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PREFACE

THE first volume of this biography appeared in July, 1914, about a month
before the outbreak of the Great War. It met with few readers, and
failed to repay the cost of production. The war injured the Galton Labora-
tory in many ways, the chief, perhaps, being that it rendered of small value
itsdpuhlimtmn funds; thus a collection of Galton's published papers, which
had been projected before the war, was placed out of the question. Further
the relative and the friend of Galton who in 1914 had financed together the
first volame were unable to face the excessive post-war costs of printing.
In 1919 accordingly, when the pen again replaced ballistics, the tired mind
and hand could not seek a legitimate relief in continuing the story of Galton's
life. It was only in 1922 that the generous gift of an old schoolfriend, the
late Mr Lewis Haslam, M.P., enabled me to face the difficulties of a second
volume. I deeply regret that he did not live to see this work in type. But
if friends and a.cifmil'era of Galton find in it anything they value, let them
remember the debt they owe to Lewis Haslam,

When it came to planning this second volume the biographer found
himself, however, in a very different position from what he had anticipated
in 1914. He then considered that the issue of the collected works of Galton
would render easy the task of describing Galton’s researches. Such issue
having ceased to be practicable, a grave problem arose. Many of Galton’s

apers are now inaccessible, even a record of the original loci of publication
18 not available’, there is no annotated bibliography to guide men to the
memoirs themselves by a suggestion of their contents, and they are scattered,
one might almost say, at random not only through the publications of many
learned societies and scientific journals, but in the daily, weekly and monthly
press, often in magazines which have long ceased to appear. The most
striking factor in Galton’s work was its pioneer character, he blazed a trail
where others have followed with a highway. To grasp his extraordinary
suggestiveness—even when his methods are the crude extemporisations of
the first settler, ever ready to advance further as others erowd in behind—
the reader must study Galton’s writings in the mass. But these are in many
cases beyond his reach, if not beyond his ken. Thinking the matter out
carefully, I determined that this second volume of Galton’s biography should
toa ]a.rﬁ extent supply the reader with what the collected works would have
done; that the résumé of memoirs, books, and articles should be full enough
to enable the anthropologist, the geneticist and the statistician to appreciate

! The bibliography attached to the Memories is very incomplete. Not only do papers fail,
but often the deseription is incorrect either as to volume or as to year, or even as to the title of
the journal assigned, while throughout no pages are given.

i



vi Preface

what Galton had done, and so starting from his suggestions make a more
thorough map of a district, where Galton would only claim to have made a
chart of the cardinal points. In taking this determination I was soon aware
that it meant adding a third volume to this Life. I have had to postpone to
that volume the discussion of Correlation, the Statistical Theory of Haradit}*,
Personal Identification and Desecription and Eugenies together with many
letters, characteristic of GGalton’s mentality and of his affectionate disposition.
But that volume seems an easy one after the present, for it largely deals with
work done after Galton had been recognised as a master and friend.

The multitude of my own tasks from 1880 onwards gave me little leisure
to do more than keep in touch with emrrent work; I had small opportunity
for considering earlier memoirs, and many of Galton's papers written before
I left Cambridge 1 have only read forty years after their publication. How
I now regret that I had not studied them, when with youthful energy still
mine I might have pursued further their lines of thought! How many are
the suggestions they make for novel and profitable research! I shall indeed
be content, if this book of mine opens up to the younger men of to-day that
field of inspiration, which Galton provided for some half-dozen of us in the
‘eighties. How much one seems to have lost by waiting to explore it fully,
until one’s Wanderjahre were for ever gone !

If this second volume be written essentially to bring the thoughts of a
great scientist home to the younger scientists of to-day, to show them the
wide regions, practical and theoretical, which Galton opened to the mathe-
matician and statistician, there are still some interludes which appeal to a
wider audience, such as the beauty of Galton’s friendship for Darwin, the
interest of his correspondence with De Candolle, and his brief contact with
the ““Passionate Statistician.” The ingenuity of Galton’s mechanisms and
the originality of his photographic work will attract others, while in the
field of psychology it will be found difficult to refute the claim that he was
the first Knglish experimentalist.

