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MEDICAL OFFICER'S REPORT
For 1920.

Population at Census, 1911 - - - 9,043
Estimated Population for 1920 - - 9,047
Area of Distriet in Statute Aecres - - 12,014

To the Rural District Council of Bury.
Mg. CHAIRMAN AND (GENTLEMEN,

I beg to submit my Report on the health and sanitary
condition of the distriet for 1920. The statistics are based on the
population estimated by the Registrar General,

The district is a wide and scattered one, being composed of
all that part of the Bury Union which is not Urban, and contains
five townships, Ainsworth, Birtle-cam-Bamford, Outwood,
Unsworth, and Walmersley-cum-Shuttleworth. It is of an
undulating character, the highest land i1s at Shuttleworth, rising
at Whittle Pike to 1500 feet above sea level, and its lowest point
18 at Molyneux where it is only 125 feet above sea level. The
subsoil varies from clay and gravel at Ainsworth to a heavy soil
overlying rock at Walmersley-cum-Shuttleworth.

The district contains both agricultural and industrial com-
munities. The chief centres of population are in parts of each
of the five townships, especially Ainsworth, Bamford, Outwood,
and Unsworth, Birtle to a less extent, while Walmersley-cum-
Shuttleworth i1s mainly agricultural. The inhabitants in these
centres of population are chiefly employed in textile industries,
consequently there is a large demand for female labour, many
married women being employed.  The agricultural part of the



population are mainly engaged in the milk supply, most of which
is carried for sale to the urban districts in the neighbourhood.
There is a colliery in Outwood.

The area, number of inhabited houses, population, assessable
value, &c., of the several townships are given in the following Table

For purposas of |

Inhabited Population  Persons per house|For purposes of special axpen-
| Honges poor rete sl rala
Township 5:&?::: . | 58 | = u%% - | =% 3
Acres 19011911 Jumn. | Jan, Jan. E% g: e E% g E;'
| (Census) |1920190119111921190119111921) ¥~ 237 g~ E%73
. - ' 2 |42 3 |= n.,':'.':
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Ainsworth .| 1460 365 421 52417181903 2007470 4°52 374| 13858 54 | 13858 47 |
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Outwood -+ 1938 312 433 5181514 2099 2424 4'85 4'84 4°56| 20285 B4 | 17520 73
- |
Unsworth -+ 3067 583 659 6552698270725384°62 4'10 378| 12613 52 | 11713 49
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Rural Distriet 12014 1771/2107 2334 8088 9043 9047 4°566 4°29 3'78 259925 £241 £50601 £200

Birth Rate.—188 births have been registered during the
year, of which 102 were of males and 86 of females. This gives
a Birth Rate of 20°7 per 1000 persons living, compared with
139 in 1919.

Death Rate.—87 deaths of residents have been registered,
42 males and 45 females. This gives a death rate of 9°5 per 1000
persons living, compared with 152 in 1919.

Infantile Mortality.—14 deaths of infants under one year
old have occarred, compared with 10 in 1919.  The death rate
being 74-4 per 1000 births as against 79 per 1000 in 1919,  This
is acain the lowst infant mortality rate ever recorded. The causes
of these deaths were 6 from Premature Births and Congenital
Debility, 1 from Malformation, 1 from Cardiac Failure, 2 from
Measles, 1 from Pneanmonia, 1 from Gastro-enteritis, 1 from
Bronehitis, and 1 from Tuberculous Meningitis.

The deaths occurred at the following ages, 4 iu the first week
(Premature Births & Congenital Debility) ; 2 in the second week
(Congenital Debility & Pneumonia) ; 1 in the third week, (Prema-
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ture Birth); 1 between 1 & 8 months (Cardiac Failure}; 2 between
3 and 6 months (Malformation and Bronehitis); and 1 between 9
and 12 months (Tuberenlous Meningitis.) These deaths occurred
in the following townships, 1 in Ainsworth, 3 in Birtle-cum-
Bamford, 8 in Outwood, and 3 in Unsworth.

2 illegitimate births have been registered during the year, and
the death of 1 illegitimate child has occurred under one year old.

The other deaths oceurred at the following ages. 3 between
1 and 5 years, 4 between 5 and 15 years, 2 between 15 and 25
years, 11 between 25 and 45 years, 19 between 45 and 65 years,
and 34 over 65 years of age.

