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BOROUGH OF BUXTON

Annual Report

OF THE

Medical Officer of Health

For the Year 1940,



Publhc Heavtn DepartmesT,
Peax BuiLpings,
Buxton.

To the Mayor, Aldermen and Burgesses of the Borough of Buxton.

Mr. Mavor, Lapies anp GENTLEMEN,

I beg to present the Annual Report on the Health of the Borough
of Buxton for 1940,

The statistics for the year are interesting. Thus the live birth-rate
per 1,000 population was 15.72 compared with 14.6 for England and
Wales. A lower death-rate, viz., 12.28 against that for England and
Wales of 14.3 goes to the credit side, and the number of births—302—

agamst deaths—236—speaks favourably.

The diseases which claimed the largest number of deaths were:

Heart Disease (fhﬁ:l, Cancer {Eﬁ}, Pneumnnia “ |:|, and Bronchitis {14}

The outhreak of war brought in Buxton, as in many other towns,
peculiar problems and difficulties. The Borough was not scheduled
as an ofhcial reception area for evacuees. Many of the hotels were ear-
marked for special purposes, and any persons choosing residence here,
other than those sent specifically to the town, came apparently with
the object of finding a quieter refuge from the tumult of war. Boarding
houses quickly became fully occupied, rooms were promptly taken as
lodgings and the population rapidly increased in number. Rents were
charged out of proportion to the accommodation afforded, and over-
crowding has assumed proportions hitherto unknown. How this can
be remedied 1s not easily told. Many may return to their homes when
the danger of air raids appears more remote. One thing is certain—
no more houses can be made available for others to come—ne further
buildings will be erected during the war and there seems to be no further
houses available for nr:cuPatiun. -

I am, Mr. Mayor, Ladies and Gentlemen,
Your Obedient Servant,

GEORGE COCHRANE.



Section A.
STATISTICS AND SOCIAL CONDITIONS OF THE AREA.

The elevation of the District is from 950 to 1,200 feet above
sea-level,

Geology.—The town, famous for its Baths and Waters, is situated
in an upland valley surrounded by hills on all sides, and is built partly
on limestone and partly on millstone grit. Three lines of raillway serve
it, and large numbers of people visit the town for the purposes of health
and pleasure.

Area of the Borough : 5,959 acres.

Registrar-General's cs’umalc of resident population, mid-1940 :

19,210,
Number of inhabited houses (end of 1940): 4,692,

Rateable value: £158,528.

Sum represented by a penny rate : £600,

The chief industries are Lime Stone Quarrying and Agriculture.

Extent of unemployment :—

The Borough of Buxton escapes the problems and worries of un-
employment. The quarrying industry absorbs much of the male labour
and, with the exception of adverse weather conditions, employment remains
fairly constant. There is a regular demand for female labour and the
demand 1s not readily met. During the Summer season there 1s a marked
rise in the employment of women, whose services are required in the
larger hotels and boarding houses.

EXTRACTS FROM VITAL STATISTICS.

Total M. F.
Live Births—Legitimate ........c.cocenirenniennennne 293 149 144
[T Tt 9 3 4
Birth Rate per 1,000 of the estimated resident
POPUIALION ....iiviiiierirrneeeernneerranraaeae 15.72
Total M F.
Stillbirths ...ccoviiriiiiiiiiiiier s 12 7 5
Stillbirths—Legimate .....ocovevviiiiiiiiiinnnennnn. 11 7 4
lHlegimate ......ccovvvevienirianininnnnnns I 0 |
Stillbirth Rate per 1,000 total (live and still)
births ..oooviiiiiiii e 38.21



Tntal M.
Fleaths: ool e e 236 119 I

e

Death Rate per 1,000 of the estimated resident
pupulation .......................................... 12.28

Deaths from puerperal causes (Headings 24 and 25 of the Registrar-
General's Short List) :—
Rate per 1,000 total

Deaths  (live and still) births
No. 24—Puerperal sepsis ............ | 3.18

No. 25—0Other puerperal causes .. | 3.18

Tl R o 2 636
Death Rate of Infants under one year of age :—

All infants per 1,000 live births ........cccccovvviiimniiiiinicanns 58.82

Legitimate infants per 1,000 legitimate live births ............ 53.69

lllegitimate infants per 1,000 illegitimate live births ......... 250.00
Deaths from Cancer (all ages) ........ccccooivviiriiniiiiinniinicninnnnns 26
Deaths from Measles (all ages) .......ooovvvviiiiiiiiiiniinnrerennnnens -
Presthiy fiess Wiissoing Couh Gl dao) eisntsn foth il -
Deaths from Diarrhea (under 2 years of age) .ooovvvvvvevnnnnnn. |

There has been no unusual or excessive mortality during the year.

EPIDEMIC DISEASES.

3 deaths from Influenza occurred, giving a death-rate of 0.15 per

1,000
TUBERCULOSIS OF RESPIRATORY SYSTEM.
2 deaths occurred, giving a death-rate of 0.104 per 1,000
CANCER.
26 deaths occurred, giving a death-rate of 1.35 per 1,000.
RESPIRATORY DISEASES.

26 deaths occurred, miving a death-rate of 1.35 per 1,000,



CAUSES OF DEATH IN BOROUGH OF BUXTON
DUR!NG YEAR 1940.

Caunse of Death. . Males. | Females.
All Causes 119 i 117
l. Typhoid and }mrnq. phoid fovers =
2. Measles ; — ==
3. Secarlet Fever i - -~
1. Whooping Cough ... — —
5. Diphtheria ... 4 1
6,  Influenza 2 3 —
7. Encoephalitis Lotlmlgnu —
8, Cerebro-spinal Fever i — —
9, Tuberculosiz of Respiratory ‘w,-st.em | |
10. Other Tuberculous Diseases 2 2 —
11. Syphiliz _— -
12, Cancer, Ha.hgtmnl:- DIEE'HH(‘ i) 12 14
13. Iabetes ... | 1 1
4. Heart Disease [ 27 41
15, ther Circulatory Dtmuses ] 3 14
16. Bronchitis .. : ' 12 | 2
7. Pnenmonia {all l'urm:sjl b1 3
18. Other Respiratory Diseases 1 [ —
19. Uleer of Stomach on Duodenum 1 I
20,  Diarrheea, &e. (under 2 years) .. 1 [ -
21, Appendicitis dis % - —_
22 Other Digestive Diseases — 3
23. Nephritis, 3 5
24. TPuerperal Sepsis ... —_ 1
25. Other Puerperal Causes ... —_ [
2i,  Congenital Debility, Birth [njllr':,f, Inl".mt
IMizeases i 2 1
27. Premature Birth ... 1 1
28, Buicide i i [
28. Other '\-Iﬂ'(’ﬂf‘ﬁ 4 a
30. Other Defined Diseases ... 13 15
1. All Other Causes... ; 11 15
Special Causes [
Small Pox ... —
Poliomyelitis - — —
Policencephalitis i — —
Total = 14 1
Deaths of Infants under 1 vear {Legjtirnate . 13 3
Llegitimate 1 |
Tatal vt 154 148
Live Births . ? Legitimate ... | 144 | 144
{ Ilegitimate i | 4
Total _— 7 5
Stillbirths o -+ Legitimate ... i 7 4
| legitimate = . 1
Purm..n:m —Rezident tL."HI

e —————— e ————— e ————



Section B.

GENERAL PROVISION OF HEALTH SERVICES FOR
THE AREA.

(a) Lasoratory Facivimies: Pathological and Bacteriological
Investigations are carried out at the County Public Health Laboratory,
Derby, and at the Devonshire Roval Hospital, Buxton.

[h} Ambulance Facivimies : [l} Infectious Cases—Mbotor Fever
Ambulance : (1) Non-Infectious cases and accident cases are conveyed
in motor ambulanee which is garaged in the centre of the town, and is
under the supervision of the Health Committee,

(c) Nursing v THE Home: The District Nursing Association
provides for general nursing three nurses, who do, in addition, a certain
amount of midwifery. A grant of £20 per annum is paid to the
Association by the Borough Counall for the home nursing and care of
patients suﬂerlng from Measles, Ophthalmia Neonatorum, ete. During
the vear sixteen cases were attended : four Influenza, eight Pneumonia,
twa Puerperaf P\.-]"ﬂ'xlﬂ two Tuberculosis; and the number of wvisits

paid was 440: Pneumonia 100, Influenza 24, Puerperal Pyrexia 30,
Tuberculosis 286.

(d) Crivics aND TreaTMENT CENTRES :(—

Name and Situation. Clinic Held. By whom provided
Maternity and Child Welfare, Mon., 2—4. Borough of Buxton
Bridge Street. Wed., 2—4. M. & CW. Com.
Ante-Natal Clinic, Bridge St.  Sat., 10—11. M. & C. W. Com.
School Clinie, Bridge Street. Tues. 2—4. Bore. Ed. Com.
Mon.,
Wed., l
Dental Clinic, Peak Buildings. Thurs., [ 9—I2. 5 s
Fn.,
Tuberculosis Dispensary, Chinley Mon., ‘]zl'—l, Derbys. C.C.
—4,

Venereal Disease Clinic,

Derby.
(e) Hospitats (Provided or subsidised by the Corporation) :—

(1) Isolation Hospital, Ashwood Dale, Buxton. 26 beds. For
cases of Scarlet Fever, Diphtheria, etc.

