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PUBLIC HEALTH OFFICERS OF THE AUTHORITY.

(a)

(®)

(e)

+ + +

MEDICAL OFFICER OF HEALTH

G-Iﬂ. Brﬂm‘l]'lﬂﬂd, T-Dl ,IlIEII:'! 'B.ﬂhi 'DiFlHI
Also Medical Officer of Health for the Boroughs of
Calne, Chippenham and Malmesbury and the Rural District

of Malmesbury, Assistant County ledieal Officer of Health
gnd Schoel Medical COfficer.

SENIOR PUBLIC HEALTH INSPECTCR

H.d, Toylor, Cert, B.I.B., M.R.8,H,, M.A.P.H.I.
also Burveyor to the Coumeil,

ADDITIONATL, PUBLIC HEAITH INSFECTORS.

S.H, Murray, Cert, S.I.B., M,4.P.H.I.

E.J. Bilvester Cert. 85.1.B., M.A.P,H.I.
AP M. Hﬂmm, Cert. B.I-E-., llltRlEiHi,}lrtnj!LiPlHlIi

gualifications held by these 0fficers:-

Ssmitary Inspectors! Certificate of the Royal Sanitary
Institute, Meat & Other Foeds Certificate of the Royal
Banitary Institute.

Certificate in Bgnitary Science as applied to Bulldings
and Public Works of the Royel Sanitary Institute,

(Note The Royal Sanitary Institute is now the Royal
Society of Health).

Committees of the Council which are concerned with matters of
Publiec Hezlth.

Finence, Btaff and General Purposes Committee
Publie Health Committce
Housing Committee,

These Committees are held every four weeks throughout the

year and deal with 2ll matters appertaining to public health and
hotusing,.






The Chairmen & members, ;
Calne & Chippenham Rural Distriect Council,

Mr, Chairman, Ladies & Gentlemen,

I have the honour to present my amnual report for the
year ending 3lst December, 1958,

The health of the commmity was satisfactory during the
year, apart from an outbreak ol Measles and some imcrease in the
incidence of Scarilet Fever., It was particularly gratifying that
the notifications of Dysentery were greatly reduced (1957 —104;
1958 = 9), Bporadic cases of Tood poisoning continued to ocecur,
but never constituted an outbreak.

There was an inerease in the birth rate and some increase
in the death rate during 1958. The Death Rate Sll.DIL:I however,
wag less than the rate for Fngland & Wales (11.7).

Two hundred and fiI%y nine deaths occurred, fifty two
due to maligna nt tumors and eighiy four to Coronary or other
heart diseasc, lic deathe were atiributed to netifiable infTectious
disease, Two cases of respiratory tuberculdsis died during the
Year,

Detail coacerning the above and other statistics relating
to health will be found in the substance of this report.

Many routine samples of water, milk and ice cream were
taken to ensure that they conformed to the necessary standards,
It will be appreciated that this intensive sompling procedure lis
an igportant contribution to the maintenance of health and the
prevention of infection, The free chlorine available for
gterilising purposes is also estimated at the time the water
gamples are taken, particularly at the three reservoirs at Yewstock,
Bowden Hill and Five Ways.

The Slaughterhouses (Hyglene) Regulations made on the 17th
December, 1958, came into operation on the lst Jenuary, 1959 in
relation to new slaughterhouses, They are designed to secure
ganitary and clesnly conditicns in cormection with the construction
and operation of slaughterhouses and the handling of meat therein,
It will be necessary for existing slaughterhouses to conform to
the new regulations in dos course. Apart from a Knacker's Yard,
there are at present no active slaughterhouses in the rural district;
all meat is inspected by the Health Inspectors of nelghbouring
or other authorities, The hygiene and conduct of Poultry Packing
Btations are controlled by the Food Hygiene Regulations, 1955; it
would not be possible. in my epinien, having repard to the enormous
output of these packing stations, to inspect each individual bird.
From enquiries at the Ministry of Health and the Public Health
Laboratory, it is unlilzely that discases peculiar to poultry are
transmissible Yo man.

Details of the Council®s Housing Returns made to the
Ministry of Housing & Local Govermment will be found in the report
of the Benior Public Health Inspector,

A comprehensive report on sewage disposal and the pollution
of streams and ditches and the principles to be considered when
future schemes arc considered, with special reference to priority
of schemen, was prescnted to the Public Health Committee on the
30 Jul 58. As more properties in the district receive a piped
water supply and as the district developes, the need for adequate
sewage disposal becomes more urgent., The construction of sewage
disposal works and works of scwerage have been delayed for many
years by the reluctance of the Ministry of Housing & Local
Government to give the necessary approval. It is hoped that it
will be possible in future to proceed more rapidly with this
important aspect of public health, :
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Btatutory notiess served under the Milk & Deiries
Regnlations, 1949 reguired a farmer and his wife not to milk
cows or handle vessels usecd for containing millk as they were
guffering from & Torm of food poisoning.

Certoin causes of death showing some increasse are
Coronary Discese ond ILung Cancer, the deaths from Pulmonary
Tuberculosis however show no charge. S8ince the Introduction
of the National Health Act, the prevention of Tuberculosis, is
divided between three authorities, i.e. The Regional Hospital
Board, the County Council amd the Local Distirict Councils, This
tripartite arrangement occasions Someé overlap. The Loeal Distriet
Councils are principally concerned with the environment, i.c.
housing of the patient and the safeguarding of milk supplies and
food production. The incldence of Tuberculosis of glands snd
bones has been reduced by safefmarding milk suppliss either by
the tuberculin tesding of cattle or by pasteurisation. Tuberculosis
gf the lungs, in spite of improvemsnss in housing conditicms and
rutrition was still a great problem a decade ago. S8onatoria were
overcrowded and the death rate in meles was four times the present
rote, This greet change has been effeeted by the intreduction
of new drugs. There is a teadency nowadays Tor notificoation of
pulmonary tuberculosis to include a vreponderance ol elderly men
in whom the discase has become a chrcaic condition, This has
the effect of maintaining the total number of lmown cases of
Fulmenary Tubsrculosls cn vhe Jegister,

15 cases of Pulmonary Tuberculosis were notified and
confirmed during tho yesn, A totel of 10 cases remaining on
the Register.

Hany infecticue diseases, Iregquently ITatal, which
affected man in ths pasi. hove now practically disappeared and
o longer constitute 2 danger to healih,. Discases such as
Gholere, Typhus, Piopue and Diphtheria are novadays never scen
by medieal studenta, Diphthayis Dirst treated by anti-toxin to
reduce mortality rates, is now preventsd by immenisation commenced
during the Lasgt war, Befere immmisastion, the averags annual
notifications thoovghout lthe country were agver 55,000 and the
deaths nearly 2,800, The 1ast availahle fipurecs for 1957 show
3f notifications and six deaths, most of wheom hed not been
immmised.

Bearlet TFever, althougn s5Hill & notifiable infectious
disease, is nc longer the serious 1llness of the past when either
death or severe ccmplicaticno aflfecting the heart or kidneys were
not unmusual, The cdd case of Scarletv Fever cropping up here and
there is usvally merely an expression, in a ausceptible subject,
of a generalised streptococesl infeection in the public at large
and is not infreguently associated with an cutbrealk of nose and
throat infections.

Mleasles shows an increasing incidence, and no preventive
measures are availdble; the complications of measles however are
nowadays controlled by either entibiotics or new drugs and no
longer constituie 2 danper to 1life.