If the reader sll]fuu]d find Chapter XIII of this work more clumsily
worded and carelessly written than those which precede it, he will under-
stand the loss which the biographer incurred by the death of his friend,
W. Paton Ker, while the book was passing through the press. Professor
Ker’s returned proofs, duly loaded with admonition, ejaculation, and humorous
chiding, were not only assurance that many of the author’s blunders were
detected, but led him with delight on more than one occasion to unwonted
realms, little sought by votaries of science. Let us rejoice that he has lived,

“ And laugh like him to know in all our nerves
Beauty, the spirvit, seattering dust and turves.”

I have again to acknowledge the ready help of Franeis Galton’s relatives
and friends, especially in the matter of portraiture. Even as it is I have had
to make a selection from the vast amount of phﬂtn%rmphiﬂ material placed
at my disimsui, and a portion of that selection is still reserved for the third
volume. In contrast to Darwin, Galton was repeatedly photographed, and
the result is that we can trace not only the physical changes in his
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personality from childhood to old age, but T venture to think we can find
portraits which emphasise even the individual moods and characteristic
phases of his many-sided mentality. This book may help to preserve that
play of expression which forms the charm of our memory of a friend, and
wihmh is renewed and kept alive by many photographs, until they perish
also.

This perishing of photographic portraits, whether negatives or prints,
has been sadly impressed upon me not only in the case of photographs of
Galton himself—which I have endeavoured to put into a more permanent
form—but further in the case of nearly all Galton’s own photographic work.
Box after box of his negatives as well as the prints from them have perished
or are rapidly perishing. I felt strongly the need for preserving at least his
hitherto un uﬂlished results in composite portraiture. But to add this
number of plates to my volume seemed only possible by curtailing its text.
This difficulty was finally overcome by the generosity of Mr Edward Wheler-
Galton and by the aid of one who owed much to Sir Francis. In this way it
became fea.aih{a to give comprehensive illustration of what Galton achieved
in composite hutogr&ph;,r. The exhibit will, I hope, lead to the renewal of
this bmnch'n?inv&st»igatmn, for I am convinced that its possibilities are by
no means exhausted.

I have to acknowledge the great aid I have received from my son
Mr Egon S. Pearson in dealing with Galton’s photographic material and
researches. I have further to thank Major Leonard Darwin and my colleague
Miss Ethel M. Elderton for aid in a variety of ways. Lastly I have to
place on record a confession. The Galtoniena contain a large number of
manuscripts and notebooks in Galton's hand ; many of these are in peneil,
much rubbed, oceasionally obliterated. In the earlier chapters of this volume
I have constantly used this material. Lately I have been unable, owing to
failure of sight, to do so. I may well have missed material which ought to
have found its place in these pages. My only apology must be that of what
lay in my power to give I have freely given.

KARL PEARSON.
Garvtos Laporatory,

Usiversrry CoLLecr, Loxpox.
July 8, 1924,



Francis Galton in later life. From a sketch by his niece,
Miss Eva Biggs (Mrs Ellis). P
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PLATE 1

Francis Galton, aged 28, at the end of the “Fallow
Years™ and before starting for Damaraland,



CHAPTER VIII
TRANSITION STUDIES: ART OF TRAVEL, GEOGRAPHY, CLIMATE

A. ART OF TRAVEL

“The highest minds in the highest races seem to have been those whohad the longest boyhood.”
Fraxcis Gavron, Hereditary Talent and Character, Aug. 1865,

“I have been speculating last night what makes a man a discoverer of undiscovered things;
and a most perplexing problem it is. Many men who are very clever—much cleverer than the
discoverers—never originate anything. As far as T can conjecture the art consists in habitually
searching for the causes and meaning of everything which occurs. This implies sharp observa-
tion and requires as much knowledge as possible of the subject investigated, But why T write
all this now I hardly know, except out of the fulness of my heart.”

