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MEDICAL OFFICER'S REPORT

For 1919.

Population at Census, 1911 E - - 9,043
Estimated Population for 1919 - - 9,063
Estimated Civilian Population for 1919 - 8,600
Area of Distriet in Statute Acres - - 12,014

To the Rural District Council of Bury,
Mgr. CralrMAN AND GGENTLEMEN,

I beg to submit my Report on the health and sanitary
condition of the distriet for 1919. The Report is based on the
population estimated by the Registrar General. The estimated
civilian population being taken for the death rate and the estimated
total population for the birth rate.

The district is a wide and seattered one, being composed of
all that part of the Bury Union which is not urban, and is com-
posed of five townships, Ainsworth, Birtle-cum-Bamford, Outwood,
Unsworth, and Walmersley-cum-Shuttleworth. It is of anm
undulating character, the highest land is at Shuttleworth, rising
at Whittle Pike to 1500 feet above sea level, and at its lowest
point at Molyneux where it is only 125 feet above sea level. The
subsoil varies from clay and gravel at Ainsworth to a heavy soil
overlying rock at W a.lmerﬂley-cum Shuttleworth.

The district contains both agrienltural and industrial com-
munities. = The ehief centres of population are in parts of each
of the five townships, especially Ainsworth, Bamford, Outwood,
and Uuﬂwmth, Birtle to a less extent, while Walmersley-cum-
Shuttleworth is mainly agricultural. The inhabitants in these
centres of population are LlllLﬂY employed in textile industries,
consequently there is a large demand for female labour, many
married women being employed.  The agricultural part of the



1

population are mainly engaged in the milk supply, most of which
is carried for sale to the urban districts in the neighbourhood.
There is a colliery in Outwood.

The area, number of inhabited houses, population, assessable
value, &e., of the several townships are given in the following
Table, which is taken from the Report on the condition of the
distriet recently presented to the Lancashire County Council by
the County Medical Officer of Health.
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Birth Rate.—126 births have been registered during the
year, of which 72 were of males and 54 of females. This gives
a Birth Rate of 139 per 1000 persons living, compared with
12:3 in 1918.

Death Rate.—133 deaths of residents have been regis-
tered, 68 of males and 65 of females. This on the estimated
civilian population gives a rate of 15:2 per 1000 persons living,
compared with 189 in 1918.

Infantile Mortality.—10 deaths of infants under one year
old have occurred, compared with 14 in 1918. The death rate
being 79 per 1000 births as against 125 per 1000 in 1918, This
is the lowest infantile mortality rate ever recorded. The causes of
these deaths were 2 from Premature Birth, 1 from Malformation,
2 from Atelectasis, 1 from Gastro-enteritis, 1 from Convulsions,
and 1 from Drowning.
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The deaths oceurred at the following ages, 5 in the first week
viz : (Premature Births, Malformation, and Atelectasis) 1 in the
second week (Convulsions) 3 between three and six months (Res-
piratory Diseases and Drowning) and 1 between nine and twelve
months (Gastro-enteritis.) These deaths occurred in the following
townships, 3 in Birtle-cum-Bamford, 8 in Outwood, 3 in Unsworth,
and 1 in Walmersley-cum-Shuttleworth.

o illegitimate births have been registered during the year, and
1 death has oceurred under one year old.

The other deaths oceurred at the following ages. 4 between
one and five years, 4 between five and fifteen years, 6 between
fifteen and twenty-five years, 20 between twenty-five and forty-five
years, 43 between forty-five and sixty-five years, and 46 over
sixty-five years of age.

Mortality under Five years of age.—14 out of the total
number of deaths occurred among children under five years of age.
This is at the rate of 10 5 per cent. of the total deaths.

Mortality over Sixty-five years of age.—The deaths of 46
persons over sixty-five years of age occurred. This is at the rate
of 834-5 per cent. of the total deaths.

Zymotic Death Rate,—1 death has oceurred from Secarlatina,
2 from Diphtheria, and 1 from Diarrhoea, a total of 4. This
gives a death rate of -45 per 1000 persons living, compared with
49 1 1918.

Tubercular Diseases.—5 deaths have occurred, all of them
from Pulmonary Tuberculosis, giving a death rate of 57 per 1000
persons living, compared with -85 in 1918,

Cancer and other Malignant Diseases have caused 17 deaths
as against 12 in 1918, giving a death rate of 1-9 per 1000 persons
living, compared with 1-4 in 1918.