Pneumenle, uwnusally fatal in the past, particularly
in the elderly, csn now be treated wlth the new antibiotics and
drugs with a good chance of reccovery. Tuberculous Meningitis
and Cerebro Spinal Fever can &leio be cared for by similar methods,

The immmisation campalpn against Policmrelitis, after
a slow start, has at last grined the confidence and attention
of the publiec, although the derand for irmmunisction by the
older groups of 15 to 26 jyears was negligible until the
Unfgizunatﬂ death of a well lnown football player from Foliow-
mye is,

In view of the changing patterm of infectious diseases,
the law relating to notifiecatiom now reguires review and mod—
ification to bring it up to date. It is doubtful whether the
notification of Mecasles serves any useful purpose or is worth
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the cost entailed. In my opinion, notification of this
infection should ccasc to be required,

Rodioactivity from natural sources and the deveclopment
and application of atomic energy is assuming considerable
importance in public health., The destructive action on living
eclls is the same action of X rays or radium, the pioneers of
X~rays suffered considerably before adeguate protective measurecs
were considered necessSary. Natural sourcecs have always produced
radiation in variable amounts but in amcounts so amall and with
such limited spplication as to have 1little harmful effect.
Artificisl sources of radiatiem from the c¢xperimental explosion
of atomic bombs, to the usecof strontium to luminize watches have
becn under investigation as to their cumilative effect on man
for somec time, The estimatiom of Sftrontium 90 in drinking water
is thought advisable in some quarters but estimation requires
highly skilled technicians with considerable experience and
expensive equipment, lueh of the radicactivity in wvarious
flonds is fortunately exereted, the cumilative offect depends
ori the body mechanism controlling its retention. Milk, as a
source of redicactive strontium was given some press publicity
during the early months of the year,

The preventive measuree required by law and the greater
efficiency of ecurative medic_ene by the use of new drapgs and
eantibictics have greatly reduced the activities of Local District
Councils in the control of outbreaks of infeectious disease,
Massive outbreaks of serious infection are nowadays unlikely,
neverthelesas constant vigilance i3 stl1ll required to ensure that
the public receives a pure water supply, clean and vwholesome food,
prepared and distributed under hygienic conditions, safe milk
production and distribution, adequate housing, sewage disposal
and finally eclean agir.

L emy; Mr, Choirman, Ladics &
Gentlemen,

Your obedient Servant,

CaL. BROCMHEALD,






GENERAL STATISTICS.

EIE T ) e e et e R iy i

- 85,388
PﬂPu.lation u-rl-l--i-i-i-lnlili!lif!iiij‘.}jﬁ‘l-l'ﬂ

No. of inhabited houses (end of 1958 according to 8,353
the Bate Hook) 4 s & 5 v = & °F

Hateable Value & = % 4 & & & a ® ® B ® ¥ B 8 " = » --galii,_aﬁs
Bum represented by Penny Rate o o o ¢ & o 5 o 2 a = FI*QEE
VITAL STATISTICS

LIVE BIRTHS
BIRTHS MATE FEMALE TOTAL
Legitimate 260 245 505
Illegitimate = 15 21
Total 269 260 52¢,

Crmzde Birth Rate for the Districht + o o 5 s 5 s & = 15-? per 1000
of the ggpulatiﬁn.

Adjusted Birth Rate for the District . « - » » - « 20,09 psr 1000
of the population.

Birth Rate for England & Wales i s s ste s s s e 1Bl par 100D
of the population.

The following additienal statistical information is given
in accordance with the Council's request following consideration
of the 1957 Annual Report:-

Adjusted Birth Rate for the County¥ « + « « « « « « 18,67 per 1000
of the populaticn,
Adjusted Birth Rate for the Marlberough &
Ramebury R.DuCe o« o 18+6 per 1000
of the population,

The adjusted birth rate for the Distriect this year is
higher than the rate Tor 1557 which was 19,9 per 1000 of the
Pﬂp‘-'llati e

The population figure includes members of the Armed
Forces stationed in the area and the Birth Rate i1s based on this
population,. To make an approxXximate allowance Ifor the way in
which the sex and apge distributiom of the local population differs
from that for England & Wales as a whole, the Crude Birth Rate
for the area (15,7), is multiplied by the Area Comparability
Factor (i.e. 1.28).

STILL BIRTHS
MALE FEMALE TOTAL
Legitimate 9 8 17
I1legitimate 1 = 1
Total 10 8 18

Pifteen BEill Births were recorded during 1957.






DEATHS 6

Deaths recorded in the Rural District during 1958 were
g8 Tollowsi-=

Males Females Total
126 133 250

Crude Death Rate for the Bural District « « « « « « «fa] Pper
1000 of the population.

Adjusted Death Rate for the Rural District . « « « +11.01 per
1000 of the populaticn,

Dsath Rﬂtﬁ fDI‘ mglaﬂﬂ & Wales » s W ® a4 lll.-? P‘EI'
1000 of the population.

In accordance with the Counecil's request following
consideration of the 1957 Annual Report, the following
additional statistiecal detail is given:—

Adjusted Death Rate for Wiltshire . « « « « o = o » 10,45 per
1000 nf the population.
Adjusted Death Rate for Marlborsugh &
Ramsbury R.D.C. . " B s @ .11"‘1 per
1000 of the population,

The Adjusted Death Rate for the Rural District this year
is elightly higher than the figure given in the 1957 Annual
Report, which was 8,4 per 1000 of the population.

ANALYSIS OF CAUSES OF DEATH.

Males Females Total

Tuberculosis, respiratory
Tuberculesis, other
8yphilitic disease
Diphtheria
Whooping Cough
Heningococeal infections
Ac, Poliomyelitis
Measlee
Other infective & parecsitic diseases
Malignant neeglaam,stamﬂch

. ; , Lung, Bronchus

" " Breast

mn ] Utemﬁ
Other malignant & lymphatic neoplasms
Leukaemia, aleukaemia
Diattes
Vascular lesions of nervious system
Coronary disease, angina
Hypertension with Heart Disease
Other heart discase
Other circulatory disease
Influenza
Pneumonia
Bronchitis
Other disecases of respiratory system
Ulcer of stomach & dusdemim
Gastritis,enteritis, diarrhoea
Hephritis and nephrosis
Hyperplasia of prostate
Congenital malformations
Other defined and ill-defined diseases
Motor vehicle accidents
All other acecidents
Suicide
Homicide & operations of war

TOTAL ALL CAUSES 126

ol
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PREVALENCE AND CONTROL OF INFECTIOUS DISEASE. 7

The Tollowing table shows the infectious diseases
notified during 1958 with comparative figures since 1954:-

1954 1955 1956 1957 15958
a b a b a Tt a b a &]

DISEASE

Secarlet Fever
Whooping Cough
Diphtheria

Measles

Ac-: Pﬂli ElitiE
{Paralyt§2¥

Ae, Poliomyelitis
(Non=Paralytic)
Dysentery
Ophthalmia Negnatorum
Puerperal Pyrexia
Bmallpox

Para Typhoid Fever
Typhoid Fever

Food Poisoning
Erysipelas
Pneumonia

Cerebro Spinal
Fever.,

Encephalitis (Virus)

TOTALS :=

11 15 12 28 26 18
36 105 103 131 131 50

25 2§3 295 EG EEG 65
i Il

W H
Oy b=
GISE
o

&1

9

2 2

=
Lo
=
j = |
[

[
GHELIILLL o W
W 1 i1 R~ &1

WHOE I P S W

Eil£;l itl1 ﬂl
W e

WOINL LD

GIHWE 1 11 E W
Brwr 11w

[l
2

1
1
1
1
i
1

10 oIRPIIINIa® B B

I = celpr LW

Lo
]
I
1
1
i
[
l-l
H

87 L8 LL= FI09 298 853 860 LBL

5
£

"a'" = Numbers originally notified,
"B = Final numbers after correction,

There is &8 continued rise in the incidence of
Beariet Fever, This infection is nowadaya not a serious
illness, nevertheless isolation of the actual case, with
segregation and bacteriological examinationm of contacts,
particularly school children, food handlers and farm workers,
iz still desirable in wview of the large milk production in
the mral distriect.

