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THE

FEMALE ORPHAN HOUSE,

NORTH CIRCULAR ROAD.

— B

“ B HAVE long wished that some person having more
,-4' 1“ literary ability than I possess would undertake to
compile a History of the I'emale Orphan House.
There are ample materials out of which to weave a very
interesting story. I have not the poetic imagination to do

so, and must, therefore, ask my readers to be satisfied with
dry facts.

The Female Orphan House has within the last year
celebrated the one hundredth anniversary of laying the
foundation stone of its present building, and it may interest
its friends to learn some particulars of its risc and early
history, as #2¢ Charity of Dublin which of all others called
forth the most enthusiastic and generous support in the
latter part of the last century, and the beginning of the
present one,

Unlike many other institutions which have developed into
national importance from unknown or obscure beginnings,
the founders of the ¥emale Orphan House seem to have
realized to themselves from the very first that they were
about to originate an Institution whose work was destined
to be a permanent one, and, therefore, they have left
behind them the most minute particulars of all the steps
they took to found, the objects they had in view, and the
rules to be observed in carrying on the Charity.
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The Old Orphan House, Prussia Street, where the first meeting was held on Christmas Eve, 1750.

The project seems very soon to have assumed a practical
shape, for the first record of the Female Orphan House is
as follows :—

““ At a meeting of the friends of the Orphan House, No. 42
Prussia Street, on z4th day of December, 1590. Present :—Mis.
Margaret Este, Mrs. E. Tighe, Mrs. Blachford, Miss Margaret
Jones, Edward Tighe, Esq.; Rev. Mr. Bourne, Rev. James
Maxwell, Rev. Henry Campbell, Joseph Le Fanu, Esq., and Mr,
Edward Jones, a letter was received from Solomon Richards, Esq.,
of which the following is a copy :—

“ 24th December, 1790.
S DEAR SIR,

“On account of some professional engagements I cannot attend
you to-day. The subscriptions amounted this morning to
one hundred and forty-four pounds and six shillings, which includes

Mr. Trench’s five guineas, and Mr. Peter La Touche’s donation
of one hundred pounds.

‘I have the honour to be, etc.,

¢S. RicHARDS.
¢ Edward Tighe, Esq.""”
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Thus began the connexion of Kirwan’s name with the
Female Orphan House. The magic effects of his appeals
for this, his favourite charity, year after year from this time
until his death, have been handed down by tradition, and
might seem at the present day to be incredible were it not
that in the records of the Female Orphan House there is
undoubted evidence of his matchless power in stirring up
the tenderest emotions into action. Appeals of his which
realized such sums as £1,015, £1,006, £1,005, £953, £866,
4802, £797, £761, £722, £681, in successive years, must
have been of no ordinary kind.*

Kirwan preaching for the Female Orphan House in St. Peter's Church.t

[t is not much wonder that the Governors of the Female
Orphan House, in view of such marvellous results, should
indulge in what would be considered now extravagant and

_*There is an authenticated tradition that the grandmother of a present
(]"”.-Ch Dignitary of the Archdiocese of Dublin, who, being an enthusiastic
admirer of Kirwan, in her cagerness to secure a place in the congregation in
St. Peter's Church on one of those occasions, was carried along in the crowd,
and in absence of mind was hurried up the steps of the pulpit, and, to her
dismay found herself confronting the vast congregation as the representative of
the great preacher whose appearance they were awaiting.

t Appendix II, &
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Such was the principle on which the Governments of
those days, and those in more recent times, exercised their
trust with regard to Church patronage in Ircland. It was
prostituted to subserve the interest of party politics.

MRS. ESTE'S DEATH.

On the 1st December, 1791, within less than a year from
the first starting of the Female Orphan House, an appeal was
issued stating that * the children of this House having lost
their principal friend, guardian and benefactress (Mrs. Este),
humbly request the aid of the happy, wealthy and bene-
volent.” It is deeply to be regretted that more particulars
are not forthcoming respecting this lady who was the main
instrument in founding this venerable monument—which is,
no doubt, however, recorded to her honour in those records
where she shall be had in everlasting remembrance.

