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JBLIC HEALTH OFFICERS CF THE AUTHORITY.

(a) MEDICAL OFFICER OF HEALTH.

C.L. Broomhead, T.D., M,D,, B.Ch,, D,P.H,

Also Medical Officer of Health for the Boroughs of
Calne, Chippenham and Mzlmesbury and the Rural
Distriet of Malmesbury, Assistant County Medieal
Officer of Health and School Msdical Officer,

(b) SENIOR PUBLIC HEALTH INSPECTOR.
E H.Jq T&Flﬂ[", E}Ert. E.I.B- 1 ?ﬂ.R'S'H. ,}.EqA-F‘H‘ l‘.

also Surveyor to the Counecil,

(ec) ADDITIONAL PUBLIC HEALTH INSPECTCRS.
+ stH-I Lturrﬂy, GEI’t. E-I..B-' Miqﬂ-'P'Hil‘
+ ElJi Bil?eater‘, Gﬁrt. S‘.I|B-' "!q.ﬁniP'Hq 1-
+ PA-.-F'M| H-DWE.Fﬂ, ce‘r‘t. E‘iIiEi' A.H.S.H‘ Fl E{.A;P;H;li

+ Qualifications held by these Officers:-

Sznitary Inspectors' Certificate of the Royal Scnitary
Institute, Meat & Other Foods Certificate of the Royal
Sanitary Institute.

Certificate in Senitary Science as z2pplied to Buildings
and Publiec Works of the Royal Sanitary Institute,

(Note - The Royal Sznitary Institute is now the Royal
Society of Health).

Committees of the Council which are concernsd with matters of
Public Health.

Finance, 8taff and General Purposes Committee,

Fublic Health Commitiee,

Housing Committee,

These Committees are held every four weeks throughout

the year and deal with a2ll matters appertcining to publiec health
and housing.

(d) SECRETLRY TO THE MEDIQAL OFFICER OF HEALTH,

EQG.V' WilliHMEDn‘ GE«'I“t; R-I.P.]!.H.






The Chairman & members,
Calne & Chippenham Rural District Council.

My, Chairman,; Ladies & Gentlemen,

I heve the honour to present my anmal report for the
yeopr ending 5lst, December, 1959.

The Public Health Officers Repgulations, 1959, require
inter alia, that as soon as practicable after the 3lst.
December in each year, & lMedical Officer of Health shall make
an annual report to the Local Authority for the year ending,
on the sanitary circumstances, the sanitary administration
and the vital statisties of the district, containing in addition
to any other matters upon which he may consider it desirable
to report, such information as may from time to time be
required by the Minister,

The Hinister regards these reports as an'essential
and valuable appraisal of the state of the public health"
gad they have & wide distributicn, i.c. to the Hinistry of
Health, Ministry of Agriculture, Fisheries & Food, Ministry
of Housing & Local Government and H,if, Inspecctor of Pactories,

liuech of the content of this report mast, of necessity,
be obtained from other departments of the Authority, i.e.
from Mr, Witham, the Councils Engineer, lr, Taylor, the Senior
Public Health Inspector and Surveyor and lir, Baugh, the Housing
Manaper.

It ia only on receipt of reports from these officers
gnd the vital statistics from the Registrar General that the
required appraisal and report can be made.

It is most gratifying to report that the more serious
infecticns were conspicucus by their absence, i.c, no cascs of
Diphtheriz and Poliomyelitis were notified. Detailed comments
on amall outhreaks of Dysentery and Scarlet Fever and the
incidence of and the mortality from Tuberculesis, will be
found in the substance of the report with other wvital strtistics.

It was not found necessory to effect the compulsory
removal of any person to Hospital as provided for in the
National Assistance Act, 1948 Scetion 47.

I haove the honour to be

Your obedient Servant,

C.L. EBEROOKMHEAD,
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LIVE BIRTHS
BIRTHS EALE __ FOMALE  TOTAL
Legitimate 261 220 LT
Ellegltiimate 0O 10 R~ o
B P SR i ' V1 oL 5L

Oriide Birth Rote for the District . . . S e S TN

Addusted Birth Rate fer %he District . o a o a ¢ & & « 15,9
per 1000 cf the population
€8

Comparative Birth Rate for England & Wal & & 15,5

Members of the fArmed Forces shtaticned in the area aro

gz 10CC of the populoaitlion

per 1000 of thc popilation,

included in the population figure shown vnder whe heading "Geoneral

Statistics". To make an approximaie allewanszse for the wav7 in
which the sex apd age distribution of the lozal populatica
differs from England & Wales as a whole, the ecrude Dirth oo
death rates for the Distriect are te be miliiplied Dy a
"eomparability factor! pivea by the chlﬂtrar General, The
above statisticsz have been so corrscied.

The Birth Rate for 1959 is lower than the rate
expressed for the year 1956 which was 20,09 per 1000 of the
population.

BTILL BIRTHS,
Eight still births were recorded durirﬂ 1959, Tha
rate per 1000 total live and still births L: 10.7

The comparative rate Tor Englend & Wales is given as 20.7.

INFANT MORTALITY.
Deaths of infants undzr 1 year ef age:—

BIRTNS _ MAIR __ FOHALE LOTAL
Legitimate 6 6 12
Tllegltimate - = £
TOTAL & & 12

e oa T R e S .o

Rate per 1000 live births, . s T T s e s MG
Comparative rate for England & *m1ua e 22.0

&

8ix children aied during the Fivst wesk of 1life; seven
died during the first four weels of life,






DEATHS , Iy

Deaths recorded in the Rural District during 1955 were
as Tollows:-

Males .. Females =~ Tohal.
126 10l 230.
Crude Death Hate for the Distriet . . . i & s & Ba8  pep
1000 of thc pnﬂulgtiﬂ
Adjusted Death Hat& for the Districh . o« « & Fe per
1000 of ihe ﬁnpulatla%r
Death Bete for England & Wales = i e e per

1DDD &f the populztion.

