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follower of Hahnemann and betook himself to
homeopathy with zeal and earnestness. With what
cheery patience he gave up his lucrative practice
and bore the brunt of the attacks of his well-meaning
but narrow-minded allopathic contemporaries ; with
what heroic courage he went on his way serenely
undisturbed by their prognostications as to his ultimate
fate, is already well-known to our readers.

In the long career of a homeopathic physician he
had no equal and his love and loyalty to the cause
never swerved. His mind was most active and full of
projects for the advancement of Homeopathy and the
betterment of the Indian Association for the Cultivation
of Science founded by him.

It has not been with him that he rose one morning
and found himself famous. His reputation had been
built up stone upon stone, step by step, slow but sure,
till he found himself at the top of his profession with an
unchallenged supremacy. Dr. Sircar was the architect
of his own fortune, the mason of his own fame.

The absence of such a man with such an extensive
sphere of activity, the withdrawal of such a mighty
force from the structure of Society naturally causes
world-wide griet that no time can remove.

Seldom, indeed, had it been the lot of any illustrious
dead in this country to leave behind him the bright
example of the good and great, the noble qualities of
head and heart, and the unparalleled illustration of

sense of duty as has been done by the subject of this
biography.
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2 DR, SIRCAR

I am greatly indebted for my present medical views and
whom I regard with great veneration. I have learned much
from Dr. Sircar, the contemplation of his noble and beauti-
ful life has often given me strength in the midst of trials
and temptations, and his sound instruction has given me
great help. Men always desire that those whom they love
and revere should be widely known, and for me therefore
it is natural to wish to write of one of the greatest of my
countrymen.

Dr. Mahendra Lal Sircar was born on the 2znd Novem-
ber, 1833, in Paikpara, a village 18 miles west of Howrah.
When he was five years old his mother brought him to the
house of his maternal uncles, Babus Isvar Chandra Ghose
and Mahesh Chandra Ghose in Nebutalla, Calcutta, A few
days after his arrival at Calcutta, the death of his father took
place at Paikpara at the early age of 32 years. Dr. Sircar
had to be taken back to Paikpara when the Sradk ceremony
of his father took place. After a short stay there, the
fatherless boy and his brother were brought back by their
mother to their maternal uncles’ house, where they remained
for good. His mother survived her husband for about 4 years,
and fell a victim to cholera after she completed the thirty-
second year of her age, In our society women generally
become pregnant at a very early age, but it is remarkable
that the mother gave birth to her first-born son Mahendra
Lal when she was 24 years of age—an age which
;s rather unusual for a Hindu female to give birth to her
first issue. Dr. Mahendra Lal Sircar received the rudiments
of his vernacular education in a neighbouring pathskala under
a gurumahasaya and was afterwards taught the first lessons
of the English alphabet by the late Babu Thakur Das
Dey, who was greatly respected by him and to whom he
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His admission into the Medical College

After entering the Medical College he was tied in the
bond of matrimony in the year 1855. His only son Amrita
Lal was born in August 1860.

He had to read hard for 6 years in the Medical College
from 1854-55 to 1859-60, when he passed the I1..M.S. exami-
nation. Mahendra Lal Sircar became the favourite pupil
of all the Professors, especially of Dr. Archer, Professor of
Diseases of the Eye, while he was reading at the Medical
College. The following incident enabled Dr, Sircar to
attract the attention of Dr. Archer. When he was a student
of the second year, he had to take a relative of his to the
out-door Dispensary for some eye disease. Dr. Archer used
to test the knowledge of the students of the fifth year class
who used to attend his clinique, by asking them to
answer very difficult questions on the anatomy and physio-
logy of the eye and on the laws of light. One day it
so happened that none of the students present could give
a correct answer to a question that was put to them about
a particular point in the anatomy of the eye. Sircar who
was standing at a distance and taking the medicine from
the compounder answered the question in a rather bold
voice. “Whois that fellow ?” asked Dr. Archer. The students
to whom Sircar was known told Professor Archer that
he was a second year student of the College. On hearing
this Dr. Archer was greatly astonished and asked the
students to call Sircar near him. On approaching him,
Sircar was literally smothered with innumerable difficult
and puzzling questions dealing with the eye. As his
answers were satisfactory and correct, Professor Archer

formed a correct estimate of his te llect, and was SO
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This year culminated in the establishment of the
Bengal Branch of the British Medical Association
through the splendid exertions of the late Dr. Goodeve
Chuckerbutty.

On the opening day Dr. Sircar delivered a speech
utterly denouncing homeopathy. Dr. Sircar was at first
elected its secretary, and after three years one of its vice-
presidents. This speech attracted the attention of the late
Rajendra Dutt, who thought he found out the right man
who, if convinced and converted, would prove to be a veritable
giant to hoist the banner of homeopathy throughout the
length and breadth of India.