Notification of Measles serves no useful purpose
and is time wading and expensive.

The absence of Poliomyelitis during the year will
be noted,

The 1 caeéses of Food Poisoning notified were, upon
investigation, found to have been caused by the Salmonella
organism, Apart from a farmer and his wife, refcrred to on
page 3 of this report, the remsining cases werec scattered
throughout the Rural Distriet and no common vector, such as
Tood was established in any casa,






TUBERCULOSIS 8

New cases of Tuberculosis notified and confimmed by
the County ChestiPhysician during the year, with comparative
figures for previous years since 1948, are given below.

TABLE 1 EW CASES NOTIFIED DUBRING
YEAR PULMONARY NON-PUIMONARY TOTAL
1918 1L T 21
1949 11 10 21
1950 30 2 £
1951 26 T e
1952 23 5 28
1953 24 8 32
1954 8 5 11
1955 18 ] 19
1956 11 2 13
1957 10 2 13
1958 15 2 17
TABLE 2 WEW CASES AND MORTALITY
DURING 1958 ACCORDING TO AGE AND SEX.
NEW GASES DEATHS
RESF, HON-REESP, RESE. HON-RESE,
M. F. M, Fe My B M F.
AGE GROUTPS
0
L
B 1 H i [
15 T il
25 il 2
35 2
45 1 1
55 2 1
65 upwards.
TOTALS 1 L 1 1 1 - - A

NOTE:~ The death of a female from Pulmonary Tuberculosis
shown in the table on page & of this report was
8 non notified case prior to death.

It should be noted that the above figures de not
represent the total number of individuals suffering from
Tuberculosis in the Rural District. In additien to the new
cases notified each yesar, a certain proportion of tuberculous
persong either move into the distriet, or move out. According
to the Register of Tuberculous Persons, the following notified
cases of tuberculosis were living in the Rural District at
the end of 1958,

TABLE 3
Males Females Total
Pulmonary Q1 L9 140
Non~Pulmonary 25 26 51
Total 116 75 191
MASS X-RAY

A Mobile X-Ray Unit operated in Corsham and Hawthorn
during July. A total of 867 persons attended for examination
with the following results.

Active TUDETrculoSlE « » o« » a = = » = «Nil
Inaﬂtive Tuber‘mlﬂais " B 8 ¥ B = = ® 2






O AND WHOOPING COUGH
IMMUNISATION.

The following children received primary immmisation
during 1958.

Under 1 year Apes 1=l 25 He
591 155,

TOTAL:- 770

Total immmised child population at 31,12,58
A_ﬁs_%:[y_ﬂ ears &EEEEE%{LM Iotal
5 5913

VACCINATION
The fpllowing children were vaccinated during 1958,

Unda§ 1 year Ages l-li years Ages S=15+

TOTAL 387

The ﬂa%iimag Assistance Act, 1948

Removal to suifablc premises

of persons in need of care and attention.

In FPebroary it was found necessary to enforce the
stetutory removal of an aged male living at Derry Hill, into
hospital, This man wae in urgent need of care and attention
and compulsory removal to hospltal was only made after all
attecmpts to persuade the patient to enter hospital voluntarily
had failed,
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I am indebted to Mr R.A. Witham, the Council's
Engineer, for the following information on the Council's
Water Undertakings.

SOURCES .

Widdenham, The minimum yleld from the springs recorded
during the year was 89,000 gallons a daye. The lowest recorded
yield is Eﬁ,ﬂﬂﬁ gallons., The total ¥wield during the year was
122,565,000 gallons, an inerease of 20% on last year.

For 30 weeks this source was self supporting
compared with 22 weels last year., During the remainder of the
year the source was supplemented with vater obtained from
Chippenham Bofough.

No alterations or major repalrs have been
carried out at the station during the year,

Nettleton, The yield from this borehole of 31,203,000
gallona in the year shows a substantial increase over last year.
The yield seems to vary considerably from year to year, but is
always substantially less than its original capacity.

Goodshill. At 57,425,000 gallons the yield from the two
boreholes was slightly less than lasat yeanr, The lowest level
recorded was 88 compared with 96 feet last year.

Washwells, This spring continues to yield a small supply
of cheap water. The gradual development of building in its

neighbourheood will ultimately result in its sbandonment. This
hes been envisaged in the scheme for improving the wvater supply
8t Box reportcd on elsewhere.

8laughterford. This is a very small bulk supply taken from a
rivate source, It supplies part of the village of Slaughter-
ord.

Bulk Bupplies., No change in the bulk supply agreements has
taken place during the year. Bupplies ars obfained from
Chippenham Borough, Malnessbury R.D.C., Cricklade & Wootton
Baseett R.D. and the Air Hinistry.

Chlorinatien., With the exception of Slaughterford, all supplies
are chlorinated. o other trecatment is given.

Adequacy of Sources.

Attention is again drawn to the closing gep
between consumptlon and available water.

Consumption. Available,
195 5=6 1,164,000
1956--7 1,191,000 1,677,000 gallans/day

19578 1,324,000
1958-9 1,333,000

This should propcrly be a matter for the proposed
Water Board, but i% is possible consideration of this camnot be
delayed until the formation of the Board.

DISTRIBUTION,
!Ej EEE £ EEEtem--

The completion of the West Kington scheme has
removed danger of shortage from that area, the Box & Corsham
scheme will do the same for Kingsdown, and the Yatesbury scheme
Tor ¥Yatesbury. However, there are other places where it is
inereasingly obvious that the present distribution scheme is
becoming inadequate. The areas concerned are (1) Foxham,Tythertan
and Christian Malford(2) Kington Langley (3) Corsham High Street






VATER SUFPLIES (CONTINUED)

Statistics for year 1958-9 and corresponding fipgures for 1957-8

11

Population

Private Houscs

Genersl Statistics.

Ditto, owned by Bervice Departments

Total houses

Houses supplied with water by R.D.C.
Ditto, by other authorities

Total houses supplied with water
Estimated percentage of population

New connectiens made

1957=8 19569
35,160 : 33,640
7,80L 7,862
549 549
8,353 8,411
5,721 5,901
1,255 1,270
6,989 i e |
supplied 8653 B8%
171 12
1,028 1,057

Woter meters in use at end of year

Sgurce

Chippenham Borough,

Widdenham
Nettleton
Goodshill
Washwells
8laughterford

Malmestury R.D.C.
Comptan Bassett (R.A.F.

Yatesbury

Cricklade & Wootbon Basdett R.D.C.

+ eetimated,

Position
Rudlpe

Washwells
Kingsdowmn
Ditteridge
Yatton Keynell
Kington Langley
Foxham

Colernc
Hilmarton
Velley HilX
Bowden Hill
Widdenham
Marshfield
Total storage

capacity.

Production of ater,

Yewstock 1,531,000 61,560,000

Corsham 1T
Eagstern Arca =

1,865,000 102,917,000
6,249,000 91,256,000

Other places 6.357,000 i,g%,%
;002,000 259, » 000

10
1

2,233,000 122,565,000
9,295,000 31,209,000

59,712,000 572425, 000

9,837,000 7 4806,000

70,000+ 70, 000+

3,036,000 5;250,000

3 153,000 233,000
1,675,000 1,352,000

. 000 000

52,019,000 Eﬁg,gﬁg,uun
galions gallons

BESFRVOIRS.
Capacity Remarks

163,000 gallons
99,000

18,000
19,000

8,000
150, 000
50,000

~_50.000
1,1gzxggg

High level, L
elevated tanks
Low level, 3
resemroirs.

Elevated tanlk,
Water Tower
Water Tower
Water Tower

3 reservoirs

This is equivalent to 21 hours supply at the present average

rate of consumption.