(2) Small Pox Hespital —By arrangement with Bakewell R.D.C.
A retaining fee of £50 per annum and cost per case admitted.

(Situated between Wardlow Mires and Stoney Middleton).
(3) Other Hospitals :—



{.1] Buxton and Dhstrict Hﬂﬁ]iitaL
(b) Devonshire Royal Hospital.

(¢) Ancoats Hosmtal, Manchester.
(d) Manchester Royal Infirmary.

(e) Stockport Infirmary.
(f) Children’s Hospital, Pendlebury.

(2) Jessop Hospital for Women, Shefhield.
(h) St. Mary's Hospital for Women, Manchester.
(1) Tuberculosis Hospitals under Derbyshire C.C.

MATERNITY AND CHILD WELFARE.
. Mipwirery anD MATERNITY SERVICES :—

(a) Number of midwives pl‘actismg in the area served l'n the
ﬂurpuratmn for maternity and child welfare at the em:l of
the year : 10,

(b) Number (1) employed by the Corporation: 0.
(2) subsidised by the Corporation: 0,
(3) employed by Voluntary Associations: 3.

{c} Number of cases -r:luring the year in which the Corpr;urﬂtil:m
paid or contributed to the fee of a mudwife: 0.

(d) Number of cases attended by midwives during the year :—
(1) as midwives: 242,

(2) as maternity nurses: [03.
(e) Maternal Deaths :

(1) Number of women who died in, or in consequence
of, childbirth in the area served by the Corporation
for matermity and child welfare during the year :—

(1) from sepsis: I.
(2) from other causes: 0.

(n) Number of these cases which died :—
(1) at home: 0.
(2) in institutions : 1.

2. IwstitutionaL Provision ror MoTHeErs or CHILDREN :—
There is no institutional provision for unmarried mothers, illegiti-
mate infa.nl:s and homeless chi'dfen, other than The Elms, Chapelu
en-le-Frith (Public Assistance [Institution, Derbyshire County
Council).

3. HeavLts VisiTors :—

(a) Number of ofhicers employed for health visiting at the end
of the year :—
7



(1) by the Corporation: 2.
(2) by Voluntary Associations : 0.

(b) Equivalent of whole-time services devoted by the whole staff
to health visiting (including attendance at infant welfare
centres) : 3319,

(¢) Number of visits paid during the year by Health Visitors :—

(1) To expectant mothers... First visits: 66
Tc:ta] visits : !83

(2) To children under | year
o B e First visits: 290
Total visits : 1,373

(3) To children between the
ages of | and 5 years... lTotal visits: 1,253
(d) Infant Welfare Centres :—
(1) Number of Centres provided and maintained by the
Corporation : One.

(2) Number of Centres provided and maintained by
"H’nlunl:ary Associations :  Nil.

(3) Total number of children wha first attended at the
Centres during the year and who, on the date of their
first attendance, were :—

(a) under | year of age: 224.
(b) between the ages of | and 5 years: 99.

(4) Total number of children under 5 years of age who
attended at the Centres during the year and who, at the
end of the year, were:—

(a) under | year of age: 177.
(b) over | year of age: 433.
(5) Percentage of notified live births represented by the
number 1n (3) (a): 74%

B



[E) Ante-natal and Post-natal Services :—
Ante- Post-
natal natal
“} Ante-natal and Post-natal Clinics
(whether held at Infant Welfare

Centres or at other premises) :—

(a) Number of Clinics provided and
maintained by the Corporation I I

(b) Number of Clinics provided
and mamtained by Voluntary
;'-'&ssm:iatiuns ........................ N;l Nil

(c) Total number of women who
attended at the Clinics during
| T, 44 12

(2) Total number of expectant mothers
ante-natally examined and of cases
post-natally examined during the
vear, under arrangements made by
the Corporation with private medical
practitioners, exc|uding cases under

R S e 52 73

4. Iwrant Lire ProtecTion (Sections 206 to 220, PusLic HeaLtw
Act, 1936) :—

(a) Number of persons on the Register who were receiving

children for reward at the end of the year ............ 5

(b) Number of children on the Register :—
(1) at the end of the year .. PO ey Al
(2) who died during the year . )

(3) on whom inquests were held clunng the }rea'r 0

(c) Number of Infant Protection Visitors at the end of the
year who were :—

{l} Health Visitors ....... AR A R z
(2) Female, other than Health Vnsatnrs SECSEC SOOI |
T P e N Ly 0

5. ORTHOPAEDIC TREATMENT :—

Arrangements are made whereby children attending public elemen-
tary schools receive treatment at the Devonshire Royal Hospital,
under the direction and guidance of orthopedic specialists.

9



Section C.
SANITARY CIRCUMSTANCES OF THE AREA.

Water SuppLy : The sources of supply are mainly up|a.nd surface
water, and in a vear of normal average rainfall the supplies meet the
demand, but prolonged drought might create the desire for larger
storage accommodation. The water 1s controlled by bacteriological
examination at least once a month and chemical examinations check any
possible excessive plumbo-solvency. Chlornating Plant for each source
has been installed and in this way the whole Borough i1s safeguarded
against risk from accidentally contaminated water.

Erapication oF Bep Bucs: No occasion arose requiring the
eradication of bed bugs during the year.

Swimming Batns: There are two swimming pools in  the
Borough, one owned by the Corporation and one privately owned.
Neither pool i1s supplied with filtration or chlorinating plant.

SchooLs : See School Medical Officer's Report.

10



FACTORIES.

I—INSPECTIONS for purposes of provisions as to health,

Including Inspections made by Sanitary Inspectors.

Number of

Premizcs SR
Written Oeeupiers
Inspoctions Notiees i'u'uﬂm.'ubﬂd
(1} (2) (3 (4)
Facrories with mechanical power 5 a5 —
Facrories without mechanical power,., a6 7 —_—
Orier Presmises under the Act (inc Iudingl
works of building and engineering eon-
struction bat not ineluding  outworkers
QT C TR e | e 2ed ; —_ — -_
| |
Totals il i 32 —_

2—DEFECTS FOUND.

Numbear of

| Number of Defects | defeects in
! respoct to
Particulars ; l‘ml'm-:ml to | which Prosa-
Found | Remedied H.M. cutions were
Inspector | instituted
(1) @2 | @ (4) (5)
Want of cleanliness (8.1) 8 4 —— —
Overcrowding (8.2) — — - —
Unreasonable temperature (S.3) — —-- —_ —
Inadequate ventilation (8. 4) | — | — — e
Ineffective drainage of foors (8. G) | | | — —_ R
ims=ufficient .: o e — s
Sanitary [ '
Conveniences - unsuitable or delective - - —_ _—
(8. 7)
| not separate for sexes | 3 — — -
Other offences . 20 17 — —

(Not umludum nf[‘e:wcs n:-lutmg to
Home Work or offences under
the Sections mentioned in the
Schedule to the Ministry of
Health (Factories and Work-
shops Transfer of Powers) Order,
1921, and re-enacted in the Third
SBehedule to the Factories Aet,

1937.)

Totals ... et

e




Section D.
HOUSING STATISTICS.
Year ended 3lst December, 1940.
Number of New Houses erected during the year :—
i Tl s e e Ry e 41

(b) As part of a Mumicipal Housing Schem= .................. 0

Section E.

INSPECTION AND SUPERVISION OF FOOD.
(a) MiLk SuppLy.

There are 29 cow-keepers on the register,

There are 31 Cowsheds in the Borough, the cubic space per cow
varying from 200 cubic feet to 800 cubic feet. All the sheds are occupied
by cows which are habitually turned out to grass during a part of the day
throughout the year.

No formal action was taken under the Milk and Dairies Order, 1926.

Particulars of inspections :—

No. on No. of
Register. Inspections.
Cowsheds ........cccoevvnneees 31 66
[ERTER o) st e AL g B L 40
Milkshops ........ooeeeeinnnn 29 31

As a result of inspection, |1 structural contraventions were remedied,
and 2 other structural improvements effected.

Milk is also supplied from 17 sources outside the Borough, and is
generally

125 specimens of milk were obtained and Sull:lj::ctc-l:] to bacterinlugica]
examinations. 06 of the specimens were of  Designated " milks, and
the remaining 39 were * non-designated.”

2 supplles were 'EEH.II'[I:I to mv:}ucle ITIIIJ!( fru"n amm:n's aﬂe.,,tc-d wnh
tuberculosis, and were rePurtecl to the Cﬂunt'.f Medical Officer under
Section 25, Food and Drugs Act, 1938,
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A summary of the results of examination is included in the Sanitary

Inspector’s Report.