The Death Rate for 1959 is lower thon the rate expressed for
1958 which wmas 7.7 per 1000 of the population, The death rate
ia also conslderanbly lower than the rate for Englend & Wales.

ANALYSIS OF CAUSES CF DEATH.

=
=
]
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_Females _

e
=]

Tuberculosis, respiratory

Tuberculosis, other

Syphilitic dlscese

Diphtheria

Whooping Cough

Meningococeal infections

Ae, Poliomvelitis

Measles

Other infective & parasitic dis,

Malignant neoplasm, stomach

Malignant neoplasm, lung, bronchus

Malignant neoplazm, breast

Malignant neoplaszm, uterus

Other malignant & lymphatic
necplasms

Leukaemia, aleukaemia

Diabetes

Wagcular leslons of nervous sys.

Coronary disease, angina

Hypertencsion with heart diseace

Other heart disease

Other eirculatory disease

Influecnza

Prneumenia

Other diseases of respiratory sys.

Ulcer of stomach & duodenum

Gastritis, enteritis & diarrhcea

Nephritis & nephrosis

Eyperplasia of prostate

Pregnancy, childbirth,abortion

Congenital malformstions

Other defined and ill-defined dis.

Motor vehiele accidents

A1l pther accidents

Buicide

Homicide & Operations of War

Eronchitis
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Caneer, Coronary Disease and Heart disease collectively
were responsible for half of the deaths reccorded in the
Rural District during 1959.






PREVAIENCE AND CONTROL OF INFEGTIOUS DISEASE. 5

The following table shows the infectious dlseases
notified during 1959 with comparative fipgures since 1955.

doss . JJ966 957 X908 1959
a b a b a b a b a b

e b R e e R T e T

DISEASE

Scarlet Pever 1= 12 28 28 18 8 b e e W T T 33
Whooping Cough 105 1om 1333131 10 2 2 13 Eh
Diphtheria : - - - - - - - - = -
Measles 3 29% 60 60 650 650 4Oo9 LO9 3786 378
Ac.Peliomyelitis
{Paralytic)
Leo,Poliomyelitis
(Nen~Parzlytic)
Dysentery

Ophth-Imia Wecnatorum
Puerperal Fyrexia
Smallpox

Pars Typhcoid Fever
Typhoid Fever

Food Poisoning
Erysipelacs

Preumonig
Cercbro-Spinzl

FE‘WI'-

Encephalitis (Virus)

TOTALS : - L8 LL2 309 298 853 860 LAl LB L83 476
fa'' = Oripginal numbers notfied,
"R = Final numbers after correction.
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FNumncrically, the incidence of infectious disease in the
Buzzl District during 1959; showed 1little change to the figares
recorded during 1958,

oceurred

An oubbreak of Measles/during the first Quarter of the
year and a farther cutbreak during July. Thig infection accounted
for 79.L117% of the total cases of infeetious disease (=211 forms)
notified during the year,

Cases of Scarlet Fover were sporadic throughout the
district, with one exception when a focus of this infection was
found amengst pupils attending the Seagry School, Amongst the
cases notified and investigated, one school chilld subseouently
developed nephritis and a male adult, not notified as suffering
from Scarlet Fever, but ascerfained as suffering from Streptococcal
Sore Throat (a variant of the same disease}, was found, on
laboratory investigation, to hawve Beta haemolytic streptococcus
present +4+ Lencefield Group 'A' Type 12 in his threat, There
wWas no association betueen the child who develcoped nephritis and
the adult with the Type 12 Streptococcus.

In conjunction with the Public Health Ieboratory,
Bath, & special watch is to be kept in future on the prevalance
of Type 12 strains of streptococei and the pessibility eof an
asgocigtion between cases of Scarlet Fever and the occurrence of
acute nephritis,

Although a Balmonella organism was isolated by the
Laboratory from material supplied by both patients notified as
suffering from Food Poisoning, investigatlion failed to establish
that infection had been conveyed by Tood,

During the latter part of the year, two minor
outbrealks of Dysentery were notified in respect of children
attending the Box and Colerne Schools, Children with sacute
signs and symptons were excluded school attendance pending
treatment and three consccutive negative stool specimens.






6
PREVALEICH AYD CONTROL OF INFEGITOUS DISEASE (Continued).

e A b = - - . -

Rastrictions were alse imposed on adult casce and
contacts whase employment was in conneetion with the
preparation and sale of food.

In conjunction with the Princlpel Schocl Medical
officer, arrangements were made Tor paper towela and
Benzalkonium chloride fto be issucd to the Box and Colerns
Echools as & measure to restrdiet infectien to the area of
SCEUrTENCE «

BARROTS (Prohibition of Impertation) Remulations, 1930.

Following informstion received from the Animal Health
Diwvigion, Linisgtry of Agriculture,Pigheries & Fopod concerning
the decease of an Afriecen Grey Parrot recently imported into
the Country, a full and immediate investigation was undertaken
gnd the Publie Health Authority at Bristol and Bathavon U D,C.
informed, The decceased parrot was forwarded to the Public
Health Laboratory, but the virus of psittacosis was not isolated
from the wviscera.

TUEERCULOSIS.

New eases of Tuboreulosis notified and confirmed by the
County Chest Physicion during the year, with comparative fisures
for previous years sinec 1948, arc given below,

NEW CASES NOTIFIED DURING.

B PUNQURY. . _FOURUTMOURY_ . TOLL.
19 1l 7k 21
1949 1L 10 21
1950 30 2 32
1951 26 7 33
1952 23 5 28
1953 2l 8 32
1951 8 3 11
1955 18 1 19
1956 11l 2 13
195 10 3 13
195 15 2 17
1959 sl e S - 1)
NEN CASES AND MORTALITY DURING 1959
CLS DEATHS.

RESP, ION~RESP, RESP, ~ HON-RESP.