CrarLEs Danwin, Letter to his son Horace, Dec. 15, 1871.

W left Francis Galton at the end of our first volume aged 32, married,
with many social friends, an ample competence, and a mind trained both in
observation and analysis. His experience had been such that he knew more
of mathematics and physics than nine biologists out of ten, more of biology
than nineteen mathematicians out of twenty, and more of pathology and
Ph]y]'smlag}" than forty-nine out of fifty of the biologists and mathematicians

1s day. Added to these advantages he had gained a knowledge of man
and his habltﬂ in various lands; this gave him additional width ﬂf' view, if it
rendered less obvious to him that field of investigation wherein his powers
were ultimately to achieve their most noteworthy successes. Indeed, had
Galton been asked in 1854 what was his calling and the nature of his
studies, there is little doubt that he would have replied: “I am a traveller
by inclination and my study is geography.” In his Memories’ Galton tells
us that he was
“rather unsettled during a few years, wishing to undertake a fresh bit of geographical explora-
tion, or even to establish myself in some colony; but I mistrusted my powers, for the health
that had been much tried had not wholly recovered.”

Whether marriage or health was the real source of Galton’s ‘ Wanderlust’
being reduced to vacation rambles, it would be hard to say,-but we have
pmhabljr to thank one or the other for his continued presence in England at
a time when startling new ideas were to strike upon his receptive mind.
Immediately, however, travel, geography, and closely associated therewith,
climate, were to occupy his attention; and he did not touch these things
without leaving his mark upon them.

“It was not long after my marriage,” he writes, “that the character of a piece of work that
lay before me was elearly perceived. It was ready to be taken in hand and most suitable to my

4 pp- 161-2.
PG 1



2 Life and Letters of Francis Galton

powers. It was to aid others in the exploration of the then unknown parts of the world,
especially of Africa, of whose total length as much had been seen by me in my two journeys as
perhaps by anyone else then living, Being placed on the Council of the Royal Geographical
Society!, 1 thoroughly utilised that position to fulfil my ohject.”

Galton in the first place set about making travel an art to be learnt,
and in the next place ﬁ’le determined to make the traveller a real con-
tributor to geographical discovery.

Those who have watched the development of geography as an academic
training in recent years must be struck by the manner in which Galton
foresaw its expansion and must, perhaps, occasionally wonder whether its
instructors might not still learn something from Galton's early geographical
writings. In much the same way Galton's At of Travel first pulg&l-ﬂ ed in
1855—and in the fifth edition of 1872, reaching the most catholic compre-
hensiveness compatible with pocket dimensions—remains still a treasury not
only for the professed traveller, but for the leaders of boy-scouts and girl-
guldes ; nay, there are methods to be learnt in the A+t of which may
bring profit to the ordinary household of to-day®. Even what appears on the
surface especially intended for the EKP]GI‘E!' may be found on eareful reading
to have a home-stayer's application. Thus: :

“Travellers are apt to expect too wuch from their wedicines, and to think that savages will
hail them as demigods wherever they go. But their patients are generally cripples who want
to be made whole in a moment, and other suchlike impracticable cases. Powerful emetics, pur-
gativeﬂ and aye washes are the most Iyﬂp‘ﬂ]&t" pllfsickingﬁ,

The traveller who is sick, away from help, may console himself with the proverb, that ‘though
there is a great difference between a good physician and a bad one, there is very little between
a good one and none at all”.” (5th Edn. p. 14.) .

or again: :
Shirt-sleeves— When you have occasion to tuck up your shirt-sleeves, recollect that the way

of doing so is, not to begin by turning the cuffs inside out, but outside in—the sleeves must be

rolled up inwards towards the arm, and not the reverse way. In the one case, the sleeves will

remain tucked up for hours without being touched; in the other, they become loose every five
minutes,” {Hj-ilcf,, P llﬁ._]

It is difficult to give a résumé of the Art of Travel. By the fifth edition
Galton seems to have thought of most things that any type of traveller
would require in any possible climate or country. From outfit and servants
to medicine, fire, tents, fuel, food, treatment of animals, signalling, surveying,

' Royal Geographical Society: Honorary General Secretary 1857-63, Foreign Secretary
1860-66, Member of the Council either by election or ex officio almost cout-inuannf;from 1854
to 1893, Vice-President 1866-72, 1879-86, 1888-01.

