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Page 1
PUELIQ HEALTH OFFICERS OF THE AUTHORITY.

(a) MEDICAL OFFICER OF HEALTH

CsL. Broomhoad, MeDe;BeChe 3DePeHe
also Medieal Officer of Health for the Boroughs of

Calne, Chippenham and Malmesbury, and the Rural
District of Malmesbury.

(1) SENIOR SANITARY INSPECTOR.
+ Heds Taylor, Certs S.L.Bs ;laReSansls ;s Selsita

also Surveoyor to the Counecil.

ADDITIONAL SANITARY INSFECTORS.

S.H. Murray, Certs S.I.B. ,M.S.I.4.
Me As GI‘GF{UTF, Cert. SiIiBI‘ s FaSnngls ,?.‘[.S.I.J‘L.

+ <+

+ gualifications held by these officors:-

Sanitary Inspectors' Certifieate of the Royal Sanitary
Institute., Meat & Other Foods Certifieate of the
Royal Sonitary Institute. Certificate in Sanlitary
Science as applied to Buildings & Public Works of the
Royal Sonitary Institute.

Committees of the Council which are concerned with matters
ﬁ Ehiﬁ Eﬁﬂth.

Finance,Staff & General Purposes Committee
Public Health Committec
Housing Committec,

These Committees arc held cvery four weeks throughout
the year and deal with all matters appertaining to publie
health and housing.






Papge 2.

T0:- The Chairman & Members,
Calne & Chippenham Rural District Council.

HMr. Chairman, Ladies & Gentlemen,

I have the honour to present my Annual Report for
the year ended 31lst. December, 1953.

The Birth Rote for the district shows & slight increase
eompared with the rate for the previous year, whilst the death
raote has deelined: a very satisfactory state of affairs.

The principle causes of death were Heart Disease and the
various forms of Qancer, It is of interest to note that twenty
two males died from Coronary Disease or Angina. Coronary Disease
appears to figure more prominently as o cause of death than in
Previous years.

There was an outbreck of measles during the early part
of the year and some inerease in the inecidence of Poliomyelitis,
but apart from this, outbreaks of comminicable dlisense were Tewe
The demand for beds in Isolation Hospitals for infectious cases
is stendily diminishing, moking this type of hospital available
for the treatment and nursing of other forms of illness, This
general freedom from infectious disease, however, requires
constant vigilance and is in measure due to the activities of
Loecal Authorities and Health Officers in the past, i.e. previous
preventive measures in the publiec health field are now paying a
dividend,

There was only one case of food polsoning notified
during the year; the patient was infected outside the Rural
Diatrict. This freedom from infection could be maintained
provided adequate personal hygiene was practised by all, both
in the home and at places of employment. Education in the
school of this rdimentary prineciple would diminish the need
for the propaganda which is at »resent necessary.

The ineidence of Pulmonary Tuberculosis shows little
chanze. Although deaths from tuberculosis are diminishing due
to new methods of treatment, the control of this disease and
its prevention still reguire constant attention.

The increase in the expectation of life =ives an
opportunity for the study of the causes of Cancer and Diseases
of the Circulation, as these belong, as & rule to the finsl
decades. If the Local Authority is to play any part in the
study of the causes of disease, other than infectious disease,
information will be reguired on the incidence of the forms of
illnesg and disablility necessitating the attention of & meneral
practitioner or admission to a hospital.

Birth & Death Rates, the causes of death and the
incidence of infectious disensze constitute the only stotistieanl
information received at present with the exception of the
weekly and gquarterly numerleal returns from the Repgistrar
General in respect of the country as a whole.

Concerning immunisation, more children received
primary immunisation ogainst Diphtheria than in 1952, but
althouzh there was & slight increase in the number of childre.
guccessfully vaccinated apainst Smallpox, an insufficient
mimber of children are protected in the Rural District.

I am prateful to ¥r, Taylor ond the stoff of the
Rural District for their help in compiling this Report.

Your Obedient Servant,
CeaLs EROOHHEAD,












GENERAL STATISTICS.

.ﬁ.:‘ﬂﬂ.(il‘]ﬂ.ﬂ]‘uﬁ}.--..-;----.------55.355
Pﬂpmt'icniiitivii-!-rlii-ii'i:"E’\jm

No. of inhabited houses (end of 1953 according
to the Ratc Book) « « « « Ty 150

Rate&hle“faluﬁ---'---------s----f-ml,l]'-ﬁ
Sum represented by Penny Rote o o o o ¢ & o+ » » £801.

VITAL STATISTIGS.

LIVE BIRTHS
BIRTHS MALE FEMALE TOTAL
Legitimate 2l 255 L399
Illegbimate 15 13 28
Total Live Births 259 268 527

Crude Birth Rate for the Districte « o ¢ ¢ o ¢ o« 1lUea9 per 1000
of the popul-
ation.

Adjusted Birth Rate for the District « « o« « « ¢ 1768 per 1000
of the popul-
ation.

Birth Rate for Englaond & Wolos ¢« o o o s » « ¢« ¢ 155 por 1000
of the popule=
ation.

The population fipures inecludes members of the Armed

Forces stotioned in the area and the Birth Rate 1s based on
this population. To make an approximate allowance for the
way in which the sex and age distribution of the loeal popul-
ation differs from that for England & Wales as a whole, the
Crude Birth Rate for the aregc is mulitiplied by the Area
Comparability Factor, (i.e. 1s20)s The Birth Rates shown above
represent a minimal inerease over the figures for 1952 which wero
as follows:=

Cryade Birth Rate o« « ¢« « « « Ui

Aﬂ.juateﬂ Birth Rake o & o » -1?-

Rote for England & Wales « » 153

SIILL BIRTHS
BIRTHS MALE FEMALE TOTAL
Legltimate L T 11
Illegitimnte - - -
Total Still Births L T 11

Rate per 1000 of the Pﬂpulﬂtiﬂ‘ﬂ ® % & ® ® 8 & % & ® # IGIE“I

Comparative Rate per 1000 of the population for
En,ﬂlﬂ;ﬂd &- ‘u"ﬂlca - - L ] - - - - - L3 - - - - L] - L] L] L] - -0-35

During 1952 gix still births were recorded, representing
a rate of 0.16 per 1000 of the population.






DEATHS,
Male Female Total
127 92 219

Orude Death Rate for the Districts « « + o ¢ o & & &« per
0 of the
nopulation.

Adjusted Doath Rate for the District « « « = « =« & » %5 per
00 of the

Ef lations
Death Rate for England & WolcsS s « o o o « o s o = o 1 g per 1000

of the popul-
ations

The population fisurcs includes members of the Armed Forces
stationed in the area and the Death Rate 1s based on this popul=
atlone To make an approximate allowanee for the way in whiceh
the sox and apge distribution of the local population differs from
that for England & Wales as a whole, the Crude Death Rate for
the area is multiplied by the Arca Comparability Factor (ie le27).
Although the Death REate for England & Wales for 1955 shows a
minimal increase over the figure for 1952 which was 1l.3 per 1000
of the population, the Crude and Adjusted Death Rates for the
Distriect this yecar arc lower than the previous year, when they
weres 7«8 and 9.9 per 1000 of the population respecctively.

CAUSES OF DEATH. Male Fomale Total

Tuberculosis (Respiratory)
Tuberculosis (Other)

Byphilitic Discase

Diphtheria

Whooping Cough

Meninpococcal infections

Ace Poliomyelitis

Measles

Other infeetive & parasitie disenses
Halignant ncoplasm stomach

Malipgnant ncoplasm lung,bronchus
Malisnant neoplasm breast

Malismant neoplasm uterus

Other malirmont & Lymphotie ncoplaosms
Leukaemia, alcukaemin

Diabetes

Vascular lesions of nervous system
Coronary disease angina

Hypertenslon with heart discaseo
Other hecart dlsensc

Other circulatory discose

Influenza

Pnocumonia

Bronchitis

Other discases of respiratory system
Ulecer of stomach and duodemam
Gastritis cnteritis and diarrhoca
Nephritis and nephrosis

Hyperplasia of prostate
Prognancy,childbirthyabortion
Gﬂﬂgunitai malformations

Other defined and 1ll-=defincd diseanscs
Hotor Vehiclc Accidents

All Other Accidents

Suicide

Homieide and operations of war

TOTAL: =
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Page 6.
PREVALENCE AID CONTROL OF INFECTIOUS DISEASE.