PR P T VR N P
AGE_GROUFS,
0
1 1
5 1 1
15 3
25 1 1
35 1 1
45 1
55
65 upwords. 2 1 W it
SREARals o L 0 o da 1 | e

T e

The notificntion rate (rospiratory tubcreulosis) notificd

during 1959 per 1000 of the population is. . « « « 03
Comparative rate for the County N e R e






TUBERCULOSIS (Continucd) 7

Tt should be noted that the figures given on pngc-é of
this report do not represent the total number of individuals
suffering from Tubereulosis in the Rural Distriect. In addition
to the new cases notified cach year, a certain proporiion of
tuberculous persons either mowe into the District or move out.
According to the Register of Tuberculous Persons, the following
notified cases of Tuberculosis were living in the Rural District
at bthe end of 1259.

Mzles _  Females  Total
Pulmonary 79 L8 127
H mﬂm lmcmw *rﬂgl-zll--rl—l‘-ln"-—"‘- - -35‘ - —'-l—-LiI
TOTLL 0L 7 i e i

The rate for the Rural District, based on the number of notified
cases on the Reglster, is 5,1 per 1000 of the populalion.

By comparison, the rate Tfor Wiltshire, based on the number of
live casess on Chest Clinic Registers, is approximately 5.5 per
1000 of the pepulation. 4

W55 RADICGRLPHY.

Whilst it was net poseible to arrange for & Mobile X-Ray
Unit tea wisit the Bural Distriet during 1969, The Regional
‘Hospital Board has confirmed that a survey of the general
public will be earricd ocut early in 1960,
POLICMYELITIS THHUNISLTION.

During 1959, the following persons, liTing in the Rural
District, were immuniscd ageinst Poliomyelitis, with two injeetions.

Mt;le_:; (born 1943-59) Young Persons ( 'b:?rn 1933-1542)
1

7 (2099) L5 (179
Expectant Hothers Geperal Practitioners & Familles
161 (11o) 2(3)
Lmbulance Btaff & Fomilies Dentists & Femilies
1 (wil) 5 (Wil)
Hospital Stolf
B )|

Hote:— HNumber of completed third injections shown in brackets.
DIFHTHERL. IIHUNIS,TION JHD WOCETNG GOUGH TIIUNISATIC,

The following children received primary immmisation during
1955,

Under 1 year ages 1-L Ages 5-1l Total
&56 7 37 E'.?:-Le
Total immmised child pooulation at 31,12.59,.
Ages %ﬁ% ¥rs es 5-1l yrs Totnl
5 562 5997
VI.CCINATTON.

The following children were v2ecinetced during 1959,

T Ages 1-ly yos  Apes 5elbe fobal
Under_3, e = 28,7 s

In additien to the above, a further 160 children were
re=vaceinnted during 1959,






Close co—ppocraficon has becn maointained with the Burveyor,
Chippenham Borougnh and the resulis of all samples baken from the
reservolrs at ¥ewstock, Tive Wars and Bowden Hill, are forwvarded
to him for information. JTn addition, routine arrangements have
boen made for an cebimaiion of the free chlorine avoilable in
samples of wotcr from the above rescrvoirs Yo be forwarded to
Yr. Witham, the Council's Bngineer omd #ir. Phillips, the
Surveyor, Chippenhem Borough Council, iny departurc from the
accepted stonderds is immedintely menorted to the Ernpineers
concerned.

No change in the sources of supply hes telken plaee durdng
the year,

In spite of the dry weather this epring source continued
to yield satisfactorily., The minimum daily yield was 106,000
galions compaved with the lowest »ecorded yield of 65,000 grllons.
The effect of the dry summer wasz hot to decrense the delly sunmer
yield But to deloy until sarly in December, the ivime of recovery
of the springs.

Nettleton.

The Field from this borehele was slightly greeter thet the
previous year, The beorchele has shovm an improvement in yield
during the lost few years but is still at 91,000 gallons per day,
cilly aboud holf ifts origine] eapaeitir,.

Goodshill.,

The Jowest level recordad in the horcholes was slightly
hipher Tnan the previeous yeor snd the yicld naormal,

Wa 1]m,

Thig grovitaticual spring supply gove some conecern towards
bthe end of the summer and had to be supplemented with water from
Widdenham, Fertunately no actual shortage was experienced in
Box Willage which is supplied hy this socurce,

Sioughtoxford.

This smnld supply is taken from o privetely ovmed source
end supplies the vililaze of Alsughterford cnly. o difficultiecs
were sxpericnced during the rrear.

Bulk Supnlics.

These arc obtained prineipally from Chippenham Borough,
but other svpplies are obfoined from Malmesbury R.D.C. and the
Air Ministry, No supplies were taken from Cricklade & Weootton
Baggett R.D.C. this yecr., In fact 2 small bulk suuply wes given
to Lyneham R.L.F, Btation to assisi the R.D.C. who normally give
the supply. More water was token Trom Malmestury R.D.C, to
supply an ares previously supplied frem Chippenham Borough scurces,

Treatment

With the exception of Slcughterford, 21l supplies ore
chlorinated. No othar treatmcnt is given.

Iy ey

Iis a result cf the dryr summe>, Chippenham Borough decided
Lo prohibit the use of hoscpipes. UCorreeponding action was
taken by this Council. The fact thet Lhe Borough Tound it
necessary tc restrict supplics at o time when this Council were






VILTER SUPPLIES (CON ONTINUED )
Drought (continucd)

taking omly ebout twe thirds of its
for conpidoroble concern.

There ie no doubt thot therec is
nead to look for further sources of supply.

a matter for the proposed Joint Water Board.
likely to be delay in the formation of this Board then this
Council should ecnsider sericusly the desirabilisy of taking
The following fipures show

independent action in the motter.
the scrious position whiech iz developing.

Magcimam Do ily
Consunniion

1955 1,164,000
1956 1,191,000
1957 _,32h,ﬂﬁo
1958 1,333,000
1959 1,631 000

The figurcs given above for available

the minimam, More then this would in fach
SUHENEY A
Extent of Supnly.