* How simple and obvious some of these suggestions arve and yet how much might still be
learnt from them! Powders for medicinal wse should be mixed with coloured flours to distin-
guish emetics from aperients or to emphasise poisons; where ammonia and the ‘blue bag® are
not available—on a walk or at a picnic party—oil of nicotine scraped from a pipe, gene at
hand, will relieve the pain of a wasp or bee sting. Or, again, such simple directions as those
concerning blistered feet where beyond the usual soaping of the insides of the stockings before
a long walk, we read “after some hours on the road, when the feet are beginning to be chafed,
take off the shoes and change the stockings; putting what was the right stocking on the left
foot, and the left stocking on the right foot” ;—and when a blister is formed pour a little brandy
or other spirit into the palm of the hand and drop tallow from a lighted candle into it, rub the
feet with this mixture on going to rest, and “on the following morning no blister will exist.”
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Francis Galton, from a i|]|-|tr|_1_:|-.-||-h taken after his return from Damaraland, etrea 1855,






Transition Stidies 3

finding the path, ete., even to the conclusion of the journey and the printing
of the maps, it is all there, tersely given, with just the needful diagrams and
sketches. Many are the mechanical ‘dodges,’ here given; of such Galton
never wearied. He had watched craftsmen n all the lunds through which he
had travelled and he never tired of experimenting and of model-making’. And
much of this he has used in his 4#t of Travel. The reader of his South
African hook will recognise also the individual experiences which gave rise
to several of the hints in the present work.

If a few formulae or a small amount of measurement can be thrown in,
Galton will gladly provide them. The following is a good illustration:

““THE RUSH OF AN ENRAGED ANIMAL is far more easily avoided than is usually supposed. The
way the Spanish bull-fighters play with the bull, is well known ; any man can avoid a mere
headlong charge. Even the speed of a racer which is undeniably greater than that of any wild
quadruped, does not exceed 30 miles an hour, or four times the speed of a man. The speed of
an ordinary horse is not more than 24 miles an hour; now even the fastest wild beast is unable
to catch an ordinary horse, except by erawling unobserved to his side, and springing upon him;
therefore I am convinced that the rush of no wild beast exceeds 24 miles an hour, or three
times the speed of a man....Tt is perfectly easy for a person who is eool, to avoid an animal by
dodging to one side or another of a bush. Few animals turn, if the rush be unsuceessful, The
buﬂgl:ngis an exception; he regularly hunts a man, and is therefore peculiarly dangerous, Un-
thinking persons talk of the fearful rapidity of a lion’s or tiger's spring. It is not rapid at all;
it is a slow movement, as must be evident from the following eonsideration. No wild animal
ean leap ten j“atﬂs, ani t-hl;y all make a high trajmml'}r in their leaps. Now think of the speed
of a ball thrown or rather pitched, with just sufficient force to be canght by a person ten yards
off; it is a mere nothing. The catcher can play with it as he likes; he has even time to turn
after it, if thrown wide. But the speed of a springing animal is undeniably the same as that
of a ball, thrown so as to make a flight of equal length and height in the air. The corollary to
all this is that if charged, you must keep cool and watchful, and your chance of escape is far
greater than non-sportsmen would imagine.” (4th Edn. p. 251,)

While traces of the personality of Galton will be found by those who
knew him well on almost every page of the Art of Travel, there are passages
which mark unconscionsly his views and the course of his development from
1853 to 1867. There are omissions also in later editions which tell exactly
the stage he had reached.

