of affairs has been explained
to the Publie ﬂealth Committees of the Malmesbury Rural
Distriet Counecil, the Celne & Chippenham R.D.C., the Chippenham






FORMATION OF NORTH WEST WILTS WATER BOARD (Continued) 11

Borough Council and the Calne Borough Couneil.

The following extraect from the Annual Report of the Chief
Medieal Qificer to the Ministry of Hezlth for the year 1957
should be noted.

"In accordance with modern poliey, water undertzokings, both
private and public, are being subject to regional grouping,
where necessary, with conseguent chenges in staffing and
management, It may, therefore be of adveantage to remind
Medieal Officers of Health and Public Health Inspcctors, that
the Memeorandum on Safegusrds to be adopted in day-—to-day
gdministration of Water Undertakings {Mema 221), issued by the
Ministry of Heslth in 1939, and revised in 1948, hss not in any
way been affected by these events,

While the memorandum provides 2 useful and practical code of
hygiene Tor weter engineers snd menagers, it also indicotes
clearly that there is an overall medical responsibility which
does not begin "at the tzp", but extends from the aectual source,
whether ebove or below ground, to the consumer, All water
undertakings therefore should ensure that they have zccess to
competent medical advige, 8t 21l times; and in the case of a
Loeal futhority undertzking, the asppropriste commitice should,
in the interests both of the community and of itself, see that
the Medical 0fficer of Health has an wnrcstricted interest in
the health sspectes of water producticn.

Copies of bacteriological and chemicsl reports on the raw and
treated water should regularly be sent to the Health Dept; the
health of workmen employed on gathering grounds, in wells or at
boreholes and at pumping stetions cnd treatment plants should be
subjected to constent medical supcervision, 28 indicated in para,.
E of Memo 221, if acelidental baecterisl infections are to he
avoided".

SEWAGE DISPOSAL

The following detsil hos been furnished by Mr, R.L. Witham,
the Council's Engineer.

Parishes with modern sewsrage systems =2nd disposal works: -

Late provided

Biddestone 1955
Box Elﬂt stage) 1961
Box {2nd. stage) Under construction.
Castle Comhbe 1955
Colerne 19L8
Corsham 1939
Lacock 1532
Tatton Keynell 1958

Perishes with achemes in various stages of preparation.

Kington S§t. Michael

Kington Lengley gg:igrn Bchems submitted to
Sutton Benger TomEATES Ministry for approval.
Christian Malford sk
Bremhill(E=zst Tytherton)) SC0eme.
Celne Without Contract

(Derry Hill & Studley) let,
Mile Elm Approved by Ministry
Grittleton Outline schemes
Hilmarton. ; approved by Council.

In addition to the above, the Council have approved the
preparation of schemes of sewage for Cherhill, Heddington =nd
Stanton St. Quinton. Some preparatory work hes been done in
regpect of Cherhill and Stanton St. Quinton.






VACCINATION AND IMMUNISATIQH. 12

I am indebted to Dr. C.D.L. Lycetf, County Medical
Officer of Health, for the following informeticn:-

Diphtherie & Whooping Cough Immunisaticns (1961)

1547~

Year of birth 1961 1960 1959 1958 1957 13952-56 51
Primary imms. Piph,  I62 228 L ) 8 72 18
completed Wh/s, 165 oS98 By 1% B ek g
during 1961 . i > : -

Diph. = o TR = 0 aEh 3

Reinf.injeetions ;
administered e, i i 30 23 L 90 21
g&rin.ﬁ: 1961!
Vaccinotion against Smellpox. (1961)

Age Group. Under 1 A 2=k Helly 15 or .over

Vaccinations 272 29 21 20 18

Re-=viceinations 1 8 26 [nn 101

Poliomyelitis Immunisatioca =~ Completed Injections during 1961

Persons baorn Second Third Fourth
1943-1961 886 GaL 167L
1933-1942 208 126 =

Before 1933,but who
had not reached 40

years of age. Lol L76 -
Others 23 26 -
1513 1622 1670

The Wilts, County Council, as the Local Heslth Authority,
arranges schemes of imrunisaotion ageoinst such infections as
Bmallpox, Diphtheria, Whooping Cough, Tetznus, Poliomyelitis
and Tuberculosis, The setunl immunisntion is given by either
members of the County Councils mediesl staff in schools or
clinicon or by General Practitioners in their surgeries,






HOUSING -

T am zrateful to Mr, 0.J, Baugh, the Council's
Housing Manager, for the following detail:-

1. Total Number of Applicants on List at 31.12.61 P 2&3
2. Total Number of Applications received during 1961 ... 160
3. Total rehoused during year :

{a) To Council houses -~ 28

—_—

Thirg firure includes all “permanent accommodation®.

It alseo includes a further 38 of 100
houses and flats which the Couneil are ailding at :
Corsham for the fdmiralty (93 now having been completed

{(b) To other accommcdation - 286.

L. Total number of Applications for Retirement Bunzalows ..
69

5. Ewvicted Families - Number brought to notice and desglt with
15 - 7 (actually rehoused)
6. Number of new houses built and cccupied during 1961
{a) By the Council - 74 houses
36 flats.
27 bunzalows.
(b) By private enterprise - 116,
RE-DEVELOPLENT OF BUNGALOW ESTATES.

I. Site 14,

Continued progress of the redevelopment of this Estate
was made during the year.

The 33 remaining bungalows were demolished, and 33
families re-housed during thsz year.

A total of L& units of accommodation had been provided
on this Estate by the end of the year.

II. Rudlce Estate,

LO bungalows on the Bstete were closed down during the
year, and Stagze I of the redevelcopment schene cleared ready for
demelition.

€1 bungalows remained occupied at the end of the year.
ITII, 3ite 1B.

3 bungalows were closed down during the year, leaving
179 oceccupied at 31st December, 1961,
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REPORT OF THE SENICR PUBLIC HEALTH INSPECTOR.

To the Chairmen and Members of the
Calne and Chippenham Rural District Council:

Mr.Chairman, Ladies and Gentlemen,

I have the honour and pleasure to report on the detailed work
carried out in the Public Health Department during 1961.

In my 1960 report I expressed the hope that the Council's
Five-Year Slum Clearance Survey would be completed by the end of 1961:
this target was not gquite achiewved, but 23 out of the 24 parishea have
been aurveyed and reports en all unfit houses presented to the Housing
Commities.

The outstanding parish to be surveyed is Calne Without, with
some 45 tentatively scheduled unfit houses to be inspected.  Arrangements
are being made for this survey to be commenced early in 1962 and the
actual number of unfit houses in this parish should be known by June, 1962.

Reference to the Housing Statigtics referred to later in this
report will give detailed infermation on the number of properties inspected
during the year and the subsequent housing actiop taken in respect of
certain of the houses reported upon.

Having completed the original Five-Year Slum Clearance Survey,
the opportunity will be taken to commence a new survey of unfit houses, ao
recoouwended by the Minister of Housing and Locel Government in Circular
To.2/60, dated 27th January 1960.