No major extensions of the supply have token place this
Scrvud with moins.
ter supply, Sonic
improvement on this fipgure can still be *ﬂdﬂ, but there will
amall number of dwellings to vhich it
ie completely uneconcmic to take a public water snr:

year, in fact the digbriect iz nog wel:
About 95% of the population have a piped

probably always remain o

e —— — W N R

FPorulation.

FPrivatc houscs

Ditto owmed by Scrvice Deportments
Total houscss

Houses supplicd with wobter by R.D.C.
Ditto, ty other futhoritiss

Total houses supplied with water
Estimated peeccntage of population supplied
New conncctions made

Water meters in uss at end of year
Ceplital cxpenditure at end of yeer

ERODUCTICH (FWATER.

Source

Cippenham Borough. Yewstock
Corsham
Eastern liren
Other places

Widdenham

Wettleten

Goodshill

Weshwells

Sleughterford

Malmesbury R.D.C,.

Compton Bassett (R.i.F.)
Yatesbury (R..4.T, )

Criecklade & Wootton Bassett R.D.C.
++ cstimated,

pHiE ééﬁy

agreed maximum, is a matter

an increasingly urgent
Thie is properly

If there is

hLvallable

1,677,000 gallons/day,

-LH.

1959~50

54,010
7,902
2
6,673
1,304
T:977
G5%

207
1,129

£L06,973.

L8 .9L5; 000
139;535 000
106, ?B?,GGU

0

6 1611, 000

112,325,000
32,001,000
61,619 000

&8 ETE 000
?D,Dﬂﬂ
20,934,000
126,000
973,000

-

51Z.063.0C) Galls.

is of course,
ailable last
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The Tollowing report on the storage and collection
of househpld refuse vas given to the Public Heglth Comnittse
on the 10 Mar 59,

14 The storage and collection of household refuse have
ccecasioned much discuszion by the Council and have been the
subject of frequent reports, with recormendations to the Counecil
by the Medicsl Officer of Health and the Scnior Public Health

Inspector.

2. The storage of domestic refuse awaiting collection is
5till uneatisfactory and a report by the Senior Public Health
Inspector shows that the percentage of dustbins with proper
covers varies from 28% to 7O0%. Apert from the dismal and
depressing appearance of household refuse gwaiting collection

on the rpadside in an unerding vardety of inadequate receptacles,
the refuse is ecxposed te and seattered by the weather, available
to children and domestic animals and the work of cellcction
Pecomes even more unplecsent and difficult.

Fa To effect any improvement in the storapge and collection

of household refuse, it will be necessary Tor the Counell to

take secficn apainst those whe do not provide and maintsin an
gdecuate dustbin (Section 75 (i) Public Health Act, 19356). As
an slternative the Councll may nrovide and maintain dusthbins at
an annual charge (Seeticn 75 (ii) Public Health Act, 1936).
There have been difficulties vhencever a Loeal Authority has
instigated proceedings under Section 75 (i) Public Health Act
1936, as an ovmer or ocecuplicr is entitied to cppeel to a Court

of Summary Jurisdiction. A High Court decision was glven a2gainst
a Loeal Authority (Croydon Corporation v Thonas, Jamuary, 1947).
The practical result of this judgement s that every notice
gerved by a Loeal fAuthority for the supply ef = dustbin is lisble
to be chalienged in Court, and the Magistrates may a2llow cne
appeal and dlsmiss another, Therafore I om of the opinion that
the Council should supply and charge for the dusvbin under Sec,
75 (iii) Public Health fLct, 1936.

. In the Couneil's Housing Estates, the provision of an
adeguate dustbin is even mors necessary oving to the close
proximifty of dwellings and the oresence of a2 child populatim.,
particularly suscephible to intestinal and infectious disease,

To attein the prowision of a dustbin for every Council house,

is for the Council to provide it. A dustbin should be wviewed in
the same way as other sanitary necessitles and amenities.

De Model Byelaws have Deen issued by the Ministry of Health
in Jenuary, 1547 and to guide the Committze in the formation of
draft Byelaws, the feollowing are suimitted for consideratiomi=

15 Teo ensure that Heuse Rofuse is stored in an hygienie
manner, it is necessary that such refuse awaiting
removal be kept in a sound and impervious dustbin with
g well fitting lid. The 1id to be kept on the
dustbin and replaced after empiying and use.

2, The dustbin shonld be placed in a convenient position
Tfor collectior on the day arranged by the Coumeil.

3+ Ho refuse, other than domestic refuse, should be
riaccd in the dustbin,

L. Trade refuse must on no account be placed in a
dustbin of this nature intendesd for household refuse,.

5« Dustbins should mreferably be kXept on a raised
impervious surface, Lo aveid contamination of the
surrounding ground.












HOUSIN =

(A) = Medical Certificates in support of Housing Applications.

Medical certificates in support of housing applications
are consldered important documents by the public and careful
attention is given to them before 2 recommendation is made to
the Housing Monagement Committee, A full report was made to
this Committee on the 13th, January, 1960 giving an snalysis of
the gituation towards the end of December, 1959 when there were
143 applications supported by medical certificates still seeking
Counecil acecommodation, Over the six year period, 1954-1959
inelusive, a total of 136 (40.,35%) applicants supported 'b:.?' nedical
certificates, had been rehoused by the Counecil, E (L2.43%
gtill remained,

(B) - General

The following additional information has been supplied
by Mr, Bauzh, Housing Manager.

1, Totel Applicants on waiting 1list a2t 31 Deec 59 617
2 Total Applications received during 1959 7

3« Total rehoused during year to

(=) Council houses 26
(b) other accommodation 23 % 59
s Total applications for 0,P.E.s 69

5« Evicted Pamilies -~ number
brought to notice and dealt
with bty Council,

Hehigused 12
Pending L 16

&, HNumber of new houses built and
oceapied during the year

{a; By Council Lt @
b) By Private Enterprise 56 102

@ includes 15 Old Persons Bungalows.
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20
WASTE PAPER.

e

The Council continued to collect waste paper separately
from housshold refuse and 293 tons of papor Was collected in this
way, which is an increase of 17 tcns over last year. The walue
of this paper was £18525.