WAT 8 (CONTINUED)

Regular sampling for bacteriological cxamination of
all the Council's water undertakings is a routine measurc,
Estimatione of the chlorine content have alse been arranged
at the time of samplling and the Engineer is immediately informed
of the results. Samples from the Reservoirs at Yewstock,Five
Ways and Bowden Hill are also regularly sampled cach week and
an estimation of the chlorine content of the water going into
supply is made at the same time. Since these rescrveirs are
filled from the Chippenham Bore Source, the Chippenham Borough
Engineer is also informed of the results,

SEWERAGE AND SEWAGE DISPOSAL.

A comprehensive report on sewage disposal was given
to the Publiec Health Committee on the 30 Jul 58, However,
the following additional information is recordeds

Yatton Keynell,

The sewerage of Yatton Keynell, including the extension
of the Sewage Works at Longdean, was completed in December of
this jyear,

Box.

Ministry approval was given to Part 1 of the Box
Bewerage Scheme in September, and the Council gawye authority
for the scheme to go out to tender as soon as the necessary
Contract documents and plans had been reparcd.

Part 1 consists of :=

(a) The construction of a Sewage Works to serve the
whole drainage area.

(b) Laying of new sewens and removal of certain
existing sewere in Box willage and the construction
of the main Pumping Station,

(e) Laying of new sewers to serve Box Hill and Ashley
arcas,

North Eastern Drainage Scheme,

Little progrees during the year on the completion of
this scheme ready for submission to the Ministry,






REPCRT OF TaE SENIOR PUBLIC HEALTo INSPECTOR. 13

T0i— The Chairman and Hembers of the Calue and Chippenham
Rural District Couneil.

- M¥r,Chairman, ladies and Centlemen,

I have the honour to report on the detailed work carried
out in the Public Health Department during 1958,

In addition to the many routine duties, particular
attention has been given to the problem of gewer connections in
the Parish of Biddestone, and I am glad to report that by the end
of December a 100% connection wes almost achieved,

The Poultry Packing Station recently planned in the
Parish of Sutton Benger was completed in June and went immediately
inte production on a large scale,

The Factory is well designed and provided with the most
modern equipment and stcrage facilities and I am pleased to report
that a very happy and ococ—operative relationship has already been
established nith the Cornany.

The most slgnificent change in public health law during
this year hae been in respect of Slaughterhouse Legislation, The
following Acta received the Royal fssent and come into operation
during 1958 or the lst Janmuary 1959:—

the Slsughterhouses Act 1958.
the Slaughter of Anirmals Act 1958,
The Slaughterhouses gﬂent Inspection Grant) Regulations 1958 .
the 3laught erhoveecs (Hygiene) Regulations 1958,
The Slaughter of Animals (Prevention of Cruelty)
Regulations 1958,

As B result of routine endquiries and survey mode in the
Bowden Hill area of Lacock, it was »everled that the existing private
wat er aupgly to a number of vproperties in the area had become grossly
contaminated end energetic following—up action secured the connection
of all these houses to the Qouncills public water main,

Your officere have spent a great deal ¢f time advising
owners of house property on the suitability of their properties for
lmprovement grant purposes &nd in addition to theec tentative enquiries
34 echemes were formolly approved, one refused, | are still under
coneideration, and 5 withdrawn. 37 bousee were improved during the
year with the aid of improvement grants and a number of other
cottages and houses are in various ciages of completion,

The persistent and heavy outbrea’ oi dysentery experienced
in 1957 did not recur to any great extent during 1958, but enquiriles
wﬁre made in connection with various emall ocutbreaks reported during
the year,

I should like to thank all the Public Eealth Department for
their continued support, and Dr,Broorkead for his co—operation and
advice,

I am indeed grateful to the Council for sc readily agreeing to
and adopting the many recommendationa I have made on public health
metters, which I trust have helped in no small wey to improve the

environmental circumstancez of the district,
I have the honour to be, Ladies and Gentlemen,

Your obedlent cervant,

H.J. TAYLOR

Senlor Public Health Inspector,






SUKMARY OF PUBLIC EEALTA INSPECTORS' VISITS IN 1958,
1958,
General Sanltatica
Water supply 169
Drainsage 447
Btables and piggeries b3
Tents, vans and sheds 273
Factories - power Tl
non—power 5
Workplaces 2
Qutworkers 8
Bakehouses 13
Public conveniences T1
Licensed premises 38
Refuse collecticn 31
Refuse disposal 114
Rate and Mice 27
Atmospheric pollution 2
Schools 5
gheps — food 48
Nuisances 206
Water samples 407
Miscellanecus sanitary visits 315
Housing,
Under Public hcalth Acts:—
Ho, of houses inapected 18
No. of visits paid to above houses a7
Under Housing Acts:-
No. of houses inepected 66
No, of visits paid to above houses 115
Overcrowding:-
Mo, of houses inspected f
Ho, of visits paid to above houses &
Filthy or verminous premises:—
No, of premises inapected 14
No, of visits psld to above premises 21
Vieite in oonnection with Housing Improvement Grants 201
Miscellaneous housing vieits 125
Infeoticus Dlseases,
Inquiries into cases of infectious diseases 130
Vieite re disinfection 25
¥igcellaneous infectious diseamsc visits 103
Food poisoning enquiries 20
Y.ont and Food Ipspections,
Inspections uvf meat:-
Vieits to elaughterhouses and knackers yard 6
Vieits to shope and stalle 3
Other premises 2
Visits to;--
Butchers 28
Canteens 1
Dairies and milk distributors 40
Fishmongers and poulterers 11
Food preparing premises 22
Grocers 102
Greengrocers and fruiterers 13
Ice cream premises 82
Market stalls 2
Restaurants and cafes 38

8treet vendorse! and hawkers! carts

1
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1358, 1957.

Tigits in connection with sampling, 15

+ Milk = bactericlogical 130 139
biological 18

Ice cream 144 1j2

Yieitse in connection with:

Town planning 22 129

Petrol and carbide 39 4

Surveying 604 53

4726 4861
104 62
DRAINAGE,
Huisances,

A variety of nuisance complaeints have been investigated
resulting in some 206 visits and inspections, Many of these complaints
referred to drainage nuisances which cannot be permanently remedied,

The proposed extensive sewerage scheme for Box and the contemplated
scheme for the north-eastern parishes of Kington 5t ,Michael, Kington
Langley, Sutton Benger, Christian Malford, Brerhill (Part of), will
#0 a long way to permanently resclving these diffionlties.

The statutory notice served under S8ection 50 of the Fublic
Health Act 1937 in respect of 5, Timberleaze, Gastard, was complied
with, the property being provided with a complete new drainage systenm,

Connections to Sewer.

Biddestone,

Persistent and diffioult negotiations have been pursued with
owners of property in Biddestone in an effort to obtain an 100%
connection of propertiee tc the public sewer.

It has been necessarg to serve statutory notices under
gection 39 of the Public Health Aot 1937, in the case of nine
propertiee not provided with satisfactory means of drainage,

The relative position as regards connection to the sewer,
compared with 1957, is as set out below:-

Wo, of properties connected to the sewer 9L (73)

No, of properties with work started 1l B

No, of properties with satiefactory drainsge 14 14

Ho, of properties not ccnnected 1r (35
Box,

fublic Enguiry intc Bewerage 8 dreme prepared by Council's Engineer,

At the public enguiry held in July in connecticn with the
above sewerage dispcsal scheme, I was called upon to glve evidence
relating to the present sanitary circumstances within the area, and
the information I presented contained the following details:

Water SBurvey Details,

Properties connected to public water mains T
rrivate piped supplies

Common wells

Private wells

Combined private supplies standpipes

Common supply standpipes

Private supply standpipes

Open spring catchpit supply

el B

l_l'
pa






SANITARY SURVEY DETAILS ABSTRACTED FROM SURVEY REPORT. .