The following table shows the Infectious Diseases
notified during 1953 as compared with the years 1949,1950

DISEASE

Scarlet Fever
Whooping Cough
Diphtheria
Measles
Aces Poliomyelitis
(Paralvtic)
Acs, Poliomyelitis
(ffon=Paralytic)
Dyaentery
Ophthalmia Ifeonatorum
Puerperal Pyrexia
Smallpox

1949

1952

1953
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Para Typhoid Fever

Typboid Fever
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Food Poisoning

Erysipelas
Prneumonia
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Cerebro Spinal
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Fever
Ac. Encephalitis

| FJBL4||!|: H o

1

= ol r~d

1
1

TOTALS: =

LEY]
3

368

788

3

92% zuﬁ 243

788 TT8

The epidenic of lMorolca which occurrced durinz the

first ocunrter of the yoor, reached its nenlt in

f2ded ont tovords the middle of 1inye
enscs Tare concontroted din the Corshem ~Yoen.

voreh ond

The majority of the

Aithouth 29 cenees of Infantile Papnlysis weors
notificd, the discnsc was only finally confirmed in ninetecn
natients; four of whom developed some desree of paralysis,
whilat the balance of 15 were classified as suffering from
the non=paralytic form of polionavrslitise

It should be noted that the non-maralytic form of
poliomyelitis was unrecosnised until 1949 and only became
Incrcased awareness by both the
public and the medical profession has contribtuted to the
above apparent inerease in the number of notifications.

noti®iable in 1950,

Only one ease of Food Poisoning was notified.
Investigation established that the patient became infected

outeside

the District.
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INFECTIOUS DISEASE

Distribution according to age
Notifications received during 1%53 = Uorrected Figures.

| e e E 2

D e e B

S~ 0 H N S W AD

DISEASE
Scarlst Fever = 3 16 1 =~ = = 1 |
Whooping Cough 6 L1 24 - = = = - Tl
Diphtheria - = - = o= —= — -
Measles 0 375282 2 7 =1 12 659
Ac.Poliomyelitis e R O IR A 1 L
(Paralytic) _
Ac.Poliomyelitis moahe SR B R E e - 15
(Won-Paralytic)
Dysentery - 2 - = = = = 1 3
Ophthalmia Neonatorumm= =~ = = = = = = -
Puerperal Pyrexia O TR P T e R ORI 1
Smallpox - m e m Em e - - -
Para-Typhoid Fever I - =
Typhoid Fewver - = = == m = - =
Food Poisoning T R THE RA RR  R 1
Erysipelas R et Rl e | - - 1
Fneumonia - - 2 = = - = = 2
Cerebro-spinal = = e e = = = - -
Fever

AceEncephalitis. - = e e o= m m - o

TOTALS: - 6 4oy 098 5 13 3 1 15 778
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TUBERCULOSIS,
Hew cases of tuberculosis notified and confirmed

by the County Chest Physiclan during the year show a slight
inerease as compared with the numbers notified during 1952.

HEW CASES NOTIFIED DURING

r_;sg PULMONARY HOW -PULMONARY TOTAL
1948 1l 7 21
13%3 11 10 = I
30 2 32
1 26 B 33
1952 23 5 28
1553 2k 8 32

3 MORTALITY
DURING 1 ACCORDING AT SEX.

o NEW QASRS  F  _ _DEATHS
RESP, NOW-RESP. RESP. | NON-RESP.
AGE PERIODS. T ! r
Me | Fa i M. F. Ha Foll Mo | s
0 ] i
1 L ==
5 165 O T 1 =
15 5 2 2 il
25 h | 5 2 2 af!
35 S
L5 2 | 1
55 1 1
65 upwards. e p 2
TOTAL: = | 16 | 8 L L.y &I 2] = =

It will be appreciated that the above figures do
not represent the total number of individuals suffering from
tuberculosis in the Rural District, In addition to the new
cases notified each year, a certain proportion of tuberculous
individuals elther move into the Rural District or move out.
Resldent in the Rural Distriet at the end of 1953 were, according
to the Register of Tuberculous Persons, the following notified
cagesi—

Male Female Total

Pulnonary 50

120
Non-Pulmonary 2 29 2
Total: - ﬁé 19 1;_2
A Mobile X-Ray Unit operated in the Rural

District during Octobers OFf z total of 1,452 examinations,

9 persons were found to be suffering from tuberculous conditions,
and a further 10 individuals were shown to be suffering from

discase other than tuberculosis.s It is hoped to arrange for
a further visit of the Unit during the forthecoming year.







LEGISLATTON.

During the year under review the following 4 9
legislation relating to oublic health came into operation.

1l The Public Health IInfectiaua Disease )Repgulations, 1953.

These regulations which eame into force on the lst.
April supercede the Public Health (Infectious Diseases) Regns.
1927 and the Infeetious Diseases (London) Regulations, 1927,
The general substance and form of the new regulations are
gimilar to the 0ld, in that they require notification of malaria,
dysentery, acute primary pneumonia and acute influenzal pneumonia,
tut in addition, Local Authorities are now empowered to take
action egainst the risk of food poisoning in cases of typhoid
fever, paratyphoid fever and other salmonella infections,dysentery
and staphylococcal infection likely to cause food poisoninge.
The regulations provide for action to bs taken not only with
regard to & person suffering from the disease, but also a person
shown to be a carrier of the disease, thus such persons may not
only be prevented from continmuing to work in an occupation
connected with food or drink, but also from entering such an
occupation. A copy of the regulations were sent to all medical
practitioners praectising in the district.

2, The Milk(Speecial Designation)(Pasteurised & Sterilised Milk)
[Amendment] Regulations, 1953

These regulations came into foree on the 20th.Docember,
1955 and requlre that as from the lst. October, 1954 containers
of pasteurised milk must be provided with over=lapping caps,and
permits the sterilisation of milk in eans or other suitoble
containers as well & in bottles.

3s The Hilk & Dairies jﬂ.mcndmentl Repulations, 1953.

These amendment repulations which eame into foree on
the 27th. December, 1953 exzelude from the registration requirc-
ments of the principal regulations, persons who sell eream in the
hermetically scaled containers in whiech it is deliwvered to the
pramiges and who are not otherwise distributors of milk.

L. Local Government (Miscellaneous Provisions) Act, 1953,

This Act, which came intoc forcc on the 14th, July,1953
provides, inter alia, for the moking of Closing Orders in respect
of certain buildings hitherto required to be demolished under
Section 11 of the Housing Act, 1936 and also provides for the
revocation of a Demolition Order and the making of a Closing
Order on the property in lieu thereof,

In addition to the new Public Health Legislation laild
before Parliament during the year; vorious Circulars,lemor:andn
and Orders have been issued by the Ministries of Healthg Food
on matters pertaining to health covered by the existing Publie
Hecalth Acts.

Impending Legislation which may possibly come into
foree during 1954 include a new Food & Drugs Aet, Slaughterhouse
Act and a Housing Acts

During the preparation of this report the following
Circulers and Memoraddum have been reccoivode

SLUM CLEARANCE,.

A Circular issued by the Hinistry of Housing and
Logal Government stressces that Loeal Authorities should now take
up as a matter of urgency, the campaign of S1lum Clearance which
the War interrupted. This iz a matter which will require
carcful thought ond planning during the forthcoming year.






LEGISLATION !Gnntinued!
10

EREVENTION OF TUBERCULOSIS.

A Hemorandum issued by the Ministry of Health on the
prevention of this disease, mentions, inter alia, that the
rapid decline in the dea th rate from tuberculosis in rocent
years has not been accompanied by a corresponding deceline in

notifications, and that this indieatos a nced for intensifying
various proventive measures.

Under existing legislation, the County Couneil, the
District Council and the Regional Hospital Board arc collectively
responsible for the treatment and after-care of the tuberculous
patients The prevention of this disease also rests with this
"tripartite" body; the main function of the Distriet Couneil
being to ensure that the tuberculous patient and his femily are
adequately houscd.

Tha Public Health {Lﬂgrogﬂ REegns. 1951,

These regulations rcquire that a practitioner who
becomes aware of o casc of Leprosy In his practice sheuld
notify tho Chicf lecdieal O0fficor of tho Ministry of Heoslth
diracta

An advanccd casc of Leprosy was however brought to
my notice by the practitioner in charoe and arrancoments wero
made for the pationts sogrogation and adequate treatment.
Contacts of such cascs arc kopt under constant survolllance by
the Ministry of Hoalth Consultant.

Eﬁﬁinnal Assistance Act, 1248 and National Assistancc{/mendment)
Act, 1951.

The Amendment Act of 1951 giwves Loeal Authoritics
further powers to cnablc them to act cxpoditiously with certain
cases of porsons in neecd of carc and sttention which they zre
unable to provide for thomsclvee and arc not receiving from
other pcoplece It is congideored preforable that the eldorly
ghould remain in theoir own homes if at all possible, and beforo
the provisions of the above Acts are implemented, cvery cnquiry

is made and assisfance offcercd fthrough the Home Help Scrvico
Schemo,

It was necossery on one occasion only to usoc thoe above
legislation curing the year. The paticert was an clderly man,
living alono and sufforing from heart discase and pnoumonia
who died two months aftor admission to hospitalas

Diphtheria Imminisation.