At the time no qualified medical man of our country
paid any attention to Hahnemannian remedies. It was, in
fact, considered beneath one's position and dignity to study
and practise homeopathy. If any doctor had the courage to
embrace it, he was sure to be boycotted and to pay the
penalty of a severe ostracism. At this time our rich and
popular townsman, the late Babu Rajendra Dutt, who belonged
to the well known family of the Wellington Square Dutts,
grew dissatisfied with the allopathic mode of treatment and
began to practise homeopathy with zeal and earnestness.
As time rolled on Rajendra Babu's fame as a very successful
homeopathic practitioner became firmly established. Rajendra
Babu tried his best to convince Dr. Sircar and to prove the
superiority of our homeopathic remedies, but no arguments
could draw his sympathy. Dr. Sircar was then a shining star
in the horizon of our Indian allopathic physicians. He was then
rising to the acme of popularity and fame. Dr. Sircar was
a neighbour of Rajendra Babu's. Many desperate cases
given up by Dr. Sircar and other allopaths were saved from
the jaws of death by Rajendra Babu. Dr. Sircar did not
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the necromantic power of re-kindling the almost extinguished
lamp of life into a living flame. This patent fact was cons-
tantly heard and marked by Dr. Sircar in his extensive
practice. Dr. Sirkar was a very conscientious man, and he
accordingly began to thoroughly study homeopathy. It was
not long before he saw that there was truth in the system
and that the profession had been doing a most flagrant
injustice to it by declaring a ban of ostracism to those who
had the courage to take to it.

His keen intellect enabled him to appreciate the intrinsic
excellence and worth of the Hahnemannian system. This
led him to deliver his address on medicine under the title of
the “Supposed Uncertainty in Medical Sciences, etc.”” He was
converted to the then wuniversally obnoxious system of
medicine, and he courageously declared his faith despite the
wrath of his colleagues and the anathema of the University
of which he was a brilliant ornament. Dr. Sircar avowed
his conviction by a bold and open declaration in 1867. The
allopathic profession in Calcutta was taken by surprise when
the news of his conversion was known. Nobody thought for
a single moment that he would not be swayed by the love
of gold which was then coming to him in profusion, and that
he would accept Hahnemann as his future guide. Dr. Sircar
was not a man of that type. He betook himself to homeo-
pathy as soon as his eyes were opened to the superiority of
our remedies. His conversion fanned the flame of ill-feeling
and rage of the followers of Hippocrates, and brought about
his excommunication' from the medical associations : but
nothing could arrest the growth of his faith, He stood firm
as a rock before the violent blast of opposition of his
opponents. The interest and fascination of homeopathy grew
upon him with each advancing year. He was a living
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mode of treatment, he would never have experienced the
bitterness of adversity. But the path of truth is even barri-
caded with sorrows and sufferings, dangers and difficulties, and
the great Sircar endured them all with passive submis-
sion and strength of character.

Dr. Sircar published an account of his conversion to
homeopathy in his Calcutta Journal of Medicine in the
month of July, 1902. It will not be uninteresting to our
readers if we reproduce the article in full.

Dr. Sircar thus writes :—

It would not, I think, be uninteresting as an episode in
the history of homeopathy in India to relate how my con-
version was brought about.

At the preliminary meeting for the establishment of
a medical society as a branch of the British Medical Asso-
ciation, held at the house of the late lamented Dr. Chucker-
butty, on the 27th May, 1863, in moving a resolution I made
a speech in which I contemptuously alluded to homeopathy
as one of the various systems of quackery which, 1 said,
owed their rise and Zemporary triumph to the regular pro-
fession being unmindful of the following facts, namely, that
all diseases are not curable, that many diseases, which our
interference can do nothing for, are sometimes better left
alone and to nature, and that quacks and charlatans step-
ping in when we desert our patients, often effect cures
which perhaps we had been retarding.

[ was thus, equally with my professional brethren, a
hater and denouncer of homeopathy, and perhaps the most
furious of them all. Like them I had no knowledge of it
except from its caricatures by orthodox opponents. This
distorted knowledge derived from misrepresentation of the
system aided by the apparent absurdity of the law of similars
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which inspired him with the hope that he had at last found
a professional whom he would be able to bring over to his
side, that is, to the side of truth, if only he could be induced
to hold in abeyance his professional pride for a time.

That hope would in all probability have remained
unfulfilled, had it not been for a pure accident. Babu
Rajinder Dutt was untiring in his endeavours to make a
convert of me, but with an obstinacy which was character-
istic of deep-rooted prejudice 1 was repelling ali his argu-
ments and refusing even to watch his cases on the plea that
I could not aftord to lose time and professional dignity to
watch cases under a layman.

While such struggle was going on between us, a lay
friend ill-disposed to homeopathy handed me a homeopa-
thic pamphlet for review for a periodical of which he was
one of the editors, The pamphlet was Morgan’s Philosophy
of Homeopathy. This I thought was a very good oppor-
tunity for me to smash homeopathy and silence Babu
Rajinder. The book was the first on homeopathy I con-
descended to read, and [ thought I would write off a review
of it in no time. DBut what was the impression after a
cursory glance at the pamphlet ? I was convinced that I
could not review it properly before reading it a second time.
On a second careful perusal the conviction was forced upon
me that no opinion could and should be passed on a priors
grounds alone on a system which was alleged to be based
upon facts, and which boldly challenged an appeal to facts.
But how to get at the facts ? 1 had no other alternative than
to turn to Babu Rajinder. He was the only practitioner whose
cases I could watch, and though a layman, I now did not
hesitate to sacrifice professional dignity, and made up my
mind to be as it were his clinical clerk in order to arrive at
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sacred duty it was to avail themselves of every means for
the cure of disease, the amelioration of suffering, and the
prolongation of life, I thought it my duty to lay my ex-
periences before the profession.