Total o, of houses and premises 836 plus 26 caravans
Estimated population to be provided with sewers 2770
Approved future developments 45 houses
Premises connected to existing sewer }ggi 655
by with other satisfactory drainage 2
" with unsatisfactory drainace 181
" with W.6.'s 661
n with E.,0.'s 156
" with Privies 2
“ with fixed baths R0

the Minister has now received the report of his Inspector
on the enquiry and it is anticipated that authority teo proceed with
the scheme will be given in 1959,

Yatton Keynell

The new sewerage scheme for Yatton Keynell was in course of
construction during the year and it was completed and ready for use
by about the 14th October,

A few enguiries were recelved concerning the connection of
properties to the sewer, but only one or two connections were actually
made bty the end of the year.

Determined efforts will be made in 1959 to secure an 100%
connection,

- BAMPLING OF SEWAGE EFFLUEST,

The routine work of taking samples of the effluente from the
Council's public sewage disposal works and larger Couwcil House sewage
disposal plants has continued throughout 1958 and the undermentioned
reporte have been received:-

Satisfactory, Unsatisfactory,
Sewage Disposal Works:
Colerne L 1
Castle Combe (Long Dean) 1 —
Corshan 1 1
Lacuck 2 -
Sewage Disposal Flants:
Bremhill (Wick Bridge) 1 1
Calne Without (Studley) 1 -
Cherhill At -
Christian Malford (Coronation
Close) 1 2
Horth fWraxall (Ford) : -
Sutton Benger (Seagry Hill) 2
Sutton Benger (Upper Seagry) 2 =
12 i

The Council's Engineer is kept fully informed on these
results so that he can take sppropriate action should any of these
reports be unsstisfactory.

PUBLIC CONVENIEKRCES,

The public convenriences provided at Box, Castle Combe,
Colerne and Corsham have continued to be maintained in a satisfactory

A number of alrmen who were responsible for dama%ing the
public convenience at Colerne were summonsed by the Council and duly
convicted after a succeseful prosecution,






"he existing convenience at Lacock situated near the &7
Red Lion Inn and previously provided by the generosity of the late
¥ise Talbot of Lacock Abbey, was tranaferred to the ownership of
the Council and the necessary improvements executed by the Council's
Buildinge Department.

The improvements included the provision of a new gentlemen's
convenience, containing one W.C,, urinal stalls, and wash-hand basin,
and the provision of electric light and wash-hand basins in the
ladies! lavatories,

REFUSE COLLECTION ALD DISFOSAL.

There have been no additione to the refuse collection and
disposal staff, which is made up of:-

One working foreman

One tip attendant

Four drivers

Five loaders or ash-bin men
One peper baler.

It has been rether difficult to maintain the service during
holiday times and occasignal labour has had to be engaged and a certain
amount of overtime work permitted.

The "Howard" Bulloader hap proved & very wise investment and
has performed a large amcunt of work in levelling the refuse and
providing and covering the refuse with top soil,

The machine has been found to be heavy on maintenance repairs
owing to the difficult conditions under which it is working, and much
wear and tear is experienced, particularly to the tracks,

A larze area of approximately 4-5 acres of reclaimed land at
the Inwood refuse tip, Lacock, will be handed back to the owner during
1959, ready to be used for agricultural purposes again,

The various other tips at Sutton Benger, Spirthill,
Yateesbury and Burton have been reasonably well maintained, and certain
fencing improvements have been carried out at Sutton Benger and
Yatesbury .

The old tipping area at Burton tip has been levelled,
covered with top soil and re-seeded, and the tenant of this small
plece of land ies delighted with the results, The eastern end of this
emall parcel of partislly—excavated quarry land ie now being used for
tipping purposes.

Negotiations for the use of a quarry at The Rooks
Marghfield, have been completed and the site is being fenced and
prepared for future tipping operations,

During the year the 1950 7-cublo-yard Bedford refuse lorry
has been replaced by a H-ton Bedford tipping lorry which has been
used to tow the Bulloasder and to transport ashes and scil to the
various refuse tips, The foremen's Austin Truck has been replaced
by a Ford van,

The Qouncil'!s fleet of refuse vehicles consists ofi—

One 10-cubio-yard Bedford purchased in 1950
One 10-cubic—yard Bedford " n 1951
one 18-cubic—yard Shelvoke and Drewry " n 1922
One l2-cutic-yard Bedford " G U

One H5-ton lorry n " 1958
One Ford van " n 1958

It will be necessary to replace the 1l0-cubic~yerd Bedford,
purchased in 1950, during the ensuing year,
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The mileage figures and comparative running coste are
saet out below:—

Refuse Costs (for "calendar" year):

"otal cost £10,230 £5,851
Collection & 403 £6,921
Disposal £ 2,817 £1,930

Per thousand population
Collection £ 208 Es; 1-53%
Disposal £ 79 £ 52

Per head of population
Collection 4/2d, E;sfgd_
Disposal 1/74d, 1/0¢,

Refuse collected, 2230 (2437) loads, &Eprﬁximatcly S?gﬁ tone (6459)
Total mileaze 38,873 35,661
FPetrol, gallons E ,g 1,533
Diesel pil, gallonse 2,00 3

The cost of maintaining thie service has continmued to
increase, partly due to rising running eoste, wage increasea, and the
high cost of maintaining and adeguately covering the refuse deposited
at the refuse tips. there is of course, a steady incremse in the
total tonnage of refuse collected,

I feel that I should express my thanks to the outside staff

who carry out these rather unpleasant daily tasks, regularly and
efficiently, with little fuss or bother, and few grouses,

SUPPLY OF DUSTEINS.

The Council has continued the purchase and re-sale at ocost
price plus a small delivery charge, of dustbins to ratepayere in the
Council's district, and this has proved a useful service to the public,
95 dustbine were sold during the year,

LITTER BASKETS

The wire litter-baskets provided in the Parishes of Box,Corsham,
Oastle Combe, Oalne Without, Cclerne, Kington Langley, Lacock and
Langley Burrell, have been maintained and emptied regularly, and
these baskets have contributed towards the general improved conditions
in the streets of these parishes, It is regretted however, that so
many of these baskets are damaged by thoughtless hooliganisem,

The Council has also provided and fixed large 40-gallon
0il drums at the lay-bye constructed by the Wilts County Council on
the roads A,420, A.429 and 4,350, in the parishes of 3ox, Kington
Langley, Lacock, Horth Wpaxall and Sutton Benger, and the experiment
has proved successful, but I again have to report that these are
being misused, particularly by van and lorry drivers who clean out the
interior of their vehicles and leave these receptacles filled to
overflowing with a miscellany of materials,

WASTE PAPER.

The quantity of waste paper collected exceeded last year's
total by 41 tons, and totalled E?E tons, which is a very satisfactory

figure,

The income from the sale of this paper reached £1825, and
it is my ultimate aim, provided the selling price for waste paper
remaing constant, to acﬁieve a target of £2000 per anmum, and this
could be attained with the full support of the ratepayers of the
District and an all-out effort by tﬁe refuse collecticon staff,

tThe quantity of waste paper collected has reached such
Proportions that it has been necessary to employ a men full-time on
paper baling,
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I Pave to report however, that the ¥issen hut at Woodlands
East Qamp, Corsham, is rapidly deteriorating, and within the
foreseeable future some more suitable premises will have to be
provided for the purpose.

