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GLEANINGS

IN
OLD GARDEN LITERATURE.
L

PRELIMINARIES.
RS. MATTHEWS, in her Memoirs

e r—

NRVAg of her husband, 1839, mentions

the gratification which it afforded
Coleridge, when he came from the Gilmans,
to visit them at Highgate Hill, to walk
round the garden and gather a handful of
flowers to take home with him.

We know how some of the wisest and
best of mankind have delighted in gardens.
Even such an inveterate Londoner as Charles
Lamb, when he went down to live at Edmon-
ton, took a pleasure in superintending the

(_! I




2 Gleanings in Old Garden Literature.

small plot of ground behind his house there,
and watched with interest the progress to-
ward maturity of his Windsor pears and
jargonelles.

How affectionately attached to their gar-
dens and the pursuits connected with the
culture of trees, fruits, and flowers Bacon,
Evelyn, Temple, Walpole, and other eminent
Englishmen have been, it will form part of
my duty in the following pages to demon-
strate.

General Lambert, who was lord of the
manor of Wimbledon in 1656, was very fond
of his garden at that place, and grew, it is
said, the finest tulips and gilliflowers procur-
able. It is to his passion for this pursuit that
he owed his place on a pack of satirical cards
published during the Commonwealth, where
the Eight of Hearts bears a small full-length
of him, holding a tulip in his right hand, with
“ Lambert Kt. of y° Golden Tulip” beneath.
He had withdrawn into what was then the
country from political life; but, amid his
recreations as a florist, was doubtless watch-
ing the opportunity for a return to the field
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of his professional work. Next to Monk he
was probably the most able of the generals
of the Commonwealth and Protectorate, and
it was an error on the part of Cromwell to
~have estranged him. But to his temporary
“ retirement we owe this little glimpse of his
taste for a pursuit more genial and more
humane than that of war.

The earliest human scene is laid In a
garden. The Old Testament contains
numerous allusions to gardens. Throughout
Oriental literature and folk-lore, and in most
of the stories derived from the East, a
garden occupies a conspicuous position ; and
likewise in the mythology of other countries
we find legendary or traditional witness to the
instinctive love of our race toward the neigh-
bourhood of verdure and shade, toward
whatever vegetation conditions of tempera-
ture and climate begot.

“God Almighty,” says Bacon, “first planted a
garden ; and, indeed, it is the purest of human plea-
sures ; it is the greatest refreshment to the spirits of
man ; without which buildings and palaces are but
gross handy-works ; and a man shall ever see that,



4 Gleanings in Old Garden Literature.

when ages grow to civility and elegance, man comes
to build stately sooner than to garden finely : as if
gardening were the greater perfection.”

Modern science has brought our gardens
to their present state, and the development
of society evolved from the ancient and
original 1dea of plantations for the general
benefit, of which we seem to have a sort of
foreshadow in the Book of Genesis, the
conception of enclosures dedicated to par-
ticular service. Qur nature, modified by
circumstances and interests, gradually out-
grew its contentment with the free and
unrestricted use of the fruits of the earth,
and each man or each tribe claimed and
held, personally or in common, the ground
adjacent to the dwelling or the settlement.

Centuries elapsed before the garden became
what we see it; and at the present moment
every country is governed in its system of
planting, and in its principles of cultivation
and husbandry, by* the resources of its soil
and the demands of its population.

The dawn of the British primeval life
was spent amid dark and boggy forests, and
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on the barren and interminable moor, In a
harsh and precarious climate, with slender
opportunities of development within, and
the scantiest external communications. QOur
knowledge of their social organisation is very
slight, and 1s almost entirely drawn from
the imperfect testimony of Caesar. DBut we
obtain no insight, from that or any other
source, into their mode of preparing such
portions of their food as depended on the
cultivation of the ground.

The ancient English garden was, indeed,
as widely divergent from those to which our
eyes have grown accustomed, as the hanging
terraces of Babylon or the Platonic groves of
Athens. There was, till the sixteenth century
at least, no attempt at artistic arrangement
or methodical distribution. The fruit and
forest trees seem to have grown side by side;
and the flower-borders and beds would have
fallen very short of modern demands, or even
of the views of the men who introduced into
our country the foreign schools of horticulture.
But the fifteenth century saw something like
an advance in the direction of separation
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and order, for we hear of the orchard and
the /Zerbary ; and another useful institution
was the midden or muck-hill.