As a first step, to one professor of my college who had
a great liking for me when a student and afterwards, and at
whose fatherly insistence I had dared to appear at the M.D.
Examination, I timidly communicated my altered convic-
tions. He was horrified to learn I had somehow come to
a leaning towards the hated system. He was sure, however,
that with increased and matured experience I would see
through its absurdity. From the manner in which he spoke
I almost thought so myself. But increased experience only
brought stronger conviction and I dared not meet him again.
Sometime, perhaps not less that six months after, we acci-
dentally met as we were passing in the same street. He
stopped his conveyance and beckoned me. The first ques-
tion he asked was, “how is it you have not seen me so long ?"
“Simply because,” T said, “my convictions about homeo-
pathy having gained in strength from extended experience,
I did not expect any sympathy from him.” “You have my
sympathy always. You have made a mistake. You are a
rising man and have a bright prospect before you. A time
will come when we shall have to consult you. I have every
hope of your mistake being rectified in due course. I will
advise you not to give out your conviction yet too soon. If
you do you will have to repent for it.” This was what in
substance hesaid. In those days the professors took a great
interest in their pupils and actually loved them, and the
veneration of their pupils for them was unbounded,

I followed the advice given with such kindness and
warmth of affection. But I went on with my trials which had
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secretaries, who was an Irishman, the meeting would have
succeeded in achieving the triumph of expelling the offending
member who a moment before was a vice-president. The
Bengal branch emulated the parent Association in bigotry if
in nothing else, The scene was dramatic in the extreme, and
is still vivid in my mind, Some idea of it was given by an
eye-witness in one of the papers, and I must content myself
with referring to it instead of attempting a description myself,
especially as I have in contemplation the reprinting of my
address with the opinions of the press thereon and on the
proceedings of the meeting. The press as will be seen, was
unanimous in condemnation of bigotry and in favour of tolera-
tion in matters scientific. |

After the meeting there was considerable and unseemly
wrangling about the possession of my paper. I was peremp-
torily asked to leave it with the Secretaries, as it was a pro-
perty of the Association. I protested and pointed out that,
having been the first Secretary of the Association for
three years since its establishment, I knew positively there
was no rule to that effect; and that never before we had
demanded from their authors the papers that were read at
our meetings. When it was found that I was not so docile
and submissive as they had thought, or at least thought they
could coerce me to be, one of the members who had played
the second best at the meeting requested me to make over the
paper to him which after considerable hesitation I did, but
not before telling him that I had no objection to giving the
paper to him as a friend but not as an office-bearer of the
Association. As.events showed I was justified in my hesita-
tion. It was with difficulty I got back the paper and that not
before the administration of a legal threat. Had I not thus
insisted upon getting the paper back, it would never have
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22 DR. SIRCAR

the history of the medical profession in this country. On
that day a native member of the profession was the first in
India to stand up for a reform in medicine and for this he
met with opposition and even persecution similar to that
which had attended the reform in the land of its birth and in
other parts of the world. Upwards of thirty-five years have
elapsed since that date, and considering the circumstances of
the country the progress of the reform has not been unsatis-
factory. There has been growing appreciation of homeopathy
throughout India. Numbers of the native members of the
regular profession have openly adopted the system and are
practising it with success. Though income i1s no criterion
of true success, yet the fact that several homeopathic practi-
tioners are enjoying respectable incomes shows that the
system must be in favour with the community. This is
evidenced by another fact which is no less significant. We
have no regular and adequate organization for teaching the
principles and the practice of the system, notwithstanding the
existence of four (!) homeopathic schools in Calcutta, and
the necessity has been felt of resorting to America for due
qualification. Some had actually gone to that distant land
of freedom and come back equipped with degrees from her
recognized Homeopathic Colleges, and others are following
their good example, Who would have thought of under-
going heavy expenses and of undertaking long and perilous
journeys for homeopathy if there had been no demand for
its practitioners ?

The evidence of the law of demand and supply in favour
of homeopathy is supplied by another fact, namely, the
growth and multiplication of lay practitioners. Had it not
been for the evident superiority of the new system over the
old, people would not have trusted their health and their
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50 DR, SIRCAR

An erroneous impression reigns supreme that allopathy
possesses an incontrovertible vantage-ground in the combating
of acute diseases, and in this respect it is far superior to |
homeopathy. But now-a-days, this impression does not carry ":
any weight, and we cannot but laugh it away with disdain.
It will be out of place if I attempt to popularize the teachings |
of Hahnemann by exhibiting the unrivalled and almost magi- |
cal power of homeopathy over acute diseases in this book.