Mortality under Five years of age.—17 out of the total
number of deaths occurred among children under 5 years of age,
This is at the rate of 19-6 per cent. of the total deaths.

Mortality over Sixty-five years of age.—The deaths of 34
persons over 65 years of age oceurred. This is at the rate of 39
per cent. of the total deaths.

Zymotic Death Rate,—2 deaths have occurred from Measles,
2 from Whooping Cough, and 1 from Diphtheria, a total of 5. This

sives a death rate of -55 per 1000 persons living, eompared with
gLves ] i 8 P
45 1 1919,

Tubercular Diseases.—5 deaths have occurred, 2 from
Pulmonary Tuberculosis, 1 from Tuberculous Meningitis, and 2
from other Tuberculous diseases, giving a rate of -74 per 1000
persons living, eompared with *57 per 1000in 1919.  The Phthisis
death rate was only -22 per 1000.

Cancer and other Malignant Diseases have caused 7 deaths,
1 male and 6 females, as against 17 in 1919, giving a death rate
of 77 per 1000 persons living, compared with 1-9 in 1919.

Respiratory Diseases have cansed 17 deaths compared with
23 in 1919, giving a death rate of 1-8 per 1000 persons living,
compared with 2:6 in 1919.

The following Tables supplied by the Registrar General are
inserted for comparison and information :



Birth-rate, Death-rate, & Analysis of Mortality during the year 1920,
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The following Table shows how the births and deaths are

distributed over t]l& five townships of the distriet :
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Water Supply.—Nearly the whole of the district is served
by Water Boards which provide a constant supply. Many of the
farms and some of the outlying portions of the district have
private supplies. The Boards that serve the district are the Bury
and District, the Heywood and Middleton, and the Bolton Corpor-
ation.  No complaints have been received and the supply is
efficient and of good quality. As regards the private supplies,
several bacteriological examinations have been made during the
year and some evidence of pollution has been found at Turn and
Butterworth Fold Farm, Bamford. In the former case an
extremely pure water was found and has been conveyed to a well
prepared tank which now supplies the Council School and nearly
the whole of the village of Turn. In the latter case the farm has
been coupled up with the main of the Heywood and Middleton
Joint Water Board.  Other farms are now being taken in hand

and [ hope to be able to report further improvements in my next
Report.

Rivers and Streams,—This is under the control of the
Mersey and Irwell Joint Committee.

Drainage and Sewerage.—Outfall works are provided
in most of the populous parts of the district.  Particnlars of the
sewage treatment in each township are as follows :

AINSWORTH.
Bi"ﬂ.dlﬂ}' Fold. —Treatiment is alfected by septic tanks, storm tunks, con-
tinuous filtration. These works ave designed for a population of 8000, aud an
approximate dry-weather How of 75000 gallons per day.

Black Lane. -These are small works and have abont 70 liouses connected
with them. They eonsist of a detritus tank, septic tank, cinder filter beds, and
a hhumus tank. The sewage passes into a brook which dischareges into the
iver Irwell.  These works will be done nway with as soon as the sehieme of
the Rudehife Urban Distriet Conneil, which this avea adjoing, is eompleted.

BIRTLE-CUM-BAMFORD.

Bamford.—The approximate dry weather flow per day is 30000 gallons.
Treatiment is by septie tanks, storm filters, and eontinuous filtration. During
the year these works have been veconstructed and ave now working satisfactorily,

OUTWOOD,
Irwell Bank.—'T'his is a siall up-to-date sewage works for the mill aud

houses in the neighbourhood. It eousisis of septic tanks, storm tanks, and
continnons filivation by sprinklers,

Prestolee. —These works serve a population of about 700 and consist of a
detritus ehamber, septie tank and cinder beds,
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Ringley.—'I'hese works are designed for a population of about 675 and
eonsist of septic tanks and continnous filtration.

Outwood. —I'hese are sitnated at the north-west end of the township near
the Colliery, and provide sewage treatment for.about 800, They cousist of
detritus tanks, sereens in duplicate, covered septie tauk, and a filter bed.

UNSWORTH.

Croft Lane, Hollins.—The daily dry-weather flow is about 11000 gallons,
and the approximate population dealt with is 800. The method of treatment
is by sedimentation, eontinuous filtration and finally land filtration.