On the death
of Mrs. Este,
her place was
filled by one
who possessed
her spirit—DMrs.
Elizabeth La
Touche, wife
of Peter La
‘Touche, Esq., of
Bellevue, Co.
Wicklow. For
ffty years this
benevolent lady
and her husband
did everything
that a generous
purse, a wide-
spread influ-

ence, and ener-
Peter La Touche, Esq.  Born, 23 Nov., 1733 died, 26 Mov., 1828.
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they were electrified into a sudden burst of benevolence, which
rescued the objects of the Charity from the destitution which im-
pended over them, and more than realized the lady patroness’s

expectation.”
This sketch will give some idea of the enthusiastic lady
who, for nearly fifty years, was the leading Governess of the

Female Orphan House.

To those who
have read the in-
teresting memoir
of Hedley Vicars,
a young officerwho
died in the Cri-
mean campaign, it
will be of interest
to know that he
was a nephew of
Mrs. La Touche,
who was a DMiss
Vicars, of the
Queen’s County.
At the time that
Mrs. La Touche
succeeded Mrs.
Este in the man-
agement of the

Institution (that

1s within less than Mrs. Elizabeth La Touche. Born, 25th December, 17563
died, 215t February, 154=2.

a year from its foundation) there were thirty-four orphans
in the House.

We find a Matron now appointed (Eliza Thelkeld)*
at a salary of thirty pounds per annum. She began by
representing as “necessary and much wanted ” the following
articles :—

“Two pieces of sheeting, bedding and blankets for four beds,

* See Appendix III.
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To the ordinary
reader of these records
thecy may seem very
trivial matters to men-
tion here, but to others
who have had to do
with practical working
of Institutions, they
will suggest reflections
that even from those
remote times many
valuable hints have
been handed down to
the present generation

of workers.

Costume of the Qrphans in Church.

DISCIPLINE.

When the number of Orphans increased it was found
necessary to appoint several subordinate officers, and their
duties are minutely defined as in the case of the Matron,
It would occupy too much space to give them in detail,
but they exhibit the same wise and thoughtful discretion.
A N.B. is inserted at the end of the foot of the list of each
officer’s duties : “ Punishments to be inflicted exclusively
by the Matron.”

This was a very prudent and necessary limitation in those
old times, when corporal punishment was looked upon as
an essential auxiliary to education, and when the birch rod
was supposed to have a marvellous effect in quickening the
intellect of the duil child, and inspiring the idle one with
a love of learning. When such ideas universally prevailed
it was a very wise regulation of the Governors and Gover-
nesses of the Institution that the infliction of punishment
of the kind should not be administered by one or another
of the assistants, possibly in a moment of provocation or
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claims on many other occasions; and Alexander Knox, to
whose memory the following tribute is recorded on the
minutes shortly after his death :—

“To his judgment, influence, and Christian love, the Female

Orphan House has been, for a series of years, more deeply indebted
than language could express.”

1 Kxox. 2 JEBB. 3 BRODERICK.









34 THE FEMALE ORPHAN HOUSE,

RELIC OF THE KING'S VISIT.

A relic of the King's visit is still preserved in the Female
Orphan House. His Majesty gave an order for shirts—a
large number were made, in the exquisite needlework for
which the Institution was celebrated, and it is of interest
to state that a counterpart of one of those shirts made at
the time is still among the archives of the Female Orphan
House. Until fashions much change, it is feared no more
orders of that pattern will be received.

LARGE RECEIPTS FOR NEEDLEWORK.

In connection with this order for a king’s shirt, it may be
mentioned that so high was the reputation of the needle-
work of the Institution, that the proceeds of the work done
by the Orphans for several years exceeded £400 per annum,
and in the year 1828 it recached no lessthan £491. But
the remuneration from needlework, pure and simple, has
greatly changed of late years, and so the Board of the
Female Orphan House have arranged that the training of

the girls for general
domestic work shall in
future be more carefully
attended to,whileexcel-

R il o

lence in plain needle-
work shall receive still
every encouragement.
The Rev. Charles
Dickinson, alterwards
Bishop of Meath, filled
the chaplaincy from |
1822 to 1833. The
accompanying portrait
is taken from the mar-
ble bust presented to

- . & B
the Female Orphan L E o

House by the late Dr, Bishop Dickinson.
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Group ef present Inmates.

