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BOEIUMH - oF CALNE,
Report of the lledical Officer of Health_

= A ' for the Year mnding 3lst December, 1944.

The liayor, Aldermen ard Councillors o%j'; g
S BOROUGH OF CALNE, *
'l\:i‘ LIGRARY /»
Mr, Mayor and Gentlemen, \
: —
In the absence of your permanent liedical Officer, I have the
honour to submit my second Annual Repcrt.

This report is somewhat curtailed as compared with pre-war Reports
but the facta show that the health of the community has been again
maintained at a high level in spite of war-time conditions, It has
been shown that health and morale can be maintained by plenty of work,

od wages and sdegquate, if not luxurious, diet, The two great draw-
acks To our social 1mﬁrov;munt remain, however, to zome extent even
in Celne, namely, bad nousing and overirowding,

The Town Council are alive to this faet and propose at the earliest
possible moment to provide & considerable number of well-planned and
well lald-out houses.

The question of the adequacy of the water supply has again claimed
conaiderable attention and it is hoped that a satiafactory solution will
be evelved at no long distant date.

I, _General statistlies snd social Conditions of the District,

Ares (in acres) 1. 276,
Population (1944) 5,595,
Number of Inhabited Houses (end of 1944 nccording ;
to Rate Book) 1,525,
Rateable Value £29,104.
Sum represented by penny rate £116, 12, 5,

II. Vital statistics for 1944. : ? ; ‘ef
Total., M, Rate., E. & W.

Live Birthes =
Legitimate 109 65 44 :
Tllegltimate 11 Sl
Birth Rate (per 1000 population) 2.4 (17.6)

atill Births 2 0 2 i
Rate (per 1000 total births) 16.4

Deaths 65 3 34 '
Death Rate (per 1000 pouvlation) 1.5 (11.5)

Deaths from Puerperzl Causes
Puerperal SZSepsls 0
Other puerperal causges 1

Desth Rate of Infants under 1 year
All Infants per 1000 live blrths a.7  (46)
Leg “imate Infants per 1000
legltimate 1ive births 27,5
Illegitimate Infents per 1000
illegitimate live births 181.8

Deaths from Cancer (211 ages)
n " Heasles (all ages)
" " fhooping Cough (all ages)
n "  Diarrhoea (under 2 years of age)
n " Influenza
0 " Resplratory Diseases (21,22 Eg&
u n  Diseases of the Heart and Blo

Vessels (18,19,20) _;.
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PREVALENCE OF INFECTIOUS DISEABE.

PSR

Total Cases |
Discase Cases admitted to Total
Notified, Hospital, Deaths,
Bcarlet Fever . 10 T -
DPiphtheria 2 2 =
Whooping Cough 18 - i
Measles 8 - -
Poliomyelitis - - =
Enteric Fever = = E
Pneumonia 3 = o
Dysentery - - =
Cerebro Splnal Lieningltls - - ._
Erysipclas = - -
Puerperal Pyrexia - - -
Ophthalmia Neonatorum - - -
8mallpox - - -
TUBERCULOSIS.

Now Gasges and Mortality,

. Wow Cascs Deaths
Age Perlods | THosplratory | Non-Respiratory | Hespiratory | NON=REsplrato
E] S | i H r
0 /
1
5
15 1
% :
45 1
25
5

G=NERAL PROVISION OF HEALTH SERVICES FOR THE AREA,

Maternlity and Child Welfare

(1) Midwifery and Maternity Services.

There is ¢ie midwife in the area, who 1s working under the
gounty Council gcheme through the qu.lnc Nureing Assoociation,
and a grant is received from the County Council in respuct
of this service,

(i1) Institutiongl Provisions for Mothers and Children,

None exists within the arean.

(111) Health Vigitors and School Nurses,
Duties ccrried out by County Council Heglth Visltor,
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* (iw) Tho child Welfare Jlinic wps introduced during last yoe=,
It is held at the Baptist Church Hall on the lat and
3rd Wednesdoys of cach month =t 2.0 p.m,
(v) Child Life Protection. g
During the year the N,.5.P.C.C, took guccessful action
in enc bad casc of parental neglect,

Reglistered Maternity and other Nursing Homes withim the Borough

Nene cxist.

Kursery school

A War—time Doy Nurgery was nﬁened during last year and has been
running with consideravle succesa. The children are all medically
inspected every quarter.

Ambul ance Paecllities

(1) Infeetious Coses. A motor ambulnnce is stationed at the
Calne, Chiprcnham and ilalmesbury Isolation Hospital at
Chippenham, of which the Borough of Calne is a constituent
oauthority. .