Thig new survey will reveal houses which hawve deteriorated since
the eriginal survey was undertaken in 1956. It is difficult to estimate
the number of houses likely t0 be represented as unfit from this new survey,
but within the next fiwve years this ftotal might be in the region of TO-80
houses.

So far as the improvement of houses with the aid of Discretionsay
and Standard Grants is concerned, I am pleased to report that a steady
stream of applications and enquiries have been received during the year.

Discretionary Grants have been available since 1949, when the
Housing fot, 1949, was enacted. These Grents werse not en immediate success
and owners of house property in the early years of the Act did not
appraciate the benefit to them of such Grants. The original legislation
has been amended by the Housing Repairs and Rent Act 1954 and the House
Purchase and Housing dct 1959, further to encourage property owners te
make application for such Grants.

Discretionary Grants have eppealed more particulerly to swner=-
occupiers of houses, but owners of property to let have not been so
enthugiastic in applying for them. Az an incentive to such owners, the
Government has introduced legislation contained in the Housing Act 1961,
which enables the rent of houses improved by meanz of Discretiomary Crants
t0 be increased to 125% of the cost of such improvements borne by the owner,
instead of B% as hitherto.

Unlike the Digeretionary Crants, Standard Grants have been an
immediate sucecess; such Grants became available in June, 1959, when the
House Purchase and Housing Act 1959 came into forem, To date, some 107
Standard Grants have been approved, of which total 43 were approved during 1%61.

On reflection, I think it can fairly be stated that these Grantas
have proved e boon to property owners, and a visit to amy parish or willags
will reveal the contribution which the Grants have made towards the great
improvement which can be seen, both internally and externally, in the
cottage properties within the rural district.
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The provision of new sewerage gchames to certain parishes
should further encourage house owners to apply for Discretichary or
Standard Grants to modernise their properties and provide the essential
amenities of bathroom, W.c., hot water supply, etcs, which every property
should possess.

The Milk (Special Designations) Order 1960 came into force on
the lst October 1960, and certain functions performed by District Councils
under previous milk legislation would be transferred to County Councils.
Licences to use certain speciel designations in relation to milk would
algo be issued by County Councils,

Prolonged negotiationas between the Wilts County Council and
District Councils resulted finally in responsibility for the issue of
milk licences baing delegated to District Councils, the County Counecil
having agreed to reimburse District Councile for the cost of thiswork.
The Delegation Agreement come into foree on the 9th October 1961.

The Council has undertaken to take some 480 samples of milk
per year and to issue the necessary deslers' milk licences. All new
licences issued will be wvelid for a period of five years from the
lst Jarumary 1960, Thege dealers' licences enable retailers to distribute
pre-packed designated milk anywhere in Wiltshire and the need for
supplementary milk licences has been abolished.

Last year I reported on the results of a survey of moveable
dwellings which was undertaken in October and November 1960, following
the enactment of the Caravan Sites and Control of Development Act 1960.

i detailed report wos presented to a joint meeting of =
Sub-Committee composed of members of the Buildings and Planning and Public
Health Committees. This Sub-Committee met on two oceasiong and considered
in detail a schedule of all caravan gites then existing within the rural
diatriet. The Sub-Committes has the respongibility of reporiing on the
suitability of these sites as permanent caravan sites, having first
cousidered the location, siting and sanitary circumstances of each site.

The recommendationa of the Sub-Committee wers considered by the
Public Health Committee on the 19th December 1960, and the final
recommendations on each gite were forwarded to the County Council as the
local planning suthority. In May 1961, the recommendations of the
County Council, as the local planning authority, were comsidered by the
Buildings and Flanning Committee and the plenning decision in respect of
each existing site was made. Tery careful thought had to be given to
the planning aspect of each spplication as once planning consent had been
obtained, a public health site licence necesserily followed.

As & Tesult of the deliberations of the Sub-Committee, it was
considered that the magnitude of the caravan problem within the rural
district was such as to justify the Couneil establishing further caravan
sites. Such sites would provide alternative sccommodation fer those
caravans stationed on umsatisfactory sites and would also help the homeless
pecpla in the rural district who were anxious to obtain caravan standings.

It was ultimately decided to enlarge the lNorthleagze Caravan Site,
Corsham, and to make proviaion for three smaller sites at Yatton Keynell,
Sutton Benger and Goatacre. Unfortunately, for one reason and another,
these sites were not available by the end of 1961, and it was not possible
therefore to secure the removal of caravaus on unsatisfactory sites.

The details of the number of site licences issued and other action
taken as & result of decisions by the Council in connecticn with caravans
ig given later in this report.

The refuse collection ard disposal service has been adeguately
maintained; although I have had the greatest difficulty in recruiting
labour to replace men who have left the services Tha constant change in
perscnnel in this labour force hempers the serviece and leads to numercus
complaints of non=collection of household refuse from the more isocleted
premises, &8 the new men are not so femiliar with the geography of the area
and the limits of the daily areas of collection.
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New residents ip the rural district complain bitterly of the
curbside refuse collection service andbecome guite annoyed when a request
for & back-door collection is refused, unleas the complainant can produce
medical evidence that he or she is physically incapable of bringing their
dugtbin adjacent to the curbside.

" "The day may not be too far distant when it will be impossible to
retain sufficient labour force to maintain this service in its present form.
On hygienic grounds, and mayba for reasons of sheer necessity, some more
gatigfactory and alternative system of refuse collection, such as the
"Peper Sacks" system, may have to be introduced, and I am obtaining as much
information on this subject as I can, so that at some future date I may be
able to present & detailed report on the advantages, dissdventeges, cost,
ete., of this method of refuse collection.

Perhape I should add a word of warning, that any radical chage
in the present refuse collection service could omly be undertaken after wary
careful thought and preparation, amd the new service would have to be
introduced graduslly, over a period of Yyears. There would ba many snags
te overcome and the initial cost of operating thisservice would be heavy.

Wew Fublic Health legislation has not been so prolific as in
recent years, but I feel I should mention the introduction of the under-
mentioned legislation:=-

Public Health Act, 1961;
Houging Act, 1961;
Land Drainage Act, 1961.

Brief details of this new legislation are given later in this report.

1961 has been a momentous year so far as the Public Health
Department is concerned, for on the lst Hovember the dutiss of Surveyor to
the Couneil, which, gince the formation of the Calne and Chippenham Rural
Dighrict Council in 1934, had been undertaken by the Senior Publie Health
Tnapector and hig staff, were tranaferred to the Enginzer's Department.

Frogress in publie health administration must of necessity bring
changes in responsibilitiecs and duties. %hen I was appointed to the staff
of this Council in 1937, my predecessor held the appointments of Senior
Fublie Health Inspector and Surveyor, Waterworks Manager, and Council Housge
Manager.

I would here like to pay a tribute to Mr.Smale, Mr.Davis, Mr.C.Jones
and Mr.E.Jonea, who have been transferred to the Enginecr's Department, for
the very valuable work which they have undertaken on behalf of the
Department whilst under my control. I am sure that the conscientious work
undertaken in the department has won the respect of Architects, Surveyors,
Euilding Contractors, amd the general public, with whom we have had the
honour and pleasure of working. I am confident thet the reputation of the
department will be meintained and enhenced umder the shle direction of
Mr. Witham.