The following children reéccived primary lummmisations
during 1953,

Unsgr 1 yxrs Ages - Ages 5 - 1l TOTAL
i%ﬁ al 325
Total immunised child population as at 31.12.53.
Agos O=li Agos 5-14  TOTAL
113 37 2; 865

EEE E;Iﬂt ion.

The following children were vaccinated during 1953.

gng%r 1l yr. Ages 1 = g Apcs 5 = 1h Ages ég & over

TOTAL _ 275
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AND SEWAGE DISPOSAL.
BIDDESTONE. 1

A combined sewer and surface water drain exists
in this parish, a part being laid with pipes, whilst another
gection compriscs o stone drocks The sewer receives erude
slop water drainage and the overflow of cesspools and septic
tanks. Thae water course running through the village receives
the outfall of the sewer and during the normal flow of this
water course, complaints are non-existent, but as soon as the
dry weather approaches, nuisances arise,

During the year approval was received from the
Ministry authorising the commencement of work on a gewage
scheme For this parizsh,

BOX.

The outfall dischzrges into lagoona at Mill Lane,
from which ithe efflunent overflows into a system of irrifation
ehannels hefore roception in the Box Brook.

The effluent iz diverted periodically t0 allow
aeration clenndiﬁ* g%cs. of the channels, while others are 1in
1USa,. The works are obsolete and do not conform in any respect
wWith modern practiase of sanitary engineering. Samples of
effluent taken in the past have shown that it does not conform
wWith accepted standards for Jdischarre into streams.

Only the willage proper is sewered, except for
two local disposal inatallaiiono. These are situated at the
Basgetts and 1Middle Hill, where groups of houses drain into
eovered setilement tonks, with effiuvents discharging over
Filter bads of slag tiedio. The tiddle Hill Works deal with
a week sewage as comparcd with other works, owing to the large
yolumm of storm wabter conveyed by the seweras

A new sawerage gechome for this Parish is in course
of preparatione

ILL, CATLHE YWITHOUT, GHT?HILL.GHIPFERWﬂh WITHOUT, CHRISTIAN
Wy CUMPTOH Bna§§_1, jJIHGTJEE HILIARTON, LANGLEY E ﬁﬁﬁﬁELL
HOUT, BolTLalOl, A0D jﬂt H WEAALL,

Thers are no sewerasge systems in these Parishes.
The larger propoerbies are dependent uvpon smali drainapge
disposal Insballations =hile oncupierc of tho smaller dwellings
have to be content with the conservancy systcm and dAisposal of
waste water in the gorden. In some caseg, however, dltches
or water coursco are used for the conveyance of drainage,and
this often resulisz in the production of nulsances and
pollution of woter supplics.

CASTLE COIER.

Conbined sowers and surface water drains
discharging into the stream comprises the asewerage system of
the Parisch, The major portion of the houses have slop-water
dralns connected thereto while the closet cccommodation is
of the conservancy systome A twice weelly ompitying of pail
closota is= undertasken by the Jounaill for the willapa,

The sewage scheme for the parish was almost
completed during the year,

COLERNE.

The whole of thc village is sewered and o
modern disposal waorks server both the vwillage and the
local acrodrome.






SEVERAGE @ SEWAGE DISPOSAL (Gﬂi'TTIl-EJ':E}
CORSHAM. 12

e

There is a modern disposal works for the parish. This
continues to function satisfactorily and no speeial difficulties
have boen experienced during fthe year. The parish is gencrally
woll scrviced with sowers.

BITT Ol

There is no proper system of seweraze in this parish,
although therc are lengths of drains in the main street in the
village proper and at Littleton Drew, which act as gewers and
receivo the drainare from those properties connected to theon.
In each cmse the outfall dischorpe into cpen water coursos,
This is not satisfactory and a sewerase scheme has been
advoecated for Littleton Drow where soanitary conditions aro
more acube. Also a scheme for the sewerasoe of the village
of Crittleton has been preparcd.

KINGTON LANGLEY.

Apart Trom a amall sewer in the centre of fthe willage
which serves only a few propertics, the Parish is not sewered.
The gewer discharges into a cesspool on private land and over-
flowe into a channel in o field for irrigation.

There are only cne or two ditehes into which overflows
from drains and cesspocls dischargo, and these arg cleansed
periodieally by the Council. A new sowerage schemo is required
and preliminary work on its preparation has commencods

KTNGTON ST. !MICHAEL.

This parish possesses two separate sewers and cach has
a different cutfall. One discharges into a diteh ranning
through Brazinzg land at the lower end of the village, whilse
the other discharses into & ditch adjoining the allotments
in the upper part of the villape« The sewage 1s rcceived in
both ditehes in an untrectoed conditione. Some preliminary
work on a sewerage scheme for the village has been garried out.

L\COCH.

The main SBewapge Disposzal Works roeceive tho sewapge from
the major portion of the parishe Part of tho sewage is pumped
whilst the rost iz by sravitatioms The workse have functioned
satiagfactorily during thoe yeare

There are subsidiary works at Bowley Lance The Outfall
ompties into a settloment tank, from which the effluent over-
flowa on to an aerating atains The effluent is then received
into a system of irriecnting chammels which are used alternativelye.

These Works contimue to funetion satisfactorily and the
irrication land absorbs all the effluents

PEWSHAM, STANTON. ST.QUINTON and SUTTON BENGER.

There are no proper systems of sewers existing in these
four parisheos. Each porish has longtha of pipes and ditches
serving as sewers, but these are not efficiont and reguire
constant attention.

The ditches wore originally surface watcr chamnels,
which in the process of time, have slowly becn converted into
nothing less than sewers, conveying untreated sewagce

The ecloset accommodation in thesce parishes is mainly
of the conservancy systems












WATER SUPFLIES.

I am indebted to Mr. Witham for the following
information on water supplies. 14

The year under review has been marked by the conhtinued
growth of the Undertaking, so that at present some 78% of the
population of the distriet has a public piped water supplys.
This fipure is likely %0 be inereased still further in the
next few years with the completion of the Eastern Area Water
Schemes

gégITAL ﬂﬂREﬁ.
Western Area Water Scheme.

This cﬂntraﬂt,invﬂl?ing some 17 miles of mains, was
coemmenced in December, 1950 and completed in June last after
many difficulties.

Six Water Main Extension.

This eontract has also been completed during the year,
The work involved some 3% miles of mains at Ashley, Goatacre,
Long Dean and Avon.

Eastern Area Water Scheme.

Work om the 500,000 gallon reservoir at Bowden Hill
eommenced in HMay, 1953 and is substantially completcds.

The contract for the 335 miles of mains was comumenced
in August last and by the end of the year under review about
3% have been completed. Unfortunately it has been found
that the Chippenham Corporation, who are supplying water for
this schema, arc unable to do s0 with their present pumping
plant. A new pump is on order and as soon as this is
installed the Bowden Hill reservolr can be tested and completed
and a considerable mileage of mains put into commissions. The
main laying is proceeding satisfactorily and is slightly
ahead of scheodulae.

Goodshill Pumpinz Station.

The installation of the two new borehole pumps was
complted in March. Some difficulties in the distribution
system have been discovered which have prevented this source
being used so far to the extent originally egzpected. These
are being overcome but there are signs that there may be
substantially more weter at this source than can be absorbed
by the present distribution systeme When more experience
has been pained this autumn I hone to report further on the
mattor. It iz, of course, in the intorests of Oconomy tidb
this source chould be utilised to the maximum extent possibles

Malmesbury Road Water Hain.

A schome has been approved and contract let for laying
one mile of water main from the Plough Inn to Pretty Chimneys.

Colerne Housing Site.

An extension of the Martin's Croft housing site
has necessitated loying a short length of new main amd a
diversion of the pumping main from Widdemham to Colerne
villagee This work has been completed.

Widdenham Water Suopply.

A proposal has been submitted to the lMinistry of
Housing and Loeal Government for augmenting the supply of
water to Widdenham, and for providing increased storage






Wiiddenham Water Supply (continued)

capacity at Rudloe and at Upper Wroxalls, This scheme
involves laying a main from the Chippenbam Borough's
ragservoir at Five Ways to Widdenham and the prowvision of
Booster Pumps. A eonerete reserveir is proposed at a

site betwcen Hippeor Wraxall and Marshficld and an additional
high level tank at Rudloe.

The Air Ministry have agrecd to contribute to the
cost of this schome in so far as it is designed to meet
thelir future inercased demands for water at Colernc
Aprodrome and Budloc Manors

Air Ministry Housing Site Rudloe.