I can do no more within the restricted
space which is accorded me, than call atten-
tion to the very admirable picture which
Mr. J. A. St. John has drawn of the system
of horticulture and floriculture among the
Greeks, in his Manners and Customs of
Ancient Greece (1842) ; and, to some extent,
the English versions of the Clharicles and
Gallus of Bekker will prove of service to
the student.

Perhaps the best summary of this subject
of gardening among the Ancients is that of
Sir William Temple, in the second part of his
Miscellanea,in the very valuable paper headed
“Upon the Gardens of Epicurus; Or, Of
Gardening in the Year 1685.”

Every reader is familiar at least with the
reputation of the Georgics of Virgil, which, with
Hesiod, Varro, and the other Rei Rustice
Scriptores, form the source to which we
must go for information on the subject in
hand ; and during the medizval period such
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writers as Petrus de Crescentiis of Bologna,
whose Ruralia Commoda appeared at Florence
in 1471, helped to carry down the old Roman
traditions and experiments, and constituted
a link between ancient and modern agricul-
tural economy.

Until certain later publications enjoyed
a long run and experienced a succession of
issues during forty or fifty years,—even when
they had been, in some measure, superseded,
like Mrs. LLoudon’s botanical manuals,—the
books on gardening do not appear, as a rule,
to have had a very prolonged life, or to
have often passed into a second impression.
Evelyn’s Kalendarium Hortense, which first
came out in 1664, and arrived at a tenth im-
pression in 1706, was an exceptional long-
liver.

This fact may be possibly explained by the
preference of those, who felt an interest in the
subject, for actual practice, and the appeal
of the majority of publications to the
book-buyer rather than the horticulturist.
Besides, the proportion of persons of both
sexes, whose education enabled them to
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study technical works, was relatively small;
and the great commercial success of such
productions in a sister art—that of cookery
—as The Book of Cookery, Mrs. Glasse, and
Mrs. Rundell, may have been due, to some
extent, to the more general patronage of
private female buyers. The cook, both
professional and amateur, has always per-
haps been more disposed to work by book
than the gardener, whose operations are more
dependent on circumstances.

A notion has, I think, prevailed for a long
time in this country that Evelyn was the first
writer on tree-culture and gardening among
us, just as Mrs. Glasse was the pioneer in
the literature connected with the culinary art,
and the author of the Pilgrim’s Progress the
earliest writer of allegory! General readers
—by which ought to be understood gentlemen
and ladies who generally don’t read—do not
care to go back too far into the dim past, and
for them Mr. Evelyn and Mrs. Glasse are old
enough ; just as Joknson's Dictionary 1s, for
aught they know or care, the earliest book of
the kind, and Johnson himself as much of
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an antique as if he had been the author of
the Promptuarium FParvulorum. They must
have their chronological terminus. Their past
must be a known quantity. Itis a symptom
of an unhealthily restless mind to question
the date assigned in the common dictionaries
to the exodus from Eden.

The truth is, that when the illustrious
Evelyn began to manifest an interest in those
subjects with which his name is so affection-
ately connected, and when the hardly less
renowned Mrs. Glasse took hers in hand,
Englishmen had for many centuries attained
a very fair proficiency in the twin sciences
of cookery and arboriculture.

Specialists in horticulture, as well as in
other sciences, are sometimes apt to be
jealous of each other, and intolerant alike
of too much excellence in their professional
brethren and too little. The author of a
monograph on the cultivation of the auricula
gives us to understand that many of the
gardeners of his time were  blue-aproned
pretenders,”—a curious point, because such
an article of dress long continued to form






II.

LITERARY ANTIQUITIES — THE VOCABULA-
RIES—THE First EnxcLISH WORK ON
(GARDENING.

wd I cannot be verysurprising to find the
firstfruits of gardening literature
g tinctured by the prevailing supersti-
tions of the day about astronomical influences.
In the library of Trinity College, Cambridge,
is the poem of Jfokn the Gardener, written
in the fourteenth century, and the most
ancient production of the sort In our
language. It was to have been edited for
the Early English Text Society by Mr. Aldis
Wright ; but the plan was not carried out, I
regret that I have not seen it. But even at
a much later period the faith in astrology
governed the operations of the gardener, as
we can easlly judge from the tract in the
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Porkington MS. (fifteenth century),! entitled
A Treatise for a man to know which time of
the year it is best to graft or to plant trees, and
also to make a tree to bear all manner of fruit
of divers colours and odours, with many other
things.