Parrs Lane, Unsworth. —Treatment at these works is by means of a
septic tank, filter beds with eircular sprinkler and humus tank. This provides
for a population of about 700.

Kilner Croft.—The sewage from a few houses in this area discharges on
to a filter bed and thence to the Foxley Brook. An additional works is to be
erected near the Foxley Brook which will treat the drainage from the new
houses now in conrse of erection by the Bleachers' Association at Unsworth,
and also from houses at the south end of Hollins.

WALMERSLEY-CUM-SHUTTLEWOR'TH.
Drainage from the houses in this township is connected to cesspools or
discharges on to land.

The whole of the Sewage Disposal Works are under the super-
vision of an experienced manager.

I would urge upon the Council the importance of extending the
sewering in some parts of the district, especially in Seddon Lane,
Outwood, and in the village of Ainsworth. It is most essential that
the number of privy middens should be considerably reduced, but
this is quite impossible until further provision is made for the
conveyance of sewage to the present or other works.

Closet Accommodation.—Nearly 70 per cent. of the
closet accommodation is by privy middens or pails. Every oppor-
tunity is taken to urge the conversion of privy middens and pail
closets to water closets and in all new houses water closets are
insisted upon wherever sewage disposal works are available,
During the year the closet accommodation at Irwell Bank Mills,
Outwood, have been eonverted from privy middens to water closets.

The following Table shows the types of closets and the provision
for house refuse in the various townships :

| No. of | Fresh | Waste
Locality Privy | Privy Pail = Water | Water  Ashpits Ashhbins
T:T_:irtl!’le-ns Closets t']ns-ta_ t.‘lus:_ !,_r. _C_!_q_:-sets _ v
Ainsworth o] 187 298 21 149 23 17 146
Bivtle-cumi-Bamford ... 24 82 126 172 26 116 50
Outwood ...| 168 02 3 208 (] T2 6
Unsworth o 218 4064 5 45 45 82 34
Walmersley-eum-Shlwh 85 86 26 !

4 I | 20 S
~ Totals .. 609 | 1282 | 181 | 697 | 100 |



Scavenging.—In Ainsworth this is carried under contract
and is done in a satisfactory manner. This system should be
extended to other districts until the Council is prepared to carry
out the work by their own employees. Inthe remaining townships
the tenants are responsible for the removal of the contents of the
privies and ashpits. ~ This is done by the tenants or owners by
arrangement with the local farmers under the supervision of the
Sanitary Inspector.  The district is systematically inspected by
myself and the Sanitary Inspector. For the details of the inspec-
tions I refer youn to the Inspector’s Report at the end of this Report.

Schools.—There are 7 Elementary Schools in the district,
viz: at Ainsworth, Buckhurst, Hollins, Prestolee, Ringley, Turn,
and Unsworth. The buildings are in a satisfactory condition, and
the premises are kept clean and well ventilated. Except Prestolee
and Unsworth, which are provided with water closets they all have
privy middens or pail closets. I would again urge that wherever
sewage disposal works are available it is essential that these
premises, at any rate, should be provided with water closets. The
water supply of these schools is derived from one or other of the
Water Boards except at Turn and at Buekhurst.  The supply to
the Turn School is now quite satisfactory and it is intended to
have the supply to Buckhurst examined in the immediate future.
The medical inspection of the children is entirely in the hands of
the County Couneil.

Milk Supply.—Most of the agricultural part of the district
is concerned with the milk supply of the population of this and
the urban distriets in the neighbourhood. The dairies are kept in
a clean condition, but there is however very little storage of milk,
it being taken direct from the shippous to the enstomers. There
ave 91 cowkeepers in the district, all of whom are on the register.
The shippons are in a fairly satisfactory condition, but in some
instances there is insufficient airspace and the ventilation and
sanitary arrangements require attention. In several instances
the manure heaps are situated too near the shippons, and every
opportunity is taken to urge the furmers to remove the mauure
away from the vicinity as quickly as possible.  The cows are all
grazed during the snmmer months.

Milk (Mothers and Children) Order, 1919.—This is under the
control of the County Couneil.
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Meat.—There are 3 slaughter houses in the district, but these
are not used to any great extent, much of the meat being brought
into the district from the urban districts in the neighbourhood.
There is no public abattoir, and no arrangements are made for the
ispection of meat at the time of slanghter. =~ Meat exposed for
sale is frequently inspected by the Sanitary Inspector,

There are 2 bakehouses in the distriet. Most of the bread is

either baked privately or brought in from the surrounding urban
distriets.