From Damaraland and Ovampo few if any animals, birds or insects were
brought back. Galton then and in the A+t of Travel considered them from
the standpoint of sport and food. His list of instruments contains no micro-
scope or Jisﬂ&cting tools, and of books no work on natural history. The sole
reference to the collection of specimens occurs in the last paragraph where a
deseription is given of how to make a specimen box from a flat card (3rd
Edition, 1860). There is not a word as to how to observe and record the
anthropometric characters, folk-lore or religious customs of savage man;
neither callipers, tape, nor eolour standards appearin Galton's instrumentarium,

! The Galton Laboratory possesses a whole series of rough models in card, wood or glass;
‘Galton's Toys," as we call them. Of the purpose of many we know absolutely nothing; others
were initial attempts at Galton's hyperseope, heliostat, ete. Besides these ‘Toys’ are quite a
number of instruments chiefly optical made by practical instrument makers to Galton’s plans,
E&:&;&Bﬂuﬂ cases it has so far been impossible to determine for what purposes they were

1-%2



4 Life and Letters of Francis Galton

These are very noteworthy omissions in a man who was among the foremost
anthropologists in this country later to study both the psychic and physical
characters in man. In the At of Travel Galton had essentially the needs of
the geographer—in the narrower sense—in view; the physical country is
more important than its inhabitants. It is possible that this is a general
rule in life; in youth it is the novelty of the physical envimnmentﬁsut at
a later age it is the novelty of new organic types that forms the intense
pleasure of travel'.

Even as late as 1878 when Galton edited the fourth edition of Hints to
Travellers, a useful compendium for travellers issued by the Royal Geo-
graphical Society, while we find a section on the “Collection of Objects of
Natural History " there is no reference to man, and the sole approach to any
“Hint” of an anthropological nature in the work is a brief note of 17 lines
on p. 71 by the Rev. F. W. Holland describing how paper squeezes may be
taken of inscriptions. Ewven the article on photography does not refer to the
photography of the natives, or their habitations and occupations. The book
15 excellent as a guide to the instruments and processes needful to the map-
maker; it lacks all that would give the loeal human colour to the environ-
mental description. We are not eriticising the book from the standpoint of
modern academic geogra h_}r, which does consider man in relation to the
physical environment 1t depicts. We are merely emphasising that Galton in
the period we are discussing had not yet discovered his real métier—
anthropology in its broadest sense. He was doing yeoman service for
geaﬁra]l:hy, but the study of man's development, its knowable past and
probable future, had not yet fascinated him, still less did it dominate his
activities.

The Art of Travel shows us indirectly also how undeveloped Galton's
mind was in another direction even in 1860. In the third edition of this
book we read:

“The method of obtaining fire by rubbing sticks together was at one time nearly universal.
It seems remarkable that the time of discovery of the art of fire-making is not recorded in the
Bible. We may easily imagine that our first parents cbtained their fires from natural sources ;
of which, some parts of the Caucasus at least, abound in examples. But when Cain was sent an
outeast, how did Le obtain fire? Tt is remarkable that his descendants are pm:cisqu those who
invented metallurgy, and arts requiring fire. 'We might almost theorise to the effect that he or
they discovered the art of fire-making, and pushed the discovery into its applications.” (p. 27.)

Then follows the well-known passage from Pliny's Natural History on
the best wood for fire-sticks. In the fourth edition of the Art of Travel of
1867 this passage as to our ‘‘first parents” and as to Cain as the inventor of
fire-sticks has disappeared. Between 1860 and 1867 Galton had read and
assimilated Darwin’s Origin of Species, and in Galton's own words that
book had formed *‘a real erisis in my life” and had driven away “the con-

! The rule is of course not invariable. The present writer spent much time in the Austrian
Tyrol in his youth, and was on one occasion asked to write a handbook to the Tyrol as one of
a series of guidebooks to the Alps. Nothing came of the proposal, because he replied that it
must in the first place be a guide to the folk-lore, history, art and institutions of the Tyrolese
themselves, and in the second place only a route book to valleys, passes and peaks,
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straint of my old superstition as if it had been a nightmare, and was the first
t‘? '1]?'& me freedom of thought.” (See Galton's letter to Darwin, Plate 1T of

ol. I.