It is very difficult for a physician of ordinary intelligence
to be a successful practitioner of homeopathy. The true |
difficulty stands not in the way of its theory, but in the
way of its practice. Homeopathy is, no doubt, too esoteric.
It is of paramount importance on the part of a homeopathic
physician to hunt out the nosological, etiological and
symptomatological lesions if he wish to earn the laurel
wreaths of success. Generalization and individualization must
not be lost sight of. Its field has lately been so vast and
fathomless that its followers will meet with constant failures
in the success of their treatment if they do not try to grasp |
thoroughly its materia medica and if they do not apply their
intellect to the careful espital of the divers symptoms and |
syndromes that are exhibited in the patient. |

“That adequate effects can only be got from massive
doses” is the premise upon which allopathy rests. It recog-
nizes only the force of weight, apart from that of atoms.
Physics and Chemistry nevertheless afford ample and tangible
evidence to enlighten us in arriving at a clear distinction
between these two effects of masses and atoms. The whole
science of chemistry is built upon the
qualities of atoms and particles. We are
daily becoming cognizant of the great influence of miasma
in generating pestilence which devastates the population

foundation of the
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of giving a new form to the corrupted blood and of |
altering the constitution, If the monster of this lingering

and deep-seated malady has ascended the culminating
height of its destructive inroad and if death knocks at the
very gate of life, it can still be asserted without any fear
of animadversion that homeopathy will undoubtedly carry
off the palm of victory by bringing about a happy ameliora-
tion of all the principal agonizing symptoms. With the
extraordinary swiftness of the prophet’s gourd the almost
dying embers of vitality are sometimes re-kindled.

When the inroad of cholera was first marked in Europe,

homeopathy was then lisping its first words. Could any- |

body predict at that trying time that its maiden sword
would be the terror of this monster of a horrible disease?
But the .adherents of the old school of medicine, with all
the good array of their divers heroic weapons, can hardly
cope with the fury of a cholera epedemic—nay, even the
strength of all their long-fostered dogmas is not at all com-
mensurate with the ravages of this dreaded pest. Even the
opponents of homeopathy can not deny the uncontested
truth that this fell disease itself has now become the glorious
medium, throughout the length and breadth of India, of
propagating the marvellous efficacy, undying renown, and
withal the superiority of homeopathic remedies. During
the recent visitation of plague in India, homeopathy has
won some brilliant triumphs in the treatment of this fatal
malady.

The old school of medicine is very fond of bleeding
and salivation. It is only owing to the rapid dissemination
of homeopathic principles that much distrust of blood-
letting and salivation is fast gaining ground. Emboldened
in our reliance upon the efficacy of our Hahnemannian
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otherwise. The effect of friction is so far-reaching that not
only are internal physical properties, such as caloric, odour,
&c., are roused into activity, but also the spirit-like remedial
powers of natural substance are thereby greatly intensified.
Remedial agents are not dead masses in the general sense
of the term ; on the contrary, their correct essential nature
is solely dynamically spiritual—is only force which may be
intensified in potency almost to an incredible degree, by that
very marvellous way of trituration and succussion according
to the Hahnemannian method. Pure gold, silver and
platinum do not exert any influence upon the human health
in their solid state. Their medicinal action remains in abeyance
if they are not strongly and sufficiently triturated in
accordance with the rules laid down in our Homceopathic
Pharmacopceia. Natrum Muriaticam and Carbo Veg are
two very excellent homceeopathic remedies ; but they acquire
their remedial properties when they undergo the process
of trituration. It is therefore evident that the hidden powers
of remedial substances are developed and their suspended
animation revived, by the process of dynamization, and
they thus possess activity, and attain the ne plus wultra of
operating and curative virtues.

“That adequate effects can only be got from massive
dose" is the premise upon which Allopathy rests. It recog-
nises only the force of weight apart from that of atoms.
Physics and Chemistry nevertheless afford ample and tangible
evidence to enlighten us in arriving at a clear distinction
between these two effects of masses and atoms. The whole
scienee of chemistry is built upon the foundation of the
qualities of atoms and particles. We are daily becoming
congnizant of the great influence of miasma in generating
pestilence which devastates the population of large ciites and
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Dr. Sircar.

Dr. Sircar had such a command over the English
language that all his writings were always admired by such
high personages as Sir Stevart Baley and Sir John
Woodburn, His mind was, in fact, pregnant with the best
productions of English literature and what he wrote nr&'
spoke possessed wonderful literary acumen and merit. In
the prosaic debates of the Council Chamber or in hi '.j_
writings contributed to the Calcutta Journal of Medicin:g'
he always evinced the most consummate literary predi]ec-ah'
tions and ever displayed the most unparalleled skill in
the grace and beauty of his diction. |

Dr. Sircar wrote a book entittled “Habnemann the
Father of Scientific Medicine.” It is painted from his Presi-
dential-address, delivered at the Albert Hall on the occasiom
of the 133rd Anniversary of the birth of Hahnemann, on
the 1oth April, 1888. He was author of “Moral Influence
of Physical Science,”” being the substance of a Lecture,
delivered at the Town Hall, on January 7, 1891, unde d
the Presidency of the then Lieutenant-Govornor of"
Bengal.

He also wrote on the “Physiological Basis of Psycho
logy”. He was also author of “Therapeutics of Plague” and
a “Sketch of the Treatment of Cholera.” All his books
bore the impress of his original mind and were favourably
received by the public and the profession alike.