T wigh to express my thanks toa the Council for the gensrous suppert
which I have received during the past twelve months, to Dr.Broomhead for his
guidance and help, and to the whole staff in the Public Health Department for
their lowal service on behalf of the Council.

Much has been achieved during the 29 yesrs that I have been a
servant of the Council and much more would have besn sccomplished but for the
advent of World War II, but I am confident that the next 25 years will bring
manr_deairﬂble and revolutionary changes in the envircnmental and living
conditions of the residents of this progressive rural district.

I have the honour to be,
Ladies and Gentlemen,

Your obedient Servant,

H.J. TAYLOR,
gerior Public Health Inspector.






SIIMARY OF PUBLIC HEATTH INSPECTORS' VISITS DURING 1961:

1961 EEEE
General Sanitetion:
Water supply 204 297
Drainage 15 289
Stables and Piggeries 20 il
Fried Fish Shops 5 7
Factories - power 11 31
n - non-power 3 1
Tents, Vans and Sheds 320 267
Bakehouses 8 20
Publie Conveniences 57 42
Theatres and FPlaces of Entertainment 1l 1
Licensed Premises 33 14
Refuse Collection 170 210
Refuse Ddsposal 179 125
Rats and Mice 179 15
Atmospheric Pollution 60 2
Schools 9 52
Shops 29 26
Muisances 166 123
Water Samples 356 413
Sewage Samples 18 55
Miscellaneous Sanitary Visits LB0 300
Houging:
¥o. of houses inspected under Public Health
Acts 24 22
Re-visits to above houses Le 25
No. of houses inspected under Housing Acts 112 165
Re-vigits to above houses 368 303
No. of houses inspectad for overcrowding 2 2
Re=vigite to above houses 1 11
Ho. of inspections of houses infested by flies
or wasps 8
No. of £filthy or verminous premises inspected 18 9
Re-visits to above premises L 3
Ho. of premises inspected in commection with
Improvement Grants 111 151
Re-visits to sbowve premises 18 3J60
Ho. of miscellanescus housing visits 240 138
Infectious Diseases:
No. of enquiries in cases of infectious disease 30 32
Ho. of wisits re disinfection 11 13
Ho. of miscellanecus infectious diseases visits 13 135
No. of food poisoning enquiries 5 L
Meat and Food Inspections:
No. of visits to knacker's year 6 6
0T 5l 1F " ghops and atalla - b
" i | " other meat premisas - =
L " n L]] "hutcmra 'B 12
- Ly e " genteens 1 3
L ¥ " dairies and milk diastributors La 21
L] B " figshmongers and poulterars 2L 28
L] LL " 1} fum mPuing FrﬂmiBEﬂ 1? EE
v, m " " Frocers i 61
LI " " preengrocers and fruiterers 2 -
L i " ige oream premises 19 9
il i " market stalls - -
i T i " regtenrants and cafes 33 21
e i 1t "  agtreet wvendors and hawkers 10 5

267 3765 357 3558
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Brought forward: 267 3765 37 3558

Visits in connection with Sampling:

Milk = bactericlogical samples 252 122
" - biological samples I 7
Ice cream samples 157 105

Visits in connection with:

Surveying 136 1648
Petrol and carbide 2l 11
Town planning 205 Lo9

Totala: 267  L570 357 =860

DRATHAGE.
Huisances.

A large number of complaints of nuisances of one kind and another
have been investigated and some 166 visits and inspections have been made in
connaction with this work. Most of these complaints have concerned nuisances
grising from unsatisfactory drainege disposal.

In some caseg it has been pogsible to require the execution of work
to deal effectively with the cause of the complaints, but in many circumstances
the nuisances can only be alleviated temporarily and the permanent solution is
ihe ceongtruction of public sewers and sewage disposal works.

The Government should be urged to step up the approval of all urgent
sewerage achemes and to give the same priority for this work as is given for
the provicion of new housing accommodation.

The lack of satisfactory facilities for the disposal of housshold
drainage is hampering the provigion of the essential amenities of bathroom, w.c.
and hot water supply to so many of the cottages in the various willages within
the rural district still without maln drainage.

Much money iz being spent on the provigion of septic tanks and other
means of disposal of drainage and this money could, with more advantage, ba
diracted to the cost of commecting housechold drainage to the main sewers.

Feople who heve constructed septic tank drainage in villages now
provided with mains drainage are generally unwilling teo face the additional
expense of diverting household drainage to the public sewers, In many cases
the existing drains have been laid, because of the fall of the land, in the
opposite directiom to the line of the new sewers.

Conmnection to Sewers.

Yatton Koymell.

After a wery tromizing start, the number of cottages and other
properties in this szrish councoted to the sewer was rather limited. Thirtean
new connections were made during the year, bringing the total number connected
to 71% of the total of 35 properties which could be connected.

Ovmers of wnconnected properties have been urged to connect to the
sewer and some are obtaining costs of such connections. Greater progress will
not be made without compulsgory action, and in some instances this may leed to
hardehip, particularly in cases where cottages are uunarfbccupied by elderly
couples with small incomes.
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Box.

—

I uwnderstand that good progreszs hes been made on the construction
of the new public sewers and sewage disposal works for this parish, and that
Stago I of the gcheme is nearing completion. Stage II, for the Ditteridge
and Middlehill areas, is in hand.

Some existing properties have been connected to the sewer and other
connections are contemplated. Ap certain essential lengths of sewer were still
under construction, no survey of the existing drainage facilities of
properties was undertaken by the Publie Health Department this year. This
gurvey will, however, be undertaken in 1962,

Calne Without - Derry Hill - Studley.

Work om this scheme, which has received the approval of the Ministry
of Housing and Local Government, will be started early in January, 1962.

SamEliE of SEHE EI‘__f‘luents.

Uply a limited number of sewage sffluent sapples have been taken as
it was anticipated that with the transfer to the Council of the Ministry of
Works sewage disposal works at Hawthorn, the Manager of the works would have
been respemsible for the analyses of all sewage effluents, to see that these
effluents complied with the recognised Rgyal Commission atandard. The
transfer of these works had not taken place by the latter half of the year,
and so some eight samples were taken from certain disposal plants. The results
are tabulated below:

Sewage Dizposal Works. Satisfactory. Insatisfactory.
1961 1 Eﬂ 1961 1960

Castle Combe (Long Dean) 1 1 - =
Colarne 1 1 - -
Corsham = & 2 1
Lacock 1 1 - -

Sewage Disposal Plants.

Bremhill gwick Bridge) - - 1 1
Bremhill Loderwicks ) - 1 1 -
Calne Withaut Norley Lane) 1 1 - -
Christian Malford (Coronation Close) - i - -
Hilmarton (Goatacre) - 1
Kington Langley (Doveys Terrace) - 1
Kington Langley Flough Lane) 1

I |
T P T T T T
e e ™ e e e ™ i e i s ™
I 11
A " — i A T — i — —
LI N |
e ™ S N e et N e e S e ?