To meet the needs of the Air Hinistry for housing
purposes at Rudloe a further scheme has becn submitted to
the Hinistry. Beforc this scheme can be carried out it
iz esgential that the schome described above be substantially
complotod.

Fisghers Brook Extension.

The Council have agreed in principle to lay a water
main from Low Bridge, Bremhill, to Fishers Brool, This
main will be an extension of the Eastern Avea Scheme now
under construction.

SOURCES.

No changes in the sources of supply have taken place
during the year.

The adequacy of the supply at Widdenham gave some
cause for concern during the summer, btut it was just possible
to maintain adequate supplics without restrictions. The
eoming summer may necessitaote some restrictions belng imposed
ak the noew proposcls referred to obove will not bBe available
for et least a year.

There are some signs that the yield of the borehole
at Hettleton is falling. The ecause and extent of this is
gt present obscurc and the matter is being kept under
observationa.

DISTRIBUTION.

Corrosion of spun and cast iron mains accounted for
& bursts out of 20 repoircd during the year. A careful
watch 1s being kept on this problem and steps taken to
prevent trouble from this souree in all new works, In
the ease of existineg mains the time will come when relaying
of certain sections of mains is desirable. In my opinion
that time has not yet come.

Ags the Scagry Booster Station is now a permancnt
part of the distribution system a duplicate pumping unit
has been instelled and the rcliabili%y of the station
increaseds

The laying of a new main from Box tc Ashley has
enabled Middle Hill, Ditteridge and parts of Ashley to be
supplied by gravity from Rudloe ingtead of by means of
boosting to Kingsdovn and supplying from that reservoir.

Weste inspeoction, although carried ocut fairly
systematically is still, in my opinion, not being carried
out on a secale jJustified by the present size of the Under=
tokinga The main difficulty is one of sufficient labours
With other more urgent calls on existing labour it is






WATER SUPPLIES - DISTRIBUTION (CONTINUED )

inevitable that waste inspection should suffer, With the
probable substantial completion of the Eastern Area Scheme
during the coming year the guestion of increased labour
foree will reguire scrious congilderation.

GENERAL

With the increase in size of the Updertaking, problems
are arising in comnection with the mointenance of a satis-
factory organisation for dealing with emergenciles which
arise outside nromal working hourss I think that in the
near future consideration will have to be given to & more
pogitive form of organisdtlion than the present system which
loaves o groet deal to chanco,.

16

Also the aguestion of the maintenance of the growing
number of smell pumping stations will require consideratim.

STATISTICE FOR THE YEAR 1953-4 AND CORRESPONDING FIGURES FOR
1952=53,

1952=3 19554

Population cfce
Population (1953 esfimatod) .+ . « « « » 35,650 35,320,
Number of dwelling houses s « « « « & 731k + 7,458 +

Consumers

Houses cupplied direct by ReDeCe + & &  U4,117 L,L56

Houses supplied by othor Authorities & «+ 5%3 E-ZE

+ Exeluding living accommodation owned
by Servicec Departments and supplied
direct by thoma

Estimated percentage of population supplied. T76% 785
New connections made, excluding new Councill
houses 125 165
vater Distributed.
3 2o,
Chippenhnm Borought Yewstock 89,990,000 99,624,000

Monks Lane 53,843,000 61,691,000
Copenccre 26,786,000 32,777,000

Other Places 000 %.Egi.%
1?;,%,0&0 199,065,

Widdonhem 102,090,000 89,589,000
Wottleton 14,556,000 9??".‘-2,000
Goodshill T4034,000 1,500,000
Washwells 10,000,000 9,998,000
Hilmarton 1,270,000+ 1,270,000+
Foxham 2,390,000 2,140,000






1, WATER STRIBUTED CONT

Slaughterford 70 5,000+ 70,000+ 13
Bast Tytherton(Wick Hill) 50,000+ 50,000+
Compton P assett (RAF) 2,684,000 2,719,000
Yatesbury (RAF) 1,170,000 1,180,000
Goatacre(Cricklade &
Wootton Bassett RDC) 82,000 1,338,000
Stocldley(Cakne Boro) - Ll 2,000
317,196,000 319,343,000 galls.
+ estimated consumption.
WATER MAINS. ;
1952=3 19534
Mileage of mains 12548 12,1
WATER METERS
In use at end of year 687 752
RATNHALL
April 2.09 2447
May La 53 3«09
Jung 2el 1. 85
July 1l.40 2. 85
August 6e 32 a2l
September 3«05 3496
October Lo 17 2,09
Hovembae» 3e 2L 2. 60
December L 97 0.62
January 0.77 1.95
February 237 3058
March 081 2057
3593108, 30,87 ins,
DISTRIBUTION OF PUBLIC SUPFLIES.
Parish llileage of mains Sources
Biddestone La9 Chippenhan Boro
Slaughterford
Box 13,0 Widdenham
Washwells
Bromhill el _Chipnenham Boro
Wick H11ll

Foxham.
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REPORT OF THE SENIOR SANITARY
LNSPECTOR.

T0:~ The Chairman & members of the Calne & Chippenham
Rural District Couneil.

Mr. Chairman, Ladies and Gentlemen,

I have the honour %o present
a roport on the activities of the Public Health Department
during 1953.

A glance at the surmary of
vieits on page 2 will give an indication to members of the
Counell of the wvariety of work covered by the department.

It will be secn that greater
emphasis was given to housing work and I am pleased to reccord
that it was possible for the Council to issue demolition orders
on a limited rumber of very sub-standard cottages; thus a start
has been made to eradicate unfit houscs in the Council's district.
In 1954 it may be possible to extend the work and to deal with
more of this slum propertiy.

Your officers have worked with
BOmME@ SUCCCSS, Perauaﬂing owners of house property %o connect
to the Council®s public water mains or sewers and good Progress
has been made in this dircction. It is pleasing to report on
the ready rcsponsc of property owners in Castlc Combe to connect
their houses to the new public sewer, althouch it will not be .
possible to operate this sewerage scheme until April or May,1954.

The detailed work of the
department 1s set out under ite respective headings in the
body of this report.

May I agaln express my thanks
to Dr. Broomhead, HMedical Officer of Health, for his advice
end co—operation. )

I would also like to thank
members of the Counecil for their support and encouragement in
this vital work of envirommental hyoiene.

In conclusion I wish to
aclkmowledge the loyal suwnport gziven to me by the other officers
and gtaff of the department.

Yours obediently,

H.J. TAYLOR.

Senior Sanitary Inspector.






gU: T .RY OF 8 iIITARY INSPRCTORS' WIZITS in 1953.

Genernd §-nitetion.

foter sumplyy
Opninate

HEablcs & Pi-cerice
Offensive Trodos
Fried Fish Shops
Licensged Premises
Tents,Vans,Sheds
Factories - Power
Factories = No Power
Workplaces
Outworkers

Bakehouses

Publiec Convenisneces
Theatres and Places of Enterinment
Refuse Collection
Refuse Disposal

Rafts & Hice
Atmospheric Pollution
Schools

Shops,Food
Miscellaneous Sanitary Visits
Huisances

Water Samples
Sonitary Burvey
Sewage Samples

Housine

Under Public Health Acts:=
Hos of Houscs inspected
Visitse paid to above houses,

Under Housing Acts: =
No. of houses inspectcd
Visits paid to above houses

Overcrowding: -

Nos of houses inspectcds

Visits paid to above houses

Filthy or Verminous Premises:=-
No. of housecs inspected
Visits paid to above houses
Miseellancous housing visits

I ch g Discosess

Inguiries in eases of Infectlous Disease

Visits re disinfection

Miseellancous Infeectious Diseasc Visits

Food Poigoning Inguiries
Heat & Food Inspection.

Inspection of Meat

Visits to Slourhterhousc
Vislts to Shops and Stalls
Visits to Other Premiscs.

Vislts to:-

Butchers

Fishmonzers & Poulterers
Grocers

Greengrocers & Fruiterors
Dairies & Milk Distributors
Dairies & Mllk Shops

Tee Creaom Premises

Food Preparing Premises

327
523
19
12
L0
223
31
17
L5

175
164

23

18

147
208

250
68

35

12

Wi

1952
(142)

322
15

8
29
192
34
10

16

155

H Mo

| eS8 al

20






OF SANITARY INSPECTORS" SITS IN ontinued 21

(1952)
Market Stolls 2 -
Restaurants and Cafes €0 2
Street Vendors and Hawkers' Carts 21 -
Canteens 3 10
Visits in connection with sampling.
Hilk bacteriologiecal 25 55
Milk, Biologlcal (T.T.) 17 -
Ice Cream 151 123
Food & Drugs Samples - -
Miscellaneous Food Viaitsa 3 3
o 17 SR
DRAINAGE
Huisances

Many complaints of nuisances were received and dealt with.
In some cases it was possible to secure complete abatement of
such nuisances, whilst in others it was only possible to abate
them temporarily.

