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rare collection of Natural Curiosities. Unfortunately my Time
there was so fully occupied by Duty that 1 was not able to
visit any of the Curiosities. My Billet there was excellent,
and my Bed:had so inviting an appearance, that I half feared
getting into it from an anticipation of the contrast 1 should
experience before reaching the end of my Journey. Here we
were made acquainted with our destination, which is a small
Town eighteen leagues from here called Celorico. The whole
Army are to be in Cantonments, at such distances as to be
easily brought together in case of necessity. It would appear
that Lord Wellington has no immediate expectation of a Visit
from the Enemy, as he purposes going to Lisbon, as the Army
are settled in their new Quarters. The Morning we quitted
Coimbra I saw him in his full dress uniform as Captain
General of Portugal, accompanied by Marshal Beresford and
a numerous Staff, going to review some Portugueze Regiments
Theinhabitants were running out in crowds in [order] to see him;
indeed he is perfectly idolized by the Portugueze nation. On
this day he purposed quitting Coimbra for Viseu which is to
be Head-Quarters. I am informed by an Officer who dined
with him at Coimbra, that he never saw him in such spirits.
He has however at present a most serious responsibility upon
him.

Yesterday we had a most fatiguing march of nearly Thirty
Miles thro' infamous Roads. It was dark before we reached
our halting place, a miserable Village called Puente de
Murcella, affording the most wretched Accommodation. My
fears at Coimbra were here amply realised. We quitted the
place at eight o'clock this Morning, and reached our halting
place, Leyroza, at three in the Afternoon. It is almost deserted
by the former Inhabitants, but we are much better off than
last Night. The Scenery from Coimbrato this placeistrulygrand,
and quite exceeds an adequate description of it. The Hills are
immensely high, and the tops of the highest of them are
covered with Snow. Below all has the appearance of Spring,
from the extreme fineness of the weather, & from the
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zoth. On the 18th we marched from Melo to Celerico.
On our arrival there were surprised to find our Route still
further extended to Guarda, one day's march in advance of
Celerico, where we remain and are likely to remain, for some
time. Guarda is said to be the highest City in Europe. The
ascent to it from Celerico commences about a League from
hence, and is extremely steep. About half way up the Hill
we found ourselves amongst snow, which, we observed,
increased in depth as we advanced to the Summit. Here we
were enveloped in it. The cold is intense, not less severe than
in the Northern parts of England; notwithstanding the
Inhabitants are not more provided against it within doors than
if it did not exist. There is not a fireplace in any of the
Houses with the exception of the Kitchen. The only means of
guarding against the cold are the Pans containing Charcoal,
and these are frequently not to be used without at the same
time having the windows open, on account of the pernicious
tendency they possess in producing Head Aches,

A day or two since a Party of our Dragoons observed
about thirty French Cavalry skirmishing near the Frontier;
they did not sufficiently approach each other to come to blows.
The Main Body of the Army must remain inactive for some
time yet, the severity of the weather precluding the possibility
of undertaking any military operations.

28th. We received certain accounts yesterday that the
French are not making any demonstration of an intention to
advance, nor does it appear that they have lately received any
reinforcements. A large Fleet of Transports with Troops
passed Oporto for Lisbon on the r12th Inst. and must
have reached the latter place ere this.