SCHAF METAL,

The salvage of waste metal, such as tins and other small
gontainers, ceased early in the summer when the subsidy of £4
per ton was withdrawn, and the scrap-metal merchant from Swindon
intimated that he could no longer accept this material from the
Counecil, Actually, 7 tons was salvaged, valued at £28,

QFFERSIVE TRADES
Fublic Eealth Act 19%a, Bection 107:

There sre no offensive trade establishments, as deiined by
S8eection 107 of the Public Health Aect 1930, within the area of the
Counecil,

FRIED FISH SoQr3,

The two fried-fish-and-chip shops situated at Boxfields
Box, and Eigh B8treet, Cvolerne, have been satisfactorily maintained,
tut routine vieits to these premisee are essential in order to ensure
that the provisions of the Council's Food Byelaws are being observed,

MOVEABLE DWELLINGS

FUBLIC HEALYa ACT 1936, SECTION 269:
Licences autiorising perapns to erect or station and ns8e
Yoveable Dwellings:

the number of individual caravans stationed in the Rural
District (other than on licensed sites), is now 89, as compared with
91 in 1957. The sctual mumbers in each parish are indicated in the
table following:

Farishes with Licensed lMoveable Dwellings:
Licences 1ssued:

1958, 1957, 19658 . 1957
Biddestone 1 Wil  hilmarton 9 10
Box 8 10 Kington Langley 1 Nil
Bremhill 5 5  Kington St . Michael 2 %
Calne Without 1 6 Lacock 5
Cherhill A 5 Langley Burrell 1 il
Chippenham Without 8 10 Hettleton 3 2
Christian Malford b 6  North Wraxall 2 1
Colerne 5 10 Fewsham 2 i
Corsham 15 1l Sutton Benger 5 2
Heddington 1 1 TYatton Keyhell 3 1

There are two licensed caravan sites, one at Box accommodating
26 caravans, and another at Thickwood, Colerne, capable of receiving
15, and these have been fully occupied during the year,

Frogress has been made concerning the lease of land at
Bradford Road, Corsham, for a caravan site for 32 caravans, toc be
provided by the Council and towards the end of the year planning
consent was obtained in "outline", for the development proposed, and
it is hoped that this site will be available for use sometime during
the summer of 1959,
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PUBLIC HEALTH ACT 1936, SECTIONS 83-85.

Filthy and verminous premises or articles and verminous persons,

- T ere has been a slicht increase in reported cases of
verminous premises and in every case a very thorough treatment of
the verminous furniture and premises has been carried out with the

full authority of the individuala affected,

The help of the County Welfare Officer has been sought in
one or two instances and his support has been invaluable,

INFECTIOUS DISEASE,

Dysentery

There was no seriocus dysentery epidemio during 1958, but
enquiries were made at various times during the year in respect of
suspected cases in the parishes of Box, Calne Without, Chippenham
Without, Compton Basegett, Heddington, Hettleton and North Wraxall,

Boarlet Fever,

Enguiries were also made in comnection with 31 notifications
of ecarlet fever and the usual routine disinfection of premises and
clothing arranged,

FOOD AND DRUGS ACT 1955,
FOOD HYGIENE REGULATIONS 1955,

341 inspections and visits have been made to food premises
and I am pleaged to report that the continued improvement in the
appearance and management of these premises has been maintained,

It was not considered necessary to take any statutory action
under the provisions of the Food Hygiene Regulations,

Food premises in the area:

Grocers 1n
General BStores 63
Butchers 10
Fish and fruit 6
Restaurants and Cafes ¥
Fish-and-ghip shops e
Bakers 10

1315

Poultry Packing and Procgessing Biations,

Sutton Benger,

Wiork on this Poultry Packing Station, which had received
planning approval during 1957, proceeded at a rapid rate throughout
the early part of 1958 and 1t was almost completed by the beginning
of June, The finishing touches continued for a few weeka, but the
factory commenced production during the middle of June,

It is a well—-constructed fectory, containing the most
modern equipment and machinery available for such an undertaking,

Owing to the absence of a public sewnge disposal works in
the parigh, the Company was obliged to construct their own sewage
diepoeal works, and I would like to acknowledge my thanks to
Mr,.D,E, Tucker, Inspector of Pollution and Fisheries, Bristol Avon
Rlver Board, for his cooperation and advice on the design for a sewage
dieposal works suitable for this kind of factory.
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As the Council could not make available the KO,000
gallons of water per day required at the factory, the Company sank
their own borehole on their land, and after reaching some 260 feet
they were fortunate in striking a water-bearing etratum which gave
them an approximate yield of 50,000 gallons per day.

Bacteriological examination and chemical analysis of the
borehole water indicated that the water was organically pure, and
bacteriological results excellent, and it was therefore fit for
human consumption, Chemical anaiysls revealed however, that the
water had a high salt content, but this did not render the supply
unsuitable for the use proposed,

Routine vigites are made to the factory to ensure that the
Food Hygiene Regulaticns are being complied with, but it is quite
impossible with the present staff to ensure 100% inspection of the
output of the factory, which waries from 12,000 - 15,000 brollers
per day,

The presence of the factory has led to an occasional
nuisance complaint due to unpleasant smells emanating from the
factory, and the cause hae been traced to the by-products section
and efforts are being made to overcome this,

Corsham

A director of the Company at Sutton Benger has applied
for and obtained planning consent to the use of Ministry of Works
premises at Potley Lane, Corsham, for the processing and packing
of poultry, and this consent wae granted on the 12th May,

The necessary bullding alterations were Erﬂceeded with
and the factory was ready for production towards the end of the year,

Ice Cream (Heat Treatment etc.) Begulations 1947,
Ice Cream (Heat Treatment etc,) Amendment Regulations 1952,

68 premises are now registered for the storage and sale
of ice cream as compared with 71 in 1957,

The regular sampling of ice cream over the past 5 years
has had beneficial results as not one sample of the 167 samples
taken during 1958 was graded within Grades III or IV, which grades
are regarded as being uneatisfactory,

Comparisons between the tables for 1956, 1957 and 1958
indicate the improvements achieved,

Ho ice cream is now mamufactured in the Couneil's district,

Premises registered for the storage and sele of Ice Cream,

Box 10 hilmarton 2
Bremhill 2 Kington Langl 4
Calne #Without 2 Kqngton 5t,Michael 2
Castle Combe 3 Lacock 4
Cherhill 3 Langley Burrell Without ul
Colerne 5 liettleton 1
Compton Bassett 2 North Wraxall 2
Chippenham Without 1 Pewsham 3
Corsham 17 Sutton Benger 2
Grittleton 1 stanton 8t ,Quintin 1
Heddington 1 Yatton Eeynell 2

Bampling, :

1958 1957 1356

Grade I 152 109 102

B3 § =5 14 4g

11T — 4 1

v = 2 48

167 127 210
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LICENSED PREMISES.

8ince the end of World War II the Brewery Companies have
expended & great deal oi money onl improvement of llcensed premises
within the rural district and most premises have been modernised and
provided with adequate sanitary facilities,.