This compilation sounds voluminous, but
it occupies only ten small octavo pages in
type. You are instructed what you should
do under sundry signs of the zodiac, and
lessons are given in pruning and grafting. A
good deal of 1t seems to be abstracted from
Aristotle and Palladius; but the under-quoted
reads like a little trait of primitive English
whimsicality :—

“ Also, for to make that a pearl, or a precious
stone, or a farthing, or any other manner of thing be
found in an apple, take an apple or a pear, after it has
flowered, and somewhat waxen, and thrust in hard at
the bud’s end which one thou wilt of these things

aforesaid, and let it grow, and mark well the apple
that thou didst put in the thing, whatever it be.”

Some very fanciful ideas are advanced

V Early English Miscellanies, Warton Club, 1855,
pp. 66-72.
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here on the subject of grafting, and great
stress is laid on the use, not only in that
process, but where a limb was severed from
any tree, of a bandage of clay to exclude the
air and prevent hemorrhage. It is evident
that in the fifteenth century a taste prevailed
for novelties and hybrids: how to grow cherries
without stones, how to have peaches with
kernels like nuts, how to make a peach
produce pomegranates; and the same in-
genious experiments were made in the flower-
garden.

The first regular treatise on gardening was
the work, not of a technist, but of a man of
letters, Thomas Hill, a native and inhabitant
of London, but at a time when the limits of
the City were infinitely more contracted than
now, and even Holborn was regarded as a
suburb. It appeared in or about 1560, and
was often republished. But it is scarcely a
satisfactory performance, as Hill fills up a
good deal of his not very substantial volume
with passages from ancient writers; he be-
longed to the old school, which loved to
begin at the beginning, But luckily he
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draws the line at the Old Testament, and
chiefly cites Varro and Columella; and
whatever the shortcomings of Hill’s work
may be, it marked an advance in horticultural
knowledge, and presents some valuable sug-
gestions for the position and arrangement of
a garden. He recommends that the garden
should be near to a plain or level field, or
should be, if possible, on a slope, with
courses of water flowing through it, and in
default of this, that there should be either a
well or a pond within its limits. We find
careful directions for planting, sowing, and
other operations; an account of the medi-
cinal virtues of certain herbs; advice as to
hedges, of which Hill prefers one composed
of briars and thorns; and two schemes for
forming a maze, a round and a square
one. We have learned to 1identify this as
a feature peculiar to Hampton Court and a
few other historical places ; but it was once
considered an ordinary adjunct to pleasure-
grounds of any pretension or size. These
mazes were contrived by the gardener, and
seem to have been very usually rendered
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useful as well as ornamental and decorative,
by consisting of kitchen herbs. It might
have been judged, from the low growth of
the latter, that the structure was of a different
kind from that with which we have grown up
acquainted ; but Hill clearly says that the
object was ‘to sport there at times,” so that
the rosemary and other plants must have
been trained in some particular manner, to
carry out our idea of such a thing.

The taste for the capricious and fantastic
in the disposition of the garden and orna-
mental grounds was probably imbibed by
noble or rich Englishmen, who brought back
with them a desire to imitate fashions which
they had seen abroad. The mazes which
Hill introduces into his earlier book were
elaborated by him iIn one called the Gar-
dener’s Labyrinth, which he did not live to
complete, and which was published in 1577
by Henry Dethicke. But the designs in
this volume appear to have been borders
devised in various forms, and not the piece
of intricacy for persons to disport them-
selves, and the title-page explicitly declares
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that the following pages dealt, infer alia,
with ¢ divers herbers [arbours], knots and
mazes, cunningly handled for the beautifying
of gardens.”