Respiratory Diseases have caused 23 deaths compared with
31 in 1918, giving a rate of 2:6 per 1000 persons living, as against
38 in 1918.
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The following Tables supplied by the Registrar General are
inserted for comparison and information.

Blrth-rutu, Death-rate, & Analysis of Mortality during the year 1919.
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The following Table shows how the births and deaths are

dlstubuted over the ﬁve t-(lWHﬂhlpE of the distriet:
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Notifications of Infectious Diseases.—By a Local Govern-
ment Board Order, dated January Tth, 1919, the following diseases
were made notifiable from March 1st, 1919 : Malaria, I}J'Hf‘lltt‘rj,
Trench Fever, Acute Primary PIIEI‘II’DUI]I&, and Acute Influenzal
Pneumonia. 26 cases of the ordinary infectious diseases were
notified during the year, compared with 29 in 1918. In addition
to these there were 107 cases of Measles or German Measles, 8
cases of Acute Primary Pneumonia, 5 cases of Influenzal Pneu-
monia, and 2 cases of Malaria. DBoih of these latter were in men
who had first contracted the disease while serving abroad in the
Army. As wg-lrdf:. Tubercular Diseases 18 cases were notified, as
compared with 22 in 1918,  Of these 14 were of the lungs and 4
of other parts.

Removal to Hospital.—11 cases in all were removed to the
Institutions of the Bury and Distriet Joint Hospital Board, of
these 7 were suffering from Searlatina, 1 from Diphtheria, and 3
from Pulmonary Tuberculosis.

The following Table shows the distribution of the cases in
the varions localities :
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Water Supply.—Nearly the whole distriect is served by
Water Boards which provide a constant supply. Many of the
farms and some of the outlying portions of the district have
private supplies. The Boards that serve the district are the Bury
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and Distriet, the Heywood and Middleton, and the Bolton Corpor-
ation. No complaints have been received. As regards the private
supplies the water appears to be of good quality, but no chemical
analyses have been earried out. This matter will be attended to
during next year.

Pollution of Rivers.—This is under the control of the
Mersey and Irwell Joint Committee.

Drainage and Sewage Disposal Works.—The sewage
treatment is under the jurisdiction of the Mersey and Irwell Joint
Committee.  Outfall works are provided in the populous parts.
Particulars of the sewage treatment in each township are as
follows, which I have taken from the County Medical Officer's

Report.
AINSWOR'T'H.

Bradley Fold.—Treatment is affected by septic tanks, storm tanks, con-
tinuous filtration. These works are designed for a population of 8000, and an
approximate dry-weather How of 75000 gallons per day.

Black Lane.—These ave sall works and have about 70 houses connected
with them. They consist of a detritus tank, septic tank, cinder filter beds, and
a humus tank. The sewage passes into a brook which discharges into the
River Irwell.  These works will be done away with as soon as the seheme of
the Radeliffe Urban Distriet Couneil, which this avea joiuns, is completed.

BIRTLE-CUM-BAMIFORD.

Bamford.—The approximate dry weather flow per day is 30000 gallons.
Treatment is by septic tanks, double econtact beds and storm filters. To meet
the requirements of the Mersey and Irwell Joint Committee reconstruction of
these works i1s to be carried out. Tenders have been received for new sprinklers,

OUTWOOD.

Irwell Bank.—The Spinuing Co. has construeted a small up-to-date
sewagze works for the mills and houses in the neighbourhood. T'he works have
now been taken over by the District Counecil.

Prestolee.—These worlks serve a population of about 700 and consist of o
detritus ehimanber, geptie tank and einder beds, Re-eindering of the beds, pro-
vision of extra sereening and cleaning of the septic tanks bave recently been
carried ont. '

Ringley.—1'hese works are designed for a population of about 675 and
consist of septie tanks and continuous filtration.

Outwood.—'hese are sitnated at the north-west end of the township near
the Colliery, and provide sewage treatment for about 800. They consist of
detritus tanks, sereens in duplicate, eovered septic tank, and a filter bed with
cirenlar sprinkler.
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UNSWORTH.
Croft Lane, Hollins.—The daily dry-weather flow is about 11000 gallons,
and the approximate population dealt with is 800. The method of treatment
12 by sedimentation, eontinuous filtration and finally land filtration.