Dr. Sircar had been contributing a very interesting’
paper on the Therapeutics of Constipation, Diarrhoea,
Dysentery, and Cholera to his Journal. He described the
symptoms of nearly 160 homeopathic remedies in this
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voured not to give utterance to any statement which he
could not defend.

Then there were responsible duties in connection with
the secretaryship of the Science Association, Alone and
unassisted, he carried on the correspondence, managed the
affairs of the Association, formulated its policy, and its
finances, and prepared its reports. In fact, he was the life
and soul of this Association.

All these works were performed by him single-handed.
His moral courage and independence helped him to do
them smoothly. It is by the influence of this independence,
self-help, self-reliance, moral courage or what we call, we
accomplish every great reform, which has made mankind
wiser and more prosperous—the reform of knowledge which
is so rapidly and extensively widening its boundaries ; of
science and the arts which are ever astonishing us with
new inventions, discoveries, triumphs and wonders.

One day half an hour before the announced time of a
lecture which he was to deliver at the Science Association,
a rich man came to take him to see a patient at Hooghly
and offered him Rs. 1000, if he would go to see the patient
once. But Dr. Sircar immediately gave a negative reply
asking him to go to another doctor. In this way many
patients slipped off his hand and yet he moved not an inch.

Dr. Sircar was a voluminous reader of professional
journals, The number of these periodicals was legion and
all these journals were carefully, critically and thoroughly
scanned and every contribution of importance was recorded
in his index rerum for future reference.

The perseverance, the will and the labour that were
indispensable for these wonderfully stupendous accomplish-
ments are among the rarest of human attributes.
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regarded in such various lights and whose years bridged
so long a span of time in fighting for the cause of homeo-
pathy in India.

Feeling the overwhelming strength of tide that was
running against his view when Dr. Sircar began to preach
the fundamental principles of homeopathy, he was not
disheartened for a single moment, but he flew to the new
task of working out the mysteries that this new science
embodied and with Dr. Sircar to work out a thing in his

own mind always meant to exponnd and to enforce for
the minds of others. His pen was ever busy in defending
the cause of homeopathy and was to him atonce as an
adamantine sword and a mighty buckler.

We are dazzled by the inexhaustible versatality of his
mind. From force of indomitable will, with all its roots in
habit, example, conviction, purpose, grew forth his dominant
and most effective qualities. Toil was his inborn element ;
and although his mind was pregnant with divers native gifts,
he was never visited by the dream so fatal to many a well-
laden argosy, that genius alone accomplishes all. It
was very early in life that Dr. Sircar gave unmistakable
proof of that sovereign quality of moral courage which
was one of the most conspicuous of all his traits. He
had the passion for simplicity to a decree—simplicity
in life, manners, feeling, conduct, the relations of men
to men ; hatred of luxury and profusion and all the
fabric of artificial and self-created wants. He always culti-
vated the habit of self-help ; he did not seek or like to be
dependent upon others for what he could himself supply ;
he kept down as much as he could the standard of his
needs, for in this lay the great secret of his manliness, true
wealth and happiness. ¢ He is a wonderful man,” said the












CASES FROM SIRCAR’S CLINIQUE.

1. A case of Empyema.

Abdus Sattar, Mahomedan, aged 18, resident of Dhoba-
para (Mudiali) near Garden Reach, about 5 miles from
Calcutta, was brought to me on the morning of Tuesday,
the 27th September, 1898. He was suffering from fever of
the remittent type for the last 34 days, with aggravation
in the afternoon. There was much emaciation and con-
siderable dyspnecea. On examination the whole of the
left side of the chest was dull on percussion. There was
just a slight respiratory murmur at the apex of the left
lung. The intercostal spaces were as it were filled up and
almost bulging as if from fluid pressure from within. There
was much cough but no rales in the right lung. Heart
beats exaggerated and visible. Considerable bulging of
the precordial region. Can lie only on the left side ;
slightly jaundiced tint of the conjunctiva and of the skin,
but no enlargement of the liver. Tongue slightly furred.

I diagnosed the case to be one of pleuritis of the left
side with effusion filling up the whole of the pleural cavity,
causing shrinking of the whole of the left lung, and pro-
bably also pericarditis with effusion. 1 gave Bryo. 2 x.

29th Sept. Report was that the patient was better,
fever and cough and dyspnea were less. Continued
Bryo 2 x.

joth. Report was brought in the morning that the
cough was worse, but in other respects much the same.
Thinking the increase of cough was due to an aggravation
of Bryo. 2 x, gave Bryo. 4 x.

and Oct. Report of strong fever yesterday. Sent
Aco. 2 x.

4th. Fever less but cough worse. Bryo. 6 x.
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stationary, 1 changed the dilution to the 3oth centesimal
which was continued till the 1oth, But no further im-
provement following I again stopped all medicine.

18th Nov. Report was that the patient was almost the
same, the slight fever hanging on still. Gave Sulph. 30.
From this day improvement became rapid. The discharge
ceased and the opening through which it was flowing healed
up in a day or two. The fever and the cough disappeared
in about a week. The appetite increased and there was
great cry for more food than was allowed.