Particulars of licences granted for the sale of milk under the Sale of
Milk (Special Designations) Order, 1923, are set out below :—

Dealers in Tuberculin Tested Milk ...oovvviiiiiiiiinninnns 1

Dealers in “ Accredited ™ Malk ... .. i

Dealers in “ Pasteurised ™ Milk .....covviiniviimiireniieniens 2

Refusals or revocation of licences .....ccovevvevrieniiinenrennn, Nil
() MeaT.

(I Meat Inspection.—See Meat Inspector’'s Report (Appendix A).
(In case of absence, the Samitarv Inspector carries out this

dutv.)

(2) Administration of Public Health (Meat) Regulations, 1924, as
regards stalls, shops, stores and vehicles. Inspected by the
Samitary Inspector.

(3) Slaughterhouses. Shortly after the commencement of the
war the Ministry of Food decided to centralise the slaughter
of amimals for human consumption. All private slaughter-
houses were thereupon closed and arrangements were
made for killing in one establishment. It may well be
that this foreshadows what many authorities have long
advocated—the public abattoir wherein all meat will be
prepared for food, and the imposition of heavy penalties
for illegal slaughtering.

Privately owned slaughterhouses :—
In 1939 1940

Licensad  niiiinsisnennsen R & 1
In addition, there are the Private Slaughter-
houses owned by the Corporation ............ 3 ... =

13



Section F.

PREVALENCE OF, AND CONTROL OVER, INFECTIOUS
AND OTHER DISEASES—GENERAL.

There was no marked epidemic of infectious disease during the
year.

Diphtheria Anti-toxin 1s available free of charge to necessitous cases
for prompt use.

There is no dehinite scheme for immunization against Diphtheria
in the Borough, though immunization i1s practised to some extent
privately. It 1s my hope that artificial immunization will be introduced
to protect school children against Diphtheria.  Measles serum 1s not,
to my knowledge, used for prophylaxis or attenuation.
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PREVALENCE OF AND CONTROL OVER TUBERCULOSIS.

There is no special incidence of this disease in the district.

The number of cases notified during the year .........ccoivviviannas 27
PODRGHREY . oo aiaies et R g s T e 17
Nﬂ"-pulmﬂnﬂrf ......................................................... IU

There were 2 deaths from tuberculosis of the respiratory system.
2 deaths [rom non-pulmonary form occurred.

In case of death or removal the house is disinfected.

No action taken under the Public Health (Prevention of Tuber-
culosis) Regulations, 1925,

The methods of control are :—

(a) The Derbyshire County Sanatorium, which was opened in
March, 1915, and has 100 beds—50 for males and 30 for females.

Patients are admitted by sending the patient to the Tuberculosis
Ofhicer at Chinley, when, if found suitable, they are put on the waiting
list for admuission.

(b) The Tuberculosis Dispensary at Lower Lane, Chinley.
Opren—Mondays.

TUBERCULOSIS.
NEW CASES AND MORTALITY DURING 1940,

New Cases Deaths
Apo  Periods | Pulmonary | Non-Pulmonary | Pulmonary Non-Pulmonary
M.|F [ M | F | M |F M. F.
| ? !
1 2 I TR B B
] o | et 1 1 | | 3
15 2 1 c | ¢
25 3 3 2 1 1
35 1 1 el
45 2 1 |
6 ... el 3 1 p
65 and 1|[':wa.rdﬂ ; = e o I
Totals | 1 6 | 9 1 | | 2

_ B —




APPENDIX A

REPORT OF THE MEAT INSPECTOR.
To The Mavor, Aldermen and Burgesses of the Borough of Buxton.

Mgr. Mavor, Lapiesc axp GENTLEMEN,

I have the honour of submitting for yvour consideration my report
on meat mspection for the year ending 31st December, 1940.

Public Health Authorities for many vears have advocated the closing
of all private slaughter-houses and the adoption of centrahised slaughtering,
so it is with great satisfaction that [ am able to report that during the
past vear all private s]aughter-huuses witl‘i'tn the Bnmugh ha\fe been
closed by Government Order. All slaughtering is now carried out
at one centre,

The Government have taken control of slaughtering and distribution
of meat.

In Buxton the meat depot 1s in Charles Street, and all meat—home
killed, or foreign—is distributed from there.

The public should realise that when they are unable to purchase
certain cuts of meat, 1t 15 not the fault of their butcher, He is onIy able
to supply whatever is allocated to him by the official allocator at the
dﬂput.

All meat killed in Buxton is inspected by me both ante and post
mortem, and all animals destined for food are killed by mechanically
operated instruments under the provisions of the Slaughter of Animals
Act, 1933, The Act also requires all slaughtermen to ke licenced,
and as the Corporation have discretionary powers in the grant of licences,
it is ensured that all animals are expeditiously slaughtered by experienced
slaughtermen. No licence has been revoked during the vear.

| would like to compliment the slaughter-house staff for the efficient
manner in which they have conducted the meat depot, and for their
co-operation which has facilitated the meat inspection.

I wish to thank Mr. Coates and his staff for their help during the
past year.

17



Details of slaughter house and meat inspections are set forth in
the following tables :—
_('_;\.I":L'.—"l.iﬂ':ﬁ INSPECTED AND CONDEMXNED.

| Cattle | Sheep
- il - Cows Calves anil Pigs
ing Cows | Lambs
Number inspected ... 241 728 243 | 6,360 1.214
Arn Dispases EXCEPT |
TUrRERCULOSIS—
Whole careases condemmned 1 1 . | 2 l
Careases of which some |
part or organ was con- '
demmned ... 27 52 ] ‘ 81 | A
Percentage of the number |
inspected affected with |
disease other t h a n
tuberculosis 1.2 | 1.4 4.52 ! 1 05 2,553
TUBERCULOSIS ONLY— I
Whole carcases condemned [ 11 4 i T
Carcases of which some I
part or Orgon wWas eon- |
demned ... 14 57 12 1] i
Pereentage of the munber |
inzpected affected with
tuberculosis e DOLITR .34 [ 51 E! i 7.0
Visits made
[nsPECTIONS OF SLAUGHTER-HOUSES ...oovvvveviiiniiiinnns 273
Diseasep or Unsounp MeaT SURRENDERED AND DESTROYED :
lbs. lbs.
(1) TueercuLosis :
(a) Generalised. Whole carcases destroyed :
L A e o s Ml 6,016
—— 6,588
(b) Localised.—Portions of carcases and
Organs :
R R W e R 1,092
T I s, Y o gt 872
— 1,%4
(2) Fruky Livers (Distomatosis) :
xen 11111111111111111111 BRI ) E - 852
Shﬁep LR R R N R ] LR ] A E R E A 2’8'
— 1,133
(3) Miscellaneous Lesions, Cysts, Abscesses, .
Bruised Flesh, &e. ...oovvvvevneeniennnnns 830

Crand Total  iiviuniimo 25

I have the honour to he. Mr. Mﬂ.}’ﬂl’, Ladies and Gﬂﬂﬂﬂm'ﬁﬂ.
Your obedient Servant,

: R. S. HOWE,
I8 Meat lnspectur.



APPENDIX B.

ANNUAL REPORT OF THE BOROUGH METEOROLOGIST.
To the Mayor, Alderman and Burgesses of the Borough of Buxton.

Mgr. Mavor, Labies axp GENTLEMEN,
[ have the honour to present my report for the vear 1940,

The rainfall for the year was 47.17 inches : this 1s shghtly below
the average. Rain fell on 244 days during the year, the heaviest fall
heing on Movember 11th when 36.2 m.m. were rngister{!d, Ma.y and

June had exceptionally low rainfall figures.

The temperature varied between —1.0° on January 21, and 82°
on June 9%h. The minimum temperature was the lowest since 1895
when we touched —11" on February 1lth.

During the vear 1,177 hours of bright sunshine were recorded,
the average throughout the year being 3.22 hours.

N.W. winds were more in evidence than other varieties during the

period under review.

I am, Mr. Mayor, Ladies and Gentlemen,
Your obedient Servant,

E. W. PILKINGTON, MPS,,
Borough Meteorologist.
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BOROUGH OF BUXTON

Annual Report

OF THE

School Medical Officer

For the Year 1940.



To the Education Authority for the Borough of Buxton.

i ——

Lapies aND GENTLEMEN,

I beg to submit the Annual Report on the Medical Inspection of
S;hml Children in the Borough for the year ending December 3lst,
1940,

The Report follows generally the lines laid down in Schedule to
Form 6 M., January, 1934, and i1s as concise as possible.

All the Schools in the Borough were inspected.

1. Staff of the School Medical Service.
School Medical Ofhicer—G. Cochrane.

School Nurse—Mrs. Downes, who devotes about two-thirds
of her time to the Schools.

Assistant School Nurse—Miss Goulden, who also gives two-

thirds of her time to the Schools.

2. Co~ordination.

(a) The School Medical Officer i1s also Medical Officer to
the Child Welfare Centre.