Parrs Lane, Unsworth.—Treatment at these works is by means of a
septic tank, filter beds with cireular sprinkler and humus tank. This provides
for a population of about 700.

Kilner Croft.—'I'hec sewage from a few houses in this area discharges on
to a filter bed and thence to the Foxley Brook.

WALMERSLEY-CUM-SHUTTLEWOR''H.,
Drainage from the houses in this township is connected to cesspools or
dischnrges on to land.

I would nrge npon the Couneil the importance of extending the sewering
in some parts of the district, especially in Seddon Lane, Outwood, and in the
village of Ainsworth. It is most essential that the number of privy middens
should be considerably reduneed, but this is quite impossible until further pro-
vision is made for the conveyance of sewage to the present or other works.

The Couneil having recently appointed an experienced manager for the
sulus-rviﬁ[ml of all its works I have no doubt the resulis as shown h&r tha
eflnents will be more satisfactory.

Excrement and Refuse Disposal.—The following Table
shows the types of closets and the provision for house refuse in
the various townships :

No. of . ‘Fresh Waste ;

o || | | | B e e
Ainsworth -« 187 i 208 | 21 | 149 : 23 | 17 .I 146
Bivtle-cwm-Bamford ..., 80 | 88 | 126 | 166 | 26 | 122 44
Outwood {168 | 848! 8 |162 6 | 72 | 6
Unsworth -es| 215 464 9 | 40 46 32 | 34
Walmersley-enm-Shlwlh 35 86 | E_t’j_: By Al —
Totals .. 616 1 1284 ! 185 | a 20 101 963 | _2_3{1

About 70 per cent. of the closet accommodation is midden
privies and pails. During the year 1919 there were 10 conversiong
to water closet effected.
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To emphasise what I have said earlier in my Report the follow:
ing is taken from the Report of the County Medical Officer of

Health :

“The dangers attending the continued existence of so many privies, which
are frequently situated mueh too close to dwelling hiouses, are so great as
to render imperative the accelleration of the rate of conversion. Ivery
effort should be made to remedy the lack of sewerage, and to overcome any
other difficulties which hinder the adoption at an early date of the water
carriage system in the more populous portions of the distriet.”

Scavenging.—In Ainsworth this is done under contract
and is satisfactorily carried out. This system shounld be extended
to other districts until the Couunecil are prepared to earry out the
work by their own employees.  In the remaining portions of the
district the tenants are responsible for the removal of the contents
of the privies and ashpits, which is done by arrangement between
the tenants or owners and the loeal farmers nnder the snpervision
of the Sanitary Inspector.

Farms, Dairies, and Cowsheds.—The usual inspections
have been carried out.  There are 90 cowkeepers on the register.
The condition of the shippons is fairly satisfactory but in some
instances they have insufficient airspace and the ventilation and
sanitary arrangements require attention. In several instances as
I have before mentioned in my Reports the manure heaps are too
near the shippons. Mr. Hurst and I invariably take every oppor-
tunity of impressing on the farmers the importance of removing
the manure as quickly as possible from the vieinity of the shippons.
The dairies are kept in a clean eondition. There is, however,
very little storage of milk.

Elementary Schools.—There are 7 in the distriet, viz :
at Ainsworth, Buckhurst, Hollins, Prestolee, Ringley, Turn, and
Unsworth. They are in a clean and satisfactory condition, except
that only Prestolee and Unsworth are on the water cairiage system,
the others all have either privy middens or pail closets. I consider
it is most essential that this should be remedied without delay,
wherever the sewage arrangements will permit. The water supply
of these schools is good, and with the exception of Buckhurst and
Turn they are all supplied by Water Boards. The medical inspee-
tion of the children is entirely in the hands of the County Council.



11

Housing and Town Planning Act.—Little has been
done under this Act during the year except in the way of effecting
minor repairs, on account “of the diffienlty in finding accommoda-
tion for any occupiers displaced. The County Council Inspector
went very fully into this question recently and according to the
report of the Medical Officer of Health found a number of houses
which did not reach a sufficiently high standard, many with
insufficient bedroom accommodation, and a certain amount of
overcrowling.  To meet these requirements and to provide
accommodation for possible industrial development the conclusion
arrived at was that about 300 houses throughout the distriet were
required. During the last few weeks (May, 1920) the Council
have seleeted sites in the various townships and are preparing a
scheme to provide the additional hionses required.

