[Report 1894] / Medical Officer of Health, Bury (Union) R.D.C.

Contributors

Bury (Greater Manchester, England). Rural District Council.

Publication/Creation
1894

Persistent URL
https://wellcomecollection.org/works/e5gdexmd

License and attribution

You have permission to make copies of this work under a Creative Commons,
Attribution, Non-commercial license.

Non-commercial use includes private study, academic research, teaching,
and other activities that are not primarily intended for, or directed towards,
commercial advantage or private monetary compensation. See the Legal
Code for further information.

Image source should be attributed as specified in the full catalogue record. If
no source is given the image should be attributed to Wellcome Collection.

Wellcome Collection

183 Euston Road

London NW1 2BE UK

T +44 (0)20 7611 8722

E library@wellcomecollection.org
https://wellcomecollection.org



http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/4.0/
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/4.0/
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/4.0/legalcode
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/4.0/legalcode

\
+ RURAL SANITARY AUTHORITY

OF THE

BURY UNION.

ANNUAL REPORT

OF THE

MEDICAL OFFICER OF HEALTH,

1894.

BURY :

W. 5. BARLOW AND CO., PRINTERS, 7, FLEET STREET.






TWENTIETH

ANNUAL REPORT

ON THE
HEALTH AND SANITARY CONDITION
OF THE
RURAL SANITARY DISTRICT OF THE BURY

UNION

To the Rural Sanitary Aulhority.

(GENTLEMEN,

During the year 1894 the returns of the local Registrars

record 365 births and 204 deaths within the area of the
Rural Sanitary District.

The annual birth rate was 26'0 and the death rate was
14’5 per 1000 persons living.

[llegitimate births numbered 11 or equal to 3 per cent
of the total births.
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Infant Mortality, measured by the proportion of
deaths under one year of age to births registered, averaged
79°4 per 1000, as against 192°6 for the year 1893. This de-
crease is satisfactory so far as it goes, and will bear favourable
comparison with neighbouring districts.

Mortality under Five years of age. The deaths
of 49 children (including infants) under this age, as against
9o for the year 1893, is also a satisfactory detail in the vital
statistics for the year, being at the rate of 240 per cent. of
the total deaths.

Mortality amongst aged people. Sixty persons
died aged 60 years and upwards. The average rate was
therefore 1906 per 1000 persons living.

o=

Violent Deaths.—Nine deaths, or 4°4 per cent. of the
total death rate, were due to violence.
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Zymotic Diseases.— T'able A shows some details of

deaths named under this head, the average rate was o'7 per

rooc of population as against 2°1 for 1893.

Sickness.—In the absence of compulsory notification
of infectious diseases in the district, much delay arises in
dealing with out-breaks of zymotic illness, and I therefore
urge upon the new District Council the great advantages to
the community and to our Health Department in adopting
the Act without any further delay.

Smallpox broke out at Club Row and Old Kays’
Tottington, in the month of June. Case number one was
contracted at Manchester and case number two at Liverpool
during holiday time.  Shortly afterwards two children under
five years of age, un-vaccinated (the parents holding anti-
vaccination views) were smitten with the disease. | lost no
time in removing all these cases to the Urban Small-pox
Hospital, which at the time was inconveniently full of small-
pox and other fever cases, owing to an epidemic within the
Borough, fortunately, no further spread of the disease
occurred, and the Authority escaped a very serious and
difficult position.

Sickness from other zymotic diseases came to my
knowledge through private sources in the districts of Ringley,
Outwood, Hollins, and Walmersley, but were on the whole
of a mild type. Owing toa serious out-break of measles, |
ordered the school at Ringley to be closed for three weeks,
and afterwards to be thoroughly cleansed and limewashed
before re-opening.

The various townships within the district have been
frequently as well as periodically visited by the Inspector and
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also by mysell.  During the house to house visitations I
make it a rule to enquire and examine when necessary the
quality of the milk consumed by the family. I invariably
found the quality, as estimated by its cream per centage,
good, but the quantity purchased for use, small. My notes
state that 68 families only purchased a total of 44 quarts per
day for food—this, I have endeavoured to impress on parents,
is false economy, and it would pay them well to increase by
three times their purchases, even if they cut down the cost of
tea and tobacco to cover the extra cost of same,

The public Schools inspected were found much more
satisfactory than last year, but the small class rooms were
close and stuffy when occupied at the time of my visits. It
is difficult to recommend a suitable and practical way of
ventilating these small rooms, which for short periods of the
day are very much overcrowded, without causing strong
draughts of cold air under ever varying conditions of wind
and temperature, but the Hinks-Bird plan of fixed or loose
extra bottom sash, with free entrance of air at middle of
window, appears to present fewer objectionable features than
others more elaborate and much more expensive,

The water supplied to the district by the Bury Corpora-
tion was on the whole less objectionable than last year, but
this was principally owing to the meteorological conditions
that prevailed during the months of June, July, and August.
I collected a number of samples from various places within
our boundary, they all showed a high per centage of total
solids, and contained abundance of vegetable matter, true,
this dirt was of an innocent character, but nevertheless, was
very objectionable. [ am of opinion from past experience
that the Bury Corporation has no intention to make any
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extra provision or spend any money on filters, to rid their
otherwise excellent water supply of this objectionable stuff,
or clean dirt, as they call it, “as it was in the beginning, is

now, and ever shall be” is evidently the motto of the Bury
Waterworks Committee,

I have urged the Rural Sanitary Authority to combine
with Bury or with the other surrounding Urban Sanitary
Authorities, to make more satisfactory provision for Hospital
isolation for zymotic diseases, and | am bound to admit that
their earnest endeavours have been directed to bring about
a satisfactory and practical measure, which is at the present
time under consideration, and which [ sincerely hope will soon
place our district out of the frequently recurring danger it is
exposed to by the make-shift arrangement which has been in
vogue for many years, and which always threatens to fail
when most urgently required to serve us.

From inquiries I made with regard to the influence of
factory work on married women and their infant offspring 1
found no evidence in support of the theory that it was a
factor of much importance, or that it could be considered to
produce a pernicious influence on infant mortality ; but at the
same time I learned that which was of much more importance,
namely, that only about 34 per cent. of infants had been
successfully vaccinated throughout the district, and only about
13 per cent. in the Tottington division. this I consider to be
a great and growing danger to the health of the community.

Your obedient servant,
W. H. BARR, L.R.C.P. S., &c.,
Mepica, OfFFICER oF HEALTH.

February gth, 1895,
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0
Union Offices,
Bury,

December 26th, 18g4.

CANAL BOATS' ACT.
fo the Bury Union Rural Sanitary Authority.

(GENTLEMEN,
As required by the Act, I beg to submit my Report for

the year ending December 26th, 1894

During the year 30 visits have been made to the Canal,
and 39 boats inspected, all of which were found to be in
order, with the exception of two, namely, the Atcha and
Adach, Nos. 217 and 218 respectively, owners the Salt
Union, Marston, Cheshire, these were found to be in a bad
state of repair; Notice of same to the owners was sent on
the 4th inst., and the Certificate of Complaint made returnable

for the 4th day of January, 189s.

H.M. Chief Inspector of Canals visited the offices on
the 1oth inst., examined all books and papers in connection
with the working of the above Act, and found same
satisfactory and in order.

I am, your obedient Servant,
SAMUEL PORRITT,

INnsPECTOR UNDER THE CaNAL Boats' Acr.
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