Kington S5t.Michael (Town Close) - 1
Lengley Surrell Oakhursat ) - - - 1;
Sutton Benger (Upper Seagry) 1 1 = -
Sutton Benger ESeB&T}' Hill - - - 1
Heddington Scotts Close) 1 - - -

The Lani Dreainace Act, 1951,

L B ere—r

| Tadp Aah rambios miesr beards and catchment oarde to raise drainage
charges for tan pesposs o Boe bime pEet of iy expensza and to make further
provisiena relatiug wo e drainage of land axd to érainage boards.

Drainage boards havs the anthority to reguire silted watercourses,
where the flow of w=ier ia impaded, to bs cleared and graded.

New Proviasionsz:

Section 34 of the Act confers similar powers to those exercised by
drainage boards, on locel authorities, to undertske drainage work for the
purpose of preventing flooding or remedying or mitigating any drainage caused
by flooding. :
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Public Health Act, 1961.

This fet, which came generally into force on the 3rd October, 1961,
is comprehensive in nature and deals with such important matters as building
regulationg, trade effluents, contributions to the cost of sewsrs, c¢loset
acconmedation for separate dwellings, food storage accommodation in new houses,
accumulation of rubbish, refuse and litter bins, dangerous and ruincus buildings
and neglected sites, filthy or verminous premises or articles, prevention and
notification of disease and other special legislation related to streets, public
places,; parks and open spaces.

0f particular interest to the agricultural community is Secticon 63,
which extends the definition of "trade premises" in sub-section (1) of Section 14
of the fet of 1937 to include any land or premises used or intended to be used
(in whole or in part and whether for profit or n-nt-}:

Ea] sgricultural or horticultural purposes; or
b) for scientific research or experiment.

PUBLIC CONVEHIENCES.

The public comveniences have bean satisfactorily meintained at Box,
Castle Combe, Colerne, Corsham and Lacock.

A major reconstruction of the room over the Eox public conveniences
had to be undertaken as this building was deemed to be unsafe. The interior
walls of these conveniences and those at Corsham, have been replastered and a
rough Tyrolean rendering applied in an endeavour to discourage pecple from
defacing the walls,. I think the experiment has been a success, although
writings and drawings still appear on &ll deor surfaces.

REFUSE COLLECTION AND DISPOSAL.

ig from April lst 1961, the frequency of collection from the parishes
of Box, Colerne, parts of Corsham, and lacock, was changed from fortnightly to
weekly. This alteration was one of the factors vhich comtributed to the
increased cost of this service. Wages also increased and the cost of maintainin
the various refuse tips in a satisfactory condition was higher, the operational
cost of this service being £14,136.

The Council tock delivery of an 18-cu.yd. Shelvoke and Drewry Refuse
Disposal Vehicle with power press, and also replaced the obsolete Howard
Bulloader with a Michigan power-operated earth-moving machine,

The purchase of the Michigan vehicle has enabled the Council to handle
satisfactorily the refuse collected from within the rural district and also that

delivered by the Melksham Urban District Council to the Council's refuse tip at
Inwood, Lacock.

Kot only has this machine disposad adequately of the increased quantity
of refuse, it has also enabled several acres of refuse to be covered and levelled
with some 12 inches of soil, so that land which was waterlogged and unsuitable
for agricultural use has now been brought back into cultivation.

The arrangements made with the Melkshem Urban District Council to
receive and dispose of their refuse at Inwoed have procesded smoothly, but the
disposal of se much additional refuse is using up valuable tipping space, and
unless additional land in the area can be made available for the disposal of

this refuse, the agreement with the Melksham Urban District Council will have
te be terminated.

Further tipping facilities are required in the north-western and
eastern parts of the rursl district and negotistions are procesding to acquire
or leaze new sites.
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The Council's refuse staff now consista of:

(me working foreman,

(ne tip attendant, responsitle for operatimg the Michigan tractor,
Pour drivers,

Ten loaders or ashbinmen,

(ne peper baler.

The Council's fleet of refuse vehicles consists of:

(na = 10 cu.yd. Bedford, purchazed in 1951.
One - 18 cu,yd. Shelvoke & Drewry, L u 1954,
One = 12 cu.:!.l'u'l. Eﬂdfﬂrdg pd L 1?§6-
One = 12 cu.yd. Bedford, g " 1939.
One = 18 cu.yd. Shelvoke & Drewry,

with power press, L "o 1961.
(ma - 5-ton open Bedford lorzy " no 1958,
Une = Ford van. n no 1958,
One - Michigan tractor, u " 1961,

Approximately 9687 tons of refuse were collected and disposed of at
the various tips, the approximate cost of the service during 1961 being as

follows:=
1%1 125{]
Cost of collection £10,463. £8,207.
m o disposal 3,673 3717 .

£14,136. £11,924.

SUPPLY OF DUSTBINS.

The Council continued to purchase and sell dustbins to ratepayers in
the rural digtrick, and scme 161 dusthbins have been sold. This service was
introduced to encourage the ugse of impervious dustbins with cloge-fitting covers
by householders, tut I still have to report that refuse is placed in old oil-
drums, baths and cardboard boxes prior to collectiom. The percentage of
householders using dustbins during the past year or so has increased from 407
to 60% approximately, and during the next year or so pressure will be brought
$o0 bear on persons not storing refuse in satisfactory dustbins, to do so0.

LITTER ACT, 1958.

Iitter Baskets and Litter Contrel.

I regret to report that the provision of litter baskets mnd drums at
road lay-bys, "bus shelters, and other prominent positions, within certain
parishes, has not led to any appreicable improvement in the condition of street
gutters and highway verges. On the contrary, the surrounding areas of the
ley=bys are becoming a dumping ground for all manner of materials, and the verges,
ditches and hedgerows aro full of milk and beer bottles, tin cans, scrap metal,
and other rubbish. The Litter Act has had no apprediable impact on people passing
through or residing within the rural district, and unless atronger measures Are
taken to impose the provigiens of this Aect, comditions will further detericrate,
rather than improve.

WASTE PAPER.

The quantity of waste paper collected during 1961 has been disappointing.
After collection of some 335 tons of waste paper last year, the ftotal has dropped
to 294 tons, & reduction of nearly 40 tons. This loss was partly treught
sbout by the changeover of the weste paper depot from Woodlands to Bradford Heoad,
Corsham. This interruption caused a loss of some 20 tons of waste paper,
which could not be stored or baled at the new depot and consequently had to be
disposed of by burning. fdditional storage facilities which heve now been
provided, should prevent this happening sgain,

I would however, appeal te the public te salvage wasta paper and
place it out for collection, as the sale of waste paper is a useful source of
revenue to the Council.
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OFFENSIVE TRADES:
Public Health Act 1936, Section 107.

There are no offensive trade esiablishments, as defined by
Section 107 of the Public Health ict, 1936, within the area of this Council.

FRIED FISH SHOFS.

The two existing fish and chip shops situated at Box and Colerne,
have been meintained in a satisfactory manner. A new shop obened at
Beechfield Road, Corsham.

CARAVAY SITES AND CONTRCL OF DEVELOFMENT ACT, 1960.