Provided the co-operation of the public can be meintained,
to pontinue to salvage waste paper separately from household refusa,
1 am confident that during 1960 my target figure of 300 tons per annum
will be achievad.

& new woaste paper storage depot will have to be found to
replace the Nissen hut at Woodlands, which the Houaing Menagement
committes wish to have removed, and I am negotiating with a firm in
Corsham for the lease of two disuged Wissen huts off the Frodford Road,
EDI'-SMJ

SCRAP METAL.

The Council has ceased to salvage scrap metal as it became

uneconezic to do so, also it became impossible to seeure an gutlet
for the sale of this material.

OFFENSIVE TRADES.

Public Health Act 1936, Secticn 107.

There are no offensive trade eatablighments, as defined by
Section 107 of the Public Hoalth Act 1936, within the area of this
Couneil.

FRIED FISH SHOFS.

There are only two fried fish shops established within this
area, one at Boxfields and the other at Colerne, Ten visits have been
mede to these food premises and the owner of cne establishment has been
requested to improve the general conditions within and surrounding his
buainess premises.

MOVEABIE DVELLINGS.

Public Health Act 1936, Section 269.

Licences authorising persons to arect, or stetion and use
Moveable Dwellings.

Parishes with Ljcensed Moveable Dwellings - Licences isaued:

Biddestone il Heddington 1
Box & Hilmarton 7
Fremhill 5 Kington St.Michael 2
Calne Without 2 Lacock 3
Cherhill 9 Langley Burrell 1
Chippenham Without 11 Nettleton i
Christian Malford 5 Horth Weaxall A
Compton Bassett 1 Pewsham 1
Colerne T Sutten Benger 9
Corsham 16 Yatton Keynell 4

There is still en incrensed demand for caravan licences and
97 licences were issued in 1953, as against 89 in 1958. In addition
to these ceravans, there are 26 at Box and 15 at Colerne on private
licenged sites.

A detailed scheme for a Council-owned coravan gite for
32 caravans at Bradford Road, Corsham, was prepared in the office and
submitted to tender, and a contractor moved on to the site in August.
This site has been provided with the Following amenitiest=
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Hardeore roadways with conerete curbings;

Hard standings;

Main dreinagej

Two sanitary blocks and cne wash-room;

Hot water supply in wash-room capable of providing
sufficient hot water for clothes washing and
shower baths (if required);

gﬁi Mains water by standpipes centrally situated;

Ll W

Mains eleetricity to cach plot, and street lighting;

8) Car parks.

A warden has been engaged, who resides on the site and his
duties include the general manesgement of the site, and the collection
of rents.

Each plot is let at an inelusive weckly charge of lﬂfﬁd.

The site was comploted by the middle of Dacember and the Ffirst
plot was ceoupied on the 18th December.

This earaven site hes met o long-wanted need, particularly in
the Corsham and Box areas, and many caravens which are placed on exposed
end unsatisfactory sites unacceptable to the Council can now find proper
accommodation here.

The final cost of thiz site iz net yet available but the
accepted tender was in the sum of £4296.

PUBLIC HEALTH ACT 1936, SECTION 58.

Dangerous or Idlapidated Buildings.

I have had to report on two dangercus buildings at Castle
Combe, and in each case¢ a Court Order was obtained reguiring the owner
to execute such works as mey be necesanry te obviate the danger,
In one instance the Council executed the work in default =nd recovered
by instolments the expense incurred.

PUBLIC HEALTH ACT 1936, SECTIONS 83-85,

il and Verminous Premises or Articles snd Verminous Parsons.

I have to report again that there has been a further slight
increase in the reported coses of werminous premises, end this year
15 premises have been visited and given the mppropriste treatment,

FLIES.

An exceptional number of eomplaints were roceived this year
of fly infestetions in private houses and some of these infestations
were very extensive, involwving the spraying of the interior of roofs
with insecticides. Some 142 visits were made in this conncetion and
it is hoped that if we are fortunate enough to enjoy a gimilarly
beautiful summer in 1960 as was experienced in 1959, it will not be
accompanied by zo many unwelcome wisitors.

INFECTIOUS DISEASES.

32 reports have beecn given to the lMediecal Officer of Health
in comnection with Scarlet Fever notifications, and in every ecase
diginfeotion of the affected rcoms and bedding has been carried out.

Enquiries have slso been made into notificd ceses of
dysentery, and feecal samples have been taken and forwardied +o tha
Public Health Laboratory. Householders have been sdvised of the

usual preventive precautions to be tsken to avoid the spread of
lnfection.
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FOOD AND DRUGS ACT 1335.
FOOD EYGIENE REGULATIONS 1355.

206 visits have been made to the 112 food shops within the
rurel distriet but although it has beon necessary to drow the
attention of certain proprietora to btreaches of the Foed Hygiens
Regulaticns, it has not been necessary to invoke statutory proceedings.

Pood premises within the aren consist of:-

Grocersa 1B
Cencral stores &l
Butchers g

Fish and fruit shops

Restaurznts and cafes 8
Figh and chip shopa 2
Bakers _9'

Condemned Food.

Your Public Hemlth Inspectors are from time to time called
in to inspect suspected fosdstuffs st varicus food premises and during
1959 the undermentioned focdstuffs were condemned end voluntarily
surrendered as being unfit for humen consumptioni-

A akone ood F31let. cvaiaeiaiieas taint.

L - 290z, tinm DEETS...ceausssas s D1OW.

& - 161b. %ins sorned beef......blown.

1 = 41b. tin pork and beef...... puneture.

2 - 120z, ting meat loaf........puncture.

1 = 141b, cocked RAR.......s.0.putrefacticn.
1 - 101lb. tin sheeps liver...... puncture.

1 = 43b. tin chopped haM. .. ... .. 5l0W.

1101 b chopped steak....visaacas taint.