In :.he rapid growth of our knowledge of the wonderful process of human
development, extending now over nn’.—‘:a.ﬁ?r a quarter of a million years, and
with our present certainty that man has used fire for a great portion of that

10d, the suggestion that the discovery of how to make fire was a product
of those last few thousand years which biblical folk-lore endeavours to cover,
may well raise a smile. But does the modern reader realise when he smiles
at and criticises the mid-Victorians that it was they—Darwin, Galton,
Huxley, Clifford and others—who worked their way from such ignorance to
insight and gave him the power to smile at it'?

o turn to a lighter matter before we leave the Art of T'ravel for good,
we may find, even in such a work cram full of detail and technique, sure traces
of Galton's sense of humour. Thus, having remarked that asses to kick must
Eut- their head to the ground and to bray must raise their tail, and deseribed

ow the head can be kept up and the tail kept down, he remarks:

“In hostile neighbourhoods, where silence and concealment are sought, it might be well to
adopt this rather absurd treatment }]n.shiug the tail to a heavy stone]. An ass who was being
schooled according to the method of this and the preceding paragraph, both at the same time,
would be worthy of an artist’s sketch.” (4th Edn. p. 61.)

Again, talking of Duck-Shooting, Galton remarks:

“It is convenient to sink a large barrel into the flat marsh or mud, as a dry place to stand
or sit in, when waiting for the birds to come. A lady suggests to me, that if the sportsman took
a bottle of hot water to put under his feet, it would be a great comfort to him, and in this I
quite agree; T would take a keg of hot water, when about it." (Jbid. p. 253.)

Talking about Natives' Wives as members of a party, Galton commends
them as giving t life to a party and as being invaluable in picking up
Elc‘)isaip, which will give elues of importance, otherwise often missed. He con-

iders in a special raph the Strength of Women, which he finds adequate
for the march, anmags:

“Tt is the nature of women to be fond of carrying weights; you may see them in omni-
busses (!) and carriages, always preferring to hold their baskets or their babies on their knees,
to setting them down on the seats by their sides. A woman, whose modern dress includes, 1
know not how many cubic feet of space, has hardly ever pockets of a sufficient size to carry
small articles, for she prefers to load her hands with a bag or other weighty object.” (fbid.

P-8)

Lastly while Galton admitted that men without independent means
eould turn travel to excellent account as in opening up new countries, finding
natural history specimens or hunting for ivory, there is no doubt that he

! Nay, does he realise how widespread is still the ignorance of human history in the
apparent] ‘aducated’ classes? During the few months that the cases cunta.ining objects b-e.n.ring
on man's opment have been on view in the little museum of the Galton Laboratory we have
received more than one remonstrance against the dating of a neolithic skeleton at 8000 years
and of palaeolithic man at over 50,000 years, as incompatible with the ‘wellknown date’ of
the creation of the world!
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thought, as most will hold too, that the ideal traveller was a man like
himself:

“Tf you have health, a great eraving for adventure, at least a moderate fortuns, and can set
your heart on a definite object, which old travellers do not think impracticable, then—travel by
all means, If, in addition, you have scientific taste and knowledge, I believe that no career, in
time of peace, can offer to you more advantages than that of a traveller.” (4th Edn. p. 1)

Such then is the A»t of Travel planned as Galton himself states during
his South African exploration of 1850-51. It deserves a new edition,
brought up in substance and illustration to date—if the all-round knowledge,
such as Galton had, still has its representative’.