(b) There are no Nursery Schools.

(c) Provision is made for the care of debilitated children
under school age at the Child Welfare Centre,
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3. The School Medical Service in relation to Public Elementary

Schools.
SOHOOL HYGIENE.
': - p— h— —
3 g g 2 B Z i
w = = Sl B - = - ;E =
= .3 . O i 2 = = = el | o
- i =] i - 4 = e == | =B ]
S = E wig | W= = 8 |H2 | B8 | B3
= o ~ = £y = o= oy " =
e & -t - = = & = | = = =
] B = o = 1 B = = —
—T m - E = a g ES | 2E &3
o e g T = = =] = i €35 | =
= g™ 2= = = = = =
B —_ —= o fuar = =
- | e | _— - ,.Ig

Surroundings ... V. Good Crood Good Good  Mod, | Mod.,  Mod. I Mod.,  Good

Ventilation ol V. Good Ciood Good  Good Fair | Poor  Mod., | Poor | Good

Lighting ... ...| V. Good Good | Good Good Fair | Fair  Good | Fair | Fair
| |

Warming ... ... V. Good  Good | Good Good Good | Mod. | Fair | Poor | Good
]

Equipment and :
Sanitation ... V. Good Ciood Good  Good  Poor  Poor Good | Poor | Mod.
Desks and [ [
Blackboards i ood Fair Good | Good | Fair | Fair | Fair | Fair | Fair

Sanitary Con-
veniences and

Lavatories ...| V, Good Good | Good  Good Poor | Poor Fair . Poor | Fair
| | |
Under- i |
Playgrounds ...| V. Good going | Good Goeod | Good | Poor | Fair | Poor | Fair
Ht:lauir |
Water for Wazh.

ing & Drinking ' V. Good | Good IG&D(! Good | Good | Poor  Mod. | Mod. | Good

School Baths I
and Sprays ..., V. Good | None | Neone None | MNone

i | .
Cleanliness aof |
Booms ... ... V. Good | Good Good | Good | Good | Good
| | |

None | None | None None

Good | Good | Good

Arrangem’ts for | : : '
Drying Clothes | V. Good | Good | Good | Good | Fair | Poor Foor Mod. Good

The floors are treated with “ Dusmo™ before sweeping, to
prevent dust.

4, Medical Inspection.

MNumber of Scholars, 2,101.
(a) The children were inspected
(1) on entry on school life;
(2) at the age of 8 vears;
(3) on leaving school.
141 entrants were examined ;

126 children 8 years old (intermediates) ;

59 leavers were inspected ;
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other Routine 252, nm]-:ing a total of 578 in the routine
inspections 1n the * Code " groups. In addition, 599
children were examined as * special ” cases, or were
re-examined, making a grand total of 1,177 medical
inspections during the year.

Full details are given in Table | at the end of this Report.

ﬂ_l} Medical inspcc'rinns have been carried out at the Schools
once every week (Thursdays).

In addition, the School Clinic is held at the Child Welfare
Centre on one day in each week (Tuesday), and a morning
clinic held daily, on six days a week.

() Any child who does not appear to be well is sent down
to the School Clinic by the Head Teacher or by the
School Nurse.

The School Medical Officer also watches for any signs

of crippling defects at the routine inspections.

{d} The inspcl:tiun does not appear to have _r_nuscd
disturbance of school arrangements ; in [act, -clurmg the
year, the work has gone on with great smoothness.

5. Findings of Moedical Inspection.
(a) Malnutrition.

The standard of nutrition is on the whole hich and there
15 little evidence of malnutrition.

(b) Uncleanliness.

(1) Average number of wvisits per school made during the

year by the School Nurses, 4.

(1) Total number of examinations of children in the

Schools by School Nurses, 4,903.
() Number of individual children found unclean, 41.

(iv) Number of children cleansed under arrangemients made
by the Local Education Authority, Nil.

(v) Number of cases in which legal proceedings were
taken :—

(a) Under the Education Act, 1921, Nil
(b) Under School Attendance Byelaws, Nil.
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(c)

(d)

(e)

(f)

(=)

(h)

Minor Ailments.

Total number of cases treated during vear, 503.

Visual Defects and External Eye Disease.
Vision.

Glasses were prescribed in 33 cases, and provided n
35 cases. Refractive work i1s carried out satisfactorily.

External Eve Diseases.

43 cases in all; blepharitis, 5; conjunctivitis (infective)
6; squmnt, 12; other conditions, 20.

Nose and Throat Defects.

154 cases were referred for treatment, of which 24 received
Gpﬂrative treatment.

In addition, there were 130 cases of shght to moderate
degrees of enlargements, which were kept under observation.
A large number of these had painting of the throat and
tonic treatment at home and at the Clinic.

Ear Diseases and Hearing.

There was | case of defective hearing and 23 other ear
cases.
Dental Defects.

See School Dental Surgeon's Report (Appendix 1).

Orthopadic and Postural Defects.

The scheme, whereby children suffering from deformities
or postural defects can receive treatment at the Devonshire
Royal Hospital under the supervision and gwidance of an
orthopadic consultant, enables 56 children to derive much
benefit and n many instances cnmp'ele cure. |he financial
arrangements are subject to review at the termination of
the vearly agreement.

This chimic 1s under the supervision of an Orthopadic
Surgeon, Mr. H. Platt (and or Mr. O. Clarke), who should
visit monthly. The progress of the child is carefully watched
and treatment continued at the clinic, or in the home, as
directed by the specialist.
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(1)

(1)

Heart Disease and Rheumatism.

There was one case of Heart Disease and one case of
th:umatism,

Tuberculosis.

There were no cases of Pulmonary Tuberculosis. Fnur Non-
Puimﬂ-:lary Cases were ref:-rrcrl fn-r treatment. r]l‘!f'!'t: were
no dulicate childrum

6. Following Up.

When a child is found to be suffering fron a physical defect a
note is sent to the parent; the School Nirs: visits the home
and if nothing 1s done, the child is seen by the School Medical
Offizer wathin a month of the first inspection. The School Nurses
paid 153 visits to homes.

7. Arrangements for Treatment.

(a)

(b)

(e)

(d)

()

Minor Ailm>nts are t!’EIllL’-EI at t|'|':. Infant C!:I‘Itl'l‘l‘ in Bt’idge
Street, and at the homes by the Schaol Nurse, under the
supervision of the Schoal Medical Offizer.

Practically all the minor aillments were cured. Nao. of
dressings done at the morning Clinic, 1,518, No. of

children who have been individually treated, 372 (excluding

V{.'I"I'I'IEI'IGUE cun&il‘.iuns}.

Tonsils and Adenoids.

24 cases received operative treatment with successful results
In every case.

130 received other methods of treatment.

No cases are submitted for operation until either “}
conservative treatment has been tried for a period of six
months and has proved unsuccessful, or (2) the condition
of the throat and nose 1s such as to prejudice the health of
the child and to impede his or her development.

Tuberculosis.
4 cases treated.

Skin Diseases.

All cases of Impetigo were cured.
It is interesting to note there were no cases of Ringworm
(head and bedy) during the year.

External Eye Disease.

5 cases of Blephariis were cured, and also 6 cases of
Conjunctivitis (" pink eye”).
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() Vision.

Glasses were prescribed in 33 cases and obtained under the
Authority’s scheme 1n 35.

(z) Ear Diseases and Hearing.

The proposal to commence a Chnic under the supervision
of an Aural Surgeon had unfortunately to be postponed
on account nf the unsettled state of affairs. It 15 however
hoped to revive this suggestion at an early date, provided
contact can be made with the Visiting Surgeon from
Manchester.

8. Infectious Disease.

The diseases which called for attention were Scarlet Fever and
Diphthena.
The steps taken to prevent the spread were :—
In Diphtheria—swabs from contacts taken.
In Scarlet Fever—exclusion from scheol of children residing
in same house.
In Measles—exclusion of particular scholars.
Disinfection of classrooms.
Immunization against Dipthenia had not commenced before
the end of the vear.

9. Open Air Education

There 15 no provision of facilities for any of the under-
mentioned :—

(a) Playveround classes ;

(b) School journeys ;

() School camps ;

(d) Open-air classrooms ;

(e) Day open-air schools ;

() Residential open-air schools.

10. Physical Training.

The arrangement with the County Education Authority for the
supervision of the teaching, by the school teachers, of physical
training, by two county organisers, ceased on March 31st, 1939.
Since that time physical training has been carried out by certain
of the staff who were deemed competent in this branch. In my
opinion physical training 1s now a highly specialised study and
can most |:rrt;:p-r:'r|:.r be carried out by one who has chosen this
as a vocation. The appointment of a fully qualihed Instructor
would, | feel sure, lessen in large measure the number of cases
of early deformity and would well repay the expense incurred.
The whole of the elementary schools in the Borough mught profit
by physical culture and healthy deportment.
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|l. Provision of Meals.