The finances of the Institution at that time were not in a
flourishing condition, and frequent meetings of the Board
were held to consider how the expenditure could be made to
square with the income. One expedient after another was
tried and abandoned, but to the credit of the Board they
never proposed to curtail the dietary. All along this
period, new and improved dietaries were adopted, ventila-
tion of schoolroom and dormitories were decided upon, the
more delicate of the children were sent down to the seaside
for a time. These were all in the right direction, and to a
certain extent caused a visible improvement, which encour-
aged the Board in successive years to proceed in the same
line, until they are able at the present time to declare
with confidence that there cannot be found any where in

any school the same proportion of healthy and robust
children,




.the Orphans. From
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Good plain substantial food, warm serviceable clothing,
thorough cleanliness, regular exercise, well ventilated and
airy dormitories in an elevated situation, have all combined,
under the Divine blessing, to produce this most satisfactory
state of things.

SEASIDE RESIDENCE FOR THE ORPHANS.

But it must not be
omitted to mention
another happy arrange-
ment which in no small
degree has contributed
to this present very
healthy condition of

the year 1870, the
Board sanctioned the
sending of a// the Or-
phans in rotation for a
month’s sojourn each at
the seaside. This was
continued for several
years with marked
benefit to the children, | R
both physically and Mr. Gibson Black.
intellectually, and in 1878 the late Mr. Gibson Black, one
of the Governors, determined to make this a permanent
benefit, by presenting the handsome sum of £1,000 to be

invested “to give sca air and bathing to the Orphans for
ever.”

(This reference to the health of the children has led to a
diversion from chronological order of events to which it is
desirable to adhere as much as possible.)

It has been already mentioned that the Board had much
anxiety about the financial state of the Institution fifty
years ago, and various proposals were suggested -to make
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ends meet. One was to require a deposit to be given with
every orphan admitted. This was rather a hard stipulation,
particularly as it was certified on her form of admission
that she had “no friend able or willing to maintain her.”
As might be expected this expedient for helping the funds
did not succeed. It was then decided that until the funds
improved no new orphans should be admitted. One would
scarcely like to say that this device deserved to fail, but in
any case it did fail, for after a short interval it was
abandoned, and for many years past NOCHILD ELIGIBLE FOR
ADMISSION HAS BEEN REFUSED no matter what the state of
the funds has been, and some how or other, the promise has

come to be true *“leave thy fatherless children, and I will
keep them alive.”

MR. BRENNAN AND THE IRON RAILINGS.

In the year 1867, a
very great improvement
| was effected in the
front of the Institution
% | through the generosity
* { of Mr. Henry Brennan.
There are many still liv-
ing who remember the
dilapidated appearance
the Female Orphan
House presented from
the public road. There
was a deep gripe and
a broken down wall
crumbled to its founda-
iy e tion, separating the In-
M. Brennan. stitution from the public
road, giving the impression that the place was going rapidly
to decay. Mr. Brennan had previously to this given very
handsome donations for the benefit of the Orphans, he now
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familiar with the ex-
tent of the buildings
can have no concep-
tion of the magnitude
of this undertaking,
but they may form
] some idea of the mu-
d nificent offer whenthey
{ are told that at a cost
% of £ 1,500,this benevo-
P { lent lady thoroughly
"1 renovated the vener-
“ | able Institution. A
4 new roof was pro-
% vided, new floors, win-
dows, stairs ; the entire

HIES. okl back of the House
cemented, a new lavatory provided, and other improve-
ments made which will conduce to the health and
comfort of the Orphans for many a year to come. It was
very encouraging to the friends of the Female Orphan
House to see this generous interest manitested in this old
and historic Charity, when the tendency of the present day
is to lavish money in the starting of new institutions, to the
neglect and disparagement of old and tried ones.