(11) Por non-infcctious ond accldent cases, o motor ambulance is
provided by the locol Nursing ﬁssociaﬁian,

=

Nursing in the Home,

Gonercl Nursing. This is provided by the Calme Nursing Associztion
and 1s in cvery waoy satiefzzitory.

British Restaurant

.This restourant caters chicily for transport workers and school
children who otherwisc would not have the benefit of a cooked mid-daoy
meal,

However, for son¢ time the number of the goneral public patronlising
the Restaurant hos progressively deercosed; this will, doubtless, |
continue until the overhesd chnarges, which cannot be reduced below a
certain figure, are such that a definite finaneinl loss will result,

The position wiil then, no doubt, have to be reviewed,

Immunlsation agoinst Diphtheria

This service is provided by the County Council, visits being made
to the Central School at frogquent intervals during %hﬂ year. The
responge to this service is cxtremely good, and, though separate figures
are not availablc for the town, a ﬁntigfuctury Inference may be drawn
from the faet that for the County as o whole some 95% of the total
school population have been 1mmunisied.

SANITARY CIRCUMSTANCES OF THE AREA,

Ralnfall,

The rainfnll is recorded at the Sewage Disposal Works, the reading
being taken at 9.0 a.m. cvery day; Ifrom this information the following
table has becn compliled :-

Touol Greatest fall ]  Number of days
donth, Reiniall in with 0.1 or more

Inghes., | 24 hours. recorded,
Janua 1,57 e 34 22nd 16
Fv:hm;}:"y B4 .gg ﬁgh 11
March . . h
April 1432 .58 15tk g
Moy 59 » 28 4th
June 1,81 o7 30th 12
July 237 T 2nd 13

g.25 . T3
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ToGal i arooboec Ioll

Moenth, Rainfall in with 0.1 or marc
¢ Inches. 24 hours. recorded,

August 3,02 1,04 22nd 11
geptomber 2, 4% +56 23rd & 24th 12
October 4,33 e[ lg+h . 20
November Be 32 .06 1bth 22
December 1.74 .71 16% 11

26,17 150

In the previous year, with a toial rainfall of 26.49 inches felling
on 146 days, January was the wottest month (5,35 inchee falling on 21
dnys) whilst April wns the driest (C.70 inches falling in 7 days).

During 1944 there was on absoluz: drought bgtween July 30th and
August 17th, Therc weore Two dry speile the firat betwean February 17t%h
and March 13th, and tho seccad betweon Joptoaber 8th and 22nd,

The average rainfall for the five years 1939 - 43 inclusive was
31.42 inches,

Water Supply.

The water undory faiag ias in the hands of a amall private company
of 1imited resources pnd thnc gquestion of adoguateoly providing the
district with a wholcsome supply of water 1s constantly before the
Town Council,

The Company ‘s aftsentlon has becn called ogeln and again to the
shortage of water, porticularly on the Council's Housing EZstates at
North End,

It would scom that, apart from any improvements at the source
which may be embarked upon (ec.g. longor hours of pumping, especially
at weck-onds to kecp the ridleulously smell high level reservolr
fully charged), the qucostion of a larger (or duplicated) trunk maln
ghould be consldercd.

The Town Council wvicw with con-*"~rable apprehension the situation
which will undoubtedly eriesdc when thoy ar¢ able to embark upon thelr
post=war housing scheme,.

I can only add the opinion, which I expressed in my Reporf lnst
year, that 1t would be to the benefit of the local community if the
Town Council purchased the water undertaking and modernised 1it,

Ihe quality of the water, howover, is satiefactory, samples of
the trunted (chlorinated) water being taken quarterly for
bactericloglesl exomination, The :~=mlte in all cases ghew abgence
of coliform orgendsms in 300 m,l.

Mo chomical examinations were mode during the year but previous
examinnticns ware sablsfaclory.

The water 28 noui plumbc-solvent and there has been no form of
contomination, The percentage of Cwolling-houses with a piped water
supply is 99. sherc ore no street stond plpes inuse, e water 1s
obtained from the louwer groocnsand springs at Calstone Wellington, about
three miles to %the acuthecast of the borough, '

Sewerage and Scwoge Disposal,

Proctieclly the whole of the dev.louped portion of the Borough ls .
sewered, Zxcept for the houses beyind the reach of the scwers, owlng
to their isolated position, the percortage of houses connected is STeTs
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A The Scwage Disposol Woerks, situsted in the Rurel District of Csln
and Chippenhan nbout ]% miles to the north-weet of the town, continucco
to function satisfactordly.