2 pkts. Puffed Wheat.seeesseess)
Blb. Porage Dﬂ.ta....”.u.“...;
1 1, Gmaker Qafg.c.cae.csciaanss
2 pkta. Rice KrispieS....i.eess)
1 pkt. ALl Braf.ee.ivsassissnss Jdamaged by rodents.

1c-rﬂte weetﬂbix"fl"f'f-"-"'
3 pkts., chocolate fingers......
I=8ozs jamrollcieaeiaveass F
Tt R R R T

FPoul try Pecking Staticns.

There are two quite large poultry packing stations
established and now working to full capacity, cne at Sutton Denger
end the other at Corsham.

The station at Sutton Benger 1s a modern facltory designed
for the purpose mnd provided with the most modern and advanced
equipment and machinery available t¢ the trads,

The other factory nt Corsham has been eatablished in
existing vuildings, not especially designed for the purpose, but it
has been provided with all the necessary foeilities for a modern
poultry packing staticn. I found it necessary to ask the owner of
this factory to provide additional faeilities and improvements within
the factory and tc make avajlable improved ecatering foeilities, and
these he readily agreecd to provide.

The average daily output of poultry from these two poultry
packing stations is not far short of 35,000 birds per day, and with
the present staff it is physically impossible to maintain a 1008
inapection of the kill at these premises. The ineidence of disease
in poultry is so small that in my cpinion a 100% inspection is not
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LICENSED PREMISES.

Voluntary major improvements have been carried cut to
two licensed premises ot Box, including the provisionm of improved
sanitary amenities.

Other improvements have been executed at premises in Corshem.

As I reported lest yeor, since 1946 very many essentiel
improvements have been cerricd out at the licensed premises within the
rurel district, a greant meny being voluntery improvements and the others
being carried ocut as a result of representations from the Public Health
Department. It can now confidently be sesid that these premises are
provided with adequate senitary and other facilities to meet the needs
of people visiting them.

BAKEHOUSES.

There are now 11 bakehouses in the rural district, one
bakehouse at Castle Combe having closed dowm during 1959,

All the bekehouses were visited during the year, viz.i-

PrombEdl e avessanis 2 O RN BE S i st i
Castle Combe........ 1 A mRrE Ot e s ais s e eas 1
Charhil) o s e o A Kington 5t.Michaal.. 1
CoLeTnB v ule s e ann s i L Sutton BENEET.ssesss 1

FOOD AND DRUGS ACT 1955, SECTION 63.

Knacker's Yard, Heddington.

The application for the renewal of the licence for the
eontinuence of the above premises was considered and the Council agreed
to renew the seme, following a satisfactory report on the general
conditions prevailing at the premises.

From time to time surprise wisits are made to these premises
te ensure chat the waricus provisions of legislation applicable to
such premises are being complied with.

The return of horses killed at the knacker's yard, required
by the Slaughter of Animals (Prevention of Cruelty) Regulations 1958,
has been forwarded to the Hinistry cof dgriculture, Fisheries and Food,
Tha roturn shows that 21 horses were sloughtersd, 8 at the knacker's
yard and 13 at varicus farm premises, 11 horse eaveascs were also
regeived at the knacker's yurd.

FOOD AND DRUGS ACT lﬁij SECTION &2.
SLATGHTERECUSES ACT 1358,

SLAUGHTER OF ANIMALS ACTS 193 L

As there are no slaughterhouses within the rural distriect,
the general provisions of the obove fets and Regulations will not
have to be implemented, except those whiech refer to the provision of
information by the Council o the Minister of Agriculture, Pisheries
and Food concerning the probable future requirements of slaughterhouss
facilities.

Certain provisions of the Slaughter of Animels (Prevention
of Cruelty) Regulations 1958 apply to e knacker's yerd,






SLAUGHTER OF ANTMALS ACT 1

SLAUGHTER OF ANIMALS (FREVENTION OF CRU

ELTY) REGULATIONS 1958, SECTION 19.

Three applications for renewal of existing slsughterman's

licences were considered and the necessary licences granted,

licences were issued. Thesc men are engaged at the lmacker's yard at

Heddington.

FOOD AND DRUGS ACT 1955.
THE MILK AND DAIRIES EGEHERALJ REGULATIONS 1959.

Registration of Dgiries other than Dairy FParme, and of Distributors,

Regulation B(l) requircs the registration of distributors
only with the loeal authority in whose ares the premises from which the
milk is distributed are situated. This accounts for the reduction in

reglatered distributors from 30 te 20:

No. of Registered DairicS...c.e. 17 lﬁ;
No. of Regiatered Distributors.. 20 (30

The registered dairies arc situsted in the following parishes:-

box ll---"-i-!di---q-uqnj cﬂlemﬂ ---rq-l--i+i--.--|.1
L5, R e R S SO | Complon Bassett ..... 2
Calne Witheut ....... 1 (i n ol= T [ e e N
Castle Comb2 coveeves 1 P T e e R
Christian Malford ... 1 141, BT =y T s e, |

¥atton Keynell ...... 1

25 inspections have been made at these dairies,

The various milk vans ete. used for the distribution of milk
are inspected from time to time and the sttention of owners brought to

any contraventions of the Milk Regulations,

MILK (SPECIAL DESIGWATION)(PASTEURISED AND STERILISED MILE)
ULATIONS 1949-1953,

No. of dealers' licences to use apegigl
designation "Pasteurised" ...viececsescseonnnreces 18 (18)

No. of deslers! supplementary licences
to use special designation "Pasteurised" ......... 12 (10)

Principal Pastewrised Dealers:

1 s b (S T | Compton Bassett ..... 2
Box L e A . G“I‘Sh&m B RE RN R . 'E
Celne Without ....... 1 LBGOBI e s e e s sinn B
Christian Malford ... 1 Wattleton oiowescrnes L
BelEamne e s i 3 Yatton Keynell ..au.. 1

MILK (SPECIAL DESIGHATION)(RiW

No. of deslers' lioences to use epecial
designation "Tuberculin Testea" trasssaneeaseraaas 18 (18)

No. of dealers' supplementary licences tc use
special designation "Tuberculin Tested" .......,.. 12 {12)

Principal T.T. Dealers:

Bremhill sasssarranae A Colerne e

HEE s st s tie s e 2 Compton Bassett ..... 2
E&lnﬂ Hi‘thout i|--|-|tll.1 cﬂmhﬂ.ﬂ l--l-!l-'ll-l!lll'E
Cﬂﬂtle Combe womnaiare Lacock i g
Christian Malferd .., 1 Wettloton wusrvawseos 1

Yatton Keymell ...... 1
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MILK SWPLINC.