We are at present inundated with reports. It is said that
there isan insurrection in the South of France, headed by
Madame Buonoparté (that Lady having been divorced), and
aided by Talleyrand and Massena, and that in consequence
the French Army is retreating from Spain. This piece of
intelligence comes from the Duque del Parque, but very little
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intention of attacking us. It is morally impossible that we
can remain long in our present position, our right and left
Flank being both open to the Enemy. Lord Wellington is at
present at Lisbon, concerting, it is supposed, with the Regency
means for the defence of the Capital. The King's Speech,
received a few days ago, renders it plain that this Country is
not to be abandoned without a struggle. From the very
serious defeats the Spaniards have recently sustained it is
impossible not to look forward with more of fear than hope.
The iniquities of this People are certainly at their height, &
I feel convinced that the Judgments of God are upon them;
when the Cup of His wrath shall be poured out, our finite
understandings leave us no means of knowing; it will be happy
for those Countries who have been hitherto exempt from the
horrors of War—among which England stands eminently
blessed—if they will take warnings from the afflictions of
others, and not provoke too far the long suffering of the
Almighty. I have myself no more doubt that these People are
at present visited for their Iniquities, than 1 have that the
Jews were formerly for the same cause. It is certain however
that they regard not their Calamities in this light; on the
contrary in their own Eyes theirs are the only Countries where
God may be said to be truly worshipped. During my several
visits to Catholic Kingdoms I have constantly observed the
impression made on the Minds I have been most intimate with
by the Religion they profess, and with a truth equal to the
solemn occasion I can affirm I have never met with one whose
heart appeared to be touched with a coal from the Holy Altar
of God. As I have before observed, the Sabbath is wholly
disregarded by them, or, if remembered, it is only as a Day
when buying, selling, gaming, and other Amusements are
pursued with more than common Avidity: indeed so com-
pletely is this Holy Day prostituted that I see no means left
them but expunging from the Decalogue the fourth Command-
ment in the same manner they have long since done the second.
For every species of wickedness the Town [where] I am writing
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Indeed it is now confidently asserted that they cannot bring
sixty thousand musquets into the Field, and, as they advance
into the interior, their force will rapidly decrease from Sickness
and other Casualties. On the contrary we are retreating upon
reinforcements. Besides a considerable force landed a few
days since in Lisbon, accounts bave this day reached Head
Quarters of the arrival of three thousand men in Mondego
Bay, which from their proximity can immediately join the
Army. Certain it is that we never anticipated with so much
confidence as at present the entire defeat of the Enemy, should
they dare to attack us.

22d. On the 20th at daylight we quitted San Miguel,
and in the course of the forenoon crossed the Mondego at
a Ford called Barca de Conselto. The crossing of the River
excited a good deal of astonishment throughout the Army, as
it was generally supposed that our Position would be
immediately in the vicinity of Coimbra. ~Our halt that night
was at Penna Cova, where we found very good accommo-
dation, and from the circumstance of our advancing towards
the Enemy the Inhabitants were more civil than we had
experienced from them while we were retrograding.  Yester-
day Morning we again commenced our route and marched
several Leagues thro’ cross Roads, till we reached the high
Road leading from Coimbra to Vizeu. We halted at a most
miserable Village called Sula, where we could with difficulty
procure covering even for the Officers, the Men being obliged
to go into Huts. Here we still remain, and are likely to do
so till the Enemy come on us, our positions being all round
this Neighbourhood. Nothing in appearance can be stronger
than the Country about here. The Roads are extremely
narrow, passing through immense Chains of Mountains,
which will entirely prevent the Cavalry of the Enemy from
getting into Action. Our advanced Parties are continually
skirmishing. The Portugueze under Brigr. Genl. Pack were
yesterday engaged, and very much distinguished themselves.
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They took fifty Prisoners. The French as they advance use
the Inhabitants most cruelly, from which we infer that they
despair themselves of gaining the Country, or otherwise they
would be more likely to conciliate. Lord Wellington's Head
Quarters are near this place, at a celebrated Convent called
Busaco. It is the finest building of the kind in Portugal, and
well known formerly as an Exile for Persons of Rank from
the Court. Lord W. is constantly on Horseback recon-
noitring, and if we may judge from his Countenance & Spirits
he anticipates a complete triumph over the Enemy. This
place is about four Leagues from Coimbra, and the Advanced
Posts of the French are within two Leagues of us. ®
“I.-r

24th. We still remain at Sula, but are in .:.cﬁgsta:nt
expectation of an order to change our ground a .'I,Ift'ie more to
the left. There was smart skirmishing yesteyfay a few miles
in our front. The firing was very lougﬁﬁfﬁd distinct. Last
night the whole of the Cavalry retired to our rear. The
Light Division continue in advance. If hardly pressed they
will fall back upon us, and the action is then likely to become
general. All has been quiet hitherto this Day, and it is
now past Noon.