38 inspections have been made of licensed premises and no
serious breachee of public health legislation are to be reported,

BAKEHOUSES
The 12 bakehouses within the District have been kept under

review and 13 inspections have been made, I can report minor
improvements to certain bakehouses, as follows:-

Bremhill = Castle Combe 2

Colerne 1 Cherhill 1

Corsham 3 Kington 8% Kichael 1

Hilmarton 1 Sutton Benger 1

FOOD _AWD DRUGS ACT 1955, SECTICH 55:
Knacker's Yard, Heddington,

Regular visite have been made to these premises and the
co-—-operation of the occupier has been secured in ensuring that the
premiges sre generally maintained in a satisfactory manner,

The return of horses killed at the knacker's yard, reguired
by the Slaughter of Animals (Prevention of Cruelty)(lNc.2) Regulaticns
1954, has been forwarded to the Ministry of Agriculture, Fisheries
and Food, the return shows that 42 horses have been received at
the yard,

RUGS ACT 1 SECTION 62,
=0USES ACT 19h4,

SLAUGATER OF ANIMALS [AMENDMENT) ACT 1954,

Ho private or public slaughterhouses are in operation in
the Council's district, All home—killed meat is obtained from
Bath, Bristol, Chippenham, Swindon or Weston—super-lare,

SLAUGHTERACUSES ACT 1958,

This Act came intu operation on the lst August 1958,
It amenda certain of the provisions of the Food and Drugs Act 1955
relating to slaughterhouses and knackers! yards a.d it alsc amends
the Slaughter of Animals Acts 1933-54 and Section 151(1) of the
Factories pct 1937 which deals with safety, health and welfare of
the workers,

ew regulatisus will bte introduced to secure hygienic
construction, layout and equipment of slaughterhouses and for the
prevention of cruelty to animals,

Slaughterhouse Reporte: BSection 3 of Slaughterbouses Act 1958,

Under thisg section, in due course, each local authority
will have to review and report to the Minister oni

(a) the existing and probable future requirements of their
district for slaughterhouse facilities; and

(b) the facilities which are, or are likely, to become available
to meet those requirements,
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As reported before, there are no slaughterhouses
licensed or registered in the Rural Distriecet and all vholesale
meat is bought from establis‘ments in places as far apart as
Weston-super-Hare, Bristol, Bath, Chippenham and Swindon.

In order to obtain the information required under (b),
cloase liamison will have to be made witr the abovementioned
authorities,

SLAUGETER JF AWIMALS ACT 1 :
SLAUGETER OF ANIMALS {ma‘ﬂnzuw"ﬂ AGT 1954,

Three slaughtermen's licences were issued during the
gear to men engaged on slaughtering animals at the Knacker's Yard,
eddington,

SLAUGATER OF PIGS (ANAFSTGESIA) REGULATICHS 1958,

These regulations permit the use of a proceas of
anaeathesis by carbon-dioxide gas in connection with the
8laughtering of pige under safeguards against the infliction of
unnecessary suffering,

FOOD AND DRUGS ACT 19h5,

Registration of Dairies other than Dairy Farms,
and of Distributers,

1958 1957
No. of registered dairies 16 14
Fo, of registered distributeors 30 20

Distribution of Dairies,

Hox 3 Christian Malford 1
Compton Bassett 2 Cor sham il
Oalne Without 1 Colerne 1
Lacock 1 Castle Combe i
Yatton Keynell 1 Hettleton 1

1255 1957

No. of dairies 16 14

No. of visits 40 64

All dairies have been visited and inspected regularly
and particular attention has heen paid %o the methods and
procedure for bottle washing and storage of hottled milk,

"hese methods are most carefully checked if milk sold
from a particular premises has failed to pass the Methylene 3lue Test,

Milk (Special Designation)(Pasteurised and Sterilised Milk)
Regulations 1049-h3,

No. of dealers' licences to use special

designaticn "Pasteurised" 18 (18)
Ho, of dealers! supplementary licences to use

special designation "Pasteurised" 10 (10)
Box = Calne Without 1
Christian ¥elford 1 Colerne 1
Compton Bassett s Corshanm [
lacock 2 Hettleton 1
Yatton Keynell 1






Milk (Bpecial Designation)(Raw Milk) Regulations 194553, ek

No, of dealers' licences %o use special designation

"Tuberculin Tested" 18 (18)
Wo, of dealers! supplementary licenges to use

special designation "Tuberculin Tested" 12 (11)
Box £ Compton Bassgett &

Calne Without 1 Corsham 5

Castle Combe 1 Lacock e

Christian Malford 1 Nettleton 1

Colerne 1 Yatton Keynell 1

Milk Sampling of T,T, Milk,

d _ Regular monthly wmilk samples have been taken, and of the
125 gamples submitted to test, llo were passed as complying with
the Methylene Blue Test and there were 9 failures,

Samples of empty sterilised milk pottles are sent to the
Public Health laboratory, Bath, for rinese testing, and of the
9 series tested, 5 were passed as satiafactory and 4 reported as
unsatisfactory,

Methylene Blue Test,

Passed, Failed. Total,
116 (131) 9 (18) 125 (146)
Biological: 5

Bottle Rinses: 5 geries passed,.
{4 series failed,

BHOPS ACT 1950, SECTION 38,

Lighting, Ventilation, Temperature, and Provision of Sanitary
Conveniences

48 Inspections were made at shop premises, and no
gontravent ions of Section 38 were discovered,

HOUSING AND RERT ACTS,
RENT ACT 1957: Eection 2, lst Schedule

A number of applications for"Certificates of Disrepair"
have been received and dealt with and the position with regard to
these applications iz set out below:

Applications for Certificates of Disrepair:

(1) Wo. of applications for Certificates 4
(2) No, of decisions not 4o issue Certificates Hil

(3) No. of decisions to issue Certificates:

(a) in respect of some but it all defects 4
(b) in respect of all defects Nil

(4) Wo, of undertakings given by landlords under
Paragraph 5 of the lst Schedule Nil

(5) No. of undertakings refused by local authority
under proviso to Paragraph 5 of the lst Sciiedule Hil

(6) Ho, of Certificates issued 4
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(7) Yo, of applications by landlords to local authority

for cancellation of Certificates 4
(8) No, of objections by tenante to cancellation of

Certificates 2
(9) Ho. of decisions by local asuthority “o cancel in

spite of tenanta' objection 1
(10) Ho, of Certificates cancelled by local authority 3

HOUSING ACTS,

It will pe noted from the statistics presented below,
that very little statutory action under the various Housing Actﬂ
was taken during the year, This has been due to the cmphasis
which fe Council has placed on the repair and reconditioning of
rropertieca, and most of our efforts have been devoted to this end,

It should not be overlooked however, that several hundred
visite have been made to various properties within the rural district
in connection with minor complainte of defectsa to cottages, such as
leaking roofs, dampnese, inadequate cooking and heating facilities,
unsatisfactory closet accommodation ete, Those complaints are
itovestigated, and where necessary informal letters are aent to the
regpective owners, agking for certain remedial work tobe carried out,

I have given the Council a full report on the progress made
in connection with 3lum Clearance and Improvement Grant work since
1950, and as a result of my report the Council has decided to
gppoint an 2dditicnal Inspector to Bpﬂed up Slum Clearance work anc
other public health and housing duties, and during 1959 greater
emphasis will be given to this aspect of the Councilis housing
responsibilities,

EOUSING SYATISTICS.

1, Inspection of Dwellinge during the vear,

(1) 1Inspected “r housing defects under the Public
Health Act 315

(i1) Inspected for defeots undcr the Housing Acts 326

(iii) Ho. of dwellinge found fo be so dangerous or
injurious te health as to be uafit for habitation 4

2, Remedy of Defects by Informal Action,

Ho, of dwellings rendered fit in conseguence of
informal action (not fit in all respects) 10

%. Action under Statutory Powers (Public Health and

Eousing Acte).