No meals are provided, but milk has been supplied on a voluntary
basis at the schools. A number of children who in the opinion
of the School Medical Ofhicer or of a school teacher seemed to
}Jl u“d[’r nUurlthd were EUP[}I"_’\CI fI‘E-E' lhIS- cost |5 dE'fﬂ.}"&d
by the Education Authority. In certain instances where a child
15 unable to attend school, owing to illness or during a vacation,
the Buxton Rotary Club has very kindly arranged for a s-upply
uf free mulk. The greater part of the mlk 1upp|lﬁcl 15
* Pasteurised.”

2 (a) Co-operation of Parents.

Every parent is informed, by written notice, of the day school
inspection 15 held. It 1s noted in the case of young children that
one or other of the parents usually attends, and advice is given
to the parent on any abnormal condition found.

(k) Co-operation of Teachers.

The Head Teachers have, without exception, given cordial
assistance at the time of med:::al inspections and are usually
present, but do not take part in the following-up and treatment

of the children, this being left to the School Nurse.

(c) Co-operation of School Attendance Officer.

The Schoal Attendance OJicer has given much help in the checking
of the attendances, for orthopedic treatment, at the Devonshire
Roval Hospital, and he reports cases of non-notihable disease
and also cases which have, as the result of serious illness, received
certificates from their own doctors that they are unfit to attend
school. The cause of absence from school i1s illness in about
80 per cent. of cases.

(d) Co-operation of Voluntary Bodies.

These take no part in medical inspection, but the National
Society for the Prevention of Cruelty to Children will, if a bad
case is reported to them, take action.

13 and 14. Blind, Deaf, Defective and Epileptic Childrea.

There are no blind, deaf, or epileptic children attending the
Public Elementary Schools. No children are partially deaf or
partially blind. There are 2 mentally dehcient children, i.e.,
feeble-minded, who attend Public Elementary Schools. There
i1s no special school for the cases, but at the Girls' School.
Hardwick Square, a special class i1s held for backward children,
gherel is one cnppled child attending a Public Elementary
school.

There are no delicate children attending Public Elementary
Schools.
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Nursery Schools.

There are no Nursf_-ry SElI(}D!E, but 1t 1s my |m|}t: that Nurs.::r}'
Classes in one or other of the Schools may be instituted.

Secondary Schools,
No Seccondary Schools are imspected.
Parents’ Payments.

Where _chi]drcn have undergone an operation for the removal
of tonsils and adenoids the parents are called upon to bear all or
such part of the cost as 1s commensurate with their means.

Health Education.

No special demonstrations or health lectures were given during
the vear.

19 Special Enquiries.

T!'IEI'E Were no SPEEiEl cnqui:ies.

20, Miscellaneous.

(i) Employment of Children and Young Persons.
The School Medical Officer examines children over 12

years before thl:}" are allowed to undertake any pm't-timn
employment.

As Medical Officer to the Welfare Centre the SM.O. has
the child under observation from the infant up to 5 Vears
of age. As School Medical Officer he inspects the child
periodically from 5 to 13 years of age.

Children over 12 years were examined and certificates given
for employment at special hours.

I regret to report that many children are allowed |:i!.r' parent
or employer to commence work, in the distribution of
newspapers or milk, without prior medica] examnation.

Arrangements have been made whereby the medical history

of a school child, about to commence employment, 15 avail-
able for the confidential information of the empln}rer
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(1) Statistical Tables.
Six Tables are appended, showing :—
I. (A) Routine Medical Inspection.
(B) Other Inspections.
[I. Classification of the Nutntion of Children Inspected.
[II. Return of Defects Treated.
(Group 1) Minor Ailments.
(Group [1) Defective Vision and Squint.
(Group 111) Defects of Nose and Throat.
IV. Dental Inspection and Treatment.
V. Uncleanliness and Verminous Conditions.
VL. Blind and Deaf Children.

I am, Ladies and Gentlemen,

Your obedient Servant,
GEORGE COCHRANE.
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MEDICAL INSPECTION RETURNS.—YEAR ENDED 315t DECEMBER, 1940.

TABLE L—MEDICAL INSPECTIONS OF CHILDREN ATTENDING PUBLI
ELEMENTARY SCHOOLS.

A, ROUTINE MEDICAL INSPECTIONS.

Number of Inspections in the preseribod Groups.

Entrants ... 141
Second Age Group 126
Third Age Group 5
Total 326
Number of other Routine Inspections 252
Grand Total 375

B. OTHER INSPECTIONS.
Number of Special Inspections and Re.Inspections ... 500

TABLE II.

CLASSIFICATION OF THE NUTRITION OF CHILDREN INSPECTED DURIN
THE YEAR IN THE ROUTINE AGE GROUPS.

| A B C ; D
Number of (Excellent) ( Normal) (Slightly | {Bad)
Age Groups Children subnormal) |
Inspected  ——— ———— e _!
No. | % | No. | 9% | No. | % | Mo | %
Entrantz ... ... 141 [ 112 ) 79.43 | 238 1486 1 g1 | = -
| ' | | ;
: ' ! | | |
Second Apge { | '
Group ... ...| 126 o0 |71.43| 34 |2698| 2 | 159| - ‘ -
' | === | | |
| o ]
Third Age Group 59 32 | 54.24| 24 | 40.68 3 ‘ 508| = | -
Other Routine ' ' , ! .
Inspections ... 252 195 | 79.38 | B0 19.54 7 | '.!.TH; - -
I | | T
g | ] A a7s | 429 T.22 | 136 23.53 1 235 = | =
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TABLE TIII.

Grovre [ TrearMexrt oF Mixor AILMENTS,

Total Number of defects treated or under treatment during the year
503

under the Authority’s Scheme

Grove Il.—Derecrive Vistow awo Squint (excluding Minor Eye Defocts treated
as Minor Ailments—CGCroup 1).

Numberof defects | No. of children for whom
dealt with apectacles were
Preseribed Obtained
| (a) (b)
e 3 '
=3¢ | & [
P = = o= | o= .
S O ; ;
352 | 4 [|22d % S2gl &
5 = B = - §| § E b E =
- = 85| £ _:‘ﬂﬁ'g E
E3d| © |S8&| 2
o e o]
EFrrora of Rafraction I,'iru.'lntlin{_f $|'[1|i|1t.} |
(Operations  for squint  should be
racorded separately in the body of the
Raport) ... e BB - il — 55 -
Othar Defect or Disease of the aves |
(excluding those recorded in Group I) | — — :
Total 85 | o g’ =" =
Grove II.—Trearmest oF DeEFEcTs oF Nose axp Turoar.
Number of Defects.
Received Operative Treatment.
Unier the By Private Practitioner Received Total
Authority’s Schems or Hozpital, other number
in Clinie apart from the forms of treated
or Hospital. Authority’s Scheme, | Treatment.
24 — 130 154
I
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TABLE IV.—DENTAL INSPECTION AND TBREATMENT.
T — N -
(1) Number of children inspected by the (5) Half-day= devoted Tﬂ'
Dentist Inspection ...
Age : Treatment ...... Ihh Total 177
il 1607
ti. 140
7. 239 (6) Fillings :—
8, 272 Permanent teeth 773
(a) Routine 0, 2D Total 1,524 Temporary tecth 13 Total 789
nge. LIER 195 [
N 197 !
12 167 [ (7)) Extractions :—
13 157 Permanent tecth 355
| 14 47 | Temporary teeth 704 [ Total 1,050
(b} Specials . 248
tl: ] 'I'ut.i! ‘1:.['}[1{1“1"‘ Rll[l qul"l III: s .!.“H: “{J ."lll!’llj:Iliﬁll'!'lliﬂﬂ!!'\- of Lr{g.]“rg-ﬂl
{2)  Number found to require treat- anmsthetics for extractions  Nil
i R o 1,378 |
(3)  Number actually treated ...... 1,001 (9) Other Operations :—
(4)  Attendances made by children Permanent teeth 104
for treatment ;....cocvcoivsonns 1,605 Temporary teeth 226 Total 330
TABLE V.—UNCLEANLINESS AND VERMINOUS CONDITIONS.
(1.) Average number of visits p-l}l' gschool made durmg the }:mr I:ay tim
School Nurses .. Ve : s 14
{ii.}) Tetal number of examinations of children in the Schools by School Nursea 4,903
(iii.) MNumber of individual children found unelean .....cocoiivevienriraiainaenanas 41
(iv.] Number of children cleansed under arrangements made by the Local
Baasation MaEBOTTEY oo in e stonse v ivsive s sl s il wpriieiis 0
(v.)] Number of cases in which legal proceedings were taken :—
(8} Under the Education Act, T921 ...icviiimieimerminmmmizsas 0
(b) Under School Attendance Byelaws ......ccoooieiiiiniiniinn 0

33



TABLE VI.
BLIND CHILDREXN.

A blind child is defined by Section 69 of the Educati on Act, 1921, as one who is “too
blind to be able to read the ordinary school books used by children.” This definition covera
|:l-1]- children who are totally, or almoat totally, blind and ean only be appropriately taught
in a school for blind children, and () children who have pnrhul gight and ecan be
appropriately taught in a school for partially sighted children. Only the children

in category (a) should be included below.