Infectious Diseases.—The notification of Measles was
suspended by Order of the Ministry of Health as from December
d1st, 1919. The notification of Chickenpox was adopted under a
temporary Order for a period of six months from November 20th,
1920.  The total number of notifications received during the year
was 69. This number included 4 cases of Chickenpox, 1 case of
Acute Anterior Poliomyelitis, 2 of Ophthalmia Neonatorum,
3 of Malaria, and 4 of Pneumonia. Measles was somewhat
prevalent in the district in the early part of the year and one
school, Prestolee (Infants) was closed in the month of January.

Removal to Hospital.—25 cases in all were removed to the
Institutions of the Bury and Distriet Joint Hospital Board, of these
9 were suffering from Diphtheria, 6 from Searlatina, 1 from Enteric
Fever, 6 fromm Pulmonary Tuberculosis, and 1 from other forms of
Tuberculons Discases.

The following Table shows the distribution of the cases in
the various townships :

Ovdinary Infeetions Cases Tubereulosis ('11.*.:EH|
et i P —— - =% 1. - e Tl
382235522z [38) EEidmE S0 |, i
SRR B LTl R U (O (| ER-RGR P PR

Locality :EE—;.E"-J-EEZ; ééiiﬂ%fiéfffzg:afi
2o 8 S BN|8|5 i neasieERERE 22 2R
Sz aEgd s g 2ldsea e ditAEE S5 84 2E
- - S2RAREEEE| 2SEe EREsR S E-| AT ks
— =m0 | s e e - [ R ] e =
Ainsworth ...... 2007 1| ¢ 8 8] 1——| 1l— 8 2119 824 1| — |1 — 04
Birtle-o-Bamfrd 1618, 2 —— 1 — 1 ——| 2—— || 6 2-87] 1 8 4 2-24
Outwood......... 2424 1| 4 — 4 —— 2 —|——— 11 9-45] 4 5 9 887
Unsworth ...... 2688 — 2 1| V|—|———|—|—{ 1112 4°47] B8 1 | 4 Ti1b
Walmersley-c- 4&"{}-—-———-—-——- —lem— 1] 1—"2]} 1 112 1,458
Sh uttlen orth | . |
—— |
Total.. ﬂm? 419 316 111 2 1! 2 8 4%4818-541 10 | 10 20 T!-22
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With regard to the non-notifiable acute infectious diseases the
schools are frequently visited and inquiries made as to any
prevalence. During the year there has been no special prevalence
except to a certain extent of Measles in the early part of the vear.
2 deaths from Influenza occurred. No vaccinations have been
performed by me under the Public Health (Smallpox Prevention)
Regulations, 1917,

A supply of Diphtheria Antitoxin is provided by the Council
and can be obtained at the Office and also at various places in the
several townships.

Bacteriological examinations of 2 specimens of blood, 8 of
sputum, and 11 of water have been made.

The notifications of Tuberculosis is carried out satisfactorily
by the medical praetitioners. When any case is discovered that
has not been notified the medical man in attendance is commun-
leated with,

Sanitary Administration.—In addition to the Medical
Officer of Health, who is a part time oflicial, there is one Inspector
of Nuisances who devotes nearly all his time to these duties.

Hospital Accommodation.—The Rural District Couneil
i8 a constituent authority of the Bury and Distriet Joint Hospital
Board. The Board provides accommodation for 85 cases of
Smallpox and for 215 cases of other infections discases in¢lnding
Tuberenlosis. It 1s satisfactory in every way. '

The District Council have adopted The Infectious Disease
(Prevention) Act, 1890, and Part 111 of The Public Health Acts
Amendment Act, 1890. Arrangements have been made with the
Manchester Public Health Laboratory for the chemical and
bacteriological examination of specimens.
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HOUSING.

~ General Housing Conditions.—Speaking generally the houses in the
distriet are structurally good, well exposed to light and air, and contain
commodions and well arranged rooms. There is however a shortage of Lionses,
all reasonably fit for habitation being oceupied, as well as many that eannot be
considered satisfactory, owing to the lack of better accommodation. This
applies more or less to all the townships.