In connection with the carrying out of these extensive
repairs, it was necessary to remove all the Orphans from the
House, and it was decided to bring them to Sandycove, to
rent a house in addition to that annually occupied by the
children there in turns through the generosity of Mr. Black
(which has been already referred to) and to erect a temporary
Schoolroom where lessons, industrial pursuits, and Divine
Service on Sundays, were regularly carried on for more
than five months. The health of the children was vastly
benefitted by this long sojourn at the seaside. It must not
be omitted to state that the Orphans experienced much
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The Sandycove Encampment.

kindness from the Rev. W. E. Burroughs of the Mariners'’
Church, Kingstown, during their stay at Sandycove that
year.

THE RICHARD BROWNE MEMORIAL FARM.

The Female Orphan House had just entered on the
second century of its existence when another and quite
unexpected and most valuable benefit was conferred upon it.

For more than eighty-five years the Board had rented a
farm adjoining the Institution for supplying milk to the
Orphans. This farm was held only from year to year, and
although the rent was high, it would have been a serious
injury to the health of the Orphans to have been deprived
of it. The Board contemplated with much concern the
probability of this ground being taken up from them in
consequence of the increased demand for building sites in
the immediate ncighbourhood. It was, therefore, with the
liveliest gratitude that they received Mrs. Anne Jackson
Browne's intimation that she would supply them with
42,000 to enable them to purchase out the farm free of rent ;
on the understanding that the farm should in future be
called the “ Richard Browne Memorial Farm ” in memory



i
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of her brother. This
farm is now the fee-
simple property of the
Female Orphan House.

CENTENARY.

It will be remem-
bered that although the
Female Orphan House
was originally founded
on the 24th December,
1790, 1in the old House,
Prussia Street, of which

Mrs. Browne, a picture is given in

these records, it was only occupied for about a year
and a half.

The foundation of the present House was laid on the
12th of June, 1792, by Mrs. Elizabeth L.a Touche ; and as
most fitting in every way, the event was commemorated on
Trinity Sunday, June 12th, 1892, by a special Thanksgiving
Service in the church of the Institution, which was attended
by a large and sympathetic congregation, many of them
the childrens’ children of those who, in the earliest days of
the Institution, listened to the stirring appeals of Kirwan,
and who transmitted to their descendants a traditionary
interest in the welfare of the Female Orphan House. An
appropriate, interesting, and touching sermon was preached
on the occasion by the Rev. W. E. Burroughs, B.D., which
realized over £9o.

We have now travelled over the Century of this very
interesting Charity, and recorded some of the most note-
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worthy incidents in its history. Many others might worthily
have claimed a place in this sketch, but the fear of extending

it beyond due bounds acted as a deterrent.

[t is only those who have been intimately connected with
its working who can at all appeciate all the good that it has
done in the past one hundred years. One thousand and
thirteen Orphans have been sheltered by it. Harrowing and
tracic histories have been connected with several of them.
Some were suddenly plunged from comfort and even
affluence to the depths of poverty, being deprived of father
and mother in some cases in one day.

To hundreds of fatherless and motherless little ones has
the Female Orphan House been a very happy home—the
earliest home that many of them remember; and after
years of separation, very fond memories of the old home
on the North Circular Road, remain fresh in the minds

of former inmates. It is (ST T T —
the desire and aim of the | |
Managers of the Institu- .‘
tion that this may ever |
continue to be the case,
and they wish to make |
their young charge feel
as little as may be that
they are FATHERLESS
AND MOTHERLESS.

As a fitting ending
to these reminiscences, |
the reader is presented
with a faithful portrait

ba b Ty LR B

of the SENIOR ORPHAN in the House, together with a
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Since this sketch was
in type, a further addi-
tion of four sisters has
been made to the in-
mates. They were re-
ceived and photographed
the 7th February, 1893.
The youngest of them,
now aged 20 months,
lost her mother on the

day of her birth.

life-like group of THREE
of its KITTENS.

On two of them a
father’s eye never rested,
as their fathers died some
mcnths before they were
born,

THE Waill. or DEsoOLATION,
“We are (irphans and Fatherless™

Lan. v 3,

Tue ProMisE oF CONSOLATION.
“I will not leave you Orphans."
Jouw xiv. 18 (margin).
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Photography. =

My New Platinatype, , Bromide, and Enamel Photographs, for brilliancy,
softness, and artistic finish, cannot be surpassed.