At a Publie At no
No. | Age. Address, Elementary = At another  School or
School, Institution. | Institution.

Nil — _— —

DEAF CHILDREEN.

A deaf child iz defined by Section 60 of the Edacation Act, 1921, as one wh'": is
“too deaf to be tanght in a elass of hearing children in an B|BIII("I'I.I.H.[‘,}F gehool.”  This
definition covers (a) children whose hearing is so defective and whose speech and
language are so little developed that they require edueation by methods used by
deal’ children without naturally acquired speech or language, and (b} children who
have partial hearing and can be appropriately taught in a class for partially deaf
children. Only the childran in caterory (a) should be includad below.

At a Publie At no
No. | Age. Address, Elementary = At another  School or
School. Institution. Institution.
At Roval Residential Schiools
| 1 for the Deaf, Manchester. — 1 =
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MENTAL DEFICIENCY (NOTIFICATION O CHILDREN) REGULATIONS, 1928

STATEMENT OF THE NUMBER OF CHILDREN NOTIFIED DURING THE
YEAR ENDED 3lst DECEMEBER, 190, BY THE LOCAL EDUCATION
AUTHORITY TO THE LOCAL MENTAL DEFICIENCY AUTHORITY.

Total number of childran notified ....cocoiiiiiiiiioniiaiiresaeansrssornsss i

APPENDIX.

DentaL CLinic,
Peax BuiLpings,
BuxTton,

17th June, 1941,
Dear Dr. CoCHRANE,

| have pleasure in forwarding the Dental Report for the vear 1940,

There has been a routine inspection of the children's teeth in all
the schools during the twelve months under review. The percentage
of sound mouths is slightly higher than in previous years.

It is to be regretted that so many of the scholars, and their parents,
are indifferent to the welfare of their teeth, and do not accept the treat-
ment offered to them by the School Authorities. No thought seems
to be given to the masticating of food, even if they realise that there is
such a stage in the consumption of food.

It 1s deplorable that so many children’s teeth are sacrificed that
might otherwise have been saved. They seem to think if a tooth 1s
at all * bad "—have it out and done with. This apparent neglect reduces
the proportion of sound, healthy mouths. | am quite sure you will
appreciate this.

The slight decline in attendance at the Clinic was due to the rough
and severe weather experienced at the early part of the year.

Again, Mr. Sutton and [ would like to thank Nurse Downes and
the Head Master‘s, Head Mistresses and Staft at the Schools for their

generous help and co-operation.
Yours faithfully,

H. MILLER.
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BOROUGH OF BUXTON

Annual Report

OF THE

Senior Sanitary Inspector.

For the Year 1940.



PubLic Heautn DeparTmEenT,
Peax BuiLbines,
Buxton.
To the Mayor, Aldermen and Burgesses of the Borough of Buxton.
Mr. Mavor, Lapies anp GENTLEMEN,

| have the honour to submit for your consideration my annual report

for the year 1940,

This report has been drastically curtailed for reason of economy,
many statistical details and other matters usually appearing in my reports
being deleted.

Messrs. H. Pearson, the Second Sanitar}f [nspectur. and L. R.
Knowles, Semor Clerk, were called up for military service in June and
September respectively, and the vacant posts were not filled by temporary
appointments. This depletion of staff together with ™ war " conditions
and the addition of emergency duties resulted, in companison with 1939,
in further curtailment of the routine of the Department.

| have p|easuri: n |'ui:Gr|:|ing that Mr. L. R. Knawf&s, before juining
H.M. Fc-rces, pﬂssuc] the qualifying examination of the Ruyd Sanitary
Institute and Samtary Inspector Examination Joint Board for Samitary
[nspectors, in July.

Mr. H. W. Mycock was admitted to the department as Pupil Sanitary
Inspector in Apnl.

INFECTIOUS DISEASE, REMOVAL OF PATIENTS TO
HOSPITAL, DISINFECTIONS, Erc.

The following table gives the number of patients suffering from
notifiable, and other infectious diseases, that were removed to the
Borough lsolation Hospital during the vear:—

Buxton Other
Borough Authorities

Diphtheria 86 -
Scarlet Fever 25 -
Paratyphoid S o i o 1 -
Observation Case : Diphthena ... 3 3
Totals ... 115 3

The remaining cases notihed were treated at home, and kept under
observation by your officers.
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The number of rooms disinfected during the year are given in the
.able below, the causes for such disinfections being indicated —

Scarlet Fever ... TR 1
Diphtherta w138
Tuberculosis 7
Cancer 4
Measles ... l
Verminous premuses ... e 22
Other diseases and causes ... I

Total e 300

221 different premises are concerned in the above total.
Other details in connection with disinfections are as follows :—

Corporation non-infectious ambulance (motor) disinfected

BB i D S S L 52
Library books destroved ........ccciciviiiiiciiiiiiiiiimmiimnsins 19
Labrary books disinfected .ociiiiciniiiiiimniianiiinid 96

MNumber of articles of bedding, etc., disinfected in the rooms
given in the above table .. ......covvviiiiiiiiiiiiinnnnns 14,541

Number of articles disinfected at the disinfecting station 8,176

Mumber of visits paid to premises in connection with in-
fectious disease and disinfections .......ocvvevvivninevinnnns 403

The disinfecting station is situated in the grounds of the isolation
hospital, the machine being of the "Washington Lyons’ type, operated
by a steam supply from the refuse destructor.

ISOLATION HOSPITAL.

The principal details of the vear’s working at this institution are
given below :—

Total number of patients treated :—
Admitted during the year, 1940..............cooe.. 118
Carried over from the year, 1939.................. 13
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Total number of days’ maintenance :—

Pabient davs i s st e Ay
Stafl deys i P BT B R SR 1,705
— 7,093
Average number of patients per day treated .................. 14.69

Average length of detention per patient 5 weeks, 6.15 days

Average cost per day for maintenance (Provisions only

exclusive of preparation) .......cccioviiiienieninn.. Is. 4.7d.

ASHPITS—DUSTBINS.

Provision of regulation covered galvamsed iron dusthins continues

to be enforced under Section 78, Buxton Corporation Act 1927.

Of the comparatively few ashpits in existence, the residue of the

considerable number in the * added area™ at the date of the Borough
extension in 1934 the majority are located outside the ™ cleansing area.”

The followinz particulars show the number of ashpits and dustbins

in use at 3lst December, 1940, and the number of new bins provided
during the year.

area,

PHnbiEy oF BANDIE .. nmvinmmiesis el e s s 18
Number of houses provided with dustbins

or other portable receptacles ..... o L Y e, (W 4,687
New standard galvanised iron dusthins provided ...... 229
Ashpits abolished and standard dustbins provided ...... 0
Percentage of houses with defective dustbins or unsuit-

able portable receptacles .........cccciiiiiiiiiiniiinnn. 1.5%,

SEWERAGE AND DRAINAGE.

Suspension of the Sewerage Extension Scheme for Harpur Hill
due to "' war-time ' restrictions has cumpelied for the time Eemg,

retention of ** cesspool ' drainage for a considerable number of houses.

carried out during 1940 are given in the following table.

Details of drain tests made, and of reconstructional repairwork

Primary smoke tests applied to old drains .................. 2
Primary chemical tests applied to old drans  ............ 3
Water tests applied to new drains .........cccoevvereienniennns 2
Smoke tests applied to repaired drains .........cocooeiiennen, 4
Coloured water tests for tracing leaks and connections ... 56
Sewers renewed (Sec. 24, PH.A., 1936) ......ccevvvenenenns 3
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House drains reconstructed .....ooovvveniviiiiniiiiiiienienans.
House drains repaired .. ....oooviiveiiiiiiiiiiccvan,
New inspection chambers constructed — .....ooovvveiinao.
Obsclete traps replaced by stoneware trapped gullies

Gully settings and surrounds repaired ....coovvvvneeneennnnn..
New soil pipes and vent shalts constructed ..................
Old soil pipes and vent shalts repaired ........cooovvenneenn..

W Pl 1T B Pod o =

The suspension of the _Han;uur Hill sewerage extension scheme
compelled also the retention in use of a substantial number of privies
and pall closets.

A summary of the closet accommodation at dwelling house on 31st

December, 1940, is given below.

Number of houses provided with water closets ... 4,459
Number of houses provided with privies ........ccovevvevnnnnnn. 3
Mumber of houses provided with pail closets .................. 220
Number of houses provided with trough closets ... 8

Conversions and other work effected during 1940 are as hereunder.

Number of privies converted to water closets ............... 0
MNumber of privies converted to pail closets ...........o..... 0
Number of pail closets converted to water closets ......... |
New galvanised iron receptacles provided for pail closets 2
Additional water closets prnvided E e R P e R P 3

HOUSING.
Housing inspection and associated work was drastically curtailed
by war conditions, and as no formal action under the Housing Act 1936
was taken, the detailed statement usually included in this part of my

annual report 1s omitted.