As B result of the deliberations of the Buildings and Planning
Committee, following a detailed report on the caravan gituation within the
rural distriet, the following decisions were mode in respeect of existing
caravans within the various parishes of the rural district:

TARIE OF DECISICHS:

Bt ah Temporery flanning Consent | Enforcement
R granted for: Procedures.
One year 5=10 Feers
Biddestone 2 - 1
Box 5 3 1
(Permasent planming consent already granted
for a site for 29 caravena at Box.)

Bremhill 3 = =
Calne Without 2 1 1
Cherkbill 3 = o
Xhippenham Without = - 3
Christisn Mal ford 1 1 1
Colerne 1 2 2
Comptoen Bassett 1 3, -
Corshean 5 3 L
Heddington = 1 &
Hilmertaon e 2
Kington Langley = 1 —
Kington St.Michaecl 1 1 -
Lacock - 2 e
Nettlaton 2 1 =
Horth Wraxall - 1 -
Pewshen - 1 -
Sutton Benger 2 2 -
Yatton Keynell 3 - =

35 20 15

- ——————— e —

48 & result of the decisions of the Buildings and Planning Comrittee,
conditional public health site licences have been issued in respect of sites.

The efforts and decisions of ths Council made during 1961 in
connection with caravans within the distriet haveclarified the position, end
when the additional Council Cazavan Sites have been wtablished the caravan
problem s0 far as this district iz concerned should be solved.

Licences authorising Persons to erect or station and uge loveable Dwellings:
Parishes with Licensed Moveable Dwellings - Licences Issued,

Biddestone 2 Colerne 3 Lecock 2
Box 8 Compton Bassett 1 Laongley Burrell Wt. =
Bremhill 4 Corshanm g HNettleton 3
Calne Without 3 Grittletoen = Forth Wraxall 1
Castle Combe 1  Heddington 1 Pewsham 1
Cherhill 3 Hilmarton 5 Stanton St.quintin -
Chippenham Wt. = [Kington Langley 1 Sutton Benger 4
Christian Malford 2 Kington St.Michael 2 Yatton Keynell 3
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Northlease Caravan Site, Bradford Road, Corsham.

There has been a continuous demand for standings on this site
and the proposed sdditiomal 2B gites are urgently needed.

The proposal to tarmacadam the existing road surface will be
welcomed by the oceupiers of this site.

The provigion of a new ring water main and individual water
points for each standing has been appreciated.

Thanks to the efforts of the Site Warden, this carawen site has
been maintained in a very satisfactory condition and the occupiers have
been well satisfied with the asmenities provided.

Clarke's Loage Caravan Site, Yatton Heymell.
Sutton Lane Caravan Site, Sutton Denger.

Goateere Caraven Site, Hilmarton.

The sbove three caravan sites were not available by the end of
the year,

PUBLIC HEALTH ACT, 1936, Sectiona 83-85.

Filthy or Verminous Premiszes or Artiecles, and Verminous Persons.

It has been necessary to visit severel proparties in comnection
with verminous or filthy premises and suitable treatments have been given
1o deal with infestations. Repeat visits are made to these propertiss
and every encouragement is given to the occouplers to improve and maintain
the gensral standard of eleanliness of the cottages and surroundings.

FLIES AND WASFS.

A number of enguiries have been received on how to deal with
infegteations of flies and wasps. I am guite happy to deal with fly
infestations as freatments can bs carried out without danger to the operator.

Wasps are & different proposition, particularly when they have
lodged in the roof or cavity wall of a house, and I am not koen on the staff
dealing with these infestations, especislly as we are not provided with
protective headgear or gloves,

INFECTIOUS DISRASES.

Enguiries have been made into elght eases of Scarlet Fever and
in every case disinfection of the premises was carried out.

Fortunately, there has been no serious cutbreak of dysentery during
the year and it has only been necessary to meke enquiries into six isoclated
cages, and there were duly clearsd.

Enquiries were also made into the environmental circumastances of
eight notified tuberculosis cases and disinfection of the premises has been
cerried out where appropriate.

There were two cesea of salmonella typhi murium in the distriet,
and these were subsequently cleared.

FUCD AND DRUGS ACT, 1955.
FOOD HYGIENE (GENERAL) REGULATIONS, 1960,

Some 170 wisits have been made to the 113 food premiszes
established in the rural district. With few exceptions, these shops have
been reasomably well maintained and in certain cases cxtensive improvements
have been mede to the shop premises. Eight new shops have been opened,
ineluding four at the Prospect Housing Estate, Corsham.
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Food premises within the area consist of:

Grooers 27
General stores a5
Butchers 9
Fish and fruit shops [
Restaurants and cefes 10
Fish and chip shops 3
HBakers 8

Condemnad Foods.

The (ouncil'a Public Health Inspectors are called in, from time
to time, to inspect foodstuffs at various food premises. During 1961,
the following foodstuffs were condemned and voluntarily surrendered as
being unfit for human consumptionas

One = 101b. tin imported frozen Lamba' Livers..... degeneration.
ne = l2o0z. Jar Purzman's Pickled Egg8e.:csisssass tainted.
113 1“. Uhilled saltl B!efili+i-lliill-ll!lll!l-!-!!-- p‘utr&fﬂmtiﬂﬁq

POULTRY FACKING STATIONS: CORSHAM AND SUTTON BENGER.

The total daily throughput of birds from these stations iz in
the region of 35,000 - 40,000, and with an output of this magnitude it is
impossible te provide 100% inspection at these stations. Additional staff
would be required to achieve this 100% inspection, if this was congidered
necessarys.

Fortunately, beth stations are well-organised and equipped, and
the bacteriasl condition of ell birds closely supervised by the purchasers
of the products passing through the stations. Furthermere, both firms
employ their own analysts to advise them on their methods of production,
and the cordition of finished products.

Weaekly visits are made to these factorios and a close liaison
exigts between bhe meanagement snd the Councilts staff. Some guidance
however, is required from the Ministry of Agriculture, Fisheries and Foos,
as to the necessity for 1008 ingpection at Poultry Packing Stations.

ICE CREAM (HEAT TREATMENT) REGULATIONS, 1959.

There are now 92 premiges registered for the sbrage and sale of
ice oream, compared with B8 in 1960,

1B samples of ice cream were taken during the year, of which 144
were Grade I and the rest Grade II. Ho samples were in the lower grades.
It is expected that the majority of ice cream samples taken from one
producer should fall inte Grages I or II; samples which fall into CGrades
III or IV suggest some faulty practice or practices in the course of
production or distribution.

Premises registered for the Storage end Sale of Ice Cream.

Biddestong.sssesae 1 Colern8esasraassns T R = i
B s aianis s dinie maws L2 Compton Bassett... 2 Langley Burrell Wt. 1
Eramhill.: scasaas 3 ED-I‘Bh&m---..-.-.-.. 23 HE'ttlet-mtll*i-iil‘! 3
Calne Without.... 2 Crittleton.ccscuas 2 Yorth Wraxall..so.. 2
cﬂﬂ-‘hle mee.-..- EI‘ HEddiﬂ;_.‘B-ﬂn-....-.. z Pewshm-..--..-.... l
Cherhill:.cevveee & Hilmarton. .. dieews 3 Stenton St.Quintin. 1
Chippenham Wt. .. = Kington Langlof... 2 Sutton BengeT.--..: 3
Christian Malford 2 Kington St.Michael 3 Yatton Keynell..... &
Sampling of Ice Cream.