16th Dec. Patient brought this morning. I was glad
to find him nearly all right, the fistulous opening quite
healed, the respiration fully established in the upper and
partially in the lower part of the aflected lung, though
still frequent, being 28 in a minute, the swelling over the
pericardial region quite gone. Continued Sulpkh., and
ordered a bath to be given to-morrow.

21st. Patient brought. Found him Dbetter still.

Stopped med.
Remarks.

It is difficult to say whether this was a case of suppurative
pleuritis from the beginning, or of simple pleuritis with
serous effusion taking on degenerative suppurative changes
in the course of old school treatment. When the patient.
was brought to me thirty-four days after the commencement
of illness, there was nothing to lead me to infer that there
was pus in the pleural cavity., Taking the fluid which
had filled the whole of the left side of the chest to be
ordinary serous effusion, and having regard for the jaundice
and the symptom that the patient could lie only on the
affected side I prescribed Bryonia. It did some, but not,
much, good in the beginning. I had to use Aconite for






2. A case of Renal Colic Cured by
Lycopodium.

Babu H. P. M., aged 46, resident of Calcutta, by occupa-
tion a clerk, came to me on the morning of the 1st October
1899, with the following complaint. He has been suffering
for two menths from a pain which runs down from the
region of the left kidney to the left testicle. He suffers
also from great windiness, passing flatulence upwards and
downwards constantly. His general prostration is very great.
All these symptoms are gradually increasing ; and the renal
pain is occasionally very severe. Gave him Lycopodium 16x.

4th Oct. Called in the morning and reported that the
pain from the kidney down to the testicle is nearly gone,
and that the flatulence has become less, though still he hag
to eructate much. Continued Lycopodium.

8th Oct. Called in the morning as usual. Pain entirely
gone, does not feel the windiness, though he has to eructate
but much less frequently. Prostration is also decidedly less.
Continued medicine.

17th Oct. Presented himself as usual with all the
symptoms nearly gone.

22nd. Cured.

Kemarks.

There are two points of interest in this case. First, the
renal colic was left-sided, and yet ZLycopodium effected a
cure. The general belief amongst homeopathic practi-
tioners is that ZLycopodium 1s more suited for right-sided
affections. Dr. Nash says—*" Lycopodium affects the right
most, or at least the troubles begin on the right side......
Any complaint that begins on right and goes to left makes
me think of Lycopodium.” Accordingly we find Lilienthal
recommending it for renal colic when pain extends down
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from which they are negated were held together and
mutually opposed ; i.e., unless they were regarded as
factors comprehended within the one “all-inclusive system
of relations.” Such a system of relations, however, being
constituted by the putting together of the units of experi-
ence—the units becoming units only in virtue of the
relations into which they enter—presupposes a unifying
principle that is not itself a part of it. That which establishes
relations between the objects of experience can not itself
be one of them. That which puts together the constituent
elements, say of the book before you, must be something to.
which these elements are equally present. It can not itself
be one of them ; otherwise it could not connect the parts
and form the single entity bobk. If the experienced world
is a congeries of parts related to one another in endless
ways, it implies a unifying principle which cannot be any
of the objects of experience made possible. through the
Synthesis. If objects exist in time and space in virtue of
their mutual distinction, each of them must be present
to a principle that unifies them, apart from which unifica-
tion their verv distinction from one another would be
impossible. Differentiation and integration must go hand
in hand. If the manifold objects of experience are
related to one another through mutual distinction, if each
definite reality has its place in time and space fixed by
the exclusion of and relation to other definite realities,
then there is implied a principle of unity over-reaching the
manifold.

If the material world is a whole consisting of inter-related
parts, if each of its constituent elements can be known only
as standing in certain definite relations to the other cons-
tituent elements of it, if, in short, the material world is a
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related whole. The material world, therefore, is only one-
half of the complete reality of which the other-half is Spirit
and this eternal and absolute Spirit is God.

In Sircar’s opinion, therefore, the existence of the uni-
verse implies the existence of a spiritual principle as its
necessary correlation. In other words, the universe is the
necessary manifestation of one Spiritual self-conscious being.
To speak in figurative language, God is the centre of which
the universe is the circumference and the universe is the
circamference of which God is the centre. Circumference
can not be without a centre and a centre can not be without
a circumference anymore than the universe can exist without
God or God without the universe. God is as necessary to the
world as the world is to God. In short, the external world
1s not a mass of dead matter as is ordinarily supposed, but is
the living thought of a living God. If the universe exists it
exists for and is the work of thought and is its realisation or
manifestation. The very existence of the universe implies
an infinite inteligence.