Regulations in respect of " underground rooms" were adopted

and confirmed in 1939.
Work done under the Housing and Public Health Acts during the

year 1940 is summarised below:—
(a) Housing Act 1936.
Number of houses inspected under Housing Act ... 34
(b) PusrLic HeaLTh Acts.

Number of houses inspected for defects under Public

Health Acts ..o eeeeeas e 1,019
Mumber of houses at which defects were found and
dealt with under the Public Health Acts ......... 761
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Numhur {Jf ['mu&ES at whic]'l defecta were rernedied ==
(1) By owners after notice under the

Public Health Acts ............... o 058
(2) By the Corporation:— ...... ST
(1) In default of owners ..... .. 14
{u) By agreement with owners fu"uw:ng
informal action .........ccoervereen, /
— 81
739

FOOD INSPECTION, ETC.
SLAUGHTERHOUSES,

The work of meat inspection, together with the administration of
the Public Health (Meat) Regulations and the Corporation’s Byelaws
with respect to Slaughterhouses, 1s carried out by the Meat Inspector,
Mr. R. 5. Howe, MR.C.V.S. During his absence from duty on holiday
or from other causes, the work is carried on by your Sanitary Inspector.
Your Sanitary Inspector 1s responsible for the inspection and examination
of {ood, other than meat.

The inspections made by the Sanitary Inspector and his staff in
coanection with Slnughturhuuse and Food [nspectiun are set out below.

Visits to Slaughterhouses .......cccociiiiiminerssrisniennis 272
[nspection of Butchers', Fishmongers', etc., Shops and
Market Stalls  ...... cooreiessscscinssamansrisesmnnaasns 497
Unsounp Foop SURRENDERED :—
(1) MEeat:—
Tuberculosis Localised :
T e P R K s i s S A e 144 Ibs
(2) Oruer Foops :—
e 171 Ibs.
Canned Boneless Ham .............o.coooieiane, i
Byllete ot I . cotemsasmmiimis onnensss rusemuin sois 28 ..
R R T 40 .,
AL OIS i paaisnciomi e SR S e 12 ..
T T e R B I T 168 .,
Meat Pies—30 ............. e 27
Jellied SQUATES .uuvrvrrirariansresanssnssrsasnsnsees 194 Artacle';
Eanned Flenrings ... viruivavinsionssmnvususprnusins . S
- [ T e e e B
) Sardines ...ooueeiiieeieee e eaeas a0
v Frufts—various .........cocoeeesesseisnss 450 .
o vngetaHi‘_‘s ................................. 37 S



COWSHEDS AND DAIRIES.

The milk supply of Buxton is derived from 46 sources:; and of
these, 37 per cent. are farms situated outside the Borough.

The table below provides an analysis of the supplies :—

Producer/retailers : within the Borough ....................... 23
Producer ' wholesalers : within the Borough..................... 6
Producer/retailers : from without the Borough ............. .10
Producer/'wholesalers : from without the Borough ......... 7

e ) —— 46

Three producers within the Borough supply milk whelesale to dairies
in Manchester, and/or a Co-operative Society for pasteurisation.

During the year a number of structural defects were remedied and
other improvements effected, n:_letmls _nf these |}!31ng ncluded in the con-
cluding table appended to this section.

In the following table details are given respecting the persons and
premises registered and the inspections made during the year :—

Number of Persons or Firms registered as Cowkeepers, Dairy-
men or Purveyors :—

From within the Borough ......ooovvviviiiiiiiiieeeee. 66
From without the Borough ......cccocovvvmiiiirnniecicennnneee 10

g [—

Number of Dairy Premises registered :—
[0 BN ucormsassimasnnamsarnamsitns AR SRS 31
(B). PRIFIRE ' covncucionismmmnsmsnimsimeriimn sy isvsnasisin sy o
() Retail Milk Shops ..cccoivviviiiiiiiiiiiiiiniiiniiiniiine, 29

Inspections oft Dairies:—

) oA, s o e G 66
(Y ERRIRIRS: oouiusissams s i ik b s i 40
() VEIE Bhope: osinsuinsmsiskassissvssiaumsss o)

Total ovovnesenssaess 137
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Contraventions of Order: Nuisances found and dealt with,
[mprovements, etc., effected :—

Drainage provided ...... PSP 0y | P A e iy |
Default 1n hmewashing during prescribed months ...... ¥
"'nr"[ﬂkmg stools cleansed ........oociiiiiiiiiiiii e 2
New EIEII'}' CONBIPICES ..covrnvrmnnirmsrmsnmannsinnsssnnmmenss |
Milk cooler installed ............ccoovvvviiiiiiiiirerireennes I
Cowshed floors partially re-paved .......................... +
Cowshed drains unstopped ...l I
Cowshed foor cleansed ............ccoooiiiiiiiinin I

BACTERIOLOGICAL EXAMINATIONS OF MILK.

The routine service of milk sampling for purposes of bacteriological
examination suffered drastic ulrtanl:mnl in consequence of depletion
of staff and the addition of ** war-time " duties. As in other sections
of this report, some tabular statements have been reduced in detail, and
others deleted.

Metl‘uy'ene Blue Reduction tests, tests for Baallus Coh, and
Bacterial * Plate Counts " of samples, whether ** Designated ™ or ** Non-
designated " mulk were carried out at the Devonshire Royal Hospital
Bacteriological Laboratory, Buxton. Gunea pig inoculation tests for
Tubercle Bacilli were carried out at the Derby County Public Health
Laboratory, Derby.

In the case of milk which failed to satisf}f the Meth}ficne Blue
Reduction test, and 'or showed presence of Bacillus C-Dli, or showed
an excess of orgamisms on ' Plate Count” examination, cautionary
letters were sent to the producer, and followed up by prompt re-sampling
of the milk. If the farm was situated outside the Borough, the matter
was referred to the Health Ofhcer for that district for investigation.

Milk showing presence of Tubercle Bacilli were referred to the
County Medical Ofhcer of Health for action under Section 25, Food
and Drugs Act, 1938.

Particuars as to the samples obtained and results of examination
are set out in the following tables :—

(1) Samples Taken—Description and Purpose :—
(a) For “Count”: B. Coli : Methylene Blue Tests.

Number of samples
(1) Pnmary Routine Samples .......cccovvvivivnnnnnn. 56
(1) Repeat Samples (unsatisfactory mlks) ......... 15

(k) Guinea Pig Inoculation Tests (Tubercle Bacilh).
Bloutine Serplen: i iamad i mi s 54

Total 125



(2) Bacterial Plate Counts :—

Designation. No. of Bactenial Content

Samples per mil.
1,000 I
“ Pasteurised " 3 6500 ;.......
30,500

(3) Methlene Blue Reduction Tests :—

(i) Primary Routine Samples.

Designation or otherwise. Satished
Test.
“Tuberculin Tested” Milk —
“Accredited” Milk ......... 16
“Pasteunised”” Milk ......... I
Non-designated Milk .. 29
7,17 [ T—— 46

(i) Repeat Samples (unsatisfactory milks).

Designation or otherwise. Satished

Standa l‘l‘l []II]'iIIt of

hacterial

for

content

“Pasteurised” Milk.

100,000 per ml.

Failed
Test.

b O —

Totals

I
22

Failled Totals.

Test Test.
“Tuberculin™ Tested Milk 2 2 4
“"Accredited” Milk ......... 8 2 10
“Pasteurised” Mk ......... | e |
BT —— I 4 15
(4) Bacillus Coli Tests:—
(i) Primary Routine Samples.

Designation or otherwise.  Negative. Positive. Totals.
“Tuberculin Tested™ Milk 1 — I
“Accredited” Milk ......... 22 — 22
“Pasteurised” Milk ......... I 3 4

Non-designated Milk ... 27 2 29
Totals sisiiaiians 51 5 56



(11) Repeat Samples (unsatisfactory milks).

Designation or otherwise. Negative. Positive. Totals.
“Tuberculin Tested” Milk I 3 4
“Accredited” Milk ......... 10 - 10
“Pasteurised” Milk I — I

| e e 12 3 15

(5) Tests for Tubercle Bacilli (Inoculation) :—

Failure
Designation or otherwise Neg. Pos. (Guinea Pig Totals
died).
"Tuherculin Tested" Mi]lc... | S = |
“Accredited” Milk ............ 20 | — 21
“Pasteurised”’ Mil]-c ............ 2 — — 2
Non-designated Milk ......... 28 | | 30
Totals ......... 31 2 I 34

Special Samples :—

Four samples were taken from the milk produced at, and supplied to
one dairy, in mnmumn with an investigation as to th possibility of
scarlet fever being ** milk borne ™ ; 19 persons consuming milk delivered
from the dairy having been nutiﬁed as scarlet fever patients.

The results of examination were :— . .
Hzmolytic Streptococei.

Number of Samples. Positive. Negative.

4 2 2
WATER SUPPLY—SAMPLING.