Connections to Sewers

Corsham, Weston, Wostwells,Moor Green and Elly Green.

During the year the Council approved sewer extensions at
Baker's Corner and E1lly Green to enable properties in these
areas to be provided with modern ssnitary facilities.

The extension at Baker's Corner was completed during the
year but that at Elly Green was still under construction at the
end of December, A puriber of owners have connected to this
new sower and it is anticipated that all 13 houses will be
connected early in 1954,

Castle Combe,

With the advent of the construction of the new sewer in
Castle Combe, a number of property owners prepared schemes for
the linking up of their property and at the end of the year 13
houses were connecteds

s;;g%t.ar;c Eur%e:.: of Houses in_ the lount Pleasant,
ardenhuis ane and Malmesbury Ruﬂa areas o Ghlppenham Without

gend Lansley B Burrell ¥ ithout.

Following receipt of combnlaints of ditehes belng fouled
by house drainaze, a survey of sanitary facilities at prgerties
in these areas was carried out and the undermentioned details
obtained

lio. of Properties ,E%
No. of Deecupiers 1
nene septic tank, Sealed Oﬁrﬂwﬁrin.s No Drain-
with effluent %o ditches. Cesspools esspools %gg
cllit-
Teas
37 2 1 13
FHo.0f W.C.'s Ho. of E.Cs'Bs

41 12






DRAIIAGE (Continued)

Sanitary Survey of Houses 1n the Mount Pleasant,Hardenhuish
Lane and Halmesbury Road areas of Chippenham Without and

Lengley Burrell Without (continued)

2

Houses with Baths.

39

After the Council had given consideration to this report
and & report from Dr. Broomhead on the effect of this drainage
might have on the Chiopenham Water Supnly, the Council's
Engineer was instruected to propare a gewerage scheme for the
area iIn consultation with the Encineer to the Borough of
Chippenham.

SANPLING OF SEWAGE ErFLUENT.

Check samples of effluents from the Council's main sewage
works, and from smaller disposel plants =t Council house sites,
have been teken, and with the exception of the samples taken
From the disposal works to the Ford Coungil houses, all other
samples have been satisfactory. The Council's Encineer is
investicating the couse of the unsatisfactory somples from
Ford with a view to improving the effluent,

Satisfoctory Ungatisfactory

Yatesbury
Ford

Colernc
Corsham
Lacock

Yetton Keynell

2

4HHHH H
P

FUBLIC CONVEIEHCES.

Box - 1
Corsham - 2 Post 0ffiece lane and Station Road.

These convenienees have been well maintained by the
part-time attendants,.

Improvements were corried out to the mentlemen's
convyenience at Station Road, Corsham, A new flushing cistern
was provided to the urinal =nd &2 new flat concrete roof
constructods '

Muaech wilful demase is still oeceasioned to the slot.
machines on the doors of the closets.

Sites for mublie conwveniences a2t Colerne and Castle
Combe zre still reqguireds

REFUSE COLLECTTON AT DISPOSAT.

Ho alterctiona in the collections of household refuse
were made during the yeoar,.

The two 10=cubiec yard and one T=cubiec yard Bedford
refuse vehicles were used for this purpose and with regular
malntenance have proved wery reliable vehicles. The large
inerease in the guantity of refuse collected due to the
increased number of houses and additional demands from the
Royal Air Force Station, Colerne has strained the present
organisation considerably and the Couneil will have to consider
purchasing another wehiecle during 1954 in order to maintain
the present scrvice.






REFUSE COLLECTION AND DISFOSAL (CONTINUED)

23
The labour employed includes one working foreman, 3
Loader/Drivers, 4 loaders and two tip attendants. No increased
labour has been employed although your commitments have
increaseds

Only Bix tips are now aviellable for use and the one at
Burton is nearly full, The other tips sre situated at
Blddestone, Gastard, Hethermore, Spirthill and Sutton Bengers
For more than six months the refuse tip at Biddestone was on
firg and the tin eounld not be useds. o damaze has been
caused to the surrounding land and the fire has been held in
chocks

Negotiations have beoen proceeding betwcen Miss Talbot
Messrs. Hill & Sons and the Council concerning the use of %he
sand and gravel pit at Inwood, Lacock, as a future refuse tip,
and it is possible that this area will be available to tho
Couneil early in 1954,

The cost of maintainins this serviee has remained very
gonstant despite the inerease in wares cte,

During September the Couneil took delivery of a Muledoszer
to be used at the refuse tips for lewvelling the refuse and
covering with surplus scoil, In the short time it has been
in use it has proved a very useful machine,

Total mileare, 3 vehieles 24553

Petrol 2950 gallons
0il 26k pints
Miles per gollon 8.3

Refuse costs,.

Total ecosts £5,134 (£5,069)
Collection. £l,106 3 3963
Disposal £1,028 Ly 175

Per thousand population.
Collecetion

£115, 3% L (£109, 15 O

Disposal

Per ton of Refusc

13581 loads, approXe 3 tons. 12 cwise 3 Qroes L765 tons
27h " " 2 tonss 6 cwis. 1 aqre & tons
ons

= l&.’l-ﬁﬁd Bper ton {13}’313&}
Hote: - 1952 firures in brackets.

Per Head of Population

Collection 2/3. 6L4 2/%,228d4)
Disposal 24 e [094
. L] 1'0- d

SUPPLY OF DUSTBINS.

In order %o ensure that certain houses were provided
with proper covered impervicus refuse bing, 66 informal
notices were scrved on houscholders to provide such containers
and by the end of the yeor 23 noticeos had been complied with.
69 dustbins were sold from stoclt Far too many houses are
without proper receptacles for refuse, but the present Publie
Health Legislation eoneerninz the prowvision of such
containers docs not help to speedlly remedy the position.






RE COLLECTION AND DISPOSAL (SONTINUED)

Litter Baskets. 24

18 litter baskets have now been provided throughout the
district, additional baskets having boon fixed at Kington
Lancley ond WNorth Wraxall.

These are servinz a useful purpose, but it is disappoint-
ing to have to report that many of thesc baskets aro damaced by
hooligans.

SALVAGE.

In Corsham and Dox, waste paper is salvaged every Tuesday
by a special collection in order to relieve the refuse collectors
of this responsibility on their busicst day of the wecks Throuch
out the pamainder of the district suech material is collected and
carried in the trailers attached to the refuse vchicles. This
scparate colloction of waste paper has two advantages, it saves
tippins space and more important still, the separation of this
matcrial from the houschold rcefuse sroatly reduces the risk of
firc at the refuse tins.

Tho labour devoted to this work, in my ovpinion, is not
wasted, althoush theo revenuc and exvenditure fisures show a loss
of approximatcly £520, ° If this scrvice were curtailed it would
not be possiblec to reduce the number of men enployed as a
certain amount of surnlus laboursust be earried to mect the loss
of working timo occasioned by holidays and slcknesse

The quantity of waste paper collected excceded that of
last year by 18% toms.

The price offercd for waste paper has varied from £4.10.0
t0 £5.10.0 per ton. npdhoard is worth £7 per ton and overy
effort is made to sslvase =28 mach of this material as possibles
These materials are baled by one man who is paid 2/3d. and 2/ -
rospectively for cach cwi. of matorial baled.

If the price offercd for wastc paper gontinucs to rise,
and thore is every indication that it will, the loss on this
service next year should be reduced still furthers

Collection Cwise £a Be de
Jenuary 2211 51 7 11
February 2257 51 17 1
Harch 241% 54 5 T
April 303 68 3 &
May 216 I8 11 11
June 2193 49 8 10
culy 86 i) 16 0
Aurust 2667 59 5 10
Septenbor 398 a7 17 1
Octobed 331% 81 2 3
Hovﬁﬁgﬁr h19¥ 113 g g
Decomber %ggg
70 722, 6 11
(2703) (1216. 1, 0)

Salvare of Scrap lictal.

Just over 58 tons of tins ote. were salvapsed and sold
for £29. 0. 6. In addition to this sum a subsidy of £he 18,0
per ton was received from the London and Southern Counties
Soint Committee, via Coopers (Mctals) Ltd., Swindon, to the
end of Octobers The total sum received for this material
was therefore £220.






RWUSE COLLECTION & DISPOSAL (CONTINUED).
Salva-e of Scrap Metal ( continued)

2

k) |

After Ilst. Detober the dealer recciving those materiels
terminated his contract with the Council and it was necessary
to find another outlct. A local dealer azrocd to colleet from
our refuse tips and make a payment of 10/- per ton., I have
also manapecd to sceure a reduccd subsidy of £3 per ton for this
material.