A close check has been made on the milk supplies retmiled
within the rural district.

132 gamples of milk have been taken, of which 111 pessed
the Methylene Blue test and 21 feiled. The percentage of feilures
is much higher this year than last, but I think this can be acnmmted
for by the exceptionally het summer experienced last year,

I am not entirely convineed that the failure of these milk
samples was dus to the negligence of the milk retailer. I suspect
that gome of the fault may be attributed te the producers of the milk.
My suspicions have proved well-founded as in one case the licence of
a T.T. producer supplying milk to a dairyman was subsequently suspended,

Somples of empty steriliscd milk bottles are sent to the
Fublic Health Laboratory at Bath for ripnse testing and of the series
tested, all four were passed as satisfactory.

SHOPS ACT 1950, SECTION 38.

22 inspections of ehop premises have been made in eonmeetion
with lighting, wentilation, temperaturc, and the provision of sanitary
conveniences.

RENT ACT 1957, SECTION 2 AND lst.SCHENILIE.

2 new applications for 'Certificates of Disrepair' have been
rocaived and dealt with and the position concerning such applications
is set out below:-

Applientions for Certificates of Digrepmir:

1 No. of applications for certificates ..... L e e AT e S 2
2 Fo. of decisions not to issue certificates ..ecsicsisanss Wil
3 No. of decisions to issue certificates seeeec... s e A 2

Sa in reapect of szome but not all defacts .ovessnsa Hil
.\.h in I-Eapeut Gf Ell derec’tﬂ L B B IR O BE RL R B BN B B RN O BN R B BN O 2
(4) No. of undertakings given by landlords under

Faragraph 5 of the lst Schedule ........... S e e Al
(5) No. of undertakings refused by landlordis under
Parsgraph 5 of the lat Schedule .sscsssssssssssssnsss HLL

}E; Bos ol et Picaton ARMNMBA i is s oninesinemsnessis 2
7 We. of applications by landlords to local authority

for cancellation of certificates ...ew... e ATl e s 2
(8) No. of objections by tenants to cancellation of

Gertifiﬂ'ﬂteg WoER AR EE SR EEEEEREEE R R E AR R R RN SRR ® A s H‘il
(9) HNo. of decisions by local authcrity to cancel

certificates in spite of tenant's objection eeeveves. Hil
(10) No. of certificatus cancelled by local authoTityr .oweaenas 2

HOUSING ACTS.
HOUSIRG ACT 1

This Aet repealed and re-enseted in consclidated form the
provisions of the earlier Housing Aots, with the exesption of
financial provisions.

The Housing Act 1957 is divided into eight parts, which
follow generally the arrangement of the Housing aict 1936, with the
necessary modification and expansion,

Section 4 defines matters to be taken into account in
determining whether a house is unfit, These include:=
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a) repair Efg water supply

b) stability g) drainage and sanitation

¢) freedom from damp (k) facilities for storage,

d) natursl lighting preparation and sooking of food
@] wentilation gni the dispoeal of waste water.

Sccticns 9-1% deal with unfit promises capable of repair at a
resscnable cost. Sections 16-32 deal with unfit premises beyond repair
at a reasonable cost.

Sections 16,17 and 18 are particularly important: Section 16
empowers local authorities to serve notices on owners of unfit houses
of the time and placc at which the condition of the houses, and any offer
with respect %o the carrying out of works or the future use of the houses
which they may wish to submit, will be considered by the local authority.

Seotions 17 and 18 empower local authorities to make Demolitiom
Orders or Closing Orders,

This year a great deal of time has been devoted to the inspecticn
of houses considered unfit and not repairable at a reasonsble eost, and
of the 302 houses inspected under the Housing fActs, 52 have been
represented to the Council as bedng unfit.

The statistics which follow set out the formal action taken by
the Council in respect of uwnfit housesz. These statistics do not zive a
gomplete picture of the action taken by the Council as certain houses
ropregented to the Council as being wnfit will be inspoeted by the
Bousdn,: Sub=Cumnitten Juring the early part of 1960, before eny final
daoiei.n is teken ooncernin,: these properties.

The parishes so far inspected for unfit houses include;-
Bremhill, Box, Castle Combe, Corsham, Nettleton, and Yatton Heynell,

Tt is my intention to continue to report unfit houses during
1960 and I am hoping that by the end of that year the mejority of unfit
houses will have been reported to the Council.

HOUSING STATISTICS.

1959 1958
1. Inspection of Dwellings during the year:

(a) No. of dwellinge inspected for housing defects

under the Public Health ACtS sevrvsssvssnssnsn 108 3ls
(b) No. of dwellings inspected for housing defects

m‘;ler the Hﬁuﬂmga'u:tﬂ BAEm R R R E R EAEEEE N W EE &S 31}2 326
(c) No. of dwellings so dangerous or injuriocus to

health as to be unfit for habitotion eseessenes 52 L
{d] No. of dwellings found not to be in all

respects reasonably fit for hobitation ....... 9 10

(e) No. of dwellings rendered fit in consequence
Er Mmal actim LR B R LI I I R T I ERC A j 4

2. Proceedings under Publie Health ich:

(f) Mo, of dwellings where formal notices were
aamd LR RN R R R N A R LEC R A R A I O B B BN B ) l 11