Samples from the town's three principal reservoir supply areas,
viz. :—Stanley Moor, Lightwood and Burbage, were taken each month
for anal}fsis b}' the Bio-chemist, Mr. } Race, at the LaEDratﬂr}f, Devonshire
Royal Hespital. The number of samples was :—

For chemical examination .......c.cvvveeiereivsessnrsnsisssnsios 36
For bacteniological examination .........cocccovvieiiennnnnens 36
72

Reference to this service is also made in the Medical Officer of
Health's report.
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FACTORIES.

There are 141 Factories on the Regster including 19 Bakehouses.
Apart from baking, the trades concerned are mainly :—Boot Repairing,
Cabinet-making, Dressmaking, Jomnery, Laundry Work, Millinery,
Motor Repainng, Printing, and Tailoring.

No lists concerning outworkers were received during the year from
employers.

The table below furnishes details of the work done during the vear
in connection with Factories and Workshops :—

MNumber of Inspections made ......ccovvvvnciiiiniieiiinnnnnns 89
Number of notices received from H.M. Inspector of
BT T L e i 0

Number of defects found and dealt with :—

Factories.
With Without
Mechanical Mechanical

Power. Power. Bakehouses. Total.
(a) Defects found ...... 18 4 10 32
(b) Defects remedied ... I 5 5 21

Classification of above defects :—
Found Remedied

Want D‘[ cleanlim;-_ss ................................. 8 4
Want of drainage of floors ...l I 0
Sanitary Accommodation :—
Mot separate fOr SEXES.......ccverviusvensnninnss 3 (
Other Offences under Factories Act ......... 20 17
Tkl oot 32 21
SHOP ACTS.

The Corporation 15 the Local Authonty for the admimstration of
the above Acts within the Borough, and vour Inspectors have been
appointed Inspectors under the Act of 1912,

The work done during the year in connection with administration,
of the Acts i1s summansed below :—

MNumber of shops entered in Register ........cccoeevvennnn. 457

Number of inspections of shops made during 1940......... 279
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Sanitary conveniences provided ..........coooviiiiiiiiniiiinnnn. |

Washing facilities provided........c.occviiiiiiircnriresinnianes I

Number of notices and'or cautions issued n respect of
contravention of Acts ...ociiuiinnsiniinies RS S Setiay 25

Prosecullans: . it s s b e taies i Mil.

Sundry tradss or businesses, in addition to those enumerated in the
Sacond Schedals of the Act of 1912, have, hv an O:der of the Curpcrratmn
dated 1923, bezn exemoted from thﬂ provisions of Section 4 (1) in respact
of the obligation to close on the wr:el:h' half-holiday.

SMOKE ABATEMENT.
Following the issue of Home Secunity Circulars Nos. 1391940 and

211/1940, the work of smoke observation and operation of the Corporation's
Bvelaw was suspended.

The Bvcla“ imposing a hmit in the emission of * black smoke " of
two minutes in any period of thirty minutes was adopted and confirmed

in 1939,
THEATRES, MUSIC HALLS, Etc.

There are four places of amusement in the Borough, viz. : The
Opera House, The Pavilion Gardens, The Spa Cinema, and The
Playhouse.

All the establishments are well managed, and have, during recen
vears, been modernized.

OFFENSIVE TRADES.

One statutory offensive trade only—that of a tripe boiler—is
established in the Borough.

The business is carried on in a building in connection with the
Corporation’s slaughterhouses in Charles Street.

14 inspections of the premises were made, and on every occasion
they were found scrupulously clean.

RATS AND MICE DESTRUCTION.

The Corporation is the Local Authority for the purposes of the
Rats and Mice (Destruction) Act, 1919, having accepted the delegation
of powers offered by the County Council.
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During the year, a considerable amount of time was devoted by
your Sanitary Inspector and the sanitary workmen to rats dtht’llLI‘.lUll
The methods of extermination principally used were, the laying of poison
baits, ' rat-lime " trays, * blocking,”” and gassing.

For a number of years now it has been the practice to supply
poison baits and “rat-ime” trays to occupiers of premises infested by
rats or mice, free, on application at the Public Health Othce.

The principal details of the work done in connection with rats and
mice destruction during the year are given below :—

MNumber of visits paid to infested premises .........cu...... 1,316
Number of poison baits supplied to the public ............ 7.946
Number of ** Rat-lime' trays or traps issued ............... 51
Number of rats and mice killed :—
Rats Mice

(1) As a result of the i1ssue of poison baits by
the Health Department ........ccooverinrnnnns 830 464

(2) As a result of the issue by the Health
Department of * Rat-lime” trays ......... 40 67

(3) As aresult of * Blocking” and/or “Gassing™
operations (mainly at the Refuse Destructor) 125 —
Tobile oo 1,045 531

INSPECTIONS, NOTICES SERVED, NUISANCES ABATED,
ETC.

Particulars as to the classification and number of inspections made,
notices served and other action taken, and the number and nature of
the nuisances abated and sanitary improvements effected as a result of
such action, are set out in Appendices I, II and I1I.

In concluding this report, | desire to express my thanks for the
support | have received from the Council, and from the members of
the Health Committee ; also for the ready help, kindness and courtesy
that | have received from my brother Officers.

Furt]'Ler [ would express my thanks to the Public Health Department
Siaff Jor ther loyal service.

I have the honour to be, Mr. Mayor, Ladies and Gentlemen,

Your obedient Servant,
WM. OWEN COATES,

Senior Sanitary Inspector,
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APPENDIX L
SUMMARY OF INSPECTIONS MADE.

Infectious Disease.—Investigations and Disinfections e 403
Houses Inspected under Housing Acts T
Houses inspe-ted for defects under Public Health A-ts :—
0a Cu:n::!aiut 52
Routine Inspections ... .. 987
—— 1,019
Complaints (General) investicated ... 63
General Inspections e O
Inspections of Cowsheds b6
. Dairies 40
. Milkshops 31
.» lce Cream Shops |
»  w Factories e s wer . e ek e 008

w  » Workshops i ik e o 2D

.» Bakehouses 31

,» Laundries I
I v Slaughterhouses 56
o . Butchers’, Fishmongers', etc., Shops and Market Stalls 497
i .. Food Preparation Premises ... 45
5 . Fried Fish Shops 3
w v Offensive Trades 14
, Stables ... 4

" .» Dramage work in progress ... 58

> .» Dheatres and places of Amusement 3
E EE ) &hnﬁls RN B B ERCR PR amm I-II. 23
Smoke observations i

Shop Acts—Visits and Inspections ... . )
Sundry il S e sn ZeL o Nes e 208

Re-inspections ... .. 2499
Total .. 0,129



APPENDIX 1.

NOTICES, &

Informal Notices served :—

Verbal a0
Letters |
Written Notice ... 45

Total ... 126

Etatutﬂr}r Notices served :—

(a) Public Health Act, 1936.

Section 24—Unstop Sewers ... 51
Section 24—Relay Sewers 2

Buxton Corporation Act, 1927,
Section 56—Repair Drain ... s
Section 78—Delective Dusthins ... - 104
Total ... 159



APPENDIX I11.

NUISANCES ABATED AND SANITARY IMPROVEMENTS
EFFECTED.

Houses—Structure repaired
" Rools repaired
= Dampness remedied .
- WHIdﬂ“ lr«aml‘ﬁ HI‘IEl or Eﬂs-hf."b I‘L[:IEII‘EEI
2 Sash cords renewed .
A Cooking ranges rt_nuu_d rt,pam,d or rcpian:r:d
5 Water fitings repaired .
& Water supr:-h provided, rf:v.tnr::rl or 1mpmmd
Houses and premises cleanse
Eaves, gutters, and rain water plpf_s I'LdeI‘EE]
Dfﬂlnh—R{‘CﬂllSlnILlE‘d
Repaired
..  Unstopped and leavined T
Obsolete traps rtplan:f:d by st{}neuare trapped gu"les
Gullies ‘and gully settings repaired .
. New inspection chambers r.t:-nstructed
Sail pipn*s and vents—New soil pipe*i constructed .
= Old repaired
Biil cloatte— L imvniivd b wodne Hlsnate
w w  New pails provided
Water closets—Structure reconstructed ﬂ-]" repalrcd
.+ Obsolete closets replaced by approved pedestalﬁ I
" " Fittings repaired or renewed ..
o . New flushing cisterns provided
..  Additional provided
Sinke—New dinks provided
Waste pipes—New waste pipes pmwded

" o, Repaired ...

ofa

HCI-I-*-JUJW:E;NUJU‘

.
W

B

—ed b b W W O i G B i B B O

Pﬂrtab}c gﬂ['.-nnlsm:l bins p:‘uwde&
Yards Unpaved }rards paved
- Defective pPavings I'L|aid
Additional area paving pmv:dcd
Accumulations removed ..
Improper keepmq of ammals dlsmntlnued
Miscellaneous nusances abated e 18

Total ... 1,185
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o=
— DT WD

52