Kitchen Waste,

This is collected privately in parts of the Council's
distriet, ineluding Box, Corsham and Lacock,

Covercd gzalwvaniged storagze bins arec provided by the
gollectors and no complaints of nuisances have been recoived
of the method of storarpe and collection.

0. HEILVE TRADES.

Public Health Act, 1936 Scetion 107

There are ne offensive trade establishments as defined
by Scetion 107 of the Publie Health Aet, 1936, within the arca
of the Council.

FRIED FISH SHOPS.

The Tour fish shops have been wvisited 12 times during
the year and improvements to two premises hawve been effecteds

Situation of Fish Shops.

Box
Golerne
Corsham

BUBLIG IDALTH ACE, 1936 Scetlon 269
[{OVEABLE DWELLINGS

Liecences authorising persons to erecct or station and usc
Moveable Dwellinas.

It is the Council's poliecy to licence the stationing
and occupation of individual caravans, rathcr than to licence
sites upon which a mumber of caravans may be stationeds The
number of such moveable drellincs liecensed has increasced from
52 to 62, despite an improvement in the housins position,with
more houscs to let or for salce

b4 1= P

One applicant was rcfused & licence to occupy a caraven
at Hilmarton.

Statutory action was recommended against an occupier
of a caravan at Yotesbury for permitting overcrowding and foar
gtationing and oeccupying this dwelling without a licence. He
left the distriet before of ficial aetion wWas nocosSsSaTY.

Porishes in which moveable dwellings arce situated.

Box B Pewsham 2
Bremhill 2 B8ta nton Bt.
Cherhill 5 guintons 3
Chipomenham Wt 7 Sutton Benger 3
Christian Nalford 2 Yatton Keynell _1
Colecrne 1

Compton Bassett 1 Total:- 62
Corsham 16

Hilmarton T

Kington Langley 1

Kington 8t. Miehael 2

Lacoclk 1
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PUBLIC HEALTH ACT, 1936 Sections 83-85 <0

o S P

Filthy and Verminous Premises or Articles and Vorminous Persons.

Several instances of verminous premises have come to
the notice of the department and the appropriate treatments have
been givens

Fortunately such cases are very fow, although from time
to time a serious infestation comes to our notice, demanding
special consideration.

FOOD & DRUGS ACT, 1938 Sections 14 & 15
Byelaws re handlin wrapping and delivery of food, and sale
5] ood In the open air, (made under Sce. 15 Food ¢ Drugs Act,

1338)

I set out below a tablec indicating the number of food
premises, by type of business, established in the area, I
cannot eclaim that this list is entirely accurate, but it will
give o very good indleation of the wvariety and nmamber of such
businesses in your arcas

Zeneral Stores L6
Grocers 22
Bekers 1L
Butchers 10
Sweet Shops a
Fish & Pruit L
Fish & Chips b
Cafes 15
Chenists L
Travelling Snacks 2

The a2bove list does not inelude the large number of
premises licensed by the Ministry of Food ap Cotering
Establishments, neither does it contain details of dairies
and licensed preomisea; the numbors of such establishments are
recorded clsewhere in this report.

Regqular inspections of food premises have been carried
out end where conditions were found which infringed the
Couneil's Food Byclaws, informal notices were issued request-
ing compliance with these Byelows. The Council 4id not
initiate any leral proccedines for infrincoment of the bye-
laws during the yoar.

In the larcer County Boroushs and Boroughs “Clean
Food Campaigns" have been inausurated and lcetures have been
given on food hysienc to members of the food trade and much
publieclty has been siven to these activities,

It is very difficult to stimulate any enthusiasm for
guch lectures in a rural area, wherc the shops are scattercd
throuzhout the wvarious parishes.

I prefer tc discuss the requirements of the food
legislation with proprictors and staff at their own promlscSs
In this way it is easicr to point out infribsements and to
recommend remedicsS. I belicve the shop owners welcome this
personal contact with them -nd their stalis.

gpistration of Premises uscd in conncction with the

Lol

anufacture or Scolc of Preserved Food chcs

Six premises arc registered under Section 14 of the
Food & Drurs ety 1938 for theo preparction, manufacture and
gale of sausaros and cooked meats. The premises have been
well maintaineds






Rogistration of Premises used in connection with the e
llemufrcburc or Sele of Prescrved Foods cte. [continued) & 4

The premises arc situated at -

Box Al
Calno ¥h id:
Corshoam 5
Lacock 1

FOOD & DRUGS ACT, 1938
Scheaule of Condemned Foods, 1953

Tha underrentiored foodlgtuffs wero econdoumed durins the yvear: -

Tinned Goods Quantity Condi tion.
Tuanehaon meab Rlbes 15 o=z. Blown & puneturcd.
Veal and Hem Loef 5 |17 R ditto
Stowing Stecak hoX ditto
Meat 1 [ 3 ) Blown
Pork Brewn Lz " et u
ditto EIEL 8 ) Putrofaction.
Jellied Veal 2y Blown
Corned Beef 6" 12 " Puncturecd
Steak & Gravy g " Blown
Brisket Beef e "
Salmon q.-n 15 I Blown & punctured.
Bardines TER ditto
Soup il i g, R, Blown
Tomatoes L Bt on Blown & punctured
Plums 2 5 e ditto
Evapowrated milk LB ditto
Pineapnle sliees 12 i Blowvm
Cranberries g i " Puneturcd
Fish
Filleted cod 0 stone Putrefaction
Smoked haddock 1L 1bs. ditto
Kippers 1l stonec Decomposition
Haddoclk 1l stono ditto
leat & Offal
286 lbs. Putrefaction
70 1bs Boneg Taint
8 1lba Skin rash &
bruising
5 1bs Abscesa.

Most foodstuffs condemned conslist of tinned foodse
Regqueste are received from food traders to examine individual
tins and smell consignments of 4linned food suspected of being
unfit for human consumptions All condemned tins are collected
and disposcd of at the Council's refusetip. Oeceasionally we
are ecalled in to examine larger consirnments of food at N.A.A.F. 1.
premises attached to military cstablishmentes The 30 stone of
filleted cod roferred to above was examined and condemmed ab
ong of these establishments. In this essc the condemmod food
was gilven to a (ig-keoper for pie food on condition that the
fish was first adequately steriliscd by boiline beforc being
fod to the pics.

Registrotion of Premises used in connection with the Maonufacture
or Eéiﬁ of TIce-Craam.

One IcoLream factory at Box is still registered for
the manufacture of ice-cream by the hot mix method, but during
the year producticon at the factory ceased and supplics were
obtained from another factory. The preomiscs were used for the
storage of ice-croam in bullk.
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Eegistration of Premises used in connection with the rad

b e e e ot o e - = gt - St

Monufocture or S-le of Ice Cresom. (Continued

Another factory at Castle Combe has not manufactured
fee cream Tor soveral yezre and the reclgtration of these
premises heas been concelleds

57 premigses have been recistered for the stora-e and
g8z2le of dce ereza and hove been inspected on 9L oceasions.
In cddition, 765 wisits have been made in connection with
the samplineg of iee cream,

Ico=Cream Szmmling,.

140 semples of iee eream have been taken and submitted
to the Publie Health Laboratory, Manor Hospitsl, Bath, —The
results were =5 follows: -

Proviesionzl Grade
I L1 111 g TOTAL
119 16 2 3 140
The Publiec Heclth Loboratory Service surcests that 50%
of & vendors snomples should fzll into eategory 1, 80% into
caterory 1 & 11 no wmore than 20% into ecatecoriems 111 & 1V. As
at least 96% of the samples taken in this district were placed

in catecoriea 1 & 11 thesc results con be considered as highly
Batisfactory.

CATERING EST.\BLISHIENTS,

Several new catering estcblishments were opened during
the year and these premiscs were first inspected before they
were recommended for licensing. There arc now 120 catering
establishments in the Couneil'’s distriect. Improvements ot
certain oxisting establishments were obtained, including the
vrovision of new kitchens, larders and water heaters.s Two
premises werec closed by the owners beezuse they could not sce
their way elear to ecarry out the extensive reconirements
considered necessary to brinz the property up to sctisfactory
standards.

LICENSED PREMISES = SAWITARY CONDITIONS.

The originel survey of licenscd promiscs carried out
in 1951 revealed the extent of the sanitary and other facilities
aveileble at these premiscs. Sinee that date owners of
preiniges have been asked to ensure that the following
facilities are availablei-

Ade?uatn sanitary facilities, inecluding dreinage.
: Water sunply
. washing-up feeilities
“ cellarage
" lizhting ané ventilation.