Factory and Workshops Act,——The usunal inspections
have been carried out and the factories and workshops have been
found in a clean and satisfactory condition. There are 32
factories and 15 workshops in the district.  They are situated
in the various townships as follows

ke |fiE:'§"’*"£ﬂ':
weality. = 28 | 5 2 - [ =
| 4 |28 | & | g [3B3| *
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Bl SRS s -8 i | 18] e 47

The factories consist of 3 cotton spinning mills, 6 cotton
weaving sheds, 1 woollen mill, 2 fulling mills, 6 dyeworks,
1 calico print works, 5 bleach works, 2 wheelwrights’ shops,
1 joiner's shop, 1 engineer’s works, 2 quarries, 1 firelighter’s
works, and 1 spindle and flymaker's works. The workshops
consist of 2 milliners, 1 barber, 3 c¢log makers, 1 undertaker,
1 brewery, 1 tripe dresser, 2 bakehouses, 1 plumber, and 8 dress-
makers. No L.f}lll!’il&ﬂ.‘lth of nnisances have been reccived from
His Majesty’s Inspector of Factories. There are no outworkers
in the distriet.
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The following are the recommendations for improvements in
the sanitary condition of the distriet contained in the report of the
County Medical Officer of Health:

(1)
(2)
(3)

(4)

(5)
(6)

(7)

Take such steps as will ensure that the purity and
sufficiency of all water supplies are above suspicion.

Adopt such measures as will secure a system of scavenging
which will fully meet the requirements of each township.

Give special attention to the removal of all hindrances
which may delay the abolition of privy middens and the
adoption of the water carriage system.

Provide fresh water closets and displace ashpits and
middens by portable iron bins in all conversions.

Remedy defective conditions existing at cowsheds.

Meet the urgent need for additional and suitable housing
accommodation, so as to be in a position to carry out
the obligations imposed by Sections 15-18 of the Housing
Townplanning &e. Act, 1909.

Give special consideration to all observations and suggest-
ions embodied in this Report.

Appended is the Annual Report of the Inspector of Nuisances,

I beg to remain, Mr. Chairman and Gentlemen,

Your obedient servant,

JAMES W. COOK,

Bury, May 18th, 1920. Medical Officer of Health.
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[N EECTOR S REPORT.

UNION OFFICES,
BURY,
18th May, 1920.

To the Rural District Council of Bury,

Mr. CHAIRMAN AND (GENTLEMEN,

I beg to lay before you my Annual Report for the year

ending December 31st, 1919.
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Dairies and Cowsheds.

Owing to the sale of many of the farmsteads mn two of your
districts (Outwood and Unsworth) and the scarcity of labour mno
structural alterations have been made to the buildings. The
Dairies and Cowsheds are kept fairly clean and those possessing
any undesirable features, such as low ceilings, insufficient cubic
capacity, bad floors, and frequeney of manure accumulations too
near the shippons, are receiving attention. I wish to report that
many of the farmers are paying more attention to the grooming of
the ecattle in the Autumn and Winter and in keeping the milk
vessels in more suitable places after being cleaned.

Factories and Workshops.

I have to report that the new scheme at one of the factories
for the conversions to F.W.C, will shortly be completed, this delay
has not been the fault of the owners.  Smoke observations have
been taken re emission of black smoke, and am glad to report that
plans have been passed for two mill chimneys, one of which 18 In
course of erection, this I am hoping will do away with a long
standing nuisance in one of your districts. The liming and
cleansing of the rooms and other sanitary matters have received
the owners’ attention and are clean and well ventilated.

Dwellings.

During the year much time has been spent with the Connty
Sanitary Inspector and his M.O.H. in the inspections of insani-
tary dwellings and of all other sanitary matters in your various
districts. 10 conversions of privy closets to F.W.C. and other
sanitary improvements to streets and drains have been carried
out, and infected dwellings have received strict attention, 123
rooms having been disinfected and cleansed.

Yours obediently,
HENRY HURBST,
Inspector.