A, Proceedings under Secction 11l of the Housing
Act 19% and Section 16 of the¢ Housing Aot 1957:

(i) No, of Demolition Orders made Fil
(i1) &Wo. of houses demolished as a result

of Demolition Orders : 1
(iii) No, of undertakings accepted Nil

(iv) He. of undertakings complcted Hil
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B, Procecedings under Scction 12 of the Housing
Aot 1936, Section 3 of the Eousing Act 1949,
the Local Governmént (Miscellanecous Provisions)
Act 1953, and Sections 17, 18 and 27 of the
Housing Act 1957 :

(1) Ho. of dwecllinge where Closi ng Orders
wmere made Nil

(11} Ho. of dwellings closecd a8 a result of
Closing Ordcrs or undcrtakines by owner Wil

(iii) Ho, of dwecllings where Clesing Orders
were cancelled in consegueince of premiscs
being made f£it 3

0. Proceedinge under 3ection 57 of the Housing
Act 1936 and Section 76 of the Housinz Act 1957;

(1) No, of casece of overcrowding at end of year Unknown
{ii) ©Ho, of ceses discovered during the ycar &
(iii) No. of cases abated during the year Nil,

BEOUSING ACT 1 i
EEﬁETﬁE‘tTTEﬁ%%;AL PROVISIONS) ACT 1958,

IMPROVEMENT GRANTS

Fewer improvement grant applications were received during
1958 as compared with 1956-57, but many informal enquiriecs were wmade
and dealt with in addition to the formal epplications,

I am sure these improvemeft grants have asgisted materially
in securing the rcconditioning of many cottages and housce to & muach
highcr standard than would have been *the case had no grant becn
available, indeed ite a number of cottages could not have becn
improved ecconomically without the assistance of suclh grantse,

Details of Granta:

Ho, of spplications recceived e 55
Ho. of applications approved 34 42
Ho, of applications refused il 2
Ho., of applicatione under considcraticn T 15
Ho, of applications withdrawn 5 7
fio. of houses improved with *the aid of Grants 37 (53)
Value of Improvement Grants made £11,312 (£15,761)

BUILDING BYELAWS: PUBLIC HEALTH ACT 193%c: SECTION 61,

The number of plans received for approval under the
gcunﬂil'a Bullding Byclaws was just over 300, nearly 50 less than
or 1957,

There waa an increase in the mumber of new housca
approved for ercction, being 70O, as compared with B0 in 1957,

Flans Reccived, Work Complcted.

Additions to houses
Septic tenks

Garagea

Internal altcrations
Industrial buildings
Agricultural buildings
Bathrooms

Bewer conre cticns
Licensed promises

Business premises
New dwellinge
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WATER SUPPLIES

Water Samples.

Somc 387 water samplcs were taken, compared with 219 in
1957. The increase is primarily duc to the weekly sampling of
water derdived from the three main reserveoirs situsted at EBowden
Hill, Yewstock and Fiveways,

All samples are submitted to the Salisbury Public Health
Laboratory for bacteriological examination, The Council's Engincer
18 kept fully informed of these results so that immediéate action naey
be taken where unsatisfactory reports are received,

The samples taken from private supplices were generally
obtained from private wells and spiings in the Studley, Derry Hill
and Bowden Hill areas, &and the owners of unsatisfactory supplics
have been r equeated to connect to the public water mains,

I ought to refer to the private water supply laid oa to
properties in the Bewley Lane and Bewley Crescont aressof Lacock,
which upon sampling was found to be grosely polluted and unfit for
human concumption, Thanks to the cooperation of thc Engincer's
Department and the ownera of thcse properties, some 23 houses wore
fairly quickly conneccted to the public watcr main,

fiatcr Supplica; Analgsis of Results,

Source of Watcer, Fit, Suspect. Unfit.

Widdenham, Box,

- Washwells, Box,

Goodshill, Corsham,

_Nettlcton.

Biddestone. Heginnalg
Grittleton. Hegional
Kington 3%t .Mickael. 'Rﬂginn&lE

1
1
3 1
1

=

West Kington, Nettlcton. Regional
Sutton Benger, Hegional
East Tytherton, Bremhill. (Regional)
Burton, Hettleton. Ewcsf Glos,Water Co.)
Yatesbury, Cherhill. R.,A.F.)
Cherhill, tBlackfnrds}
Cherhill, (Compton Bassett Watcr Co,)
Theobalds Green, Calne Without. (Calne Borough)
Bastern Arca Water Schemcy
Cherhill
Heddington
Bremhii 11
Hilmarton
Compton Bassett
Foxham, Dremhill
Bowden Hill.
Yewmatock.
Fiveways.
Langley Burrell. {Barris's)
Private Bupplies,

fed
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3 25 48

12 Chemical Samples were satisfactory,
DISEASES OF AWIMALS (WASTE FOOD) ORDER 1957,

The premisce firet registcred in 1957 have been visited and
kept under observation, and three further promises were licensed,
Licences in rcapect of two promises have been rovoked,
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g As I pointed out in last ycar'!s annual report, %tic
purpose of the Order is to try to prevent the sprcad of
foot—-and-mouth discase, by cnsuring that 211 wastc foed fed to
pigs and poulfry hae becn elfeetively aterilised and properly
etored, so as no* to be re—contaminated,

The licensed premiscs are in the followin: parishesi-

Biddestone

Box

Bremhill

Cherhill

Chippenhar Without
Christian lMal ford
Colerne

Coraham

Lacock

Langley Burrell Without

byt B R Tl Sl el o ol el

]
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FACTORIES ACTS 1937 & 1948, (PART I OF THE ACTS)
Inspections for the Purposes of Frovisions a8 to Health,

It hes been possible to visit and inspoct almost all
the factories on the Register of Factories for the dietrict, and
I am pleased to report that few contraventions of the factorics
legislation were found, fnere necessary, informal action has been
taken and the contraventions have heen remedied,

Ho, on Inspec— firitten
Register, tions, lioticee,
1 Factories in which Sections
1,2,3,4 and & are to be _
enforced by Local Autheority 5 5

2. Factories not included in 1,
in which Zection T is
enforced by Local Autheority 78 ik

o, of Cages in which Defects were found:

Found. Hemedied, Referred By H.M,

o H. U Factorics
Fagtorioe Inspccfor,
Iﬂﬂgﬂctﬁr,
2anitary CoLvenlicnces:

Insufficient 1

Hot separate

Uneuitable or defootive 2 1

Other oifcnces e 1

FACTORIES ACT 1937, SECTION 11p: OUTWOHEERS.

The disftribution of outworkers in the Council's digtrict
is a5 follows:-

Corsham

Box

Lacock )
Kington St.Michael
Calnc Without
Chippenham Without

=
S —

The number of outworkers has increased from 34 to 49
during 1958, there being 5 more outworkers in Corsham and 9 more
in Box,
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PREVENTION OF DAMAGE BY PESTS ACT 1949,

_ A summary of your Rodcnt Operator's work is gilven Overlcaf,
He has cndeavoured during the ycar to devote more of his time to
visits to agricultural propertics, with a view to sccuring annual
contracts for rodent extermination on farms and emallholdings,
He has had some success, partlcularly with pig and poultry kcepers,
tut there is some reluctance amoaget the farming community to
take advantage of this service,

Some farmers engage private rodent contractors, who
gencrally give good service, but many more apply their own methods
of control with varying succesa,

T would 1like the farmers and smallholders to take the
Couneciltla Dfficeors more into thelr confidenee in connceticn with
rodeat control, for I am sure the Council can offer them a service

which is remsonably coconomical And of benefit to the fAarming
commanity and te the publiec in gencral,

: To achieve effective rodent control, coacerted action is
required by block control, and it is rclatively useless for sporadic
treatmente to be carried out by various individuals at odd tiames,

By this method a few rodents may bhe exterminated, but generally the
rate are disturbed by inadeguate treatment and they move off to
other properties. to cause more damage and loss ¢f foodstuiie,

The Cvuncil'e various refuee tipe have been regularly
visited and treatments carricd out, The Burton refuse tip has
been subjected to recurring infestations, and ‘he Rodent Ofiicer
has had to carry out a series of treatmeuts at this tip, The other
tipe have been kept relatively free from rodents, but treatments
have been given as and when necessary,

The Council's wvarious sewage disposal worke have been
regularly vielted and treatmente carried out.

The public sewers have also been "test-baited" for the
presence of rats and these have been reported as being free from
infestation,
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