These artifices, which modern feeling has
by no means eschewed, had of course a
tendency to excite competition, and it was
the aim of every artist to outdo his prede-
cessor. As it is not a production which
belongs to the chronological series, I shall
take the opportunity to indicate as a curio-
sity the engraved views of the gardens at
Wilton, which were laid out probably by
Isaac de Caus, an engineer and a native of
Dieppe, for Philip, Earl of Pembroke and
Montgomery, about 1645, and are at all
events described by De Caus in a series of
engravings called Hortus Penbrochianus, ou
Le Jardin de Wilton.

It 1s, no doubt, to be regretted that there
are not other graphic representations of early
English gardens, besides those at Wilton,
Cobham, etc. In his Gleanings on Gardens
(1829), Felton supplies us with some highly
interesting glimpses of the ornamental grounds
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which once abounded even in London and
its immediate vicinity ; his pages are pro-
fessedly experimental and tentative ; and he
laments that even then it would have been
probably vain to acquire an accurate and
complete pictorial view of the horticultural
achievements and progress of our ancestors.
The chief difficulty which Felton perceived
was the cost of properly executing such a
work ; but to that difficulty 1s now superadded,
In numerous instances, a second still more in-
superable—the disappearance of the material,
the gardens themselves.

Let us take an illustration from such a
place as Twickenham House, once the resi-
dence of Sir John Hawkins, at a more recent
time and until quite lately that of Dr. Dia-
mond, who loved to gather round him all
the men of taste and culture of his acquaint-
ance on Sundays. Every one who had the
entrée was at liberty to come every week,
if he chose; and the talk over and after
dinner, which was at half-past three, was of
old china, old books, old friends, and old
recollections.
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The present writer has met under that
roof Durham and Woolner, the sculptors,
Hepworth Dixon, Cordy Jeaffreson, and
many more men of mark in their respective
ways. But the house and its grounds will
soon be numbered with the things of the
past, and nearly all those who contributed
to make the Sundays pleasant and profita-
ble, including the Doctor himself, are no
more.

But I must confine myself to my more
immediate point. In the Zhames Valley
Times of February 2nd, 1887, occurs this
paragraph :—

““The threatened ravages of the builder in the
grounds of Twickenham House seem specially un-
welcome, not only because of associations, but also
on account of the extreme beauty of the ancient turf,
which, in the times to which we have referred, was a
finely-kept lawn of exceptional verdure and springi-
ness. Like stately trees, such singularly rich turf is
the result of time, suitable soil, and careful conserva-
tion, as those well know who are familiar with the
verdant beauty of the lawns of the ancient Oxford
Colleges. The grounds are also interesting on account
of an extraordinary and luxurious growth of all kinds
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of old herbs, and a curious fence of sword-blades,
which are said to have been collected on the field of
Culloden.”

Such notices as these, brief and mmperfect
as they are, of the numerous seats in early
suburban London, more especially in Old
Brompton, Kensington, Putney, and Fulham,
are what we should have desired to possess,
and are sorry to have lost for ever, except in
a few isolated and accidental cases, or to such
a limited extent as Felton has rescued them
from oblivion.

A conversance with the arts of planting
and grafting was promoted by a curious
Elizabethan publication, which purports to
have been rendered into English from twoe
distinct sources—a French book by a brother
of the Abbey of St. Vincent, and a Dutch
one, of which the author is not suggested.
The English editor was Leonard Mascall,
and the volume became popular. It doubt-
less supplied a want, and was reprinted
several times between 1569 and 1596.
Mascall, who i1s known as the compiler of
two or three other treatises on husbandry and
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angling, set forth his gardening manual under
this title :—A Booke of the Arte and Maner
howe to plant and graffe all sortes of trees,
howe to set stones, and sowe Pepines to make
wylde trees to graffe on, as also remedies and
medicines. With divers other new practises,
with an Addition in the ende of this Booke,
of certaine Dulch practises.

This production owes its chief value to
the fact that it is seemingly the parent
attempt to enlarge the still narrow enough
experience of our native gardeners by en-
abling them to see in print, if not in actual
working, what was being done in the same di-
rection abroad, and not only in France, with
which the English had always had tolerably
close relations, but in the Netherlands, where
the science of horticulture was receiving
greater attention than at any former period.

But it does not appear that the Dutch
ideas met at this time with much favour at
our hands. Those who did not admire
French models for laying out their grounds
had recourse to the Italian ; and there were
some who adopted a sort of compound of











































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