October 7th, I take up my Narrative from the last
Date, which has been a most eventful period, but,having lost
my Memorandums, my sketch will, I fear, be very imperfect.
On the 25th Ulto. the attack of the Enemy on our Light
Troops was of that Nature, that the Comr. of the Forces,
perceiving they meditated a general attack, directed them
to retire, which they did in the most perfect order. In the
meantime the whole Army took up its position on a ridge of
Mountains a little way in the rear of the Villages they had
occupied. This position may justly be considered one of the
strongest in the World. The enemy advanced to the ground
we had quitted. Hope brightened the countenance of Lord
Wellington, as he observed their approach. Skirmishing
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continued during- the Afternoon, but nothing material
occurred. On the morning of the 26th there was a thick Fog,
which at length cleared up, and displayed to each other the Rival
Armies drawn up on opposite Hills. A Valley between of .
considerable breadth separated them : their Numbers appeared
most formidable, but the eagerness evinced by our Troops to
receive their attack may have been equalled but can never
have been surpassed. The Morning passed with only now
and then a random Shot. They were evidently unprepared.
In the afternoon the skirmishing between the Light Troops
became brisk ; it ceased at Dusk without much loss on either
side. General Officers were observed busily reconnoitring
our Position, and the expectation of an Attack the following
Morning was universal.—Our ideas were well founded; at
dawn of Day the Enemy made a most furious Assault upon
our Right & Centre. All remained quiet on the left, in which
was our Division. We were consequently Spectators, and a
most gratifying view we had of the whole Affair. Lord W.
had directed the Troops to suffer the Enemy to come within a
short distance of the top of the Hill, when they were to give
them a deliberate Volley and charge. This we distinctly
observed. They were almost instantly thrown into the
greatest confusion, and fled precipitately. This Action
lasted but a short time, and skirmishing concluded the Day.
It was a subject of universal regret that they did not make
a general attack upon us. From the nature of our position,
and the valour of our Troops, there is little doubt but their
Army would have been nearly annihilated. Our loss this day
was, including Portugueze, seven hundred in killed and
wounded. That of the enemy, as we have since been able
pretty correctly to ascertain, was six General Officers, a great
number of other Officers, and four thousand Men. Gratifying
as was the result of this Battle it was more particularly so
from the great gallantry evinced by our Allies the
Portugueze. It was true much had been expected from them
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Octr. gth. I resume my Journal of our proceedings.—On
the 1st instant at Day Break our Cavalry and those of the
Enemy were drawn up in a plain opposite each other about
half a league on the other side of Coimbra. No general action
ensued. The skirmishing however was very sharp, and several
were killed and wounded on both Sides. At length our Cavalry
retired through the Town, which was almost immediately
occupied by the Enemy. At Noon we received a sudden Order
to march two Leagues on the high road leading to Lisbon.
The Enemy evinced every disposition to press our rear, and
we expected to be engaged in the course of the Afternoon.
To describe the confusion of this Day is utterly impossible.
The Road was so thronged with Fugitives, that it was with
the utmost difficulty we reached our destination before sunset.
On passing through Condixe, a considerable Town, I observed
Lord W. at a window evidently affected at the Scenes of
distress which were passing. It had never been apprehended
that the Enemy would advance so rapidly, and therefore a
great proportion of the Inhabitants had not left their Houses.
In one mixed scene of confusion and misery were seen the old,
the lame, and the blind, all hastening away as fast as their
infirmities would allow, and all alike insensible to the blessings
of French Protection which so immediately they might have
enjoyed. We passed the night in an Olive Grove near the
Road Side, and could distinctly hear throughout the whole of it
the noise occasioned by the Fugitives. A number of Stores
and a large quantity of Ammunition was destroyed at Condixe
from the impossibility of removing them.

On the 2d we commenced our march before Day Break,
and halted half a League on this side of Pombal amongst some
Fir Trees. Thisday's march was most fatiguing, the distance
twenty-five Miles, and the Heat more oppressive than I ever
recollect to have experienced. The Fugitives on the Road
were in immense numbers, but from the great width of it they
were enabled to get along without incommoding the Troops.
Lord W. had his Head Quarters this Evening at Leyria.
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River waist high running in the centre of it. The crossing of
this, it was generally conceived, would occasion much loss in
our Army, it being so completely commanded by the enemy's
Artillery. This loss however we had not to sustain, as at Day-
break we found the Foe had disappeared. We consequently
lost no time in pursuing them. We came up with them about
a league & a half from Pombal, when the Army was formed
for a regular attack, which they again evaded by a precipitate
flight. There was however a most beautiful affair of Posts,
in which the Enemy lost several hundred in killed, wounded &
Prisoners ; our loss was about a hundred. Lord W's dispositions
for the attack to-day excited the greatest admiration throughout
the Army, & prove him to be a consummate General. We
have no means of ascertaining the force of the enemy, but it
is supposed it is only a Rear Guard consisting of about fifteen
thousand men, and, as we hear, all French.—They regularly
burn to the Ground every place they pass through. In following
them we find each Town & Village a heap of smoking ruins.
Our halt this night is near Redinha above three Leagues from
Condexa, but I do not at present know how far the enemy are
in advance of us.