1961 1960

Grade I 14k 115

" IT b &

e 11 - e
" I‘ir = -
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These results are extremely satisfactory ard show a marked
improvement over reports on sampling of ice cream for previous years.

LICENSED PREMISES.

33 routine inspections of licensed premises have been mgde
during the year. Major improvements to the public rooms at one inn
ware completed during 1961.

There are 63 licensed premises in the district and all now
have proper washing facilities at the bars. One only is without water-
borne sanitation, and in this case provision of drainage is impossible
owing to the situation of the house and the levels of the adjoining land.
A generally good standard of hygiene is maintained by the licensees.

BAKEHOUSES .

There are now eight bakehouses in the rural district and ecight
vigitse have been made in connection with these. The bakehouses are in
the folleowing parishes:

Premhilleccarssa
Cazstle Combessss
Cherhill..csases
ColErNB s s sssans 1
CorEnAM. s esane 3

ol ol

Bakehouses situated at Hilmarton, Kington St.Michasl and Sutton
Benger have closed during the year.

FOOD AND DRUGS ACT, 1955, SECTION 633
Knacker's Yard, Heddington.

Fpllowing a gatisfactory report on the general conditions at
these premises, the Council agreed to remew the licence for the continuance
of this knacker's yard. Six wvisits have been made to the premises during
the year and everything has been found in a satisfactory econdition.

SLAUGHTER OF ANIMALS (PREVENTION OF CRUELTY) REGULATIONS, 1958.

The return of horses slaughtered at the Heddington knacker's yard
ghowed that 30 were slaughtered during 1961, 24 on fam premises and 6 in
the slaughterhocuse. The total number of carcases received at the yard
was .

SLAUGHTER OF ANIMALS ACT, 1933.

SLAUGHTER OF ANIMALS (AMENDIENT) ACT, 1954.
SLAUGHTER OF ANIMALS (FREVENTION OF CRUELTY) REGULATIONS, 19%8; SECTION 19,

Five new slaughterman's licences hawve been issued under the above
Hegulations. These men are employed at the Knacker's Yard at Heddington.

SLATGHTEREOUSES ACT, 1958,
SLAUGHTERHOUSE EREPGRTSE DIRECTION, 1959.
No slaughterhouses hawe operated in the rural district since 1939

end all home-killed meat is obtained from slaughterhousss in Chippenham,
Bath, Swindon, Devizes and Weston-super-Mare.

FOOD LND DRUGS ACT, 1955,
MILK AND DAIRIES (GEHERAL) REGULATIONS, 1959.

Hegistration of Dairies, other than Dairy Farms, and of Distributors.

Regulation 8(1) requires the registration of distributors only
with the local authority in whose area the premizes from which the milk
iz distributed are situsteds

Bo. of registered distributors ..... 21 (22
48 routine inspections have been made at these premises.

No. of registered dairies ...eeeeee. 17 El?;
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MIIK (SPECTAL DESIGHATICN) REGULATICHS, 1960.

No. of Dealers' Licences to use the designation
Ikmhemulin-T&Eted mlkll a8 S FE B EFES A 3‘

Tuberculin-Tested Milk Dealers:
Calne Without ... 1 Corsham ... 1 Yatton Keynell ... 1

Me. of Dealere' (Pre-Packed) Milk Liceances to
use the desipnation "Tuberculin-Tested" ..... 11

Wo. of Dealerse! (Pre-Packed) Milk Idecences to
use the desipnation "Pasteurised" ..cvesesewes 14

Ho. of Dealers' (Pre-Packed) Milk Licences to
use the designation "Sterilised" civevesanses 5

Pre-Packed Milk Dealers:

R T A L N et A T S o A cH b e
hx LR R I B R R I R E cﬂlﬂrn& ddFRAFFT IR AR 1
caln& mt‘mut L BB B IS B BRSO ) 1 moﬂk L AL R A S LB EL B AL L L 1
Christian Malford .ee.-. 1 Yatton Keynell scevseans 1

The applications from six Dealers for licences to use the
designations "Tuberculin-Tested", ''Pasteurised" and "Sterilised" in
relation to pre-packed milk, were 2till under review, and licences would
be issued in 1952 if the dairics and methods of handling, storage, and
bottling ete.; of the millk,; were considered satisfactory.

MILE (SPECIAL DISIGMATIGN) R'GULATICNS, 1960.

These Regulations have replaced and consolidated by smendments,
the Milk (Special Designation){Raw Milk) Regulations, 1949-54, and the
Milk (Speecial Designation)(Pasteurised and Sterilised Milk) Regulations,
1949-53.

The functions of the former Regulations, which were generally
administered by district councils, have been transferred to the Food and
Drugs authority (the Wilts County Council), as from the lst October 1360,

In my introduction to this report I have given particulars of
the negotiations which have talken place between this Council and the
County Council concerning the delegation of the County Council's
functions under the Repgulations, to this Council. The County Council
has retained the responsibility for licensing and supervising all
Posteurisation plants within the eounty.

A comprehensive survey of all registered dairies was undertaken
during November and December to ascertain whether the arranpgements for
hendling, storage and distribution of milk 2t these registered premiszes,
were such as to justify the isene of dealers' licences to use the
desipgnations ''Pasteurised", "Sterilised" or "Tuberculin-Tested" milk.

There are three kinds of Dealers' licences:-

(i) dealers' licences to use the spacial designation
"Pasteurised”" or "Sterilised", ns the case may be,
in relation to milk Pastourised by the applicant;

(i) denlers' licences to use the special designation
"uberculin-Tested" in relotion to milk bottled
by them at repgistered premises;
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(iii) dealer's (pre-packed) milk licence to permit the
gala of all three kinds of specially designated
milk wihere the milk is obtained by the dealer in the
pcontainer in which it is to be supplied to the
cOnsumer .

Every dealer's licence shall, subject to the provision of these
Regulations, continme in force until the expiration of a period of five
years ending 3lst Decamber 1965.

The survey and consequent interviews with applicants for licences
has enabled the new provisions of the Regulations to be thoroughly
digscussed and these dealers can be in no doubt as to the standard which
the Counecil will expeet to be maintained at registered premises. Indead,
two dealers have decided 0 provide new dairy accommodation in which to
continue their busincsses.

MILE SAMPLING.

floutine milk samples have been taken each month from the milk
distributors licensed by the Council and altogether 265 samples were sent
to the Public Hsalth Laboratories for testing. The reports on these milk
samples were as followa:-

S&tiﬂfﬂﬂtm CR T R 249 (1{:‘13
Unsatisfactory secessvense 16 (11

In addition to the sampling of milk, five rinse series of milk
bottles were sent to the Public Health Laboratories to check on the
effectiveness of the bottle-washing procees, all of which were found to be
satisfactory.