We cannot, however, leave the subjeet of travel without referring to two
or three other enterprises in which Galton had a hand. Notable among
these is the Vacation Tourists and Notes of Travel, of which he was the
originator and editor. It was to be an annual volume and issues appeared
for 1860, 1861 and 1862-63. The work Galton tells us just paid its way,
and the idea certainly was, and might still be, a good one. The 1860 volume
contained papers by W. G. Clark, Leslie Stephen, John Tyndall and others,
besides one by Galton himself®. Much of the matter can be read with
pleasure and profit to-day. How wonderfully wise in the light of recent
experience seems W. G. Clark’s talk with the Frenchman in Genoa over the
latter's view that ““there will be no secure and lasting peace for Europe until
its political system is based upon the principle of nationalities.” I'f:rew this
search for a definition of a ‘nationality’ might have warned President
Wilson of the difficulties and the danger of the creed he was to propound 60
years later at Versailles! The accounts of early Alpine ascents, the Allelein
Horn by Leslie Stephen, the Eggischhorn by Tyndall and the attempt on
the Matterhorn by Hawkins are all still worthy of perusal. Galton eon-
tributed to the first volume a paper on Spain and the total eclipse of June
1860. He went out with a party in charge of the Astronomer-Royal in
H.M.S. Himalaye and saw the eclipse from La Guardia. This was his
first visit to Spain and he saw a good deal of the country, staying in the
P_}Prﬂneea after the eclipse, and “here that remarkable madness of mountain
climbing, to which every healthy man is liable at some period of his life, and
which 1 had always believed myself to have gone through once for all in a
mitigated form, began to a,ttucl?: me with extreme severity®.” But while he
gives us little account of his mountaineering, he takes up very seriously the
question of sleeping or camping out at great altitudes, and gives a very full
description of suitable rations for a six-days’ outing, and above all of the
knapsack sheepskin sleeping bags* of the French ‘douaniers’ or the frontier

' A great mass of material for a new edition was collected for and sent to Galton by the
late Mr Howard Collins. It will be found in the Galton Laboratory Archives,

* Galton himself in his list of published papers, Appendix to Memories, p. 324, says the
Vacation Towrists contained fivo memoirs by himself. T have failed to find more than one.

* Vacation Tourists, 1860, p. 446. Galton became from this date even to the end of his days
a frequent visitor to the Pyrenees,

+ With his usual desire to test practical efficiency, Galton carried one of these bags 1000 feet
above Luchon and spent the night in it during a terrific thunderstorm! While familiar to
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watchers against smugglers. With the Basque distriets of Spain Galton was
delighted. He writes:

“Every act of the people was original—their gait, their implements, their way of setting to
work. I looked into many shops—such as tinkers, blacksmiths’, potters’, and so forth—and
came to the conclusion, speaking very broadly, that if any of their patterns were introduced
into England, or that if any of ours were made to replace theirs, the change would involve decided
incongruity, and lead to questionable improvement. Another subject which struck me at once,
and with which up to the last moment of my stay in Spain, I became no less charmed, was the
graceful, supple and decorons movement of every Spanish woman', Tt was a constant pleasure
to me to watch their walk, their dress, and their manner, as it is a constant jar to all my notions
of beauty to see the vulgar gait, ugly outlines, mean faces, bad millinery and ill-assorted colours
of the vast majority of the female population that one passes in an English thoroughfare.”

Galton contrasts the peasantry, especially the Basque peasantry of Spain,
with the inferiority of physique, manner and address of the upper classes of
Madrid society, and with conditions in England, where he tells us that “the

igher classes, speaking generally, have the higher make of body and mind
and by far the nobler social tone.” But the peasantry in almost every land,
if it has been long on the soil, appears to tﬁe visitor harmonious and even
beautiful —think only of the Itaﬁ)ian, the Austrian, the upland Baden and
the Norwegian tillers of the earth, each admirable in their own way and each
suited by centuries of selection to their own environment. The grace of an
autochthonous peasantry, the suitability of their dwellings to their climate,
of their elothing to their habits, a