(g) No. of dwellings made fit as a result of
formal notices:
0 e 1 -
(ii) by local authority in default of
thEI:}H.'I‘.I.E:I.'EI LR R T I R T i S A R - w 5 —
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1959 1958
3. Procecdings under Sgetion 16 of the Hpusing Act 1957:
{h} N-I}. Uf DL‘leitiﬂn DI'd.ﬁrs L e e o s e 5 —
(i) No. of houses demolished as a result of Damolition
G.I'derﬂ B R R R R RS F R R EEE RS S E RS RSE S aEEEE R EREE R 'tp 1
() No. of houses demclished as a result of informel
E.Gtiﬂ!‘l B R E W moE R W E R R EE S E RS E &S E s S EEEESEEEEEEEEmAE - 11 =
[k} E[:I. le mlﬂertmngﬂ- El.l}%ptl_‘:ﬂ ----- AR R R RE AR R EES S 2 —
(1) No. of undertakings completed ..ciesssssassrsosons 1 -
4, Procecedings under Sections 17,18 and 27 of the
Housing Act 1957:
(m) No. of dwellings where Closing Orders werc made .. L =
(n) No. of dwellings closed es a result of Closing
Orders or undertokings by OWNEXS .eissasssnmnnns . L4 -
(o) Wo. of dwellings where Closing Orders were
epncelled in conseguence of premiscs being made
fit kP E RS E ST RSP ES S ASEEE S SE e EE S L - j
5. Proceedings under Section 76 of the Housing Act 1957:
(p) Ho. of cases of overcrowding at end of the year .. Mot known.
{q} Ho. of cases of overcrowding discovered during
they‘:lar LI B B R B B BB I O R R TR R A R B B R R R B RS B B Hil-l

(r) No. of cases of cvercrowding abated during the
DY, s i = an s ety I L e e b e A c Hil.

HOUSING (FINANCIAL PROVISIONS) ACT 1958, as amended by
HOUSE PURCHASE AND HOUSING ACT 1959.

Every encoursgement has bsen given to property owners to
improve their houses with the aid of improvement grants, and in addition
to the 51 applications appreved many other houses were ingpected with
owners and builders, and edvice given as to whether such dwellings were
suitable for improvement or not,

Improvement Grants have now been available for the past ten
years and during this periocd the Council has approved 327 schemes for
conversion or improvement to house property.

A one travels through tho varicus villages within the
Tural district, the "new look" given to cottages improved by means of
improvement grants is becoming most notieeabla, and 2 "blood fransfusion"
has been given to many propertics, which will giwve them a further nseful
lifla of 30-50 years, the length cof further 1life depending on the regular
maintenance given to sach dwellings.

Discretionary Grants: 1553 1958
Bo. of applications Teceited ......eueeiiicunns el 32
Eu' n'f aPPlic&tim &Pprﬂ‘md- 5 EEESEEEEFE R R 51 3“
Ho. of applications refused .....cecivciieeass ; 1 1
No. of spplieations under comeiderstion ....... 8 7
Hu. of a‘pp]—ic[ltim with-d-rm kSRR AR R R E R A EE 2 5
Ne. of houses improved with the aid of =

Digorationary Grant sesesasssessmsssnsssssaases 5l a7

Valus of the Grants authorised ........... senna B 19,979 2 11,312
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HOUSE FURCHASE AND HOUSING ACT 1959.

Standard Grants.

In the preface to this report I have referred to the new
nStandard Grants" which are now available to house-ownerz in addition
to "Discreticnery Grants",

This new Act cmly came into force on the 1hkth June 1959,
and during the six months ending ocn the 3lst December 1959,
28 Standard Grant applications had been received.

This is & very encouraging start and I hope that during
the next year or 80 many more applications will be received to
provide the five essential amemities to houses qualifying for
standard grent aid. These amenities are:-

a) fixed bath or shower in bathroom siceeaes £ 25,

hi) wesh-hand Hasil secissinsnosansassannsens & 2

o) JE] ST R T Y e, P P g SR VTR S i
T e e T e A A S e e e PO e wean E 4O
e) satisfactory facilities for storing food £ 10.
Ho. of Stendard Crant gpplications recediwed.. 28
No. of Stendard Grant spplications approved.. 19
Ho. of Standard Grant appliecaticns withdrawn 1
Ho. of Standard Grant applicaticns under

cﬂnsidﬂmtinn @ @ & B E k= E AR AR R R AR R E R RS B
VYalue of the Grants authorised ....iaaea.. £ 2,615

BUILDING BYELAWS: PUBLIC HEALTH ACT 1936, SECTION 61.

There hes been 2 considerable inmcrease in building activities
within the rural district during 1959 end some 561 applications in
connection with building work were dealt with:

Plans received: Work completed:
1959 1958 1555 1958
Additions to Housts sasressesnasnsas ST 16 8 &
ek o iy F: Vo P N S~ 18 8 5
T e e L I 55 22 25
Internal alterations ssesssassssssvssans 3 13 b L
Tnduatrial EudYdimEs cicisioainninarnasin 9 11 & 11
Agricultural BUAIdINGES wesasseeanssasnes 21 15 7 15
BREHYOOME s ssssissnsesans e e L o9 38' 59
Licensed pPIemifes .issassssssrsissiasnss 3 1 - 1
To VIt ol s 1 et ] o e P SR A . | a7 15 A
Mew dwellings ......cenee. e i i e e T 70 56 b1
Sﬂm Gmectin‘ns LU B O B BN B B B BE B BN BN B DR BN B BN BN B NN o 12 e —

359 307 16 204

WATER SUPFLIES.

Soms 399 water samples hawe been taken from the various
public and privete water supplies within the rursl district. Of these
gamples, 314 were taken from public supplies and 85 from private wella
or springs affording water to dwellinghouses not connected to the
Council's public meins.

The samples taken from priwvate supplies hawve been taken from
properties situated in the Derry Hill, Studley, Sendy Lane, Heddington,
and Stockley areas, and = determined effort is being made to ensure
that full use is being mede of the public water mains in the easternm
parisheas of the rural distriet and that all properties witheut a pure
and wholesome supply of water, within a reasonoble distance of such
mainsg, are commectad %o them.
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