The next question that has to be asked is what are our
ownselves. Now the answer must be that our own selves
also are unifying principles akin to the eternal unity of self-
consciousness implied in the existence of nature. In so far
as we are capable of knowledge—we are the agencies that
relate facts and combine them into the Cosmos of experience.
But on the other hand, we can not maintain that our unity of
self-consiousness is the central principle of the universe.
“To us the universe does not appear as the one all-inclusive
system of relations’ as it must do to a consciousness eternal
and complete. It 1s also notorious that our consciousness has
had abeginning in time. The only alternative therefore, that
we have is to regard our finite consciousness as, “ a certain re-
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as members of the social organism. They have their concrete
duties by virtue of their station in society. What the body is
to the soul that the social organism is to morality. A purely
individualislic ethics is impossible. To isolate an individual
from the social organism is to eviscerate him of his moral
worth. In the family, society and the state the moral ideal is
concretely realised, although the realisation is progressive.
It is a mistake to think that society is a collection of indivi-
duals; on the contrary individuals derive their moral
worth by participating in the wider life of society and
the state. As Dr. John Caird says ‘‘we do not first get
the idea of man and then add to it the further idea of
society or the social union ; for man is not man, the idea
of human nature can not be expressed a part from the
social relation in which alone that nature is realised. The
existence of a spirit in pure individuality apart from other
spirits is not conceivable, for a spiritual besing is one that
finds itself only in what is other than itself; it must lose
its isolated individuality in order truly to find or be itself.
Again “In one sense the members of the social organism
in which I live, the institutions, the civil and political
organisation of the community to which I belong are out-
side or independent of me and there are certain duties and
obligations which they authoritatively impose on me.

They constitute a moral order—an external or objective
morality to which I must submit. But in another sense
they are not foreign to me, they are more truly me than
my private self. Apart from them I have no real self, or
only the false self of a fragment taking itself for a whole.
It is when the moral life of society flows into me that my
nature reaches a fuller development, and then only are my
social duties adequately fulfilled when they cease to have
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are quite independent of the chains which bind indivi-
duals together.

It is seldom that we take a comprehensive view of
things. Our difficulty about harmonising individual liberty
with obedience to society arises from the hard and fast
distinction which we draw between the inner spirit of the
individuals and the laws of society. The laws of society and
the state are the creations of the human spirit for the reali-
sation of its freedom. They are, in their essence, the out-
ward embodiments of the moral laws within. If obedience
to the moral laws does not make away with individual liberty,
no more so does obedience to society. It is a mistake to
isolate the individual from society. If society apart from indi-
viduals is an abstraction, equally so is the individual apart
from society. Moral life takes rise only when the individual
learns to regard himself as a member of the social organism.
In so far as a man surrenders his insulated personality and
regains his individuality through the wider life of society, he
i1s a moral being. In the customs and usages of society, the
moral law finds its content, We are moral subjects only as
we are conscious of ourselves as members with others of one
society and are able, therefore, to view ourselves like them
impartially with reference to the ends of society ** Morality
springs out of the inevitable condition of the consciousness
of self by the consciousness of our re'2tions to others and the
consequent necessity of judging ourselves from a social point
of view, whether it be the point of view of the family or of
the nation or whatever be the society to which we thus relate
ourselves.” The solidarity of man with his fellows is in
Sircar's opinion the condition of the realisation of man's moral’
nature. Butitis not to be supposed that he regarded the:
social organisation as the complete embodiment of the moral!
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display of anger wounded his tender susceptibilities, for
he had a great admiration for Dr, Sircar. On the follow-
ing morning he not only sent the report of his case but
also a letter criticising the rude words of Dr. Sircar and
giving a free vent to the outburst of his feelings. Pandit
Siva Nath Sastri became very uneasy soon after the dis-
patch of this letter, for he thought that a poor boy as he
was, he should not have taken the liberty of writing such
a bold letter. The next morning he was surprised to learn
that Dr. Sircar came and wanted to see the boy named
Siva Nath Bhattacharya. With great terror, he presented
himself before Dr. Sircar, who was waiting for him down-
stairs. As soon as he appeared before him, Dr. Sircar
stood up and warmly shook hands with him. He told him
that he had come only to thank him for his letter. He
then took him into his carriage and told him that necessity
had compelled him to use those unpleasant words to that
gentleman, for he had no business to disturb him when he
was attending to his own.

The noble life of Dr. Sircar beautifully illustrates an
example raplete with plain speaking, plain living and high
thinking.

He very often raised his sonorous voice and tried his best
to do away with any existing iniquity. He did not repose
his head upon the pillow for a single moment without
giving vent to his eternal detestation of all the preposterous
principles or customs which he met with.

[t has been said that no man is indispensable and that
another will be fouud to fill the vacant place. But un-
fortunately this remark does not hold true in the case of
Dr. Sircar. An Indian among Indians in the simplicity of
his habits and mode of life, a patriot in the widest sense
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Conclusion.

The first object of bringing a short biography
Dr. Sircar before my readers is that they should imitat
him in their everyday words, thoughts and deeds.

How many delineations of the greatest, the brav
the most learned and the most virtuous of men, carefully
portrayed, have both the Greek and Latin writers be
queathed to us, not merely for us to look at and gaze upon
but also for our imitation.

Cicero in his Pro Archia Poeta Says:—"Qua
multas nobis imagines non Solum ad intuendum, veru
etiam ad imitandum fortissimorum virorum expressa
Scriptores et Graeci et Latini reliquerunt, quas ego ni
semper in administranda republica proponens animum
mentem meam ipsa cogitatione hominum excellentiu
confommabum.”