When samples have failed to pass the prescribed tests, special
vigits have been made to the dairy premises and a thorough examination of
the dairy and methods of handling, bottle-washing, etc., carried cut.
Whern raw "Tuborculin-Tested" milk has failed to pass the prescribed tests
end the fault for such failure cannct be attributed to the methods of
handling etc. at the retail dairy, then the Ministry of Agriculture, Pisheries
and Pood is informed so that a visit of ingpection can be mede to the place
of production of the milk.

SHOPS ACT, 1950; SECTION 38.

29 inspecticns hawve been made of shop premises in comnection with
lighting, ventilation, ani the provision of sanitary conveniences, etoc.

I have no special chservetions to meke in relation to shop
premises, other than to report that these are generally well-maintained,
and the general standard of accomnodation and management is improving each
year,

RENT ACT, 1957; SECTION 2 and lst SCHEDULE.

Mo applications for Certifieates of Disrepair have been received
during 1961.

HOUSING (FINANCIAL PROVISIONS) ACT, AS AMENDED BY THE HOUSE FURCHASE
AND HOUSING ACT, 1959, AND THE HOUSING ACT, 1961,

Digeretionary Grants. 1961 1960
No. of applications received b 55
Hc. of applications approved 36 L5
No. of applications refused 3 2
No. of applieations under consideration L 15
No. of applicetions withdrawn [ 1
No. of houses improved with the aid of grants 47 by

Value of the Crants authorised £18,843,10.6. £13,984.0,0.






HOUSE PURCHASE AND HOUSING ACT, 1959.

Standard Grants.

Hoe
Ho.
No.
Hoe

of gpplicaticns received

cf applications approved

of applications withdrawm

of applications under consideration

Talue of mexipum permitted Grants awthorised

Ho.

Total amount of Grants paid

,0f houses improved with the aid of Granta

HOUSINRG ACTS.
HOUSING ACT, 1957.

1961

28

1960

Lé
&5
2

£5,310. £6,280.

39

£, 626,747
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The statistics given below show the formal action taken by the
Council in respect of unfit houses which have been reperted during 1961,

Parishes which have been surveyed for unfit houses during 1961

inelude ;=

Box . Grittleton Horth Wraxall
Cherhill Heddington Fewshan
Chippenhan Without Laoock Yatton HKeynell.

The statistics presented will mot revesl the [ull extent of the
Council's housing activities during 1961 as final decigions in respect of
unfit houses in Lacock will not be made until sometime in 1962.

Housing Statistics.

1.

2a

3.

I,
Sa

Hos of permanent dwellings in the distriet at end

No. of permanent dwellings in district owned by th
au

of the year

e loecal
thority

Noe. of temporary dwellings in the district owned by the
local muthority

Hos of applications for Council hougesz at end of the year

Inspection of Dwellings during the year:

(2) Wo. of dwellings inspected for housing defects
uﬂd&r thﬂ Puhlj-c Eea]‘th ch’tﬂ TS FE P FETEY R RN

(h] No. of dwellings inaspected for housing defects
u-n-d-er the Hnuﬂ-ihg .fllf'rtfl R R I R R I R

(e) No. of dwellings so dangerous or injurious to
health as to be unfit for human habitation ...

(d) Mo. of dwellings found not to be in all
respects reascmably fit for human habitation..

(¢) No. of houses rendered fit in consequence of
iﬂfﬂr‘m&l H.Gtiﬂ!‘l I I I I I T I T I A

Acticn under Statutory Powers:

4« Proceedings under the Public Health dcts:

(1) Wo. of dwellings where formal notices
Hm !a‘m @ E B @ R R R R R R R Ak d EE R s e e e e EaE

(ii) No. of dwellings made fit as the result of
formal notices:
Eﬂ]ﬂ;fﬂ’lﬂ‘lﬂﬂ R T O I I - I -

b) By local authority in default of
ﬂmm SRS R R EEE R R

1961

32

69

25

Hil

7981

1253

827
491

|

160

318

61

11
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1961 1960
B. Proceedings under Housing fcts, Sections 9,10 & 12:
(i) No. of dwellings where notices were served,
requi.ring‘ defects t0 be remedied sessesasscsnras Wil
(ii) NWo. of dwellings rendered fit after the service
of formal notices: )
B mrmmera @ F B @ R RERESE SRS Ell
b) By local authority in defemlt of owmer Wil
C. Proceedings under Housing Acts 1957, Sesction 163
(i) Mo. cf Demolition Orders made sssssssvesarssscss 11 23
(ii) No. of hoases demolished as a result of
Damolitiml {Ird-arﬂ R A A A 1? .5
{iii} No. of ﬂmﬂﬂﬂkihgﬂ: EGGEP":B{I BA B m s R R 19 23
(:hr} Ho. of undertakings completed scevisansarcsansnnne 7 1
D. Proceedings under Housing Acts 1947, Sections
bz, 43, 46 & 48:
(1) ¥o. of houses in Clearance Areas upon which
I!Iemolitil.‘m 'DI‘I:I.EI'E wers m&da I e ] Mil
(41) Ho. of houses demvlished as & result of
Demalitim Merﬂ TR ST raTE R RE R e kR R EE R Hi]—
(iii) Mo. of houses in Clearance Areas which have been
retained as temporary accommodation sesesecsenss Nil
. Proceedings under Housing Acts, 1957, Sectiona
17, 18 & 27:
(1) ¥o. of dwellings where Closing Orders were made 5 10
E::i.i] Ho. of dwellings cloged as & result of Closing
Orders or undertakings by OWNers seescasscsssans 6 9
I:iii} Noe. of dwellings vhere Closing Orders were
cancelled in consequence of premises being made
fit &R EFFER SR RERR R R R RRE R RS R R EREEE R R Hjl Eil
F. Proceedings under Housine fet 1957, Section 76
(1) No. of cases of overcrowling at end of the year - Hot known =
(ii) No. of cases of overcrowding discovered during
theyem‘ F 2P EFERTERFER R R R R EER R R RS Hi-l ml
(1ii) No. of cases of overcrowding ebated during year Kil Nil

HOUSING ACT, 1961.

Part I of the Act concerns the Financial assistance for housing
acoommodation provided by local suthorities and other public bodies, and
advances to housing assoeciations providing housing accommodatics for letting.

Part IT provides much-needed legislation to enable local authorities
to deal effectively with the very real problem of houses in multiple
ccoupation,

Section 25 enables & loeal authority to permit the reconatruction
of a house condemned under a Demclition Order; whilst Section 26 allows
the substitution of a Closing Order for a Demclition Order to enable a
house to be used otherwise than for human habitation.
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Part IIT deals with miscellaneous and general matters,
including amendments to existing improveent grant legislation.

Saction 29 allows the rent limit under the Rent Act 1957 to
be increased for improvements from 8% to 1

Section 30 amends the definition of hot water supply t¢ include
g hot water supply at a fixed bath or shower in a bathroom, and at a
wash-basin, and at a sink."

HOISE ABATEMENT ACT, 1960.