Mueh good progress has been obtained in sccuring these
faeiliticss Hajor improvements werc carricd out to licensed
premises at Littleton Drew and He ttleton: other improvements
were made to premiscas at Sutton Bencer and Yatton Heynell.
One licensed house at est Kineton was closed as the require-
ments necessary to bring it to @ sstisfactory standard were
congidered uneconomic.
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38 inspections of bakchouses were made during the year,
in the following parishes:-

Bremhill

Casgtle Combe
Cherhill

Colernc

Corshanm

Kington Langley
Kington 8%. Michacl
Sutten Benger

HHEEH DN

;

These promiscs were generally gatisfactory but
repregentations were made to improwve the general conditions
at one bakchouses in Chorhill. Improvements to drainage and
flour-ztore and provision of counter show cases were obtaincd.
Other improvements secured inelude the complete replastering
of bakehouse and the nrovision of bread rails at anothers A
further bakchouse at Box ceased to operatc on the retirement
of the owner.

FOOD & DRUGS ACT, 1255 Scction 57
Licensing of Slaushter-bouses and Knackers' Yards.

The knacker's yard at Heddington was again re-licenscd.
This was the only license issuod as all other slaurhterhouses
in the distriet have been closed sinee 1940,

Sjauchter of Animals Aect, 1935 Scetion 3.

o slauchtermen's licences wore issued durinc the yeare.

FOOD & DRUGS ACTS, 1938 to 1950.

Recilstration of Dairies, other than Dairy Farms, and of

Distributors.

Gne new dairy at Lacock has been recistered solely for
the storaze of botiled milk.

32 inspections have Doen meds of Daeiries and improve-
ments ecarried out at two of thoms

Ho. of repgistored dairies 11
HNo. of recistercd distributora 2l

The Millk { 8pecizl Desli-netion)(Pasteurised & Storiliscd Milk
Regulations, 1

Wo. of dealcr's licences to use specilal desi~nation .
"Pﬂ.ﬁteuriﬂeﬂ“. . & @ i?
" " " supplemcntary " o » s 8 oD

The HMilk (8pecial Desiznation)(Raw Milk) Remalations,1949-53,

No. of Dealer's licences to use special dosignation "T.T.". 9
n n 1] mlpplcmﬂntw 1 " 1 z E

Milk Scmpling.

Milk samples were submitted for cxamination as follows: -

lMethylene Blue Test (for kecpine qualit

Fassed Palled _ Total.
b3 (h2) 10 (3) 53 (45)






Milk Sampling (Contirnued) a1
Phosphatase Test (for effiecient pasteurisation).

Passed Foiled Lotal.

28 (29) 1(2) 29 (31)
Biological (for presence of tuberculosis)

Passcd, Failed. Total,

6 (27) Wil (1) 6 (28)

Fipures in brackets sre for 1952,

The perccntage of samples failing to pass the methylene
blue tnzg}?ziﬁ} is very disappointing, and is higher than far
1952 (1

The results of these samplcs arc Torwarded to the iMilk
Offiecer of the Ministry of LAesriculture & Fisheries for any
action considercd necessary.

HOUSTHG STATISTICS FOR 1955.

1, No. of new houses and flats completed during the years
EL -Dy lﬂcal ﬂuthﬂr’itﬁr 3 - - - - & - - - w - - - & - lm
b hy Privﬂﬁﬂ ﬂﬂtﬂl"ﬂriﬂﬂ . - - L] - - - - - - - - - - L] I4-1

2e Inapection of dwellinze during the year.
1. Inspeete& Top Houaihr-Defccts under P.H, fLcets o« « « 36
2e HBgs At . = » ?ﬂ'
3s Number of dwellinrss fnund to be so danrerous or
injurious to health as to be unfit for habitation . 16
i, MNumber of dwellinss found nmot to be in all respecta
reasdnably £it for hoabitafion + o« o « 4 & & o & & & 53

3« Remedy of Defects by Informal Action.
Number of dwellings rendered fit in conseguenee of
Informal action ( not"fit in all respects”) « « « 12

Huriber of dwellings demolished in consequence of
Sl ls Do TS R o o R R e e 2

Le Action under Statutory Powers [PuEli? Health Act and Housing
ArTE,

As Proceedings under Scetions 9,10 & 16 Housing Act, 1935
1. Ho., of dwellinge in reapect of which notieces
were served requring defects to be remedied « « «» « « 3

2 Wo. of dwellines rendered fit after servico of
fﬂmﬂl 'ﬂﬂt iCB - - - w® & - - L] L] LY - - L]

a-ByDWHGI'E. B &4 & 8 & & & B B B & & ® B B 8 » 2
s By local zuthority in default of owWners +« s« = = =

B. Proeceecdings under Publie Heslth Acts.

1a Ho. of dwellinzs in respect of which formal natices
wore Serveds . . B i i P
2a fo. of dmcllings rEHﬂered fit after serviec uf
fﬂl‘mﬂl nDtiﬂEE [ ] - - - Ll - " - L] - L] - - - - - - L - —

a..pB:fmrmt]I'E--....- " & & @& & 8 =
b. By loeal authority in dﬂfﬂult Gf cwnﬂrs P

0, Procecdinss under Seections 11 & 13 of the Housing
.!i.ﬂt!’. 1936-
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31
L(c) continuecd.
1. No. of demolition Orders madcCe « s o » ¢+ ¢ o » + + =« o 4
2, No. of houses demolished as a result of demolition
OrdorsSs « » =« 2
3¢ No. of undortakings acceptiede + s =« = = = o s = o s o« 9
4. Ho., of undertakings completod « o« o o # & & ¢ s & o » 5

DeProccedinss under Scections 25 & 26 Housing Act, 1936.

1. Ho. of houses under whieh demolition orders were made -
2, No. of houses demolished in pursuance of demolition
orders. =

E.Procecdings under Section 12, dousing Act, 1936.

1. No. of coparatc tonements or underground rooms in respect
of which closing orders wore madfe s « = s s s s =« = & =
2. No. of separatc tencments or underpground rooms in
respect of which closing orders were cancolled as
rosult of premiscs having becn made fit &« ¢ ¢ ¢ = 2 & =

5s Housing Act, 1936 Pt. 1V Overcrowdinge

1. No. of cascs of overcrowded dwellings at ond of the HNot
yoar . « = =« ENOWN.

2, No. of cases discovered during the year « « « « « = =« 5
3, Ho. of casce abated during the 7ear « « s « « « + + & 3
s Ho. of ecascs investipotod. = e e e s
Be No. of visits madc. I i PN R r gL PR

The Housing Statistics preccding those comments summarise
the housing activitics of the departmoent.

I have been able te represcnt to the Counell a limited
pumber of houscs considered unfit for occupation and noi capable
of ropair at 2 reasonablc coste In view of the reduction in
the number of persons applyins for housine accommodation it
should be possible to inercasc the number of propertics
represented to the Councils

Many improvements have boen sceurcd to existing eottace
property as a result of inform-al action following the roeecipt
of complaints of defocts.

HOUSING ACT, 1949 IMPROVEWENT GRANTS.

Avps. submiticd to
Apps. dealt with by ReDeCes Ministry Rerional OZficc.
Under Noe 10 Ho. Undor

Recds Approved Rejeceted Conse Sents Approved Reltd.Cons.
1y 13 - 8 - 13 8 - 5

The provisions of the Housing Act, 1949, conecerning
Improvement Grants is becoming more widely lmown by property
owners and many cnguiries about such grants arc rccclved in
the dcpartment. I have preparcd for tho usce of housc ownors
a Memorandum on thosc Grants which explains in some detail
how an owner should procced to obtain a crant.

During the year 14 appliecctions for those granis were
recoived, 13 werc approved by the Couneil and refdrred to the
Ministry of Housing & Local Govt. 8 of thesec applications
roceived the approval of the Ministry, whilst 5 are gtill under
conslderation,

I focl that if the procedurc for obtaining these grants
wore simplifiecd snd morc clasticity allowed in the gtandard
of sccommodation to be obtained, then this useful picee [k
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housing legislation would have morc appeal to housc owners.

HOUSING ACT, 1936 Part 1V Overcrowdinag.

The actual state of over-erowding in the Couneil's
distriet is unknown, as no swrvey to asccrtain these details
has been mado.

From time to time overerowdod conditione are reportcd
and steps arc taken to abate such overcrowdinm

SHOPS ACT, 1 SECTION 358.
Arranpoments for Health & Comfort of Shop Workcrs,

18 inasncetions havc becn made of shops to ascertain
whether adequate sanitary faeilitics have boen provided for
the needs of the employecs and to ensure that these shops have
beoen provided with satisfactory means of light and ventilations

PREVENTION OF DAM\.GE BY PESTS ACT, 1949,

The Couneil still employ a full-time Rodent Offiasry
and the details contained in the statistiecs which are printed
followinz these remarks refleet on the useful work this offiecer
is doing in rat destruction.