> SITTINGS BY INSTANTANEOUS PROCESS. <

Copying and Enlarging and Colowring in (Qils and Water-colonrs on veasonable ferwes.
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PRICE LIST ON APPLICATION.
(The Hlustrations in this Book are from my Photographs. )

W. G. MOORE N & aARS
. ' y NELSEON & MARSHALL,

11 UPPER SACKVILLE STREET, DUBLIN.

“THE FINEST FURS THE WORLD PRODUCES.”

J. M. BARNARDO & SON,

Court Furriers,

=

BY SPECIAL APPOINTMEBEINT.

ESTABLISHED OVER 70 YHARS.

Holding the Largest Stock of Sealskins, Seal Jackets, and Rich Furs
in this Country, and offering

MODERATE CHARGES,
UNIQUE DESIGNS,

and SUPERIOR QUALITY,

GENTLEMEN'S FUR LINED COATS.
A Speciality—A Good Coat from 10 Gs.

s7410§ GRAFTON ST. {(8] 2

Jor Ladies, Old Fi
Gentlemen and OFPFPOSITE THE PROVOST'S HOUBE, C#m::d
Chisdren
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WINSTANLEY'S

HIGH-CLASS

IRISH MANUFACTURED BOOTS & SHOES

Can be obtained at Retail Branches :
18 Sth. George's St. 86 Capel Street
36 Corn Market 99 Talbot Street

B Y B LI M,

<%= | £ OWER & M'DONALD

BEST } Coal, Coke & Charcoal Mcrchants.

HOUSE  omoce : 14 wover s, ousun,

‘ iR

e

GOALS | THE BALBRIGGAN SALTI'H{}RHS C0., Balbriggan.

i Medicated Cork Fire Lighters,
| 3s. per gross.

HOME MANUFACTURE.
IRON AND TOOL WORKS, DUBLIN.

We are Manufacturers of Scrapped Iron-work, Cart Axles, Spades, Shovels,
Edge Tools, Hammers, Picks, and every description of Draining, Railway,
Forest, Quarry, Smiths’, Farm, Mining and Contractors' Tools. Our Manu-
factures may be obtained from any respectable house of business in Ireland.

THOMAS HENSHAW & CO.

Wholesale & Manufacturing Ironmongers, Bar Iron, & Steel Merchants,

B&X12 CHRISTCHURCH PLACE, SI MIDDLE ARBRREY STREET,

UPPER AND LOWER WORKS, CLONSKEACH, DUBLIN.

Letters addressed g Christchurch Place. :
A fair price given for good Scrap Iron for re-manufacturing.

FACE ABLUTION
And MANICURE

ON THE NEWEST LONDON METHODS.

BIRCH, Hai:cutter & Di;cnunt Perfumer,
1 MOLESWORTH STREET.
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PEHROIVATL JON B
- =% @bina + Stores, *e

WESTMORELAND STREET.

Immense Stock of
Useful and Ornamental Goods

from best Makers.
CHINA AND GLASS HIRED FOR ENTERTAINMENTS.

Pianos, Harmoniums, American Organs.

3 Years' System. Easy Terms—Lliberal Discounts.
CATALOGUES FREE,

MUSIC—Sacred & Secular, Half-price, Post Free.

PIGOTT & CO,

112 GRAFTON STREET & 11 SUFFOLK STREET, DUBLIN.

CITY ARMS BHOTETE
PRUSSIA STREET, DUBLIN.

Situated on a most healthy site.  Beside the line of Trams, North Circular Road,
within five minutes’ walk to the Phenix Park, and within ten to the
Broadstone and Kingsbridge Termini.

HIS Hotel has been considerably enlarged and newly furnished. Now
ready for the reception of visitors. Bedrooms spacious, well ventilated,
and beautifully furnished. Charges moderate.

Ezery attention paid to Visitors. E. O'DOWD, Proprietress.

HOUSE DECORATION,

JAMES GIBSON & SON,

Decorators and General Contractots,
IMPORTERS OF PAPER HANCINCS,

49 and BO MARY STREET,

DUBLIN.

Works executed in any part of the United Kingdom.
Telephone No, 874. Telegrams—* GIBSON'S, DUBLIN.”