The question has been under the consideration of the Couneil and four
schemes were decided upon, viz: one each in Ainsworth, Bamford, Outwood,
and Unsworth. Owing to action being taken in Unsworth by a private company
this seheme was abandoned.  I'liree Lay-outs were submitted to the Housing
Commissioners for 240 houses in all. These have so far not been approved, and
no further steps hinve been tnken. The private eompany’s scheme in Unsworth
i8 being proceeded with at present. 20 honses are in course of erection.

There is a certain amount of overerowding in all the more populous town-
ships, due to the lack of better accommodation. Supervision is exercised in all
cases and the evil mitigated as far as cireumstances will permit.  No definite
action has been taken during the year as until better accommaodation is provided
it would be impossible to proceed in a satisfactory manner,

The unsatisfactory houses are not confined to any definite areas, but are
seattered in small numbers over the varions townships. The chief faults found
liave been dampness, deficient ventilation, and a eertain amount of uncleanli-
ness, Inspections are carvied out by the Inspector of Nuisances, who is the
officer designated by the Conneil, and many minor defects have been attended to.

In a small distriet like that of the Bury Rural Distriet Couneil the provision
of additional houses is a sevious financial consideration, as a penny rate only
produces about £200 a vear.

The following Table shows the area, nnmber of houses inhabited, popula-
tion, assessable value, &e. :

AT, > T For purpogad of
Inhabited Population  Persons por house|For purposes of apeeial expen-

g s Haonges b 2! iy i : pm:-r_ﬂl:.& § En.ns: rale 2

Townshi Statute i Ze |4F Z2s |=FH]

(i A el 7 3 L RN S ) Jan| 32 |EEE 33 (EIE

- (Census)  1920190119111921190119111921] §5 EF% i~ |E%%|

0| e ol -l e

' | "0 - £ | 2 |

Aingworth .| 1860 365 421 5241718190320074°70 452 374 | 13858 54 13858 47 ‘
Birtle-cm-Bamfrd 23410 358 439 4841447 167616184'04 381 326| 10941 39 7510 31
Outwood .. 1938 312 433 5181514209924244'85 484 4'56| 20285 84 17520 T3
Unsworth . 3067 583 659 6552698 27072558462 4'10 378| 12613 52 11713 49

wm.nm|ag.-.:.sh.! 3139 153 155 153 711 658 4604°64 424 292| 2728 12
| | e = | === Sy ooy e g e Pe— ] &2
| " Rural District (12014 1771 21072334 8088 9043 9047 4°56 429 3-78 [£59925 £241 50601 £200
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The following particulars ave required by the Ministry of Healtl :

HOUSING CONDITIONS.

Statisties year ended 81st December, 1920,

Iistimated population - - 9047
General death-rate - - 95
Death-rate from tuberculosis : 0-74
Infantile Mortality - - 744
Number of dwelling-houses of all elasses 2835
Number of working-class dwelling-houses 2181
Number of new working-class houses erected None

Total number of dwellinghouses inspected for housing defects {under
Publie Health or Housing Aets) - - - 212

Number of dwelling-houses which were inspected and recorded under
the Housing (Inspection of District) Regulations, 1910 - 143

Number of dwelling-houses found to be in a state so dangerons or
injurious to health as to be unfit for human habitation - 28

Number of dwelling-houses (exclusive of those referred to under the
preceding sub-heading) found not to be in all respects
reasonably fit for human habitation - = - 60

Number of defective dwelling-houses rendered fit in consequence
of informal action by the Local Authority or their officers G

Number of dwelling-houses in respect of whicl notices were served
requiring defects to be remedied - - - 36

Number of dwelling-lionses in which defects were remedied
by Owners 15

by Loeal Authority in default of Owners Nil
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Annual Report of Factories, Workshops, Workplaces, & Homework.

INSPECTION.
Premises. Number of Inspections.
PFactories ....... A vy 40
Workshops ....... S g e B A . 26
Workplacas ......... R e pe e e —_

Partim:a]arm Found. Bemedied.