They should always, keeping them before their min
eyes, strive to mould their feelings and thoughts by cc
tinually reflecting on the excellent characters of the
greatly illustrious men. They should always rememb
that natural excellence alone has made many men g
without intellectual culture ; but when to an excelle
and admirable natural disposition there is added a certait
system and training of education, then from that combi
nation arises an extraordinary perfection of charact
They must seek literature for the cultivation and pra :
of virtue., If they do not derive any substantial ben
from it and even if there is no advantage to be reaped fri
it, still T imagine that they will consider it to be t
most reasonable and liberal employment of the mind, |
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may meet in amity, friendship and love. No cause has
ever prospered without the sacred assistance of unity.
It has been remarked by a distinguished writer that India
has a great and mighty future before her. The celestial
mandate has been issued that every Indian must now do
his duty unflinchingly, otherwise he will be hurled head-
long to the vortex of misery. There was a time of mar-
vellous self sacrifice, matchless patriotism, stirring activity
and hrm and steadfast devotion to duty in the bright
annals of this world, when Howard the philanthropist had
to run the gauntlet of persecution in order to alleviate
the sufferings of prisoners, when Hampden consecrated
his life for the deliverance of his country, when Mazzini
flung away the prospects of a life replete with rich promises
of earthly greatness, in order that he might devote his
life to the accomplishment of Italian unity and Italian
independence, when Granville Sharp, Clarkson and Buxton,
three great abolitionists, devoted themselves to the aboli-
tion and eradication of slavery, when Catharine Douglas
being fired with loyal enthusiasm, supplied the place of
a bar of the door to hold it shut for saving James I of
Scotland from the anger of his disorderly nobles, when
Amelia Seiveking offered up her life for spending it in
compassionate and ministering love. The cause of Italian
unity had its apostles and prophets, its Garibaldis and its
Mazzinis, the cause of American unity had its apostles and
prophets, its Washingtons and its Garfields ; the cause of
Scottish union had its apostles and prophets, its Wallaces
and its Bruces. Who will be the Garibaldi and the
Wallace of Indian unity ? Who are prepared to consecrate
their energies to the good of India? I appeal to my young
friends that they will strive henceforth to act up to my
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education is intended not for the purpose solely of enabling
them to earn their own bread and to look after their own
comforts ; but that they should prepare themselves for
higher, nobler and purer ends—for enabling them to hght
with the healthy *“ breezy battle” of life and for enabling
them to breathe a high moral atmosphere.

They should fit themselves to be the true leaders of,
not the slavish followers, applause seekers and popularity-
hunters of their people. They must require the education
of the head as well as that of heart. They must cultivate
both their feeling and intellect. One may be a good
historian like Macaulay, a great philosopher like John
Stuart Mill, an eloquent orator like Burke, a great drama-
tist like Shakespeare, a great mathematician like Sir
Issac Newton, or a novelist like Scott, but yet he will not
prove a useful agent of society, unless possessed of feel-
ings-good and noble. We can not but be enthusiastic
admirers of a prodigy of genius, but we love and venerate
a man of good character and he commands the spontane-
ous homage of mankind.

Martin Luther says :—The prosperity of a country
depends, not on the abundance of its revenues, nor on the
strength of its fortification, nor on the beauty of its public
buildings ; but it consists in the number of its educated
citizens, in its men of education, enlightenment and
character ; here are to be found its true interest, its chief
strength, its real power.”

Dr. Samuel Arthur says :—*“I take individual character
to be the highest embodiment of the human being,—the
noblest heraldry of man. Itis that which dignifies him,
which elevates him in the scale of manhood, which forms
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in return. Our virtues, so long as they remain dormant
within us as faculties and dispositions, have no merit, any
more than the miser’s hoard buried under the ground ; it
is only when they play an active part in the theatre of life,
that they entitle us to reward. Life, without tasting the
bitterness of adversity, is not life at all. If we expect to
find life a bed of primrose—all sunshine, all happiness, all
pleasure, all blessing, we will find it but too often strewn
over with thorns. We must not attach too much impor-
tance to the eventsof this life. If we fix our hopes and
aspirations upon things of this world, we will be inconsolable
at little losses and failures ; but if we keep a firm faith in
a better life, we will neither be daunted by difficulties nor
depressed by failures. There is a great deal in life which
baffles our human reason—which has puzzled the greatest
thinkers of all ages. Sometimes we see virtue trodden
down, and vice triumphant, and other apparent anomalies,
which we can not account for.

Solomon says :—* Behold, the righteous shall be recom-
pensed in the earth; much more the wicked and the
sinner.”

In such apparently anomalous cases, our enly consola-
tion comes from firm faith in divine goodness,—in the
faith ‘that whatever he gives, he gives best.” The
faith, deep-rooted and steadfast, must be strongly implanted
in our minds with the irm conviction that this universe is
ordered and regulated by an all-powerful and all-wise
providence and that nothing anomalous in the vast system
whereof we are but infinitesimal parts. My young friends
must be in the habit of faithfully reviewing their conduct at
stated seasons. They must every night, before they woo
the advance of slumber, examine what they had been doing

