14th. The Enemy were so strongly entrenched in
Condexa yesterday that it was not deemed prudent to attack
them. We halted above a League from that place & could
distinctly see the Town burning the whole day. In the after-
noon they retired, taking the direction of the Ponte de Murcella.
The Light Division took up a Position on the Enemy's side of
the Town ; it was feared the French would make a forced
march in the night and pass the Ponte de Murcella without
further opposition. At Daylight this Morning we commenced
our March & passed through Condexa ; not a solitary House
remained that was not burnt to the Ground. It was a beautiful
Town when we were last here. We had not got a mile from
Condexa when a sharp firing commenced in our front. An
Order was received for our Division to march to Espinbal,
where we arrived this evening ; it is possible there may be a
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Sit Thomas Graham has been compelled from ill health
to quit the Army, and is gone home to the great regret of
everybody : conjecture says that he will be succeeded by
Sir Edw. Paget, a very deservedly popular Officer. The
present second in command is Sir Stapleton Cotton, an officer
who has some knowledge of Cavalry Movements, but who is
entirely inexperienced in all the detail necessary to make a
good Commander in Chief. It would indeed be dreadful,
were anything now to happen to Lord W.; to say the least
of it, the safety of the Army would be endangered.

16th. In consequence of the enemy making a movement
to their right yesterday, & concentrating a large force opposite
the Ford at Pollos, where the 3d Division are stationed,
Lord Wellington moved his troops to their left in order to be
able to support that Division in case of their being attacked ;
Head Quarters also were changed from Rueda to a place
called Nava del Rey about two leagues further to the left. As
it was not unlikely that the enemy would this morning attempt
to force the Ford at Pollos, we were under Arms an hour
before Daylight to be in readiness. Everything however
remained wvery quiet, & about seven we took up our
ground on some heights, near to those we quitted last night,
the Lig'ht Division occupying those we left. We have now been
a fortnight in this neighbourhood, and we are still unable to
form an idea when we shall be able to advance. The very
strong position of the Enemy renders them secure from our
Attack, and notwithstanding the arrival of their reinforce-
ments they appear as unwilling to attack us. In the
meantime a singular mode of warfare is carried on; it is not
uncommon to see five hundred of the Enemy, and as many
of our men, bathing together in the Douro in the most perfect
good humour possible, at the same time that the Cavalry of
the two rival Armies come down on their respective sides of
the River to water, it being perfectly understood that neither
party shall ever approach the River armed. Any infringement
of this agreement is noticed by firing on any armed Cavalry
or Infantry of either side.
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yet turn out well, but at present I fear we have gained but
little popularity by our irruption into the North of Spain.

26th. The events since my last date have been of an
importance altogether unprecedented since the commencement
of hostilities in this Country. On the Evening of the 21st it
having been ascertained that nearly the whole of the French
army had passed the Tormes, the British army crossed it
likewise, and took up a position about a League from Salamanca
having our left upon the River. At daybreak on the 22d we
discovered the enemy posted on the heights opposite us. They
very soon sent out a large party of Dragoons, & Sharpshooters,
and a very smart skirmish commenced, which lasted for two
or three hours ; this was not with any intention of subsequently
attacking us, but merely to cover a movement of their Army
to their left. In the course of the forenoon they had occupied
some most advantageous heights, near a league further to their
left; & while they were able from their immense Artillery &
apparently impregnable position to cannonade us with effect,
it reduced Lord W. to the necessity of either uncovering
Salamanca, or allowing them to get on the Ciudad Rodrigo
Road in which latter case our Baggage would have been taken,
and our supplies intercepted. His Lordship therefore (notwith-
standing their advantageous position) resolved to attack them.
The Attack commenced about four o’Clock in the afternoon,
and continued till eight at night, when the Enemy were
dislodged from their heights, and pursued in the utmost
confusion. They recrossed the river the same night at Alba
de Tormes, & the Head Quarters of the British Army were
established at that place. On the 23d the pursuit continued,
when a great number of Prisoners were made ; the Brigade of
Heavy Germans made a charge upon two solid Columns and
toock fifteen hundred Prisoners. On the 24th the Army
continued to move forward. Yesterday we were compelled to
halt in order to enable the Stores & Provisions of the Army to
reach us. This day we marched four Leagues, and are at



























































































