Want 0f clasnlINeER oo sbos snnnsams st G (3]
Want of drainage of floors ......... I S 3 3
Other DUISANCES .. .vuu.. . ko RYENE R o o I EE R it T B
j'nnufﬁciﬁnt e Cr A L o 1 1

Sanitary accommodation { unsuitable or defective
female closets without doors 10 10
27 26

REGISTERED WOREKSHOPS.
Milliners

Barber

Clog Makers

IIndertaier

Brewary

Tripe Dresser

Bakehouses

Plumber

Diressmakers

Total number of workzhops on the Register 15

DY e B b e b O e D

OTHER MATTERS.

. S —

Matters notified to H.M. Inspector of Fuactories Nil

Action taken in matters referred by H.M. Inspector as ! W.C. without doors Abated
remediable under the Public Health Acts, but not ; R
under the Factory and Workshops Acts (s. 5, 1901) | Mill closets converted to F.W.C. 49

Underground Bakehouses (s. 101} in use at end of year Nil

|
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Factory and Workshops Act,—The usual inspections
have been carried out and the factories and workshops have been
found in a clean and satisfactory condition. There are 34

factories and 15 workshops in the district. They are situated
in the various townships as follows :

= | B e = 5 [
b= - k= S = —
S | e & = e b
Lueality. - & = = E ] E %
2 | E4 8 2 leEs] ©
- = = =
’ | 2
Factories ... S . L 5 | B 10 3 84
i ;
Workshops = i 4 8 | 1 (i 1 16
Total .., .| 1| 8| & | 16| i 49

The factories consist of 3 cotton spinning mills, 6 cotton
weaving sheds, 1 woollen mill, 2 fulling mills, 6 dyeworks,
1 calico print works, 5 bleach works, 1 poultry food manufactory,
3 wheelwrights’shops, 1 joiner’s shop, 1 engineer’s works, 1 quarry,
1 firelighter’s, 1 spindle and flymaker's works, and 1 tinsmith's
works.  The workshops consist of 2 milliners, 1 barber’s, 8 clog
makers, 1 undertaker’s, 1 brewery, 1 tripe dresser’s, 2 bakehouses,
1 plumber’s, and 8 dressmakers. One complaint of nuisance
has been received from His Majesty’s Inspector of Factories.
There are no outworkers in the district.

Appended is the Annual Report of the Inspector of Nuisances.

I beg to remain, Mr. Chairman and Gentlemen,
Your obedient servant,

JAMES W. COOK,
Bury, May 31st, 1921. Medical Officer of Health.
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UNION OFFICES,

To the Rural District Council of Bury.

No.of Journeys made to each District
Visita and Inspections made in each District, g49
Notices sent (Legal and Preliminary)
Notifieations received & reported upon to the

LE}
iw

LR

bL}
(1]
(1]
P
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Roomsdisinfected and cleansed
Dairies and cowsheds inspected
Cowkeepers, and Parveyors of milk registered
Honses inspected under the Housing and

Other Nunisances dealt with

Nuisances abated

Mg. CHarrMax AND GENTLEMEN,

BURY.

IRSEECIORS REPORT.

I beg to lay before you my Annual Report for the year
ending December 31st, 1920.

Table of Nuisances, &c., from |
Jan. 1st to Dec. 31st, 1920 |
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Dairies and Cowsheds.

During the past vear special attention has been given to the water
supplies to Dairies and Cowsheds in the various distriets, with good results,
and the farmers have paid attention to a befter and cleaner milk supply.
The sanitary improvements made have been in the drainage and removal of
accumulations of manure from the cowsheds, and the emptying of the tanks
more frequently.

Factories and Workshops.

Improvements in closet accommodations have been made in several
of the factories, many eonversions to F.W.C. having been made. The
scheme for F.W.C. mentioned in my last year's Report has been completed,
as well as more conversions now being made. Smoke observations have
been taken and less black smoke is emitied, as the two mill chimneys,
mentioned in my last year's Report, have been built and are in use. The
liming and eleaning of the rooms have received attention, as well as all the
complaints made including one from H.M.I. of Factories,

Dwellings.

The water supply to most of the dwellings at Turn, Shuttleworth,
have received speeial attention, and steps have been taken with sncecess to
ensure the purvity and sufficiency of the said water supply. The infected
dwellings have also reeeived attention, 115 rooms having been disinfected
and cleaned. Conversions of privy closets to F.W.C. have been carried out,
and the scavenging of privy closets is on the improve in two of your
districts.

Yours obediently,
HENRY HURST,

Inspector.