This Act became law in November, 1960. Its main function is
to enable local autheoritiss to deal with complaints of noise or vibration
of such intensity ac to constitute a statutery nuisance for the purposes
of Part IIT of the Public Health ict 1936.

The Act restricts the cperstion of loudspeskers in a street
between the hours of nine o'clbok in the evening and eight o'clock the
following morning, and at any time for the purpose of advertising any
entertainment, trade, or business. Certain public authorities and
travelling showmen, under certain circumstances, are exempt from these
regulations.

No formal complaints of noise nuisance have so far been referred
to this department.

PUBLIC HEALTH ACT, 1936, AND WATER ACT, 1945,

367 somples were taken during the year, 326 from public supplies
and 41 from private wells or springs supplying water to dwellinghouses
which have not yet beon connected to the Council's maing.

10 chemiecal water reports have been received in respesct of the
Council's main sources and copies of these have been passed to the Council's
Engineer for his information. 2 chemieal samples were also taken of water
from gwimming pools in the district. One statutory notice was issued
under the above Acts, and the work was subsequently carried out in default
by the Counecil, end the cost charged to the ownmer of the property.

Very few properties within the rural district must now be without
a maing supply of water where such facilities are aveilable.

Oocasionally, the odd property is found t0 be relying on spring
or well water as & source of water for domestic purposes, and in sach
cases the water is subjected to bactericlogicel examination, and if
reported as unfit for drinking purposes, the owner of the property supplied
from the unsatisfactory source is asked to connect to the public main.
When persuasion fails, the Council is recommended to take statutory actiom.

Analysis of Results of Sgmples. Fit  Suspect Unfit

Widdenham, Box 3 9
Wﬂﬂhwellsp Box

Goodghill, Corsham

Hettleton

Biddestone Regionalg
Grittleton n

Stanton St.Quintin L ]

Sutton Benger i

East Tythertomn, Bremhill "

Burton, Nettleton West Glos.Water Co.)
Tatesbury, Cherhill RuhaF.)

Cherhill Blackfords)
Theobalds Green, Calne Calne Borough)
Langley Burrell Harris's)

LI T I |
| [N TR |

1
1

(]
[#:= 0 ol Sl R IE Sl S S
]

bl
3
pre]
L ]
o
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Fit  Syspect  Unfit

Brought forward: 129 3 9
Eastern Area Water Scheme:

Hilmarton 13 = =
Cherhill 12 - =
Bremhill L - =
Foxham & = =
Heddingten L - =
Compton Bassett L - -

Bowden Hill 50 =
Fiveways L9 - =
Yewstook kg - -
Private supplies 23 & 12
Totals: 337 9 21

10 Chemical Samples were satisfactory.

AGRICULTURAL (SAFETY, HEALTH & WELFIRE) PROVISIONS ACT, 1956.

It has only Heen possible to make limited visits to agricultural
premises affected by the above Act. Inspections have been confined to the
Fursery establishments in the district and adequate sanitary facilities
exist at those premises for employees.

DISEASES OF ANIMALS (WASTE FOOD) CRDER, 1957.
22 premises are registered for the treatment of food waste, all

of which have been visited at least once during the year and found to be
satisfactory.

CLEAN £TH ACT, 1956.

It has not been necessary for any formal action to be taken under
the above Jiot.

PET ANTMALS ACT, 1951.

No licences to keep & pet ghop have been igsued during the year.

FACTORTES ACT, 1959.
PACTORIBS ACTS, 1937-1948.

With the transfer of the functiong relating to "means of sscape
in case of fire" to the Wiltshire Fire Brigade, I have visited several
facteries within the rural district with a Fire Prevention Officer, and have
pagsed on to him details of all the Certificate of Means of Escape in Cpse
of Fira, previcusly issued by the Council.

There are 87 factories on the register, but 18 of these are on
Crown land and not controlled by this Couneil. Four workpleces are regigtered.

During the year, 35 inapections have been made of registered
Premises. At one factory in Bex it was necessary to require the owner to
execute improvements to the sanitary accommodation at the factory. In 1962
I hope to increase the nmumber of visits to factory premises, as frequent visits |
premises are necessary to ensure that sanitary facilities prowvided at
factories are maintained in a hygienic condition.

PACTORIES ACT, 19363 SECTION 110.
(utworkers.

The number of outworkers in the rural district has decreased from
L5 to 32 during 1961, these being distributed throughout the following
parishes:
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aﬂr B R R R E R EEEREN '6 LE.G'D‘G!'E LR LR B L 2
ﬂﬂrs\hm ERERL R B B L ] 22 Yﬂ-'t-t-ﬂﬂ ]‘:EJ"!'.IE'J.]. LR 1
Kington Stellichasl 1

A number of outworkers are engaged on rubber trimming, but this
werk dis not ineluded in the list for notification,

FREVENTTON OF DAMAGE BY PESTE ACT, 1949,

Appended to this report is & detailed schedule of the work
undertaksn by the Council'!s Redent Officer during 1961,

This work was sericusly interrupted when the Rodent Officer
resigned at the end of June, and his successor was not appointed until the
7th December 1961,

Hovewer, during the early part of the year "test baiting" of all
public gewerg was carried out and the results indicated that sxcept in a
small section of the sewers in the lypiatt Hoad and Prospect areas of
Corsham, the sewers throughout the district were free from rats.

The sewage disposal works at Box, Castle Combe, Colerne, Corsham
and Lacock have been vigited regularly during the year and except for minor
infestations at Box and Corsham, these works have been remarkably free
of infestations.

Constant visits have been mede to the various refuse tips, which,
for mogt of the year, have been free of infestation.

The tips at Burton, Sutton Benger and Yatesbury all became heavaly
infeated in Jamiary, and it took three weeks of constant baiting with various
poiscn baits before these infestations were successfully dealt with.

Privata Treat- Business Treat- Counecil Troat-
PARTSH. premises ments promiges ments houzes Dents
inapeet carried ingpect carricd ingpect carried
=il . ot =gd. cut. =ad. out.
Biddastone 17 - 2 = = -
Box 23 L 14 (=] 1z -
Bremhill 13 & 2 & & =
Calne Without 11 b & 2 = =
Castle Combe 20 - 10 - 8 2
Cherhill 12 - 12 2 = =
Chippenham Without ls 2 10 F = =
Chrigtian Malford 16 - 7 - - =
Colerne 146 - g = = =
Compton Bassett 26 5 L b - -
Corzhem 98 14 55 13 109 32
Grittlston 21 2 2 - = =
Heddington 20 - 2 - - =
Hilmarton 20 - 2 2 iy -
Kington Langley 12 2 3 - - -
Eington S5t.1ichael 8 - 2] = = -
Lacock 37 9 12 L 14 2
Langlay Burrell Without 13 - o = = =
Nettleton 18 3 - - - -
North Wraxall 24 - 4 2 - -
Pawshan 14 - = - = =
Stanton St.0uintin 28 i = - - -
Sutton Benger 2B 2 9 L 12 3
Yatton Eeymell 19 - 6 - - -
529 5l 173 L3 159 39



