The extent of rat infestation in this area is astonishing
and only the continued systemntie destruction of theso wermin
can hold ithis menacc in cheoclk.

Repular surveys of property and land are carried out and
treatment riven when infeostotions are founds 4 charge 1s made
for such service and in 1953, £24 wos reclaimed from property
owners for treatments ecarried out by the Rodent O0ffiecor.

Closc and reomular checks have been kept on the Council's
various refuse tips and the demreg of rat infestation has been
roeduccd considcorably by repeatod treatmonts. The Gastard Tip
has had special attention beeause of repeatcd re-infestations
after wvery successful treatment. I feol confident now that
the situation at this Tip is well in handa

The Couneil's scwers and scware works have been
inaspacted and "test baited" and found romorkably free from
infestations.

I reoret that pressarce of other work does not allow
mich time for surveys of farm property, for I am convinced
that there is o large rab popukation on farms. I mow that
the Pests SBcetion of the Ministry of Agriomliturc & Fisheries
has contractz for rat cxtermination at some of these farms,
but from information available to me, such contracts only
cover 2 small proportion of the 500 or more farms in the
rural district.






DETAILS OF TIBLIC WATER SUPPLIES. 3

The table showine deteils of the availability of water in
ecach parish has been revised to include new connections and
additional houses built during the yoar.

+ Direet to By
Parishs Total Estimated Houses. Standpipes.
Houses Populotion
Biddestoncs 164 656 7L L5
Box 1076 Lhayly 533 285
Bremhill 265 1056 92 15
Calnc Wt. Ll 1760 68 15
Castle Combe 147 536 58 76
Cherhill 170 676 13 28
Chipponham Wt. 80 0L 27 14
Christian Malford 158 a1 5l 66
Colerne 37h 1496 152 138
Commton Bassott 109 L36 L3 -
Corsham 2307 2084 19580 -
Grittlcton 146 580 75 33
Heddington 93 372 12 -
Hilmarton 213 al.b 92 -
Kington Lancley 195 752 154 -
Kington St. Michacl 1L5 572 62 62
Lacock 391 1560 180 106
Lanpley Burrcll Wt. 129 512 a -
Nettleton 178 688 72 56
North Wraxall 113 L52 Lo 22
Pewsham 175 700 52 -
Stanton St. Quinton 65 260 35 3
Sutton Benrer 219 876 53 25
Yatton Keynclle 142 568 39 69

+ This eolumn exeludcs Serviee Porsonnel.

Water samplcse

Repular samples arc taken of the water suprnlied to
congumere throushout the riral districet and submitted to the
Salisbury Pathologieal Loboratory for bacteriolorical cxam—
jnation. If any of sueh samples fail to pasa the reguired
tests the Council®s Enpinecer is informed and ho immediately
arranses for a speclal investiration to ascertain the roason
for the unsatisfactory report. Fortunatcly most of the
water supplicd by the Council is chlorinated at source and
by increasing the dosapc of chlorinc & suspoctcd supply can
soon be made fit for drinking purposcs.

Water Su-plies = Analysis of Results.

Source of water Fit. Buspeect., Unfit. Total
Widdenhams. 36 3 1 Lo
West Glos. Suppl 5 5
Rogional Supnly fﬂhippcnhr:‘.m Boro) 28 28
Foxham 2 L 2 8
Compton Bassett (R.A.F. Source) 8 8
Wick Hill (unchlor.sprin-s) 2 I 3
Washwells, Box 13 L 17
Calne Borouch L L
Hilmarton 8 3 11
Nettleton 13 1=
Goodshill 5 )
Slaughterford springs 2 2 L
Samplos from private supplics 16 33 36 85
Compton Bassctt Watcr Coye i 1 1
Cherhill (Blackfords) %

Mootton Daceott 2.D.0.

Yatestury (R.A.F. Source)

i

25 samples were submitted for chemiecal analysiss
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WATER SUFPPLIES (CONTINUED

4 survey was made of the existing water supply to
properties in Yatesbury and the following information was
obtained: -

Ho. of premises with water laid inside premises . 1l
Houses with water supply within 100 ft. of house. 15
Ho. of houses with water supply over 100 ft.from

house « « « 13
No. of houses with satisfactory private supply. « 12
I"g. of houses with an unsatisfactory sunply .« »

The owners of houses whose water supply is more than
100 ft. away have been requested to provide a supply within
the curtilage of the property and in six instances the necessary
supply has been afforded. In seven other cases o supply has
not been provided but the owners haeve given an assurance that
water will be made available in the near future, armd as this
was supported by the owners' solicitors, the Statutory Notices
authorised by the Council have not been serveds

A similar survey has been carried out in the parish
of Compton Bassett where a new water main has been laid.
Informal Notices have been served on owners of all properties
without a satisfactory water supply and as a result, 17
properties have been connected to the maine.

As soon as the Eastern Area Woter Scheme is in operation,
a similer survey will be made of existing water supplies to
ascertain whether the properties have a satisfactory supply.

OUTHOREERS .
Fgcfumles Act, 1957, Section 110.

There are now 96 outworkers registered with the Council
and residing in the following parishes:-

Corsham 79
Lacocl 1
Kington StaMichael 1
Costle Conmbe L
Box 11
Biddestone 2
Yatton Keynoll 1

96

17 wisits have been made to Outworkers' living
accommodation and conditions 2t each home have been considered
gatisfactory.

The prescribed lists of outworlkers supvlied by the
occupiers of factories in February and August of each year,
are carefully checked and the Sanitary Inspcctors of other
Couneils are notified of any outworkers residing in their
distriets, and amglnycﬂ by occupiers of factorics in the
Council's district.






EVENTION OF DAMAGE BY PESTS ACT, 1
I FD 3518te DECEMBEER, 1953.

Dwellg

L.J.I'-J HEGE‘
ls Total No. of
properties in
Le s districts h-'D '8‘353

2 o, of propertics
inspccted by Led.
ig 1353 as a rosult
G -
a notification [ L7
b survey or otherwise. 9 1299

3 Mo of propertics insp-

ceted (soe Sce.ll)which

wore found to be infost-

ad by rats.

Major 1 2
Miror 13 L2

Y4e Ho. of propertics inspe-
cted (sce Sceell) which
were found to be serioua-
1y infestecd by mice. - L

5e¢ Wos of infestcd propor-
tics (Bec Sccee 3 & L)
troatod by L. d.

6s No. of noticos served
under Scce L
El{ Treatment - -
2) struetural works
(1e proofing) - -

Te Mo« of cascs in which
defonlt aection was taken
by L.ids Following tho
issue of a notive under
Section L - -

8. Lesal Proceoedings. - i

9. No. of "bloek" control
schemes carpicd out. = =

Arrl
cultrl

507

A |

All other
ing.Buane &
Induetrial

27

3
2L

£1

TOTAL

8874

58
1588

A
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26
103

Privatc
Promisces
PARTISH Inspectod.
Biddeabone 69
Bremhill 31
Calne Wi 51
Cherhill 39
Castle Combec 58
Chippenham Wt. 32
Christian Malford 100
Colorne Ly
Qompton Bassett 29
Corsham 2L9
Grittlcton Lo
Heddington 0
Hilmarton 34
Kington Lancley 31
Kington 8t.iiichacl 20
Lacock 59
Langley Burrell Wt. 28
Nettlcton. 37
Worth Wraxall. 33
Pewsham, 30
Stanton St.Quinton. 26
Sutton Benper. T
Yatton Keoynell. 38
BoXe 121
TOTAL: = 1215
Refuse T;?a ctce i
ngﬂ! » T'onntce.
Biddestonc 35 REE
Chequers 1 -
Gastard 49 19
Sutton Benger 27 12
North Wraxall L -
Burton 18 9
Spirthill 15 7
Wethermore 20 L2
Box sewer boads 23 15
Colerno Sowoge Wks, 2 -
Corshom . - L -
Rudlog Papcr Depot - -
Woodlands Paper " 13 il
TOTLAL: - 210 &7s

ﬁ;gg‘;ﬂ; gﬁﬁl' I.II:]];pn Sa gﬂﬁ‘.
8 - 20 -
13 1 2 =
5 1 4 -
8 al 16 1
12 - - -
6 - L -
12 - 12 =
7 - 6 -
111 20 L7 3
5 - - -
L = 12 L
7 2 26 5
I 1]
8 = & -
10 - 26 L
1 - - -
2 - - -
6 = = o
7 = - -
12 2 L -
L - 6 -
36 L 2l 1
296 JL 2089 13
nks, Hedperows,Ditches
Inspuse T rmts.
17 i)
A tu ropertics.
Inspns. T mnts.
14 1