The effluent, which discharges into the River Marden Just below
Hozolond Hill nnd ahfut onc mile below the scwage works, is up to the
required atnnés A sample of effluent submitted for an.l;sis on the
3rd May proved to be one of the best cver taken. The anelyst's repprt
was as follows - : _

Hsuspcnued solida 2.9 parts per'lﬂD,DGD
.G D {5 "i-rr_q..}rﬂ} D. 4 dD- B
The sample, therefore, represcnts a good quality effluent.”,

Wo cases of river pollution have been reported during the year,

Publlic Cleansing.,

House refuse jis collocted weckly fron ﬁvﬂry housc, the Contractors
emptying the reccptacles from the kerbside where they are placed ready
by the houscholder, Th¢ Contronctor Flﬂ& provides the tip, which 18
in the adjoining Rural District, about ln miles from the town in a
north-easterly direction. The refuse 18 dealt with by the Contractor
on the 'Bradford'! aystom.

Salvageo.

The welght of salvage collected ﬂuring the ycar smounted to
159 tons 55 gﬁt. valued EE £571. 10, 2, comparcd with 3734 tons valued
at £743. 5, 6, during the previous year.

The eolleotion of Kitchen Waste commcnced at the end of Jamary,
There arc 50 comuncsl bins placed at strategic polngs %n ghﬁ Hﬁraugh.
B AT TR v L o S I ot AR R 9
in a raw state to Notional By-Products Ltd,, and dry-rendered in a
solvent extraction plant at Messrs, C, & T. Harris' By-Products Factory
at wenhill, Colne, =znd scld by them to local farmers as a "black-puddingh,

Meat and Other Foods,

During the year 708 tins and Jars of foodstuff were condemned as
unfit for human consumption, also 2 cwt, of seed potatoes, 2 qr.27 1lb.
of fish, 14> 1b. of cheese, two carcases of sheep weighing 116 1b.,
110 1b. of deef and hd uggs+ 3

No cnac of food poisoning has becen reported,

The ﬂnuntg'cuuncil are the responsible authority under the Fool and
Drugs Act, 1934,

Milk Supply.

There 1s one producer of "jccercdited® milk in the district: One
retailer is licensed to sell "Tuberculin Tested® and Eﬂccreﬂitcﬂﬂ milk;
one to sell "Tuberculin Tested? milk; onc to sell "gecredited™milk
bottled on the Praniaﬂs* and one rﬁtailnr 18 1licensed to sell
"Pagteurised" milk produced in a nelghbouring district,

Milk ie supplied doily, during sessions, to the Secondary School,
senisr Junior and Infants Schools in the town,

The trade 1s carried on satisfactorily by all concerned,

Infestation Order, 1943,

Armdent Dp’""tifL was appolinted during the year to act Jointly
between the Borcugh of Calne and the zdjoining Calne mnd Chippenham
Rural District in the proportion of 20% to 80%,

-5,







The district hos been surveyed and-all compladnts invostigated.
~ Irﬂubnitins and polison-bolting have now been carriod out whore necessory

with the result that the district 1s now remarkably free from rats,

ousing.

There is still o great need for further houses in spite of the
Town Council's activities in the years betwedn the two wars, They
have erccted 289 houses out of a total of 1525 dwelling-houses of all
clagses in thc Borough besides subsidising 73 under the various
Housing Acts and lending money in 15 other cascs under the Snall
Dwellings Acquisition pActs.

It wlll be secn That the local authority have either bullf or
are or have been financially interested in no legs than 25% of all
the dwelling-houses in the Borough. Nevertheless at the outbreak
of the present war the Town Councll were nzgotiating for a further
gite of some 12 gmerces and it is hoped that this will be fully
developed g2 soon as the Government ¢an grant facllities for building
after hostilitics cease,

ganl tary Inspection.

It has been impossible to carry cut routine inepeetions durlng
the year, as in ordinary times, but as complaints have arisen they
heve all been dealt with satisfactorily.

With only one or two cxeeptions, which are woll known to us, the
houses in the town arc kept in very fair condition both by the lanﬁlords
and the tenantsz.

Tho cases to which I refer are kept constantly under roview, and
where there are srnll children I have the co-operation of the Cnunty
Council Henlth Visil tor as well.

Public He-lth Qfflcoras.

fle Kedical Officar of Health,

b, Sanitary Inspector, who 1s also Borough Surveyor,

Oy C'ne whole=time Veterinary Inspector at the Bacon Factory.
of ifessrs, C. & T. Harris (Calne) Ltd,

d, County Council Health Visitor whose dlstrict extends

into the adjoining Rural District,

I have the honour to be,
Your cbediont Servant,

(sgd) R.D. Gray.
Medical Officer of Health,






